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Mumbai‟s Victorian and Art Deco buildings get World Heritage tag 

GS PAPER -01 :- INDIAN ART AND CULTURE 

 India has been successful in securing the inscription of the "Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai‖ 

on UNESCO's World Heritage List. 

• The Ensemble comprises of two architectural styles, the 19th century collection of Victorian structures and the 20th 

century Art Deco buildings along the sea, conjoined by means of the historical open space of the Oval Maidan.  

• Together, this architectural ensemble represents the most remarkable collection of Victorian and Art Deco buildings 

in the world which forms the unique character of this urban setting, unparalleled in the world. 

• This makes Mumbai city the second city in India after Ahmedabad to be inscribed on the World Heritage List.  

• In the past 5 years alone, India has managed to get inscribed seven of its properties/sites on the World Heritage List 

of UNESCO.  

• India now has overall 37 World Heritage Inscriptions with 29 Cultural, 07 Natural and 01 Mixed sites.  

• While India stands second largest in number after China in terms of number of World Heritage properties in ASPAC 

(Asia and Pacific) region, it is overall sixth in the world. 

 

 A 216-foot-tall celebration of Ramanuja 

GS PAPER -01  

 As a tribute to the Bhakti saint, Ramanujacharya, a 216 feet statue of the saint is being built on a 40 acre plot 

of land at sritridandi china jeyarswamy ashram in munchital village. 

 Statute is set to become the world‘s second tallest statue of a seated figure, at 216 feet. 

 The saint lived 1,000 years ago and travelled widely, spreading the message of equality. 

 Currently, the Great Buddha of Thailand is the tallest statue, at 302-feet. Once the Ramanujacharya statue is 

unveiled, it will become the second tallest, a distinction now held by the Guanyin •gure on Mount Xiqiao in 

China‘s Guangdong region, at 203 feet. 

 he inner core is 850 tonnes of steel holding up the 650-tonne statue. Justthe •agsta• is 135 feet long. 

 Ramanujacharya‘s appearance has been designed based on carved stone images of the saint in Melkote and 

Srirangam temples 

 The statue is part of a religious complex with a musical fountain for a sound and light show. 

ABOUT RAMANUJACHARYA 

 Born in 1017 CE, Ramanujacharya was a Hindu theologian, philosopher, and one of the most 

important exponents of the Sri Vaishnavism tradition within Hinduism. 

 He was born in a Tamil Brāhmin family in the village of Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu. 

 Rāmānuja‘s guru was YādavaPrakāsa, a scholar who was a part of the more ancient 

AdvaitaVedānta monastic tradition. 

 Rāmānuja followed in the footsteps of Indian Alvārs tradition, the scholars Nāthamuni and 

Yamunāchārya. Rāmānujacharya is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita sub-school 

of Vedānta, 

 Rāmānuja himself wrote influential texts, such as bhāsya on the Brahma Sutras and the 

Bhagavad Gita, all in Sanskrit. 

 Rāmānuja presented the epistemic and soteriological importance of bhakti, or the devotion to a 

personal God (Vishnu in Rāmānuja‘s case) as a means to spiritual liberation. His theories assert 

that there exists a plurality and distinction between Ātman (soul) and Brahman (metaphysical, 

ultimate reality), while he also affirmed that there is unity of all souls and that the individual soul 

has the potential to realize identity with the Brahman. 

 In 2017 millennium birth anniversary was celebrated. 
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 2021 census data to be stored electronically 

Gs paper -01  SOCIAL ISSUES - POPULATION AND ASSOCIATED ISSUES 

 

According to an amended rule notified by the Registrar-General of India (RGI), the data collected during the 

2021 Census will be stored electronically, the first time since the decennial exercise was conducted in 1951 in 

Independent India 

Any tampering will be a Punishable Offence 

1. Till now the ―schedules‖ (a tabular form containing details of individuals), carried by enumerators to 

households, were being stored in a physical form at the government‘s storehouse in Delhi. 

2. It is based on these schedules that the relevant statistical information on population, language, and 

occupation are sorted and published. 

3. The records running into crores of pages were occupying space in the government office and it has now 

been decided that they will be stored in an electronic format. 

4. Any tampering with the data will invite punishment under the Information Technology Act, 2000 

Gearing Up for 2021 Census 

1. Enumerators will start ―house listing‖ in 2020 and the headcount will begin from February 2021 onwards. 

2. An individual‘s household data is not published by the RGI. They are published in the form of tables on the 

Census website. The data is preserved for 10 years and then it is destroyed. 

3. From 2021 Census it will be stored forever in electronic format. 

 

Census of India: 

● The decennial Census of India has been conducted 15 times, As of 2011. While it has been conducted every 

10 years, beginning in 1872, the first complete census was taken in the year 1881. 

● Post 1949, it has been conducted by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India under the 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

● All the census since 1951 are conducted under Census of India Act 1948. 

                                                                                                                                                       Source:-The Hindu  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Behdienkhlam Festival, Meghalaya 

GS PAPER - 01 CULTURE  

The famous 4-day Meghalaya Annual Cultural Festival, ―Behdienkhlam‖, held every year at the small peripheral town 

of Jowai, Meghalaya. 

Behdienkhlam Festival 

● Behdienkhlam Festival is the most celebrated religious festival among the Pnars Tribals. It is popular at 

Jowai the District headquarters of Jaintia Hills District, Meghalaya. 

● ―Khlam‖ means plague or pestilence‘ and ―beh dien‖ means to drive away with sticks. 

● The festival is also known as the festival for chasing away the Demon of Cholera. 

● It is celebrated mid-July every year after the sowing is over. 

● The festival reaches its conclusion with the Dad-lawakor ceremony in which groups of men jostle for the 

possession of a wooden ball, a game which is remotely similar to football. 

● The festival ends with a final salutation to the divine powers when the women of the tribe offer sacrificial 

food to their almighty. 

                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu  
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The marriage penalty on women in India [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES :- ROLE OF WOMEN AND WOMEN ORGANISATION 

● The discourse on economic development has become increasingly gendered, in recognition of both the 

ethical construct of equality between men and women and the realization that women‘s empowerment 

generates positive externalities. 

● Despite the pronounced gendered approach to policy initiatives recently in India, the country slipped 21 

places between 2016 and 2017 in The Global Gender Gap Report released by the World Economic Forum. 

● India‘s low rank on gender parity in labour force participation (LFP) fell further, by four points, to 139 

(among 144 countries). 

The biggest constraint 

● The observed decline in female LFP has been the largest and most significant for rural married women. 

● In urban areas, while there has been no decline in participation by married women over time, the figure has 

been stagnating. 

● On the other hand, there has been no fall in the employment rate for men in the same demographic group. 

Few facts underlining this phenomenon 

● In 2011, around 50% of unmarried women in the 15-60 age brackets were in the labour force, while the 

proportion for married women was 20%. 

● There has been a rise in LFP rates among urban unmarried women between 1999-2011, from 37% to 50%, 

but, for married women, it has been stagnant for 30 years. 

● For married and unmarried men, the participation rates are high (around 95%) and constant over time. 

Marriage and Childcare- the only barrier 

● With marriage almost being universal in India, the different trajectories that single and married women 

have followed clearly hint at marriage and consequent childcare as one of the important barriers in access 

to employment. 

● Against a rapid increase in the number of years women get an education, an increase in age for marriage 

and a reduction in fertility levels, these trends seem contradictory to the trend of labour force participation 

seen in India. 

What NFHS data says? 

1. The latest figures from the National Family Health Survey show that the average age at first marriage in 

India is 18 for rural and 19.4 for urban women. 

2. Age at first birth is 20 for rural, and 21 for urban, women. 

Two realities that young girls face in our country 

● First, there is a small window of opportunity to be economically active after completion of education and 

before marriage. 

● Second, with universal marriage and expected child-bearing, there is little space between marriage and first 

child. 

● While the number of children born to a woman has come down (two in urban areas and 2.5 in rural areas in 

2015), this may not necessarily increase women‘s labour force attachment if households place greater 

importance on the quality of their progeny. 

Re-entry post Maternity 

● A look at participation numbers at the cohort level shows that there is an increase in participation 

proportion from 17% in the early 20s to 22% in the early 30s. 

● Even for women with graduate and higher level of education, it increases from approximately 13% in the 

early 20s to 28% in the early 30s. 

● Childcare is clearly a constraint for married women and continues to remain a roadblock from the 

employment perspective. 
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Policy Initiatives – a glimmer of hope 

● Adoption of technologies that potentially reduce the burden of housework—for instance, the Ujjwala 

programme‘s subsidization of cooking gas, which can induce a shift towards cleaner fuel that also reduces 

cooking time–is one small but important step in the right direction. 

● Under the Maternity Benefit Amendment Act (2016), provision of a crèche facility has become mandatory 

for establishments employing at least 50 individuals. 

● But the Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme for the Children of Working Mothers, started by the 

government for low-income families, has been marred by poor infrastructure and limited benefits due to its 

flawed design. 

Way Forward 

● There is no silver bullet that works best in empowering women economically in our country. 

● But the heart of the matter is that to get more women to work, we have to get them out of their homes. 

● Hence, an exclusive focus on educating and skilling women or financial inclusiveness is unlikely to be 

effective unless policy measures address the constraints of childcare faced by married women. 

● With patriarchal norms underlying the traditional role of men and women in households and non-

marketization of childcare, coupled with a shift towards nuclear families, the burden of domestic work lies 

on women. 

● At the same time, the absence of flexible work hours and easier physical access to work have been 

compounded by the persistent gender gap in wages. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Lightweight „sadmridangam‟ finally gets patent  

GS PAPER -01 ART AND CULTURE 

● Mr. Ramakrishnan has named the newly designed instrument as ‗sadmridangam.‘ 

● The patent office of Union government awarded the patent for the newly designed sadmridangam to the 

innovative product. The Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks has given the patent under 

‗drum‘ category. 
 

Literal meaning:- 

mridangam is a musical instrument played softly. performers of this percussion instrument who accompany 

Carnatic musicians and dancers feel the huge weight of the instrument dampens the softness. 

Transportation is also a matter of concern:- 

● There are occasions when the performer has to carry it on his shoulders.  

● Traditional mridangam is made out of the wood of jackfruit tree and the weight varies between 15 kg to 30 kg. 

Quality unchanged:- 

● The sadmridangam weighs lesser than the traditional wooden mridangam but there will be no compromise on 

the output. 

● Sadmridangam hardly weighs 5 kg,‖ It can be dismantled into three parts. 

 

About Ramakrishnan:- 

● The winner of Layaratna title, Ramakrishnan holds the world record for the longest performance on a hand 

drum for his 301-hour non-stop mridangam playing. 

● Recently he  brought out a book in English titled ‗rhythm‘ that offers a method to study this classical 

instrument on your own. ―The book was an attempt to simplify the toughest lessons on the mridangam for the 

ordinary man. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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North India‟s obsession with the male child remains unchanged 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES - POPULATION AND RELATED ISSUES 

 

Hampering Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 

1. Notwithstanding the Union government‘s ambitious BBBP programme, Indians continue to desire a male 

child, new government data reveals. 

2. Haryana—notorious for female foeticide—followed by Rajasthan and Punjab continue to top the list of 

offenders seeking to illegally ascertain the gender of the unborn baby. 

3. This practice, health ministry officials point out, manifests in a low child-sex ratio. 

4. At present, India has a child sex ratio (0-6 years) of 919 females per 1,000 males. 

Ministry data reveals 

1. According to the latest data available with the ministry of health and family welfare, complaints for illegal 

communication of the gender in 2017-18 were 158 in Haryana, 112 in Rajasthan and 44 in Punjab. 

2. These have been registered under Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PC & PNDT) 

(Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994. 

3. According to the quarterly progress reports (QPRs) submitted by states and Union territories to the Union 

health ministry, till March 2017, authorities filed 2,371 complaints for various violations before criminal 

courts; in 2017-18 it was 2,735. 

Male Child Preference still rooted 

1. Union health ministry is also taking care of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao programme now on a pan-India level. 

2. Implementation of the PC-PNDT Act is a part of this programme. 

3. The registration of cases and convictions are also increasing gradually because of the government‘s 

stringent action and zero tolerance towards the issue. 

Way Forward 

1. Generally we blame it on the education of parents when they wish for a baby boy, but unfortunately 

education, status, caste or creed nothing matters. 

2. One has to be mature and enlightened to treat boys and girls equally. 

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) 

1. It is a campaign of the Government of India that aims to generate awareness and improve the efficiency 

of welfare services intended for girls. The scheme was launched with an initial funding of ₹100 crore. 

2. It mainly targets the clusters in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Bihar and Delhi. 

3. It aims to address the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) through a mass campaign across the 

country targeted at changing societal mindsets & creating awareness about the criticality of the issue. 

4. The Scheme will have focused intervention & multi-sectoral action in 100 districts with low Child Sex 

Ratio. 

5. This scheme is a joint initiative of Ministry of Women and Child Development, Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare and Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

6. These guidelines cover the key elements of the scheme including enforcement of Pre-Conception & Pre 

Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, awareness and advocacy campaign and multi-sectoral 

action in select 100 districts which are low on Child Sex Ration (CSR). 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
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Failure to educate girls could cost world $30 trillion a year: World Bank report 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Role of women & women’s organization 

Low enrolment of girls 

1. More than 130 million girls are out of school globally, the World Bank said 

2. About 132 million girls worldwide aged 6 to 17 do not attend school, while fewer than two-thirds of those 

in low-income nations finish primary school, and only a third finish lower secondary school 

3. Failing to let girls finish their education could cost the world as much as $30 trillion in lost earnings and 

productivity annually 

 

Positive impacts of completing secondary school education for girls 

1. Women who have completed secondary education are more likely to work and earn on average nearly twice 

as much as those with no schooling 

2. Women who have completed secondary education are at lesser risk of suffering violence at the hands of 

their partners and have children who are less likely to be malnourished and themselves are more likely to 

go to school 

3. There will be a reduction in child marriage 

4. Lower fertility rates in countries with high population growth 

5. Reduced child mortality and malnutrition 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

On crime against women, bad questions, poor answers [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -01 Social issues - Role of women & women’s organization 

Rising crimes against women 

1. Recently, the Thomson Reuters Foundation put out the results of its 2018 The World‘s Most Dangerous 

Countries for Women survey 

2. India, fourth most dangerous in 2011, was now the world‘s most dangerous, it said 

3. The questions of the survey centred on five key areas: 

● Healthcare, 

● economic resources and discrimination, 

● customary practices, 

● sexual violence and harassment, 

● non-sexual violence and human trafficking 

 

Impact of Nirbhaya incident 

1. In December 2012, a student was gang-raped in a Delhi bus and left to die, an act of such horrific brutality 

that it became a watershed moment for women‘s rights 

2. That December changed the conversation around the place of women in India 

3. Public displays of misogyny and sexism have not abated but public disapproval of it is now far stronger 

4. Discussions around women‘s autonomy — to work, to love, in dress — rage on in living rooms 

Data on crimes related to women 

1. India‘s use and misunderstanding of data on sexual crime has not evolved 

2. Official statistics do not capture the full extent of sexual crime in India 

3. There is the part that official data is not capturing, and the part that it is erroneously capturing 

4. Non-capture of data is due to the fact that in a deeply patriarchal and often violent country, women might fear 

speaking out about sexual crime, and also fear to report it to the police 
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False cases 

1. Majority of rape cases were that of involving consensual sex between sometimes inter-religious or inter-caste 

couples 

2. The matches were set by the couples themselves often to their families‘ disapproval 

3. In case after case, adult couples had been detained by a cooperative, often paternalistic police force, after the 

woman‘s father or uncle filed rape charges against her lover or chosen husband 

4. This and the enduring issue of some men being charged with rape after a ―breach of promise to marry‖, yet 

another example of the price on a woman‘s ―chastity‖ — have had the opposite effect of under-reporting 

 

Way Forward 

1. False cases have inflated the number of rape cases to an unspecifiable extent 

2. If there is some ―over-reporting‖ of rape in India, it stems from the deep discomfort the country continues to 

have over women‘s sexual autonomy 

3. The question to ask is not whether India‘s women are safe. It is whether India‘s women are free  

Source:- The Hindu 

 Newest phase in Earth‟s history named after Meghalaya rock 

GS PAPER -01 GEOGRAPHY - Salient features of world’s physical geography 

Meghalayan Age 

1. Scientists have created a new phase in Earth‘s geological history and named it Meghalayan, after a stalagmite 

from a cave in the Indian state of Meghalaya 

2. The stalagmite helped define climatic events 4,200 years ago, marking the beginning of the phase that 

continues till today 

 

The beginning of a new age 

1. The Meghalayan Age began with a mega global drought that devastated ancient agricultural civilisations from 

Egypt to China 

2. It is part of a longer period known as the Holocene Epoch, which reflects everything that has happened over 

the past 11,700 years 

 

Uniqueness of this age 

1. The Meghalayan is unique because it is the first interval in Earth‘s geological history that coincided with a 

major cultural event, as agricultural societies struggled to recover from the shift in climate 

2. The droughts over a 200-year period resulted in human migrations in Egypt, Greece, Syria, Palestine, 

Mesopotamia, the Indus valley and the Yangtze river valley 

3. The change in global climate was likely triggered by shifts in ocean and atmospheric circulation 

 

IUGS findings 

1. This discovery was done by the International Commission on Stratigraphy of the International Union of 

Geological Sciences (IUGS) 

2. The commission then forwarded these proposals to its parent body, the IUGS, for consideration, and the 

executive committee of IUGS voted unanimously to ratify them 

3. Two other ages — the Middle Holocene Northgrippian Age and the Early Holocene Greenlandian Age — 

with beginnings defined at climatic events that happened about 8,300 years and 11,700 years ago, 

respectively, were also approved by the International Commission on Stratigraphy, which is responsible 

for standardising the geologic time scale 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 9 
 

Distinct periods of Earth‟s geology 

1. Geologists divide the 4.6-billion-year existence of Earth into distinct periods 

2. Each period corresponds to significant events such as the break-up of continents, shifts in climate, and the 

emergence of particular types of animals and plant life 

3. These units of the geologic time scale are based on sedimentary strata that have accumulated over time and 

contain within them sediment types, fossils and chemical isotopes that record the passage of time as well as 

the physical and biological events that produced them 

 

International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) 

1. The IUGS is an international non-governmental organization devoted to international cooperation 

in the field of geology 

2. It is a Scientific Union member of the International Council for Science (ICSU), which it 

recognizes as the coordinating body for the international organization of science 

3. Currently, geologists from 121 countries (and regions) are represented in IUGS through a 121 

Adhering Organization 

4. IUGS promotes and encourages the study of geological problems, especially those of worldwide 

significance, and supports and facilitates international and interdisciplinary cooperation in the 

earth sciences 

5. The Union‘s Secretariat is currently located at the Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences in 

Beijing, China 

6. The Union is the main scientific sponsor of the International Geological Congress (IGC), which 

takes place every four years 

7. IUGS is a joint partner with UNESCO for the International Geoscience Programme (IGCP) and 

they also participate in the Global Network of National Geoparks (GGN) 

8. The Geological Society of London oversees the production and distribution of IUGS Publications 

9. As of 2016 IUGS runs Seven international commissions covering the following topics: 

● Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information (CGI) 

● Geoscience Education, Training and Technology Transfer (COGE) 

● Geoscience for Environmental Management(GEM) 

● International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) 

● International Commission on the History of Geological Sciences (INHIGEO) 

● Commission on Tectonics and Structural Geology (TECTASK) 

● Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines 

Source:- The Hindu 

Getting the language count right [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES - DIVERSITY OF INDIA 

Census data on languages 

1. Early this month, the Census of India made public the language data based on the 2011 Census, which took 

into account 120 crore speakers of a very large number of languages 

2. Recent Census data appear to inadequately reflect India‘s linguistic composition 
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Previous census & their data collection 

1. The 1931 Census was a landmark as it held up a mirror to the country about the composition of caste and 

community 

2. It was during the 1961 census that languages in the country were enumerated in full 

3. India learnt that a total of 1,652 mother tongues were being spoken 

4. Using ill-founded logic, this figure was pegged at only 109, in the 1971 Census 

5. The logic was that a language deserving respectability should not have less than 10,000 speakers 

Language enumeration 

1. The language enumeration takes place in the first year of every decade 

2. The findings are made public about seven years later as the processing of language data is far more time 

consuming than handling economic or scientific data 

3. The Language division of the Census office released stats related to languages 

4. A total of 1,369 names — technically called ―labels‖ — were picked as ―being names of languages‖ 

5. The 1,369 have been grouped further under a total of 121 ―group labels‖, which have been presented as 

―Languages‖ 

6. Of these, 22 are languages included in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, called ―Scheduled Languages‖ 

 

Flawed methodology 

1. Under the heading ―Hindi‖, there are nearly 50 other languages 

2. Bhojpuri, Powari/Pawri of tribals in Maharashtra and even the Kumauni of Uttarakhand has been yoked to 

Hindi 

3. The use of English is not seen through the perspective of a second language 

4. Counting for this is restricted to the ―mother tongue‖ category — in effect bringing down the figure 

substantially 

5. Given the widespread use of English in education, law, administration, media and healthcare, a significant 

number of Indians use English as a utility language 

6. To some extent, it is the language of integration in our multilingual country 

 

Role of UNESCO in protecting languages 

1. From time to time, UNESCO tries to highlight the key role that language plays in widening access to 

education, protecting livelihoods and preserving culture and knowledge traditions 

2. In 1999/2000, it proclaimed and observed February 21 as International Mother Language Day, while in 2001 

the ‗Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity‘ accepted the principle of ―Safeguarding the linguistic 

heritage of humanity and giving support to expression, creation and dissemination in the greatest possible 

number of languages.‖ 

3. In pursuit of these, UNESCO has launched a linguistic diversity network and supported research 

4. It has also brought out an Atlas of the World‘s Languages in Danger, which highlights the central place of 

language in the world‘s heritage 

Way Forward 

1. The Census in India should adequately reflect the linguistic composition of the country 

2. It is not good practice when data helps neither educators nor policymakers or the speakers of languages 

themselves 

3. The Census, a massive exercise that consumes so much time and energy, needs to see how it can help in a 

greater inclusion of the marginal communities, how our intangible heritage can be preserved, and how India‘s 

linguistic diversity can become an integral part of our national pride 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
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Fault lines in a „landmark‟ judgment [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 
GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Social empowerment 

SC/ST Act verdict 

1. The verdict on the SC/ST Atrocities Act marks the collapse of the constitutional scheme to protect the weaker 

sections 

2. The verdict had framed guidelines on how to deal with a person accused under the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 

 

Protecting the falsely accused 

1. No sensible person can question the need to protect those who are innocent from arbitrary arrest 

2. The demand for ―an inbuilt provision‖ to protect those falsely accused under the Act was first raised by a 

parliamentary committee in December 2014 and the apex court did so in March 2018 

3. The judgment is concerned with a limited aspect of the Act — protecting innocent officers and employees in 

government and private sectors from the misuse of the Act 

 

Why the judgment? 

1. One must consider why a fence was put up in the first place before pulling it down 

2. The court appears to have mistaken a large number of acquittals in atrocities cases to be false cases 

3. Similarly, there is no precise data on the scale and extent to which the Act has been misused by SC/ST employees 

4. The bench obviously saw a broader pattern of misuse of the Act 

 

Reasons for acquittal 

1. Police apathy 

2. The social and the economic might of the accused 

3. The dependence of SC/STs on those accused 

 

Encroaching domain of the legislature 

1. The court‘s single-minded mission to end ―terror in society‖ rendered it oblivious to the constitutional procedure to 

be followed in making policies that affect the SC/STs 

2. Article 338 clause 9 stipulates: The Union and every State Government shall consult the Commission [National 

Commission for Scheduled Castes] on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled Castes 

3. Article 338A, which created the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, provides the same procedure (as per 

Clause 9) in the case of STs 

4. When the court wears the policy-making hat in matters related to SC/STs, it too is constitutionally-bound to consult 

these commissions 

 

Way Forward 

1. The judgment has ended up conveying a false and dangerous message that the Atrocities Act is ―a charter for 

exploitation or oppression,‖ and ―an instrument of blackmail or to wreak personal vengeance‖ 

2. The task of balancing the rights of innocent persons facing false accusations and the need to accord legitimacy to the 

Atrocities Act requires compassion, equanimity, reverence for the Constitution and awareness 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Blood Moon:- 

GS PAPER -01 GEOGRAPHY   

● Total lunar eclipses are sometimes called blood moons because of the reddish orange glow the moon takes on. 

● The word ―eclipse‖ means to obscure. 
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● When the moon passes between the Earth and the sun, it‘s called a solar eclipse. 

● When the Earth passes between the sun and the moon, it is a lunar eclipse. 

● The Moon does not have any light of its own—it shines because its surface reflects sunlight. During a total lunar 

eclipse, the Earth moves between the Sun and the Moon and cuts off the Moon‘s light supply. When this happens, 

the surface of the Moon takes on a reddish glow instead of going completely dark. 

● The reason why the Moon takes on a reddish color during totality is a phenomenon called Rayleigh scattering. It is 

the same mechanism responsible for causing colorful sunrises and sunsets, and for the sky to look blue. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 Malnourished children underreported in Odisha 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES -  population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, 

urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

The Odisha State Food Commission has expressed concern over the underreporting of severe acute 

malnourished (SAM) children in the State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concern 

● Undernutrition continues to be a serious child health issue in Odisha and almost one third of the under five years 

children population due to faulty methods of screening of SAM children at the community level had led to poor 

detection. 

● Many anganwadi centres still do not have MUAC tapes or it is in a mutilated or spoiled condition. 

● It has also been observed during field visits that many anganwadi workers are not able to take MUAC 

measurements correctly and make errors. 
Source:- The Hindu 

WCD to move proposal to amend POCSO Act 

GS PAPER -01 SOCIAL ISSUES  

● The Law Ministry has cleared the proposal to amend the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, 2012, for enhancing punishment in cases of sexual assault against young boys 

● The Women and Child Development (WCD) Ministry is set to move a proposal before the Cabinet this 

week for enhanced punishment in cases of sexual assault of male children 

 

Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 

● It is defined by a very low weight for height 

● It is the most extreme and visible form of undernutrition. Its face is a child – frail and skeletal – who 

requires urgent treatment to survive. 

● They may also have nutritional oedema – characterized by swollen feet, face and limbs. About two 

thirds of these children live in Asia and almost one third live in Africa. 

● Severe acute malnutrition is a major cause of death in children under 5, and its prevention and treatment 

are critical to child survival and development 

 

How is SAM measured? 

● Anganwadi workers use MUAC (Mid Upper Arm Circumference) tape to determine SAM and list out 

all children whose MUAC measurement is below 11.5 cm. 

● Many districts did not identify and report on MAM (Moderately Acute Malnourished) children. 

○ This includes all those children whose MUAC measurement lies in between 11.5 cm and 12.5 cm 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS:- 

● Amendments to the POCSO Act for enhanced punishment for sexual assaults of young boys have been 

approved by the Law Ministry. 

● Ministry was working on the proposal to amend the Act to award death penalty to those convicted of 

raping children below 12 years.  

● The move is being seen as an effort to bring in a gender-neutral law while dealing with cases of sexual 

assaults 

● Earlier, WCD Minister Maneka Gandhi had supported a petition on Change.org by filmmaker-activist 

Insia Dariwala, who said, ―male child sexual abuse is an ignored reality in India‖. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

India needs smart urbanization [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Urbanization, their problems and remedies 

Context 

1. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has recently formed a committee to draft India‘s National Urban 

Policy. 

2. The move is in accordance with the requirements of the New Urban Agenda of UN-Habitat, signed by 193 

countries in Quito in October 2016. 

 

Rural-Urban mismatch 

1. Case Study: Residents of Bhavanpur, a village about 15 km outside Ahmedabad, have been protesting against 

their inclusion in the city‘s urban area by the local urban development authority. 

2. Similar protests have been observed in villages elsewhere in Gujarat. It‘s a strange trend, the fruits of urban 

development seemingly rejected. 

3. Meanwhile, pollution in India‘s urban areas seems to have sparked off a reverse migration. 

4. Farmers from Haryana who had migrated to Delhi and Gurugram for work to escape an agricultural crisis are 

increasingly going back to their farms during winter, unable to take the toxic pollution. 

 

A rising number on Migration 

1. Over 34% of India‘s current population lives in urban areas, rising by 3% since 2011. 

2. More importantly, while existing large urban agglomerations (those with a population above 50 lakh) have 

remained mostly constant in number since 2005. 

3. Smaller clusters have risen significantly (from 34 to 50 clusters with 10-50 lakh population). 

4. Migration is mostly a shadowed on that is taking place before actual urbanisation taking place in the context 

of basic amenities. 

 

Stumbled initiatives on rise 

1. There is still an outstanding shortage of over 10 million affordable houses (despite the government taking 

encouraging steps to incentivize their construction. 

2. The annually recurring instances of floods in Mumbai, dengue in Delhi and lakes on fire in Bengaluru paint a 

grim picture. 

3. Various policy initiatives have not yielded much significant results. 

 

Defining what is „Urban‟ 

1. Urban development comes under State governments, with the Governor notifying an area as urban based on 

parameters such as population, density, revenue generated for the local administration and percentage 

employed in non-agricultural activities. 
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2. This notification leads to the creation of an urban local government or municipality, classifying the area as a 

―statutory town‖. 

3. With such a vague definition, discretionary decisions yield a wide variance in what is considered a town. 

4. The Central government considers a settlement as urban if it has a urban local government, a minimum 

population of 5,000; over 75% of its (male) population working in non-agricultural activities; and a population 

density of at least 400 per sq. km. 

5. However, many States consider such ―census towns‖ as rural, and establish governance through a rural local 

government or panchayat. 

