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1.S.P.Amrith       

Board: Mr. P.K.Mishra 

Date of Interview 04.2011      

 What do you mean by UDRS. Glitches in the system? 

 Bureaucracy is a low risk, high return job – do you accept 

 Qualities of a beaureaucrat 

 When you plant for a year, plant paddy; when you want to plant for 10 years, plant 

mango tree; when you want to plant for 100 years plant men. What do you think about it? 

 How to reduce the comption since comeption has been accepted. How can we try to 

cultivate the thinking about comeption in younger mind? 

 Break the Silence – What comes into your mind when you think about the statement? 

 Prevalence of aids in India – Description. 

Pyschology: 

 Emotional intelligence – Define. 

 Types of Intelligence. 

 The IQ tests conducted now has problems & the tests are manipulated. What do you 

think about ir. 

 How to control your emotions. 

 

  2.Name : K.A. Devaraj 

 Roll No : 175055 

 Date of Interview :25/4/2011 FN 

 Board Chairman : I.M.G Khan 

Chairman : What were you doing for the past 8 years only preparing for civil service? Yes sir but 

was selected for CPF have you ever travelled outside tamilnadu? What was the most strikly feature 

when you travelled to other states Unity in diversity 

M1 : 1 To control terrisom is a law like POTA necessary? 
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Every if people object that it is against human rights? Yes POTA  is necessary but it  should not be 

moseyed can we change cricket instead  of hockey as our national game  yes we can charge because 

it unites india from  Kashmir to kanyakumari  

M2: What  is your favorite novels? What is the core theme of ponniyir salvan Explained 

What were the important news in todays news papers?  Saibabas denies P.M function on panchayat 

raj etection 

M3: What is the use of reading History ? How can the society benefit from  reading history? Itsnt 

sati a right for the individual when she volatility thus her into fire? What is mean by History repeats 

ifself? Don‟t Know sir 

M4: It employing Robert in industries necessary when there is    unemployeyment aleady What is 

reservation policy of TN & India name  a social reforms in T.N ? yes reservation is needed as long 

as down bodden people erum 

Chairman : tell about Rajaji who is the first president of India who is first governer general  of 

india? Why rajaji left congress (Then explain history  repeats it self to me thanking you your 

interview is over) 

 

3. Name: SHOBA G 

Board: K K Paul 

OPTIONS: HISTORY & TAMIL LIT 

DEGREE: B Sc (MATHS), M A (HISTORY) 

DESIG: ASST. DIRECTOR OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Introduce yourself. 

Do you know about community development. explain 

what is rural development 

which is the last book you read? (chetan bhagat) 

tell the movie name which was  inspired by his novel 

did you see that film? what is the main theme of the film? 

I worked as ASO in secretariat. So they asked me about Secretariat 

Office Manual and DOM? and the difference between the two 

they asked me about my home town (kancheepuram) and about sankara mut 

they asked about kalki's ponniyin selvan and its background 

Tell me about nuclear safety? 
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what is the  issue in Jaitapur? 

what action will be taken by you if you are posted as collector in that area 

how can you create awareness among the people? 

what action will be taken by you for promoting education among 

different sect people? 

what are the measures to be taken up for eradication of child labour? 

what are the major social  problem in kancheepuram dist? 

 

4.Name :  D. Sankar Ganesh 

Interview Date   

Board: Mr.  I.M.G Khan Chairman 

 

1. How is the Delhi Climate? 

Delhi is too hot comparatively (Chennai) because lack of humisity and connental location 

2. Compare delhi and Chennai corporation? 

Delhi is haphazard growth very tall building Floating problems 

3. What is the  problem of all building 

1. Water shortage 

2. Handling prolem in the Airport 

4. Which adv do u like? And why 

Zero zoo adv of Vodafone …. Because is  creative and humorous 

5. Do u think thumsup adv id good? 

No … sir because it is not naturalistic same time it is vulnerable for children if should be 

banned  

6. Why did U quit private job? 

Because it want to make concentration in my civil service coasting centre. It gave face 

accommodation and food so I quit the job sirs 

7. Then why did is join  the  govt job ? 
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My father was deceased in 2008 so I want to lead my family  ineed job job so I was journey   

the job 

 8. Tell me, national player of football? 

Bauchrny Bhuita  Sunil Chettri 

9. Tell me judicial activism and its adv? 

Juduary is active in legislative and exeutive 

Adv : Delhi CNG implementation 

10 Tell me pds controversy? 

11.Tell me college election? 

12. Tell me Gujarat  +ve    -Ve 

+ve  transparency and accountability in the admn 

2. progressure state interims of growth 

13. Diff b/w growth and Development ? 

Growth is a Economic induator of economy 

Development is both economic and societal redevelopment 

14. Now do u measure social development  std of living literacy and  PPP 

15. Who will measure societal devt? 

UNDP – HDI 

16. Famous Kural? 

fw;f frlw 

17. Nature of job in Ur pvt sector 

Manage the resource 

18.E- Governance  in ur Dt . treasury 

19. How will mechanical engg is useful for administrative purpose 

Mechanical engg is useful for manufacturing where planning production and marketing is there 

samething will apply in every pgm admn 

20. How will u planning? 

Planning through committee  
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5. Name : J. Prince Isarel       

Int. Date :  31.03.10 

Option : 1. Sociology        

Board  :   IMG Khan 

    2. Political Science 

Qualification : BA (Religion, Philosophy, Sociology) 

Hobby  :  Teaching, book reading and browsing 

 

Chairman: So, you are working in LIC? 

Me:  Yes Sir 

Chairman: LIC‟s market share is declining? What do you want to say about that? 

Me:  Yes. LIC has around 60% of market share today. But people‟s faith did not  

decline we still enjoy popularity & trust. 

Chairman: Yes, my experience with LIC is much better than private insurer 

Me:  Thank you sir 

Chairman: Many banks are opening insurance companies. Do you think we need to put a  

cap on number of companies 

Me:  No sir, since there more potential in insurance sector, more companies are coming  

in. There is no need for any cap more companies lead to more competition so it brings more 

choice for the people. 

Member 1: Book reading is your hobby right. What books you read. 

Me:  Few biographies sir. Recently kiran Bedi‟s „I dare‟. 

Member 1: What you like in that 

Me:  Sir, she is my role model. I think her humane approach to policing is very  

impressive 

Member 1: Is your first choice IPS? 

Chairman: No it is IAS 

Member 1: What reforms should we bring in police? 

Me:  Politician and police Nexus should be curbed. Investigation and law order should  
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be separated. 

Member 1: Centre‟s role in law and order 

Me: Not very big role. CBI like organisation come into investigation of certain  

officers. 

Member 1: Centre helps in finding, training, etc. Don‟t you think it has big role to play? 

Me:  It is only in higher level police posts. Lower level police force is trained and  

managed  

by state itself. 

Member 2: What is crop insurance? Which company provides it? 

Me:  NAIC for monsoon failure 

Member 2: Is it NAIC? Some other insurance company? 

Me:  Sorry, I don‟t know. 

Member 2: As District Administrator can you think of any innovative scheme to help more  

people. 

Me:  Sir we have polices of all kinds. All we need to do is to make people aware of  

that. 

Member 3: What is Judicial Activism? 

     :  Give +ve & -ve aspect of Judicial Activism 

     : Explain culture & civilization in one word. 

Member 4: What is statistical value of life? 

                : How human value is calculated? 

6.Name :M. Sivaguru      Int. Date: 31.03.10 

Option: 1. Tamil Literature     Board:  IMG Khan 

  2. Public Admin 

Qualification: MBBS 

Hobby:  Watching Documentaries 

Chairman: 1) After completion of your graduation what were you doing for the past 4yrs (2005- 
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    2009)? 

2) How long you have been working in the PHC? 

3) How many persons are working there? Who are they? 

4) Commonest ailment from that area? 

5) What is the reason/causes for that? 

6) How are you treating them? 

7) Health advice to them 

Member 1: 1) Tell me 3 most important news from today‟s news paper and discuss one of  

     Them 

2) Tell me about RT education. What is the importance of that? 

Member 2: 1) What is .. 

  2) Where is it? 

  3) Where is Thames? 

  4) D you know Hindi? 

  5) How are you going to manage if you posted outside TN? 

Member 3: 1) Objectives of NRHM – one or two 

  2) Situation in Coimbatore district (working area) 

  3) What needs to be alone? 

  4) If you are the D.M of CBE – How to improve community parties in NRHM? 

  5) Hobby – Watching Documentaries 

      a. What kind of documentaries 

      b. Name one documentary 

      c. Documentaries - not only 

          Truth providing informative but professional too 

Member 4: 1) What is e - governance? 

