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Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Shramev Jayate Yojana (PDUSJY) 

Launched: 16 October 2014 

Main Objective: To consolidate information of Labour Inspection and its enforcement 

through a unified web portal, which will lead to transparency and accountability in 

inspections. 

A Unified Labour Portal, known as the Shram Suvidha portal was launched under the 

scheme as a platform to facilitate the implementation of a transparent system for information 

and database management. 

About Complete Scheme 

Main Objective 

        To consolidate information of Labour Inspection and its enforcement through a unified 

web portal, which will lead to transparency and accountability in inspections. A Unified 

Labour Portal, known as the Shram Suvidha portal was launched under the scheme as 

aplatform to facilitate the implementation of a transparent system for information and 

databasemanagement. 

 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 

Launched: 24 June 2015 

Main Objective: Providing basic services (e.g. water supply, sewerage, urban transport) to 

households and build amenities in cities which will improve the quality of life for all, 

especially the poor and the disadvantaged. 
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The purpose of Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) is to (i) 

ensure that every household has access to a tap with assured supply of water and a sewerage 

connection; (ii) increase the amenity value of cities by developing greenery and well 

maintained open spaces (e.g. parks); and (iii) reduce pollution by switching to public 

transport or constructing facilities for non-motorized transport (e.g. walking and cycling). 

About Complete Scheme 

Objectives of Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 

          According to the initiative taken by the the Government under Atal Mission for 

Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), the government is aiming to improve 

the existing basic infrastructure services like extending clean drinking water supply, 

improving sewerage networks, developing septage management, laying of storm water 

drains, improving public transport services and creating green public spaces like parks etc, 

with special focus on creating healthy open spaces for children. 

          Under this scheme the government is targeting 500 cities, these 500 cities are selected 

on the basis of population i.e. one lakh and above, while the other criteria of selection will 

apply for certain locations like tourist popularity, cities located at the stems of main rivers, 

certain popular hill towns and some select islands. 

           The initiative was announced by PM Narendra Modi on 25 June 2015, and is said to 

be aiming to transform 500 cities and towns into efficient urban living spaces, with special 

focus on a healthy and green environment for children. it was also reported that Cabinet has 

approved Rs 50,000 crore for this mission which is to be spent over the next five years. 
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Swadesh Darshan Yojana 

Launched: 09 March 2015 

Main Objective: Develop world class tourism infrastructure. 

As part of the Swadesh Darshan Scheme, theme based tourism circuits (TBCT) around 

specific themes such as religion, culture, ethnicity, niche, etc. are identified for infrastructure 

development across the country. 

About Complete Scheme 

Objectives of Swadesh Darshan Yojana 

Identify and develop theme-based tourist circuits based on interest, sustainability and 

competitiveness, by integrating resources and local participation of state and local 

communities. 

Theme-based high-interest tourist circuits to include: 

1. Pilgrimage and Spirituality – India has a long history of opening itself to all religions and 

today, each has a vast following in India and overseas. Pilgrimage sites for Hindus, Sufis, 

Buddhists, Sikhs, Christians, etc., all offer tremendous potential for development. 

2. Heritage – Historical places beginning with the Taj Mahal, Red Fort (Delhi), Ajanta 

Caves, the temples of South, etc., all have tremendous potential for further development. 

3. Culture – Themes around festivals, fairs, cattle fairs, community fairs, all continue to 

attract large number of tourists each year. 
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4. Eco-tourism – Preserve and promote bio-diversity and ecological conservation through 

responsible tourism. 

  

Benefits of Swadesh Darshan Yojana 

1. Increased local employment opportunities to generate more incomes and lead to an 

improved quality of life. 

2. Preservation of local culture, tradition and customs. 

3. Development of hotels, guest houses and home-stay opportunities. 

4. Development of tourism-related service support infrastructure like transport, catering, 

excursions and retail. 

 

PRASAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) 

Launched: 09 March 2015 

Main Objective: Develop world class tourism infrastructure in Amritsar, Ajmer, Amaravati, 

Dwaraka, Gaya, Kanchipuram, Kedarnath, Kamakhya, Mathura, Puri, Varanasi and 

Vellankani. 

PRASAD scheme aims to create spiritual centers for tourism development within the nation. 

As part of mission strategy, religious destinations that have potential to be show-cased as 

world-class tourism products are identified and infrastructure is developed on a priority 

basis. 

About Complete Scheme 
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                   Religion and spirituality has a large following in India and each year, millions of 

people from India and overseas visit sites of religious and spiritual significance. 

               To further develop these popular sites, the Government of India announced plans to 

launch the National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive–

PRASAD, with an initial allocation of Rs 100 crore, in the 2014-15 Budget. 

  

The Objective 

            PRASAD scheme aims to promote pilgrimage centres by adopting a holistic 

approach to infrastructure development through the entire stakeholder chain. 

 

The Benefit 

            Local infrastructure development through affordable housing, hotels and guest 

houses; road and walkways; improved and affordable catering options; more retail points; 

better local transport options; improved connectivity with other regions; higher employment 

opportunities along the support chain; and preservation of local culture and tradition. 

 

National Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) 

Launched: 21 January 2015 

Main Objective: Bringing together urban planning, economic growth and heritage 

conservation in an inclusive manner to preserve the heritage character of each Heritage City. 
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With a duration of 27 months (completing in March 2017) and a total outlay of INR 500 

Crores, the Scheme is being implemented in 12 identified Cities namely, Ajmer, Amaravati, 

Amritsar, Badami, Dwarka, Gaya, Kanchipuram, Mathura, Puri, Varanasi, Velankanni and 

Warangal. The scheme is implemented in a mission mode. 