 

Infrastructural bottlenecks 

1. India spends about $17 per capita annually on urban infrastructure projects, against a global benchmark of 

$100 and China‘s $116. 

2. Governments have come and gone, announcing a variety of schemes, but implementation has been mostly 

inadequate, with exploration of financing options limited as well. 

 

Migration as a negative phenomenon 

1. Internal migration in India is very closely linked to urban transitions, with such migration helping reduce 

poverty or prevent households from slipping into it. 

2. Urban migration is not viewed positively in India, with policies often bluntly seeking to reduce rural to urban 

migration. 

3. Preventing such migration can be counterproductive it would be better to have policies and programmes in 

place to facilitate the integration of migrants into the local urban fabric, and building city plans with a regular 

migration forecast assumed. 

4. Lowering the cost of migration, along with eliminating discrimination against migrants, while protecting their 

rights will help raise development across the board. 

 

Way Forward 

1. The announcement of a new urbanisation policy that seeks to rebuild Indian cities around clusters of human 

capital, instead of considering them simply as an agglomeration of land use, is a welcome transition. 

2. We need to empower our cities, with a focus on land policy reforms, granting urban local bodies the freedom 

to raise financing and enforce local land usage norms. 

3. For an India to shine, the transformation of its cities is necessary.  

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

India‟s Magna Carta [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 01 - Various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country. 

Context 

This month marks the 100th year of the publication of the ‗Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms‘, commonly 

known as the Montagu-Chelmsford Report (MCR). 

 

Montague-Chelmsford Reforms  

1. Edwin Montagu, then Secretary of State for India, had advocated for increased participation of Indians in the 

British Indian administration and had begun consultations nearly a year earlier. 

2. After many meetings with Indian representatives, Montagu and the then Governor-General, Lord Chelmsford, 

published the MCR on July 8, 1918. 

3. It drew up a report, with the help of Bhupendra Nath Bose, Lord Donoghmore, William Duke and Charles 

Roberts. 
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Created background for Government of India Act 1919 

1. The important features of this act were as follows: 

● The Central Legislative Council was now to consist of two houses- The Imperial Legislative and The 

Council of States. 

● The provinces were to follow the Dual Government System or 

1. Accordingly, the Rights of the Central and Provincial Governments were divided in clear-cut terms. 

2. The central list included rights over defence, foreign affairs, telegraphs, railways, postal, foreign trade etc. 

3. The provincial list dealt with the affairs like health, sanitation, education, public work, irrigation, jail, police, 

justice etc. 

4. The powers which were not included in the state list vested in the hands of the Centre. 

5. In case of any conflict between the ‗reserved‘ and ‗unreserved‘ powers of the State (the former included 

finance, police, revenue, publication of books, etc. and the latter included health, sanitation, local-self 

government etc.), the Governor had its final say. 

6. In 1921, the ―Diarchy‖ was installed in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, United Provinces, M.P., Punjab, Bihar, 

Orissa and Assam and in 1932; it was extended to the North-West Frontier Province. 

 

Outcomes 

1. The MCR stands out for proposing some of the most radical administrative changes for giving provincial 

legislatures the mantle of self-governance. 

2. The report recommended that the Provinces are the domain in which the earlier steps towards the progressive 

realisation of responsible government should be taken. 

3. Another one of the most far-reaching objectives of the report was to elucidate the principle of accountable 

governance by directing that the ―Government of India must remain wholly responsible to Parliament. 

 

Reception in India 

1. Many Indians had fought with the British in First World War and they expected much greater concessions. 

Congress and the league had recently come together demanding for self-rule. 

2. The 1919 reforms did not satisfy political demands in India. The British repressed opposition, and restrictions 

on the press and on movement were re-enacted through the Rowlatt Acts introduced in 1919. 

3. The act allowed certain political cases to be tried without juries and permitted internment of suspects without 

trial. 

4. These measures were rammed through the Legislative Council with the unanimous opposition of the Indian 

members. Several members of the council including Jinnah resigned in protest. 

5. These measures were widely seen throughout India of the betrayal of strong support given by the population 

for the British war effort. 

 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

1. Gandhi launched a nationwide protest against the Rowlatt Acts with the strongest level of protest in the 

Punjab. 

2. The situation worsened in Amritsar in April 1919, when General Dyer ordered his troops to open fire on 

demonstrators hemmed into a tight square, resulting in the deaths of 379 civilians. 

3. Montagu ordered an inquiry into the events at Amritsar by Lord Hunter. 

4. The Hunter Inquiry recommended that General Dyer, who commanded the troops, be dismissed, leading to 

Dyer‘s sacking. 

5. The Amritsar massacre further inflamed Indian nationalist sentiment ending the initial response of reluctant 

co-operation. 

6. At the Indian National Congress annual session in September 1920, delegates supported Gandhi‘s proposal of 

swaraj or self-rule – preferably within the British Empire or out of it if necessary. 
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7. The proposal was to be implemented through a policy of non-cooperation with British rule meaning that 

Congress did not field candidates in the first elections held under the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms in 1921. 

Paving way for the 1935 Act 

1. The Montagu-Chelmsford report stated that there should be a review after 10 years. 

2. Sir John Simon headed the committee (Simon Commission) responsible for the review which recommended 

further constitutional change. 

3. Three round table conferences were held in London in 1930, 1931 and 1932 with representation of the major 

interests. Mahatma Gandhi attended the 1931 round table after negotiations with the British Government. 

4. The major disagreement between the Indian National Congress and the British was separate electorates for 

each community which Congress opposed but which were retained in Ramsay MacDonald‘s Communal 

Award. 

5. A new Government of India Act 1935 was passed continuing the move towards self-government first made in 

the Montagu-Chelmsford Report 

 

Magna Carta of Modern India 

1. The MCR went on to become the basis for the Government of India Act, 1919 and 1935, and, ultimately, the 

Constitution. 

2. The key principles of responsible government, self-governance and federal structure grew out of these 

reforms. 

3. The MCR on Indian constitutional reforms along with the Montagu Declaration are, thus, worthy claimants of 

the title of the Magna Carta of Modern India. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

The Sabarimala singularity [ EDITORAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Role of women & women’s organization 

Sabarimala case hearing by SC 

1. The Supreme Court is currently hearing oral arguments in Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of 

Kerala 

2. In this case, rules that bar the entry of women aged between 10 and 50 years into the Sabarimala temple in 

Kerala have been called into question 

 

Contradictions in the case 

1. To prohibit women from entering a public space, from worshipping in a shrine of their choice, one would 

think, ought to be anathema to the tenets of a constitutional democracy 

2. But the religious freedom clauses in the Constitution are possessed of a special complexity, which the court‘s 

own past jurisprudence has turned into a quagmire of contradictions 

 

Freedom of religion 

1. Generally, the right to freedom of religion of both individuals and groups is recognised as an intrinsic facet of 

a liberal democracy 

2. The Constitution memorialises these guarantees in Articles 25 and 26 

3. The former recognises a right to freedom of conscience and a right to freely profess, practise, and propagate 

religion, subject to common community exceptions of public order, morality, and health, and also, crucially, 

to the guarantee of other fundamental rights 

4. Article 25(2)(b) creates a further exception to the right. It accords to the state a power to make legislation, in 

the interests of social welfare and reform, throwing open Hindu religious institutions of a public character to 

all classes and sections of Hindus 
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5. Article 26, on the other hand, which is also subject to limitations imposed on grounds of public order, 

morality, and health, accords to every religious denomination the right, among other things, to establish and 

maintain institutions for religious purposes and to manage their own affairs in matters of religion 

 

Different clauses under consideration 

1. Until now, most cases involving a bar of entry into temples have involved a testing of laws made in 

furtherance of Article 25(2)(b) 

2. The court upheld the law on the ground that statutes made under clause 2(b) to Article 25 served as broad 

exceptions to the freedom of religion guaranteed by both Articles 25 and 26 

3. In Indian Young Lawyers Association case, the attack is to the converse 

4. It is to Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965, which 

states, ―Women who are not by custom and usage allowed to enter a place of public worship shall not be 

entitled to enter or offer worship in any place of public worship‖ 

5. It is by placing reliance on these rules that the Sabarimala temple prohibits women aged between 10 and 50 

years from entering the shrine 

 

Clash of conflicting claims 

      1. At play, therefore, in the case is a clash between a series of apparently conflicting claims: 

● involving the temple‘s right to decide for itself how its religious affairs ought to be managed, 

● the rights of a community of devotees who believe that a bar on women‘s entry is an essential religious 

practice, and 

● the rights of those women seeking to assert not only their freedom to unreservedly enter and pray at the 

shrine but also their rights to be recognised as equals under the Constitution 

 

Essential religious practice doctrine 

1. Traditionally, to resolve tensions of this kind, the Supreme Court has relied on a very particular jurisprudence 

that it has carved for itself to determine what manners of rituals and beliefs deserve special constitutional 

protection 

2. This doctrine requires the court to define what constitutes, in its own words, an ―essential religious practice‖ 

3. The petitioners have argued that the ban enforced on menstruating women from entering the Sabarimala 

shrine does not constitute a core foundation of the assumed religious denomination 

4. On the other hand, the Devaswom Board contends that established customs deserve respect, that this particular 

Lord Ayyappa in Sabarimala is a celibate, and that women of menstruating age are, therefore, forbidden from 

entering the temple 

 

What needs to be done? 

1. Once the court finds that the Sabarimala temple does not represent a separate denomination, the court must 

ask itself whether it should yield to the temple‘s view on an assumption that there does exist a time-honoured 

custom prohibiting any women aged between 10 and 50 years from praying at the shrine 

2. On such a study, the court will undoubtedly notice that most policies of exclusion in India‘s history have been 

defended as being extensions of a prescription of faith, of being rooted in culture and tradition 

3. The court should see this as an opportunity not to rationalise religious practices, but to overturn its existing 

passé ideas on the subject 

4. If the court can look beyond the essential practices doctrine and see this case for what it really is — a denial to 

women not only of their individual rights to freedom of religion but also of equal access to public space — it 

can help set the tone for a radical re-reading of the Constitution. 

 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 18 
 

Way Forward 

1. A law favouring the autonomy of the group over the autonomy of the individual tends to have the harmful 

effect of favouring the view of the association proffered by the powerful over the views proffered by less 

powerful members of the group that is, traditionally subordinate members such as women, children, and 

sexual minorities 

2. The Constitution must be seen as representing not a hoary conception of boundaries between the state and the 

individual, but as a transcendental tool for social revolution 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

 SC: can‟t ignore ban on women in Sabarimala 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Role of women and women’s organization 

Context 

The Supreme Court on Thursday said irrespective of the submissions that Lord Ayyappa of the Sabarimala temple has 

―celibate character‖, it could not remain ―oblivious‖ of the fact that the entry of women in the age group of 10-50 was 

barred on the ―physiological ground‖ of menstruation. 

The judgements 

● A five-judge Constitution bench, headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, however, termed as ―impressive‖ the 

persuasive and vehement submissions of advocate Sai Deepak, appearing for People for Dharma and NGO 

Chetna that Lord Ayyappa being a ―juristic person‖ has the right to preserve his ―brahmacharya‖ (celibate) 

character under the Constitution. 

● But the court can‘t be oblivious of the fact of the case that a class of women is disallowed due to 

physiological reasons (menstruation). 

Essentiality test 

The Bench, which was hearing pleas of the Indian Young Lawyers Association and others challenging the ban, asked 

whether the practice at Sabarimala of barring women of the age group of 10-50 years from entering the temple was an 

―essential and integral‖ practice of a religious denomination. 

The core of issue 

● Whether Constitution overrides all other aspects. If yes, then nobody can exclude a class of women from 

visiting a temple.‖ 

● Essentiality aspect has taken charge of Article 25 (freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and 

propagation of religion) under the Constitution, but it should not be so. Because of the fact that something is 

essential to the religion it becomes inviolable. 

● Due to this essentiality doctrine, judges, including the Supreme Court judges, are now assuming a 

‗theological mantle,‘ which we are not expected to do. 
Source:- The Hindu 

Country life [ EDITORIAL/ OPINION]  

GS PAPER 01 - SOCIAL ISSUES - Social empowerment 

Sale of Mahua 

1. As part of a remarkable push to market forest produce from the tribal belt of central India, the Tribal Affairs 

Ministry plans to bottle mahua from Chhattisgarh and mainstream its sale all over the country 

2. Other produce like amla and tamarind will also be incorporated into jams and candies, but these may not be 

immediately successful since they would have to do battle with established brands 

 

Unique decision 

1. The decision to market mahua reverses the tide of history 

2. Country liquor was marginalised in colonial times in favour of a class of dodgy produce with a patently dodgy 

name — Indian Made Foreign Liquor 
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Support for tradition 

1. Mahua has persisted in subcultures across the country, rejoicing in the names of the fruits, like santra, from 

which these beverages are made 

2. Besides, recipes from times past linger in the collective memory of some old families and communities 

3. The central ministry has done the right thing by the people of Bastar, from where most of the mahua to be 

bottled will be sourced 

4. Indian companies have recently focused on premium products suitable for the international market 

5. Country liquors, professionally bottled, would add to the bouquet 

Way Forward 

a. Bottled mahua is a unique product and its success is guaranteed 

b. Apart from offering Indians a healthier alternative to cheap IMFL, they could create a brand new segment in 

the export market. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Karnataka decides to challenge Cauvery water authority in SC 

GS PAPER -02 :- INTERSTATE WATER DISPUTE 

Why in news? 

Karnataka government decided to file an appeal in the Supreme Court against the setting up of the Cauvery Water 

Management Authority (CWMA) and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC). 
 

 POINT OF CONTENTION :- Karnataka has been affected by the Supreme Court's judgement on the 

Cauvery water management scheme. According to the Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956, such matters 

should be tabled and deliberated on in the Parliament 
 

INTERSTATE WATER DISPUTE - CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

● Entry 17 of State List deals with water i.e. water supply, irrigation, canal, drainage,embankments, water 

storage and water power . 

● Entry 56 of Union List gives power to the Union Government for the regulation and development of 

interstate rivers and river valley to the extent declared by parliament to be expedidate in the public interest 

● Article 262: Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to 

the use, distribution or control of the waters of, or in, any inter- State river or river valley. 

Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may, by law provide that neither the Supreme Court nor 

any other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint.. 

 

PARLIAMENT ENACTED LAWS UNDER Article 262:- 

1. RIVER BOARD ACT 1952:- 

The purpose of this Act was to enable the Union Government to create Boards for Interstate Rivers and river 

valleys in consultation with State Governments.The objective of Boards is to advise on the interstate basin to 

prepare development scheme and to prevent the emergence of conflicts. 

     2.  Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956 :- 

Salient Provisions of the Act: If a particular state or states approach to Union Government for the constitution of 

the tribunal:  

Option-1: Central Government should try to resolve the matter by consultation among the aggrieved states. 

 Option-2: In case, if consultation does not work, then it may constitute the tribunal Supreme Court shall not 

question the Award or formula given by tribunal but it can question the working of the tribunal. 
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Why supreme court directed center to create CWMA and CWRC ? 

● Deficiencies in the functioning of the Act Setting up of tribunals: Even though the Act provided for 

establishing tribunals in every state for resolution of water disputes, states have shown a general reluctance to 

constitute such Tribunals.This is due to a lack of mechanism for enforcing this he provision to compel states 

to comply with this provision in the Act. 

● Constitution of tribunals: Even after tribunals are set up, there are no deadlines fixed to decide a dispute. 

● Procedural/ bureaucratic issues: The procedure for hearing and declaring awards consumes a lot of time. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

DISHA dashboard - Monitoring govt. schemes in real time 

GS PAPER -02 :- GOVERNANCE - TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY - E- GOVERNANCE. 

 Ministry of Rural Development launched the DISHA dashboard, a nifty tool that will make it easier to 

monitor governance by geography in real time. 

 The application, which is now available to all members of Parliament and State Assemblies as well district 

officials, allows the user to track the progress of multiple and diverse schemes in a certain district, block, or 

even a gram panchayat. It makes it easy to identify which districts are lagging with respect to each scheme 

and take corrective action on them due to the dashboard, 

 The minister also launched a ‗Meeting Management Software‘ to serve the objective of paperless meeting. 

This software will help in preparing meeting notices, agenda setting, communicating with members, 

circulating agenda, meeting minutes and also generate triggers on items which require follow-up action. An e-

book on DISHA was also released. 

 

Public Finance Management System 

Public Finance Management System (PFMS) for all the Central Sector Schemes of the Government of India 

would help in tracking and monitoring the flow of funds to the implementing agencies. Shri Jaitley further said that 

due to the monitoring of funds through PFMS, one can know the actual status of utilization of funds by the multiple 

implementing agencies of the Central and the State Governments. He said that the ultimate purpose of implementing 

any Scheme is to ensure that the benefits much reach to the last mile. The Finance Minister specifically mentioned 

about the implementation of various Schemes through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanism in this regard. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 Mother‟s milk bank benefits 20,000 infants 

GS PAPER 02 - DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF SOCILA SECTOR/ SERVICES RELATED TO 

HEALTH 

● Mother‘s milk bank established in 18 district government hospitals of Rajasthan, has benefited about 20,000 

infants and helped improve their nutrition levels. The bank collects excess breast milk from lactating mothers 

and provides it to infants deprived of it. 

● Rajasthan is the first State in the country to establish a government-run community milk banking system. 

● Infants with mothers who are unable to feed them due to clinical reasons, or those who are orphaned or 

abandoned, can receive mother‘s milk from the bank. 

● The Medical and Health Department has banned the use of dairy and formula milk in hospitals where the milk 

banking units have been established. 
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A human milk bank or breast milk bank is a service which collects, screens, processes, and dispenses by 

prescription human milk donated by nursing mothers who are not biologically related to the recipient infant.  

 

HEALTH BENEFITS OF HUMAN MILK BANK 

Human milk banks offer families a chance to provide their child with reliable and healthy milk from other mothers. 

Human milk banks are needed as they offer milk which mostly is consumed by children whose mothers are not able to 

provide them with reliable milk. 

 

Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh 

 

‗Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh‘, a National Human Milk Bank and Lactation Counselling Centre at the Lady Hardinge 

Medical College (LHMC). It is envisaged that with this donor human milk bank, all newborns in and around Delhi will 

have access to life saving human milk regardless of the circumstances of their birth. ―Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh‖ is 

established in collaboration with the Norwegian government, Oslo University and Norway India Partnership Initiative 

(NIPI).  

Source:- The Hindu 

 

India backs FATF‟s grey-listing of Pak. 

GS PAPER - 02 :- INTERNATIONATIONAL  RELATIONS  

● The watchdog, the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force, greylisted Pakistan for its support to terror.It had 

been on the grey list between 2012 and 2015 but was taken off the list. But subsequent terror attacks on Indian 

targets by groups such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), headed by Hafiz Saeed, and Jaish-e-Mohammed, led by 

Masood Azhar, revived the international demand to place the country back on the list. 

● Pakistan avoided the far graver 'black list' by agreeing to comply with a 26-point action plan formulated by the 

International Cooperation Review Group (ICRG) of the Asia Pacific Group. 

● The placement of Pakistan on the grey list of the FATF could hurt Pakistan's economy as well as its 

international standing.  

What is FATF‟S? 

The FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 to combat money 

laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

Its secretary is housed at the OECD headquarters Paris  

●  To avoid FATF's black list, Pakistan has to, by January, publish updated lists of persons and entities 

proscribed under the Anti-Terrorism Act and the UN-designated entities. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Income Tax Department launches „Instant‟ PAN Card Service 
GS PAPER -02 E-Governance, transparency, 

The Income Tax Department on July 1, 2018 launched the ‗Instant‘ Aadhaar-based PAN allotment service for 

individuals seeking to obtain the unique identity for the first time. The facility is free of cost. 

Under the facility, instant allotment of e-PAN will be available for a limited period on a first-come, first-served basis 

for valid Aadhaar holders.This e-PAN facility is only for resident individuals and not for Hindu Undivided Family, 

firms, trusts and companies. 
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What led the IT Department to launch the facility? 

The facility was introduced after the IT Department witnessed the surge in number of applications 

filed by people for the Permanent Account Number (PAN). 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Join Naga areas: NSCN(IM) 

GS PAPER – O2 TRIBAL WELFARE MEASURES 

 The Isak-Muivah faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) has ruled out any 

progress in the Naga peace process without the issue of integration of Naga-inhabited areas being factored in. 

 The outfit also criticised Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio for allegedly saying — after a meeting with 

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi last month — that integration of all Naga-inhabited areas 

around Nagaland is impossible. 

 Mr. Rio had, however, clarified that he had touched upon what was conveyed to the Nagaland government 

delegation at the meeting. 

 The delegation was told that since integration would involve the neighbouring States where Nagas are settled, 

it would not be possible unless it is mutually agreed to by Nagaland‘s neighbours, 

 The issue of integration of all the Naga territories is an integral part of the ongoing dialogue. 

 Naga territories have been kept apart arbitrarily and indiscriminately by the British in the first place and then 

further divided between Burma, now Myanmar, and India under [former Prime Minister Jawaharlal] Nehru 

without the consent of the Naga people, which is totally unacceptable  

 The outfit said the Framework Agreement with New Delhi on August 3, 2015 was signed in recognition of 

Nagas‘ history and situation as unique. 

 

Legitimate right  

 Both parties agreed that integration of all the contiguous Naga areas was the legitimate right of the Naga 

people, 

 Now, after 21 years of negotiations, India and Naga people are prepared to finalise the political dialogue to its 

logical conclusion and resolve the oldest political problem in the entire Southeast Asia. 

 It is said that  at this crucial juncture, any attempt to undermine or disturb the peace process... shall no longer 

be tolerated. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cauvery authority directs Karnataka to release water 

Gs paper :- 02 Interstate water dispute 

● The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), at its first meeting directed Karnataka to release water to 

Tamil Nadu and other States. 

○ CWMA had directed Karnataka to release 34 tmcft (thousand million cubic feet) of water from the Biligundulu 

site. This would be over and above the water released in June. 

● Soon CWMA will appoint its full time memebers,is scheduled to meet every 10 days in monsson months. 

○ By keeping with the Supreme Court‘s recent verdict and water storage in various reservoirs— Hemavathy, 

Harangi, Krishnarajasagar, Kabini,Mettur, Bhavanisagar,Amaravathy and Banasurasag— it will recommend 

how much water ought to be released. 

● The CWMA includes:-,Secretaries of Kerala, TamilNadu, Puducherry and Karnataka looking after the 

Departments of Water Resources, besides representatives of the Central Water Commission and the Union 

Ministries of Agriculture and Water Resources. 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/176-81/nagaland/?utm=bodytag
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● CWMA MEMBERS:- 8 MEMEBERS + CHAIRMAN 

○ Chairman, a senior and eminent engineer or a Secretary/ Additional Secretarylevel executive with experience in 

handling interState Water disputes.  

○ two wholetime Members 

○ six parttime Members, including one each nominated from the riparian States. There will be a Secretary from the 

Central Water Engineering Services cadre, but without voting rights. 

● Earlier, The Karnataka government decided to file an appeal in the Supreme Court against the setting up of the 

CWMA and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) on the grounds that their formation should have 

been discussed in Parliament. 

○ But it  did not discuss Karnataka‘s decision to challenge the constitution of the CWMA in the Supreme Court. 

○ InterimChairman of CWMA said ―There is no need and no point in discussing Karnataka‘s challenge…The 

Authority has nothing to do with it,‖  

Source:- The Hindu 

 

ECI to hold a National Consultation on Accessible Elections 

GP PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, 

limitations, and potential 

Elections to be accessible for PwDs 

1. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has organized ―National Consultation on Accessible Elections,‖ 

2. The event is a part of the ECI‘s pursuit of its mission ‗leave no voter behind‘ with special focus on 

―Persons with Disabilities‖ (PwD). 

3. During the inaugural session, a dedicated portal for the ECI‘s ‗Systematic Voters Education and Electoral 

Participation‘ (SVEEP) initiative will also be launched. 

4. They are aimed at identifying the barriers or gaps in the inclusion of PwD‘s in the electoral process, to 

assess the existing accessibility initiatives and to find solutions for the challenges being faced by the 

PwD‘s. 

5. The whole exercise is to enhance their participation in the forthcoming state and Lok Sabha elections. 

6. The theme of ―Inclusion of PwD‘s‖ has been given a special focus in the ECI‘s Strategic Plan 2016-2025. 

7. Besides, ―Accessible Elections‖ has been adopted as its central theme for this year‘s National Voters‘ Day 

celebrations (25th Jan) 

8. The Election Commission launched a voter education and electoral participation portal on July 3, with a 

section dedicated to the Persons with Disabilities (PwDs), in the backdrop of a two-day national 

consultation programme on issues pertaining to their inclusion in the poll process. 

 

Systematic Voters Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) 

1. SVEEP is a programme of multi interventions through different modes and media designed to 

educate citizens, electors and voters about the electoral process in order to increase their 

awareness and participation in the electoral processes 

2. SVEEP is designed according to the socio-economic, cultural and demographic profile of the 

state as well as the history of electoral participation in previous rounds of elections and learning 

thereof 

3. Now it includes enhanced interaction with the citizens through social media, online contests 

and voters‘ festivals; awareness about new initiatives of linking EPIC with AADHAAR and 

National Voters‘ Service Portal and a regularised yearly plan of activities 
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4. In addition to target groups of women, youth, urban voters and the marginalized sections, the 

inclusion of groups like service voters, NRIs, persons with disabilities, prospective voters/ 

students is of primary focus. 

 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

WAPCOS celebrates 50th foundation day 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

50th Foundation Day celebration of Water and Power Consultancy Services (WAPCOS). 

Water and Power Consultancy Services (WAPCOS) – an Indian PSU MNC 

1. WAPCOS was incorporated as a Public Sector Enterprise in 1969 by the Government of India. 

2. It is a  techno-commercial organization under the aegis of Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

3. The company has successfully completed/on-going consultancy assignments in countries covering Asia, 

Africa, Middle East, and the Pacific Islands and is operating in more than 45 Countries, at present. 

4. It has grown into a true Indian multinational with footprints across the globe in line with Government of 

India‘s flagship programmes on ―Skill India‖ and ―Make in India‖. 

5. The company has successfully undertaken some of the most challenging projects in inhospitable 

circumstances around the world; e.g. Afghan-India Friendship (Salma) Dam Project, Afghanistan.  

WAPCOS today has emerged as one of India‘s best performing ―Mini Ratna-I‖ CPSE. 

 

Works of WAPCO 

WAPCOS for Irrigation 

1. WAPCOS has done  Survey & Investigation/Pre-Feasibility/DPRs for more than 550 Projects in Irrigation, 

Water Resources and  Agricultural etc. 

2. The company has  contributed  in development of over 15 Million Ha irrigation potential; more than 200 

projects in ports and inland navigation; over 500 projects in water supply and sanitation, rural and urban 

development, roads and highway engineering,  EIAs for over 250 projects in the fields of irrigation, 

hydro/thermal power, ports and harbours in India and abroad. 

 

 

WAPCOS work in Power Sector 

1. In the  Hydro-Power sector; WAPCOS has completed almost 52 Hydro-Power Projects in 19 countries with 

an installed capacity of more than 20,500 MW; over 105 Hydro Power Projects in India with an installed 

capacity of more than 9,000 MW. 

2. In Thermal Power; the Company has successfully completed 12 overseas projects with installed capacity of 

more than 2,900 MW and 37 projects in India with an installed capacity of more than 12,000 MW. 

3. In Transmission & Distribution WAPCOS has accomplished more than 14 Projects in India and Abroad. 

 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

How to list cases better [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 Structure, organization & functioning of the Executive & the Judiciary 

Rising pendency across the judiciary 

1. Chief Justice of India recently flagged rising pendency in appeals lying with High Courts based on the 

findings of the Supreme Court‘s Arrears Committee 
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2. He has since directed High Courts to prepare action plans for disposal of five and 10-year-old cases 

3. He has also asked for High Court Arrears Committees to periodically review the situation 

 

Need to revisit  judicial performance & accountability 

1. For decades, the primary measure of court efficiency has been case disposal rates 

2. Public perception of court performance and individual judges now hinges on the number of cases pending 

before them 

3. This also puts pressure on judges to dispose of as many cases as possible 

4. It leads to a problematic situation as it does not consider the quality of adjudication itself 

5. It also does not shed light on the exact nature of cases that have remained pending the longest, or the stage 

at which pendency recurs the most 

 

Why such problem arises? 

1 Listing patterns of cases in courts are generally erratic 

● The number of matters listed for the same courtroom range from 1 to 126 a month 

2  A large number of cases listed in a day means that inevitably, matters listed towards the end of the day remained 

left over 

3 Old pending matters barely make it to court 

● These cases were listed for the second half of the day but would eventually never come up for the hearing 

because of a large number of other urgent and routine matters listed 

● Advocates also tend to become disinterested in older cases in which clients have given up or stopped paying 

What can judiciary do? 