  2) Need of e – governance 

  3) Situation at present in India 
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Tamil Literature 

1. Thirukural  - Admin related  Tell in Tamil, translate explain in brief 

- Thirukural which you like 

- Why? you like, explain. 

2. Thirumular vs pathajali explain 

 

Chairman: 1. Tell me about kautalya‟s Arthashastra 

  2. Kaultalya vs Machivelli 

 

 

7. Name: Mrs. Supriya Rao. O.N.     Interview Date: 01.04.10 

Qualification : MBBS      Board:  

Hobbies : Reading Books, Seashell craft   Service : IRS (IT) 

Option : 1. Pub. Admin.2. Geography      

 

1. How will you medical degree help you in IRS? 

2. Do you think that the recent SC judgment on Kushboo case, will affect the society 

(Premarital society) 

3. What are Tax havens? What steps government can take to bring back the money from 

Swiss? 

4. If you became an administrator, what steps will u take to improve the health 

sector/scenario of the district? 

5. What are you + points   and – points, which you think will affect or have an impact, 

when you become an administrator? 

6. What is Euthanasia? Do you support it or not 

7.  

 

8.Name: R. Venkatesh Kumar   Interview Date: 01.04.10 

Qualification : BE (EEE)    Board:  Prof. Purushotham Agarwal 

Hobbies :       

Option : 1. Geography 

  2. Tamil Lit. 
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1. You are already a Deputy collector, how many services preference you are given? 

2. You want only IAS no other services? Why? 

3. If you were to be posted outside TN, tell me a state where you want to go?  

My answer: Karnataka or AP 

4. Don‟t you thing by saying so, you will defeat the purpose of all services? 

5. Tell me a democratic thing which is an example of national integration since 

independence? 

His answer: cinema 

6. Why in Tamilnadu cine persons are successful in politics? 

7. Why NTR rose to prominence? When? 

8. Tell me a very popular scheme implemented by a cine person turned politician in TN? 

9. What are the advantages and disadvantages of cine persons entering into politics? 

10. What training you attended as a Deputy collector? 

11. Are the people matured now? Will they vote for cinema heroes? 

12. There are lots of complaints about police. Can we change the system with likes of home 

gaurds? 

13. What is the need for maintaining large forces like BSF, CRPF, CISF.. are we wasting 

huge money? 

14. Tell me one thing, whether a civil servant needs to be a good leader or manager? 

15. Do you know the cattle and buffalo population of India and their status? 

16. Why they are not maintained in a good manner? 

 

 

9.Name : Mr. P. Ramesh     Interview Date: 05.04.10 

Qualification : BE (ECE)      Board:  Smt. Shasi Uban Tripathi 

Hobbies :  

Option : 1. Public Admin 

  2. Tamil Lit. 
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I was fourth one to be interviewed. I entered the room at 12:50 pm and wished the board members. 

Chairman:   

1. What is your nature of work? 

2. What is meant by Audit? 

3. Define Accounts? 

4. Is Audit is necessary 

5. Are you played in Ball Badminton in district level? 

 Member 1: 

1. Why are you following procedural audit 

2. Questions related to post-audit, pre-audit 

3. Suppose if your Boss, force you to give favourable audit to someone, did you give? 

Member 2: 

1. What is meant by spectrum? 

2. 3G? 

3. Spectrum scam? 

4. Where did you get additional spectrum? 

5. Why additional spectrum is necessary? 

6. Is Engineers are using spectrum in lavish manner? 

Member 1: 

1. Why mobile is popular than landline? 

2. Mobile site radiation problem? Sparrows are vanishing due to radiation? 

Member 3: 

1. Under which agreement Srilankan refugees are settled in Tamil nadu? 

2. Where they settled? 

3. Is Costal Guard encouraging the refugees to settle down in India? 

Chairman: Madam interrupted… 

  How many Srilankan in Tamilnadu? (Not only in camps) 

  Why Tamilnadu politicians demanding citizenship 

10. Name : Miss. R. Lalitha    Interview Date: 05.04.10 

Qualification : BE Civil Engg.     Board:  SHRI. K.K PAUL 

Hobbies : Reading books, Badminton  

Option : 1. History 

   2. Public Admin 
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CHAIRMAN: What is your name and roll number? 

Me:   I answered. 

CHAIRMAN: So, you were working for 2 years with Airports Authority of India. What was your job 

profile and duties? 

Me: I was Junior Executive (Engg.- Civil). I was posted as officer on special duty to General Manager 

(Southern Region) and was responsible for preparing the weekly progress report to be sent to Central 

Head Quarter, Delhi.  I was also responsible for the monitoring and compilation of expenditures in 

southern region.  

CHAIRMAN: What is your opinion on the allegation that PSU‟s are a burden on the exchequer? How 

far do you support the privatisation of PSU‟s? 

 

Me: Sir, I am not in favour of irrational privatisation. First, we have to look at the reason why any 

organisation is not performing. Then only we can decide what steps have to be taken. PSU‟s have been 

the backbone of development in past. In the era of liberalisation they have been instrumental in 

avoiding cartel formation by private companies and ensuring aim of social welfare. 

CHAIRMAN: What is the difference between „Tender‟ and „Quotation‟? 

Me: Tenders are openly published where any company fulfilling the basic qualification can compete 

whereas in quotation the oragnisation selects a few companies based on various criterias and asks the 

rates of the work. 

CHAIRMAN: Your hobby is reading books. What types of books do you read and what is the last book 

you read? 

Me: I read fiction novels. The last book i read was Anita Desai‟s “In Custody” which focused on the 

story of perusal of an young professor to interview his favourite old Urdu poet. 

CHAIRMAN: What is the relation between Kiran Desai and Anita Desai? 

Me: Kiran Desai is Anita Desai‟s daughter. 

CHAIRMAN: So daughter has accomplished more than mother? 

Me: Kiran Desai has won Booker prize but Anita Desai has also accomplished a lot. Though she has 

not won booker prize but she was shortlisted 3 times. In addition she has won Sahitya academy award  

and various other awards. Moreover, i found her books to be too much rooted in Indian scenarios 

especially women issues and their pathetic condition which make her my favourite.  

MEMBER 1: Where all you have done your schooling? 
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Me: Sir, I have done my schooling all over India. I‟ve studied in J&K, Assam, Nagaland, Delhi, Pune 

and Trichy. 

MEMBER 1: It seems you have travelled a lot! What is the difference between the present problem in 

Nagaland and Kashmir? 

Me: The problem in Nagaland is basically ethenic where the tribes don‟t like being rules by others ands 

that‟s why they demand a greater Nagaland. Whereas in Kashmir the problem is largely on religious 

lines and fostered entirely by foreign forces.  

MEMBER 3 (Lady): What is your favourite area in public administration and why? 

Me: My favourite area is welfare administration where we study the effective implementation of any 

scheme. It shows the change in the mindsets of govt. which has changed from direct disbursement of 

needs to make the people skilled to fulfill their needs.  

MEMBER 3 (Lady): You are giving a heavily loaded statement! Can you justify? 

Me: Madam, for example if we take the problem of unemployment and poverty earlier we used to 

simply supply money to unemployed and food. Now in addition to traditional steps we mainly 

concentrate on skill development through centres like DIC, encourage them to form SHG‟s and make 

entrepreneurs‟.   

MEMBER 3 (Lady): You seem to be too much interested in solving the problem from grass root level.. 

that‟s good! For further knowledge on North East you can read the Vision document 2020. 

MEMBER 4: What are Ecologically Sustainable buildings? 

Me: Ecologically Sustainable buildings are the buildings which use less material, consume less water, 

use energy efficiently, produce less waste and provide a healthy environment for its occupants. In such 

buildings recycled materials are used for construction, energy is minimised by techniques like 

increasing the window area, using grey water for gardens and indoor air quality is improved by using 

green plants etc.  

MEMBER 4: Are such buildings capable of withstanding emergencies such as earthquake or tsunami? 

Me: Sir, these buildings are not constructed differently but only natural aspects are encorporated more. 

These building are structurally strong and special provisions of earthquake resistance can be ensured by 

structural design or methods like base isolation. These buildings are strong but in addition are also 

healthy and sustainable. 

MEMBER 4: How is a Runway different from Highway? 
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Me: Runway is a high class runway. An aircraft can land even on a mud road but a smooth ride requires 

a smooth landing strip and that‟s what a runway provides. A runway is a highway with high strength 

and standards. 

MEMBER 4: How is the corruption scenario in AAI and what mechanisms are there to control it? 

