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August 1, 2016 

West Bengal wins All India Coordinated Rice Improvement Project Award 2015 

1-Aug-16 

 West Bengal has been selected for the All India Coordinated Rice Improvement Project Award 2015. This will be the 

first time the state will be receiving this award. 

 The state was selected for this award by the 51st committee from the Indira Gandhi Krishi Bikash Kendra for its 

achievement in the four key areas that include scientific research for seeds. 

 Earlier, West Bengal also had won the Krishi Kamran Puraskar for three consecutive years. Besides, state government 

has also bagged the award (second position) for participating in International Agriculture and Horticulture Expo held 

in July 2016 in New Delhi. 

. 

PM Narendra Modi flags off Run for Rio 

1-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the „Run for Rio‟, an event to encourage the Indian contingent at the 2016 

Rio Olympics beginning on August 5, 2016. 

 In his address Prime Minister urged the youth to work hard for 2020 Olympics and also mentioned that India‟s focus 

should be on sending more than 200-member contingent to Tokyo. 

About 2016 Rio Olympics 

 The 2016 Rio Olympics is the summer Olympics scheduled to take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 5 to 21 August 

2016. It is officially known as the Games of the XXXI Olympiad. 

 For the first the time Brazil is hosting summer Olympics games. Besides, for first time the summer Olympics will be 

held in South America. 

Lewis Hamilton wins 2016 German Grand Prix of F1 

1-Aug-16 

 Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton from Great Britain has won the 2016 German Grand Prix title of Formula One. 

 It was his fourth consecutive win in the 2016 season and overall fifth title of the 2016 season. It was also his third win 

of German Grand Prix of F1 after winning it in 2008 and 2011. 

1st position: Lewis Hamilton (Britain) of Mercedes. 

2nd position: Daniel Ricardo (Australia) of Red Bull. 

3rd position: Max Verstappen (Netherlands) of Red Bull. 

India to host 2016 Kabaddi World Cup 

1-Aug-16 

 India is going to host 2016 Kabaddi World Cup scheduled to be held in October 2016. It was announced by the 

International Kabaddi Federation (IKF). 

 In this edition of World Cup 12 international teams are going to participate. They are US, India, UK, Australia, 

Canada, Poland, Iran, Pakistan, Bangladesh, South Korea, Japan and Kenya. 



Unique IAS Academy, Current Affairs August 2016 
 

Unique IAS Academy, 1st street, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore, 0422-4204182  9884267599 Page 2 
 

 Star Sports has been announced as the official broadcaster of the World Cup. Kabaddi became a part of Asian Games 

in 1990 and India has won all the gold medals since.  

 In recent times the popularity of sport is growing fast and also had made breakthrough on a global stage ProKabaddi 

League. 

About Kabaddi 

 Kabaddi is a contact sport that had originated in ancient India. Kabaddi is an umbrella term which encompasses 

various forms of the game including International rules Kabaddi.  

 It is the national game of Bangladesh and is known as hadudu. In India, it is the state game of Maharashtra, Tamil 

Nadu, Bihar, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Punjab. 

 It also encompasses similar sports known by their regional names in Indian states such as chedugudu in Andhra 

Pradesh, sadugudu in Tamil Nadu and hututu in Maharashtra. 

Railway Ministry launches maiden Agartala to Delhi broad gauge train service 

1-Aug-16 

 The Union Railway Ministry has flagged off the maiden broad gage train service dubbed as „Tripura Sundari 

Express‟ from Agartala (Tripura) to Delhi. 

 It was flagged off by Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu. With this, the landlocked north eastern state of Tripura 

entered the broad gauge railway map of the country. 

Union Government constitutes DISHA for timely implementation of Central Schemes 

1-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has constituted the District Development Coordination and Monitoring Committee (DDCMC) 

for effective development and coordination of Central Government‟s programme.  

 It will be known as DISHA and first meeting will be held on August 13, 2016. 

 It will monitor the implementation of 28 schemes and programmes of Union Ministry of Rural Development and other 

Ministries to promote synergy and convergence for greater impact. 

Key Facts 

 The main purpose of the DISHA is to coordinate with Central and State and local Panchayat Governments. 

 It has been created for effective coordination and development of Central Government‟s programme for infrastructure 

development or Social and human resource development. 

 The Chairperson of the committee will be the senior most Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) elected from the 

district, nominated by the Union Ministry of Rural Development. 

 It will ensure the participation of people‟s representative at all levels and successful implementation of flagship 

programme of central government. 

Terms of references of DISHA 

 Ensure that all Central Government programmes are implemented in accordance with the guidelines.  

 Look into complaints and alleged irregularities received in the implementation of the programmes. In this regard it 

will have authority to summon and inspect any record. 
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 Refer any matter for enquiry to the District Collector or CEO of the Zilla Panchayat and Project Director of DRDA (or 

Poverty Alleviation Unit). 

 Suggest suitable action to be taken in accordance with the rules which should be acted upon by District Collector or 

CEO within 30 days. 

 Closely review the flow of funds including the funds allocated, funds released by both Union Government and the 

State. It will also review utilization and unspent balances under each Scheme. 

August 2, 2016 

Typhoon Nida makes landfall near Dapeng Peninsula in China 

2-Aug-16 

 The severe tropical typhoon Nida (also known as Cariana in Philippines) made landfall near Dapeng Peninsula in 

China‟s Guangdong Province. 

 . 

Wrestler Narsingh Yadav gets NADA’s clean chit in doping case 

2-Aug-16 

 The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has given clean chit to wrestler Narsingh Yadav in the doping case. With 

this he can participate in 2016 Rio Olympics. 

Metandienone (C20H28O2): It is an orally active anabolic steroid that binds and activates the androgen receptor. It 

increases protein synthesis, muscle strength and glycogenolysis over a short space of time. It is popular among 

bodybuilders. 

Ex-CMs not entitled for government accommodation for lifetime: SC 

2-Aug-16 

 The Supreme Court has held that former Chief Ministers are not entitled for government accommodation for lifetime. 

Parliament passes NIT, Science Education & Research (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

2-Aug-16 

 . 

Key Facts 

 The Bill seeks to establish the National Institute of Technology (NIT), Andhra Pradesh as an institute of national 

importance.. 

About Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

 CBDT is nodal policy-making body of the Income Tax (IT) department under the Union Finance Ministry. It is also 

the supreme body in India for framing policies related to direct taxes. 

 It is a statutory authority established under The Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963. The composition of CBDT 

includes Chairman and six members. 

Union Government caps prices of 24 essential drugs 

2-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has capped the prices of 24 essential drugs used for treatment of cancer, HIV, bacterial 

infections, anxiety and cardiac conditions. 
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 In this regard, the Drug pricing regulator National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has issued an order. It 

revised ceiling prices of 24 scheduled formulations of schedule-I under Drugs (Price Control) Amendment Order, 

2016. 

 With this cost of these 24 essential drugs has been reduced by an average of around 25 per cent. 

 Besides, NPPA also capped the retail price of 31 formulations under Drug Prices Control Order (DPCO), 2013.. 

Parliament passes Indian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2016 

2-Aug-16 

 The Parliament has passed Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Bill, 2016 to conduct of uniform entrance 

examination for admission to all medical educational institutions. 

 The bill seeks to replace the Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Ordinance, 2016 and its provisions will come in to 

force retrospectively from May 24, 2016. 

Key Features of Bill 

 Introduction of a uniform entrance examination for all medical educational institutions. It will be applicable for 

admission at the undergraduate and the post-graduate level. 

 If states have not opted for the uniform entrance examination, then the examination will not be applicable at the 

undergraduate level for the academic year 2016-17. 

 This provision will be applicable to state government seats in government and private medical institutions. 

 The uniform entrance examinations will be conducted in Hindi, English and other languages. 

 Empowers to MCI to frame regulations for (i) the manner of conducting the exams, (i) the authority designated to 

conduct exams and (iii) Specify languages other than English and Hindi in which the entrance examinations will be 

conducted. 

Comment  

 With passage of the bills, admission to medical and dental courses across the country will be done through a single 

common entrance test i.e. NEET from academic year 2017-18. 

 The NEET has been designed to curb corruption by bringing in transparency, checking multiplicity of exams and to 

stop exploitation of students in counselling. 

 However it said that this new system will affect rural students as there is no uniform educational syllabus across the 

country. 

Rajasthan becomes first state to approve sewage & waste water policy 

3-Aug-16 

 Rajasthan has become the first state in the country to approve sewage and waste water policy. 

 The first of its kind policy was approved by the State Cabinet meeting presided by Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje in 

Jaipur. 

Angela Ruggiero appointed Head of IOC Athletes’ Commission 

3-Aug-16 

 American ice hockey Olympic champion Angela Ruggiero was elected as the new chair of the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC‟s) Athletes‟ Commission. 
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About IOC Athletes’ Commission 

 The IOC Athletes‟ Commission is a nodal body for the purpose of representing athletes in the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC). 

 It was established in 1981. 

 Its primary function is to serve as the link between active athletes and the IOC. 

7th meeting of SAARC Immigration Authorities held in Islamabad 

3-Aug-16 

 The seventh meeting of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Immigration Authorities was 

held in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 . 

SAARC visa exemption scheme (SVES) 

 The SVES was launched in 1992 to liberalise visa regime the region by facilitating people to people contacts, among 

the peoples of SAARC countries. 

 It provides certain categories of dignitaries a Special Travel document which exempts them from visas to travel within 

the region for the specified time period. 

 The objective of SVES is to streamline the processes and facilitate business community, cultural representatives and 

officials from member states availing this facility. 

 It is being implemented among SAARC member countries in 24 categories including dignitaries, Parliamentarians, 

Senior Officials, businessmen, journalists and sports persons etc. 

 Under it, Visa Stickers are issued by the respective member states to the entitled categories of that particular country 

which has validity for one year. 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal elected as 39th Prime Minister of Nepal 

3-Aug-16 

 Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist Chairperson (CPN-MC) Pushpa Kamal Dahal „Prachanda‟ (61) was elected as the 

39th Prime Minister of Nepal 

 He was the sole claimant to the post of prime minister after then Prime Minister K P Oli had resigned in July 2016 

following political turmoil. He secured 363 in favour and 210 against.. 

Union Cabinet approves signing of Air Services Agreement between India and Lao 

3-Aug-16  

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of new Air Services Agreement (ASA) between India and Lao 

People‟s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR). 

Union Cabinet approves amendments in Central List of OBCs applicable to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 

4-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for making suitable amendments in the Central List of OBCs (Other 

Backward Classes) applicable to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

 This decision has been taken as per the recommendations of the National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). 

Key Facts 
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 The suitable amendments in the Central List of OBCs will be done by inclusion/deletion of castes/communities 

applicable to Andhra Pradesh and newly formed State of Telangana. 

 NCBC has recommended total of 35 changes in respect of Andhra Pradesh and also suggested 86 New Entries in 

respect of Telangana. 

Union Cabinet approves Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

4-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Bill, 2016 to improve road safety scenario in the 

country. 

 The bill seeks to amend Motor Vehicles Act (MVA), 1988 and proposes to hefty penalties against violations of road 

safety rules as a deterrent measure. 

Key Features of the Bill 

Changes in Parent law: It amends existing 68 sections of MVA, 1988 which has total 223 sections. It proposes addition 

of 28 new sections. 

 It deletes Chapters 10 and replaces Chapter 11 provisions with new set of provisions to simplify third party insurance 

claims and settlement process. 

Compensation: Increases compensation for Hit & Run cases to Rs. 2 lakh from Rs.25000. Adds provision for payment of 

compensation in road accidents fatalities upto Rs. 10 lakh. 

Role of states: It permits states to grant exemptions in Stage carriage and contract carriage permits for promoting rural 

transport, last mile connectivity, public transport and for road safety and passenger convenience. 

 Permits state Government to specify a multiplier to be applied to each fine under this Act and such modified fine.  

 The multiplier must be not less than one and not greater than ten, Allows State Government to regulate the activities in 

a public place of pedestrians and such means of transport. 

e-Governance: It focuses on improving delivery of services to the stakeholders using e- Governance. It enables (i) online 

learning licenses, (ii) increases period of driving license validity, (iii) Do away with the requirements of educational 

qualifications for transport licenses etc. 

Vahan & Sarathi platforms: Proposes to create National Register for Vehicle registration and National Register for 

Driving Licence through “Sarathi” and “Vahan” platforms. 