1. Courts themselves must start analyzing historical case data and introduce focused interventions to counter 

specific case types or stages at which the case pipeline is clogged 

2. Case listing needs to be made more systematic 

3. Cause list preparation can be made more scientific if supported by a consistent study of the variance in the 

number of cases listed across courts, identifying the exact stages at which cases are clogging the pipeline 

for the longest duration, and the nature of cases left over 

4. The cause list should have cases methodically distributed by type and stage 

5. Disposing of old and pending matters must be prioritized 

6. A solution would be to implement a policy where no adjournments are granted for frivolous reasons 

Benefits of scientific listing 

1. It will introduce standardisation across courts and help disincentivise judges from using discretionary 

practices in the number and nature of cases listed before them 

2. It will promote fairness — a reasonable number of cases would be listed every day, and distributed across 

the day based on stage and case type 

3. There will be better quality of adjudication 

 

Way forward 

1. The quality and efficiency of court functioning can be improved with simple tweaks 

2. It is time that the judiciary as an institution opens itself to the services of competent external agencies that 

can help them record, manage and analyse their data better, to build and sustain a healthy institution. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Reforming higher education [ EDITORIAL /OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 Governance -  Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Draft Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill 

1. The draft Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill is now in the public domain 

2. The HECI will replace the main regulatory authority, the University Grants Commission (UGC) 

3. This is being done to provide for more autonomy and facilitate the holistic growth of this sector and offer 

greater opportunities to Indian students at more affordable cost 

Expanse of HECI 

1. The new commission will cover all fields of education except medical and, presumably, agriculture, and 

institutions set up under the Central and State Acts, excluding those of national importance 

Separating grant giving & academic functions 

1. There will now be a clear separation between academic functions and grant-giving ones 

2. HECI will deal with academic functions & Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) with 

grant-giving ones 

3. The academic functions include 

● promoting the quality of instruction and maintenance of academic standards and, 

● fostering the autonomy of higher education institutions for a comprehensive and holistic growth of education 

and research in a competitive global environment in an inclusive manner 

Why the need for HECI? 

1. The need for a single regulatory body arose largely in the context of multiple bodies set up over the years 

trying to cope with the ever-increasing complexity of the sector 

2. The regime of multiple regulators started in the mid-1980s and various professional bodies also started 

asserting themselves as regulators from around the early 1990s when the country embraced the new 

challenges of liberalization, privatization, and globalization 

3. The heavy hands of multiple regulators (like the UGC and All India Council for Technical Education), 

together with the empowerment of professional bodies (like the Bar Council of India and Council of 

Architecture) have not yielded the desired dividends 

4. Mushrooming of institutions and a steady decline of standards in most of them have not done much good to 

the image of the government and the architecture of regulation 

Ambiguity in functions 

1. On the one hand, the HECI is being conceived as an overarching regulator and on the other, it is sought to 

develop mechanisms so that more institutions are encouraged to move out of its regulatory ambit 

2. The proposed Bill has to be situated in the context of certain new initiatives like granting near complete 

autonomy to the Indian Institutes of Management, providing graded autonomy to other institutions to free 

them from the clutches of regulations to enable them to develop into institutions of excellence 

Recent initiatives for sustainability across the higher education system 

1. There have been recent initiatives to encourage public institutions to raise user charges so that they become 

self-sustaining 

2. This will also allow such institutions to take a loan from the Higher Education Funding Agency to meet 

developmental costs 

3. These initiatives might lead to: 

● institutions to abandon courses that have hardly any job prospects and starting ones that are market-friendly 

which is against the very idea of higher education 

● the high fees to be paid by students for such courses might compel them to take concessional student loans 

which may result in the student loan crisis reaching alarming proportions on account of delay in payment and 

default 
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Structure of HECI and associated loopholes 

1. There will be a chairperson, vice-chairperson and 12 members 

2. The chairperson will be of the rank of Secretary to the Government of India 

3. The secretary of the HECI will be an officer of the rank of joint secretary and above or a reputed academic 

and will serve as its member-secretary 

4. The secretary, higher education is envisaged to do many hats, serving as a member of the search-cum-

selection committee of the chairperson and vice-chairperson, then processing their appointment as a key 

functionary of the government, and finally acting as a member of the HECI 

5. Such multiplicity of roles may create difficulties and conflict of interest 

Way forward 

1. Despite some apparent infirmities, the proposed Bill shows the resolve of the government to move forward 

in reforming the sector 

2. Major issues like making the universities the hub of scientific and technological research, restoring the 

value of education in social sciences and the humanities, ensuring that poor and meritorious students can 

afford to be educated in subjects of their choice, improving the quality of instruction to enhance the 

employability of the students, addressing the concerns of faculty shortage, etc. need to be addressed. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Election Commission of India launches Mobile App “cVIGIL” to enable citizens to 

report on violation of election code of conduct. 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - E - GOVERNANCE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY  

● The Chief Election Commissioner launched a mobile app, called „Cvigil,‘for citizens to report any violation of 

the model code of conduct during elections. 

● Citizens can immediately report on incidents of misconduct within minutes of having witnessed them and 

without having to rush to the office of the returning officer to lodge a complaint. 

● The app has inbuilt features to prevent its misuse. It will receive complaints only about Model Code of 

Conduct violations. 

● The user will get 5 minutes to report an incident after having clicked a picture or a video. 

○ To prevent any misuse, the app will not allow uploading of the pre-recorded or old images and videos. 

○ The app will not facilitate saving of the photos or videos recorded using the ‗cVIGIL' app into the 

phone gallery either. 
                                                                                                                                                                                            Source:- PIB 

 

NITI Aayog to organise India‟s First Global Mobility Summit 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

India‟s MOVE for vehicles electrification 

1. Steeply falling technology costs and business – model innovation are driving the world‘s transition to 

renewable energy and electric vehicles. 

2. Against this background, NITI Aayog, in collaboration with various ministries and industry partners, is 

organising ‗MOVE: Global Mobility Summit‘. 

3. This Summit will help drive Government‘s goals for vehicle electrification, renewable energy integration 

and job growth and also speed up India‘s transition to a clean energy economy. 

 

Aim of the Summit 

1. MOVE Summit aims to bring together and engage with key stakeholders within the rapidly transforming 

global mobility landscape and to evolve a public interest framework for a shared, connected, zero emission 

and inclusive mobility agenda for the future. 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 28 
 

2. The Summit, hence, aims to encourage synergies between indigenous industries such as Automobile 

Manufacturing, Information Technology, Electronics, Telecommunications and others, to integrate with 

global supply chains and cement India‘s position as a progressive, forwarding looking nation. 

 

 

Participants in the Summit 

This summit will be the first Global Mobility Summit of its kind, with over 1,200 expected participants from across 

the world including Government leadership, Industry leaders, Research Organizations, Academia ,Think Tanks and 

Civil Society Organisations. 

 

Focus areas 

1. The Summit will constitute three designated components – The Conclave, the Expo and the Featured 

Events. 

2. The Summit has been organised along key ‗tracks‘ to anchor debate and deliberations on towards preparing 

a collective mobility agenda. The six tracks or themes for the Summit will focus on: 

● Asset Utilization and Services; 

● Comprehensive Electrification ; 

● Alternative Energy; 

● Reinventing Public Transit; 

● Logistics and Goods Transport; 

● Data Analytics and Mobility. 

 

National Strategy for Transforming Mobility 

1. NITI Aayog has also been working towards evolving a National Strategy for Transforming Mobility, in the 

spirit of cooperative and competitive federalism. 

2. It is urging all States and Union territories to formulate state-specific comprehensive strategies by 

constituting respective State Task Forces. 

3. Inputs received from the various States will be integrated with global best practices to come up with a 

National Strategy, will also be launched. 

 

Way Forward 

1. The Summit envisages mobility as a key driver for generating employment, accelerating economic growth 

& providing innovative solutions to improve efficiency and efficacy of transport sector. 

2. New pathways are emerging to provide clean, cost effective mobility services that create new jobs, reduce 

dependence on oil imports and achieve efficient land usage in cities. 

3. Nowhere in the world is there greater potential to accelerate the transition to a shared, connected and zero 

emission society than India.  India has a leapfrog opportunity. 

                                                                                                                                                                   SOURCE:- PIB 

 

Why rumours love WhatsApp [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNAL SECURITY - Challenges to internal security through communication networks, 

role of media & social networking sites in internal security challenges 

Mob lynchings & role of social media 

● It was social media that spread most of the rumours leading to a recent spate of lynchings in various parts 

of the country 

● All social media platforms struggle with rumours and misinformation. These are spread through posts as 

well as direct messages 

● Of all social media platforms, WhatsApp is proving the most challenging for investigators trying to track 

the source of such rumours and formulate a response 
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Why are messages difficult to track? 

1. Messaging services by nature do not leave a trail for specific messages 

2. It is very difficult to track where a message originated if has been forwarded many times 

3. With most of these services, the information is with the parent server and police can request the company 

for access to information, such as IP address, for investigation 

4. With WhatsApp, it is more complex. Everything on the platform is encrypted end-to-end at the device level 

— all data is stored on the device and not on servers 

5. WhatsApp does not know what is being discussed 

Use of metadata 

1. Metadata is defined as data about other data and includes information such as username, device info and 

log-in time 

2. Each file has a certain amount of metadata, which is embedded when the file is created 

3. WhatsApp removes this, too, when it compresses a video or photo. This is called stripping 

4. Due to the stripping of metadata, it is next to impossible to identify the source on WhatsApp 

What is Whatsapp‟s approach to stopping this menace? 

● WhatsApp is working on a mix of in-platform fixes and off-platform intervention 

● Within the platform it is offering more control for group administrators, flagging forwarded content and 

offering resources like fact-checking websites for verifying the content 

● Off-platform, it is expected to initiate measures to educate people about the perils of misinformation and 

ways to identify them 

● A new app update allows administrators to choose a setting that only gives the administrators permission to 

publish in a specific group 

International response 

● WhatsApp was disrupted in 12 of 65 countries — Turkey, Zimbabwe, Azerbaijan, Qatar, UAE, 

Bangladesh, China, Morroco, Egypt, China, Saudi Arabia — in 2016 and 2017 

● Uganda has introduced a social media tax to check online gossip, among other objectives, and recently it 

made social media inaccessible to those who have not paid the tax 

● In Mexico, private groups collaborated to set up Verificado 2018, a fact-checking initiative, that tries to 

intervene in the spread of fake news on WhatsApp, particularly during the recent elections 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                SOURCE:- INDIAN EXPRESS 

The bilateral limits of hype: on India-U.S. relations [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies & politics of developed & developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 

Transactional nature of American foreign policy 

● The postponement of the India-U.S. 2+2 dialogue between the Foreign and Defence Ministers of both 

countries, that had been scheduled for July 6 has to be seen with the personality of Mr. Trump 

● Mr. Trump has set his eyes on spectacles that suit him 

● His every move on the global stage enrages his domestic political opponents and the professional strategic 

community alike and he is happy, as this keeps his political base constantly on the boil 

● North Korea, Syria, Afghanistan, trade deficit, and all global challenges before America are the faults of his 

predecessors, he repeatedly tells supporters 

Impact of this policy on ties 

● China today threatens the dominance of the U.S., but America‘s security establishment and political elite 

are obsessed with Russia 

● India gets caught in that internal American fight too 

● An American law now requires the President to impose sanctions on any country that has significant 

security relations with Russia 
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● India and China are in the same basket for Mr. Trump on many issues that agitate him 

● His administration considers India and China as violators of intellectual property laws, as countries that put 

barriers to trade and subsidise exports and use state power to control markets 

● Amongst all adversaries, the Pentagon and the U.S. arms industry work in India‘s favor 

 

Way forward 

● India-U.S. relations will be better off without hype and grand theories, often encouraged by the government 

● The U.S. has overlapping interests with China, and India has overlapping interests with both 

● Avoiding the hyperbole could help manage India‘s troubles with Pakistan and China better 

                                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
 

Consult UPSC for selecting police chiefs, SC tells States 

GS PAPER -02  GOVERNANCE- Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday restrained the State governments from appointing Directors-General of Police 

without first consulting the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). 

 A Bench, led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, passed the directions on an application by the Centre for 

modification of a September 22, 2006 judgment on a petition filed by former DGPs Prakash Singh and N.K. 

Singh for reforms in the police forces. 

 In 2006, the court passed seven directives, primarily to ―ensure that State governments do not exercise 

unwarranted influence or pressure on the police.‖ 

 

SELECTION PROCESS RECOMMENDED BY SC 

● The concerned State government has to send to the service commission the names of the probables three 

months before the incumbent DGP is to retire.  

● The UPSC will prepare a list of 3 officers fit to be DGP and send it back. 

○ UPSC will choose the people who have got a clear two years of service and must give due weightage 

to merit and seniority. 

● The State, shall ‗immediately‘ appoint one of the persons shortlisted by the commission. 

● Secondly, the court directed the States to ―ensure that the DGP is appointed through a merit based Transparent 

process and secure a minimum tenure of two years.‖ 

Only 5 States have implemented the supreme court direction of 2006 to consult UPSC on the appointment of 

DGP‟s 

● Out of 29 States only five states Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana and Rajasthan — 

have implemented the Supreme Court. 

● Some State governments have even gone to the extent of appointing their ‗favourite‘ officers as DGP on the 

very date of their retirement so that they would continue to serve for another two years till the age of 62. 

                                                                                                                                                    Source :- The Hindu 

 

National Commission for Safai Karamcharis 

GS PAPER -02 INDIAN POLITY - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

● The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of one post each of Vice-Chairperson and Member in the 

National Commission for Safai Karamcharis. 

● The decision is intended to optimize the functioning of the Commission and for fulfilling desired objectives 

of welfare and development of the target group. 

National Commission for Safai Karmacharis (NCSK) 

1. The NCSK is a statutory body that looks into matters concerning the Safai Karamcharis‘ welfare and makes 

recommendations to the government. 

2. For the first time, NCSK was constituted as a statutory body under the NCSK ACT, 1993. 
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3. This commission continued till February 2004, when the relevant Act expired. Thereafter, the tenure of the 

commission has been extended from time to time, as a non-statutory body, the last such extension being up 

to 31 March 2016. 

4. It is working for the welfare of both Safai Karamcharis and Manual Scavengers. 

5. It is mandated to work towards the elimination of inequalities in status facilities and opportunities for Safai 

Karamcharis and has an important role to ensure rehabilitation of all the identified manual scavengers on a 

time-bound basis. 

6. Under Section 31 of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act 

2013, the Commission is to perform functions namely: 

● To monitor the implementation of the Act; 

● To inquire into complaints regarding contravention of provisions of the Act; and 

● To advice Central and State Governments for effective implementation of the Act. 
Source: PIB 

                                                                                                                                                                          

Three lakh CSC VLEs to be engaged as Banking Correspondents 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Common Service Center (CSC), a Special Purpose Vehicle under the Ministry of Electronics & IT, has entered into an 

agreement with HDFC Bank to enable its three lakh Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs) managing the CSCs to 

operate as Banking Correspondents. 

Making banking services more accessible in rural areas 

● VLEs of CSC will work as Banking Correspondent of HDFC Bank and support the govt initiative to promote 

financial inclusion and make banking services more accessible in rural areas. 

● This agreement is expected to be a game changer as it would significantly contribute to Government‘s 

objectives of enabling Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) of various schemes. 

● Women, senior citizens and persons with disability will especially get benefitted through this initiative. 

● This will facilitate withdrawal and deposit of government entitlements such as payments under MGNREGA as 

well as various social welfare schemes like widow pension, handicapped and old age pension, etc. 

 

Providing easy Credit Facility 

● The HDFC BC (CSC) under this arrangement will also function as Business Facilitator (BF). 

● This will help and support the citizens, especially merchants, youth, entrepreneurs, farmers and women avail loan 

facility from the Bank to support in their economic uplift. 

 Promoting Digi Gaon Project 

● Apart from this, HDFC Bank will support CSC SPV in converting 1000 identified villages into Digi Gaon 

(Digital Villages) within this financial year. 

● CSC SPV is implementing Digi Gaon initiative in rural and remote villages of the country where citizens 

can avail various online services of the central and State government. 

● The Digi Gaons are positioned to promote rural entrepreneurship and building rural capacities and 

livelihoods through community participation and collective action for engendering social change through a 

bottom-up approach with key focus on the rural citizen. 

 

Promoting Stree Swabhiman 

● Under its‘ commitment to enhancing women‘s health and hygiene, HDFC Bank will also support CSC SPV 

by funding Stree Swabhiman Sanitary Napkin Manufacturing Units. 

● CSC SPV, through its initiative ‗Stree Swabhiman‘ is striving to create a sustainable model for providing 

affordable and accessible sanitary products close to the homes of adolescent girls and women in rural areas. 
Source: PIB 
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Cabinet approves renewal of MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 

India & Saudi Organisation for Certified Public Accountants 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for the MoU signed in 2014 and approval for renewal of MoU 

between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) & Saudi Organisation for Certified Public Accountants 

(SOCPA). 

Major impact 

● The aim is to work together to develop a mutually beneficial relationship in the best interest of ICAI 

members, students and their organizations. 

● The MoU will provide an opportunity to the ICAI members to expand their professional horizons and 

simultaneously ICAI will become an entity to aid and strengthen capacity building of local nationals. 

● The MoU will further enable ICAI to promote the Accounting and Auditing profession and all matters that 

might lead to the development of the profession and improve its status. 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 

● The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) is the national professional accounting body of 

India. 

● It was established on 1 July 1949 as a statutory body under the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 enacted 

by the Parliament to regulate the profession of Chartered Accountancy in India. 

● ICAI is the second largest professional Accounting & Finance body in the world. 

● It is the only licensing cum regulating body of the financial audit and accountancy profession in India. 

● Members of the Institute are known as Chartered Accountants. 

                                                                                                                                                 
Source :PIB 

 

Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for “Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and 

Repatriates” 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Union Cabinet has given its approval for the continuance of the 8 existing schemes of the Ministry of Home Affairs up 

to March 2020 for relief and rehabilitation of migrants and repatriates under the Umbrella scheme ―Relief and 

Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates‖ 

Benefits of the extension 

1. The schemes will provide relief and rehabilitation assistance to the refugees, displaced persons, civilian 

victims of terrorist/communal/LWE violence and cross-border firing and mine/IED blasts on Indian 

Territory 

2. It also includes riot victims of various incidents etc. 

Details of these schemes: 

The 8 schemes approved for continuance are already in operation, and the benefits under each will be extended to 

intended beneficiaries in accordance with the approved criterion. They benefit for: 

● Settlement of displaced families from POK and Chhamb settled in J&K 

● Rehabilitation Package and up-gradation of the infrastructure of the Bangladeshi Enclaves after transfer of 

enclaves between India and Bangladesh under Land Boundary Agreement. 

● Relief assistance to Sri Lankan refugees staying in camps in Tamil Nadu and Odisha. 

● Administrative and social welfare expenses of Tibetan settlements. 

● Maintenance of Brus lodged in relief camps of Tripura. 

● Rehabilitation of Bru/Reang families from Tripura to Mizoram. 
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● Civilian Victims/Family of Victims of Terrorist/Communal/LWE Violence and Cross-Border Firing and 

Mine/IED blasts on Indian Territory. 

● Kins of the deceased person, who died during 1984 Anti-Sikh Riots. 
Source: PIB 

                                                                                                                                                          

Cabinet approves accession to WIPO Copyright Treaty, 1996 and WIPO Performance 

and Phonograms Treaty, 1996 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE -  Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, 

mandate. 

The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal submitted by Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry regarding accession to the above-mentioned treaties which extends coverage of copyright 

to the internet and digital environment. 

Strengthening National IPR Policy 

1. The approval is a step towards the objective laid in the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy 

adopted by the Government on 12th May 2016. 

2. It is aimed to get value for IPRs through commercialization by providing guidance and support to EPR 

owners about commercial opportunities of e-commerce through the Internet and mobile platforms. 

3. Both the treaties provide a framework for creators and right owners to use technical tools to protect their 

works and safeguard information about their use i.e. Protection of Technological Protection Measures 

(TPMs) and Rights Management Information (RMI). 

Benefits of these Treaties 

Meeting the demand of the copyright industries, these treaties will help India: 

● To enable creative right-holders enjoy the fruit of their labour, through international copyright system that 

can be used to secure a return on the investment made in producing and distributing creative works; 

● To facilitate international protection of domestic rights holder by providing them level-playing field in 

other countries as India already extends protection to foreign works through the International Copyright 

order and these treaties will enable Indian right holders to get reciprocal protection abroad; 

● To instill confidence and distribute creative works in digital environment with return on investment; and 

● To spur business growth and contribute to the development of a vibrant creative economy and cultural 

landscape. 

 

Copyright Act, 1957 

1. The Copyright Act 1957(wef 21 January 1958) (as amended by the Copyright Amendment Act 2012) 

governs the subject of copyright law in India. 

2. The Copyright Act 1957 was the first post-independence copyright legislation in India and the law has 

been amended six times since 1957. 

3. The most recent amendment was in the year 2012, through the Copyright (Amendment) Act 2012. 

4. The history of copyright law in India can be traced back to its colonial era under the British Empire. 

5. India is a member of most of the important international conventions governing the area of copyright law, 

including 

● the Berne Convention of 1886 (as modified at Paris in 1971), 

● the Universal Copyright Convention of 1951, 

● the Rome Convention of 1961 and 

● the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 

India accessed as a member of the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms 

Treaty (WPPT) in July, 2018. 

WIPO Copyright Treaty 
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● It is a Special agreement under Berne Convention (for protection of literary and artistic works). 

● It came in force on March 6, 2002 and has been adopted by 96 contracting parties till date. 

● It has provisions to extend the protection of copyrights contained therein to the digital environment. 

● Further it recognises the rights specific to digital environment, of making work available, to address ―on-

demand‖ and other interactive modes of access. 

WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty 

1. It came in force on May 20, 2002 and has 96 contracting parties as its members. 

2. WPPT deals with rights of two kinds of beneficiaries, particularly in digital environment – 

● Performers (actors, singers, musicians etc.) 

● Producers of Phonograms (Sound recordings). 

The treaty empowers right owners in the negotiations with new digital platforms and distributors. 

It recognizes moral rights of the performers for the first time & provides exclusive economic rights to them. 

 

Source: PIB 

 

Delhi L-G bound by advice of council of ministers: Excerpts from Supreme Court 

judgment 

GS PAPER -02 INDIAN POLITY - Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of 

business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Five-judge bench of the Supreme Court ruled that the Lieutenant Governor‘s approval wasn‘t required for every 

decision taken by the council of ministers. 

Three judges, led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra wrote a common judgment, while Justice YV Chandrachud and Justice 

Ashok Bhushan wrote independent judgments. 

Excerpts from the judgment by CJI Dipak Misra, Justice AK Sikri and Justice AM Khanwilkar 

● The spirit and conscience of the Constitution should not be lost in grammar and the popular will of the people 

which has its legitimacy in a democratic set up cannot be allowed to lose its purpose in simple semantics. 

● The insertion of Article 239AA by virtue of the Sixty-ninth Amendment, the Parliament envisaged a 

representative form of Government for the NCT of Delhi. The said provision intends to provide for the Capital 

a directly elected Legislative Assembly which shall have legislative powers over matters falling within the 

State List and the Concurrent List, barring those excepted, and a mandate upon the Lieutenant Governor to act 

on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers except when he decides to refer the matter to the President 

for final decision. 

● The words ―any matter‖ employed in the proviso to clause (4) of Article 239AA cannot be inferred to mean 

―every matter‖. 

○ The power of the Lieutenant Governor under the said proviso represents the exception and not the general 

rule which has to be exercised in exceptional circumstances by the Lieutenant Governor keeping in mind the 

standards of constitutional trust and morality, the principle of collaborative federalism and constitutional 

balance, the concept of constitutional governance and objectivity and the nurtured and cultivated idea of 

respect for a representative government. 

○ The Lieutenant Governor should not act in a mechanical manner without due application of mind so as to 

refer every decision of the Council of Ministers to the President. 

 

● The authorities in power should constantly remind themselves that they are constitutional functionaries and 

they have the responsibility to ensure that the fundamental purpose of administration is the welfare of the 

people in an ethical manner. 
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Excerpts from Justice YV Chandrachud‟s judgment 

●  It may not be possible to make an exhaustive catalogue of those differences which may be referred to the 

President by the Lieutenant Governor, it must be emphasised that a difference within the meaning of the 

proviso cannot be a contrived difference. 

● 239AA(4) 

○ If the expression ‗any matter‘ were to be read as ‗every matter‘, it would lead to the President assuming 

administration of every aspect of the affairs of the Union territory, thereby resulting in the negation of the 

constitutional structure adopted for the governance of Delhi 

○ Before the Lieutenant Governor decides to make a reference to the President under the proviso to Article 

239AA(4), the course of action mandated in the Transaction of Business Rules must be followed. 

○ The Lieutenant Governor must, by a process of dialogue and discussion, seek to resolve any difference of 

opinion with a Minister and if it is not possible to have it so resolved to attempt it through the Council of 

Ministers. 

○ A reference to the President is contemplated by the Rules only when the above modalities fail to yield a 

solution, when the matter may be escalated to the President; 

● Article 239AA 

○ The provision of this article  is in the nature of a protector to safeguard the interests of the Union on matters 

of national interest in relation to the affairs of the National Capital Territory. 

○ Every trivial difference does not fall under the proviso. The proviso will, among other things, encompass 

substantial issues of finance and policy which impact upon the status of the national capital or implicate 

vital interests of the Union.  

○ Given the complexities of administration, and the unforeseen situations which may occur in future, it would 

not be possible for the court in the exercise of judicial review to exhaustively indicate the circumstances  

arranting recourse to the proviso. In deciding as to whether the proviso should be invoked the Lieutenant 

Governor shall abide by the principles which have been indicated in the body of this judgment. 

Excerpts from Justice Ashok Bhushan‟s judgment 

● The ―aid and advice‖ given by Council of Ministers as referred to in subclause (4) of Article 239AA is 

binding on the LG unless he decides to exercise his power given in proviso to subclause (2) of Article 239AA. 

● The Legislative Assembly of NCTD being representing the views of elected representatives, their opinion and 

decisions have to be respected in all cases except where LG decides to make a reference to the President. 

239AA(4) 

○ The power given in provision to LG is not to be exercised in a routine manner rather it is to be 

exercised by the LG on valid reasons after due consideration, when it becomes necessary to safeguard 

the interest of the Union Territory. 

○ For the Executive decisions taken by the Council of Ministers/Ministers of GNCTD, under this 

provision gives adequate safeguard empowering the LG to make a reference to the President in the 

event there is difference of opinion between decisions of the Ministers and the LG, but the 

Constitutional Scheme does not suggest that the decisions by the Council of Ministers/Ministers 

require any concurrence of the LG. 

The purpose of communication is not to obtain concurrence of LG. 

○ The scheme as delineated by 1991 Act and 1993 Rules clearly indicates that LG has to be kept 

informed of all proposals, agendas and decisions taken. The purpose of communication of all 

decisions is to keep him posted with the administration of Delhi. The communication of all decisions 

is necessary to enable him to go through so as to enable him to exercise the powers as conceded to 

him under provision to subclause (4) as well as under 1991 Act and 1993 Rules. 

● From persons holding high office, it is expected that they shall conduct themselves in faithful discharge of 

their duties so as to ensure smooth running of administration so that rights of all can be protected. 
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Way forward :- 

L-G‘s role is not that of a Constitutional figurehead, though the ultimate responsibility for good administration of 

Delhi is vested in the President acting through the Administrator. However, the Administrator has to take a somewhat 

more active part in the administration than the Governor of a State. 

Hence, differences of opinion would arise between the L-G and the elected government. The report had recommended 

that the ―best way‖ of doing this is to let the L-G refer such differences of opinion to the President for a final decision. 

                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Indian Express 

 

Freedom from being „India-locked‟: on Nepal-India relations [ EDITORIAL 

/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India & its neighborhood- relations. 

Nepal Prime Minister‘s China Trip 

1. The visit had much significance as Mr. Oli had made his first visit as Prime Minister to China in March 

2016, as Nepal was just recovering from the Indian blockade that had paralyzed lives 

2. The visit was hailed as a great success 

Anti-India sentiments in Nepal 

1. Whipping up anti-India sentiments as Nepali nationalism has been common since the Shah Kings and Rana 

rulers 

2. The blockade of 2015 was different in nature 

3. Nepalis, who had been hit by a major earthquake in April 2015, were still recovering and India started a 

blockade, due to its reservations about the constitution Nepal was adopting 

4. An entire generation of young Nepalis, who were already alienated from India due to the opening of newer 

education destinations, saw the blockade as a move against a neighbour which had not got its act right 

Problem with Nepal 

1. Nepal has historically remained ‗India-locked‘, rather than being termed landlocked, as it is dependent on 

India for transit to the seas 

2. Being landlocked is not much of an issue as one can get sea-locked, like the Maldives, but to be completely 

dependent on a single country for transit rights now became an issue to resolve 

India‘s problem only increasing with the blockade 

1. During his visit to China in 2016, Mr. Oli, for the first time, managed to push the agenda of a trade and 

transit agreement with China on the lines with special agreements with India 

2. With Southeast Asia well covered and inroads made in Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, for China, 

Nepal is the obvious next country for engagement 

3. With India opting out of the BRI, Nepal continues to remain the best conduit for Indian markets for China 

4. Nepal will be connected with China through a railway network in addition to roads 

5. Rail and road networks will provide Nepal an alternative for petroleum products that continue to remain the 

highest imported product 

What can India do? 

1. Nepal is a place of opportunity for people from the border towns of India 

2. The perspective has to change in New Delhi to factor in Nepal‘s concerns on the open border 

3. It is time for India to be proactive and redefine its engagement rather than continue to be reactive 

4. The way India has been flexible with the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) meetings is a good signal 

Way forward 

1. The onus is on India to rethink on a long-term basis how to recalibrate its relationship with Nepal 

2. India needs to continue to understand that there is another opportunity to rewrite bilateral and geopolitical 

history. It should not be squandered 

3. India needs to also realize the new reality that its monopoly over geopolitics in Nepal is over, and there is 

another relationship that Nepal is nurturing 
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                                                                                                                                                         SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

HEFA to allot 1 lakh crore for education 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 

1 lakh crore for Educational Infrastructure 

● The Union Cabinet permitted the Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA) to mobilize ₹1 lakh crore to 

fund research and academic infrastructure in higher educational institutions by 2022. 

● The funding will also be available to government-run schools Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya 

Vidyalayas. 