Me: Sir, corruption level in AAI is very low. The organisation has a sound vigilance mechanism in 

place. The department has a strong vigilance department in addition to regular internal and external 

audits and in extreme cases CVC do step in.  

Observations: 

 Most of the questions are asked from bio-data or leads to the questions are taken from the bio-

data. Members generally have the summary sheet and chairman has the full application form. Boards 

are very cordial and try to make the candidate speak and express himself/herself. Attending mock 

interviews is essential to gain confidence. 

 

 

11. Name : Mrs. D. Jaya Priya    Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification : B.P.T      Board:  Nibhay Sharma 

Hobbies :  

Option : 1. Sociology 

  2. Psychology 

 

Chairman: You are D. Jayapriya right? 

Me:  Yes sir 

Chairman: What is your date of birth? 

Me:  I told 

Chairman: What did you do till your degree completion? 

Me:  Sir, I got married immediately after my degree completion and for 10 months I  

worked as physiotherapist in a private clinic. After that I had a child and I left the  

job to take care of her. Now she is 5years and now from past 11/2 years I am  

preparing for civil services. 
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Chairman: Are you still working? 

Me:  Not as a full time job; but I am attending camps and some house visits. 

Chairman: (On seeing my summary sheet) Bharathanatyam? 

Me:  Yes sir 

Chairman: How effective the Acupressure, Magneto therapy, Hydrotherapy? Is it therapies? 

Me:  Sir, I am not sure about the theoretical part of those therapies and its promise  

about curing many diseases. But practically the prognosis of the patients are good  

when it got combined with physiotherapy. Me too have tried some Acupressure in  

pain relief. It is good. 

Then Chairman directed Member 1 to ask questions. 

Member 1: Do you know the percentage of female labourers in agriculture? 

Me:  Sir, It is more than male labourers. 

 

(Member 1 said to the other member “You know exactly it is true”) 

Member 1: (He asked about) working condition of female and their male counterparts in all  

primary sectors. 

Me:  (I told about) 

  1. The less wage compared to men 

  2. Unstable job guarantee, child birth and taking care of them. 

  3. Sexual harassments 

Member 1: What do you think about gender sensitivity and mainstreaming of women. 

Me:  (I started with) patriarchal society and its atrocities on women. 

  1. (In favour of) women reservation as a compensation to suppression of women  

    from ancient times. 

2. Equal wages and equal opportunity in health, education and work. 

3. I highlighted some provisions in DPSP and fundamental duties in Indian  

    constitution. 
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4. Some recent examples of women achievement in the name of SHG, Excelling  

     in education.. 

I conclude that it is responsibility of all the members of society to make recognize and 

reorganize the social structure to bring mainstreaming of women by positive 

discrimination by giving them social, political, Economic empowerment from base and 

not “pseudo freedom” (I told about) good change in society and men recognizing female 

as equal counter parts and changing as a good sign of progression of society. 

Member 1: How you felt while attending medical camps? 

Me:  Sir, I usually attend the free medical camps organized by district hospitals. (I told  

about some pleasant positive attitude towards physio among people) I feel much  

satisfied while giving service to poor. 

Member 1: Global recession and inflation 

Me:  I talked about 

  1. Subprime crisis and its effects on European countries 

  2. India affected indirectly because of manufacturing sectors exports reduction 

  3. Inflation and stimulus package 

  4. Agricultural output reduction. 

Member 1: Money appreciation and effect on exports and imports? And How? 

Me:  (I explained) the comparative cost between China and India as example) so lose  

of orders 

Member 2: What is Praveen uttarardh in Hindi which you specified? 

Me:  Sir, it is equallent to M.A in Hindi given by Dakshim Bharath Hindi Prachar  

Sabha. 

Member 2: Any poets in Hindi? 

Me:  Kabir, Rachim… 

Member 2: Who wrote Ram Charitmanas 

Me:  Thulasidass 

Member 2: You know the difference between Ram Charitmanas and Ramayana in its theme  

and form? 



16 
 

Me:  Sorry sir I haven‟t read Ram Charitmanas. 

Member 2: It is ok. Bhagavathgita you told it and where it is from? 

Me:  Sir, (I answered in Hindi) Updesh given to Arjuna by Srikrishna and it is part of  

Mahabaratha. 

Member 2: What is clinical psychology 

Me:  I give definition and some examples (Neurosis, Psychosis) 

Member 2: What Neurological conditions as a physio you deal with? 

Me:  Children:- Cerebral palasy 

         Mental retardation 

  Adult:- CVA  

Neurological pain 

Member 3: You are from Kanchipuram and it is famous for silk sarees what threats are now  

faced by silk weavers. 

Me:  I talked about 

  1. Power looms competes with hand looms. 

  2. Increase in gold price (because of Jari of silk sarees made of silver and Gold) 

  3. Child Labour 

  (She also added that women have shifted to various dresses this has reduced  

demand right? 

  I said : “Yes madam”. 

Member 3: Why child labour is used in Silk weaving 

Me:  I explained the procedure of making Labour to make borders of different colours. 

Member 3: Government action to protect them? 

Me:  I told about raid and punishment and fine for employing child labour and  

community support scheme to the recovered children 

Member 3: You had a former lady C.M? whether she did anything for female? 

Me:  Yes mam. 
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  I told about „Cradle Baby scheme‟ especially to prevent female infanticide. Self  

help groups. 

Member 3: Is it prevalence (female infanticide) all over your state. 

Me:  No mam, It is specific to some places like Usilampatti. 

Member 3: Why it is practiced and why government not take right action. 

Me:  I told about Dowry problem and male child preference and unin formed cases  

because of community support. 

Member 4: Naxalism why it is expanding instead of action from government. 

Me:  (I talked about) 

- Poverty and illiteracy in particular areas 

- Communities belief of Naxalites as their freedom fighters and Heroes and giving 

support. 

- And Naxalities interest not in community development but greed to catch power 

and using people belief on them for their selfish power catching. 

- Parallel governments 

- Negligence of government. 

Member 4: Indo China relations 

Me:  (I told about) 

  Panchsheel 

  Indo-China war 

  Economic bond 

- Now – India asking for support of China in UN permanent membership in 

security council. 

- Hotline opened of China & India (News on the newspaper on that day) 

Member 4: Indo Pakistan relations 

Me:  Terrorism 

  Recent talks 

  Samjoutha express as good will gesture 

  Indus water treaty. 

Chairman: The year of USSR split 

Me:  1991 
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Chairman: Why? 

Me:  I explained it on base of communist nation capitalism. 

Member 4: What are the schemes or opportunities by government in the development of  

Physio career opportunities. 

Me:  Indian Association of physiotherapy (IAP) 

- Member ship 

- Request for appearing P.T.S in PHCS is in review. 

- In medical camps, physiotherapy plays vital role for the awareness of people 

about physio.  

 

 

 

12.Name : R. Shanmuga Priya    Interview Date: 07.04.10 

Qualification : B.Tech Pharmaceutical Technology Board:  Mr. Vijay Singh IAS 

Hobbies : Sudoku, Kakuro, Chess 

Extra  :Ncc, Hindi 

 Option : 1. Botany 

     2. Tamil Lit. 

Five candidates were present for this board. Four were from Tamilnadu. Except the second candidate, 

and myself others were already into civil service posts viz. IPS, IRS and Indian Railway Protection 

Force. I was the only female candidate.  

My name was called by at around 3.15 p.m. (third candidate)  

CHAIRMAN (Ch): So, you have just completed your degree in Pharmaceutical Technology. What 

did you study in that degree? 

Me: Sir, we studied the basics of drug formulation, tablet and capsule manufacture and how to 

design the medicine according to the disease.  

Ch: Is it a very technical specialized course?  

Me: Yes, Sir, it is a specialized course because it was previously available for study only after an 

under graduation in biotechnology. Ours was the first batch to come out with such a degree in Anna 

University.  

Ch: Have you ever considered pharmaceuticals for a career?  
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Me: I was considering that option also previously, Sir. I had the opportunity of being in NCC for 

three years. During that time, I came to know about civil service and the various national services. And 

even from my school days, my parents used to encourage me to become a collector.  

Ch:  So, you thought it was not a bad option to become an IAS, is it? (All start to laugh) OK, tell me 

what you learnt from NCC 

Me: Sir, in NCC, I came to know about the power of working wonders with cooperation. We learnt 

the concept of unity and discipline there only. The importance of teamwork and organised work was 

realised. 

Ch: Did you get any kind of weapon training in that? What else did you learn? 

Me:  Yes sir, we did get basic weapon introduction and training in SLRs. We were also taught how to 

dismantle and reassemble parts of the rifle. We had to write theory exam also for passing B and C 

certificates.  