 This will facilitate uniformity of the process across the country and bring harmony of the registration and licensing 

process. 

Offences committed Juveniles: The owner or guardian will be deemed guilty in cases of offences by the Juveniles. 

Juvenile will be tried under JJ Act and the registration of Motor Vehicle will be cancelled. 

Other Provisions:  

(i) Registration at the end of the dealer will be enabled and restrictions will be imposed on temporary registration.  

(ii) Proposes increased penalties against traffic violations as deterrent for road safety  

(iii) Proposes stricter provisions in respect of offence like drunken driving, driving without licence, juvenile driving, over-

speeding, overloadin etc.  



Unique IAS Academy, Current Affairs August 2016 
 

Unique IAS Academy, 1st street, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore, 0422-4204182  9884267599 Page 7 
 

(iv) Proposes stricter provisions for helmets along with provisions for electronic detection of violations. (v) Good 

Samaritan guidelines have been incorporated to help the road accident victims.  

(vi) Proposes an automated fitness testing for the transport vehicles with effect from 1st October 2018. Its mandate is to 

reduce corruption in the Transport Department while improving the road worthiness of the vehicle.  

(vii) Proposes penalties for deliberate violation of safety and environmental regulations as well as spare part suppliers and 

body builders. 

Comment 

 The proposed amendments to MVA, 1988 mainly focuses on issues relating to improving road safety, citizens‟ 

facilitation while dealing with the Transport Department. 

 It also focuses on strengthening rural transport, public transport, last mile connectivity automation and 

computerization (e-Governace) and enabling online services. 

Background 

 In India every year 5 lakh road accidents are reported in which 1.5 lakh people lose their lives. 

 To address the issue of road safety, the Union Government had proposed a draft Road Transport & Safety Bill earlier. 

However, most of the States had expressed reservations. 

 To address the reservations of states the Union Ministry of Road Transport & Highways constituted a Group of 

Transport Ministers (GoM) of the States. 

 The GoM was headed by Yoonus Khan, Transport Minister of Rajasthan held three meetings in which total of 18 

Transport Ministers from different states had participated. 

 The GoM had recommended that Union Government should immediately bring amendments to the present Motor 

Vehicle Act, 1988 to address the issue of road safety and improving transport scenario. 

eSignDesk: Aadhar-linked eSignature facility launched 

4-Aug-16 

 Aadhar-linked eSignature facility dubbed as eSignDesk was launched by LegalDesk, a Bengaluru based start-up in the 

online legal documentation business. 

 eSignDesk based on Aadhaar platform it is actually an initiative of the Union Government aimed at allowing all 

citizens (with Aadhaar) to remotely sign any document. 

Key Features of eSignDesk 

 eSignDesk is the instant signing feature. It saves both time and money and also provides security as nobody can forge 

this signature unlike wet signatures. 

 The users of this facility need to have a registered mobile number associated with the Aadhaar card. 

 It also deters fraud and ensures that the content of the document also cannot be tampered or replicated (forged). 

 The documents signed electronically using it will be legally valid in the country. It will take digital signatures to the 

masses beyond companies and corporates. 

Shubha Mudgal selected for Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award 

4-Aug-16 

 Singer Shubha Mudgal has been selected for the prestigious the 23rd Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award 2016. 
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 She will be bestowed with this award for her outstanding contribution towards the promotion of communal harmony, 

peace and goodwill. 

About Shubha Mudgal 

 Shubha Mudgal is a well-known Indian singer of Hindustani classical music, Thumri, Khayal, Dadra and popular 

Indian pop music. 

 She was also awarded the 1996 National Film Award for Best Non-Feature Film Music Direction for „Amrit Beej‟. 

She was honoured with Padma Shri in 2000. 

About Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award 

 The Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award is given on 20 August i.e. the occasion of the birth anniversary of 

Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India. 

 The award was instituted by All India Congress Committee (AICC) of the Indian National Congress Party in 1992. 

The award carries a citation and cash award of Rs 10 lakh. 

 It was instituted to commemorate the lasting contribution made by Rajiv Gandhi to promote peace, communal 

harmony and fight against violence. 

 Former recipients are Mother Teresa, Mohd Yunus, Lata Mangeshkar, Ustad Bismillah Khan, Sunil Dutt and Ustad 

Amjad Ali Khan etc. 

Rajya Sabha passes The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 

4-Aug-16 

 The Rajya Sabha has unanimously passed The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 to introduce the 

goods and services tax (GST). 

 With this passage of bill, India took giant step in structural indirect taxation reform and paved way for the concept of 

one nation, one tax. 

 Earlier the Bill was passed in Lok Sabha in May 2015. However, now the Bill will again go back to the Lok Sabha to 

incorporate the few amendments approved by the Rajya Sabha. 

Note: The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 will enter into the statute book as The Constitution (101st 

Amendment) Bill, 2016. 

What is GST? 

 GST is single indirect tax for the whole nation, which will make India one unified common market. It is a single tax 

on the supply of goods and services, right from the manufacturer to the consumer. 

 GST is essentially a tax only on value addition at each stage i.e. credits of input taxes paid at each stage will be 

available in the subsequent stage of value addition. 

 Thus, the final consumer will bear only the GST in the supply chain charged by the last dealer with set-off benefits at 

all the previous stages. 

Purpose of GST 

 GST aims to bring uniform indirect tax regime throughout the country by subsuming central and state indirect taxes 

into single indirect tax. 
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 It also seeks to enhance fiscal federalism by removing indirect tax barriers across states and integrate the country into 

a common market, boosting government revenue and reducing business costs. 

Which indirect taxes will subsume into GST? 

At the Central level:  

(i) Central Excise Duty,  

(ii) Additional Excise Duty,  

(iii) Service Tax, (iv)  

(iv) Additional Customs Duty (also known as Countervailing Duty)  

(v) Special Additional Duty of Customs. 

At the State level:  

(i) State Value Added Tax (VAT) or Sales Tax,  

(ii) Octroi and Entry tax,  

(iii) Purchase Tax,  

(iv) Luxury tax, and  

(v) Taxes on lottery, betting and gambling  

(vi) Entertainment Tax (other than the tax levied by the local bodies)  

(vii) Central Sales Tax (levied by the Centre and collected by the States). 

Key changes proposed to the Constitution (122nd Amendment) Bill, 2014 Clause 2014 Bill Amendments in 2016 

Bill Additional 1% tax on inter- State trade 

 It will be levied by Centre in the course of inter-State trade.  

 It will be directly assigned to the States from where the supply originates. 

 This provision has been deleted 

Compensation to States 

 Parliament may, by law, provide for compensation to states for any loss of revenues for a period which may extend to 

5 years. 

 It will be based on the recommendations of the GST Council. 

 This implies that Parliament may decide  

 Whether it wants to provide compensation time period for which it can provide such compensation, up to 5 years.  

 Parliament must by law, provide for compensation to states for any loss of revenues, for a period which may extend to 

5 years.  

 This would be based on the recommendations of the GST Council.   

 This implies that  Parliament must provide compensation to states and compensation cannot be provided for more than 

5 years, but Parliament may decide a shorter time period. 

Dispute resolution 

 The GST Council may decide modalities to resolve disputes arising out of its recommendations.  

 The GST Council to establish mechanism to adjudicate any dispute arising out of its recommendations. 

 Disputes can be between:  (i) centre and states vs. one or more states;  
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(ii) centre vs. one or more states;  

(iii) state vs. state. 

 It makes mandatory for a standing mechanism to resolve disputes. 

Replacement of the term 

IGST 

 The GST Council will make recommendations on the apportionment of the Integrated Goods and Services Tax 

(IGST). However, IGST was not defined in the bill. 

 It replace the term IGST with „goods and services tax levied on supplies in the course of inter-State trade or 

commerce‟. 

 The states‟ share of the IGST shall not form a part of the Consolidated fund of India. 

Inclusion of CGST and IGST in tax devolution to states 

 States‟ share of IGST will be distributed between the Centre and States. 

 CGST and the Centre‟s share of IGST will be distributed between the Centre and States. 

 For more analysis: Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

BSE inks cyber security MoU with IIT Kanpur 

4-Aug-16 

 The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has signed cyber security MoU (memorandum of understanding) with the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur. 

 IIT Kanpur will assist BSE in testing its vulnerabilities in Information Technology (IT) system and network and help 

forming guidelines and auditing security operations. 

The key highlights of MoU includes 

 Cooperation for cyber security research in financial markets Develop tools to strengthen cyber security and advise 

BSE in its cyber related issues. 

 Develop and foster an environment to deal with current & future cyber security challenges 

August 5, 2016 

Pakistan based Jamaat-ur-Ahrar designated a ‘terror group’ 

5-Aug-16 

 The United States declared Pakistan based Jamaat-ur-Ahrar (JuA) as a „terror group‟ by adding it to its list of global 

terrorists. 

 This declaration triggers sanctions against the terrorist faction that has staged multiple attacks on civilians, religious 

minorities and soldiers. 

 Besides anyone who supports Jamaat-ur-Ahrar could have his assets frozen by the US Government. 

About Jamaat-ur-Ahrar 

 JuA is a militant Sunni Islamic group. It is a splinter faction of the Pakistani Taliban movement. It has declared loyalty 

to Islamic State‟s (IS). 

 The aim of Pakistani Taliban allied with Afghan Taliban is to topple the Pakistan Government. 
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 It has claimed responsibility of 5 major attacks in Pakistan since December 2015, including the Easter Sunday 

bombing in a public park that killed 70 people in Lahore city. 

Gujarat HC quashes 10% quota for economically backward classes 

5-Aug-16 

 The Gujarat high court has quashed 10 percent reservation quota for the economically backward classes (EBCs). 

 In this regard, the Court has declared The Gujarat Unreserved Economically Weaker Sections (Reservation of Seats in 

Educational Institutions in the State and of Appointments and Posts in Services under the State) Ordinance, 2016 

unconstitutional. 

Key Facts 

 The ordinance was termed as unconstitutional as the total reservation exceeds in the state exceeded the 50 percent cap 

set by the Supreme Court. 

 The ordinance had provided 10 percent quota for EBCs in higher educational institutions and government jobs. 

 Moreover, the HC also stated that there was no survey conducted to grant this ECB quota. 

Background 

 In May 2016, the Gujarat Government had announced to implement 10 percent quota in admission for students 

belonging to EBCs with effect from the academic year i.e. 2016-17.  

 This quota was additional to the existing reservations for SCs, STs and OBCs. It had exceeding the cap set by the 

Supreme Court. 

Nita Ambani becomes first Indian woman member of IOC 

5-Aug-16 

 Noted sports promoter and founder chairperson of Reliance Foundation, Nita Ambani was elected as an individual 

member of International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

 With this, she becomes the first Indian woman to join the prestigious body which governs Olympic sports in the 

world. 

Key Facts 

 Nita Ambani is only current active individual member of the IOC from India and shall serve at the high-profile world 

body until she attains the age of 70. 

 She was elected at the 129th IOC Session held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil after being nominated in June 2016 by the 

IOC Executive Board. 

 Sir Dorabji Tata was the first Indian representative in the IOC while Raja Randhir Singh was a member from 2000-

2014 and is currently honorary member of the IOC.. 

RBI launches portal to curb illegal money 

5-Aug-16 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched a website (sachet.rbi.org.in) to curb illegal and unauthorised pooling of 

funds by unscrupulous firms. 

 The website was launched by RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan in Mumbai, Maharashtra. It will help people obtain 

information about entities allowed to collect deposits. 
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Key features of Portal 

 Facilitate filing, tracking of complaints relating to illegal and unauthorised pooling of funds by unscrupulous firms 

 Provide information about whether any particular entity is registered with any regulator or is permitted to accept 

deposits. 

 Help to enhance coordination among regulators and state government agencies to curb instances of unauthorised 

acceptance of deposits by unscrupulous entities. 

 Incorporates regulations prescribed by all financial regulators that different entities have to follow. 

Takehiko Nakao re-elected as President of Asian Development Bank 

5-Aug-16 

 Takehiko Nakao has been re-elected for a 2nd term as the President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), which is 

beginning from November 2016. 

About Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

 ADB is based in Manila, Philippines. 

 It is owned by 67 members – 48 from the region including India. 