 

Udaan Scheme 

Launched: 14 November 2014 

Main Objective: Encouraging girls for higher technical education and aims to provide a 

platform that empowers girl students and provides them with better learning opportunities. 

It is a mentoring and scholarship scheme to enable meritorious girl students to transit from 

schools to technical education without much difficulty and also aims to enrich and enhance 

teaching and learning of mathematics and science at senior secondary school level by 

providing free online resources for all. 

About Complete Scheme 

Udaan, the Special Industry Initiative (SII) for J&K is funded by Ministry of Home Affairs 

and implemented by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). 

The programme is a part of the overall initiative for addressing economic issues in J&K. 

While steps are being taken by the State and Central Government to revive economic 

activity in J&K, Udaan programme is a special initiative to address the needs of the educated 

unemployed in J&K. 
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Udaan program is focused on youth of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) who are graduate, post 

graduate and three year diploma engineers. 

The aim is to provide skills and job opportunities to the youth. Simultaneously, the aim is 

also to provide exposure to corporate India towards the rich talent pool available in J&K. 

The target was to reach out to 40,000 youth in J&K over a period of 5 years. It was observed 

that youth from J&K were unable to find employment in many companies as either they 

were unaware of the opportunity in the companies or the companies were unaware of the 

talent pool that existed in J&K. 

The principal focus of the Udaan programme is to create an ecosystem that would bridge this 

gap. The Udaan programme is designed to encourage corporates to travel to J&K meet with 

the youth and hire aspiring youth in J&K who wish to explore the opportunity to work with 

corporates. 

Udaan provides a framework of support to the youth to travel, undergo training in firms and 

transit to work. 

Objectives of Udaan Scheme 

       1. To provide exposure to the graduates and post graduates of Jammu and Kashmir to 

the best of corporate India and 

        2. To provide corporate India with exposure to the rich talent pool available in the state 

 

National Bal Swachhta Mission 

Launched: 14 November 2014 
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Main Objective: To provide hygienic and clean environment, food, drinking water, toilets, 

schools and other surroundings to the children. 

The Bal Swachhta Mission is a part of the nationwide sanitation initiative of ‗Swachh Bharat 

Mission‘ launched by the Prime Minister on 2nd October, 2014. 

About Complete Scheme 

National Bal Swachhta Mission launched by Union Minister of Women and Child 

Development Smt. Maneka Gandhi in Delhi. It was launched on 125th birth anniversary of 

first Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru with an aim to support the Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan (Clean India Campaign). 

Aim of Bal Swachhta Mission is to clean Anganwadis, Clean Surroundings like 

Playgrounds, Clean Self (Personal Hygiene/Child Health), Clean Food, Clean Drinking 

Water, and Clean Toilets. Under this scheme, the aim is to provide healthy and hygienic 

environment to school going children. 

Under this scheme, the awareness can build towards school going children to maintain 

cleanliness at home, school, public places. The awareness can create among children‘s with 

the help of informal ways like poems, storytelling, small games, and conversation with 

children‘s. 

  

Benefit of National Bal Swachhta Mission 

1. Clean Anganwadis 

2. Clean Surroundings like Playgrounds 
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3. Clean Self (Personal Hygiene/Child Health) 

4. Clean Food 

5. Clean Drinking Water 

6. Clean Toilets 

  

Objectives of National Bal Swachhta Mission 

1. The floor of AWC building should be cemented, tiled, or laid in stone. 

2. Premise of AWC should be adequately lighted and ventilated. 

3. Cracks, rough surfaces, open joints etc. must be repaired as soon as possible and inspected 

regularly. 

4. AWCs garbage should be collected in a covered garbage bin and disposed into a compost 

pit. 

5. Periodic disposal of the refuse/waste should be made compulsory and the garbage bin 

should be emptied and washed daily with a disinfectant and dried before next use. 

6. Take bath everyday and wash & change clothes daily. 

7. Ensure that hands are washed with soap after defecation, before eating, after cleaning 

baby‘s face, before treating an open wound, after handling garbage & wastes etc. Keep our 

finger nails well trim 

8. All utensils used for preparing & serving food should be washed with water using suitable 

detergent. 

9. Cereals like wheat and rice should be stored in airtight gunny bags or containers. 
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10. Water used for washing food products should be such that it does not contaminate them. 

11. Water storage tanks/buckets should be cleaned periodically. 

12. Safe drinking water should be available and kept in containers. Containers with taps may 

be used. 

13. Toilet should be cleaned every morning and after the children leave and must be kept 

tidy at all times. 

14. Soap and water should be placed at convenient place near toilet. 

15. Implementation of National Bal Swachhta Mission 

16. Scheme is implemented for government schools in India 

17. Anganwadis all over India 

18. In state, district, blocks and Gram- Panchayat level 

 

One Rank One Pension (OROP) Scheme 

Launched: NA 

Main Objective: To provide same pension, for same rank, for same length of service, 

irrespective of the date of retirement. 

This is not a Modi Government scheme, however, the government is making its efforts to 

implement the long pending scheme. 

 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 
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Main features of OROP 

  

1. The scheme is effective from July 1, 2014 with 2013 as base year. The army men wanted 

2015 as base year with the scheme effective from April 1, 2014. 

2. The beneficiaries of the scheme will be around three million military personnel. The 

balance deficits will be paid in four half yearly installments . Furthermore, widows including 

war widows will get dues in one go. 

3. The estimated cost is around Rs 8,000 to 10,000 crore with anticipated increase in future . 

4. The government proposed for a five year review, where as military personnel needs an 

annual review. 

5. Initially, those who took voluntary retirement cannot enjoy One Rank One Pension 

(OROP) .Moreover order created a huge wave of protest across the nation thereby 

government changed the order. Currently, those who retired before the plan would be 

entitled with One Rank One Pension (OROP). 