Ch: What thing that you learnt from NCC do you think will help you in civil service career? 

 

Me: After NCC training, I can cooperate well with my colleagues. I can also able to manage my 

subordinates with ease. I have been a Corporal (my NCC rank) in NCC, Sir. 

Ch: what is the one reason you would say for joining civil services? 

Me: Sir, IAS, and for that matter all civil services, they demand the learning process throughout the 

period. The educative process is continuous. I can develop myself and in the process be of use to the 

nation also. It combines personal betterment with contribution to nation. 

Ch: OK. You hail from Tamilnadu. Is there any social problem in your state. Definitely I accept that 

tamilnadu is performing very well in many indicators. But is there any problem you would like to 

mention? What is your view?  

Me: (I forgot to note that he asked me “social problems”, so I started describing the more 

general river water problem) Sir, the delta regions are dependent on rivers for irrigation. 

Tamilnadu being a lower riparian state, the agriculture is affected when neighbouring states 

restrict river water supply to us. That is one of the problems. 

Ch: Yes, that‟s true. But, do you feel any sort of social problem that is prevalent in 

tamilnadu? 

Me: Sir, I would not say that there are no social problems in tamilnadu. There have been 

some occurrences of suppression of lower caste people. (I was reminded of keezhavenmani and 

uthapuram incidents, he became interested when I said this)  

Ch: So, are there areas where these seclusions are still there? What can be the role of 

administrators in dealing with this problem? 

Me: There are some pockets in TN where these are still happening. (I believed that instead of 

saying there are no occurrences now and getting caught when he quotes some incidents, it was 
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better to accept that such infirmities existed in the society). There were reports on existence of 

walls between the „Dalit‟ nagar and the upper caste nagar. They had no access to public areas, 

water tanks, etc. But recently the wall was destroyed and now all have access to common areas. 

With regard to the role of administrators in the eradication of this problem, I would like to say 

that in this case, the initiative to demolish the wall was from a collector of that district. The 

administration has a great role in preventing such discrimination and it has been doing it well 

too. 

Ch: OK. What else are your interests apart from your degree? 

Me: I like to solve mathematical puzzles and riddles sir.  

Ch: What is this Hindi Praveen that is mentioned in your biodata?  

Me: It is the Hindi Prachar Sabha exams in TN sir.  

Ch: So, you can speak in Hindi well, is it? 

Me: I completed those exams some 10 years back sir, so I lost touch in speaking. But I can 

read and write Hindi sir. I was not able to find anyone to talk to in Hindi sir. 

Ch: In your state, they would not appreciate people learning Hindi isn‟t it? 

 

Me: No, sir, that attitude is gradually coming down. People are taking Hindi exams with 

interest.  

Ch: oh, that‟s very good right?(he asks other members, they accept it) it helps you to get 

adapted to any state you are posted in India. Good.. 

Chairman asked member 1 to ask questions 

M1: Since you are from pharmaceutical background, I wanted to ask you about one particular 

disease – malaria. There is a particular drug called Artemisinin. Have you heard about it ? (I 

said yes) There are two variants of this drug in the market (he told two names). Can you say 

what is the difference? I said I didn‟t know and that we dealt with only generic drug names in 

our course. He asked me to guess. I said that the variation could have been due to different side 

chains attached to the chemical. There were more discussions on that between the members and 

chairman. They forgot my presence for about a minute. (This is a special kind of medicine from 

China, and it cannot be synthesised in the lab, must only be obtained from plants, chairman 

became very interested in this topic and asked M1 if it is available in the market, what its cost 

was and whether it is affordable). Finally he asked me what the importance of the drug was. I 

shook my head with a „No‟. Then he said that it was the only drug that was available to deal 

with multiple-drug-resistant malaria. He comforted me by saying that no problem and it is just a 

discussion from where we all learn from each other. I thanked him. 

M2: (lady member) What do you think about the patent process? Is it beneficial? Why 

patents are given? 
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Me: The product patent is more beneficial to the inventor. Process patent is more beneficial 

to the general public because it gives a cheaper medicine. Patents were given to encourage the 

inventor to do more research and to regain the money he spent to invent.  

M2: what is the difference between product and process patent? Which is followed in India? 

Me: the final product is patented in Product patent. In process patent, the process through which the 

product is arrived at is patented. We follow the process patent.  

M2: What about amendments to the Patent act of India? 

Me: We have suggested changes to convert to a product patent regime under the TRIPs. The 

process is going on. (M1 intervened to say that it has already been in force, I thanked him for 

the information) 

(chairman rises to get some water to drink and then comes back) 

M2: is India ready for the new change in patent system? What will be its implications? 

Me: In the short term, there will be rise in drug prices, but in the long term it will vanish with 

the development of more drugs by R&D boost.  

M2: is there any exception to the patent regime? Is it universal? 

Me: No mam, it is not universal. Under the TRIPs itself provisions are there for excluding 

life-saving drugs, particularly AIDS, Tuberculosis, Malaria (I glanced at M1 for support, he 

agreed by a nod) and other epidemics from patent protection. 

  M2: Why product patent should be given? 

Me: To encourage more new products invention. We opposed it because our drug companies 

only reverse-engineer established products of drugs abroad like U.S.  very few new drugs come 

up 

M2: But don‟t you think this way helps our drug firms to invent cheaper process to produce a costly 

product?  

Me: Mam, suppose a pest or microbe develops resistance to the drug, then producing the 

drug cheaply will be of no use. New drugs must be developed.  

Ch: So, finally, do you think patents should be given or not? 

Me: I think patents must be restricted to creative things only, and must not cover life-saving 

drugs and things that directly affect the general public (all were satisfied with the reply and gave 

convincing head-shakes and smiles. Chairman asks M3 to ask questions) 

M3:  Well, if you are posted in north India like Punjab, rajasthan, haryana. There are these so-

called khap panchayats which regulate their own business and give inhuman judgements. So 

what will be your role in such cases? How can you control them along with your district S.P.? 

(This is the first and last question asked by M3. he was very much an observer and not much 

involved in the board) 
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Me: I will take the cooperation of S.P. to take legal action against them if they give brutal 

judgements to the people 

Ch: What if the S.P. doesn‟t cooperate with you, if he refuses to comply? 

Me:  (I waited for two seconds, looked between two members to collect my senses) sir, at this 

stage I do not know how the relationship between a collector and S.P. will work. May be after 

joining the service and knowing the intricacies I would be better able to answer this question. 

(chairman was all smiles and taken aback for a moment, he said „I think this is a very nice way 

to answer this question‟ and laughed out. All joined. Me too. Then he asked M4 to start) 

M4: (This member looked like an anglo-indian and I had to listen intently to understand his 

accent) you were saying something about rivers in tamilnadu. There are rivers which have 

different names in different areas of its flow. Do you know some rivers like that? Tell me the 

names of brahmaputra in different areas. 

Me: it is called as the Dihang sir. 

M4: (I could not understand his expression whether my answer is right or wrong but he 

continued) it is called as the Tsangpo in Tibet as the Chinese would like to call it. Do you know 

the European river which has two capital cities situated on it?  

Me: (I was in deep thought, felt it was something to do with France.) 

M4: It has been famously talked about in literature. Can you guess? 

 

Me: is it thames, Sir? 

M4: No. it is not 

Ch: Thames runs in an island nation, so it cannot have two capitals located in it. Try some  

more  

Me: sir, is it anywhere near France? 

M4: No, it is the famous Danube, can you say the names of capitals atleast? (then seeing my 

blank expression, he himself said the answer as Budapest and one more city. Well someday you 

need to come out of tamilnadu and India, so you have to know these things, that is why I asked 

this. OK. We have this male dominated society. They don‟t care for women, they do not respect 

women. When you are posted in such an area and if men are behaving like this, how do you 

think you can cope with it? 

Me: I can definitely command the respect I ought to receive, sir. I am a civil servant and a 

representative of the government. And it does not matter whether I am a male or female in this 

regard. 

Ch: How will you get respect from the people of your district? 
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Me: Sir, I strongly believe that if I do my duties properly and sincerely, I can get accolades 

from my seniors and people (all satisfied with reply. Shook their heads as if they expected this 

reply only) 

M4: being a graduate from pharmaceutical sciences, what would you like to say about this 

drug- Nimesulide? What effect does it have on children? 

Me: Nimesulide causes liver damage sir (he accepted it with a yes) though all countries have 

banned it, it is still available in the open market in India.  

M4: what do you think can be done to prevent such occurrences?  