 It is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, environmentally 

sustainable growth, and regional integration. 

Rio Olympics 2016 opens with a glittering ceremony in Rio De Janerio 

6-Aug-16 

 The 31st edition of Summer Olympic Games opened in the Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro. It was declared open by 

Acting Brazilian President Michel Temer at the Maracana Stadium. 

 The theme of the 31st edition of Summer Olympic Games was “World peace and Environment“. 

Key Facts 

 The 2016 Rio Olympics games are scheduled to take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 5 to 21 August 2016. It is 

officially known as the Games of the XXXI Olympiad. 

 It is for first time the summer Olympics will be held in South American Continent and Brazil is hosting it for the first 

time. 

 The opening ceremony was held at the Maracana Stadium and it witnessed different performances and events 

depicting rich blend of Brazilian styles, histories and artists. 

 The events retraced the history of Brazil from the arrival of the Portugese, the African influence on its culture, the 

immigration of Arab and Japanese communities and the rise of great cities. 

 India, which has fielded its biggest ever contingent of 120 sportspersons was led by flagbearer and Olympic Gold 

medallist Abhinav Bindra. 

Union Government fixes an inflation target of 4 percent for five years 

6-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has set an inflation target of four per cent for the next five years i.e. till March 31, 2021. 

 In this regard, Union Government will soon set-up Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) to adhere to the target till 

March 31, 2021. 
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Backgroud 

 This target was fixed after the Union Government and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had reached an agreement on a 

monetary policy framework. 

 The framework had had set the inflation target at four per cent, plus or minus two per cent. 

 However, there was no legal backing to it. 

 The Union Government in June 2016 also had notified rules for setting up the MPC giving effect to amendments in the 

RBI Act. 

What is Inflation targeting? 

 Inflation targeting is a monetary policy in which a central bank estimates and makes public a projected or “target” 

inflation rate. 

 After declaration of target, the central bank attempts to steer actual inflation towards the target through the use of 

interest rate changes and other monetary tools. 

 The key advantage of a target is that it allows to recognise the short run trade-offs between inflation and growth. 

 It also enables Central Bank to pursue the inflation target in the long run over the course of a business cycle. 

Union Government launches MAA, nation-wide breast feeding programme 

6-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has launched MAA (Mothers’ Absolute Affection), a nation-wide breast feeding 

programme. 

 It was launched by Union Health Minister & Family Welfare J P Nadda along with Bollywood actress Madhuri Dixit 

who is brand ambassador of this campaign. 

Key Facts 

 MAA is an intensified programme of the Union Health Ministry that aims to enhance optimal breastfeeding practices 

in the country. 

 It seeks to create an enabling environment to ensure that mothers, husbands and families receive adequate information 

and support for promotion of breastfeeding. 

 It has been launched in an attempt to bring undiluted focus on promotion of breastfeeding and provision of counselling 

services for supporting breastfeeding through health systems. 

 The programme has been named „MAA‟ to signify the support a lactating mother requires from family members and 

at health facilities to breastfeed successfully. 

 The chief components of the Programme are  

(i) Community awareness generation, 

(ii) Strengthening inter personal communication through ASHA, 

(iii) Skilled support for breastfeeding at Delivery points in Public health facilities, and  

(iv) Monitoring and Award/recognition. 

 The Union Health Ministry has allocated 30 crore rupees for the Programme and 4.3 lakh rupees for each district for 

implementing the various activities under MAA programme. 

Importance of Breastfeeding 
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 The practice of breastfeeding is one of the important natural interventions for child survival as it enhances immunity 

level in child and can greatly help to reduce the under-five mortality rate. 

 Around 20% newborn deaths and 13% under-five deaths can be prevented by breastfeeding. 

 Besides, breastfeeding can prevent child deaths associated with Diarrhoea and Pneumonia. 

 Infants who are not breastfed are 15 times more likely to die from pneumonia and 11 times more to die from diarrhoea 

than children who are exclusively breastfed. Breastfed infant also have higher intelligence quotient. 

Union Government aims to roll out GST from April 1, 2017 

6-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has set the ambitious target to roll out of the Goods and Services Tax, (GST) from 1st April 

2017. 

 It was announced by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley after unveiling a detailed road map for GST 

implementation. 

 This announcement was made after Rajya Sabha had passed The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014. 

How would be GST administered in India? 

 There will be two components of GST – Central GST (CGST) and State GST (SGST) in order to comply with federal 

structure of India. 

 Thus both Centre and States have authority to simultaneously levy GST across the value chain. GST will be levied on 

every supply of goods and services. 

 States will levy and collect the State Goods and Services Tax (SGST) on all transactions within a State and Centre will 

levy and collect Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST). 

 The credit of SGST paid on inputs will be allowed for paying the SGST on output. No cross utilization of credit would 

be permitted. 

 Similarly, the input tax credit of CGST will be available for discharging the CGST liability on the output at each stage. 

What are the benefits of GST? 

For business and industry 

Uniformity of tax rates and structures: GST will ensure that indirect tax rates and structures are uniform across the 

country. 

 Thereby it will increase certainty and ease of doing business i.e. make it tax neutral, irrespective of the choice of place 

of doing business in the country. 

Removal of cascading: The GST will ensure minimal cascading of taxes (i.e. tax on tax) as it will have a system of 

seamless tax-credits throughout the value-chain, and across boundaries of States. It will help to reduce hidden costs of 

doing business. 

Easy compliance: The GST regime will have a robust and comprehensive IT system. 

 Therefore, all tax payer services such as registrations, payments, returns, etc. will be available to the taxpayers online. 

Thus it would make compliance easy and transparent. 

Improved competitiveness: It will reduce transaction costs of doing business that will eventually lead to an improved 

competitiveness for the trade and industry. 
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Gain to manufacturers and exporters: The subsuming of major Central and State indirect taxes in GST would reduce 

the cost of locally manufactured goods and services. 

 It will increase the competitiveness of Indian goods and services in the international market and give boost to Indian 

exports. 

For Central and State Governments 

 Simple and easy to administer: GST will replace multiple indirect taxes at the Central and State levels into single 

regime. 

 GST backed with a robust end-to-end IT system will be simpler and easier to administer than all other indirect taxes of 

the Centre and State levied so far. 

Better controls on leakage: The robust IT infrastructure of GST regime will result in better tax compliance that will curb 

leakages and incentivize tax compliance by traders. 

Higher revenue efficiency: GST will lead to higher revenue efficiency as it is expected to decrease the cost of collection 

of tax revenues of the Government. 

For the consumer 

Single and transparent tax proportionate to the value of goods and services: Under GST regime there will be only 

one tax from the manufacturer to the consumer. Thus, it will remove many hidden taxes leading to transparency of taxes 

paid to the final consumer. 

Relief in overall tax burden: The overall tax burden on most commodities will come down because of efficiency gains 

and prevention of leakages which will benefit consumers. 

RBI constitutes Tarun Ramadorai committee to look at household finances in India 

6-Aug-16 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted Dr. Tarun Ramadorai committee to study various facets of household 

finance in India. 

Abhijeet Gupta retains Commonwealth Chess championship crown 

8-Aug-16 

 Grandmaster and former world junior champion Abhijeet Gupta has won the 20th Commonwealth Chess 

championship crown 2016 held in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

WII to house India’s first tiger repository 

8-Aug-16  

 The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) will house the India‟s first repository on tigers, under its new Tiger Cell. 

 The repository will consist of huge database on tiger conservation and population estimation which has been prepared 

with collaborated effort with the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

 India‟s first tiger cell was set up at the WII campus in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. In this regard, a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) was signed between the NTCA and WII. 

 The cell will house a database of tigers as well as DNA and stripes samples of the big cats from over 50 tiger reserves. 

It will aid conservation efforts by preventing poaching and providing an update on tiger numbers. 

About Wildlife Institute of India (WII) 
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 WII is an autonomous institution under the Union Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change. It is based in 

Chandrabani, Dehradun. 

Functions: It conducts specialised research in areas of study like Endangered Species, Biodiversity, Wildlife 

Management, Wildlife Policy, Wildlife Forensics, Habitat Ecology, Spatial Modelling, Ecodevelopment, and Climate 

Change. 

Research facilities: WII‟s research facility includes Remote Sensing, Forensics and Geographic Information System 

(GIS) etc. It has contributed in studying and protecting wildlife in India and also has popularized wildlife studies and 

careers. 

About National Tiger Conservation Authority (NCTA) 

 NTCA is a statutory body under the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate change. 

 It was provided statutory status by the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2006 which had amended Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 It addresses the administrative as well as ecological concerns for conserving tigers, by providing a statutory basis for 

protection of tiger reserves. 

 It also provides strengthened institutional mechanisms for the protection of ecologically sensitive areas and 

endangered species. 

 It ensures enforcing of guidelines for tiger conservation and monitoring compliance of the same. 

 It also places motivated and trained officers having good track record as Field Directors of tiger reserves. 

Odisha Government launches Baristha Bunakar Sahayata Yojana 

8-Aug-16 

 The Odisha Government had launched Baristha Bunakar Sahayata Yojana, a special assistance scheme for elderly 

weavers. 

 The scheme was launched by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on the occasion of the second National Handlooms Day 

(observed on 7th August). 

August 7: National Handloom Day 

8-Aug-16 

 The National Handloom Day is being observed annually on 7 August to honour the handloom weavers in the country 

and also carter an impetus to India‟s handloom industry. 

Endosulfan causes DNA damage in animals: Study  

8-Aug-16 

 Researchers in India for the first time have found that mice and rats exposed to endosulphan suffer from DNA damage 

and genomic instability, and impaired DNA damage response. 

 This breakthrough discovery was discovered team of researchers led by Prof. Sathees Raghavan from the Bengaluru 

based IISc (Department of Biochemistry). 

PM Narendra Modi launches Mission Bhagiratha in Telangana 

8-Aug-16  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Mission Bhagiratha with an objective to provide safe drinking water to all. 
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 The scheme is the brain child of Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao. It was launched by state 

Government at Komatibanda Village, Gajwel in Medak District of Telangana. 

Gymnast Dipa Karmakar becomes first Indian to qualify for Vault Finals 

8-Aug-16  

 Gymnast Dipa Karmakar (22) created history by becoming the first Indian gymnast to qualify for the apparatus finals 

of artistic Gymnastics at the Rio 2016 Olympics. 

 She qualified after finishing eighth on the standings in the final round in the Individual vault final of artistic 

gymnastics 

PM Narendra Modi releases theme song for Tiranga Yatra to mark 70 years of Independence 

9-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a theme song for Tiranga Yatra to be organised to mark 70 years of 

Independence Day. 

 The theme song 70 Saal Azadi Yaad Karo Kurbani has been composed by Dr. Ghazal Srinivas. 

 Tiranga Yatra will be organised from 16 to 23 August 2016 across the country to mark 70 years of Independence. It 

will be the symbol of social harmony and unity in the country. 

 The Yatra will spread the message of harmony and also highlight the contributions of freedom fighters and martyrs 

among the school children during the celebration. 

Rajya Sabha passes Mental Health Care Bill 

9-Aug-16 

 The Rajya Sabha has passed the Mental Health Care Bill to provide better healthcare for people suffering from mental 

illness and also to decriminalise suicide. 

 The progressive legislation and is patient centric Bill was introduced in Rajya Sabha by the Union Health and Family 

Welfare Minister J P Nadda. 

Key Features 

 The Bill provides, every person has right to access mental health care and treatment from services run or funded by the 

government. 

 Under it, these also have right to equality of treatment, protection from inhuman and degrading treatment, access to 

their medical records free legal services etc. 

 It also has a provision to protect, promote and fulfill the rights of such persons during delivery of mental health care 

and services. 

 The Bill focuses on community based treatment and special provisions for women and health have also been provided. 

 In case of person who attempts to commit suicide shall be presumedto be suffering from mental illness at the time of 

attempting suicide unless proved otherwise. 

 Such person shall not be liable to punishment under section 309 (attempt to commit suicide) of Indian Penal Code 

(IPC). 

 It also provides for establishment of Central and State Mental Health Authority. It also establishes Mental Health 

Review Commission and Board (MHRCB) as a quasi-judicial body. 
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Background 

 The Bill was proposed as per the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to which India 

is signatory. It requires the countries to align their laws with the Convention.  