6. AAccording to current scenario, all pensioners before 2006 are getting lesser pension than 

not only their counterparts, but also their juniors . 

 

Smart City Mission 

Launched: 25 June 2015 

Main Objective: To develop 100 cities all over the country making them citizen friendly 

and sustainable 



 

Unique IAS Academy-Central Government Schemes 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 1st Street, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 12 
 

Under the mission, the NDA Government aims to develop smart cities equipped with basic 

infrastructure and offer a good quality of life through smart solutions. Assured water and 

power supply, sanitation and solid waste management, efficient urban mobility and public 

transport, robust IT connectivity, e-governance and citizen participation along with safety of 

its citizens are some of the likely attributes of these smart cities. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

    There are a lot of benefits of Smart City that citizens can get and make their daily life 

more comfortable and convenient. The number of urban residents is expanding by nearly 60 

million every year.Moreover, more than 60% of the world‘s population will be living in 

cities by 2050 as per the ICT in Urban Governance Survey. 

    The Smart Cities Mission is a bold new initiative by the Government of India to drive 

economic growth and improve the quality of life of people by enabling local development 

and harnessing technology as a means to create smart outcomes for citizens. 

  The people will get access to a lot of advanced facilities like excellent transportation 

facilities, electricity through smart grid, advanced applications, modern technology to 

change city government and various other solutions. The smart city mission will digitize 

India, allowing government to ditch paper-based reports and adopt modern way of 

generating reports and handling work. 

 

Gold Monetisation Schemes 

Launched: 04 November 2015 
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Main Objective: To reduce the reliance on gold imports over time. 

The programme is to lure tonnes of gold from households into the banking system. Under 

the scheme, people can deposit gold into the banks and earn interest based on the value of 

the gold. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

   The people will get access to a lot of advanced facilities like excellent transportation 

facilities, electricity through smart grid, advanced applications, modern technology to 

change city government and various other solutions. The smart city mission will digitize 

India, allowing government to ditch paper-based reports and adopt modern way of 

generating reports and handling work. Know more about smart city and its solutions here 

     Gold lying in the locker appreciates in value if gold price goes up but it doesn't pay you a 

regular interest or dividend. On the contrary, you incur carrying costs on it (bank locker 

charges). The monetisation scheme will allow you to earn some regular interest on your gold 

and save you carrying costs as well. 

     It is a gold savings account which will earn interest for the gold that you deposit in it. 

Your gold can be deposited in any physical form – jewellery, coins or bars. This gold will 

then earn interest based on gold weight and also the appreciation of the metal value. You get 

back your gold in the equivalent of 995 fineness gold or Indian rupees as you desire (the 

option to be exercised at the time of deposit). 

    There are many positives to depositing under the Gold Monetisation scheme 
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Benefits of Gold Monetisation Schemes 

1. The gold monetisation scheme earns interest for your gold jewellery lying in your locker. 

Broken jewellery or jewellery that you don't want to wear can earn interest for you in gold. 

2. Coins and bars can earn interest apart from the appreciation of value 

3. Your gold will be securely maintained by the bank. 

4. Redemption is possible in physical gold or rupees hence giving your gold purchase further 

earning opportunity. 

5. Earnings are exempt from capital gains tax, wealth tax and income tax. There will be no 

capital gains tax on the appreciation in the value of gold deposited, or on the interest you 

make from it. 

 

Startup India, Standup India 

Launched:  16 January 2016 

Main Objective: To provide support to all start-up businesses in all aspects of doing 

business in India. 

Under the scheme, the start-ups will adopt self-certification to reduce the regulatory 

liabilities. An online portal, in the shape of a mobile application, will be launched to help 

start-up founders to easily register. The app is scheduled to be launched on April 1. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 
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Prime Minister Mr. Narendar Modi had introduced the ‗Start up India, Stand up India‘ 

initiative on Independence Day. Backing up on his promise, on 16th January 2016, he 

unveiled a detail action plan for start-up enterprises under this scheme. 

Start-up is an entity registered in India. Start-up is the company which is not older than 5 

years and its annual turnover should not exceed 25 Crore. It works towards innovation, 

development, deployment or commercialisation of new products driven by technology or 

intellectual property. Such an entity is not formed by splitting up, or reconstruction, of a 

business already in existence. 

Start-up‘s aim is to develop and commercialise which creates or add value for customers or 

workflow. Here are some features which have benefited to entrepreneur. 

Key focuses 

1. Single Window Clearance even with the assistance of a portable application 

2. 10,000 crore reserve of assets 

3. Changed and all the more benevolent Bankruptcy Code to guarantee 90-day leave window 

4. Opportunity from perplexing investigations for a long time 

5. Opportunity from Capital Gain Tax for a long time 

6. Flexibility from assessment in benefits for a long time 

7. Dispensing with formality 

8. 80% diminishment in patent enlistment expense 

9. Self-accreditation consistence 

10. Advancement center point under Atal Innovation Mission 
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11. Beginning with 5 lakh schools to target 10 lakh youngsters for development program 

12. New plans to give IPR assurance to new businesses and new firms 

13. Stand India over the world as a start-up center point 

  

Benefits – If you are eligible for the scheme Start Up India– 

1. Tax holiday of first 3 year – No income tax is payable on all the profit earned in first 3 

years 

2. No inspection for first 3 years under labour law – In addition, environment law 

compliance is required only post-self certification. 

80 % Rebate in patent fee and fast track examination and processing of application for 

patent. 

Manufacturing sector startup are exempt from the criteria of prior ‗experience/ turnover‘ 

without any relaxation in quality standards or technical parameters in public procurement 

(by government). 