Me: (happy to receive the same question I discussed with a fellow-candidate a few minutes 

back) Sir, I think the intervention should not be made in the drug sales period. This must have 

been more carefully monitored in the drug licensing stage itself. (all supported with headshakes) 

even today there was a case of ethical violation in a vaccination trial. (M1 shook his head 

heavily signifying that he had read that article) 

M1: Can you elaborate on that issue? 

Me:  sir, should I tell about the nimesulide issue or this vaccination trials sir? 

M1: tell in general. (Then he changed) OK. tell about today‟s vaccination issue. I think four 

girls have died due to it. 

Me: Yes Sir, why I wanted to make it clear is because both cases are different. Nimesulide 

case is a curative medicine. But vaccines are preventive medicines. In case of curatives, there 

are several phases in which the drug has to be tested. First it has to be used on normal healthy 

volunteers, not on sick people directly. The sick must be included in the study only after 

checking the safety in Phase I. Then comes the issue of effectiveness of the drug.  

But in the case of preventive medicines like vaccines, the trials are first done in labs, then in 

animals, and then in the targeted population. In animals, they are first vaccinated and then 

cancer is induced using certain chemicals to check how well the vaccine prevent the occurrence. 

But it is unethical to do the same in humans. Even if the vaccines are meant for children, they 

must be given first to adults only in the trial stage. So there must be stricter practices to protect 

ethics. 

M4: so do you think the ethical committee has failed in this case? 

Me: sir, the ethical committee is a body that has to decide on the number of people in the 

trial, the duration of the trial and about the protocols. I cannot understand how they permitted 

such a trial without proper considerations. So this I would say is a clear-cut failure on the part of 

the ethics committee. (I was emboldened by the cordial board and took a bold stand) 

Ch: what are your service preferences? Have you opted only for IAS? 

Me: I have given IAS, IFS, IAAS, IRS, Information service, postal service Sir. 
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Ch: So if you get IFS will you consider going abroad or go only into IAS and serve the 

nation? 

Me: I will be very happy to serve in either case Sir. I would definitely join IFS and go abroad 

to serve.  

Ch: Why? 

Me: Sir, I have always liked to represent my country and so I will be proud of joining IFS. 

Ch: what is the order in which you have given cadre preference? Will you like to serve in 

Tamilnadu only, or any other state also? 

Me: I will be ready to serve any state in India sir.  

M4: I have been observing many candidates in these interviews. I like to note their body 

language and how they use their hands, head, eye and all. Because even I was noted of my body 

language when I was interviewed by many people. (Laughs) particularly girls from Tamilnadu, 

the way you shake your head, it is very nice to look at (he shakes his head in an attempt to 

imitate me) (all join laughter club) How do you do it? How does it come to you? 

Me: (I was smiling and even while listening to the above question did not change my 

mannerism and shook head in the same way as before) Sir, it is just a sign of acceptance. And it 

is a symbol of involvement in the conversation. (All members supported the view, though I was 

looking at the chairman only) 

M4: Oh, and it shows that you are not stiff-headed also! (he poses a stiff-head and all start to 

laugh again) very good..  

Chairman looked at all members for agreement to end the interview and thanked me for spending time 

with them. I reciprocated, got up from the chair and strode towards the door confidently and shut the 

door behind me silently. I was very happy to have completed the interview and had a certain level of 

confidence. 

 

13. Name : Mrs. M. Rani Kanchana    Interview Date: 07.04.10 

Qualification : MSc Micro-biology     Board:  Mr. P.K. Mishra 

Hobbies : Voluntary in caner awareness,  

   helping husband in agriculture, reading books, 

Option : 1. Geography 

     2. Tamil Lit. 

1. What is the diff between elocution and debate.  

2. Do you agree Indian democracy is of the people for the people and by the people. 
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3. What is the diff between applied microbiology and medical microbiology? What do you 

do in both. 

4. What is the diff between disease and illness?  

5. Causes and carrier of malaria. 

6. Malarial map of India. 

7. Pathoganacity of AIDS virus. 

8. What is organic farming. how do you practice it in your field. 

9. How to prepare vermicompost.  

10. Last read book. 

11. What is Coimbatore famous for.  

12. Education in Coimbatore. 

13. What is cancer? Its symptoms, diagnosis and treatment. 

14. IT industry in Coimbatore.  

15. Diff bet illiteracy, education and expertise.  

16. What steps will you take to improve your district administration. 

17. Three electoral reforms. 

18. What is ISHA yoga in Coimbatore famous for.  

19. Causes, pathogen city and cure of leprosy.  

20. Causes of common cold. 

14. Name : R.P. Rathi Priya     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification : M.Com, M.Phil     Board:  Mr. P. Agarwal 

Hobbies : Voluntary in cancer awareness,  

   helping husband in agriculture, Reading books. 

Option : 1. Commerce & Accountancy 

     2. Tamil Lit. 

Chairman:  

1. Why do you opt for civil services? 

2
nd

 question is a lead question from my answer 

As corruption is a major hurdle in the implementation of the programmes., as a straight forward  

officers, how will you see, change the system 
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2. Name some corrupt free officers? 

3. NREGA ACT 

4. about the post preference 

5. about afghan and US  nexus and its follow up 

6. Kannagi 

MEMBER 2: 

1. Coimbatore famous for? 

2. about my college and their history?(PSGCAS) 

3. G.D.Naidu 

4. Tirrupur district and why tirupur is abundant in textile industry 

5. Sakthivel (FICCI CHAIRMAN) 

6. his contribution to textile industry 

7. chairman asked did you able to recollect the person with sakthivel  

He gave the clue that it is related to the kamal hasan and this film is debut in Hindi  

He asked the movie name. and he gave the reply NAYAKAN. 

8. How will you rectify the major problems in Coimbatore city 

 

MEMBER 3: 

 

1. Is there any good Taliban and bad Taliban (this is the lead answer from my reply from 

AFFHAN AND US) 

2. As Kerala is leading in tourism industry, but Tamil nadu is not., if you are appointed in 

tourism department, how will you improve your tourism? 

3. About NALINI case and my view point? 

Why pardon power is in the constitution? 

MEMBER 4: 

1. Major incident which took place in Coimbatore city?(BOMB BLAST IN 1998) 

2. Which organization and its recent follow up (I forgot the name of the organization) so they 

asked in specific 



27 
 

3. Name of other organization involved in terrorist organization activities? 

4. How AL-UMA organization is deriving the money? And what is the motive behind it? 

MEMBER 5: 

1. Which literature transforms you? 

2. Do you feel women are weaker section? 

3. When the women were suppressed? 

4. Don‟t you feel women dual role will conflict with each other? 

And the final question is asked by chairman about KANNAGI. 

 

 

15. Name : D. Nithya     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification : BSc Micro-biology    Board:  Mr. Shasi Tripati 

Hobbies :  

Option : 1. History 

     2. Tamil Lit. 

 

MEMBER 1: 

1. Why do you opt for civil service, as microbiology has a wide scope and you become an 

accountant (working as Treasury Accountant?) 

2. What‟s your hobby? 

3. How do you spend time with kids? 

4. What are the current issues related to children? 

5. Views about RTE 

6. As a collector what will you do for the dropouts who again join the school? 

MEMBER 2: 

1. Have you did  any course in First aid?( I am a RED CROSS CLUB SECRETARY) 

2. If there is a head injury, he has no breathed how could you do first aid? 

3. how would you do the heart pumping(DEMO) 

4. At what rate you will pump the heart? 

5. How would you give the air? 
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6. How do you know about the First aid? 

MEMBER 3: 

1. If you are an IFS officer, how will you market Tamil nadu (tourism) in your place of posting? 

2. What is the distance between the Chidambaram and muthupettai 

3. What is the nature of your job 

4. how would you know about the letters sent to the sub treasuries?(regarding grievances) 

5. How often would you look at your PERSONAL REGISTER? 

6. If a letter sent to you as CONFIDENTIAL and the information of the letter are asked through 

RTI will you disclose the information. 

 

MEMBER 4: 

1. Who is the tamilian got the Nobel Prize, what field? 

2. What are ribosomes? 

3. Why Tamil nadu (GENERALLY south India) is being very hot when compared to DELHI? 

4. Can we stop the computerization of government systems as most of the employees are 

misusing (playing cards and using Google during the office hours) 

MEMBER 5: 

1. What is tsunami? What is the exact location of 2004 tsunami‟s cause? 

2. What are the rehabilitation works  

3. What is your participation as a Red Cross member? 

4. What are the government measures to treat the affected people (PSYCHOLOGICAL 

TRAUMA) 

5. Name of the Tamil nadu government schemes to adopt the new born girl child to control female 

infanticide? 