 In India, around 6 to 7 per cent of the population suffers from some kind of mental illnesses, while 1 to 2 per cent 

suffers from acute mental disease. 

August 9: International Day of the World’s Indigenous People 

9-Aug-16 

 The International Day of the World‟s Indigenous Peoples is observed every year on 9 August to promote and protect 

the rights of the world‟s indigenous population. 

 Significance of the Day: It recognizes the contributions and achievements of the indigenous people to improve world 

issues such as environmental protection. 

Parliament passes The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 

9-Aug-16 

 The Parliament passed The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 after it was unanimously passed by the 

Lok Sabha by approving all the amendments made by Rajya Sabha earlier. 

 The bill now will go states (15 out of total 29 states) for approval as per Article 368 of Constitution as it constitutional 

amendment bill dealing with changes in the features of fiscal federalism. 

 The passage of bill will pave the way for the roll out of Goods and Services Tax (GST) i.e. uniform taxation regime 

across the country. 

Comment 

 GST is considered as great step towards transformation and transparency in tax regime. 

 It will bring freedom from tax terrorism as it will be levied on consumption rather than production. 

 GST will also benefit states which are considered backward states and also address the problem of imbalanced 

development. 

 It will help to curtail black money as traders will be compelled to give proper bills. 

Long term effects GST 

 Eliminate multiple taxes on firms, thus help in ease of doing business. 

 Lead to uniform, seamless market across the country. 

 The uniform rate GST rate will check evasion and boost growth rates. 

 Reduce logistic costs for firms due to elimination of centre-states taxes. 

 Reduce the prices of capital goods and also boost economic (GDP) growth. 

 The need for financial documentation will increase and thus reduce black money. 

 It will also work as a catalyst to strengthen federal structure of the country. 

Short term negative impacts 

 First one or two years of implementation will see a negative impact of higher inflation. 

 There will be also a temporary dip in growth before the economic fruits of a common national market kick in. 
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What are Non-Performing Assets (NPA’s)? 

 NPAs (also called non-performing loans) are loans made by a bank or finance company on which repayments or 

interest payments are not being made on time. 

 The loan is considered to be a NPA once the borrower fails to make interest or principal payments for 90 days. 

 In case of Agriculture/Farm Loans, the NPA varies for of Short duration crop loan (interest not paid for 2 crop 

seasons), Long Duration Crops (interest not paid for 1 Crop season). 

 Thus, NPA is any asset of a bank which is not producing any income. It affects the profitability & liquidity of the 

banks. 

 It adversely affects the value of bank in terms of market credit and widens assets and liability mismatch. 

 It results in inflating the cost of capital for economic activities and banks may charge higher interest rates on some 

products to compensate NPAs. 

India seeks help of US and European countries to crack terror fund trail from Pakistan 

9-Aug-16 

 India has approached United States (US) and select European countries part of the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) to crack terror fund trail details of the Al Rehmat Trust from Pakistan. 

What is Financial Action Task Force (FATF)? 

 FATF is an inter‐governmental policy making body with ministerial mandate to establish international standards for 

combating money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 It was established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris (France) to combat the growing problem of money 

laundering. 

 It comprises over 36 countries including India. FATF Secretariat is housed at the headquarters of the OECD in Paris. 

 Initially it was only dealing with developing policies to combat money laundering. But in 2001 its purpose was 

expanded to act against terrorism financing. 

Objectives: Set standards and promote effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for 

combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial 

system. 

 Functions:  

(i) Set international standards to combat money laundering and terrorist financing.  

(ii) Assess and monitor compliance with the FATF standards.  

(iii) Conduct studies of money laundering and terrorist financing methods, trends and techniques.  

(iv) Respond to new and emerging threats, such as proliferation financing (used for promoting proliferation of 

chemical, biological and nuclear weapons). 

Maharashtra Government launches Quit India Movement 2 against social evils 

9-Aug-16 

 Maharashtra Government has launched Quit India 2 Swaraaj to Suraaj Movement against various social ills during 

commemoration of Platinum Jubilee anniversary of the Quit India Movement. 
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 On 8th August 1942, Mahatma Gandhi had given the clarion call of Quit India at the historic August Kranti Maidan 

(then called as Gowalia Tank Maidan), Bomabay (now Mumbai).. 

 It would emphasize on freedom from social evils farmer suicide, illiteracy, wastage of water, malnutrition, addiction 

among youth and corruption in order to achieve faster all-inclusive progress on all fronts. 

Veteran Tamil writer-producer Panchu Arunachalam passes away 

9-Aug-16 

 Veteran film producer, screenplay and script writer Panchu Arunachalam passed away in Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

following brief illness. He was 75. 

 He had mostly worked in Tamil cinema and had introduced Ilayaraja (renowned film composer) as music director in 

his film Annakili. He had made most of films starring Kamal Hassan and Rajinikanth. 

About Panchu Arunachalam 

 Born on 18 June 1941 in Sirukoodalpatti in Tamil Nadu. He was mentored by poet Kannadasan who was his uncle. 

 As a writer, he has worked in 100 films and also has written song lyrics for more than 200 films. He had produced 

films under his production banner named P. A. Arts.[Some of his famous movies are Sakalakala Vallavan, Murattu 

Kaalai and Apoorva Sagodhargal]. 

 He had worked with Rajinikanth in 23 films, including Pokkiri Raja, Kazhugu and Paayum Puli among others. 

PM Narendra Modi launches Yaad Karo Kurbani celebrations 

9-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Yaad Karo Kurbani (remember the sacrifices) celebrations at birthplace of 

freedom fighter Chandra Shekhar Azad at Alirajpur, Madhya Pradesh. 

Quit India Movement 

 QIM is also known as Civil Disobedience or August Kranti movement. 

 The mass movement was launched on 8th August 1942 at the Bombay session of All India Congress Committee 

(AICC). 

 It launched after Mahatma Gandhi made a call to Do or Die in his Quit India speech delivered at the Gowalia Tank 

Maidan in Mumbai on 8th August 1942 after the Cripps Mission had failed. 

Dinesh Kumar Khara appointed as Managing Director of SBI 

10-Aug-16 

 Dinesh Kumar Khara was appointed Managing Director (MD) of State Bank of India (SBI), India‟s largest lender. 

Steps taken by Government to protect Protected Species in India 

10-Aug-16 

 There are 909 entries of taxa (including species, families, genus, orders and classes) of animals, birds and plants in the 

various Schedules of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 Various steps have taken by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to protect 

these species. 

 This information was given by Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

Anil Madhav Dave, in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha. 
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Steps taken by MoEFCC 

 The names of protected species of animals, birds and plants have been mentioned at Schedule I of Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 The Union Government has established a country-wide protected area network for protection of these species and their 

habitats of threatened flora and fauna under Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 The network includes 730 Protected Areas including 103 National Parks, 535 Wildlife Sanctuaries, 26 Community 

Reserves and 66 Conservation Reserves in different biogeographic regions. 

 Legal protection has been provided to wild animals under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 

against hunting and commercial exploitation. 

 Special programmes like Project Elephant‟ and „Project Tiger‟ have been launched for conservation of these 

endangered species and their habitats. 

 In Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSC) of „Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats‟ a specific component of 

“Recovery programmes for saving critically endangered species and habitats‟ is provided for focused conservation 

action on selected critically endangered species. 

 Financial and technical assistance is provided to the State/ UTs under the CSCs for providing better protection to 

wildlife including endangered species and improvement of its habitat. 

 Under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has been empowered to 

apprehend and prosecute wildlife offenders. 

 The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has been set up to ensure co-ordination among various officers and State 

Governments for the enforcement of law for control of poaching and illegal trade in wildlife and its products. 

 National Biological Diversity Act (NBA), 2002 has been enacted to ensure protection of threatened species and their 

habitats. 

 Under the Section 38 of the NBA, 2002 the species which are on the verge of extinction or likely to become extinct in 

near future as threatened species, are notified. 

 Botanical Survey of India (BSI) has brought a number of endemic/threatened plants under cultivation (ex-situ 

conservation) in its and associated botanic gardens. 

Irom Sharmila ends 16-year-long fast 

10-Aug-16 

 The Iron Lady of Manipur Irom Chanu Sharmila (44) ended her 16-year-long hunger strike for repealing of the Armed 

Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) of 1958 from Manipur. 

 After ending her16-year-long hunger strike, she announced that she wants bring some positive changes in the state by 

actively participating in politics and contesting elections. 

About Irom Chanu Sharmila 

 Born on 14 March 1972 in Imphal, Manipur. She is a civil rights activist, political activist, and poet. 

 She is famously known as the Iron Lady of Manipur and also as Mengoubi (the fair one). 

 She had started hunger-strike at the age of 28 following a massacre in Malom, Imphal in which innocent 10 persons 

were killed by the Assam Rifles in November 2000. 



Unique IAS Academy, Current Affairs August 2016 
 

Unique IAS Academy, 1st street, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore, 0422-4204182  9884267599 Page 22 
 

 Her main demand was for repealing Armed AFSPA, 1958 from her state which provided immunity to armed forces 

with regard to their actions. 

 Since November 2000, Sharmila was forcefully fed through nasal tube. She is the world‟s longest hunger striker, as 

she had refused food and water for more than 500 weeks. 

Awards and Honours: Gwangju Prize for Human Rights (2007), Mayillama Award (2009), lifetime achievement award 

(2010) from the Asian Human Rights Commission, Rabindranath Tagore Peace Prize (2010) etc. 

Union Cabinet approves The Lokpal and Lokayuktas (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

10-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval Lokayuktas (Amendment) Bill, 2016. 

 The Bill seeks to amend Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 which provides for establishment of the Lokpal at the 

centre and Lokayuktas in the states for inquiring into complaints of corruption against certain public servants. 

Key Facts 

 The approved amendments will amend Section 44 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013. 

 These amendments will address concerns and apprehensions expressed by different categories of public servants. 

 They will also address the difficulties being faced in implementing the provision of section 44 of the Lokpal and 

Lokayuktas Act, 2013. 

 These amendments are in line with one of the recommendations of the Standing Committee. 

August 10: World Bio-fuel Day 

10-Aug-16 

 The International Biodiesel Day (or World Bio-fuel Day) is observed every year on August 10 to create awareness 

about the importance of non-fossil fuels. 

Significance of the day: To create awareness about non fossil-fuels (Green Fuels or Bio-fuels). Biofuels are renewable, 

bio-degradable, sustainable and environment friendly fuel. It can be seen as alternative to conventional fossil fuels. 

August 11, 2016 

K M Hanumantharayappa assumes charge as Chairman of Central Silk Board 

11-Aug-16 

 K M Hanumantharayappa has assumed charge as the new Chairman of Central Silk Board (CSB), for a period of three 

years. 

 He is the 25th Chairman of the Central Silk Board and succeeds N S Bissegowda.. 

About Central Silk Board (CSB) 

 CSB is a statutory body established under the Central Silk Board Act, 1948. 

 It functions under the aegis of Union Ministry of Textile. 

 It is a national organization for overall development of silk sector in India. 

Union Cabinet approves MoU between India and South Africa in the field of Tourism 

11-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India 

and South Africa for cooperation in the field of Tourism. 
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Union Government constitutes Amitabh Kant committee to review e-commerce rules 

11-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has decided to set up a committee to look at easing the policy regime for ecommerce players, 

including the rules for foreign direct investment (FDI). 

Unit I of Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project dedicated to nation 

11-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin dedicated the first unit of the ambitious 

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) in Tamil Nadu to the nation. 

 KKNPP was dedicated by the leaders through video conferencing from Delhi and Moscow. It has India‟s single largest 

nuclear generation unit with capacity of 1000 megawatt (MW) 

Key Facts 

 The KKNPP is located in Tirunelveli district in Tamil Nadu, around 650 km from Chennai. It is built under India-

Russian Nuclear agreement of 1988. 

 KKNPP is India‟s nuclear power plant to use imported PWR technology. It has VVER (Water-Water Energetic 

Reactor) type light water reactors. 

 The reactors are built by the NPCIL (Nuclear Power Corporation of India) and Russia‟s Atomstroyexport Company, a 

subsidiary of Rosatom. 

 The Unit I of the KKNPP is already in service since December 2014 and was connected to the southern grid in 

October 2013. 

 The first unit till now more than 10,800 million units of power and the plant had attained criticality in July 2013 

 The Unit II (1000 MW capactity) of the KKNPP had achieved criticality in July 2016 will begin power production by 

end of August 2016. 