● This will help build speedier infrastructure of new Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya 

● Indian Institutes of Technology, National Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Science Education 

and Research, other Central universities and medical colleges will also get funds from the agency. 

Funding till date 

● HEFA was set up last year as a non-banking financing company for mobilizing extra-budgetary resources 

for building crucial infrastructure in Central higher educational institutions 

● The Cabinet had approved the creation of the agency in September 2016. 

● In the existing arrangement, the entire principle portion is repaid by the institution over 10 years, and the 

interest portion is serviced by the government by providing additional grants to the institution. 

● So far, funding proposals worth ₹2,016 crore have been approved by the HEFA. 

● In November 2017, the agency allocated ₹2,066 crore for six higher education institutions — the IITs in 

Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Kharagpur and Kanpur, and the National Institute of Technology, Suratkal — to 

improve research infrastructure there. 

Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) 

1. It will be formed as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) within a PSU Bank or the Government-

owned-NBFC (Promoter). 

2. HEFA will have an authorized capital of 2,000 crore rupees and the government equity would be 

1,000 crore rupees. 

3. The HEFA will also mobilize CSR funds from Corporates/PSUs which will, in turn, be released 

for promoting research and innovation in these institutions on grant basis. 

4. The principal portion of the loan will be repaid through the ‗internal accruals‘ of the institutions 

earned through the fee receipts, research earnings etc. 

5. All the Centrally Funded Higher Educational Institutions will be eligible to join as members of 

the HEFA. 

6. For joining as members, the educational institution must agree to escrow a specific amount from 

their internal accruals for a period of 10 years to the HEFA. 

 
                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Evolving safety protocols for dams [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

● There are over 5200 large dams in India and about 450 are under construction. Plus there are thousands of 

medium and small dams. 

● Due to lack of legal and institutional architecture for dam safety in India, dam safety is an issue of concern 

● Unsafe dams are a hazard and dam break may cause disasters, leading to huge loss of life and property. 
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● The draft bill seeks to address all issues concerning dam safety including regular inspection of dams, 

Emergency Action Plan, comprehensive dam safety review, adequate repair and maintenance funds for dam 

safety, Instrumentation and Safety Manuals. 

Benefits 

1. It will help all the States and UTs to adopt uniform dam safety procedures which shall ensure safety of 

dams and safeguard benefits from such dams. 

2. This shall also help in safeguarding human life, livestock and property. 

3. A case in point is the Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala, which is a perennial flashpoint between the State and 

neighbouring Tamil Nadu. 

4. The Chennai floods of 2015 due to unusually heavy rain were thought to have been compounded by an 

unprecedented release of water from the Chembarambakkam dam into the Adyar. 

Key Propositions 

● The Bill provides for constitution of a National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve dam safety 

policies and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose. 

● This provides for the establishment of National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body which shall 

discharge functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country. 

● The Bill also provides for constitution of a State Committee on Dam Safety by State Government. 

 

National Dam Safety Authority 

● It shall maintain liaison with the State Dam Safety Organisations (SDSO) and the owners of dams for 

standardization of dam safety-related data and practices; 

● It shall provide the technical and managerial assistance to the States and SDSO 

● It shall maintain a national level database of all dams in the country and the records of major dam failures; 

● It shall examine the cause of any major dam failure; 

● It shall accord recognition or accreditations to the organizations that can be entrusted with the works of 

investigation, design or construction of new dams; 

● It will also look into unresolved points of issue between two states 

 

State Committee on Dam Safety 

1. It will ensure proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in that State 

and ensure their safe functioning. 

2. It further provides that every State shall establish a ―State Dam Safety Organisation―, which will be 

manned by officers from the field dam safety preferably from the areas of dam-designs, hydro-mechanical 

engineering, hydrology, geotechnical investigation, instrumentation and dam-rehabilitation. 
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DRIP 

 In April 2012, the Central Water Commission (CWC) under Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development & Ganga Rejuvenation with assistance from the World Bank, embarked upon the six 

year Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) at an estimated cost of Rs. 2100 crore.  

 The project originally envisaged the rehabilitation and improvement of about 223 dams within four 

states namely, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Tamil Nadu and later Karnataka, Uttarakhand 

(UNVNL) and Jharkhand (DVC) joined DRIP and total number of dams covered under DRIP 

increased to 250; due to the addition / deletion of dams during implementation by partner agencies, 

presently 223 dams are being rehabilitated  

 The project will also promote new technologies and improve Institutional capacities for dam safety 

evaluation and implementation at the Central and State levels and in some identified premier 

academic and research institutes of the Country.  

 The Central Dam Safety Organisation of Central Water Commission, assisted by Engineering and 

Management Consultant, is coordinating and supervising the Project implementation.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 

Taiwan protests use of „Chinese Taipei‟ on Air India website 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  India and its neighborhood- relations. 

What is the issue ? 

● Air India referring to Taiwan as Chinese Taipei has garnered international attention. 

● Bejing considers Taiwan as part of China but the east Asian country proudly calls itself a selfruled country. 

The naming of the island has a long history. 

Background to the issue: 

● By 1949, The Kuomintang (the Nationalist Party of China) had been in power for roughly 40 years, but the 

Communist army led by Mao Zedong, overthrow this government before the midpoint of the century during a 

brutal and bloody civil war. 

● The Kuomintang had led the Republic of China (ROC), but they had been ousted by the Communists, who 

eventually established the People‘s Republic of China (PRC). 

● However, 4 years earlier, in 1945, that same Kuomintang had taken control of Taiwan back from the Japanese 

after the end of World War II.  

● Previously known as Formosa, Taiwan is an island nation roughly 100 miles off the eastern coast of China. 

This 14,000-square mile island was in the control of the ROC, but after the Communists chased the 

Nationalist Party out of Mainland China, they retreated to Taiwan. 

● Under the strict martial law rule of Chiang Kai-shek, Taiwan had become an independent entity, the last 

bastion of the ROC. 

● Initially, most democratic countries continued their support of the ROC, now isolated on Taiwan. However, it 

became more and more clear that the PRC was going to retain control of Mainland China. Over time, the PRC 

became more established in the international community, and allegiance to Taipei (the new capital of Taiwan) 

eventually shifted back towards Beijing. This was most notable in 1971, when the United Nations officially 

recognized and welcomed the PRC as a member. 

Why the name 'Chinese Taipei' ? 

● Given the complex nature of the situation between Mainland China (PRC) and Taiwan (ROC), there needed to 

be some neutral ground or name when both entities were participating in the same international events, such 

as the Olympics, Paralympics, Asian Games, World Cup, etc. 
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● Mainland China and Taiwan both claim sovereignty of the island nation, but Taiwan‘s ROC refuses to be 

labeled as being under the PRC‘s control. 

● The real problem began with the name of the Olympic Committee. Each nation has one, but Mainland China 

and Taiwan were both calling their ―the Chinese Olympic Committee‖. 

● In 1976, however, Taiwan was not allowed to use the name China, since the PRC was internationally 

recognized and had the right to refuse another entity from using their name. 

● An ambiguous name was required, one that didn‘t suggest sovereignty of Taiwan over Mainland China, nor 

control of Taiwan by the PRC. 

● Using ―Taiwan‖, ―Chinese Taiwan‖ or ―Taiwan, China‖ suggested that the island nation might still be 

subordinate to Mainland China, and also ignored the other islands controlled by the ROC. 

● Eventually, the ROC settled on Chinese Taipei, as it designated an ambiguous boundary of the ROC‘s control. 

● It suggested a clear separation between Taiwan and Mainland China, but not complete independence, which is 

why Beijing accepted this compromise. 

India's stand on the issue : 

● Since 1949, India has accepted the "One China" policy that accepts Taiwan and Tibet as a part of China 

● However, in recent times, with diplomatic relations with China being tested by certain actions such as issuing 

of stapled visas to Indian nationals from Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh, India has also been 

cautious not to explicitly mention "One China Policy" in bilateral joint statements. 

                                                                                                                                                            Source :- The Hindu  

 

 

First meeting of e-Commerce Task Force held 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Task Force on E-commerce submits its report 

● The suggestions were on wide-ranging issues such as cross-border data flows, taxation, trade facilitation 

and logistics, consumer confidence, IPR and future tech, FDI and competition issues. 

● The sub-groups saw participation from various ministries and departments, high-level representatives from 

the industry bodies, e-commerce companies, telecommunication and IT companies and independent 

experts. 

Background 

● It was decided to set up a Task Force in the first meeting of the Think Tank, on the framework for national 

policy on e-commerce under the chairmanship of Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation. 

● The Task Force was further divided into nine sub-groups for preparing recommendations for India‘s 

national policy on e-commerce. 

Why such task force? 

● Issues related to e-commerce including taxation, infrastructure, investments, technology transfer, data 

protection, regulations and competition are rising. 

● The decision to set up a task force is to prepare a framework for a National Policy on E-Commerce. 

● The policy is important in view of issues faced by the domestic industry and to help India articulate its stand 

on ecommerce at the World Trade Organization. 

● While India is participating in the technical negotiations on the issues at the WTO, it has opposed taking any 

rule-making and commitments on the matter. 

● Most Indian companies emphasized the need for a regulator, especially because big players are abusing their 

dominance by burning cash (inappropriate discounting). 

 
                                                                                                                                                         SOURCE ;- PIB  

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 41 
 

Justice Malhotra makes a case against Sec. 377 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY  

Justice Indu Malhotra, the lone woman judge on the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court hearing the fight 

against Section 377 of the IPC, made a strong case against criminalisation of homosexuality. 
 

Views of Justice Malhotra 

● Homosexuality is only a variation and not an aberration. 

● But the prejudice and stigma piled on the LGBTQ community had denied it even basic medical care in the 

country. 

● The community is so inhibited by societal scorn that it prefers to forego medical care, especially in rural 

and semi-urban parts of the country. 

● There is a pressure on homosexual people from within the home. 

● They succumb to marry the opposite sex, leading to a life of mental trauma and bi-sexuality. 

● Homosexuality is not against the order of nature, it is nature itself. Hundreds of animal species show same 

sex orientation. 
 

Other observations 

○ Chief Justice Misra said stigma is the root cause of suffering for the community. 

○ Justice D.Y. Chandrachud expressed the hope that social stigma would vanish if Section 377 is struck 

down by the court. 

○ The judge said Section 377 creates an environment which is conducive for discrimination of individuals 

on the ground of their sexuality. 

○ Senior advocate Ashok Desai submitted that a culture of acceptance has prevailed over all odds. 

○ Senior advocate Krishnan Venugopal submitted that Section 377 impinges on the right to liberty, dignity 

and conscience. 

○ Venugopal spoke of the extent to which LGBTQ persons are denied their fundamental right to express 

themselves. 

○ He said a person from the LGBTQ community is unable to express himself in dress, conduct or speech in 

public view. They are denied the freedom to express their identity. 

                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                          SOURCE:- THE HINDU  
 

Creation of National Health Stack 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

NITI Aayog has invited suggestions on creation of National Health Stack. 

● India is witnessing significant trends in health: increasing prevalence of non-communicable diseases 

for instance, as well as marked demographic shifts. 

● Climbing out-of-pocket costs is becoming difficult for most households. 

Proposed National Health Stack (NHS) 

● The National Health Stack (NHS) envisages a centralized health record for all citizens of the country in 

order to streamline the health information and facilitate effective management of the same. 

● The proposed NHS is an approach to address the challenge and seeks to employ latest technology including 

Big Data Analytics and Machine Learning Artificial Intelligence, a state of the art Policy Mark-up 

Language. 

● It also aims to create a unified health identity of citizens – as they navigate across services across levels of 

care, i.e. Primary, Secondary and Tertiary and also across Public and Private. 
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Making Ayushman Bharat more promising 

1. This flagship health programme is designed with a powerful yet simple objective in mind: to develop a 

wellness focused strategy, ensuring cost effective healthcare for all. 

2. The program leverages a two-pronged approach: 

● On the supply side, substantial investments will be made to build 1.5 lakh health and wellness centers 

offering preventive and primary care; and 

● On the demand side, the Pradhan Mantri-Rashtriya Swasthya Suraksha Mission (PM-RSSM) will create a 

national insurance cover of up to 5 lakhs per year per family for over 10 crores households, towards 

secondary and tertiary care. 

Achieving such scale requires a rethink the core technology backbone of our system and leverage cutting edge digital 

solutions to tackle the challenge. 

 

Utility of the National Health Stack 

● The innovativeness of the proposed National Health Stack design lies in its ability to leverage a shared 

public good – a strong digital spine built with a deep understanding of the incentive structures of the 

system. 

● Once implemented, it will significantly bring down the costs of health protection, converge disparate 

systems to ensure a cashless and seamlessly experience for the poorest beneficiaries, and promote wellness 

across the population. 

SOURCE:PIB 
 

Govt. deploys 800 IAS officers for village outreach 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Role of civil services in a democracy 

To ensure delivery of Central welfare schemes 

1. A battalion of Central Govt IAS officers has been drafted to ensure on the ground implementation as the 

Centre races to saturate 117 ―aspirational districts‖ with seven flagship social welfare schemes by 

Independence Day. 

2. PM himself has been monitoring the implementation of these schemes by meeting various beneficiaries and 

has pointed to this campaign as a model for future of welfare delivery. 

 

Details of the deployment 

1. At least 800 Deputy Secretaries, Under-Secretaries and Director-level officers, drawn from Ministries as 

diverse as Defence and Urban Affairs, have been assigned about 75 villages to visit, as part of the Extended 

Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (EGSA)from June 1 to August 15. 

2. In total, 49,178 villages — most with a majority SC/ST population — are being targeted. 

3. Senior officials from the Ministries of Rural Development, Panchayati Raj, and the Department of 

Personnel and Training are jointly coordinating the drive. 

4. Central officials are being absorbed into EGSA duty for at least 15 working days. 

 

What do they do? 

1. In each village, the Central team convenes a meeting of villagers and beneficiaries along with a State 

government or district official, a lead bank representative and local officials from the agencies responsible 

for enrolling people into the schemes. 

2. They monitor the scheme, get feedback…If there are any hurdles, they can sort it out on the spot. Ex. 

central officers could direct the local representatives to give immediate sanction for gas cylinders, bank 

accounts or electricity connections. 

3. The teams can also directly input the day‘s progress into a data system that can be tracked live on the 

EGSA dashboard ―egsa.nic.in‖. 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 43 
 

4. Senior Ministry officials also make direct daily calls to a section of District Collectors to monitor progress, 

while third-party observers for each district —mostly from NGOs or academia — who do random checks 

of villages and report back to the Ministry. 

The success of such drill is limited 

1. The rate of enrolment during the duration of the scheme has been the most impressive in the Saubhagya 

scheme, and in the Indra Dhanush Missions. 

2. Addressing the NITI Aayog Governing Council earlier this month, PM had said the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 

has emerged as a new model for implementation of schemes. 

Sidelining Cooperative Federalism 

1. However, the large-scale involvement of Central officers raises questions about the viability of such drives, 

and about roles in a federal democracy. 

2. Dissent of the state officials due to central interference and sidelined pending workload was the most 

common concern raised. 

3. This is a deeply problematic way of going about welfare delivery as sought by some states. 

4. Constitutionally, while the Centre has higher powers of taxation, the bulk of the expenditure on welfare is 

to be done by the States. 

Its not the „Centre‟ who formulates but the „State‟ who implements 

1. The centralizing trend in flagship welfare schemes allows the ruling party at the Centre to draw political 

mileage and build vote banks. 

2. Direct connections to the district administration tend to bypass State administrations, while sending out 

large Central teams to do the work of local officials fails to empower local human resources. 

3. The new approach is not just centralized, but also personalized. 

4. It may create a veneer of efficiency and a high-quality publicity campaign, but it undermines the logic of 

federalism 

                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
 

Supreme Court upholds Chief Justice of India as „Master of Roster‟ 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

CJI- the Master of Roster 

1. The ‗Chief Justice of India‘ (CJI) is an individual judge and not the powerful collective of five senior-most 

judges of the Supreme Court called the ‗Collegium‘, held the Supreme Court. 

2. And it is this exclusive authority of this individual judge, who is the ―spokesperson of the court‖, to 

allocate cases to fellow judges as the ‗Master of Roster‘, a Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and Ashok 

Bhushan declared in their separate but concurring opinions. 

3. The judgment is based on a petition filed by former Union Law Minister to have a collegium of Supreme 

Court judges to collectively allocate cases rather than leave the entire power in the hands of the CJI in his 

administrative capacity as the ‗Master of Roster‘. 

The moral responsibility of CJI 

1. SC highlighted that the CJI owes a moral responsibility to his colleagues and the public at large while 

flexing his powers as ‗Master of Roster‘ to allocate cases. 

2. CJI Dipak Misra and some of his predecessors were criticised by four of his senior-most judges led by 

Justice Chelameswar for allocating cases of national importance to select judges. 

3. They hinted that ―absolute discretion‖ cannot be confined in just one man, the CJI. 

Qualities for a CJI 

1. Justice Sikri‘s opinion listed some of the qualities a CJI should possess as the Master of Roster, including 

balance, fortitude, moral courage and independence of mind. 

2. As the court‘s spokesperson, it is the CJI‘s duty to usher in and administer reform as a continuous process. 

3. Erosion of credibility of judiciary is the greatest threat. 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 44 
 

CJI is the “ultimate authority to distribute judicial work 

1. Both Justices Sikri and Bhushan concurred that neither Article 145 (rules of court) and the Supreme Court 

Rules say the ‗Chief Justice of India‘ as the Collegium. 

2. Unlike having the Collegium to decide the appointment and transfer of judges, a collective deciding which 

cases should go to which Bench would affect the day-to-day functioning of the court. 

3. The role of the CJI as the Master of Roster was qualified by the consensus from other judges. 

4. The CJI took into consideration the expertise, capacity and interest of his fellow judges while allocating 

cases to them. 

5. This duty should be left to his wisdom. 

Defying „the proposal‟ 

1. It was argued that the authority of the CJI as the ‗Master of Roster‘ to allocate cases to Benches should not 

be reduced to an ―absolute, singular and arbitrary power‖. 

2. The court rejected proposal that the CJI should only sit with two of his senior most judges. 

3. And the Constitution Bench should be either a combination of the five senior most judges or three senior 

most judges, including him, and two junior most judges. 

4. The court said all this should be left to the CJI to decide on. 

CJI only first among equals 

1. Justice Sikri said though the Constitution is silent on the exact role of the CJI, precedents, healthy practices 

and conventions – engrafted in the Supreme Court Rules – have moulded the powers and duties of the 

office. 

2. Justice Sikri wrote that the CJI is only ‗first among equals‘ in his judicial functions on the Bench. 

3. The opinion of the CJI on the Bench carries the same weight as any other member of the Bench. 

4. This way, the CJI may hold the minority view in a case while the majority opinion on the Bench becomes 

the law. 

AGI‟s view on the issue 

1. Attorney General K.K. Venugopal, who was asked to assist the court, had argued that having a Collegium 

of the five senior most judges to allocate cases among all judges in the court would only invite chaos. 

2. Unlike the Collegium to recommend new judges, a collegium to allocate cases would mean judges deciding 

for themselves which cases they should hear. 

3. Better have the CJI decide for all as the Master of Roster. 

Contradicting the Third Judges Case (1998) with recent judgements 

1. The Judges case of 1998 has infers that the Supreme Court itself had interpreted the term ‗Chief Justice of 

India‘ to collectively mean the CJI and his four senior most judges. 

2. The Bench heard the petition despite two separate judgments by the Supreme Court in November 2017 and 

April this year upholding the CJI ‗s complete administrative authority to allocate cases and constitute 

Benches. 

3. Both these judgments were pronounced by Benches led by CJI Dipak Misra and the verdict had called the 

CJI an ―institution in himself‖. 
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

India to control Mattala Airport in Hambantota 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  India and its neighborhood relations 

● India has agreed to form a joint venture with Sri Lanka to operate the country‘s loss-making Mattala 

Rajapaksa International Airport in Hambantota. 

● The $210 million facility, 241km south-east of Colombo, is dubbed the ―world‘s emptiest airport‖ due to a 

lack of flights. 

● The joint venture would see India gain a major stake of the airport. 

 

Only India offered to help 
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● Mattala airport, named after former president Mahinda Rajapaksa, was one of the major infrastructure 

projects of Rajapaksa‘s nearly a decade-long rule. 

● The project was funded through high interest Chinese commercial loans. The airport was officially opened 

in March 2013. 

● The only international flight operating from there was halted in May due to recurrent losses and flight 

safety issues. 

● The government in 2017 invited investors to turn the airport into a profit-sharing joint venture. However no 

proposals were received to operate, manage and maintain it. 

Hambantota Seaport kneel to China to recover losses 

● The seaport built in Hambantota, another Rajapaksa pet project, has been leased to China to set off Chinese 

loans as equity. 

● The Hambantota port was a major Chinese-assisted infrastructure project in the home district of Rajapaksa, 

whose nearly a decade-long rule was ended by President Maithripala Sirisena in 2015. 

● However, the regime change is not attributed to disfavor India, unlike that has been the case with the 

Maldives. 
                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

 

Ayushman Bharat: Hub-and-spoke model to help train health workers 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Solving the Manpower Issue 

1. One of the biggest challenges in the rollout of Ayushman Bharat is manpower training for the 1,53,000 

health and wellness centres. 

2. But a hub-and-spoke model developed by the University of New Mexico (UNM) has come to the rescue. 

The ECHO Model for Telemedicine 

1. Developed by Indian-origin doctor Dr Sanjeev Arora in Albuquerque, ECHO (Extension for Community 

Healthcare Outcomes) is a collaborative model of medical education and care management that empowers 

health workers. 

2. For the HWCs, ECHO is one of several programmes that will be used to train ASHAs as, for the first time, 

primary care in India moves beyond reproductive health and vaccination to include screening for non-

communicable diseases, geriatric care and mental health. 

3. The ECHO model does not actually ―provide‖ care to patients, but it dramatically increases access to 

specialty treatment in rural and underserved areas through the use of teleconferencing. 

4. Thegoal is to use the telemedicine platform so that healthcare performance may be enhanced by access to 

knowledge. This programme is to conduct the training of ASHAs. 

Particulars of the training 

1. A team from UNM travelled to India to kick off the first installment of the training. The first batch of 160 

officials from four states was trained in ECHO over three days at a hotel here. 

2. Participants were acclimatized with the ECHO model consisting of: 

● an essentially non-hierarchical system of knowledge sharing; 

● Zoom, the software used for teleconferencing facility; 

● the essentials for setting up their own ECHOs; and also 

● an actual ECHO session where UNM professors joined in. 

1. The participant states — Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Maharashtra — also clarified their doubts 

during the exercise. 

2. Under Ayushman Bharat, the plan is to create eight ECHO hubs, including in AIIMS Delhi, AIIMS 

Bhopal, KGMU Lucknow and PHI Nagpur. 
                                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS  
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JEE (Mains), NEET to be held in twice in a year, over multiple days. 

GS PAPER - 02 - GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

● Two of India‘s most popular competitive exams, the JEE (Main) and NEET, will now be held twice a year, 

and will be conducted by the newly formed National Testing Agency (NTA) 

● The NTA will also conduct the National Eligibility Test (NET). All these tests were earlier organised by the 

CBSE. 

About NTA :- 

● NTA was approved by the Union Cabinet in November 2017 as an Autonomous and self-sustained 

premier testing organization to conduct entrance examinations for higher educational Institutions. 

● NTA will be given a one-time grant of Rs.25 crore from the Government of India to start its 

operation in the first year. Thereafter, it will be financially self-sustainable. 

Constitution of NTA 

● NTA will be chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by MHRD. 

● The CEO will be the Director General to be appointed by the Government. 

● There will be a Board of Governors comprising members from user institutions. 

● The Director General will be assisted by 9 verticals headed by academicians/ experts. 

Significance:-  

● Establishment of NTA will benefit about 4 million students appearing for various examinations. 

● It will bring about standardized difficulty level, high reliability in assessing problem solving abilities, 

intelligence and aptitude of the students. 

 

                                                                                                                                     Source :- Indian Express 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Government declares 6 educational „Institutions of Eminence‟ 

GS PAPER -02 - GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Towards world-class institutions 

1. The Government has shortlisted Six Institutions of Eminence (IoEs)  including 3 from Public Sector and 3 

from Private Sector 

2. It is expected that the above-selected Institutions will come up in the top 500 of the world ranking in 10 

years and in top 100 of the world ranking eventually overtime 

3. Each public Institution selected as ‗Institution of Eminence‘ will get financial assistance up to Rs. 1000 

Crore over the period of five years under this scheme 

 

What will be the benefit of this decision to institutes 

1. It will ensure complete autonomy to the selected institutions and facilitate them to grow more rapidly 

2. They will get more opportunity to scale up their operations with more skills and quality improvement so 

that they become World Class Institutions in the field of education 

3. To achieve the top world ranking, these Institutions shall be provided with 

 greater autonomy  to admit foreign students up to 30% of admitted students 

 to recruit foreign faculty up to 25% of faculty strength; to offer online courses up to 20% of its 

programmes 

 to enter into academic collaboration with top 500 in the world ranking Institutions without permission 

of UGC 

 free to fix and charge fees from foreign students without restriction 
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 the flexibility of course structure in terms of number of credit hours and years to take a degree 

 complete flexibility in fixing of curriculum and syllabus 
                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- PIB AND HINDU  

 

SC says it is ready to go live, Centre moots a TV channel 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance-  transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

 

● The Supreme Court said, it is ready to go live on camera while the government mooted a separate TV channel 

for live-streaming court proceedings. 

● A three-judge Bench of Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra and Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. 

Chandrachud said a livestream is only an extension of the ‗open court‘ system, where the public can walk in 

and watch court proceedings. 

                                                                                                                           SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
 

SC reserves verdict on plea seeking ban on MPs/MLAs practising as advocates 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY -Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

MPs/MLAs can practise as Advocates 

1. The Supreme Court on Monday reserved its verdict on a plea seeking a ban on members of Parliament and 

legislative assemblies practising as advocates. 

2. The attorney general of India, K.K. Venugopal, argued that such a prohibition did not exist in law and there 

was no ‗full time‘ ‗employment‘ between a government and MPs/MLAs. 

3. However, he added, that such a ban was present in case of a minister. 

4. The Bar Council of India had, on a previous occasion, informed the court that they were not opposed to 

legislators practicing law. 

Why was Ban demanded? 

1. The plea alleges that MPs/MLAs practising as advocates pose a ―conflict of interest‖ under the provisions 

of the Advocates Act, 1961, and the Bar Council of India Rules. 

2. The dual role would also amount to professional misconduct when MPs and MLAs, who get salary and 

other benefits from public funds, may appear against the government as lawyers. 

3. Another instance would be counsel thinking about their clients‘ interests while passing a bill in their 

capacity as legislators. 

4. It was sought that a ban on legislators practising as advocates till the period that they are occupying such 

positions. 
                                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

 

Choosing a partner is a person‟s fundamental right‟ 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY  

● Choice of a partner is a person‘s fundamental right, and it can be a same-sex partner, Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud said. 

● The observation came on the first day of hearing by a Constitution Bench of petitions challenging the 

constitutionality of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, a colonial era provision that criminalises 

private consensual sex between adults. 

 

VIOLATION OF PRIVACY :-  

● Justice Chandrachud, who is part of the five-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, was 

reacting to a submission by senior advocate Arvind Datar, for hotelier Keshav Suri, that the right to sexual 

orientation was meaningless without the right to choose a partner. 
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● Justice Chandrachud drew his observations from the March 2018 judgment in the Hadiya case, which held 

that neither the State nor one‘s parents could influence an adult‘s choice of partner. That would be a violation 

of the fundamental right to privacy. 

 

DIFFERING VIEWS:-  

● Chief Justice Misra said the test was whether Section 377 stood in conformity with Articles 21 (right to life), 

19 (right to liberty) and 14 (right to equality) of the Constitution. 

● At one point, the judges appeared to differ in their approach to the case. 

● Justice Chandrachud said the court should not confine itself merely to a declaration whether Section 377 was 

constitutional or not. It could examine the wider concept of ―sexuality‖ to include co-habitation etc., he said. 

● But Chief Justice Misra observed that the Bench should first decide the constitutionality of Section 377. 

● The 172nd Law Commission Report had recommended deletion of Section 377. But nothing had been done all 

these years. 

 

ARGUMENTS :-  

● Rohatgi submitted that being gay or lesbian was not a matter of choice. It is innate, inborn. Actually, it has 

something to do with the genes. 

● He said Section 377 described such sexual acts as against the order of nature. But this [being LGBT] is also an 

order of nature because it is nature which gave them this. 

● Everything changes with the passage of time. Laws made 50 years ago can become invalid over time. 

● He said Section 377 falls under the section of ―unnatural offences‖ in the IPC. 

● What is unnatural? It can be between a man and man and also between a man and a woman. 

● Sex even between a man and woman, but not in the conventional way, also becomes unnatural under Section 

377. 

● Justice Nariman said Mr. Rohatgi should focus on the point that the ―order of nature‖ was only a relative 

concept and whether LGBT itself was an order of nature. 

● Justice Malhotra, the woman judge on the Bench, observed that homosexuality was not confined to humans, 

but extended even to the animal kingdom. 

● Datar said Section 377 criminalises a section of people for being a sexual minority. 

 

BACKGROUND:- 

 The Constitution Bench, also comprising Justices R.F. Nariman, A.M. Khanwilkar and Indu 

Malhotra, is re-visiting the December 2013 verdict of the Supreme Court in the Suresh Koushal 

case, which had upheld Section 377. 

Section 377 

● Section 377 of IPC – which came into force in 1862 – defines unnatural offences. 