6. What is the difference between SAARC AND ASEAN? 

7. How will you develop SAARC 
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16. Name : G. Prasanna Ramaswamy    Interview Date: 06.04.10 

Qualification : B.Tech       Board:  Mr. Vijay Singh  

Hobbies :        (Retd. IAS Officer & Ex  

Option : 1. Public Admin.     Defence secy. G.O.I) 

  2. Geography 

 

Me:  May I come in sir? 

Chairman:  Yes please come in. 

Me:  Good afternoon mam , good afternoon sirs. 

Chairman:  (Immediately) Good afternoon, please be seated. 

Me:  Thank you sir. 

Chairman: So Mr. Prasanna , when did you finish your degree course? 

Me:  Sir I finished it in 2008. 

Chairman: Biotechnology is an emerging & promising field , why did you choose a career in  

civil service instead? 

Me:   Sir, I was always inclined towards civil service as a career, after finishing my      

12
th

 std I initially thought of joining an arts and science college but since I was the  

only son in my family my parents persuaded me to get an engineering degree, but  

in retrospect I fell it was a good decision as I got to learn a lot from my course in  

biotechnology. 

Chairman:  So engineering is the right choice for intelligent students? (This question was not  

very clear to me but I failed to get it clarified) 

Me:   Yes sir. 

Member:  So Mr. Prasanna , you have a degree in biotechnology , do you know what is  

protein technology ? 

Me:   (after pondering over it for some time) I am sorry sir , I am unaware of this  

technology. 
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Member:  (he persisted) You know ? Protein and all that. 

Me:  Sir I cannot recollect it right now, I am not very sure of what exactly it  

constitutes. 

Chairman: So Mr. prasanna you have a degree in biotechnology , what is it about  

biotechnology that you like the most? 

Me:   (after taking some time, say 6 secs) Sir the most striking thing about  

biotechnology is the possibilities it offers. It is a very promising field with huge  

potential. It can give us a solution to almost any problem in any field like  

agriculture, medicine, environmental degradation etc. 

Member:  But do you think it has any limitations? 

Me:  (after taking some time) Limitations, yes sir the biggest limitation is that we have  

to be very careful while handling genes in biotechnology as it can grave implications on 

the environment and human beings. 

Member:  Tell me prasanna, you say that biotechnology offers many possibilities, so can  

you create using biotechnology, a plant can bear both a tomato and a potato in the  

same branch? 

Me:   Yes sir it is very much possible. You only have to genetically modify any one of  

the two concerned plants by inserting the gene of the other into the first plant. 

Member:  Does biotechnology have any application for humans in terms of production of  

proteins for human use? 

Me:   Yes sir, I will give you an example , insulin is an example of a protein & hitherto  

we used to produce insulin from cattle and pigs, but now using Recombinant  

DNA Technology, we can induce E.Coli , a bacterium to produce human insulin  

by genetically modifying it. 

Member: And where do we get the gene from? 

Me:  Sir we can get it from our body. 

Member 2: Mr. Prasanna are you aware of the problem of development induced  

displacements. If you are given a situation, how will you handle it? 
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Me:  (As I started to explain he interrupted me and asked me to tell him about the  

different types of displacements) Sir there are displacements due to infrastructure  

projects like building roads, SEZs and most importantly sir, dams (he seemed to  

be expecting this) . And sir if I am given a situation  to handle the first thing that  

will make it a point to take the people concerned into confidence by  

explaining the pros and cons of the project and how it will benefit them and sir I  

believe that if we sincerely try to do that the people will cooperate with us. 

Member 2: But if the people who are mostly tribals say that we don‟t want electricity and all  

and that you just go away, what will you do? Moreover you must be aware that  

according to the tribal rights act the forestland legally belongs to the tribals? 

Me:  Sir in that case I will still try to persuade them. I will make sure that they are  

given a fair deal, a resettlement package which will relocate them to a place of  

their choice nearby because sir ultimately we have to strike a compromise  

between development and tribal welfare. 

Chairman: So prasanna your optional are pub ad and geography , what made you choose  

them? 

Me:  Sir I chose them because I felt they were scoring subjects. But then the other  

reason was that I found them more relevant as pub ad is what I  will be doing once  

I get into the service. 

Chairman: So scoring marks was your primary motive? 

Me:  Yes sir, my topmost priority was to clear the exams, but I also chose them  

because of their relevance. 

Member 3: Prasanna which country is foremost in biotechnology? 

Me:  Sir I think it is the United States of America. 

Member 3: (immediately) No, no it is Hungary. They are the foremost. 

Me:  Thank you sir I didn‟t know it. 

Chairman: Prasanna do you think that the people of our country are increasingly becoming  
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intolerant. For example the recent Hyderabad episode and the Maharashtra one 

preceding that? 

Me:  Sir I believe that if the people are left alone then they will coexist peacefully  

despite their differences but the problem arises when the political parties try to  

divide the people to gain politically from it. Sir this was the case in Hyderabad  and also 

in Maharashtra. 

Chairman: But don‟t you think there are other problems also? 

Me:  Yes sir the other problem is that most of the people are illiterate and unemployed  

and these people who tend to get carried away by the propaganda of the  

political parties as they fail to look at an issue rationally. 

Member 4: So prasanna cricket happens to be your hobby? 

Me:   Yes sir. 

Member 4: Do you watch tennis? 

Me:  Sir I do occasionally watch tennis matches but I am not a regular watcher. 

Member 4: Do you know what is deuce and other rules of the game? 

Me:  No sir I don‟t know the rules of the game. 

Member 4: Prasanna you are from Sastra University, tell me something about it. 

Me:  Sir sastra is the abbreviation for shanmuga arts science technology and research  

academy. It attained the deemed university status in 2001. 

Member 3: Recently a lot of deemed universities were in trouble, so do you think we should  

do away with the system? 

Me:  (after taking some time) Sir I believe the true intent of the ugc act regarding  

deemed universities was to have quality educational institutions which is relevant  

even today, the problem is however with the implementation of the act. so we  

must correct that instead of doing away with the system as such because there are  

many deemed universities which are doing really well. 

Chairman: How about your university? 

Me:  Sir my university has very good infrastructure and the lab facilities are also good  
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but the main problem is regarding the faculty, they don‟t have quality faculty   

.Most of the lecturers do not have a phd but only a post graduate degree. 

Chairman: And I also think they are not paid very well. 

Me:  Yes sir that is also is a problem. 

Lady mem: So prasanna pencil sketching is your hobby, and you are from thanjavur , do you  

know about the different forms of paintings in thanjavur? 

Me:  (after some thought) Yes mam the temple paintings of thanjavur are very famous  

they are a good example of frescoes wherein they paint on wet plaster which after  

drying gives it a separate quality. Mam I am not very sure of the other forms of painting. 

Lady mem:  Yes you are right , the temple paintings are very famous and the other form is  

glass paintings which are also very famous. 

Me:  Thank you mam. 

Member 4: Geography is one of your optionals, are you aware of the concept of man made  

disasters? For example recently a sea was in news which it seems has been  

affected by human activity.( they were talking about Aral sea sea which was in  

news that day in TOI). 

Me:   Yes sir it is the Aral sea which is a landlocked sea in central asia . the problem  

started in 1970s when Russia or the erstwhile soviet union diverted the rivers  

draining into the sea to cultivate lands and this led to the drying up of the sea  

because of its landlocked nature and it is having a serious impact on the human  

population in the vicinity. 

Lady mem: Also the fauna and flora are also being affected. 

Me:  Yes mam, a sea has a lot of bearing on the local climate and drying up of the sea  

would have adverse effects on the flora and fauna. 

Chairman: So prasanna do you have any other interests apart from your hobbies? 

Me:  Yes sir I read books. 

Chairman: What kind of books? 
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Me:  Sir non-fiction. 

Chairman: So are you reading any book now? 

Me:  Yes sir currently I read or am reading a book by the name India after Gandhi  

by…. 

Chairman: (he interrupted) Yes its by ramachandra guha and it is a very good book. 

Me:  Yes sir it is ,all along I  had been reading about the history of pre independence  

India but this book gives a very good account of the history of post independent  

India and it helped me to clarify many of my doubts. 

Chairman: It‟s a good habit and continue with it. 

Me:  thank you sir , I will. 

Chairman: So prasanna what are your service preferences? 

Me:  Sir they are IAS, IPS, IFS, IRS(IT),IRS(CUS)…. 

Chairman: So why did you not opt for IFS? 

Me:  (after taking some time) Sir I am more interested in serving in my country among  

my own people. I have no other reasons. 