 Besides, preliminary works are also going on for the construction of third and fourth reactors with Russian technical 

expertise. 

 KKNPP has enhanced safety features which were incorporated in the water cooled, water moderated reactor complex 

after the Fukushima nuclear incident in Japan. 

India-Russian Nuclear agreement of 1988: It was signed between the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Soviet 

leader Mikahil Gorbachev in November 1988. The agreement was revived in 1998 with Russia and construction works 

started in March 2002 due to the political and economic upheaval in Russia after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

Note: The allocation power generated from KKNPP-I & II (2000 MW) include Tamil Nadu (925MW), Karnataka (442 

MW), Kerala (266 MW), Puducherry (67 MW). While 300 MW remains unallocated. 

CCEA gives nod to development of AUSC technology for thermal power plants 

11-Aug-16 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CEEA) has given its approval for the development of Advanced Ultra 

Super Critical (AUSC) technology for thermal power plants. 

 In this regard, CCEA has approved a one-time grant of 900 crore rupees spread over three years for an R&D project 

for the development of AUSC technology for thermal power plants. 
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 The project was proposed by a consortium of three government entities to reduce coal consumption as well as Carbon 

di-oxide (CO2) emission. They are Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL), Indira Gandhi Centre of Atomic Research 

(IGCAR) National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). 

Key Facts 

 AUSC technology will enable Indian industries to design, manufacture and commission higher efficiency coal-fired 

power plants with indigenously developed technology. 

 This will be the first time large power plant equipment will be manufactured without any technological collaboration 

or licensing agreement with foreign companies. 

 Use of this technology in all future large coal-fired power plants will ensure energy security for the country for a 

longer period as well as greener environment. 

Significance 

 Power generation from coal-fired power plants contributes to about 38% of CO2 pollution in the atmosphere. 

 AUSC technology which is still in research stage will help in 20% reduction in CO2 emission at source combined with 

20% saving in coal consumption compared to sub-critical plants. 

What is a Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC)? 

 A NBFC is a financial institution that provides banking services without meeting the legal definition of a bank, i.e. one 

that does not hold a banking license. 

 It is established as a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 but its operations are often still covered 

under a country‟s banking regulations. 

 NBFCs may be engaged in the business of loans and credit facilities, savings products, investments and money 

transfer services. 

What is difference between banks and NBFCs? 

 NBFCs business activities are akin to that of banks as they can lend and make investments; however there are a few 

differences between them. 

 NBFCs cannot accept demand deposits. They cannot issue cheques as they do not form part of the payment and 

settlement system. 

 Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is not available to depositors of 

NBFCs, unlike in case of banks. 

August 12, 2016 

August 12: International Youth Day 

12-Aug-16 

 The International Youth Day (IYD) is observed every year on August 12 to draw attention to a given set of cultural 

and legal issues surrounding youth. 

2016 theme: “The Road to 2030: Eradicating Poverty and Achieving Sustainable Consumption and Production”. 

 The focus of theme is on the leading role of young people in ensuring poverty eradication and achieving sustainable 

development through sustainable consumption and production. 
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 Sustainable consumption entails the use of services and products that meet the basic needs of communities while 

safeguarding the needs of future generations.. 

NHAI inks MoU with IIT-Kharagpur to develop technology to construct maintenance free highways in India 

12-Aug-16 

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has signed MOU with IIT-Kharagpur for research project to 

develop technology to construct long lasting maintenance free highways. 

 Under this MoU, IIT-Kharagpur will develop „Paneled Cement Concrete Pavements‟ for highways. 

 The duration of the research project is 3 years. 

Union Government launches social media campaign on Daughters Day 

12-Aug-16 

 The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development has launched a social media campaign to mark the Daughters 

Day on 11th August. 

 It was launched by Union Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi in New Delhi. 

 The Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao‟ programme to check female foeticide, improve sex ratio and educate girls across India. 

Assam Government launches Rhino horn verification process 

12-Aug-16 

 The Assam Government has launched Rhino horn verification process for verifying rhino horns stored in various 

treasuries of Assam since 1980.. 

Union Government launches data bank portal of MSMEs 

12-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has launched two important initiatives of the Union Ministry of MSME, viz. MSME Databank 

Portal and Online Finance Facilitation Web Portal.. 

Rajya Sabha passes Maternity Benefits (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

12-Aug-16 

 The Rajya Sabha has passed the Maternity Benefits (Amendment) Bill, 2016 to raise maternity leave for working 

women from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for two surviving children. 

SC lifts ban on registration of High-end Diesel cars and SUVs in Delhi and NCR 

12-Aug-16 

 The Supreme Court of India has lifted the ban on registration of high-end diesel cars and SUVs having engine capacity 

of 2000 cc and above in Delhi and NCR. 

Assam becomes first state to ratify The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 

12-Aug-16 

 The northern east state of Assam became first state in India to ratify The Constitution (122
nd

 Amendment) (GST) Bill, 

2014. 

 In this regard, the Assam Assembly passed a resolution ratifying The Constitution (122
nd

 Amendment) (GST) Bill, 

2014 with simple majority. 
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 The Bill was passed by the Parliament in August 2016 and was forwarded to states for approval as per Article 368 of 

Constitution. The approval of half of the states (15 out of 29) in mandated as per Article 368 of Constitution as it 

deals with changes in the features of fiscal federalism. 

Article 368: Special Majority plus State ratification 

 This type of special majority plus state ratification is required when a constitutional amendment bill try to change the 

federal structure. 

 As per article 368, the bill must be passed by a special majority requiring a majority of 2/3
rd

 members present and 

voting in both houses of Parliament. 

 Besides, it must be ratified by more than half of the state legislatures (15 out of 29 states) by a simple majority. 

Key Provisions of the Bill 

 Keeping in mind the federal structure of India, the GST has two components viz. Central GST (CGST) and the State 

GST (SGST). 

 Besides, Centre will only levy the Integrated GST (IGST) on interstate supply of goods and services or imports. 

 Parliament and state legislatures have concurrent powers to make laws on GST. Parliament will not override state law 

on GST. 

 GST council will recommend rates of tax, period of levy, principles of supply, special provisions to certain states etc. 

 GST council will comprise of Union Minister of Finance (Chairman), Union Minister of State (MoS) for Revenue and 

state finance Ministers as members. 

 Alcoholic liquor for human consumption has been keep away from preview of GST. 

 Initially, GST will not apply to (i) petroleum crude, (ii) high speed diesel, (iii) motor spirit (petrol), (iv) natural gas 

and (v) aviation turbine fuel. The GST Council will decide when GST will be levied on them. 

Novel drug compound inhibiting skin cancer discovered: NCCS Study 

12-Aug-16 

 Researchers from the Pune-based National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS) have successfully isolated cancer stem 

cells that cause skin cancer. 

First human genetic editing trial in China 

13-Aug-16 

 Chinese scientists are going to perform the world‟s first genetic editing trial on humans in an attempt to find a cure for 

lung cancer. 

 It will be performed as the trial phase by injecting cells that have been modified using the CRISPRCas9 gene-editing 

technique into the patients. 

What is CRISPR-Cas9 gene-editing technique? 

 CRISPR short form of clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats. It allows scientists to selectively edit 

genome parts and replace them with new DNA stretches. 

 Cas9 is an enzyme that can edit DNA, allowing the alteration of genetic patterns by genome modification. CRISPR is 

a collection of DNA sequences that direct Cas9 where to cut and paste. 
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 CRISPR-Cas9 technology has the potential to revolutionise the treatment of blood diseases, tumours and other genetic 

diseases. 

Scientists develop mechanism to recycle CO2 into usable fuel 

13-Aug-16 

 Researchers from United States have developed a mechanism to convert greenhouse gas (GHG) Carbon dioxide 

(CO2) into carbon monoxide (CO) that can be recycled into usable fuel. 

 This mechanism was developed by US Department of Energy‟s Argonne National Laboratory and University of 

Illinois at Chicago. 

Dipika Pallikal wins PSA Australian Open 

13-Aug-16 

 India‟s top squash player Dipika Pallikal has won the prestigious PSA Australian Open held in Melbourne. 

Union Government launches 1st phase of Smart Ganga City programme in 10 cities 

13-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has launched the first phase of Smart Ganga City programme in 10 cities located along River 

Ganga. 

 The first phase of programme was jointly launched by the Union Urban Development Minister M Venkaiah Naidu and 

Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti. 

Key Facts 

 10 Cities/Towns are Haridwar, Rishikesh, Mathura, Varanasi, Kanpur, Allahabad, Lucknow, Patna, Sahibganj and 

Barrackpore. 

India’s first Nuclear Suppliers’ Insurance Policy unveiled by INIP 

13-Aug-16 

 India‟s first Nuclear Suppliers‟ insurance policy for „Right to Recourse‟ was unveiled by India Nuclear Insurance Pool 

(INIP). 

 The policy was unveiled by Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) chairman Sekhar Basu in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

Jamaica’s Usain Bolt wins Gold medal in 100 meters event at 2016 Rio Olympics 

15-Aug-16 

 Jamaica‟s speedster Usain Bolt has won the Gold medal in 100 meters final event at 2016 Rio Olympics by sprinting 

at recorded time of 9.81 seconds. With this he has retained his coveted title “Fastest man alive on the planet”. 

 Besides, American Sprinter Justin Gatlin won silver medal (9.89 seconds) and Andre De Grasse of Canada won 

bronze medal (9.91 seconds). 

 This was Usain Bolt‟s third Olympic Gold medal in the 100m event after he had won in 2008 and 2012 Olympics. 

He also has all the sprinting world record to his name including the 100m, 200m and 4x100m. He is the first man to 

hold both the 100 metres and 200 metres world records. 

Eminent Tamil Lyricist Na Muthukumar passes away 

15-Aug-16 

 Eminent poet and lyricist Na Muthukumar passed away in Chennai, Tamil Nadu following an illness. He was 41. 
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 He was known for his critically acclaimed literary work and Tamil film songs. He also had won two national awards. 

About Na Muthukumar 

 Born on 12 July 1975 in Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu. 

 He had entered the film industry with a dream of becoming a director and had worked as an associate for 

Balumahendra. 

 But his knowledge in Tamil language and literature led him to the area of song-writing. He had first wrote songs for 

director Seeman‟s film Veeranadai 

 He has written more than 1,000 lyrics in various movies and also penned novel “Silk City” in Tamil. 

 Awards and Honours: He had won two national awards for his lyrics “Anandha Yazhai Meetukirazh” in “Thanga 

Meenkazh” and “Azhagae Azhagae” in “Saivam”. 

India’s first BIO-CNG plant inaugurated in Pune 

15-Aug-16 

 India‟s first ever BIO-CNG plant producing CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) from agricultural residue was 

inaugurated in Pune, Maharashtra. 

 It was jointly inaugurated by Union Minister of Transport Nitin Gadkari and Union Defence Minister Manohar 

Parrikar. 

Key Facts 

 The plant was commissioned by Pune-based Primove Engineering Private Limited. It has been set up as a Proof of 

Concept (PoC) which can be replicated elsewhere. 

 It uses special bacterial solution for treating agricultural waste in the process of generation of CNG. The gas generated 

is cleaned and compressed for use in vehicles. 

Significance: The bio-fuel will help in reducing the import of diesel up to 50% and therefore the huge amount of foreign 

exchange can be saved. This energy source is also cost effective and pollution free. This project is remarkable step in 

Make In India and also will help reduce problem of disposal of agricultural waste was a major concern in the country. 

UBI launches USSD based mobile app for basic banking needs with NPCI 

15-Aug-16 

 The Union Bank of India (UBI) has launch an Unstructured Supplementary Service Data (USSD) based *99# mobile 

application for their customers for basic banking needs. 

 It was launched in partnership with National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the umbrella organisation for all 

retail payments system in the country. 

India’s first facility to produce nickel launched by HCL in Jharkhand 

15-Aug-16 

 India‟s first facility to produce nickel was launched by the Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL) at its Indian Copper 

Complex (ICC) at Ghatshila in Jharkhand.. 

. 

Bihar becomes 2nd state to ratify Constitutional amendment bill on GST 

16-Aug-16 
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 The Bihar State Legislature has unanimously ratified the The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014 for 

introduction of Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime in the country.. 