3. Self Certification Compliance – This is a amazing step by the government, but Startups 

have to follow all the law regarding payment of gratuity, provident fund, contract labor 

regulations etc. The only difference is that no labour inspector will at your place for for 

verification but after 3 years you may be penalized if any default is found in compliance of 

all the matters. 

4. No Capital gain tax if investor exits form startup and invest the gain in the fund as 

recognized by govt. 
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5. equal opportunity in government procurement, a Rs 500-crore credit guarantee scheme 

and easier exit norms. Japanese Softbank, which had already invested $2 billion in Indian 

startups, has pledged total investments of $10 billion. 

 

DigiLocker 

Launched:  01 July 2015 

Main Objective: To provide a secure dedicated personal electronic space for storing the 

documents of resident Indian citizens. 

It is a part of Digital India programme, Digital Locker has been designed to reduce the 

administrative overhead of government departments and agencies created due to paper work. 

It will also make it easy for the residents to receive services by saving time and effort as 

their documents will now be available anytime, anywhere and can be shared electronically. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Benefits of Digital Locker System (DigiLocker): 

 1. You can upload your all important documents and save them online. Digital Locker 

services is linked to your unique Aadhaar number. 

2. Reduce the use of physical documents. 

3. You can share your documents online with any registered requester department or agency. 

4. You can access your documents anytime and anywhere. 

5. It proved 1 GB dedicated personal storage space. 

6. Allow e-Signing of any documents and make them accessible electronically. Digital 
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signature can be done online. 

7. Make sure authorized access and privacy to residents‘ data. 

8. You can download eAadhar from the DigiLocker website. 

9. You can also access or use list of requesters which have retrieved your documents and list 

of issuers which have issued e-documents to you. 

 

Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS) 

Launched:  18 September 2015 

Main Objective: To ensure 24/7 power for all. 

The Government of India will provide financial support of Rs. 45,800 crore over the entire 

implementation period of IPDS under which strengthening of sub-transmission network, 

metering, IT application, customer care Services, provisioning of solar panels will be 

implemented. 

About Complete Scheme 

Electricity is the most important factor in the economic growth of any country. And the most 

critical segment of Power Sector chain including Generation, Transmission and Distribution, 

is the Distribution Sector. 

Efficient management of the distribution of electricity sector is mandatory as it acts as an 

interface between the utilities and the consumers. The real challenge in the power sector 

today lies in efficiency. 
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However, the poor financial health of the distribution utilities in the States has resulted in 

inadequate investment in the distribution network making it difficult to meet the increasing 

demands of power in urban areas. 

  

The Benefits of Integrated Power Development Scheme 

To help keep pace with the increase in demand for electricity, the Government of India will 

provide budgetary support of Rs. 45,800 crore over the entire implementation period of 

IPDS. The project will have the following features: 

1. In Varanasi the overhead power lines will be converted into underground cabling, 

especially near the ghats as well as in close proximity of the temples. 

2. The electric assets at Sub – centres, lines and distribution transformers will be upgraded 

along with capacity enhancement and renewal of the old sub – stations. 

3. Roof-top solar panel will be installed in government buildings. 

4.  IPDS will help in reduction in AT&C losses (Aggregate Technical & Commercial). 

5. IT enabled energy accounting / auditing system will be established. 

6. End-to-end metering to ensure proper accounting, billing, load pattern assessment and 

planning of infrastructure required. 

7. Proper metering will also help in identifying high loss pockets so as to initiate remedial 

measures towards reduction of losses. 

8. Improvement in billed energy based on metered consumption and improvement in 

collection efficiency. 
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Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

Launched:  21 February 2016 

Main Objective: To create 300 rural clusters across the country and strengthen financial, 

job, and lifestyle facilities in rural areas. 

Rurban Mission is a solution for both villages and cities in the country that would promote 

growth of villages and its residents at the place where they are. Under the mission, the 

government will identify and develop 300 rural clusters with urban like facilities in the next 

3 years. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

The Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission or SPMRM is a new initiative from the 

incumbent Modi government that aims to set up 300 rural clusters by 2020. This scheme is 

set to replace the Provision of Urban Amenities in Rural Areas (PURA) mission launched by 

the erstwhile UPA government. The scheme was launched in 2014-15 budget and was 

formally launched on 16th August 2015 by the Union Cabinet. 

  

Benefits of Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

The aim of this scheme is to enhance the social, economic and infrastructural development 

in rural areas of the country. The scheme hopes to fulfil these goals through the following 

means: 

          1. Bridging urban-rural divide 



 

Unique IAS Academy-Central Government Schemes 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 1st Street, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 21 
 

          2. Improving living standards of the rural populace 

          3. Reducing large scale migration from rural to urban areas 

  

Features of SPMRM 

 The failure of the previous scheme called PURA by the government has been believed 

to have resulted from a voluntary basis participation, and that too only for the private 

sector. This seriously limited the scope of the original scheme and its effects were 

largely muted. Government participation was needed to spur the mission and affect 

lives of people in rural clusters. 

 The new scheme aims to involve the government also in implementation. As per the 

recommendation of states, the scheme will get implemented in suggested quarters. 

The Rural Development Ministry is also involved to ensure streamlining of the 

mission movement as well as implementation at the ground level. 

 The scheme is said to be inspired from the Gujarat model where the emphasis was on 

enhancing basic infrastructure such as roads, shelter, drinking water and power in 

rural clusters. The implementation of the Gujarat model was successful and its 

implementation on a national level is hoped to bring in better lives in for the rural 

populace. 