● It says, ―Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man, 

woman or animal, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

2009 Judgement (Delhi HC) 

● Following a PIL by Delhi-based Naz Foundation, an NGO fighting for gay rights, the Delhi HC 

on July 3, 2009, struck down Section 377 of the IPC, holding that it violated the fundamental 

rights of life and liberty and the right to equality as guaranteed in the Constitution. 

● The HC held that the Section 377 denied dignity to an individual and criminalised their core 

identity on the basis of their sexuality adding that it also violated Article 14 by targeting 

homosexuals as a class. 

2013 Judgement (SC) 

● The Supreme Court reversed the 2009 HC verdict in December 2013 and upheld the 

constitutional validity of Section 377 of IPC, while giving the power to the legislature to 
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formulate a law on homosexuality. 

● It observed that only a minuscule fraction of the country‘s population constitute lesbians, gays, 

bisexuals or transgenders and in last more than 150 years, less than 200 persons have been 

prosecuted for committing offence under Section 377. 

2014 order (Transgenders) 

● In the April 2014 verdict, hailed by gender rights activists, the apex court directed the 

government to declare transgenders a ‗third gender‘ along with male and female. 

● It also asked the Centre to include them in the OBC quota. 

● Underlining the need to bring them into the mainstream, the verdict by a bench of Justices KS 

Radhakrishnan and AK Sikri said transgenders should have all rights under the law, including 

marriage, adoption, divorce, succession, and inheritance. 

● The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 was a result of this order. 

2017 verdict (SC) 

● In August 2017, the Supreme Court, in a landmark verdict, declared right to privacy a fundamental 

right, ushering in hope for the gay and LGBT community. 

● The apex court had concluded that privacy included at its core the preservation of personal 

intimacies and that sexual orientation was an essential attribute of privacy. 

● Discrimination against an individual on the basis of sexual orientation is deeply offensive to the 

dignity and self-worth of the individual. 

● Equality demands that the sexual orientation of each individual in society must be protected on 

an even platform. 

● The right to privacy and the protection of sexual orientation lie at the core of the fundamental 

rights guaranteed by Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution. 

 

                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
 

 

Rhetoric and reality: on the UNHRC and human rights [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Should India withdraw from UNHRC? 

1. The withdrawal of the U.S. from the UNHRC in June this year sent shock waves through the international 

community, foreign-policy think-tanks and human rights non-governmental organisations. 

2. However, some feel this was the right decision and are now advocating withdrawal by other countries; this 

includes those in India. 

3. The main criticism against it is that it is made up of states not known for their human rights records; that 

many are in fact egregious violators of human rights. C 

4. Current members include Saudi Arabia, the Philippines, Pakistan, and the United Kingdom — a few of the 

47 states elected by the General Assembly, based on geographic quotas. 

 

All states under scrutiny 

1. The ‗Universal Periodic Review‘ process, where all states are scrutinised, is currently in its third cycle 

(2017-2021). 

2. No state is exempt from this process, including Security Council members. 

3. Politics is unavoidable, with states using the opportunity to highlight the records of other states. 

 

Problem of monitoring 

1. An overly simplistic reading of the HRC paints this as purely partisan theatre, which is not the entire 

picture. 
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2. What gets lost in all the rhetoric regarding the HRC is the actual track record — the overt manner in which 

a human rights agenda and the evolution of human rights norms are facilitated. 

3. Resolutions adopted have highlighted egregious violations despite efforts to the contrary by some members 

of the HRC such as Syria, Yemen, Myanmar, and North Korea. 

 

But it is still important 

1. Subject areas that have been the source of much controversy have been addressed at the HRC, including 

LGBTIQ rights and discrimination on the basis of religion. 

2. The HRC is also a forum to monitor international obligations of a state based on international law that 

states themselves have undertaken. 

 

UNHRC is different from United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

1. It is also worth pointing out that the role of the Office of the OHCHR is often confused with the HRC. 

2. It is a separate institution which presents reports independent of the HRC, the recent report on Kashmir 

being an example (which has turned out to be tampered on facts). 

3. Hence, there are multiple strands in the monitoring functions of human rights by UN institutions, one of 

which is the HRC. In the promotion of human rights, all these play a critical role. 

 

US withdrawal is a foul cry 

1. The factor that precipitated US withdrawal is the alleged targeting of Israel by the HRC. 

2. Discussions and reform proposals are already in the works, with engagement by states and human rights 

organisations indicating a consensus building approach. 

3. However, while committing to reform, the impatience of the current U.S. administration and its disdain for 

multilateralism has resulted in the impetuous decision to withdraw. 

4. By ceding a role at the HRC, a state reduces its ability to influence the agenda, and if it is so inclined, a 

genuine engagement in the monitoring of human rights. 

 

Way Forward 

1. Withdrawal is not a feasible option. 

2. Not just states but also individuals who are in need of a more robust defence of their rights stand to lose 

much. 

3. It is worth instead contemplating the need to reduce rhetoric and, rather, increase substantive engagement 

with issues concerning the rights of individuals. 

 

United Nations Human Rights Commission 

1. The UNHRC was established in 2006, as part of the UN‘s reform process, replacing the Commission on 

Human Rights. 

2. Council members are elected by the General Assembly with three-year terms, with a maximum of two 

consecutive terms. 

3. The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, Switzerland 

4. The members of the General Assembly elect the members who occupy the UNHRC‘s 47 seats. The term 

of each seat is three years, and no member may occupy a seat for more than two consecutive terms 

5. The General Assembly can suspend the rights and privileges of any Council member that it decides has 

persistently committed gross and systematic violations of human rights during its term of membership 

6. The UNHRC investigates allegations of breaches of human rights in UN member states and addresses 

important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of association and assembly, freedom of 

expression, freedom of belief and religion, women‘s rights, LGBT rights, and the rights of racial and 
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ethnic minorities 

 
                                                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

India a stakeholder in Korean peace 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

Concerns 

● The proliferation linkages between North-East Asia and South Asia is a matter of concern to India. Therefore, 

India is also a stakeholder in the peace process. 

● India has been worried about its trade deficit with South Korea that stood at $12 billion last year, while 

Korean businessmen have complained about problems in the ―ease of doing business‖. 

Background 

 In the last meeting held in 2017, three deliverables were identified: early harvest package of CEPA, forming 

futures strategy group to jointly harness fourth generation technology and innovative products and a trade 

remedies MOU. 

Agreements 

● India and South Korea signed a joint statement agreeing to discuss an ‗early harvest‘ package for the 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) aimed at identifying key areas for enhanced trade 

between the two countries. 

● They agreed to expand bilateral trade, including through the early conclusion of ongoing negotiations to 

upgrade the ROK-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

● The two countries also agreed to try to increase their bilateral trade to $50 billion by 2030, up from current 

levels of $20 billion. 

● The signing of the early harvest package was in keeping with the ongoing discussions with South Korea and 

was one of many objectives the two countries wanted to achieve. 

● In addition to the agreements on upgrading their economic partnership CEPA, trade remedies, railway safety 

research, cyber strategy, and cultural exchanges, India and South Korea signed a joint vision statement on 

strategic ties in the region. 

● RoK and India will enhance military exchanges, training and experience-sharing, and research and 

development including innovative technologies for mutual benefit. 

● They also agreed to encourage defence industries to intensify cooperation in this regard. 

● The bilateral vision document also committed to building a peaceful, stable, secure, free, open, inclusive and 

rules-based region, incorporating President Moon slogan of ―3Ps: People, Prosperity and Peace‖. 

                                                                                                                                                          SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

MHA seeks cabinet nod for Bill which allows death penalty for rape of minors 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions & Bodies constituted for the protection & 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018 

1. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has sent the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018, to the Union 

cabinet for approval, to replace the related Ordinance 

2. Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018 allows courts to award death penalty to those convicted of raping 

girls below 12 years of age 

3. Besides providing for death penalty to those convicted of raping girls below 12 years, it also proposes to set 

up a National Registry for Sexual Offenders 
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4. For rape with a girl under 16 years, minimum punishment has been increased from 10 years to 20 years, 

extendable to imprisonment for the rest of life 

5. The punishment for gangrape of a girl under 16 years of age will invariably be imprisonment for the rest of 

life of the convict 

6. The draft Bill has provisions to make it difficult for rape accused to get bail 

About Ordinances 

1. Ordinances are temporary laws which can be issued by the President when Parliament is not in session 

2. The purpose of Ordinances is to allow governments to take immediate legislative action if circumstances 

make it necessary to do so at a time when Parliament is not in session 

3. It must be approved by Parliament within six weeks of reassembling, failing which it shall cease to operate 

4. Powers related to it are mentioned in Article 143 of the Constitution 
                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Eat Right Movement off to a healthy start 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE  

The Eat Right Movement 

1. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has unveiled ‗The Eat Right Movement‘, built on 

two broad pillars of ‗Eat Healthy‘ and ‗Eat Safe‘. 

2. The programme aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-being by making the 

right food choices. 

3. Kicked off in the city by National Award-winning actor Rajkummar Rao, the event saw the food industry, 

public health professionals, civil society and consumer organisations, and influencers. 

 

The aim of the movement 

To cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years. 

 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

1. It is an autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of 

India. 

2. The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which is a consolidating 

statute related to food safety and regulation in India. 

3. FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and supervision 

of food safety. 

4. The FSSAI is headed by a non-executive Chairperson, appointed by the Central Government, either 

holding or has held the position of not below the rank of Secretary to the Government of India. 

 

SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Govt targets mobile and migratory population to prevent re-emergence of polio virus 

GS PAPER - 2: Governance -  Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Preventing Re-emergence 

1. To prevent the re-emergence of poliovirus in India, the ministry of health and family welfare is now 

targeting mobile and migratory population from neighbouring countries such as Nepal, Pakistan and 

Bangladesh. 

2. The government has already started the process of identifying children living with mobile and migratory 

families to prevent the spread of the virus. 
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3. Health Ministry officials have prepared a database of children living near brick kilns, streets, tent houses 

and nomad families. 

 

Still prevalent in the neighbourhood 

1. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), at least 11 cases have been registered in 2018 in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

2. Since there is a possible movement of people from the countries to India, the Centre is continuing with the 

Pulse Polio campaign as a preventive measure despite being polio-free. 

Polio incidence in India 

1. Polio is a highly infectious viral disease, which primarily affects young children. 

2. The virus is transmitted through person-to-person and spreads through the faecal-oral route or through 

contaminated water or food. 

3. It multiplies in the intestine, from where it can invade the nervous system and can cause paralysis. 

4. The last reported cases of wild polio in India were in West Bengal and Gujarat on 13 January 2011. 

5. On 27 March 2014, the WHO declared India a polio-free country, since no cases of wild polio had been 

reported for three consecutive years. 

6. Currently, two types of vaccines–oral polio vaccine and injectable polio vaccine–are being used in India to 

provide enhanced protection. 

7. The nation-wide polio campaigns are continued along with routine immunisation under initiatives such as 

Mission Indradhanush. 

8. So far, the government has been administering polio doses to children under five years through the door-to-

door Pulse Polio campaign, the immunisation programme seeks to eliminate poliomyelitis (polio) in India 
                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

 

Simultaneous elections are a bad idea 

GS PAPER 02 - GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

The idea is gaining traction: Forthcoming General Elections 
 

1. A paper put out by NITI Aayog argued in favour of the proposal of simultaneous elections. 

2. More recently, the Law Commission invited political parties to a consultation on the simultaneous elections 

proposal. 

3. The most attractive argument in favour of simultaneous elections is the allure of the phrase, ―one nation, 

one election‖ 

 

Arguments in Favour 

It was suggested that imposing a uniform calendar on elections for the Centre and the states and holding these 

synchronized elections every five years would involve: 

● Saving money and administrative expense, 

● Avoid ―policy paralysis‖ caused by elections constantly being fought somewhere or 

● Other issues under the Election Commission‘s model code of conduct. 

 

No match with GST Rationale 

1. This matches the ―one nation, one tax‖ rationale for the goods and services tax (GST), which, of course, 

came into force via its own constitutional amendment on 1 July 2017 

2. Simultaneous elections would sweep away the messiness of a nation always in election mode and replace it 

with the tidiness of elections everywhere, every five years, like clockwork 

3. ―One nation, one election‖ would make sense if India were a unitary state. But we are a union of states, 

which is philosophically and politically an essentially different conception of the Indian nation-state 
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Why can election calendar not be synchronous with Centre? 

1. A government may choose to dissolve itself, or a government may fall if its loses its majority, and then the 

governor, acting on behalf of the president of the republic, will be obliged either to ask another combine to 

form a government, or must perforce call fresh elections. 

2. Keeping a hung assembly in a state of suspended animation while the governor rules the state, presumably 

under guidance from the Centre, until the next predetermined election date rolls around, is nothing other 

than anti-democratic in spirit. 

3. Suppose a Union government loses its majority within the middle of a fixed five-year electoral cycle. The 

normal course of events would be for either a new government to be formed, or for fresh elections if that is 

not possible. 

4. Now, if instead, we have president‘s rule for the duration of the five-year period under the advice of a 

council of ministers drawn presumably from the now-defunct Lok Sabha and the still functioning Rajya 

Sabha will lead to constitutional oligarchy. 

 

Threat to federal structure 

1. Apart from these philosophical considerations, a move to have simultaneous elections threatens the federal 

character of our democracy at a more practical level. 

2. It gives pole position to large national parties, such as the current or previous governing party, which 

govern and campaign at the Centre and in most if not all states. 

3. These parties would reap the economies of scale of one large election every five years, to the disadvantage 

of regional parties which campaign for Lok Sabha and assembly elections only in their own states. 

4. Likewise, in a single big election, national issues would tend to come to the fore and drown out issues of 

regional interest. 

5. The latter would presumably dominate an assembly election, which occurs organically rather than one 

forced to fit the Procrustean bed of a single national election. 

 

Way Forward 

1. In sum, ―one nation, one election‖ will only serve the interests of those bent on further centralization of an 

already overly centralized union. 

2. It will do a grave disservice to the federal character of our union as envisaged by the founders. 
                                                                                                                          SOURCE :-  LIVE MINT 

 

Adultery must remain a punishable offence: Centre 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY  

The government submitted that dropping of adultery as an offence from the Indian Penal Code (IPC) will erode the 

sanctity of marriage and be detrimental to the intrinsic Indian ethos. 

 

Government‟s stand 

 In an 11-page affidavit which will be taken up before a Constitution Bench, the Centre said the provision 

punishing adultery — Section 497 of IPC — supports, safeguards and protects the institution of marriage 

considering the unique structure and culture of Indian society. 

 The government agreed to the thought that stability of a marriage is not an ideal to be scorned and striking 

down Section 497 would destroy the fabric of society itself. 

 

Background 

 The Constitution Bench is scheduled to decide on whether the pre-Independence provision of adultery in the 

IPC treats a married woman as her husband‘s subordinate and violates the constitutional concepts of gender 

equality and sensitivity. 

 The petition filed by Joseph Shine seeks to drop Section 497 as a criminal offence from the statute book. 
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Bench‟s observations 

 A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra had observed that the provision raised a question mark 

on social progress, outlook, gender equality and gender sensitivity. 

 The provision really creates a dent in the individual independent identity of a woman when the emphasis is 

laid on the connivance or consent of the husband. 

 It was time to bring to the forefront a different view with focus on the rights of women, Chief Justice Misra 

observed. 

 The Constitution Bench to be headed by Chief Justice Misra is likely to consider whether Section 497 treats 

the man as the adulterer and the married woman as a victim. 

 The larger Bench may also examine why the offence of adultery ceases the moment it is established that the 

husband connived with or consented to the adulterous act. 

 So, is a married woman the property of her husband or a passive object without a mind of her own? 
                                                                                                                                                                                 SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

Promotion quota case for 7-judge Bench? 

GS PAPER - 02  

● The Supreme Court has indicated that a seven-judge Bench may be constituted to examine whether a 2006 

judgment by a five-judge Bench of the court interrupted the grant of quota in promotions. 

● Venugopal, while urging the court to set up the seven-judge Bench, however unsuccessfully pleaded for 

interim orders. 

● The Bench refused to pass interim directions contrary to the Nagaraj judgment. 

● As of now, the freeze in reservation for promotions would continue. 

 

Background 

● A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra scheduled a batch of over 40 petitions on the 

question of referral to a seven-judge Bench. 

● The oral observation was in reaction to submissions made by Attorney General K.K. Venugopal that lakhs of 

promotions across government departments have been put on hold because of the Nagaraj judgment of 2006. 

 

Nagaraj case 

● The five-judge Bench in the Nagaraj case had held that the creamy layer concept should be excluded from 

reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in government jobs. 

● It had directed the upper limit of quota at 50%. 

● The Bench had also held that the State would have to justify in each case the compelling reasons – namely 

backwardness and inadequacy of representation — for providing reservation keeping in mind the overall 

efficiency of State administration. 

● It is made clear that even if the State has compelling reasons, the State will have to see that its reservation 

provision does not lead to excessiveness so as to breach the ceiling limit of 50% or obliterate the creamy 

layer or extend reservation indefinitely.    
SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

Govt. seeks help to end manual scavenging 

GS PAPER -02 Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources 

Ending Manual Scavenging 

1. The Centre launched a challenge asking innovators, NGOs, research institutions, companies and cities to 

propose technology and business solutions to clean urban sewers and septic tanks without human entry. 

2. The challenge will be part of the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention to be held on 

October 18 this year. 
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Objectives of the initiative: 

1. The objectives are- 

 to identify technological and business process innovations, 

 endorse viable business models suitable for cities of different sizes and geographies, and 

 pilot test shortlisted technologies and solutions in select project cities 

 bridge the gap between innovators or manufacturers and beneficiaries such as urban local bodies and citizens. 

The machines to clean sewers and septic tanks are already available globally, but they need to be adapted to Indian 

conditions 

Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention 

1. It will be held in Delhi from September 29 to October 2 

2. Ministers from over 70 countries will be invited and taken on a ‗Gandhi Trail‘ in Gujarat 

3. The government will use the occasion to ―showcase its performance‖ and ―success story‖ in the Swachh 

Bharat programme in the past four years, which was launched on October 2, 2014, and have a face-to-

face dialogue with the world leaders to share their experiences on sanitation programmes 

4. The Foreign Ministry will coordinate this mega exercise along with the Ministry of Drinking Water and 

SanitatioN. 

 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

The problems with the HECI draft Bill [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources 

 

Draft HECI bill 

1. The draft Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act) Bill, 2018 

(HECI), aims to: 

● replace a historical statutory body, the UGC 

● push for more government control 

● stifle critical thinking on campuses 

 

Concerns with the bill 

1 The nature of the structure of the commission and its advisory council shows that they are bound to have more 

―government‖ in decision-making processes rather than academics 

2 Sweeping powers render the HECI more authoritative than the collective strength of campus authorities 

● The powers and functions of the HECI trivialise the concept of autonomy because non-compliance of 

directions of the HECI could result in fines or jail sentence 

● This means that the authority of the HRD Ministry will be strengthened 

● Also, under the new terms of engagement, universities will have to take the concurrence of the HECI before 

offering a course 

● This restricts the freedom of a university‘s Board of Studies 

3 With its mandate of improving academic standards with a specific focus on learning outcomes, evaluation of 

academic performance by institutions, and training of teachers, the HECI is likely to overregulate and micromanage 

universities 

4 The proposal to empower the Centre to remove the HECI‘s chairperson and vice-chairperson for reasons including 

―moral turpitude‖ will curtail the regulator‘s autonomy, which in turn will impact the autonomy of universities 

5 Instead of allowing institutions to evolve over time based on their specific needs, focussing on homogeneous, one-

size-fits-all administrative models will go against the ethos of academic freedom, diversity, and knowledge production 
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6 The move to replace the UGC with the HECI points to the Centre‘s aim to restrict the role of the States in matters 

relating to education 

India‘s worries 

1. No Indian university figures among the world‘s top 500 

2. Despite being a country with a huge young population, higher education remains a privilege; many do not 

yet have access to it, mainly because it is not affordable 

3. Education is a continuum from lower to higher 

4. The quality of higher education is determined by the quality of lower education, which is extremely poor, 

and that should be our focus 

5. The number of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Muslims who have access to even basic education, 

let alone higher education, remains abysmal 

Way Forward 

1. Education must serve as a ladder for those in the lower rungs of society 

2. In India, there is no such ladder, and many children continue to lead a poor quality life with no access to 

education 

3. Including the excluded should be India‘s goal, and reservation and affirmative action are the way forward 
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

China eyes Indian pharma as U.S. trade turns cloudy 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 

 

● China is preparing to give swift regulatory approvals to India-manufactured drugs as Beijing looks for 

new commercial partners ahead of what could be a protracted trade war with the United States. 

● Indian firms are looking to fill gaps in Chinese demand for generic drugs, software, sugar and some 

varieties of rice. 

● No concrete deals have been signed but the outlook for pharmaceutical sales from India is positive. 

● Chinese authorities have issued instructions that EU-approved Indian suppliers should be granted the 

industrial drug licence in an expeditious manner so they can enter the Chinese market within six months. 

Statistics:- 

● India dominates the world‘s generic drugs market, exporting $17.3 billion of drugs in the 2017/18 (April-

March) year, including to the U.S. and the EU. 

● But only 1% of that went to China, the world‘s second-largest market for pharmaceuticals. 

● The EU is already one of India‘s key export markets for medicines and accounted for about 15% of 

overall drug exports in 2016/17. 

Significance 

● Swift regulatory approvals in China would allow Indian companies to boost revenue at a time when 

pricing scrutiny and regulatory troubles have hurt U.S. sales. 

● It will help India reduce its trade imbalance with China. 

Background 

● In the month of May, China exempted import tariffs on 28 drugs, including all cancer drugs. 

● China has been touting greater access to cancer drugs and pushing to lower prices in a bid to soothe a 

major social issue in the country, where traditionally many patients with serious illness have had to pay 

out of their pocket for cutting-edge drugs or have had to buy medicines through unapproved grey market 

channels. 

● China also lags far behind in terms of drug approvals versus developed markets. 
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NGT to hear pleas via videoconference 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY - Statutory, regulatory & various quasi-judicial bodies. 

To tackle staff shortage 

1. Due to non-availability of the members, petitioners from across the country with environmental concerns, 

have been forced to approach the principal Bench in Delhi. 

2. With no recent appointments to the regional Benches in Kolkata, Chennai, Pune and Bhopal, the NGT has 

been functioning with less than one-third of its sanctioned strength of 20 judicial and expert members. 

3. In a bid to tackle vacancies at the regional Benches of the National Green Tribunal (NGT), the green panel is 

set to start hearing matters of the other Benches via video conferencing. 

4. Once hearing through video conferencing begins, the disposal rates will hopefully improve. 

 

Preventing “denial of justice” 

1. Travelling to Delhi for every hearing is not a feasible solution and leads to huge financial loss. 

2. However, petitioners who are in a desperate situation have no other option but to approach the Principal 

Bench. This is an outright denial of justice. 

3. Even though video conferencing has its own limitations, through this people can probably get access to 

justice, even if for an interim period. 

National Green Tribunal 

1. The National Green Tribunal has been established in 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

2. It draws inspiration from India‘s constitutional provision of Article 21, which assures the citizens of India 

the right to a healthy environment. 

3. It aims for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation 

of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to the environment 

and giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected 

therewith or incidental thereto. 

4. It has Original Jurisdiction on matters of ―substantial question relating to environment‖ and & ―damage to 

the environment due to specific activity‖ (such as pollution). 

5. It follows principles of Natural Justice 

                                                                                                                          SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Year since Group of Ministers nod, draft national women‟s policy stuck 
GS PAPER -02 -GOVERNANCE - Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors & 

issues arising out of their design & implementation 

National Policy for Women pending approval 
 

1. This month marks a year since the draft National Policy for Women is pending approval of the government 

2. The policy, mooted by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, was passed with some modifications 

by the Group of Ministers in July 2017 
 

 

Changed perspective 

 

1. The draft policy is a revision of the first National Policy for Women, firmed up in 2001 

2. It marks a shift from the previous policy‘s view of women as welfare recipients to taking a rights-based 

approach 

3. The policy recommends for 33 per cent reservation for women in Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, and at least 

50 per cent quota in all local bodies 
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4. The provision for greater representation for women in the political arena was to be a significant part of such 

an approach to creating an enabling environment through affirmative action 

 

Key proposals 

 

1. The draft talks of promoting women‘s presence in all three branches of the government — the legislature, the 

executive, and the judiciary — as also in corporate boardrooms 

2. It mandates one-third reservation for women in the police force and also details the need to look at policies 

across all ministries through a gendered lens 

3. A key recommendation in the draft policy is making it mandatory for every ministry to maintain sex-

disaggregated data on all schemes and programmes 

4. Noting that India‘s data system has remained largely gender neutral, it states that for better policy formulation, 

data has to be disaggregated as per gender especially on issues concerning poverty, economic participation, 

violence, environment, health, education, governance, and media 

5. It also asked for qualitative data on the impact on men of policies regarding paternity leave, gender-based 

violence, and gender equality 

6. It focuses on emerging gender issues, such as those relating to single women, a segment that has grown by 39 

per cent between 2001 and 2011, or the growing incidence of cybercrime 

 

Implementation of the policy 

1. The policy was to be operationalised and its implementation monitored through an inter-ministerial committee 

headed by Women and Child Development (WCD) 

2. Similar state-level committees were to be set up, headed by the respective chief ministers 

 
                                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

 

Coming home to jail: on the Repatriation of Prisoners Act, 2003 
GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions & Bodies constituted for the protection & 

betterment of vulnerable sections 
 

Problems faced in the repatriation of Indian nationals 

1. Two cases of repatriation of Indian nationals, the first being 52-year-old Ismail Samma of Gujarat, and the 

second, of a sick 21-year-old, Jetendaera Arjanwara of Madhya Pradesh, highlights the tribulations of being 

imprisoned in a foreign prison 

2. Ismail‘s imprisonment in Karachi, Pakistan, came to light last January after being given up for dead for nine 

years by his family 

3. Jetendaera‘s case became known in May after five years of detention 

4. Both men had accidentally crossed the border with Pakistan and were sentenced for illegal entry 

5. They were detained well past their terms as a result of delayed consular attention and nationality verification 

 

Global conventions related to repatriation 

 

1. The right to return to one‘s home country is assured under Article 12(4) of the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights 

2. The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 1963, provides for information to consulate, consular 

protection and consultation upon arrest, detention and during trial in a foreign country including entitlement to 

travel documents 
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3. Similarly, the UN Model Agreement on the Transfer of Foreign Prisoners and Recommendations on the 

Treatment of Foreign Prisoners 1985, lays emphasis on the social rehabilitation of foreign prisoners through 

early repatriation to their home countries to serve their remaining sentence 

4. The legacy of transfer of sentenced prisoners lies in the post-war humanitarian exchange of prisoners of war 

and in two UN Conventions of 2004 (against transnational organised crime and against corruption) which 

have laid emphasis on the issue of inter-country transfer of prisoners 

5. Both anticipate, under Articles 17 and 45, respectively, that state parties may consider entering into bilateral 

or multilateral agreements for transfer to their territory of persons sentenced to imprisonment or other forms 

of deprivation of liberty for completion of their sentences 

Repatriation of Prisoners Act 

 

1. In consonance with these international humanitarian commitments, most countries have legislated on a 

Repatriation of Prisoners Act 

2. The transfer framework under the Act is premised on the principles that an offence committed abroad is also 

an offence in the home country and the sentence implemented upon transfer shall not be aggravated 

3. India legislated its Repatriation of Prisoners Act in 2003, which came into force on January 1, 2004 

4. The first part deals with the transfer of sentenced foreign national prisoners from India, while the second deals 

with the transfer of sentenced Indian nationals into India 

5. It explains the eligibility for transfer, the transfer process and obligations upon the transferring and receiving 

states with regard to consent, communication and custody of a prisoner 

6. Every sentenced foreign prisoner in an Indian prison and every Indian national in a prison abroad is 

technically eligible for repatriation to a prison in their home country under these conditions: 

 they are willing 

 have no pending appeals 

 the offence is not an offence under military law 

 the sentence is not a death sentence 

 they have at least six months of their sentence still left to serve, and 

 their transfer has the consent of both treaty countries 

 

Importance of act for India 

 

 The Act is significant for India which sees considerable outflow and inflow annually by blue- and white-collar 

workers, fishermen, students, stateless persons and other groups 

 Several come into conflict with the law 

 More than 2,095 Indian nationals (2017) were known to be sentenced abroad 

 They would be eligible for repatriation subject to nationality verification 

 

Implementation by India 

 

 India has taken steps for reciprocal transfers under the Act 

 It has developed a Standard Draft Agreement and signed 30 bilateral transfer agreements 

 It also entered into transfer arrangements with signatories of the Inter-American Convention on Serving 

Criminal Sentences Abroad and the Council of Europe‟s Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced 

Persons 

 

Status of repatriation 

 Between 2003 and March 2018, only 63 of 171 prisoner applicants abroad have been transferred to India 
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Way Forward 

 

 Effecting transfers under the Repatriation of Prisoners Act presents a win-win situation for India as it need not 

spend unduly on the housing of foreign national prisoners 

 It can also save the cost of providing consular services abroad by bringing back Indian prisoners 

 It can simultaneously satisfy the public expectation of bringing nationals home and the meeting of 

international humanitarian commitments 
                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Be cautious in shifting to DBT, RBI tells States 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Central bank‟s report details benefits, pre-conditions for implementation 

1. Acknowledging the problems that have been experienced by three Union Territories (UTs) in the 

implementation of direct benefit transfer (DBT) for food subsidy, the RBI has advised States that are planning 

to shift to cash transfer to be cautious while effecting the migration. 