Benefits to state 

 GST will bring uniform indirect tax system throughout the country and there will be simplicity in the tax system. 

Revenue of the state will increase after GST bill. 

 State will get share of those service taxes which were earlier collected by the Central Government only. 

 Manufacturing state were getting lion‟s share of taxes, now the consumer states will also get benefit. 

China launches World’s first Quantum Communication Satellite 

16-Aug-16 

 China has successfully launched the world‟s first quantum satellite dubbed as Quantum Experiments at Space 

Scaler (QUESS) satellite. 

 The satellite was launched on board of Long March-2D rocket from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in the remote 

northwestern province of Gansu. 

First SAARC Youth Parliamentarians Conference begins in Islamabad 

17-Aug-16 

 The first South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Youth Parliamentarians Conference on `Peace 

and Harmony for Development‟ was held in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 . 

Najma Heptulla appointed Manipur Governor 

17-Aug-16 

 President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed former Union Minister Najma Heptulla (76) as Governor of Manipur. 

 She had served as Union Minority Affairs Minister in the Union Cabinet of NDA Government led by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. But she had resigned in July 2016. 

 . 

Constitutional provisions of Governor 

 Article 153: It says that there shall be Governor for each state. But 7th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1956 

facilitated the appointment of the same person as a governor for two or more states. 

 Article 156: Governor is appointed by President and hold office during the pleasure of President. It should be also 

noted that this article also mentions tenure of Governor. In this regard it says that Governor shall hold office for the 

term of 5 years from date he enters upon his office. 

AR Rahman honoured with Tamil Ratna Award 

17-Aug-16 

 Oscar winning music composer AR Rahman was honoured with the Tamil Ratna Award by the New York based 

Tamil Sangam. 

About the Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) 

 ICHR is an autonomous body of the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

 It was established by an Administrative Order of the then Union Ministry of Education and Social Welfare. 
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 It is based in New Delhi with regional centers in Bengaluru (Karnataka) and Gowahati (Assam). 

 ICHR disburses funds for carrying out research to Indian as well as foreign scholars on their applications for 

fellowships, grants, and symposia made to ICHR or through HRD Ministry. 

 It has provided financial assistance to the historians and direction to the research scholars in their multifarious topics 

of historical research.. 

Airlander 10: World’s largest aircraft embarks maiden flight 

18-Aug-16 

 The world‟s largest (longest) aircraft the Airlander 10 has embarked its maiden flight at an airfield in Cardington in 

central England. It is a hybrid airship made by Hybrid Air Vehicles in United Kingdom. 

 Its successful flight comes 85 years after another airship the ill-fated R101 took off in October 1930 from the same 

airfield before crashing in France. 

Features of Airlander 10 

 Airlander 10 is hybrid ship i.e. it is a partly plane and partly airship filled with helium gas. It is 92-metre-long and 

43.5m wide. 

 It can fly at up to 4,880 metres and reach speeds of 148 kilometres per hour. It can also carry a 10-tonne payload. 

 It can stay airborne for more than two weeks unmanned and up to five days if manned. 

 It was first developed for the US Government as a surveillance aircraft, but the project was shelved amid defence 

cutbacks. It can also be used for commercial purpose  

Wrestler Sakshi Malik wins India’s first medal at Rio Olympics 

18-Aug-16 

 Freestyle wrestler Sakshi Malik (23) won India‟s first medal at the 2016 Rio Olympic Games by clinching the bronze 

in the 58kg category. 

 With this victory she created history by becoming the first Indian woman wrestler to win an Olympic medal. It was 

India‟s overall 25th medal in Olympic Games. 

Olympic medals in Wrestling 

 Sakshi Malik‟s bronze medal was India‟s fifth wrestling medal in the Olympic Games. 

 KD Jadhav was the first Indian wrestler to win a medal in Olympics with his bronze at the 1952 Helsinki Olympic 

Games. 

 Sushil Kumar bagged the second wrestling bronze medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games and later silver medal 

at the 2012 London Olympic Games. 

 Yogeshwar Dutt also had pocketed a bronze medal at the 2012 London Olympic Games. 

About Sakshi Malik 

 Born on September 3, 1992 in Rohtak, Haryana. 

 She had started her training in wrestling at a tender age of 12-years under the guidance of Ishwar Dahiya at an akhara 

in the Chotu Ram stadium. 

 She has won bronze medal at the 2010 Junior World Championships in the 59-kg category, Gold medal at the 2014 

Dave Schultz International Wrestling Tournament (60-kg). 
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 She also has won silver medal in the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, bronze medal in 2015 Senior Asian 

Wrestling Championships in Doha and bronze medal at the 2016 Spanish Grand Prix in 60-kg category. 

Maharashtra launches India’s first Crime Criminal Tracking Network System 

19-Aug-16 

 The Maharashtra Government became first state in the country to launch India‟s first comprehensive „Crime Criminal 

Tracking Network System‟ (CCTNS) in Mumbai. 

 It was launched through the operationalisation of 42 cyber laboratories across the state in order to combat growing 

cybercrimes. 

Key Facts 

 The CCTNS has been developed by Pune based Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC). 

 Under it, all police stations in the state will be linked with one another for sharing information about crimes in their 

respective jurisdictions.. 

SBI board approves merger of 5 associate banks, BMB with itself 

19-Aug-16 

 The State Bank of India‟s (SBI‟s) board of directors has approved merger of its five associate banks and Bharatiya 

Mahila Bank (BMB) with itself. 

 These five subsidiaries are State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State 

Bank of Travancore and Bharatiya Mahila Bank.. 

Wrestler Narsingh Yadav banned for four years by Court of Arbitration for Sport 

19-Aug-16 

 Indian wrestler Narsingh Yadav was banned from all competitive sporting events for four years by the Court of 

Arbitration for Sport (CAS) based in Lausanne, Switzerland.. 

India Post Payments Bank Limited incorporated 

19-Aug-16 

 The India Post Payments Bank Limited (IPPBL) has received the Certificate of Incorporation from the Registrar of 

Companies, Ministry of Corporate Affairs under the Companies Act 2013. 

About India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) 

 The Union Government has given its approval for setting up IPPB as a Public Limited Company under the DoP with 

100% Government of India (GOI) equity. 

India ranks 66th in 2016 Global Innovation Index 

19-Aug-16 

 India has ranked 66th in the 2016 Global Innovation Index (GII). In this edition, India has jumped up by 15 spots from 

81st position in 2015 GII.. 

India’s P V Sindhu wins silver medal at 2016 Rio Olympics 

19-Aug-16 

 India‟s ace shuttler Pusarla Venkata Sindhu won the silver medal in women‟s singles badminton event at 2016 Rio 

Olympics. 
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About PV Sindhu 

 Born on5 July 1995 in Hyderabad, Telangana. 

 She had received international attention after getting listed into the Top 20 list of Badminton World Federation 

rankings in 2012. 

 In 2013, she created history by becoming first Indian women‟s singles badminton player to win a medal at the 2013 

World Championships. She had won bronze medal. 

 Awards and Honours: She was awarded with Padma Shri, India‟s fourth highest civilian honor in March 2015. 

19 August: World Humanitarian Day 

Usain Bolt becomes first athlete to win 9 gold medals in sprinting events of Olympics 

20-Aug-16 

 Jamaican Sprinter Usain Bolt created an unprecedented record of a triple treble (first athlete to win 9 gold medals in 

sprinting events of Olympics) by winning third Gold medal in Rio Olympics 2016. 

 He achieved this feat after Jamaica won gold medal in 4x100m relay final at the Rio Olympics. The team comprised of 

Usain Bolt, Asafa Powell, Yohan Blake and Nickel Ashmeade. Earlier in August 2016, Bolt had won gold medal in 

the 100-metre final at the Rio Olympics, becoming first athlete to win the event three times at consecutive Olympic 

Games.  

 It was followed by his second win in the 200-metre final with a gold medal. 

 With this, Bolt created a new record of three sprinting gold medals in three consecutive Olympics. 

 He has won gold medals the 100 meters, 200 meters and 4×100 meters in Beijing 2008, London 2012 and now in Rio 

2016. 

About Usain Bolt 

 Usain Bolt was born 21 August 1986 in Trelawny, Jamaica. He has earned nickname Lightning Bolt due to his 

achievements in sprinting. 

 He is regarded as the fastest person in the world ever timed. He is first athlete to hold both the 100 metres and 200 

metres world records. 

 He also holds the world record in the 4 × 100 metres relay. He also has won World and Olympic champion in these 

three events. 

BRICS women Parliamentarian’s forum begins in Jaipur 

20-Aug-16 

 The meeting of BRICS women parliamentarian‟s forum has begun in Jaipur, Rajasthan. BRICS is the grouping of 

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa... 

Urjit Patel appointed as 24th Governor of RBI 

20-Aug-16 

 Union Government has appointed Urjit Patel (52) as new Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 He will be 24th Governor of RBI 

 He will have tenure of three years and shall succeed Raghuram Rajan. Prior to this appointment (elevation) he was 

Deputy Governor of RBI. He will be the eighth Deputy Governor to be elevated as Governor at RBI. 
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Background 

 The Appointment Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has appointed Urjit Patel based on the recommendation of the 

Financial Sector Regulatory Appointments Search Committee (FSRASC), headed by the Cabinet Secretary. The 

Committee undertook an extensive exercise to suggest a panel of names to the ACC. 

About Urjit Patel 

 Born on October 28, 1963. He had received his doctorate in economics from Yale University in 1990) and M Phil 

from Oxford (1986). 

 By profession he is an eminent economist, consultant and banker. He has two decades of rich experience across 

sectors including financial, energy and infrastructure sectors. 

 He has worked with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) covering the US, India, Bahamas and Myanmar desks 

between 1990 and 1995. 

 For first time, he was appointed as the Deputy Governor of RBI in January 2013 for three year term and was later 

reappointed on January 2016. 

 He had headed committee to review the monetary policy framework and had proposed monetary policy committee to 

set interest rates (currently solely decided by the RBI governor). 

 It also had recommended targeting consumer inflation to control volatile prices by shifting the current focus away 

from wholesale prices. 

 Besides, he also had worked closely with several union and state government committees especially those on market 

studies, direct taxes, anti-trust laws, Prime Minister‟s Task Force on Infrastructure and sectors like telecom, aviation, 

power and pensions. 

Note: The RBI is central bank of India. It regulates banks, prints money and prevents volatility in the foreign exchange 

market. It is also the government‟s banker and lender of last resort. 

IOA President N Ramachandran bestowed with Olympic Order award  

22-Aug-16 

 President Indian Olympic Association (IOA) N. Ramachandran was awarded the Olympic Order for his outstanding 

services to the Olympic movement. 

 The award was formally bestowed upon him by the President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) Thomas 

Bach. 

China opens world’s longest and highest glass bridge 

22-Aug-16 

 The world‟s highest and longest glass-bottomed bridge was opened to visitors in central China. 

 The bridge connects two mountain cliffs known as the Avatar Mountains in Zhangjiajie, Hunan province. 

Key Facts 

 The glass-bottomed bridge is 430 metres long and is 6 metres wide. 

 It stands 300 metre above a canyon in the Tianmenshan National Forest Park. 

 It has been paved with 99 panes of three-layered transparent glass. 

 It has been designed by Israeli architect Haim Dotan. 
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 Construction of the bridge had completed in December 2015. 

 So far it has set 10 world records for design and construction. 

 Maximum 8,000 visitors will be allowed to cross the bridge every day. 

Actor Kamal Haasan selected for France’s Chevalier de L’Ordre Arts et Lettres 

22-Aug-16 

 Prominent film actor Kamal Haasan (61) has been selected by France for its prestigious Chevalier de L‟Ordre Arts et 

Lettres. It is also known as Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters. 

About Chevalier de L’Ordre Arts et Lettres 

 The award is part of French Government‟s premier award “the Legion of Honour.” It is aimed at honouring artists and 

writers of world repute. 

 The other recipients of the Chevalier Order from India include actors Amitabh Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan, 

Aishwarya Rai and Nandita Das. 

BRICS Women Parliamentarians forum passes Jaipur Declaration 

22-Aug-16 

 BRICS Women Parliamentarians forum has unanimously passed the Jaipur Declaration on the concluding day of the 

Forum‟s meeting held in Jaipur. 