Chairman: That‟s a good reason. Ok prasanna thank you, you can go now. 

Me:  (I was a bit surprised because I expected it to continue) Thank you sir, thank you  

everyone (I am not sure if I thanked looking at everybody because of my surprise  

and then I left). 

Time I came out – 3:25  

So my interview lasted about 20 minutes or even less and on the whole it was all very cordial and I 

believe I was never very tensed up and answered quite confidently. I would say it was a very pleasant 

experience but can‟t guess anything about the marks that I may get as of now 
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17.Name : Dr. K. Kannan    Interview Date: 06.04.10 

Qualification : BVsc       Board: Dr. K.K. Paul 

Hobbies :          

Option : 1. Zoology 

  2. Vet. Science 

Chairman: 

1. Why you have not joined Indian Forest Service? 

2. Climate change and Non-vegetarian diets? 

3. Why Gobar Gas plants not used now and measures to control methane production. 

Member 1: 

1. What do you learn from Bird watching? 

2. Have you publish any article on Bird watching? 

3. Where are you working now? (Madurai) 

4. Famous places in Madurai district? 

5. Growth states of own Theni district? 

6. Rural Development programmes in your district? 

7. About SHG & performance 

8. Contribution of commercial tax in state? 

Member 2: 

1. What you know about (“Mad cow Disease”)? 

2. Economic importance of Avian Flu? 

3. Actions taken by state government? 

4. Incidence of corruption in commercial tax department? 

5. Department Modernisation? (e-governance) 

6. Vaccination schedule for dogs? 

7. Public health programmes in India? 

Member 3: 

1. Life span of butterfly? 

2. Service preference (IAS, IPS, IFS) 

3. Triangle formation possibility between Indian-China-Pakistan. 

4. Control of corruption? 

5. Have you done frog dissection/Birds dissection in schools since you are bird watcher. 

6. How will you improve 15% Revenue in your Jurisdiction? In commercial taxes department. 

Member 4: 

1. Changes made in higher education? Why? 
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2. Communal violence bill? 

3. By what mode reached Delhi? 

4. What are all the states you come across? 

5. Amrytasen – Development is freedom? Why? 

6. Reasons for inequality in India 

Chairman: Interview is over 

Thank you sir…. 

 

18.Name : R. Sathish Kumar    Interview Date: 05.04.10 

Qualification : BSc. (Physics) M.C.A.   Board: Mr. Purushotham Agarwal 

Hobbies : Quizzing        

Option : 1.  

  2.  

1. Indian bureaucracy is considered oppressive? Is it true or not-From colonial legacy, bureaucracy 

was not close to people or their needs. Have been changed by admiinistrationn reforms 

commission and RTI act. 

2. 1
st
 admin reforms commission – 1966-chairman Morarji desai. 

3. Paul Appleby commission -1954-Indina Institute of public administration setup. Organisation 

and methods division setup. 

4. NCC – „A‟ certificate – what is the use - asked about camp experience what rifle used for NCC 

Training. 

5. Favourite political leader in TN – Kamarajar 

-Reasons-contributions to National politics played a role in Lal Bahadur Shastri and Indira 

Gandhi‟s selection as PM. 

6. What is Kamaraj plan, mentor of kamarajar- Sathyamurti- He was a freedom fighert and 

member of legislative council before independence. 

7. What is Kamaraj used to say frequently. Other leader who suggested about reforms in congres – 

Gandhi –disband congress and work in villages was the only organisation having all India reach 

at that time and it was necessary to maintain unity and integrity. 

8. When did Indian independence movement start – in 1790‟s with revolt of polygars, 

kattabomman, Vellore mutiny – year 1806? 
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9. What are the tribal uprisings – Santhal 1854, Gonds-1824 

10. How do you use electronics and software knowledge in administration – implement e-

governance, nationwide knowledge network connecting all universities, tele medicine. 

11. How many states and UT in India – 28, 7 

12. What about small states – need to setup state reorganization committee and evaluate all 

demands based on merit. 

13. Hobby Quizzing – What type of quizzing you do. 

14. Who won the battle of Plassey – why was that battle important. 

15. Which is the fastest flying bird in the world – swift 

16. Power situation in U.P---> I said I did not know but know we have 3hr power cut in Tamilnadu. 

17. Chairman told 16 hour power cut in U.P except Lucknow and Agra. 

18. What was the barrier for verbal and non verbal communication? 

19. What steps taken to improve e-literacy.   

19.Name : R.L Arun Prasad    Interview Date: 06.04.10 

Qualification : BE      Board: Prof Balagurusamy 

Hobbies :      

Option : 1.  

  2.  

Chairman: 

1. Tell about yourself? 

2. You completed in 2000, you have a long career, tell about that? 

3. Now you are working with which company? 

4. What is your salary? 

5. Getting good salary, good job? Why do you want to come to civil service? 

6. You have taken a strong decision to join civil service in 2002, why don‟t you change? 

7. Flexibility is required for civil servant 

8. No don‟t you change based on your situation 

Member 1: 

1. What are the qualities you have? That required for IAS 

2. These are general qualities every one requires 

3. What is a special quality you have that ask us to take you to civil service? 
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4. Ok, List out qualities requires for IAS 

5. No, thus qualities requires for a teacher also, then he became equal to IAS 

6. What made you fit yourself to IAS 

7. Tell the different between production and manufacturing? 

Chairman: 

1. Not satisfied, (again provoking) 

2. How do you assess productivity of IAS, politician. 

Member 1: 

1. Productivity is technical term or general term 

2. What is AIS? 

3. What is central service 

4. Tell about IFS 

5. Which country is your interest as IFS officer? Why? 

6. Learning different languages as IFS officer 

7. Not interested to work Sub Sahara? 

8. Income tax Slabs? 

9. Which is high income tax or excise? Why? 

10. Who are the.. of income tax? 

11. How to increase income tax in India? 

Chairman: Continuously interrupted to every answer 

Member 3: 

1. What‟s your hobby? (Reading books) 

2. What type of Book you read? 

3. Recently read book? 

4. Tell about that story? 

5. Any award given to the writer? 

6. What is biology? 

7. What is engineering? 

8. Have you studied Mathematics in your engineering? 

9. Tell the sum of natural numbers from 0 to 200? 

10. What is Mechanical Engineering? 

11. What is social engineering? 

12. Difference between tax evasion and Tax avoiding? 

Chairman: Ask me to read the statement written in the paper before the table 

Statement: 
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 “Nobody cannot take away your self respect unless you allow to do it” 

Chairman:  Give me the explantion for the statement? (There was a Long Discussion on self  

respect) 

Member 1: There is no wrong, when DGP eat sweets to CM it is not giving away self  

respect? 

It is like giving respect to your superior, who is not able to do her duty – Age old  

person like Narendra Modi giving wish to IAS officer falling in his legs is like  

getting Ashirwad from teacher or father. 

  You are wrong; I don‟t think there is any wrong 

Chairman: Greeted and told best wishes. 

 

 

20. Name : Mrs. R. Vimala     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification :  BSc Chemistry     Board: Mr. Nirbai Sharma   

Hobbies :  Collage, Reading Novels,  

   Taking class for Rural Students in employment office.  

Option :  1. History 

      2. Tamil Lit. 

Chairman: After completion of your degree in 1998 what did you do till 2010? 

Me: Immediately after the completion of my degree in 1998. I got married and I got twins in 

2000. So my immediate responsibility to look after them in 2005 when they went to 

school I had time to prepare for civil services and this is my 5
th

 attempt and 2
nd

 interview 

of UPSC have been selected for Tamilnadu Group-I service. 

Chairman: Tell me some qualities which we expect from you? 

Me: They are the leadership qualities like integrity, friendliness, commanding firm decision 

making. 

Chairman: Tell us some programmes of UPA one and UPA two 

Me: For UPA one common minimum program and NREGA  

(Chairman interrupted) 
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Chairman: Tell me about NREGA. Is it successful? 

Me:  Yes sir, It is successful and it is extended under UPA two government also 

Member 1: What are the components of NREGA 

Me:  It provides employment guaranty for minimum hundred days per house hold in  

rural areas. The participation of women is encouraging durable assets in rural  

areas is produced, it leads to rural development and food security. 

Member 2: What do you know about saint therasa and mother therasa 

Me:  Sir, I know little information about saint therasa, but I can tell about mother  

therasa 

Member 2: Ok 

Me:  She is an Albanian settle in India and established missionary of charity in  

Calcutta, got Nobel Prize in 1979. The motto of the missionary is “I thirst” 

 

Member 3: Do people of your state get money from political parties to vote in election? 