  

Objectives of the scheme 

The scheme comes with 14 objectives should mandatorily be covered. 
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1. Digital literacy 

2. Skill development training 

3. Road connectivity between villages 

4. Establishment of mobile health units 

5. E-gram connectivity 

6. Citizen service centres 

7. Public transportation services 

8. Agro processing 

9. LPG connections 

10. Sanitation facilities 

11. Storage and warehousing of agricultural outputs 

12. Piped water supply 

13. Enhancement of education establishments 

14. Liquid and solid waste management 

 

Sagarmala Project 

Launched:  31 July 2015 

Main Objective: To transform the existing ports into modern world class ports. 

The prime objective of the Sagarmala project is to promote port-led direct and indirect 

development and to provide infrastructure to transport goods to and from ports quickly, 

efficiently and cost-effectively. 
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The Sagarmala Project, aimed at port-led development in coastal areas, is bound to boost the 

country‘s economy and the government has lined up about Rs 70,000 crore for its 12 major 

ports only 

 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Concept & Objectives 

Vision of the Sagarmala Programme (Figure) is to reduce logistics cost for EXIM and 

domestic trade with minimal infrastructure investment. This includes: 

1. Reducing cost of transporting domestic cargo through optimizing modal mix 

2. Lowering logistics cost of bulk commodities by locating future industrial capacities near 

the coast 

3. Improving export competitiveness by developing port proximate discrete manufacturing 

clusters 

4. Optimizing time/cost of EXIM container movement 

  

Components of Sagarmala  

1. Port Modernization & New Port Development: De-bottlenecking and capacity expansion 

of existing ports and development of new greenfield ports 

2. Port Connectivity Enhancement: Enhancing the connectivity of the ports to the hinterland, 

optimizing cost and time of cargo movement through multi-modal logistics solutions 

including domestic waterways (inland water transport and coastal shipping) 
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3. Port-linked Industrialization: Developing port-proximate industrial clusters and Coastal 

Economic Zones to reduce logistics cost and time of EXIM and domestic cargo 

4. Coastal Community Development: Promoting sustainable development of coastal 

communities through skill development & livelihood generation activities, fisheries 

development, coastal tourism etc. 

 

‘Prakash Path’ – ‘Way to Light’ – The National LED Programme 

Launched:  05 January 2015 

Main Objective: To distribute LED bulbs and decrease the power consumption. 

This is one of the many schemes launched by Narendra Modi government India. The 

programme has been launched to distribute and encourage the use of LED light bulbs to save 

both cost and consumption. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

                In a huge step towards conserving the environment, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi launched the Prakash Path (Way to Light). This is a national program for LED-based 

home and street lighting. The scheme launched has an aim planning to replace 77 crore 

conventional bulbs and 3.5 crore conventional streetlights with the LED range. 

                 As per the Economic Survey 2015–16, this change will bring a saving of INR. 

45,500 crore by reducing 21,500 MW demand of electricity. The Prime Minister opened the 

scheme by replacing a bulb with a LED in the South Block in Delhi. After replacing every 
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bulb in the South Block with LED lights resulted in the saving of 7000 units of energy per 

month. 

 FEATURES OF NATIONAL LED PROGRAM 

1. The national LED program was unveiled on the 5th of January 2015, by 2016 4.77 crore 

units of LED bulbs have been installed under the Domestic Efficient Lighting Program 

(DELP) and 5.51 lakh units under the Street Lighting National Program (SLNP). This has 

saved around 1,547.2 MWs of the peak demand. 

2.  The Government has aimed to reduce 77 crore incandescent bulbs and 3.5 crore street 

bulbs with energy efficient LED bulbs and lights under the DELP and SLNP by March 2019. 

3. This program will help in justifying the climate change by reducing the CO2 emission by 

85 million tonnes annually. 

4. The national LED program will also facilitate India‘s commitment towards reducing its 

emission intensity per unit if the Gross Domestic Product by 33–35 percent by 2030 under 

its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC). 

5. The changeover will have a positive impact on savings of 45,000 crores accumulating to 

domestic consumers and urban local bodies, the annual electricity saving of 109 billion units 

and a reduction in the demand of 21,000 MWs annually. 

6. At the current situation LED bulbs are only assembled in India. The chips and other 

essential parts are imported from other countries. 

7. The government now plans to stick with the make in India program and begin 

manufacturing of LED light fixtures in India. 
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8. As per the budget of 2015 to 2016 the government has slashed the import excise duty 

from 12% to 6% on all inputs for the use of manufacturing of LED driver and MCPCB for 

LED lights and fixtures as well as LED lamps. 

 

UJWAL Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) 

Launched:  20 November 2015 

Main Objective: To obtain operational and financial turnaround of State owned Power 

Distribution Companies (DISCOMs). 

The Scheme aims to reduce the interest burden, reduce the cost of power, reduce power 

losses in Distribution sector, and improve operational efficiency of DISCOMs. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Scheme objectives 

              Ministry of Power, GoI launched Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) 

which was approved by Union Cabinet on 5th November, 2015. 

The scheme envisages: 

1. Financial Turnaround 

2. Operational improvement 

3. Reduction of cost of generation of power 

4. Development of Renewable Energy 

5. Energy efficiency & conservation 
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Salient Features of the Scheme 

For Financial Turnaround 

1. States will take over 75% of the DISCOM debt as on Sept 30, 2015 - 50% in FY 2015-16 

and 25% in FY 2016-17. 

2. States to issue non-SLR including SDL bonds, to take over debt and transfer the proceeds 

to DISCOMs in a mix of grant, loan, equity. 