2. As for the processes to be followed by States prior to DBT execution, the RBI has referred to certain pre-

conditions mentioned in the Central government‘s 2015 food subsidy rules. 

3. The pre-conditions include complete digitisation and de-duplication of the beneficiary database and seeding of 

bank account details and Aadhaar numbers in the digitised database. 

 

Problems outlined by RBI 

1. In its report on State finances, the RBI referred to problems such as inadequacy of transfers to maintain pre-

DBT consumption levels, insufficiency of last-mile delivery mechanisms and a weak grievance redressal 

system. 

2. At present, three UTs — Puducherry, Chandigarh and urban areas of the Dadra and Nagar Haveli — are 

implementing the mode of cash transfer. 

3. The beneficiaries have the choice of buying food grains from the open market. 

4. In view of complaints of the poor finding it difficult to get rice under the DBT, the Puducherry government, 

early this year, approached the Centre to permit it to revert to the old system of supplying rice. 

 

Benefits of DBT 

1. On the question of whether cash transfer is an alternative to the public distribution system (PDS), the RBI has 

stated that the cash transfer mode reduced the need for large physical movement of food grains. 

2. Further, given the wide inter-State and intra-State variations in food consumption habits, the DBT provides 

―greater autonomy‖ to beneficiaries to choose their consumption basket, apart from enhancing dietary 

diversity. 

3. Another reason for promoting the concept of DBT is to reduce the leakage in the PDS, as the Central 

government has to absorb a huge food subsidy bill under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) 

 
                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Faster visas for minorities from three nations 
GS PAPER -02 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Why In news 

● The Home Ministry has further liberalised the process for granting long-term visas (LTVs) to minorities from 

Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. 
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● One of the officials of MHA was arrested by the Rajasthan Anti-Corruption Bureau for allegedly extorting 

money from Pakistani Hindu migrants for their visa extension, visa transfer and grant of citizenship. 

 

Process of LTV 

● The Home Ministry has reduced the time limit for security clearance of applicants from 45 days to 21 days. 

● After an application reaches the central system, it‘s forwarded to three agencies for verification — the State 

government, the Intelligence Bureau and the Home Ministry. 

● The State government, through the local police, has to run a background check on the applicants who has 

applied for an LTV. If the State doesn‘t reply within 21 days, the system will log them out and the 

application will be deemed to be cleared. If in future, there is a security implication, the onus will be on the 

State government 

● Once the replies from all agencies are fed in the system, the application is automatically processed. 

● A Home Ministry official said that since 2011, nearly 30,000 Pakistanis had been granted LTVs and, 

currently, 1,500 such applications were pending. The LTVs are precursors to citizenship, based on the report 

given by the State governments. 

● The visa facility, first introduced in 2011 for persecuted Hindus from Pakistan in 2011, was further 

liberalised after the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government came to power in 2014. 

● The LTVs granted to Pakistani Hindus from 2011 to 2014 stood at 14,726. From January 1, 2015 to July 16 

this year, 15,244 LTVs were issued. 

● In 2015, the government granted concessions to Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Afghanistan nationals belonging 

to the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, Christian and Jain communities, who entered India on or before December 31, 

2014, in respect of their entry and stay in India without proper documents or after the expiry of relevant 

documents. 

● It also empowered revenue authorities in some States, not including Assam, to allow them to register 

properties and take up employment. 

 

Amendment Bill 

● The Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2015 that proposes citizenship to Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians 

and Buddhists from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who came to India before 2014 has hit a hurdle. 

● There has been strong resistance to the Bill in Assam as it seeks to grant citizenship to non-Muslims from 

Bangladesh. 

● Several political and civil groups in Assam have said that the Bill will pave the way for granting citizenship 

to illegal Hindu immigrants from Bangladesh in Assam in violation of the Assam Accord, 1985. 

● There have been no exact numbers of such minority refugees from these countries but officials put the 

figure at around 2 lakh Hindu and Sikh refugees from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan living in India. 

● There are 400 Pakistani Hindu refugee settlements in cities such as Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Bikaner and Jaipur. 

● Hindu refugees from Bangladesh mostly live in West Bengal and the northeastern States. 
                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

  

SC to decide if J&K police can book Army men 
GS PAPER -02 GOVERNACE  

Why In news 

● A legal tussle broke out between the Centre and Jammu and Kashmir on whether Army personnel stationed 

in the restive State can be prosecuted for their action taken in good faith. 

● The case pertains to the incident when Army personnel opened fire on a stone-throwing mob, killing some 

of them, in J&K‘s Shopian. 
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● Appearing before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, the State submitted it is the duty of a 

police officer to register an FIR if a cognisable offence has been committed, whether by an Army man or 

not. 

● The Centre countered that Section 7 of The Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act of 

1990 lays down that there would be no legal proceedings against Army men for acts done in the course of 

their duty. 

● The three-judge Bench decided to examine the question of law, which is significant as it would mean the 

court referring the issue to a Constitution Bench. 

● A PIL petition was filed by Vineet Dhanda against the ignominy suffered by Army personnel who are made 

to face criminal proceedings for doing their duty. 

● Senior advocate Shekhar Naphade, for Jammu & Kashmir, said the controversy is covered by the 

Constitution Bench decisions in the Naga People‘s Movement of Human Rights judgment of 1997 and the 

Lalita Kumari verdict of 2013. 

● The latter order held that registration of FIR is mandatory if a cognisable offence is disclosed. 

● The CJI said it was a pure question of law and scheduled a hearing for July 30. 
                                                                                                                                 SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 India, Iran pledge to maintain trade levels 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

● Indian and Iranian officials said they would ―maintain the momentum‖ of bilateral cooperation between 

them. 

○ Both sides reviewed and positively assessed the progress in implementation of decisions taken 

during President Rouhani‘s visit, especially for enhancing connectivity and strengthening 

cooperation in trade and economic issues and in the promotion of people-to-people exchanges. 

○ It was agreed to maintain the momentum of mutually beneficial multifaceted bilateral cooperation 

and exchanges between the two sides 

○ External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will also travel to Tehran for the next Joint Commission 

meeting in November. 

○ Both sides had discussed issues that have arisen over the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA). 

● The United States pulled out of the 6-nation JCPOA, and decided to reimpose sanctions on Iran. 

● U.S. is asking all countries including India to bring oil imports from Iran to zero. 

 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

● The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action known commonly as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal. 

● It is an agreement on the nuclear program of Iran reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015 between Iran, the 

P5+1 ( Germany), and the European Union. 

○ Under the agreement, Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its 

stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by about two-thirds the number of its gas 

centrifuges for 13 years. 

○ For the next 15 years, Iran will only enrich uranium up to 3.67%. Iran also agreed not to build any 

new heavy-water facilities for the same period of time. Uranium-enrichment activities will be 

limited to a single facility using first-generation centrifuges for 10 years. 

○ Other facilities will be converted to avoid proliferation 

○ To monitor and verify Iran‘s compliance with the agreement, the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) will have regular access to all Iranian nuclear facilities. 
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○ The agreement provides that in return for verifiably abiding by its commitments, Iran will receive 

relief from U.S., European Union, and United Nations Security Council nuclear-related economic 

sanctions. 

● On 8 May 2018, President Trump announced that the United States would withdraw from the agreement. 
                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

U.N. agrees first-ever global compact for migration 
GS PAPER 02 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS- Important International institutions, agencies & fora, their 

structure, mandate 
 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration” is underway 
For the first time ever, United Nations member states, except the U.S., have agreed on a deal to better manage 

international migration, address its challenges, strengthen migrant rights and contribute to sustainable development. 

1. The agreement will be formally adopted by world leaders in Morocco in December 2018. 

2. It held more than a year of discussions and consultations among member states, local officials, civil society 

and migrants themselves. 

3. It does not encourage migration, nor does it aim to stop it. It is not legally binding. 

4. This comprehensive framework comprises a range of objectives, actions and avenues for implementation, 

follow-up and review, all aimed at facilitating safe, orderly and regular migration while reducing the 

incidence and impact of irregular migration. 

 

The new horizon of multilateralism 

1. It reflects the shared understanding by governments that cross-border migration is an international 

phenomenon and that effective management of this global reality requires international cooperation to 

enhance its positive impact for all. 

2. It also recognises that every individual has the right to safety, dignity and protection. 

3. It does not dictate. And it fully respects the sovereignty of States. 

4. This compact demonstrates our ability to come together on issues that demand global collaboration, however 

complicated and contentious they may be. 

5. The implementation of the Compact will bring safety, order and economic progress to everyone‘s benefit. 

 
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Raja Mandala: India and Trump‟s world [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER  -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies & politics of developed & developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora 

 

America‟s changed international relations policy 

1. A day before he met Russian President Vladimir Putin in Helsinki, Trump put the European Union — whose 

members are some of America‘s oldest allies and friends — at the top of the list of America‘s foes 

2. His outburst against the EU might be shocking, but it is part of an emerging pattern 

3. Trump quarrelled with America‘s leading economic partners in the G-7 summit last month on issues relating 

to trade 

4. At the summit of the world‘s most powerful military alliance — the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 

Trump accused Germany of being ―totally controlled by Russia‖ 

5. Trump warned the NATO allies that if they did not contribute more to the collective defence burden, America 

would go its own way 
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Trump‟s list of political demolitions in Europe 

1. One is the so-called special relationship between America and Britain. For nearly a century, the Anglo-

American partnership has been the strongest bilateral relationship in the world 

2. Two, he is threatening to dismantle NATO, the world‘s most powerful military alliance 

3. Three, despite the huge resistance at home and in Europe, Trump seems determined to enhance the 

engagement with Putin‘s Russia 

4. Fourth, he is sustaining the pressure on EU and China to change the terms of economic engagement with the 

United States 

 

Impact of trump on India‟s diplomacy 

1. Trump is compelling India to rethink its longstanding foreign policy assumptions 

2. The consensus on economic globalisation and a relative harmony among the major powers — which defined 

the post Cold War era — is now breaking down 

3. The tensions between the US and Russia and Moscow‘s deepening embrace of Beijing have certainly created 

problems for India 

 

What‟s in store for India? 

1. As a late convert to economic globalisation, India will have much to lose, if the current trading order breaks 

down 

2. Claiming that it is ―WTO compliant‖ is a poor strategy when the big boys are changing the trading rules 

 

What does India need to do? 

1. Delhi needs a flexible negotiating strategy founded in a more ambitious internal reform agenda 

2. Equally important is the need for India to come to terms with Trump‘s deconstruction of the ―West‖ 

3. It is rarely that a dominant power seeks to overthrow the status quo 

4. Trump is doing precisely that in questioning the utility of the collective Western institutions built after the 

Second World War and demanding a re-arrangement of burdens and benefits between the US and its partners 

5. Delhi must avoid conflict with the powers with which it has serious disputes 

6. It also needs to lift self-imposed limits on security cooperation with the powers that are ready to boost India‘s 

material power 

 

Way Forward 

1. Through the 20th century, India‘s foreign policy has been shaped by the impulse to stand up against the West 

— initially against colonialism and later against Western security alliances 

2. In the 21st century, India‘s efforts to construct closer relations with the US, have been slowed by the 

presumed political centrality of retaining ―strategic autonomy‖ from the West 

3.  In these troubled times, transactional diplomacy, and not political posturing, holds the key to achieving 

India‘s ambitious national goals 
                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

RTI Bill to be placed in monsoon session 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency & accountability 

● The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2018, which proposes to give the Centre the power to set the 

tenure and salaries of State and Central Information Commissioners, will be introduced in the Lok Sabha 

in the monsoon session. 

● The current law gives Information Commissioners a tenure of five years and salaries which match those 

of Election Commissioners. 
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EC & CIC 

● The functions being carried out by the Election Commission of India and the central and state Information 

Commissions are totally different. 

● While the Election Commission is a constitutional body, the Information Commissions are statutory 

bodies, and their differing mandates mean that their status and service conditions need to be rationalised 

accordingly. 
 

Concerns 

● The Bill is being opposed by several Opposition political parties and RTI activists, who warn that the 

amendments will dilute the RTI law and compromise the independence of the Information Commissions. 

● This is simply a way of giving the Central government a greater grip on Information Commissioners, who 

have been giving orders which the government finds inconvenient. 

● The Centre usurping the power to decide the tenure and salaries of State Information Commissioners 

raises key issues of federalism. 

● The secrecy around the amendments has prevented any meaningful debate or public engagement with the 

proposed changes. 

● It‘s ironic that the process of amending a law meant to bring transparency itself lacks transparency. 
                                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Counter-drone strategy for airports ready 

GS PAPER - 02 - Statutory, regulatory & various quasi-judicial bodies 

Guidelines for drones 

1. The government is set to unveil a framework to regulate unmanned aircraft systems in the country 

2. The Ministry of Civil Aviation had released draft rules for unmanned aircraft systems in November last year 

and proposed to ban their operation within 5 km radius of an airport and 50 km from an international border 

 

BCAS to ensure implementation near airports 

1. Aviation security watchdog BCAS (Bureau of Civil Aviation Security) has finalised a strategy to neutralise 

drones near airports 

2. The strategy deals with drones operating near aerodromes as the body is mandated to ensure aviation security 

3. The Ministry of Home Affairs may prepare a separate plan to deal with drone attacks in sensitive zones such 

as Parliament 

 

Softkill approach to be used 

1. A ―soft kill‖ approach instead of a hard kill approach has been suggested because destroying a drone with a 

payload of explosives or biochemical will result in an attack and serve the purpose of their handlers 

2. The best approach is to entrap the drones and not destroy them. 
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BCAS (Bureau of Civil Aviation Security) 

1. The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security is an attached office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation of India 

2. BCAS is the regulatory authority for civil aviation security in India. It is headed by an officer of the rank of 

Director General  of Police  and is designated  as Commissioner of   Security (Civil Aviation) 

3. Commissioner of security (CA) is the appropriate authority for implementation of Annexure 17 to Chicago 

convention of International civil aviation organization (ICAO) 

4. Commissioner of security (CA) is responsible for the development, implementation and maintenance of the 

National Civil Aviation Security Programme 

5. The main responsibility of BCAS are laying down standards and measures in  respect of security of  civil 

flights  at International  and  domestic  airports in India 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

 Dark clouds over the RTI 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency & accountability 

Proposed amendments to RTI Act 

1. The government has struck another blow against transparency and accountability 

2. The legislative agenda of the monsoon session of Parliament says: ―To amend The Right to Information (RTI) 

Act 2005″ 

3. The RTI Act has been under constant threat of amendments 

4. At least two major attempts to amend the Act have been met with such strong popular resistance that the 

government of the day has had to back off 

No good intent 

1. Any amendment to the law should have been discussed before it went to the cabinet, as in the ―pre-legislative 

consultation policy‖ of the government of India 

2. Bureaucratic jargon such as ―consideration‖ is a euphemism for pushing the amendment through without due 

consideration of parliamentary processes 

3. There have been steps to steamroller legislative measures (in the garb of money Bills) that have destabilised 

access to information such as Aadhaar and electoral bonds 

4. Applications for information about amendments made under the RTI Act have been stonewalled and 

information denied 

 

Retracting from disclosure 

1. Amendments to the RTI rules that were put up for public feedback have reportedly been withdrawn after 

objections 

2. There have been reports that the proposed amendments seek to change the status of the information 

commissions 

 

RTI promotes transparency 

1. The spirit of the RTI law lies in not just the filing of an RTI application and getting an answer 

2. It actually mandates the replacement of a prevailing culture of secrecy with a culture of transparency 

3. Under Section 4(2) of the RTI Act, which has been poorly implemented, it says: ―It shall be a constant 

endeavour of every public authority to provide as much information suomotu to the public at regular intervals 

so that the public have minimum resort to the use of this Act to obtain information‖ 
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Way forward 

1. Since 2005, the RTI Act has helped transform the relationship between the citizen and government, dismantle 

illegitimate concentrations of power, legitimise the demand for answers, and assist people in changing 

centuries of feudal and colonial relationships 

2. Secret amendments to a law fashioned and used extensively are deeply suspect 

3. Any move to amend the RTI Act must involve public consultation   
                                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

EVs have the potential to fuel India‟s growth[EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Most Polluted cities are in India 

1. A recent report by the World Health Organization revealed that 14 of the 20 most polluted cities in the world 

are in India. 

2. Emissions from the transportation sector contributed significantly to India‘s pollution levels. 

3. As per the Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change‘s estimates, the sector emitted about 188 

MT of CO2 till 2010; road transport alone contributed to 87% of the emissions. 

 

Dependence on Oil Imports 

1. India‘s current oil import dependency is about 80%. 

2. According to the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell, diesel and petrol contribute to about 40% and 13% of 

oil consumption, respectively. 

3. The cell estimated, in 2014, that 70% of diesel and 100% of petrol demand was from transportation. 

Global Efforts for EVs 

1. Globally, there have been various efforts (including financial/non-financial incentives to end users) to 

promote EVs. 

2. Many countries have rallied towards the EV30@30 campaign, which aims for 30% sales share of EVs by 

2030. 

3. The Netherlands, Ireland and Norway are leading the way, aiming to achieve 100% EV sales in passenger 

light duty vehicles and buses by 2030. 

Indian Initiatives 

1. In India, initiatives such as the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) and Faster Adoption 

and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India (FAME India) are concerted efforts towards 

building an EV market. 

2. The procurement of over 500 electric buses by various state transport utilities is a testament to India‘s 

commitment. 

3. India is also taking steps towards building a sustainable EV ecosystem. 

4. The department of heavy industry, Bureau of Indian Standards, and the Automotive Research Association of 

India are working towards establishing various technical standards for design and manufacturing of EVs and 

electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) or charging infrastructure. 

 

Bengaluru Example is promising 

1. Enabling systematic adoption of EVs requires coordination among urban planning, transportation and power 

sectors. 

2. A study by the Center for Study of Science, Technology and Policy (CSTEP) arrived at suitable routes for 

e-buses in Bengaluru. 
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3. Upon analyzing the constraints posed by location and size of depots, schedule of buses and electrical loading 

of the distribution network, using a geographic information system platform and incentives and policy 

schemes to compare the total cost of ownership of electric and hybrid buses with that of diesel buses. 

4. It was found that around 164 routes were feasible for transitioning to EVs with minimal change in the system. 

 

India‟s vulnerabilities 

1. Power: Our electricity distribution grid assets are currently unable to handle large-scale EV energy 

requirements. 

2. Battery: On the material front, based on current knowledge, India has very little known reserves of lithium; 

we also import nickel, cobalt and battery-grade graphite, which are crucial components in battery 

manufacturing. 

3. Engine Equipments: Unavailability of rare earth materials used for making magnets for EV motors is another 

constraint. 

4. Know-How: On the technological front, we still lack sufficient technical know-how in lithium battery 

manufacturing. Other technological gaps include lack of semiconductor manufacturing facilities and controller 

design capabilities. 

 

Utilising strategic potential 

1. India should consider signing a memorandum of understanding with appropriate countries for a continuous 

supply of raw materials. 

2. Organizations like the International Solar Alliance (ISA), initiated by India and France, can play a 

significant role in facilitating such trade. 

3. For example, ISA member countries like Australia, Chile, Brazil, Ghana and Tanzania are rich in lithium 

reserves. 

4. Similarly, nations such as Congo, Madagascar, and Cuba can partner for the supply of cobalt; Burundi, Brazil, 

and Australia are rich in nickel reserves. 

 

Determination has a way 

1. In a welcome step, the Indian Space Research Organisation has expressed willingness to transfer its in-house 

technology non–exclusively to qualified production agencies. 

2. Further, the Central Electro Chemical Research Institute (Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu) and RAASI Solar Power 

Pvt. Ltd are expected to jointly start in-house lithium-ion battery manufacturing soon. 

3. These industries form the bedrock for manufacturing electronics for EVs; policies should bridge gaps that are 

hindering their growth. 

4. Despite these bottlenecks, there is merit in being ambitious about EVs. 
                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

Nobody Has An Exclusion Right Of Temple Right 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Temple entry rules in Kerela 

1. Rule 3 (b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965 allows a ―religious 

denomination‖ to ban entry of women between the age of 10 to 50. 

2. This discrimination is a violation of the rights to equality and gender justice. 

 

Supreme Court: No discrimination over Menstruation 

3. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said ―A woman is a creation of God, if you don‘t believe in God, then of nature. Why 

should this (menstruation) be a reason for exclusion for employment or worship or anything,‖ he said. 

4. He quoted Article 25 (1) which mandates freedom of conscience and the right to practise religion. 
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5. This means their right as a woman to pray is not even dependent on a legislation. It is the constitutional right. 

Nobody has an exclusionary right of entry to a temple, he observed. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                              

 
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

WCD ministry set to move cabinet to make child marriages invalid 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Mechanisms, laws, institutions & Bodies constituted for the protection & 

betterment of the vulnerable sections 

Child Marriages still Valid 

1. The WCD Ministry official said a draft cabinet note has been circulated that proposes to make child marriages 

―void ab initio‖ (invalid from the outset). 

2. The proposal of the ministry, if approved, would amend the law that allows child marriages to continue, 

despite an October 2017 Supreme Court ruling that ―sexual intercourse with a minor wife amounts to rape, as 

under no circumstance can a child below 18 years give consent, express or implied, for sexual intercourse‖. 

3. Currently, child marriages are valid in India, but can be annulled if a case is filed in a district court by either 

of the two contracting parties within two years of becoming an adult, or through a guardian in case of minors. 

4. The ministry seeks to amend section 3 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, under which a child marriage 

is only voidable at the option of the contracting parties. 

 

Current Scenario of Marriages 

1. The legal age for marriage in India is 18 for a woman and 21 for a man. 

2. According to a study based on Census 2011, there are 2.3 crore child brides in the country. 

3. The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 also showed that 26.8 per cent women were married off 

before they turned 18. 

4. According to the NFHS 2015-16, nearly eight per cent girls in the 15-19 age group had already become 

mothers or pregnant at the time of the survey. 

 

Vulnerabilities of child brides 

1. The WHO in a report dealing with the issue of child brides, found that though 11 per cent of the births 

worldwide are among adolescents, they account for 23 per cent of the overall burden of diseases. 

2. Therefore, a child bride is more than doubly prone to health problems than a grown up woman. 
                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 71 
 

Govt decides to withdraw contentious FRDI bill 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

FRDI Bill 

1. The government has decided to withdraw the contentious Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill 

2017, or FRDI Bill to avoid controversial legislation ahead of the 2019 general election. 

2. It was tabled in the Lok Sabha in August, following which it was referred to the joint parliamentary 

committee. The panel is due to submit its report on the last day of the ongoing monsoon session. 

3. The bill aims to limit the fallout of the failure of institutions such as banks, insurance companies, non-banking 

financial companies, pension funds and stock exchanges. 

4. However, some of its provisions have been termed anti-people and anti-poor by the opposition parties who 

have pointed out that people‘s money will be used to bail out banks that make bad lending decisions through a 

corresponding reduction in the claims of depositors. 

 

What is „Bail in‟ clause? 

1. A bail-in is rescuing a financial institution on the brink of failure by making its creditors and depositors take a 

loss on their holdings. 

2. A bail-in is the opposite of a bail-out, which involves the rescue of a financial institution by external parties, 

typically governments using taxpayer‘s money. 

 

Ambiguity over „bail-in‟ 

1. The bill has been criticized for some of its controversial provisions, including a ―bail-in‖ clause, which 

suggests that depositor money could be used by failing financial institutions to stay afloat. 

2. The lack of clarity over protecting existing levels of deposit insurance for smaller deposits also led to a lot of 

criticism. 

3. At present, deposit insurance is available for all deposits of up to 1 lakh but there was no clarity on whether it 

will be continued in the bill. 

4. The decision to withdraw the bill comes as a surprise because the government has been vociferously 

defending the provisions of the bill by pointing out that the bail-in clause will not adversely impact depositors. 

5. The government had maintained that the implicit sovereign guarantee for state-run banks remains unaffected. 
                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

 

Explaining the Fugitive Economic Offenders Ordinance[EDITORIAL/OPINION] 
GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Who is a fugitive economic offender? 

1. Under the Fugitive Economic Offenders Ordinance, promulgated by the President in April, a fugitive 

economic offender is any individual against whom a warrant for arrest in relation to a scheduled offence has 

been issued by any court in India and who has either left India to avoid criminal prosecution, or who, being 

abroad, refuses to return to India to face criminal prosecution. 

2. The list of offences that can qualify an individual to be designated an economic offender, enumerated in the 

schedule to the Ordinance, includes offences under several Acts such as: 

● Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881; 

● Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934; 

● Central Excise Act, 1944; 

● Customs Act, 1962; 

● Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act, 1988; 

● Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002; and 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 72 
 

● Indian Penal Code. 

 

What happens if a person is designated a fugitive economic offender? 

1. If the special court is satisfied that an individual is a fugitive economic offender, it can direct the Central 

government to confiscate the proceeds of the crime in India or abroad, whether or not such property is owned 

by the fugitive economic offender, and any other property or benami property in India or abroad that is owned 

by the fugitive economic offender. 

2. While the confiscation of property within India should not be a problem for the Centre, confiscating properties 

abroad will require the cooperation of the respective country. 

3. The fugitive economic offender will also be disqualified from accessing the Indian judicial system for any 

civil cases. 

 

On whom does the burden of proof lie? 

In keeping with the principle of ‗innocent until proven guilty‘, the burden of proof for establishing that an individual is 

a fugitive economic offender or that certain property is part of the proceeds of a crime is on the Director appointed to 

file an application seeking fugitive economic offender status.  
                                                                                                        SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Samagra Shiksha Scheme 

GS PAPER 02 – GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Samagra Shiksha Scheme 

1. The Department of School Education and Literacy (MoHRD) has formulated the Samagra Shiksha – an 

Integrated Scheme for School Education as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme and it is being implemented 

throughout the country with effect from the year 2018-19. 

2. This programme subsumes the three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

3. It is an overarching programme for the school education sector extending from pre-school to class XII and 

aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education. 

4. It envisages the „school‟ as a continuum from pre-school, primary, upper primary, secondary to senior 

secondary levels.  

5. The major interventions, across all levels of school education, under the scheme, are: 

● Universal Access including Infrastructure Development and Retention; 

● Gender and Equity, Inclusive Education; 

● Financial support for Teacher Salary; 

● Digital initiatives; 

● Entitlements under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 including uniforms, 

textbooks etc.; 

● Pre-school, Vocational and Sports and Physical Education; 

● Strengthening of Teacher Education and Training; 

● Monitoring and Programme Management. 

The main emphasis of the Scheme is on improving the quality of school education and the strategy for all 

interventions would be to enhance the Learning Outcomes at all levels of schooling. 

Some of the major features include: 

1. Holistic Approach: Treat school education holistically as a continuum from Pre-school to Class 12 

2. Quality Education: Capacity building of teachers in the online and offline mode as well as the strengthening of 

Teacher Education Institutions SCERT/DIET/BRC/CRC/CTEs/IASEs. 
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3. Digital Education: Support ‗Operation Digital Board‘ in all secondary schools over a period of 5 years, which will 

revolutionize education- easy to understand, technology-based learning classrooms will become flipped 

classrooms. 

4. Swachhata Initiatives: Specific provision for Swachhta activities – support ‗Swachh Vidyalaya‘ 

5. Girls Education: Upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBY) from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12. And 

Stipend for CWSN girls to be provided from Classes I to XII. – earlier only IX to XII. 

6. Skill Enhancement: Vocational education which was limited to Class 9-12, to be started from class 6 as integrated 

with the curriculum and to be made more practical and industry oriented. 

7. Physical Education: Every school will receive sports equipments under the scheme to inculcate and emphasize the 

relevance of sports in the school curriculum 

8. Promoting Regional Balances: Preference to Educationally Backward Blocks (EBBs), LWEs, Special Focus 

Districts (SFDs), Border areas and the 115 aspirational districts identified by Niti Aayog 
                                                                                                                                                                           SOURCE :- PIB 

 

National Resource Centres (NRCs) for preparing online training material 
GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

The Government has proposed to set up National Resource Centres (NRCs). 

National Resource Centres 

● Aim: to prepare online training material with a focus on the latest developments in the discipline, new & emerging 

trends, pedagogical improvements and methodologies for transacting revised curriculum. 

● Under this initiative, all in-service teachers, irrespective of their subject and seniority have an enabling opportunity to 

keep updated on the latest developments in their disciplines through the technology-based online refresher course, 

through SWAYAM platform. 

● In the first phase, 75 discipline-specific National Resource Centres have been identified, under the Ministry‘s Pandit 

Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT) located in *all premier 

central and state governments Institutes covering all the disciplines. 

                                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- PIB 

 

BRICS news portal soon 
GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies their structure, 

mandate.  

● A decision to establish a BRICS Media Academy and a BRICS news portal were among those taken at the 2018 

BRICS Media Forum at Cape Town in South Africa. 

● The Forum, a high-level dialogue among media organisations from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa, was held over two days under the theme — ‗Fostering an Inclusive, Just World Order‘. 

● The Forum, which opened on former South African President Nelson Mandela‘s 100th birth anniversary on July 

18, unanimously agreed to adopt the Cape Town Declaration 2018. 

● It pledged to strive to create a media landscape that upholds the integrity of news that is created and shared 

through the BRICS nations. 

● It also committed itself to limit the spread and effect of fake news and increase people-to-people exchanges 

between journalists and others employed in the media. 
                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/395-244/south-africa/?utm=bodytag
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Rent-a-lab‟ policy to bring revenues to institutions 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Scientific Research Infrastructure Management and Networks (SRIMAN) 

1. The government has proposed a new policy that could transform scientific instruments in government labs into 

lucrative assets generating a steady rental income. 

2. It plans to hire out to researchers all lab equipment that cost more than ₹10 lakh. This would also reduce the amount 

of time such expensive instruments remain idle. 