August 20: World Mosquito Day 

22-Aug-16 

 The World Mosquito Day is observed every year on August 20 to raise awareness about the causes of malaria. 

 The observance of the day seeks to create awareness to prevent and also to fundraise for research into the cure of 

malaria.. 

PM Narendra Modi, Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani jointly inaugurate the restored Store Palace in Kabul 

22-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani jointly tele-inaugurated the restored Stor 

Palace in Kabul. 

 The Stor Palace is located in the Afghanistan‟s Ministry of Foreign Affairs Campus in Kabul. The newly renovated 

and restored building will house the Afghanistan‟s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 Besides, it will also serve as the venue for hosting official domestic and international events by the Afghan 

government. 

Background 

 A tripartite agreement for restoring Stor Palace was signed in 2011 during the visit of then Indian Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh to Afghanistan. The agreement was signed between Aga Khan Development Network, 

Government of Afghanistan and Government of India.  

India’s Contribution in Afghanistan’s development 

 India has played a significant role in the reconstruction and rehabilitation process in Afghanistan in the past few years. 

 Earlier in June 2016, both countries had inaugurated the $300 million India and Afghanistan Friendship Dam in Herat 

Province. 
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 Besides, India also had gifted Afghanistan its new parliament building in December 2015. 

 So far India has poured more than $2 billion dollars into Afghanistan reconstruction projects and humanitarian aid as 

part of its goodwill diplomacy making it one of the largest donors to the war-torn country. 

National Sports Awards 2016 

22-Aug-16 

 The Union Government bestows National Sports Awards every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports in 

India. 

 These awards include Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, Dronacharya Award, Arjuna Award, Dhyan Chand Award, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy and Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar . 

2016 iv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 

 It is India‟s highest sporting award given for the spectacular and most outstanding performance in the field of sports 

by a sportsperson over a period of four years. 

Recipients are: PV Sindhu (Badminton), Sakshi Malik (Wrestling), Dipa Karmakar (Gymnastics) and Jitu Rai 

(Shooting). 

2016 Dronacharya Award 

 It bestowed upon coaches for producing medal winners at prestigious international sportsevents. 

Recipients are: Nagapuri Ramesh (Athletics),Sagar Mal Dhayal (Boxing), Raj Kumar 

 Sharma (Cricket),Bishweshwar Nandi (Gymnastics), S. Pradeep Kumar (Swimming) and Mahabir Singh (Wrestling). 

2016 Arjuna Award 

 It is India‟s second highest sporting award bestowed upon sportsperson for consistently outstanding performance for 

four years. 

Recipients are: Rajat Chauhan (Archery), Lalita Babar (Athletics),Sourav Kothari (Billiards & Snooker), Shiva Thapa 

(Boxing),Ajinkya Rahane (Cricket), Subrata Paul (Football), Rani (Hockey),Raghunath V.R. (Hockey), Gurpreet Singh 

(Shooting), Apurvi Chandela (Shooting), Soumyajit Ghosh (Table Tennis),Vinesh (Wrestling), Amit Kumar (Wrestling), 

Sandeep Singh Mann (Para-Athletics) and Virender Singh (Wrestling). 

2016 Dhyan Chand Award 

 It is bestowed upon sportspersons for life time contribution to sports development. 

Recipients are: Satti Geetha (Athletics), Sylvanus Dung Dung (Hockey) and Rajendra Pralhad Shelke (Rowing). 

2015-16 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 

 It is bestowed upon overall top performing university in inter-university tournaments. 

Recipient: Punjabi University, Patiala. 

August 23, 2016 

SR Nathan: former longest-serving Singapore President of Indian-origin passes away 

23-Aug-16 

 The Indian-origin former Singapore President S.R. Nathan passed away days after suffering a stroke. He was 92. 

 He was the sixth and longest-serving President of Singapore. He was closely associated with the country‟s founding 

leader Lee Kuan Yew. 
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Hindi author Sunita Jain conferred with Vyas Samman award 2015 

23-Aug-16 

 Hindi scholar and writer Sunita Jain was conferred with the prestigious 25th Vyas Samman 2015. She was presented 

with the award by West Bengal Governor K N Tripathi. 

 She was bestowed with this prestigious literary award for her poetry collection Kshama (published in 2008). Through 

her poetry collection, she portrays the fine emotions between poet Tulsidas and his wife Ratnavalli. Using very fine 

language in the poetry, she has managed to aptly convey the sentiment of forgiveness between Tulsidas and his wife. 

About Vyas Samman award 

 The Vyas Samman award award was instituted by the K.K. Birla Foundation in 1991. 

 It is awarded annually to outstanding literary work in Hindi authored and published in past 10 years by an Indian 

citizen 

 The award carries monetary award of 2.5 lakh rupees, a citation and a plaque. 

Maharashtra becomes first state to draft law for internal security 

23-Aug-16 

 Maharashtra became the first state in the country to draft its own internal security legislation The 

 Maharashtra Protection of Internal Security Act (MPISA), 2016. 

Gujarat to host 2016 Kabaddi World Cup 

23-Aug-16 

 The International Kabaddi Federation (IKF) has announced that 2016 Kabaddi World Cup will be hosted in 

Ahmedabad, Gujarat between October 7 and 22, 2016. 

 The event will see participation of 12 Kabaddi teams from around the world representing all the five geographies of 

the Olympic Games. 

 These 12 teams are India, Canada, United States, United Kingdom, Iran, Australia, Poland, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

South Korea, Japan and Kenya. 

 Star Sports will be the official broadcaster of the 2016 Kabaddi World Cup. The matches will be aired exclusively on 

the Star Sports network and HotStar.. 

Andhra Pradesh becomes first state to launch DNA profiling of criminals 

23-Aug-16 

 Andhra Pradesh became the first state in the country to launch DNA Index System (DIS) for DNA (Deoxyribonucleac 

acid) profiling of criminals. 

Maharashtra, Telangana ink pact for 3 irrigation projects 

24-Aug-16 

 Maharashtra and Telangana have signed agreement for three irrigation projects to be constructed on Godavari, 

Pranahita and Painganga rivers. 

 These agreements were signed in presence of Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Telangana Chief 

Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

Key Facts 
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 Under the agreement, the two States would take up Tummidi Hatti, Medigadda and Chanaka-Korata irrigation projects 

on Godavari River and its tributaries. 

Union Government launches Accessible E-Library Sugamya Pustakalaya 

24-Aug-16 

 The Union Government has launched Accessible E-Library „Sugamya Pustakalaya‟ for Divyang under Prime 

Minister‟s Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan. 

 It was jointly launched by Union Ministers Ravi Shankar Prasad, Prakash Javadekar and Thawar Chand Gehlot at a 

fucntion in New Delhi. 

What is Sugamya Pustakalaya? 

 Sugamya Pustakalaya is an online library for Divyang and houses publications across diverse subjects and languages 

and multiple accessible formats. 

 The online library has been created in collaboration with National Institute of Visually Handicapped (NIVH), member 

organisations of Daisy Forum of India and Bookshare and is powered by TCS Access.. 

BRICS countries adopt Udaipur Declaration on disaster 

24-Aug-16 

 The two-day meeting of Ministers of Disaster Management (MDM) of BRICS countries concluded in Udaipur, 

Rajasthan with the adoption of the Udaipur Declaration.. 

Sakshi Malik made brand ambassador for Beti Bachao, Beti Padao campaign in Haryana 

25-Aug-16 

 Wrestler Sakshi Malik was named as Haryana‟s brand ambassador for Beti Bachao, Beti Padao (save daughter, 

educate daughter) campaign in Haryana. 

About Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) campaign  

 BBBP campaign aims to spread awareness about the declining trend of Child Sex Ratio in the country. 

 It aims to generate awareness and improve the efficiency of welfare services meant for women. 

 Its main objective is to prevent gender biased sex selective elimination by strict enforcement of laws with stringent 

punishment to violators. 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD), is the nodal agency for the implementation of the scheme. 

Union Cabinet approves revised India-Cyprus Double Tax Avoidance Agreement 

25-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet approved a revised Double Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) and the Prevention of Fiscal 

Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income between India and Cyprus. 

 The revised DTAA provides for source-based taxation of capital gains on transfer of shares instead of one based on 

residence. 

South India’s First Children’s Court inaugurated in Hyderabad 

26-Aug-16 

 The first Children Court of South India was launched at the Nampally Criminal Courts Complex in Hyderabad, 

Telangana to fast disposal of causes related to children. 
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 With this, Telangana has become the third state to have a child friendly court after Goa and Delhi. 

 This court is the 6th child-friendly court in the country. 

Cristiano Ronaldo crowned UEFA Best Player in Europe award 

26-Aug-16 

 Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo (31) has won the UEFA Best Player in Europe award for the year 2015-16. 

Abhinav Bindra to Head NRAI Review Committee on Rio Debacle 

26-Aug-16  

 The National Rifle Association of India (NRAI) has constituted five-member review committee to probe the Indian 

shooters‟ Rio Games debacle. 

 The committee will be headed by India‟s first and only individual Olympic gold-medallist Abhinav Bindra. It will 

submit the report within a maximum period of four weeks. 

. 

RBI asks banks to extend loans to women SHGs at 7% rate 

26-Aug-16 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked banks to provide loans up to Rs 3 lakh at 7 per cent interest rate to Women 

Self-Help Group (SHG). 

 This loan scheme must be provided under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)- Aajeevika scheme during 

2015-16. 

About National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)-Aajeevika 

 NRLM-Aajeevika was launched by the Union Ministry of Rural Development in June 2011. 

 In November 2015, it was renamed Deen Dayal Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM). 

 The Mission aided by World Bank aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural poor. 

 It seeks to enable rural poor (below BPL) to increase household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements 

and improved access to financial services. 

 It is the largest poverty reduction initiative and the largest programme for women in the world with its goal to reach 

out to nearly 70 million rural households. 

World’s first self-driving taxis launched in Singapore 

26-Aug-16 

 The world‟s first self-driving taxi service was launched in Singapore. This launch is significant as it offer technology 

demonstration that could revolutionize the future transport industry. 

22nd edition of Delhi Book Fair begins 

27-Aug-16 

 The 22nd edition of the Delhi Book Fair (DBF) began at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. The nine day event will 

conclude on 4th of September 2016.. 

Union Government constitutes Committee to suggest steps to promote card payments 

27-Aug-16 
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 The Union Finance Ministry has constituted 11 members high-level committee to suggest steps to promote card 

payments with an aim to discourage cash transactions. 

 The 11-member committee will be headed by Principle Adviser for social sector in NITI Aayog and former Finance 

Secretary Ratan P Watal. 

India ranks 77th on 2016 World Risk Index 

29-Aug-16 

 India has been ranked 77th among the 171 countries in the 2016 World Risk Index (WRI). 

 The index was released as part of the World Risk Report 2016 released by the United Nations University Institute for 

Environment (UNUIE) and Human Security (UNU-EHS) and Bundnis Entwicklung Hilft in cooperation with the 

University of Stuttgart in Germany. 

About Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 

 UPI is a flagship product of NPCI that will help India to move towards a cashless economy. It is a set of standard 

Application Programming Interface (APIs). 

 It will provide uniform mobile payment system by leveraging digital trends such as increasing smart phone adoption 

and deeper penetration of mobile data. 

 It will allow customers to send and receive money from their smartphones using virtual payments address without 

entering bank account details. 

 It facilitates „virtual address‟ as a single payment identifier for sending and collecting money and works on single 

click 2 factor authentication. 

 It works as a single identifier that will eliminate the need to exchange sensitive information such as bank account 

numbers during a financial transaction. 

 It merges several banking features, seamless fund routing and merchant payments into one hood. Thus, it will be a 

single app for accessing different bank accounts. 

 It also provides an option for scheduling push and pull transactions for various purposes like sharing bills among 

peers. 

 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) NPCI is the umbrella organisation for all retail payments system in 

India.  

 It is being promoted the Reserve Bank of India. 

 It was founded in 2008 as a not-for-profit organisation registered under section 25 of the Companies Act, 2013. 

 It has successfully played pioneering role in the development of a domestic card payment network called RuPay, 

reducing the dependency on international card schemes.. 

NASA’s Juno probe completes first Jupiter flyby 

29-Aug-16 

 NASA‟s solar-powered Juno spacecraft has successfully executed its first flyby of Jupiter, our solar system‟s most 

massive planet.. 