3. Maturity period of bonds - 10-15 years. 

4. Moratorium period – up to 5 years. 

5. Rate - G-sec plus 0.5% spread plus 0.25% spread for non-SLR. 

6. Borrowing not to be included for calculating fiscal deficit of the State. 

Achieving Financial Turnaround 

1. Balance 25% of debt to remain with the DISCOMs in the following manner: 

     *Issued as State-backed DISCOM bonds; or 

     *Re-priced by Banks/FIs at interest rate not more than bank base rate + 0.10% 

2. States to take over future losses of DISCOMs as per trajectory in a graded manner. 

[0% of loss of 14-15 & 15-16; 5% of 16-17; 10% of 17-18; 25% of 18-19 & 50% of 2019-

20] 

3. Balance losses to be financed through State bonds or DISCOM bonds backed by State 

Govt guarantee, to the extent of loss trajectory finalised with MoP. 

4. Jharkhand and J&K given special dispensation for take over of outstanding CPSU dues 
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Vikalp Scheme 

Launched:  01 November 2015 

Main Objective: For confirmed accommodation in next alternative train for the waitlisted 

passengers. 

Vikalp scheme is available only for the tickets booked through internet for six months and 

option will be limited to mail and express trains running on Delhi-Lucknow and Delhi-

Jammu sectors. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

              We have developed a comprehensive A&E (assessment and evaluation) mechanism 

which is administered by VANES (Vikalp Assessment & Evaluation System). The Vikalp 

Assessment mechanism has parameters and associated rubric to assess modeled on CCE 

pattern suggested by NCERT and CBSE. 

The mechanism assesses continuously, 

             1. Activities   : To gauge learners understanding, dexterity and understanding of the 

concept while using Vikalp manipulative and concrete materials. 

             2. Application : Application of the learnt concept on pen and paper (From Concrete 

to abstract) 

The Mechanism is administered through VANES (a combination of Human Interventions 

through structured process and ICT Internet & Communication Technology) a 

comprehensive math assessment and reporting system accessible to all stakeholders. 
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Capabilities: 

          1. Suggest remedies and corrective actions related to every concept, skill and activity, 

to all stakeholders (student, parent and teacher) basis period, stage and understanding 

          2. Predict learning and understanding behavior of the learner for the next stage and 

create insights for learning facilitation 

          3. Derive benchmarking report of the group and associated facilitator. 

          4. Create Learning strategies and Teaching Methodology 

 

National Sports Talent Search Scheme (NSTSS) 

Launched:  20 February 2015 

Main Objective: To Identify sporting talent among students in the age group of 8–12 years. 

The scheme is being implemented by the Sports Authority of India (SAI), under the Ministry 

of Youth Affairs & Sports for spotting talented young children in the age group of 8-14 

years from schools and nurturing them by providing scientific training. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

OBJECTIVES OF NSTSS 

                 1. National Sports Talent Contest (NSTC) is being implemented to find sports 

talent in the age group of 8–14 years from schools and nurture them into future medal hopes 

by providing then proper scientific training. 

                2. Under the Scheme, schools having good sports infrastructure and record of 

creditable sports performances are adopted by the Sports Authority of India. The Scheme 
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enables rising sportsperson to study and play in the same school. In addition to the main 

scheme of NSTC (launched 1985) wherein regular schools are adopted, a few distinct sub-

schemes were launched to further reach out to sports talent in India, even those participating 

in indigenous sports and games. 

 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

Launched:  16 December 2014 

Main Objective: To conserve and develop indigenous bovine breeds. 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission aims to conserve and develop indigenous breeds in a focused and 

scientific manner. It is a focussed project under National Programme for Bovine Breeding 

and Dairy Development, with an outlay of Rs 500 crore during the 12th Five Year Plan. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

OBJECTIVE OF SCHEME 

                    1. To undertake breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle breeds so 

as to improve the genetic makeup and increase the stock.  

                    2. To enhance milk production and productivity of indigenous bovines.  

                    3. To upgrade nondescript cattle using elite indigenous breeds like Gir, Sahiwal, 

Rathi, Deoni, Tharparkar, Red Sindhi. 

                   4. To distribute disease free high genetic merit bulls of indigenous breeds for 

natural service 
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PAHAL-Direct Benefits Transfer for LPG (DBTL) Consumers Scheme 

Launched:  01 January 2015 

Main Objective: To send the subsidy money of LPG cylinders directly into the bank 

accounts of the consumers and increase efficiency & transparency in the whole system. 

Under the scheme, the LPG consumer can now receive subsidy in his bank account by two 

methods. Such a consumer will be called CTC (Cash Transfer Compliant) once he joins the 

scheme and is ready to receive subsidy in the bank account. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

                 The PAHAL (DBTL) scheme was earlier launched on 1st June 2013 and finally 

covered 291 districts. It required the consumer to mandatorily have an Aadhaar number for 

availing LPG Subsidy. The government has comprehensively reviewed the scheme and after 

examining the difficulties faced by the consumer substantively modified the scheme prior to 

launch. The modified scheme has been re-launched in 54 districts on 15.11.2014 in the 1st 

Phase and to be launched in rest of the country on 1.1.2015. The modified scheme is given 

as unde 

1. Options to receive LPG subsidy 

Under the modified scheme, the LPG consumer can now receive subsidy in his bank account 

by two methods. Such a consumer will be called CTC (Cash Transfer Compliant) once he 

joins the scheme and is ready to receive subsidy in the bank account. The two options are: 
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                        *Option I (Primary): Wherever Aadhaar number is available it will remain 

the medium of cash transfer. Thus, an LPG consumer who has an Aadhaar Number has to 

link it to the bank account number and to the LPG consumer number. 

                        *Option II (Secondary): If LPG consumer does not have an Aadhaar number, 

then he can directly receive subsidy in his bank account without the use of Aadhaar number. 