3. Aim: To promote ease of access, sharing and monitoring, the granting agencies will henceforth tabulate and put all 

equipments funded by it costing more than ₹10 lakh on the Internet, to be accessed by researchers. 

 
                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Fear over proposed tourist centre close to Buddhist site in AP 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE  

● The inauguration of a plaque and the laying of a foundation stone for the construction of a tourist amenities 

centre close to the second century BCE Buddhist site at Thotlakonda in Visakhapatnam, has worried heritage 

conservationists and members of Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). The 

proposed centre includes an amphitheatre, rest rooms and information centre. 

● The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) demarcated about seven acres consisting of the stupa area as the 

core area and fenced it. The agency also fenced another 120 acres as protected area. 

● The conservationists contend that the new buildings are not only coming up within the protected 120 acres 

but just about 40 metres from the core area. 

 

2016 HIGH COURT ORDER:- 

● In 2016, the AP High Court had passed an order stating that ‗Pending further orders, no construction or 

development activity of any sort shall be permitted within the boundaries of the ancient site of Thotlakonda 

as detailed in the GO 627 of 1978. 

● The court order clearly indicates that no construction activity should be taken up on the entire hill, as it is 

declared as protected area. ―We want tourism to develop, but not at the cost of destruction of protected 

areas,‖  

○ The organisation had no objections to construction beyond the protected area. 

 
                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Kerala ranked best-governed state by Public Affairs Centre 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

PERFORMANCE OF STATES:- 

● Kerala has been ranked the best-governed state for the third consecutive year by the Public Affairs Centre 

(PAC) in its Public Affairs Index. 

● Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Karnataka and Gujarat followed Kerala among the top five states delivering good 

governance, according to the report. 

● Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Bihar ranked the lowest on the PAI, indicating higher social and economic 

inequalities in the states. 

● Among smaller states (with a population less than two crores), Himachal Pradesh topped the list, followed by 

Goa, Mizoram, Sikkim and Tripura which figured among the top five states with good governance. 

● Nagaland, Manipur and Meghalaya were ranked at the bottom of the index among small states. 
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Kerala leads 

Kerala, according to the think tank, has emerged first overall among 30 States in the country, with a top ranking in 

four of the 10 parameters for big States. 

1. These include essential infrastructure, support to human development, women and child development and a child-

friendly approach. 

2. While the theme on essential infrastructure includes power, water, roads and communication and housing, that on 

support to human development covers education and health. 

 

Other Indices 

This year‘s PAI also included a separate index on the children of India, giving a measure of how child-friendly each of 

the states is. 

1. Kerala, Himachal Pradesh and Mizoram topped the index on being the states to provide better living conditions 

for all children. 

Public affairs Index 2018 

● The index provides a multi-dimensional and comprehensive matrix that attempts to capture the 

complexities of governing the plural and diverse people of this sub-continent. 

● It is conducted by the Public Affairs Centre, a Bengaluru-based think tank. 

● The think tank has undertaken the study across all the Indian states considering them across 10 themes 

such as essential infrastructure, support to human development, social protection, women and children as 

well as law and order. 

● The states were divided into two categories — large and small — on the basis of their population. States 

with more than two crore population were considered large. 

● PAI 2018 comprises 10 broad themes, 30 focus subjects and 100 indicators as well as a special chapter on 

the children of India relying solely upon government data and no private data sources that may be 

interpreted as ―biased‖. 

                                                                                                                              
SOURCE :-  INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Army to get artillery guns from September 
GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

● From September, the Army will be inducting two types of artillery guns into its arsenal. These will be 

the first induction of heavy artillery since the Swedish Bofors guns imported in the 1980s. 

● The Army will start taking delivery of the K9 Vajra-T tracked self-propelled artillery guns from South 

Korea in September 

● The first regiment of 18 guns is expected to be ready by the third quarter of 2019. 

● At the same time, it will also receive four M777 ultra-light howitzers from the U.S. 
 

K9 Vajra-T from South Korea:-  

● K9 Vajra-T is a 155-mm, 52-calibre self-propelled artillery gun  

● Maximum range of 40 km 

● Customised from the original K9 Thunder gun.  

● The fire control system has been customised for desert conditions to the requirements of the Army. 
 

Four M777 ultra-light howitzers from the U.S.:- 

● 155-mm, 39-calibre towed artillery gun and weighs just four tonnes. 

○  Making it transportable under slung from helicopters. 
                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
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Niti Aayog nod to panel for denotified, semi-nomadic, nomadic tribes 

GS PAPER 02 - GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions & Bodies constituted for the protection & 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

A permanent commission for vulnerable tribes 

1. The NITI Aayog has backed a proposal by a panel constituted by the Ministry of Social justice and 

Empowerment to set up a permanent commission for Denotified (DNT), Semi-Nomadic (SNT), and 

Nomadic Tribes (NT) 

2. NITI Aayog has also offered to set up a working group to come up with policy suggestions on many issues of 

the communities found by the ministry panel to be the ―most deprived‖ 

3. The ministry has set up a panel under Bhiku Ramji Idate on DNT, SNT, and NT communities 
 

Recommendations of Idate Panel 

The Idate Commission said such a permanent commission should have a prominent community leader as its 

chairperson, and a senior Union government bureaucrat, an anthropologist, and a sociologist as members 

1. Some of the major recommendations of the panel include 

a. granting Constitutional protection to these communities under a separate third schedule after Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes, 

b. making them eligible for reservation 

c. extending the protective cover of Prevention of Atrocities Act to them 

Denotified, Semi-Nomadic and Nomadic Tribes 

1. Denotified tribes are those that were labelled as criminals through a legislation by the British government and 

were denotified post-independence 

2. The Nomadic tribes maintain constant geographical mobility 

3. Semi-nomads are those who are on the move but return to fixed habitation once a year, mainly for 

occupational reasons 

4. The DNT, NT, SNT communities have been identified as the most marginalised by several commissions set 

up since Independence 

5. From these communities 90 percent or more members are landless 

 

Union Home Minister launches the Student Police Cadet (SPC) Programme 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Nationwide Students Police Cadet (SPC) Programme 

The Union Home Minister launched the Student Police Cadet (SPC) programme for nationwide implementation at a 

ceremony in Gurugram, Haryana. 

Aim: SPC targets to lead a silent revolution by focusing on character building by imparting moral values to budding 

minds of children in higher school. 

Particulars of the Programme 

1. The SPC programme focuses on students of Classes 8 & 9 and special care has been taken to ensure that it 

does not lead to increase in the workload of the students. 

2. The programme does not have any prescribed textbook nor is any exam envisaged. Only one class in a 

month is proposed. 

3. The programme seeks to cover broadly two kinds of topics, – crime prevention and control; and values 

and ethics. 
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Other Provisions 

 The SPC programme would help in making students responsible citizens by inculcating values of respect to 

the elderly, discipline, social responsibility and through police-student interaction. 

 It will provide a healthy interface between schools and police peace and inculcate in the students aspects of 

public safety, discipline, patience, tolerance, empathy, respect of senior citizens, social harmony, traffic sense 

and a corruption-free environment. 

 SPC project will also help the police assess their image in the public eye and strive for improving confidence 

and winning trust of the people. SPC initially will be launched as pilot programme in all States and Union 

Territories. 
                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- PIB 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Khelo India Talent Identification & Development Scheme 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Scholarship for Athletes 

1. Following the successful conduct of the Khelo India School Games, Sports Authority of India (SAI) took 

another significant step towards the development of sports. 

2. It cleared 734 players for a scholarship programme under Khelo India Talent Identification and 

Development scheme. 

3. A talent identification committee was formed comprising Arjuna Awardees and Dronacharya Awardees to 

shortlist and proposes the names of the beneficiaries to the High Powered Committee. 

 
                                              SOURCE :- PIB 

  

New rules to allow appeals on NRC 
GS PAPER -02 POLITY - CITIZENSHIP 

● The Centre is all set to amend the rules that would enable residents whose names don‘t feature in the 

National Register of Citizens (NRC) to file an appeal before the Foreigners Tribunals in Assam. 

● A senior Home Ministry official explained that amendments will be made to the rules in the Foreigners 

Tribunal Order, 1964 as under the existing law only State or Police could move the Tribunal against a 

person suspected to be illegally staying in Assam. 

● As the National Register of Citizens process is in an advanced stage, we have to think of people whose 

names don‘t appear even in the final list. 

● Remedies will have to be extended to such people. Under the changed rules, such subjects could 

themselves move the Foreigners Tribunals and present their case that they are not staying illegally. There 

are 100 Foreigners Tribunals functioning in Assam. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Medical tourists flocking to India 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations 

● A rare combination of advanced facilities, skilled doctors, and low cost of treatment has made India a popular 

hub of medical tourism, attracting a large number of foreign patients every year. The total number of such 

visitors in 2017 was 4.95 lakh, Minister of State for Tourism (Independent Charge) K.J. Alphons, said in a 

written reply to the Lok Sabha. 

● This number had stood at around 2.34 lakh in 2015, and 4.27 lakh in 2016. 
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● Bangladesh and Afghanistan continued to be the top countries from where the maximum number foreign 

tourist arrivals (for medical purpose) was seen. In 2017, about 2.21 lakh tourists from Bangladesh are 

estimated to have come to India for medical reasons, compared to 1.20 lakh in 2015 and 2.10 lakh in 2016. 

 

Growing numbers 

● Likewise, the number of medical tourists from Afghanistan stood at 27,505 in 2015 and 61,231 in 2016. The 

number declined to 55,681 in 2017. Other countries from where large numbers of medical tourists came to 

India include Iraq, Oman, Maldives, Yemen, Uzbekistan and Sudan. 

● Asked about the foreign exchange earned (FEE) from medical tourism, the Minister said the data was not 

separately available. ―However, the provisional estimates of the total FEE through medical tourism during 

2015, 2016 and 2017 were 1,35,193 crore, 1,54,146 crore, and 1,77,874 crore, respectively,‖ he said. 

● The NITI Aayog has identified medical value travel as a major source of foreign exchange earnings. 
                                                                                                                         SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

Karnataka sees 300% jump in FDI inflows, T.N. rebounds 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

● Karnataka registered the biggest increase in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) last year, as inflows from overseas 

jumped 300% in the 12 months ended March 2018. 

● Tamil Nadu too saw a rebound reversing a slowdown in the preceding period, while Gujarat, Maharashtra and 

Andhra Pradesh all saw a drop in FDI inflows, data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) presented in 

Parliament show. 

● While Karnataka received $8.58 billion in 2017/18, a sharp increase from the $2.13 billion in the previous 

fiscal. 

● Tamil Nadu netted $3.47 billion, a 56% increase from the $2.22 billion in the prior period, as the State appeared 

to buck concerns about the investment climate. Investment had halved in 2016/17 from the previous 12 months 

($4.53 billion) in an election year that also saw some political uncertainty in the wake of then Chief Minister J. 

Jayalalithaa‘s hospitalisation and demise. 

● Other major States Maharashtra, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh saw a dip in FDI inflows. 

● There was no way to assess whether the inflows were helping a State in its development efforts. 

● Overall, sector-wise data show that computer software and hardware gained from a 68% jump in FDI last year 

to $6.15 billion. 

● Interestingly, the services sector, which comprises finance, banking, insurance and outsourcing among others, 

remained the top recipient of FDI despite seeing a 23% decline in inflows at $6.71 billion. 
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                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

CJI‟s courtroom can go live first 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - e - governance, transparency & accountability and institutional and other 

measures. 

● The government told the Supreme Court that live-streaming of court proceedings should start with the 

Chief Justice of India‘s courtroom. 

● It said live-streaming should be initially restricted to constitutional issues decided by the top judge. 

● In an earlier hearing, the Supreme Court had said it was ready to go live on camera, while the government 

had mooted a separate TV channel for live-streaming court proceedings. 

● The court had referred to live-streaming as an extension of the ―open court‖ system allowing the public to 

walk in and watch the court proceedings. 

● Chief Justice Misra had said live-streaming would help litigants conveniently follow the court 

proceedings and assess their lawyers‘ performance. 

● People from far-flung States did not have to travel all the way to the national capital for a day‘s hearing. 

Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal agreed that live-streaming would keep a check on the lawyers‘ 

conduct. 

● Indira Jaising, senior advocate who filed the petition in the Supreme Court in person, said agreements 

with broadcasters should be on a non-commercial basis. 

                                                                                                                       Source :- The Hindu  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 PM in Africa amid a fall in trade 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will encounter challenges of Chinese competition as well as declining Indian trade and 

investment figures on his three nation, five-day tour to Africa, part of what officials called an unprecedented 

engagement with the continent by his government. 
 

High-level visits 

● Despite the ramping up of high-level visits, various studies and statistics show that Indian interest in the 

Africa growth story has not kept pace, and even declined through most of the period. The greatest slump 

appears to have been in investment figures. 

● According to the ―World Investment Report for 2018‖, issued by the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD), Indian FDI in Africa in 2016-17 at $14 billion was even lower than it was 

in 2011-12 at $16 billion. 

● In fact, with the exception of the 2015 figures, which jumped due to a single investment of $2.6 billion by 

ONGC Videsh Ltd. for a stake in the Rovuma gas field of Mozambique in 2014, Indian investment in 

Africa has steadily decreased year-on-year since 2014. 
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● While one of the issues has been the investment climate in African countries itself, which has seen FDI 

flows drop 21% in 2016-17 according to UNCTAD, India is the only one of the big investors in Africa to 

have reduced its investment. 

● China, for example, increased from 2011-12, when its investment levels were identical to India‘s at $16 

billion, to a massive $40 billion in 2016-17. 
 

Narrow focus 

● A similar slump both in actual and comparative terms has been seen in India-Africa trade figures from 

2013 to 2017, when export and import figures fell from $67.84 billion to $51.96 billion. 

● The China-Africa bilateral trade, in comparison, has hovered around the $170 billion mark. In 2017-18, 

where only April-October figures have been released, the figure was $34.65 billion, indicating this year 

may finally see an increase. 

● One of India‘s biggest problems has been its concentration on East African trade and investment 

opportunities, as well as a dependence on petroleum and LNG, say experts. India‘s exports to African 

countries have also been dominated by petroleum products, and a diversification is needed to broaden 

economic engagement. 
                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

Iran becomes India‟s No. 2 oil supplier 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 

Surge in oil imports from Iran 

1. Iran was the second-biggest oil supplier to Indian state refiners between April and June 

2. India is Iran‘s top oil client after China 

 

Import curbs last year 

1. State refiners, accounting for about 60% of India‘s 5 million bpd refining capacity, had curbed imports from 

Iran last year 

2. This was done in protest against Tehran‘s move to grant development rights for the giant Farzad B gas field to 

other parties 

 

Why this surge now? 

1. Iran has offered almost free shipping and extended credit period on oil sales 

 

Impact of sanctions on Iran 

1. India and other major buyers of Iranian oil are under pressure to cut imports from the country after 

Washington in May withdrew from a 2005 nuclear deal with Tehran and decided to reimpose sanctions on the 

OPEC member 

2. The first set of sanctions will take effect on August 6 and the rest, notably in the petroleum sector, following a 

180-day ‖wind-down period‖ ending November 4 

3. This might force India to look for other alternatives which may result in increased oil prices 
                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources 

 

 

The Government has successfully launched Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0. 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 

1. Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a flagship programme of the Ministry of HRD, which aims to link the Higher 

Education Institutions with a set of at least 5 villages so that these institutions can contribute to the economic 

and social betterment of these village communities using their knowledge base. 

2. It is a significant initiative where all Higher Learning Institutes have been involved for participation in 

development activities, particularly in rural areas. 

3. It also aims to create a virtuous cycle between the society and an inclusive university system, with the latter 

providing knowledge base; practices for emerging livelihoods and to upgrade the capabilities of both the 

public and private sectors. 

4. Currently, 748 Institutions are participating under the scheme. 

 

The objective of the scheme is: 

● To engage the faculty and students of Higher Educational Institutions in understanding rural realities; 

● Identify and select existing innovative technologies, enable customization of technologies, or devise 

implementation methods for innovative solutions, as required by people; and 

● To allow Higher Educational Institutions to contribute to devising systems for smooth implementation 

of various Government Programs. 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 

● This is an HRD Ministry initiative launched in 2014 with the two-fold aim to provide rural India with 

professional resource support from institutes of higher education in the field of STEM 

● And Building institutional capacity in Institutes of higher education in research & training relevant to the needs 

of rural India 

● This programme will be launched in collaboration with the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), Indian 

Institutes of Science Education &amp; Research (IISERs) and the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) 

throughout the country 

● Each IIT/NIT/IISER will identify 10 villages in its neighbourhood and work out technologies to solve the most 
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pressing issues of the region 

● Various teams from these institutes will visit the villages, identify problems and then aim to find financially-

viable schemes. 

                                                                                                                                         

SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Study in India‟ Programme to make India an educational hub for foreign students 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Study in India‟ Programme 

1. To facilitate Internationalization of Higher Education in India, a Programme viz. ‗Study in India‘ has been 

launched. 

2. EdCIL(India) Limited is the implementing agency for the Programme. 

 

Objectives are: 

● to make India an education hub for foreign students; 

● improve the soft power of India with focus on the neighbouring countries and use it as a tool in diplomacy; 

● to rapidly increase the inflow of inbound International Students in India through a systematic brand-building, 

marketing, social media and digital marketing campaigns; 

● to increase India‘s market share of global education exports; 

● improvement in the overall quality of higher education; 

● to reduce the export-import imbalance in the number of international students; 

● growth in India‘s global market share of International students; and 

● increase in global ranking of India etc. 

 

Provisions of the SIP     

1. The programme focuses on International students from select 30 countries across South-East Asia, Middle 

East and Africa for a period of two years i.e. for the academic years 2018-19 and 2019-20. 
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2. It envisages participation of select reputed Indian institutes/universities by way of offering seats for the 

International students at affordable rates. 

3. This Programme does not offer any Scholarships, however, fee waivers to meritorious foreign students 

ranging from 100% to 25% are offered. 

4. A centralised admission web-portal (https://studyinindia.gov.in/) acts as a single window for the admission of 

foreign students. 
                                                                                                                                                                           SOURCE :- PIB 

 

The art of writing a judgment [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization & functioning of the Executive & the Judiciary 

Lengthy judgments from Judiciary 

1. The fate of the governance of the National Capital Territory of Delhi was decided earlier this month by the 

Supreme Court 

2. But one had to pore over 500 pages of widely awaited judgment in order to understand the demarcation of 

powers between the Lieutenant Governor and the elected government 

3. It was yet another reminder about the need for crisp and on-message judgments 

 

The need of crisp judgments 

1. First, erroneously drafted judgments run into pages and state the same point repeatedly 

2. Second, insensitive comments made in judgments can tarnish the quality of pronouncements 

3. Third, several judgments do not record submissions or issues raised by both parties, which often results in a 

reader being unable to make out the link between the legal provisions used to arrive at a judgment and the 

facts to which they are applied 

4. Lastly, in most judgments, a uniform structure (recording of facts, issues, submissions and then reaching the 

decision) is lacking 

 

What can be done? 

1. Judicial academies play a significant role in equipping trainee judges to deliver lean, to-the-point judgments 

2. As judgment writing is one of the most requisite skills that a judge should possess, there has to be focussed 

training in this area 

3. To eliminate bias, training sessions could have diverse socio-economic scenarios which would also help 

trainee judges apply theories 

4. There can be variations of the same case scenario and the facts that are likely to induce value judgments 

5. Evaluation and a full class discussion must follow 

6. Another useful exercise is in re-writing judgments, particularly those that are difficult to understand due to a 

seeming lack of structure 

7. Trainee judges can be asked to identify structural lapses and rework them 

8. Judicial training must lay emphasis on the need for concise and reasoned judgments 

 

Attempts in this direction 

1. The attempt towards improving judgment quality (in the form of training sessions on judgment writing 

conducted by judicial academies) appears to be ineffective 

2. Several judgments in lower and higher courts continue to remain verbose 

3. Judges-in-training do not go to areas of law or management that they want to be trained in and a generic 

syllabus is thrust upon them 

4. The pedagogical methodology of training is classroom-like, with little or no post-training evaluation 
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Way Forward 

1. Judicial academies must focus on practical-based training 

2. In the interim, higher courts and also the Supreme Court must consider summarising the crux of lengthy 

decisions into a separate official document 

3. Judicial decisions are the law of the land and if the law is unclear, it becomes increasingly difficult to follow 

or enforce them 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Raja Mandala: Trailing China [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  Effect of policies & politics of developed & developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora 

 

PM Modi‟s Africa visit 

1. By the time PM Modi lands in Kigali, Rwanda on the first hop of his tour, China‘s president Xi Jinping would 

have completed his trip to the central African nation 

2. Defence diplomacy is certainly a part of Modi‘s agenda 

3. In Kigali, Modi is expected to preside over the signing of a broad agreement for bilateral defence cooperation 

4. While Delhi struggles to meet the growing demand in Africa for security cooperation, Beijing, a latecomer in 

this business, is racing ahead 

 

Beijing‟s stride in defence agreements in Africa 

1. China‘s military diplomacy culminated recently in a fortnight-long China-Africa Defence and Security Forum 

in Beijing that saw senior military leaders from 50 nations across the continent in attendance 

2. At the forum, China promised ―comprehensive support‖ for the modernisation of the armed forces of African 

nations 

3. This support includes the supply of new technologies as well as lending personnel and strategic advice 

4. According to the Stockholm Institute of Peace Research, China‘s arms exports to Africa have increased 55 per 

cent during the period 2013-17 in comparison to the preceding five years 

 

China‟s strategy: Being Cost effective & Cooperative 

1. China does not boast of high-quality conventional weapons, its military gear is seen as quite cost-effective in 

Africa 

2. China has, over the last decade, ramped up its role in the peacekeeping missions in the African continent 

3. China has offered $100 million in grant aid to establish an African Rapid Response Force to cope with 

regional crises 

4. Besides the traditional areas of military security, Beijing has taken big steps towards cooperation with the 

African governments on internal security, including in the areas of countering terrorism and money 

laundering 

5. Strengthening domestic police forces has become an important element of China‘s security strategy in Africa 

6. Beijing has also begun to invest considerable energy into what is being called ―law-enforcement diplomacy‖ 

 

Sharing new technologies 

1. China is also exporting artificial intelligence software that is boosting the surveillance capabilities of the 

African states through the use of such new technologies as facial recognition 

2. Beijing is now eager to export this technology to Africa‘s security establishments 

3. Beijing collaboration with Africa on AI is mutually beneficial: It will promote social and political stability in 

Africa while improving the performance of China‘s algorithms 
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What can India do? 

1. Almost all of the African leaders who came to the Third India-Africa Summit in October 2015 sought greater 

defence engagement with India 

2. But the gap between Delhi‘s promise and performance on defence diplomacy continues to grow 

3. India does not have much of a defence industrial base to enter the African arms bazaar 

4. But India‘s military training facilities have always been attractive to other developing countries, including 

those in Africa 

5.  India has seen African peacekeeping in narrow diplomatic terms, for example in reinforcing its claims for a 

permanent seat in the UN Security Council 

6. India can‘t match the massive resources that China deploys in the continent. But it does not mean Delhi can 

continue to ignore its responsibility to put India‘s defence diplomacy in Africa and beyond 
                                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Girinka 

GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  India and its neighborhood- relations.  

● It is a flagship programme of the government of Rwanda. 

● The Girinka (meaning ‗May you have a cow‘) programme started in 2006 to provide one cow to every 

poor family for their nutritional and financial Security. 

● In addition, it serves as a source of soil nutrients via manure to assist in small-scale cropping activity. 

● It is helping to transform rural livelihoods and address poverty alleviation. 

● The programme was set up with the central aim of reducing child nutrition rates and increasing household 

incomes of poor farmers. 

Context 

 The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, donated 200 cows to residents in Rweru model village in Bugesera 

District, Eastern Province as part of Girinka (one-Cow-per-Poor-Family) programme which he described as the 

perfect tool for social bonding in communities across the country. 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Parliament gives nod to Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency & accountability 

 

 
 

Provisions of the Bill 

1. The Lok Sabha passed the Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill, 2018 that seeks to punish bribe-givers 

and bribe-takers. 

2. The Bill provides for jail terms of three to seven years, besides fine, to those convicted of taking or giving 

bribes to public officials. 

3. The Bill also extends the ambit of public servants who will be protected by the provision of a prior 

government sanction for prosecution. 

Safeguards incorporated for Honest Officers 

1. Safeguards had been provided to ensure that honest officers were not intimidated by false complaints. 
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2. In a departure from the earlier anti-corruption law, the current law makes a distinction between collusive bribe 

givers and those who are forced to give. 

3. In such cases, the Bill seeks to protect those who report the matter within seven days. 

4. The amendments propose that a police officer will now have to take prior permission from appropriate 

authorities while pursuing cases against all public servants. 

5. Earlier, prior permission was needed only for joint secretaries and above. 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Rafale deal heats up in LS with Congress's privilege motion against PM, Nirmala 

GS PAPER -02 POLITY -  Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Context:  

The Congress has submitted a notice to Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan for a privilege motion against 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for allegedly misleading the House on the 

commercial value of the deal to buy Rafale fighter jets from France. 

PRIVILEGE MOTION:- 

Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 

collectively, so that they can ―effectively discharge their functions‖. When any of these rights and immunities are 

disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament. 

 

MOVED BY :- 

A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of breach of 

privilege. Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, while not breach of any specific 

privilege, are offences against its authority and dignity. 

 

RULES GOVERNING THE PRIVILIGES:- 

● Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the 

Rajya Sabha rulebook governs privilege. 

○  It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the Chairperson, raise a question 

involving a breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof.  

○ The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and 

should need the intervention of the House.  

○ Notices have to be given before 10 am to the Speaker or the Chairperson. 

ROLE OF SPEAKER /RS CHAIR PERSON:- 

● The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion.  

● The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee 

of Parliament.  

● If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a 

short statement. 

 

                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Special AYUSH Clinics for the Elderly 

GS PAPER - 02 - GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

1. The Government provides optimum services to the elderly under AYUSH system of medicines. 

2. As Health is a State subject, the opening of a special clinic for elder persons in villages comes under the 

purview of the respective State/UT Government. 
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3. Under Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH Mission (NAM), there is a provision of financial 

assistance to the States/UTs for setting up of up to 50-bedded integrated AYUSH Hospitals and for the 

establishment of AYUSH facility in Primary Health Centres (PHCs). 

 

Geriatric Care under National AYUSH Mission (NAM) 

1. Under NAM there is a provision of the supply of essential drugs to the AYUSH hospitals and dispensaries 

through which the public including elderly persons can avail free services. 

2. In addition, Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), an autonomous organization 

under Ministry of AYUSH is providing health services to the elderly persons through its 23 Clinical units 

(Special Geriatric Clinics) located throughout the country. 

3. Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy, an autonomous organization under Ministry of AYUSH is 

providing health services to the elderly persons through its 23 research centres and 8 peripheral Out Patient 

Departments (OPDs) located throughout the country. 

4. Central Council for Research in Siddha (CCRS), an autonomous organization under Ministry of AYUSH is 

also providing Geriatric special Out-Patient services. 

5. Further, National Institute of Siddha (NIS), an autonomous organization under Ministry of AYUSH also 

conducts a special OPD for elderly persons where Geriatric patients are exempted from payment of Indoor-

Patient Department (IPD) charges. 

 

National AYUSH Mission 

1. Department of AYUSH, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has launched National 

AYUSH Mission (NAM) during 12th Plan for implementing through States/UTs. 

 

The basic objective of NAM is: 

● to promote AYUSH medical systems through cost-effective AYUSH services, 

● strengthening of educational systems, 

● facilitate the enforcement of quality control of Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani & Homoeopathy (ASU &H) 

drugs and sustainable availability of ASU & H raw-materials. 

1. It envisages flexibility of implementation of the programmes which will lead to a substantial participation of 

the State Governments/UT. 

2. The NAM contemplates the establishment of a National Mission as well as corresponding Missions in the 

State level. 

                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                          SOURCE :-  PIB  

 

Anti-trafficking Bill may lead to censorship [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of the vulnerable sections. 

Context 

1. The govt introduced the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018, in the 

Lok Sabha. 

2. The intention of the Union government is to ―make India a leader among South Asian countries to combat 

trafficking‖ through the passage of this Bill. 

3. Good intentions aside, there are a few problematic provisions in the proposed legislation, which may severely 

impact freedom of expression. 
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Drafting error 

1. It proposes a minimum three-year sentence for producing, publishing, broadcasting or distributing any type 

of material that promotes trafficking or exploitation 

2. A/c to Section 36 ―any propaganda material that promotes trafficking of person or exploitation of a trafficked 

person in any manner‖ has wide amplitude as Bill does not define what constitutes ―promotion‖. 

3. For example, in moralistic eyes, any sexual content online could be seen as promoting prurient interests, and 

thus also promoting trafficking. 

Fouled Censorship experiments of the past 

1. In June 2016, the Union government banned 240 escort sites for obscenity even though it cannot do that under 

Section 69A or Section 79 of the Information Technology Act, or Section 8 of the Immoral Traffic 

(Prevention) Act. 

2. In July 2015, the government asked internet service providers (ISPs) to block 857 pornography websites sites 

on grounds of outraging ―morality‖ and ―decency‖, but later rescinded the order after widespread criticism. 

3. If historical record is any indication, Section 36 in this present Bill will legitimize such acts of censorship. 

 

The excessive scope of the bill 

1. Section 39 proposes a weaker standard for criminal acts by proposing that any act of publishing or advertising 

―which may lead to the trafficking of a person shall be punished‖ (emphasis added) with imprisonment for 5-

10 years. 

2. In effect, the provision mandates punishment for vaguely defined actions that may not actually be connected 

to the trafficking of a person at all. 