Me:  Yes sir, It is true 

Member 3: Oh. Do they vote to the party giving more money 

Me:  No not like that sir, they get money from all the parties and vote to the party  

according to their own preferences. 

Member 4: What was the preference of first five year plan and second five year plan 

Me:  For the first is food security and agriculture for the second is industrialization 

Member 4: What about 3
rd

 five year plan? 

Me:  It is combination of both one and two 

Member 4: Did they introduce anything new? 

Me:  Yes sir, it is the green revolution 

Member 5: Explain economic development of China and their government set up? 

Me:  Their government set up has very great impact on their economic development  

everything is planned and defined nobody can object. 
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Member 5: So you say that democracy of India is not effective when compared to Chinas  

Development 

Me:  Sir I accept that democracy as limitations, but it is not negative. Though we have  

a limitations were gradually improving but in Chinas case there are many  

grievances against the state in the society. It is not good because it bares the  

danger of collapsing these state, India is stable. 

Chairman: Why don‟t you prefer police services? 

Me:  Sir, my kind of fitness less than with 150cm of my height. I decided other services  

than police suitable to me. 

Chairman: Do you know anything about the ethnic composition of China and India? 

Me:  Sir, I think in China they are more mangoloid and in India more negritos and  

meditranians  

Chairman: Thank You. You may go. 

 

 

21.Name : Miss. O.M. Reena     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification : MSc        Board: Mr. Nirbai Sharma   

Hobbies :  

Option :  1. Geography 

     2. Psychology 

 

1. What is most important for a country mountain or honest? 

2. Indus valley civilization? What is the specialty? What script they use? 

3. What is earthquake, plate tectonics, Tsunami? 

4. About my Phd-Research 

5. What are the development programmes? 

6. How psychology case applied for rehabilitation? 

7.  What are fossils, In which rock, it caube found? 
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8. Have you ever been angry? What makes you angry? 

9. Have you done anything/any incident in which you have shown your administrative activity? 

10. Is there any Co-relation between Geography of a region and How it affects people (or) 

correlation between Geography and population of a country 

11. What is PAP (Reliance with thesis) 

It is Parambikulam Aliyar Project? 

12. What do you mean by Autonomous College? 

13. What do you mean by Presidency? 

 

22.Name : K. Vinoth Kannan     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification :  MBA      Board: Mr. P.K.Mishra 

Hobbies :   

Option :  1. Geography 

     2. Tamil Lit 

Chairman:  What is EOQ? 

Me          : Economic order quantity 

Chairman:  Explain EOQ? 

Me          : I explained. But he did not convince. He asked to draw a graph about EOQ.  I told  that 

sir , I completed MBA through correspondence, So I am not able to draw graph. 

Chairman:  (He verified my BIO data). Ok I can understand what is Budget? Define it. 

Me: I explained, but he was not satisfied and he asked my familiar areas. I told leather and 

my Group-II work as an assistant in DBCNO 

Chairman: What is your role in DBCNO? 

Me: Assisting in free house site pattas, minority welfare, Economic development of BC… I 

explained the free house patta scheme. 

Chairman: What is inclusive growth 

Me: Taking steps towards growth by incorporating the weaker sections and down trodden 

etc. 

Chairman: Who are weaker sections? 

Me: Women and children, SC & ST 



43 
 

Chairman: How will you say women as weaker sections? 

Me: They become weaker because of the male dominated society (But he was not satisfied) 

Chairman: What is difference between weaker section and Disadvantaged Group? Tell me 3 areas 

where will you concentrate in DBCNO to improve it. 

Me:  I answered the difference that disadvantage sections are denied from the 

opportunities/awareness about the government schemes, elimination of corruption – He 

interrupted and asked how to reduce the corruption. I started with transparent 

administration but he seems denied and told that always to reduce the corruption, we 

need transparency (ok, leave it) and then he allowed to ask by other members. 

 

Member 2: How will you do counseling to children in orphanages. What are their problems? How will 

you given love and affection to them. What are raw materials for leather? 

Me: I answered all with satisfaction. 

Member 3: If you are appointed as an administration in leather industrial area what is your major 

areas? 

Me: Pollution control, women empowerment (He asked me other than leather my priority) I 

said – to be integrity and honesty admin, Reducing the gap between the people and admin, 

Implementing the government program effectively. 

 Member 3: Energy security – Alternative energy resources 

Me: I told about renewable energy resources 

Member 3: Tell +ve & -Ve about nuclear energy? 

Me: +ve - energy securities, cheaper energy 

 -ve – accidents, dependency on foreign companies 

Member 3: Globaly nuclear accident – where it is occurred 

Me: Chermobyl – now at Ukraine 

Member 4: 1. Compare the private sector Vs social sector Vs Government sector 

 Private sector – [Team work, customer satisfaction, profit earning] 

 Social sector – [Increasing trend to help by common] 

 Govt. sector – [ Hierarchy, fear] 

 2. Where common man fears in admin system [Police –Revenue – Judiciary] 

Me: Police (He asked reasons) and I explained – No people friendly, treatment etc. 
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Member 5: Various rivers and canals in Chennai 

Me: Cooum, Adyar, Bukingham canal. 

Member 5: Where it starts (BC) 

Me: I forgot the exact name 

Member 5: Different type of problems in these rivers? 

Me: Cooum – Pollution due to Slum, Industry, Plastics etc. 

 Adyar – lack of ground water (He interrupted – that is normal problem) 

Member 5: Where it drains? I said Bay of Bengal. 

 

Member 5: Where is satellite launching centre? 

Me: Sri Harihota 

Member 5: What is other name? 

Me: I tried to remember (he helped by saying Sadish… 

 I told Sadish Dawan space centre 

Member 5: What is another one 40km away from south madras? 

Me: I am not able to grasp the question. (Chairman told kalpakam) Then I told about  

 IGAERC. 

Member 5: What are the important leather manufacture centres in India? 

Me: Kolkata, Kanpur, Agra, Delhi, Mumbai etc. 

 [Chairman told that Interview is over and said Thank you – I replied thanks to all] 

 

 

23. Name : P. Thanasekaran     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification :  MCA      Board: Mr. Chalam 

Hobbies :   

Option :  1. Mathematics 

     2. Tamil Lit 
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1. Why all technical peoples are coming for civil service 

2. Who is the heroine of MGR 

3. Kushpoo & Pre -Marital sex Opinion 

4. Why civil Service? 

5. Mid Day Meal Scheme? 

6. ABL Scheme? 

7. RTE & Prime Minister talk in April 1 

8.  it useful in TN& Kerala? 

9. What u know about manimegala 

10.  What is leadership? 

11. If obama dies ,What will happen to US? 

12. What is his Famous Statements? 

13. Why he got Nobel prize? 

14. Difference between ancient globalisation & modern Globalisation? 

15. Globalisation is useful? 

16. Katch thieve problem? 

17. Whether India is supporting LTTE? 

18. What is NSSO? 

19. Why the data of census & NSSO is varying? 

20. What is the role of Statistical Compiler? 

21. What is use of NPR? 

22. IT&BPO has spoiled Indian culture? 

 

 

24.Name : Saren Jose     Interview Date: 08.04.10 

Qualification :  MSc      Board: Smt. Shashi Uban Tripathi 

Hobbies :   

Option :  1. Chemistry 

     2. Public Admin. 

http://22.it/
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- Explain the Big Bang Experiment. (CERN ) 

- Didn‟t you get placed in campus recruitment? 

- Explain ionization esp. in relation to our body system. 

- What is polymerization? Give some examples of commonly seen polymers.  

- What is the most imp. Disadvantage of polymers? 

- What is Half-life of a substance? (Radioactivity) 

- What is Biomagnification ? 

- Is decision-making an art or a science? 

- Why does Kerala lack in industrial development? 

- Explain the phrase “God‟s own Country”. 

- How come Tourism industry is thriving in Kerala? 

- Why are there more problems in Kerala related to suicide, liquor and mental trauma?  

- How, as an administrator, you plan to check the liquor problem, esp. with respect to the youth 

involved?  

- Have you heard of “Alcoholics anonymous”?  

- Do you support Govt.‟s role to go and look for water in the moon when many villages in India lack 

proper drinking water facilities? 

- What do you know about “Bene Israeli”? 

- Why do you think India has so many diverse cultures and traditions?  

- Differentiate between Direct Taxes and Indirect Taxes. 

 I hope these questions will be of help to many aspirants and I wish them good luck.  

 Note : Most of the Boards, including Madam‟s Board, are very cordial, helpful and cooperative to the 

extent that they direct the candidate to the right answer.  

 