This option which has now been introduced in the modified scheme ensures that LPG 

subsidy is not denied to an LPG consumer on account of lack of Aadhaar number. In this 

option, 

Either consumer can 

2. Present bank account information (bank account holder name /account number /IFSC 

code) to the LPG distributor for capture in LPG database 

OR 

3. Present LPG consumer information (17 digit LPG consumer ID) to his bank 

 Permanent Advance 

1. A one-time Advance will be provided to every CTC consumer joining PAHAL (DBTL). 

2. The Advance will be notified, from time to time and will remain fixed for a financial year. 

3. It will remain with the consumer till the time of termination of connection, when it will be 

finally adjusted. 

4. LPG consumers who were provided permanent advance on a previous scale will not be 

eligible for any differential payment on account of the revision in the permanent advance. 
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The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI AAYOG) 

Launched:  01 January 2015 

Main Objective: to foster involvement and participation in the economic policy-making 

process by the State Governments of India. 

The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) which replaced 65 year old Planning 

Commission will act more like a think tank or forum, in contrast with the Commission which 

imposed five-year-plans and allocated resources to hit set economic targets. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Objective 

               Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) including Self-Employment and Talent Utilization 

(SETU) is Government of India‘s endeavour to promote a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship. Its objective is to serve as a platform for promotion of world-class 

Innovation Hubs, Grand Challenges, Start-up businesses and other self-employment 

activities, particularly in technology driven areas. 

 The Atal Innovation Mission shall have two core functions: 

1. Entrepreneurship promotion through Self-Employment and Talent Utilization, wherein 

innovators would be supported and mentored to become successful entrepreneurs 

2. Innovation promotion: to provide a platform where innovative ideas are generated 

3. Atal Tinkering Labs 

4. Atal Incubation Centers 

5. Scale-up support to Established Incubators 
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Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) 

Launched:  17 September 2015 

Main Objective: To Safeguard Health, Environment and Economic Conditions of the 

Tribals. 

Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) is meant to provide for the 

welfare of areas and people affected by mining related operations, using the funds generated 

by District Mineral Foundations (DMFs). 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

PMKKKY Guidelines and Objectives 

Mining related operations affect less urbanized and very remote areas of the country, and 

vulnerable sections of the population, especially Scheduled Tribes. Therefore, it is necessary 

that special care and attention is devoted, in an organized and structured manner so as to 

ensure that these areas and affected persons are benefitted by the mineral wealth in their 

regions and are empowered to improve their standard of living. The overall objectives of 

PMKKKY scheme are: 

1. Implement various developmental and welfare projects/programs in mining affected areas. 

These projects/ programs will be complementing the existing ongoing schemes/projects of 

State and Central Government 

2. Minimize/mitigate the adverse impacts, during and after mining, on the environment, 

health, and socio-economics of people in mining districts 
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3. To ensure long-term sustainable livelihoods for the affected people in mining areas. 

4. Care has been taken to include all aspects of living, to ensure substantial improvement in 

the quality of life. Important fields like drinking water supply, health care, sanitation, 

education, skill development, women and child care, the welfare of aged and disabled 

people, skill development and environment conservation will get at least 60 % share of the 

funds. 

 

Namami Gange Project 

Launched:   10 July 2014 

Main Objective: To integrates the efforts to clean and protect the Ganga river in a 

comprehensive manner. 

Namami Gange approaches Ganga Rejuvenation by consolidating the existing ongoing 

efforts and planning for a concrete action plan for future. The interventions at Ghats and 

River fronts will facilitate better citizen connect and set the tone for river centric urban 

planning process. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

The aims and objectives of NMCG is to accomplish the mandate of National Ganga River 

Basin Authority (NGRBA) of 

              1.To ensure effective abatement of pollution and rejuvenation of the river Ganga by 

adopting a river basin approach to promote inter-sectoral co-ordination for comprehensive 

planning and management and 
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            2.To maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim of ensuring 

water quality and environmentally sustainable development. 

 

Setu Bharatam Project 

Launched:   03 March 2016 

Main Objective: To free all national highways from railway level crossings and renovate 

the old bridges on national highways by 2019. 

Setu Bharatam is an ambitious programme with an investment of Rs. 50,000 crore to build 

bridges for safe and seamless travel on National Highways. 

208 new ―road over bridges / road under bridges‖ are envisaged for construction, while 1500 

bridges will be widened, rehabilitated or replaced. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Objectives 

1. The main objective of The Setu Bharatam Project, launched on 4 March 2016 by 

Narendra Modi, is to make all the national highways in India free from railway crossings by 

the year 2019 and has been working for the same since the launch. 

2. Bridges are supposed to be constructed all across India so that vehicles plying on the 

national highways do not get stopped because of railway tracks. 

3. Around two hundred eight new bridges (under and over railway tracks) will be built and 

this construction will make the use of Rs 100 crore of the budget set by the government. 
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4. The government is focusing in a big way on developing roads in the rural hinterlands of 

India. 

5. Already in the 2016–17 union budgets, INR 19,000 crore has been allocated for the 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). Nitin Gadkari who is the Union Road 

Transport and Highways Minister stated that work for building the bridges has already 

started. 

6. The government has received project reports — in detail — for 73 bridges. 

7. It was also expected that 64 other bridges will receive the green signal of the government 

by the end of 2016 . 

8. It is expected that the aggregate cost of construction at this stage would be in the region of 

INR 5600 crore. 

9. Bridges in India are being graded — a significant step indeed. For this, space technology is 

being used along with information such as age, distance end to end, longitude, material , 

design and latitude. 

10. Railways cannot function on such grounds — it needed concrete development by 

focusing on the way of building rail gauges and lines. 

11. Administration has brought a fresh look in the railway sector and changed the ways in 

which the sector could be developed even further. 