About Juno spacecraft  
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 The unmanned Juno spacecraft launched on August 5, 2011, from Florida, US. It had arrived at Jupiter on July 4, 

2016. 

ISRO conducts successful test launch of scramjet engine 

29-Aug-16  

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) for the first time has successfully conducted the Scramjet (or 

Supersonic Combusting ramjet) engine test. 

 The test was conducted from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikotta in Andhra Pradesh and has successfully has 

met all the intended parameters. 

Key facts 

 The scramjet engine was test launched on board of RH 560 sounding rocket. RH 560 sounding rocket is two stage 

Advanced Technology Vehicle (ATV). 

 The ATV along with the scramjet engines weighed 3,277 kg at lift-off. During the test, ATV was able to fly at Mach 6 

(six times the speed of sound) speeds. 

 The scramjet uses hydrogen as fuel and oxygen from the atmospheric air as the oxidiser. 

 During the test, Air Breathing Propulsion System (ABPS) using hydrogen as fuel and oxygen from the atmosphere air 

as the oxidiser was successfully tested. 

 With this, India became only the fourth nation in the world to successfully flight-test a scramjet engine after United 

States, Russia and China. 

What is scramjet engine? 

 The scramjet engine works on the Air-breathing Propulsion System. The system uses natural oxygen present in the 

atmosphere to burn the fuel stored in the rocket. It reduces the amount of oxidiser to be carried along with the fuel, 

bringing down launch costs. 

Benefits 

 This system would help in reducing the lift-off mass of the vehicle as there will be no need of carrying liquefied 

oxygen on board the vehicle. 

 In turn help in increasing the energy efficiency of the rocket and also make it cost-effective. 

 Scramjet does not have rotating parts so the chances of failure are also measurably reduced. 

 Currently, ISRO uses rocket launch vehicles like the PSLV to deliver satellites into orbit. But PSLVs are expendable 

i.e. it can only be used once.  

Way forward 

 The new propulsion system would complement ISRO‟s aim to develop a reusable launch vehicle that would have 

longer flight duration. This system involving the recently tested scramjet engine, would become crucial while 

sending up the spacecraft. 

Special Note 

 This was not India‟s first venture into scramjet technology. DRDO is working with Russia‟s NPO Mashinostroyenia to 

develop the second generation Brahmos cruise missile (dubbed the Brahmos-II) powered by a scramjet . Brahmos-II 

is being designed to fly 300 odd kilometres at a speed of Mach 7. 
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 The current generation Brahmos is propelled using a liquid-fuelled ramjet engine. It makes it possible for the missile 

propel forward at up to Mach 3 speed, making it one of the fastest for a cruise missile in the world. 

29 August: International Day Against Nuclear Tests 

29-Aug-16 

 The International Day Against Nuclear Tests is observed on 29 August across the world to raise awareness about the 

effects of nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions. 

 . 

29 August: National Sports Day 

29-Aug-16  

 The National Sports Day is observed every year across India on 29 August to mark the birth anniversary of the 

legendary hockey player Dhyan Chand who was born on 29 August 1905. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: PV Sindhu (Badminton), Sakshi Malik (Wrestling), Dipa Karmakar (Gymnastics) 

and Jitu Rai (Shooting). 

About Major Dhyan Chand 

 The legendary hockey player was born on 29 August 1905 in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

 He is widely considered as the greatest field hockey player of all time. He had started playing hockey only after 

joining the Army at the age of 16.. 

Padma Sachdev awarded 2015 Saraswati Samman 

30-Aug-16  

 Eminent Dogri language Poetess and novelist Padma Sachdev was awarded the prestigious Saraswati Samman for the 

year 2015. 

 She was bestowed with this prestigious award for her autobiography „Chitt-Chete‟ (published in 2007) written in 

Dogri language. She was felicitated by Delhi‟s Lt Governor Najeeb Jung in New Delhi. 

About Padma Sachdev 

 Padma Sachdev is first modern woman poet of Dogri language. She also writes in Hindi. 

 She has published her several poetry collection and has 60 books to her credit. Her poetry collection Meri Kavita Mere 

Geet (My Poems, My Songs) has won the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1971. 

 Some of her famous books are Tavi Te Chanhan (1976), Nheriyan Galiyan (1982), Pota Pota Nimbal (1987), Uttar 

Vahini (1992) and Tainthian (1992). 

Awards and Honours: Sahitya Akademi Award (1971), Padma Shri (2001), and the Kabir Samman for poetry (2007-08) 

by Government of Madhya Pradesh. 

About Saraswati Samman 

 Saraswati Samman is an annual literary award bestowed upon Indian citizen for his outstanding literary work written 

in any Indian language. 

 These literary works should be in Indian languages that are mentioned in Schedule VIII of Constitution and published 

during last 10 years. 
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 The award has been named after Hindu goddess of learning and is considered to be among the highest literary awards 

in India. 

Established: 1991 by the K. K. Birla Foundation. 

Award Carries: Monetary award of 15 lakh rupees, a citation and a plaque. 

 Eminent Hindi author Harivansh Rai Bachchan was the first recipient of this award for his autobiography in four 

volumes. 

India, US sign LEMOA 

30-Aug-16 

 India and the United States have signed Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) that will enable 

both countries to use each other‟s bases for repair and replenishment of defence supplies. 

 The agreement was signed after Indian Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar met his US counterpart, Secretary of 

Defence Ashton Carter in Washington, D.C. 

 The logistics agreement signed was based on the memorandum in principle reached between two leaders in April 

2016. 

What is LEMOA? 

 LEMOA is another name for Logistics Support Agreement (LSA), an agreement that US has signed with many of its 

allies. 

 It allows defence forces countries to avail defence logistics support facilities such as fuel, spare parts, mechanics, etc. 

during joint training, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), and port calls. 

 Besides, it also lays out the procedure for billing for these facilities as part of a larger accounting transaction and 

details are contained in clarifying protocols annexed to LEMOA. 

Under LEMOA 

 LEMOA is facilitating agreement that establishes basic terms, conditions, and procedures for reciprocal provision of 

Logistic Support, Supplies, and Services (LSSS). 

 LSSS include food, billeting, water, medical services, transportation, petroleum, oils, lubricants, clothing, 

communication services, storage services, training services, spare parts and components, repair and maintenance 

services and port services. 

 Reciprocal logistic support would be used exclusively during authorized port visits, joint training, joint exercises, and 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts. 

 Provision of LSSS from one Party to the other would be in return for either cash payment or the reciprocal provision 

of Logistic Support, Supplies, and Services. 

 Logistics support for any other cooperative efforts will only be provided on a case-by-case basis through prior mutual 

consent of both countries. 

PM Narendra Modi launches first phase of SAUNI project in Gujarat 

30-Aug-16 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the first phase of SAUNI (Saurastra Narmada Avataran Irrigation) 

Yojana at Sanodara of Jamnagar district of Gujarat. 
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 SAUNI Yojana is multipurpose project that aims to solve the water problems of a parched Saurashtra region of 

Gujarat. 

Key Facts 

 Technically, SAUNI is a „linking‟ project where the water will be filled in irrigation dams that are already equipped 

with canal network. 

 Under this project, 115 dams in the Saurashtra region will be filled with excess water from the Sardar Sarovar dam. 

  In the first phase, around 10 dams and reservoirs of Rajkot, Jamnagar and Morbi districts will be filled with water 

from Narmada River for irrigation and drinking purposes. 

 SAUNI project involves making pipe canals instead of the conventional open canals which has led to no acquisition of 

land for the project. 

 This network of canals will comprise 1,125-km network of pipelines that will help to channel water into farms. 

Madhukar Gupta Committee: Recommendations on border protection 

30-Aug-16 

 The Madhukar Gupta Committee on border protection has submitted its report to the Union Ministry Home Affairs 

(MHA). 

. 

Wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt’s London Olympics bronze medal upgraded to silver medal 

31-Aug-16 

 Indian wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt‟s bronze medal from the 2012 London Summer Olympics has been upgraded to 

silver. 

 This up gradation comes after second-place finisher and silver medalist late Besik Kudukhov from Russia was stripped 

off his medal for failing a dope test.). 

PV Sindhu to be appointed as brand ambassador of CRPF 

31-Aug-16 

 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has decided to appoint Olympic silver medallist P. V. Sindhu as its 

honorary commandant and brand ambassador. 

About Central Reserve Police Force (CRFP) 

 CRPF is the largest central armed police force or paramilitary force in India. It functions under the aegis of Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA). 

 Its primary role is to assist States/Union Territories in police operations to maintain law and order and contain 

insurgency. 

 It was established in 1939, under Crown Representative‟s Police but after independence it was made statutory CRPF 

after enactment of the CRPF Act, 1949. 

 At present, CRPF is the world‟s largest paramilitary force with 228 battalions and over three lakh personnel. 

Gujarat becomes first state to distribute 2 crore LED bulbs under UJALA scheme 

31-Aug-16 
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 Gujarat has become the first state in the country to distribute two crore LED bulbs under the Centre‟s UJALA (Unnat 

Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All) scheme. 

 The state has reached the milestone in just 96 days and over 42 lakh households have already benefited from the 

scheme. 

Key Facts 

 State-run Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under the administration of the Union Power Ministry had 

distributed about 2 lakh bulbs daily in Gujarat. 

 The distribution of 2 crore LED bulbs has led to an annual energy savings of 259 crore kwh, (Kilowatt Hour). It is 

equivalent to lighting up 5 lakh Indian homes for an entire year. 

 Besides energy savings, the state has also gained from daily CO2 emission reduction of 5,000 tonnes. 

About UJALA scheme 

 The UJALA scheme was launched on 1 May 2015 replacing the “Bachat Lamp Yojana”. It was launched as LED 

based “Domestic Efficient Lighting Programme (DELP). 

 It was launched as part of Union Government‟s efforts to spread the message of energy efficiency in the country. 

 The scheme‟s objective is to reduce electricity bills of consumers, contribute to the energy security of India and also 

help in environment protection. 

 Under it, Government has set ambitious target to replace 77 crore incandescent bulbs across the country with LEDs by 

2019. 

 LED bulbs have a very long life, almost 50 times more than ordinary bulbs, and 8 to 10 times that of CFLs, and 

therefore provide both energy and cost savings in the medium term. 

Union Cabinet apprises MoU between CERT-In and CERT-UK 

31-Aug-16 

 The Union Cabinet has apprised the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between Indian Computer 

Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and CERT-UK. 

 The MoU was signed between CERT-In and Ministry of Cabinet Office, UK (United Kingdom) represented by 

CERT-UK, a unit of the Cabinet Office on Cyber Security in May 2016. 

Key Facts 

 The MoU intends to promote closer cooperation between India and UK for exchange of knowledge and experience in 

detection, resolution and prevention of security-related incidents. 

 It will facilitate both countries to exchange technical information on Cyber-attacks, response to cyber security 

incidents and find solutions to counter the cyber-attacks. 

 They can also exchange information on prevalent cyber security policies and best practices. 

 This MoU helps to strengthen cyber space of both countries in terms of capacity building and improving relationship 

between them. 

Background 

 Cyber Security was one of the agenda items for discussion during Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s visit to UK in 

November, 2015. 
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 Earlier CERT-In signed MoUs with similar organizations of seven countries viz. South Korea, Canada, Malaysia, 

Australia, Singapore, Japan and Uzbekistan. 

 Besides, Union Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has also signed MoU with Cyber Security as one of the areas of 

cooperation with Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

Aishwaryaa Dhanush appointed as UN Women’s Advocate for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in 

India 

31-Aug-16 

 Noted filmmaker Aishwaryaa Dhanush was appointed United Nations Women‟s Advocate for Gender Equality and 

Women‟s Empowerment in India. 

 In her new role she will help raise awareness of UN Women‟s core message of gender equality and women‟s 

empowerment across India.. 

Defence Ministry sanctioned construction of National War Memorial, War Museum in New Delhi 

31-Aug-16 

 The Union Defence Ministry has sanctioned the construction of a National War Memorial and National War Museum 

in New Delhi. 

 The National War Memorial will honour the memory of all soldiers of the Indian Armed Forces who have made the 

ultimate sacrifice for the nation. 

Swachh Bharat Mission: It is a pet project of NDA Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It was launched 

in October 2014 with the aim to make India clean and open defecation-free in 2020. 