India needs major developments in the railway sector in the same way as mentioned in these 

objectives. If the plan goes as per these steps, we‘llget to see a developed railway industry 

soon. 
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Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

Launched:   1 May 2016 

Main Objective: To distribute free LPG connections to the women belonging to 5 Crore BPL 

families across the country. 

According the estimates, about 1.50 Crore BPL families will be benefited under the scheme 

in the year 2016-17. The scheme will cover 3.5 Crore more BPL families in the next two 

years. The scheme provides a financial support of Rs 1600 for each LPG connection to the 

BPL households. 

This is the first ever welfare scheme by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas which 

would benefit crores of women belonging to the poorest households. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

Objectives of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

Ujjwala Yojana is aimed at providing 5 Crore LPG connections in the name of women in 

BPL (Below Poverty Line) households across the country. The government has set a target 

of 5 Crore LPG connections to be distributed to the BPL households across the country 

under the scheme. Some of the objectives of the scheme are 

                        1. Empowering women and protecting their health. 

                        2. Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on 

fossil fuel. 

                        3. Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 
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                        4. Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory 

illnesses caused due to indoor air pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 

 

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 

Launched 

Main Objective: To help Panchayat Raj Institutions deliver Sustainable Development Goals. 

It is a new proposed scheme announced in the union financial budget 2016-17 by the 

Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitley. 

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan has been proposed with allocation of Rs. 655 crore. 

ABOUT COMPLETE SCHEME 

The Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan will strengthen the Panchayati Raj system across the 

country and address critical gaps that constrain its success. RGSA seeks to: 

1. Enhance capacities and effectiveness of Panchayats and the Gram Sabhas; 

2. Enable democratic decision-making and accountability in Panchayats and promote 

people's participation; 

3. Strengthen the institutional structure for knowledge creation and capacity building of 

Panchayats; 

4. Promote devolution of powers and responsibilities to Panchayats according to the spirit of 

the Constitution and PESA Act; 

5. Strengthen Gram Sabhas to function effectively as the basic forum of peoples 

participation, transparency and accountability within the Panchayat system; 
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6. Create and strengthen democratic local self-government in areas where Panchayats do not 

exist; 

7. Strengthen the constitutionally mandated framework on which Panchayats are founded. 

 

Clean my Coach 

Clean My Coach is another step in line with the Indian Railways Cleanliness Drive ―Swachh 

Rail Swachh Bharat‖. It is a Pan India scheme available in 1297 trains. Under the scheme, if 

the train passengers finds any cleaning requirements in their coach, they can request the staff 

through the website or sending an SMS. 

How to Send Request for Clean My Coach Service 

There are three ways passengers can avail clean my coach services. 

1. Android App: The passengers can download the official app from Indian railways named 

―Cleanmycoach Indian Railways‖ from the Google Play store and then request the service 

by entering their PNR number. 

2. Website: The official website cleanmycoach.com is also live for the passengers to visit 

and send request. 

3. Through SMS: The passengers requiring cleanliness services in their coach can send an 

SMS at 54888 by typing CLEAN <10-digit PNR number>. 

 

Real Estate Bill 2016 
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Rajya Sabha has finally approved the Real Estate Bill 2016 which aims to protect the 

interests of the large number of aspiring house buyers. Before the approval, the original Real 

Estate Bill of 2013 undergoes substantial changes for the better. 

The approved new Real Estate Bill 2016 will enhance credibility of construction industry, 

promotes transparency, accountability & efficiency in execution of projects. 

There are several benefits of the Real Estate Bill 2016 for the consumers such as no project 

will be allowed to be sold to the buyer, unless it has all necessary permissions from local 

authorities to start construction. 

Key highlights of the Real Estate Bill 2016 

1. The Bill requires project promoters to register their projects with the Regulatory 

Authorities disclosing project information including details of promoter, project including 

schedule of implementation, lay out plan, land status, status of approvals, agreements along 

with details of real estate agents, contractors, architects, structural engineers etc. 

2. Seeks to put in place an effective regulatory mechanism for orderly growth of the sector 

which is the second largest employer after agriculture. 

3. Developers are now required to deposit 70% of the collections form buyers in a separate 

escrow accounts towards the cost of construction including that of land as against a 

minimum of 50% suggested by the Select Committee. This will prevent halt of construction 

of the project if the developer runs out of the cash. 
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4. The minimum plot area for registration of residential projects has been brought down to 

500 Sq.Mt. or 8 units and 1,000 sq.mts or 12 apartments compared to 4,000 sq.mt proposed 

in the draft Bill in 2013. 

5. Commercial projects which are under construction also required to be registered with the 

Regulatory Authority. 

6. Capret area has to be clearly defined by the developer which forms the basis for purchase 

of houses, eliminating any scope for any malpractices in transactions. No developer will be 

allowed to sell the housing units based on Super Area (flat area plus common area). 

7. Both consumers and developers will now have to pay same interest rate for any delays on 

their part. 

8. Liability of developers for structural defects have been increased from 2 to 5 years and 

they can‘t change plans without the consent of two thirds of allottees. 

9. The Bill provides for arranging Insurance of Land title, id land title are found to be 

defective at later stage, it will help both developers and consumers. 

10. Specific and reduced time frames have been prescribed for disposal of complaints by the 

Appellate Tribunals and Regulatory Authorities. 

11. Provision for imprisonment of up to 3 years for developers and up to one year in case of 

real estate agents and consumers for any violation of Tribunals and Regulatory Authorities. 

12. The developers can not mislead the perspective buyers by making untrue claims or 

publishing untrue pictures of the projects in advertisements. Doing so, the developers will be 
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fined 10% of the cost of the whole project and any repeated offense will be liable for 

imprisonment. 

 