3. The excessive scope of this provision is prone to severe abuse since, without any burden of showing a causal 

connection, it could be argued that anything ―may lead‖ to the trafficking of a person. 

 

Another scope of ambiguity 

1. Another by-product of passing the proposed legislation would be a dramatic shift in India‘s landscape of 

intermediary liability laws, i.e., rules which determine the liability of platforms such as Facebook and Twitter 

and messaging services like WhatsApp for hosting or distributing unlawful content. 

2. Provisions in the Bill that criminalize the ―publication‖ and ―distribution‖ of content, ignore that modern 

electronic communication requires third-party intermediaries to store and distribute content. 

3. Under the proposed legislation, the fact that human traffickers used WhatsApp to communicate about their 

activities could be used to hold the messaging service criminally liable. 

 

Comparing the bill with global standards 

1. The Bill is in direct conflict with the internationally recognized Manila Principles on Intermediary 

Liability. 

2. It is also in dissonance with existing principles of Indian law, flowing from the Information Technology Act, 

2000, that identify online platforms as ―safe harbours‖ as long as they act as mere conduits. 

3. From the perspective of intermediaries, monitoring content is unfeasible, and sometimes technologically 

impossible as in the case of Whatsapp, which facilitates end-to-end encrypted messaging. 

 

Way forward 

1. The proposed changes will invariably lead to a chilling effect on speech on online platforms. 

2. Considering these problematic provisions, it will be a wise move to send the Bill to a select committee in 

Parliament. 

3. The relevant stakeholders can engage with the lawmakers to arrive at a revised Bill, hopefully, one which 

prevents human trafficking without threatening the Constitutional right of free speech. 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- LIVE MINT 
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POSHAN Abhiyan (National Nutrition Mission) 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes. 

 
 

Poshan Abhiyan 

1. The Government of India has set-up POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) which was launched by 

the PM Modi on 8thMarch, 2018 from Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. 

2. The programme through use of technology, ha a targeted approach and convergence strives to reduce the level 

of Stunting, Under-nutrition, Anemia and Low Birth Weight in Children, as also, focus on Adolescent Girls, 

Pregnant Women & Lactating Mothers for holistically addressing malnutrition. 

3. POSHAN Abhiyaan aims to ensure service delivery and interventions by use of technology, behavioural 

change through convergence and lays-down specific targets to be achieved across different monitoring 

parameters over the next few years. 

4. To ensure a holistic approach, all 36 States/UTs and 718 districts will be covered in a phased manner by the 

year 2020. Never before has nutrition been given such prominence at the highest level in the country. 

 

Additional Information 

a. As part of this Abhiyaan, initiative to mobilize a peoples‘ movement or Jan Andolan on Nutrition, 

the MoWCD has developed a Caller Tune and Ring Tone to popularize and create a connect with the 

Abhiyaan‘s goal of Sahi Poshan Desh Roshan. 

b. It was decided that the activities to be carried in the month of September to celebrate as National 

Nutrition Month and this will be celebrated every year. 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 
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National Policy on Bio-Fuels-2018 

GS PAPER -02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 
Context: Union Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has notified the National Policy on Biofuels-2018. 

Aim: Ensuring adequate and sustained availability of domestic feedstock for biofuel production, increasing Farmers 

Income, Import Reduction, Employment Generation and Waste to Wealth Creation, 

Provisions of the Policy 

1. The policy categorizes biofuels as ―Basic Biofuels‖ such as bio ethanol & biodiesel and ―Advanced Biofuels‖ 

such as Second Generation (2G) ethanol, bio-CNG, Third Generation Biofuels, etc. to enable extension of 

appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each category. 

2. It also includes promotion of advanced biofuels through various incentives, off-take assurance and viability 

gap funding. 

 

Damaged and Surplus foodgrains to be utilised 

c. With an objective of increasing production of ethanol, this Policy allows production of ethanol from 

damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice etc. which are unfit for human consumption. 

d. Additionally, during an agriculture crop year, when there is projected over supply of food grains as 

anticipated by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, the policy allows conversion of surplus 

quantities of food grains to ethanol, based on the approval of National Biofuel Coordination 

Committee. 

e. Use of damaged food grains and surplus food grains for production of ethanol will increase its 

availability for Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme. 

f. This will result in increasing the blending percentage, increasing farmer‘s income, saving of foreign 

exchange and addressing environmental issues. 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB  

 

VVPATs will be ready for Lok Sabha polls, says EC 

GS PAPER - 02  GOVERNACE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Context: 

● The Election Commission said all VVPATs would be delivered well within the time required for 

preparations ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha poll.  

● The Commission is committed to the 100% deployment of VVPATs at all polling stations in future General 

Election, as well as by-elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative assemblies,‖ the EC said. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
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Sanctions relief: on waiver for India under CAATSA: 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 

The U.S. Congress has released a report allowing the introduction of a presidential waiver of its controversial 

Countering America‘s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). 

Issue: 

The matter was particularly heated with India making it clear it would go ahead with the S-400 Triumf missile system 

deal with Russia regardless of the U.S. law and the threat of sanctions. CAATSA, signed reluctantly by President 

Donald Trump last August would have forced his administration to impose sanctions on any country carrying out 

significant defence and energy trade with sanctioned entities in Russia, Iran and North Korea. Mr. Trump had 

objected, arguing that the law took away his powers to decide on such matters. 

 

India‟s three-fold case for the waiver: 

1. No weapons India bought would be used against the U.S. 

2. The U.S., which wants to partner with India in the Indo-Pacific, would hamper India‘s military abilities by 

applying the sanctions or denying the country crucial technology. 

3. India has significantly reduced its dependence on Russian military hardware while increasing defence 

purchases from the U.S., and it would be unfair if the U.S. rewarded the effort with punitive measures. 

After months of testimony, including a final push for waiver for countries like India, Indonesia and Vietnam by U.S. 

Defence Secretary the Congressional committee has decided to allow a presidential waiver. 

The Presidential waiver state 

The ―modified waiver authority‖, or amendment to Section 231 of CAATSA proposed by Congress, allows the 

President to waive sanctions in certain circumstances, for six months at a time, as long as he certifies that it is in the 

U.S.‘s national security interests and does not ―endanger‖ ongoing operations. 

Way forward: 

● The resolution of CAATSA-related sanctions wasn‘t the only irritant in the U.S.-India relationship, there are 

other issues that need to be addressed in the ‗2+2 dialogue‘ scheduled for September. They are: 

 The sanctions proposed by the Trump administration for energy trade with Iran still loom 

 The possible punitive measures at the World Trade Organisation over tariffs and counter-tariffs the two 

countries have imposed on each other. 

● Also, the waivers are contingent on Mr. Trump‘s continued support to Indian defence requirements. Hence, it 

would be prudent not to presume that the problems over CAATSA have fully blown over. 
                  SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Iran can‟t issue threats to seek India‟s help [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies & politics of developed & developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora 

Background 

1. As pressure mounts on India to take a re-look at its energy ties with Iran, the debate has taken a predictable 

turn, one which assesses India-Iran relations through the prism of the US. 

2. India has been steadfast in its opposition to the collapse of the JCPOA and is working with Europe and China 

to salvage the deal. 

3. At the same time, India continues to look at the possibility of being exempted from the US sanctions. The US 

has indicated that waivers could be given if there was significant reduction in oil imports from Iran. 
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India‟s stakes in Iran are quite limited 

1. Iran is indeed India‘s third-largest oil supplier after Iraq and Saudi Arabia, but if push comes to shove, it can 

be replaced by other sources as the volume is manageable. 

2. The larger economic relationship is nothing much to write about, especially when compared to burgeoning 

trade ties with the Arab Gulf states. 

 

Iran‟s hype 

1. The suggestions by Iranian officials that India could lose ―privileges‖ and revert back to dollar-denominated 

trade could have been avoided. 

2. Though it was later clarified that Iran will do its best to ensure security of oil supply to India through offering 

various flexibility measures, which facilitates our bilateral trade in particular Indian export to Iran. 

3. India should not bother much about Iranian oil if Tehran continues to threaten New Delhi about certain 

nominal ―privileges‖. 

 

Chabahar Port makes India bother 

1. New Delhi certainly remains keen on the Chabahar Port and has spent significant diplomatic and political 

capital on the project. 

2. The port is expected to be operational by the end of 2018, with New Delhi committed to developing a free 

trade area around the port, and finally completing the loop with a $1.6 billion railway line to Zahedan. 

3. As underlined by former foreign secretary S. Jaishankar, it was Iran which was responsible for causing delays 

in the execution of the Chabahar project. 

 

Bringing threats onboard to Chabahar 

1. Iran has not only suggested that China would be part of the Chabahar project, but has also dangled the 

possibility of Pakistan joining the project at some future date. 

2. In theory, Sino-Indian cooperation or a wider regional cooperative framework would be an excellent idea. 

3. But to talk of India‘s two main adversaries, while asking India to continue to invest in the project certainly 

won‘t make it very enticing to New Delhi. 

 

Regional Security at stake 

1. On Afghanistan and regional security, there are growing divergences between India and Iran. Much like the 

Taliban, Iran wants to see foreign forces leave. 

2. Tehran has been providing military support to the Taliban in Afghanistan for some time now, but this 

engagement has reached new heights more recently. 

3. Recent reports suggest that hundreds of Taliban fighters are being trained by Special Forces at Iran‘s military 

academies as part of a significant escalation of support for the insurgents. 

4. Iran has also reportedly sent Afghans to fight for its ally, Assad, in Syria. US withdrawal from the Iran nuclear 

deal further incentivises Iran to enhance its support to the Taliban. 

5. Emboldened by their experience in Syria, Iran and Russia are also working closely in Afghanistan to 

challenge the US and, this primarily means, supporting the Taliban with greater vigour. 

 

Way Forward 

1. The Indian strategic community should resist the temptation of making this debate about India resisting or 

buckling under American pressure. 

2. As a self-confident rising power, this debate should essentially be about Indian strategic priorities. 

3. If India has to move beyond symbolism in its ties with Iran, Iran has to do the same. 

4. Challenging Indian vital interests even as it asks for New Delhi‘s help is surely not the best way forward.     
                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :-  THE LIVE MINT 
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Banka Unnayan among three finalists in Commonwealth awards in innovation 

category 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources 

New online learning method 

1. Banka Unnayan programme has got an award from Commonwealth Association for Public Administration and 

Management (CAPAM) 

2. It was the government of India that had nominated Unnayan project as its only entry for innovation incubation 

category 

 

About the program 

1. It is an interactive online and offline study method through interactive concept videos, real-time doubt-

clearing, examination and digital report card generation 

2. It has been teaching Class IX and Class X students through smart classes and Eckovation app 

3. Banka district has been running Unnayan programme in its 70 schools under a project that was started in 

August 2017 

4. The model is being replicated by Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in schools of about 5,000 villages across the country 

                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS  

 

 SC pulls up U.P. for Taj document 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context 

The Supreme Court came down heavily on the Uttar Pradesh government for a draft report on the vision document for 

the protection of the Taj Mahal without consulting the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) tasked with protecting 

the monument. 

 

Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) 

The TTZ is an area of 10,400 square kilometres spread over the districts of Agra, Firozabad, Mathura, Hathras and 

Etah in Uttar Pradesh and Bharatpur in Rajasthan. 

 

Issue:- 

● The State had not consulted the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

● A Bench of Justices expressed shock at the report, which pointed to the presence of over 1,100 polluting 

industries in the region. 

● ―We would not have been in this position, had you done your job,‖ the Bench said, adding that there was no 

coordination among the agencies responsible for the protection and preservation of the 17th century 

monument. 

● ―We can‘t have 10 different people doing 10 different thing,‖ the Bench said, as it asked Attorney- General 

K.K. Venugopal which department of the Centre and the Uttar Pradesh governments was responsible for 

maintenance of the Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ). 

Concerns 

● ―What will happen if UNESCO says we will withdraw the world heritage tag from the Taj Mahal,‖ the 

Bench asked Mr. Venugopal. 
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● The Bench also asked whether the Centre or the authorities concerned submitted the draft management plan 

for the Taj Mahal to UNESCO‘s World Heritage Centre in Paris. 

● It directed the ASI to submit its report on the vision document and spell out the steps to protect the 

monument. 
                                                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

West Bengal renames itself as „Bangla‟  

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY  

Context 

The West Bengal Assembly passed a resolution to change the name of the State as ‗Bangla‘ in three languages — 

Bengali, English and Hindi. 

About the issue 

● The proposal has been pending since August 2016, when the Assembly passed a resolution to change the name 

to ‗Bengal‘ in English, ‗Bangla‘ in Bengali and ‗Bangal‘ in Hindi. 

● The Centre, however, turned it down in 2017, objecting to having three names in three languages. 

● Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said she had taken up the issue with the Home Ministry. ―They said that there 

cannot be three different names and we should stick to one name. ―Even though we wanted three names, we 

have to follow instructions. Let us pass resolution for Bangla,‖ the Chief Minister said.          
                                                                                                                                                 SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

West Bengal Assembly passes Lokayukta Bill 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -  

Context 

● The State Assembly passed the West Bengal Lokayukta (Amendment) Bill, 2018 after the Supreme Court in 

March had pulled up 11 States over not appointing an ombudsman for graft cases. 

● The Bill excludes the Chief Minister from the Lokayukta‘s purview in matters relating to public order. 

 

Details 

● The Bill said that the provisions of excluding Chief Minister is in line with the provisions contained in the 

proviso to section 41 (1) (a) of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013. 

● The legislators said that the particular section of the Central Act refers to excluding Prime Minister from the 

purview of investigation of the Lokpal. 

 

Significance 

● An amendment which was passed by the House, said that other than public order, the Lokayukta shall 

investigate any complaint relating to any allegation of corruption against the Chief Minister ―with the 

approval of West Bengal Legislative Assembly, by a majority of two-third members present and voting‖. 

● The exclusion of prime minister primarily pertains to administrative decisions such as deployment of police 

towards the maintenance of public order. 

● The Bill passed in the West Bengal Assembly also has a provision that an investigation against a public 

servant cannot be carried out without the approval of the State government. 

●  

LOKAYUKTA:- 

● The first Administrative Reforms Commission headed by Mr. Morarjee Desai recommended for Sweden based 

Ombudsmen type of institution.  

● Accordingly the center can have Lokpal and states can have Lokayukta.  
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● Maharashtra was the first state to implement in 1973.  

○ Though the institution of Lokayukta was introduced for the first time in Odisha but it was not able to 

implement it.  

● It investigates the allegation against officials like corruption, favouratism, nepotism, injustice and other 

grievances.  

● It does not include Judges, Speaker, Chairman, Accountant General, Chairman and Members of State Public 

Service Commission Commission, Judges of Civil and criminal court.  

● The Lokayukta receives the petition from the public and conducts inquiries.  

● It has power to raid on the houses and offices of corrupt official. 

● TERM YEARS:- Appointed for 5 years or till attaining age of 70 years. 

● SALARY AND ALLOWANCES:- equivalent to Chief Justice of India and salary of its members is 

equivalent to Judge of Supreme Court. 

● REMOVAL PROCESS :- They can be removed from the office by the governor, on the charge of 

misbehaviour or incapacity proved in the state legislature by 2/3rd majority. 

Powers and Functions of Lokayukta 

Matters which may be investigated by the Lok Ayukta – 

1. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Lok Ayukta may investigate any action which is taken by or with the 

general or specific approval of chief minister, a minister, a member of the State legislature, the Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman or a member of an authority, Board or a committee  etc. In any case where a complaint 

involving a grievance or an allegation is made in respect of such action. 

2. Lokayukta may investigate any action taken by the public servant if it is referred by the state government. 

3. In the process of investigation, the Lok Ayukta deals with the issue of search warrant. For the said purpose, 

they have all the powers of a civil court which trying a suit under CPC, 1908 in respect of summoning and 

enforcing the attendance of any person and examining him on oath, production of any document, received 

evidence of affidavits, getting any public record or copy from any court office etc. 

4. The Lok Ayukta after investigation shall make a declaration with regard to the governor or chief minister of 

the state to the vacation of office of the said official. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   
 SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Arunachal to launch new health insurance scheme 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 

Context 

It Will enable citizens to avail of cashless health services in empanelled hospitals 

The Arunachal Pradesh government has said it would soon replace the health insurance scheme conceived by the 

previous regime with a new one. 

 

Significance 

● The new Chief Minister‘s Arogya Arunachal Yojana (CMAAY) will enable citizens to avail cashless health 

services in empanelled hospitals. 

● The scheme will offer healthcare services of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per year. 
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● ―Launching a scheme is not difficult but successfully running it is difficult. Therefore, everything should be 

well studied from the very beginning and all scopes for hurdles to creep in should be nipped at the bud. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

A parallel injustice system [ EDITORIAL/ OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization & functioning of the Executive & the Judiciary 

Advocating Sharia courts 

1. Many people have advocated the concept of Sharia courts in recent past 

2. They claim that Sharia courts are mere arbitration centres and not a parallel judicial system 

 

Huge difference between the two  

1. Mediation and arbitration centres are very different from Sharia courts 

2. In the case of arbitration/mediation, an issue can be referred only when both the parties agree to it and choose 

their own counsellors 

3. They don‘t have judges(qazis) but counsellors who settle the disputes by consulting both the parties 

International operations argument is flawed 

1. Sharia courts are operational in the UK, Israel and other countries 

2. This claim is not relevant to the current issue in India 

3. In the UK, for example, Sharia councils and not Sharia courts are operational which provide advice to those 

Muslims who voluntarily choose to use them to resolve civil and family disputes 

 

Presence in India 

1. Sharia courts are operational in Bihar and other states 

2. An argument is put forward that their decisions are never challenged by the people 

3. If the orders of Sharia courts are not challenged, this doesn‘t show the acceptance of people 

4. It shows how the Muslim associations have successfully misled the common people to believe these bodies 

are courts and if they do not follow their orders, it would be anti-Islamic 

 

SC decision on the issue 

1. There is also a claim that the Supreme Court never declared Sharia courts unconstitutional 

2. This too is a false claim. 

3. In Vishwa Lochan Madan versus Union of India and Others in 2005, the Supreme Court held that: ―In any 

event, the decision or the Fatwa issued by whatever body being not emanating from any judicial system 

recognised by law, it is not binding on anyone including the person, who had asked for it 

4. Further, such an adjudication or Fatwa does not have a force of law and, therefore, cannot be enforced by any 

process using coercive methods 

5. Any person trying to enforce that by any method shall be illegal and has to be dealt with in accordance with 

law.‖ 

 

Alternative way for India 

1. Even if both the parties agree to settle their disputes outside the court, these bodies can be called Sharia 

councils or arbitration centres but under no circumstances can they be called Sharia courts 

2. Also, if these bodies are to be given this power to settle disputes outside the court, this decision has to come 

from Parliament by proper legislation and not by a private entity like the All India Muslim Personal Law 

Board (AIMPLB) 

 

Way Forward 

a. All claims put in favour of Sharia courts are baseless 
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b. It is an attempt to mislead the common man and improve the image of this parallel judicial system in the 

country, which is a threat to the rule of law  
                                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Tackling HIV [ EDITORIAL /OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources 

UNAIDS report: Reduction in HIV incidence 

1. A new report from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) bears good news for the 

global war against the syndrome 

2. Between 2010 and 2017, several countries made rapid progress in reducing HIV incidence and getting 

antiretroviral therapy to patients 

3. While the largest reduction in incidence came from eastern and southern Africa, Asia also made gains 

4. India, in particular, brought down the number of new cases and deaths by 27% and 56%, respectively, 

between 2010 and 2017 

 

Efforts by India 

1. With 2.1 million cases, India is among the largest burden countries in the world 

2. Tuberculosis is the biggest killer of HIV patients across the world 

3. India is now able to treat over 90% of notified TB patients for HIV 

4. The social stigma surrounding AIDS-infected people in India, while high, is declining slowly too 

5. Survey data show that in the last decade, the number of people unwilling to buy vegetables from a person with 

HIV came down from over 30% to 27.6% 

 

Gaps in policy 

1. The UNAIDS report points out that a country‘s laws can legitimise stigma and give licence to the harassment 

of groups at the highest risk of HIV 

2. These include men who have sex with other men, people who inject drugs, and sex workers 

3. Indian laws don‘t do well on this count 

4. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act criminalises several aspects of sex work, while Section 377 of the IPC 

criminalises gay sex 

5. Studies show that fear of prosecution under such laws prevents homosexual men, drug users and sex workers 

from seeking HIV screening and treatment 

6. As a result, these groups lag behind average treatment rates, although their requirements are higher 

 

What needs to be done? 

1. If India is serious about tackling HIV, it must find ways to reach such groups 

2. Short of changing the law, the Centre can consider targeted interventions 

3. An experiment in Karnataka, between 2004 and 2011, shows that sensitising police personnel and educating 

female sex workers can greatly reduce arbitrary police raids and arrests 

 

Way Forward 

c. The right to health is universal 

d. India must take note of this to ensure that no one is left behind in the fight against HIV 
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United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

1. The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) is the main advocate for 

accelerated, comprehensive and coordinated global action on the HIV/AIDS pandemic 

2. The mission of UNAIDS is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to HIV and 

AIDS that includes preventing transmission of HIV, providing care and support to those 

already living with the virus, reducing the vulnerability of individuals and communities to HIV 

and alleviating the impact of the epidemic 

3. UNAIDS seeks to prevent the HIV/AIDS epidemic from becoming a severe pandemic 

4. UNAIDS is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland 

5. It is a member of the United Nations Development Group 

UNAIDS has five goals: 

● Leadership and advocacy for effective action on the pandemic 

● Strategic information and technical support to guide efforts against AIDS worldwide 

● Tracking, monitoring and evaluation of the pandemic and of responses to it 

● Civil society engagement and the development of strategic partnerships 

● Mobilization of resources to support an effective response 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

National Achievement Survey (NAS) to increase focus on learning outcomes in quality 

of elementary education 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

More focus on Learning Outcomes 

1. In order to increase focus on quality of elementary education, the Central rules to the RTE Act, 2009 have 

been amended in February, 2017 to include reference on class-wise, subject-wise Learning Outcomes. 

2. The Learning Outcomes for each class in Languages (Hindi, English and Urdu), Mathematics, Environmental 

Studies, Science and Social Science up to the elementary stage (classes 1 to 8) have, accordingly, been 

finalized and shared with all States and UTs. 

3. Learning outcomes have been translated in different languages and serve as a benchmark for student‘s 

capabilities to be achieved in each subject & class. 

 

Particulars of the National Achievement Survey (NAS) 

e. To assess the learning levels of the students in Classes 3, 5 and 8  NCERTconducted the NAS in February in 

which  approximately 22 lakh children across the country participated. 

f. NAS at the elementary level was based on the Learning Outcomes developed by the NCERT. 

g. The design and implementation of the survey included in its ambit the school leaders, teachers and the whole 

network of officials at the Cluster, Block, District Institute of Education and Training (DIET), State Council 

of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) and the Directorates of Education in the different States/ 

UTs. 

h. NCERT similarly conducted NAS for class 10 on February 05, 2018. 

i. The survey tools used multiple test booklets in Mathematics, Modern Indian Language, English, Sciences 

and Social Sciences. The attainment of the learning levels of nearly 15 lakh students was assessed. 
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j. District report cards (provisional) for NAS 2018 for class X have been released and are available on MHRD 

website.   

                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB  

 

National Overseas Scholarships for Scheduled Castes 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

National Overseas Scholarship 

a. The National Overseas Scholarship is a Central Sector scheme for Scheduled Caste (SC) students. 

b. Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 

c. The Scheme provides financial assistance to the finally selected candidates for pursuing Master level 

courses and Ph.D abroad in the accredited Institutions/University by an authorized body of that country. 

d. 30% of the awards are reserved for female candidates. 

e. There is no state wise quota of slots under this Scheme. 

f. Advertisements inviting applications under the scheme are published in leading newspapers and 

Employment News twice a year, once at the beginning of the year and then once again later during the 

financial year. 

                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Faculty numbers dip 2.34 lakh in 3 years 

GS PAPER 02 - GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 
 

● The total number of teachers in higher educational institutions in India has come down by about 2.34-lakh in 

the last three years, as per the All India Survey on Higher Education report 2017-18. 

● Coming at a time when there has been widespread concern over the continuing vacancies in universities, the 

report is likely to be an eye-opener on the dearth of teachers in Indian universities. 

● The total number of teachers in higher educational institutions in India — inclusive of all posts from professor 

to temporary teacher — stood at 12.84 lakh in 2017-18. 

● The figure for 2016-17 was 13.65 lakh and that for 2015-16 was 15.18 lakh, signalling a fall of about 2.34 

lakh within three years. 

● Between 2011-12 and 2015-16, the number had been rising from 12.47 lakh to 15.18 lakh. 

Reasons 

● The reason could be that professors who are retiring are not being replaced, and fresh vacancies at all levels 

are not being filled up. 

● It seems to be a case of sanctioned posts not being filled in State Universities. 

● In Central Universities, there are sanctioned posts and funds, but the problem is that they are not being filled 

by the universities. 
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● The 2017-18 figure may have gone down because only teachers who provided their Aadhar numbers were 

been shown as teachers from this year onward. 

● Occurring and filling up of vacancies is a continuous process. Universities being autonomous institutions, the 

onus of filling up of vacant teaching posts lies with them. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

NGT red flags pollution in Ganga 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has expressed concern at the level of pollution in the Ganga, between Haridwar 

and Unnao in Uttar Pradesh, and said that the water is unfit for drinking and bathing. 
 

Suggestions 

● A Bench, headed by NGT Chairperson Adarsh Kumar Goel, directed the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) to install display boards at a gap of 100 kilometres, indicating whether the water is fit for drinking 

and bathing, to make devotees aware of the level of pollution. 

● Innocent persons are drinking and bathing in the Ganga out of reverence and respect. They don‘t know that it 

may be dangerous to their health. 

● If cigarette packets can contain a warning saying it is ‗injurious to health,‘ why not the people be informed of 

the adverse effects of the river water. 
 

Right to life 

● It is of utmost necessity to comply with the right to life of persons using Ganga water, and that they are put to 

notice about the fitness of water. 

● Meanwhile, the Central Pollution Control Board and the NMCG have been asked to indicate, on their 

websites, the areas where the water is good for bathing and drinking. 

                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 India to give flash-flood warning to Asian nations 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -  India and its neighborhood- relations. 

● India has been designated as a nodal centre for preparing flash-flood forecasts by the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO). 

● This means that India will have to develop a customised model that can issue advance warning of floods in 

Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. 

Weather model 

● The IMD would be working to customise a weather model, developed by the United States and donated to 

the WMO, to warn of flash floods at least six hours in advance. 

● A test version of this was being tried out by the IMD, and that was able to give a flood warning about an 

hour in advance. 

● Using a combination of satellite mapping and ground-based observation, this system — called the Flash 

Flood Guidance System — aims to provide forecasts six hours in advance. 
 

Significance 

● Like India, several southeast Asian countries depend on the monsoon and are prone to its vagaries. 

● The WMO says flash floods account for 85% of flooding incidents across the world, causing some 5,000 

deaths each year. 
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● The proposed model would provide forecasts by computing the likelihood of rainfall and the soil moisture 

levels to warn of possible floods. 

Concerns 

● Though Pakistan was among the list of countries that would benefit from the forecast, it had refused to 

participate in the scheme. 

● While the science to warn of floods could be developed, India was yet to work out how exactly it would 

warn countries of potential inundation. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Nearly half of head and neck cancer patients die within a year of diagnosis: doc 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 
  

Head and neck (mouth, larynx, throat or nose) cancers account for a large portion of the total number of cancer cases 

reported in India, and nearly half of the patients with such type of cancers die within a year of diagnosis, said doctors. 

Facts and Figures :- 

● India reports 1.75 lakh new cases of head and neck cancers every year — 76% of cases are reported in males 

and 24% in females. 

● Nearly 70% of head and neck cancers are related to consumption of tobacco, areca nut and alcohol. 

● In India, consumption of chewing tobacco is more prevalent than smoking cigarettes or bidis. 

● Doctors said that nearly 90% of oral and throat cancers are due to tobacco use. 

● Over 13 lakh people are dying in India every year due to tobacco use, which is a major cause of cancer. 

● The cure rates range from 85%-90% in early stages, but drops to 30%-40% in advanced cases. 

 

Concerns 

● Doctors have urged people to stay away from tobacco as it is a major cause of head and neck cancers. 

● India has the dubious distinction of having the largest number of people consuming chewing tobacco in the 

world. 

● It is a cheap and easily available addiction and its growing consumption in the last two decades has contributed 

to alarming rise in oral cancer. 

● In India, consumption of chewing tobacco is more prevalent than smoking cigarettes or bidis. Doctors said that 

nearly 90% of oral and throat cancers are due to tobacco use. 

● Increased consumption of chewing tobacco, gutka and betel nut have led to a rise in cases of mouth cancer. 

● Frequent consumption of alcohol has also raised the risk of developing mouth cancer. 

● A combination of heavy smoking and alcohol consumption can compound the risk. 

● In most cases, delay in seeking medical advice severely reduces the rate of treatment success. 
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● Many patients only come for treatment in advanced stages. 

 

Way forward 

● A preventive approach is needed to tackle the problem. 

● The focus of all preventive measures should be on the youth in order to have a healthy society. 

● ‗Pledge for Life‘ is a campaign that aims at making all educational institutes tobacco-free so that children do 

not use tobacco. 

● The most effective treatment for head and neck cancers is surgery, with or without radiotherapy. Head and 

neck cancers usually do not spread to other parts of the body very early, and surgery is possible in most cases. 
                                                                                                                                                                Source :- The Hindu  

 

Development projects pose threat to habitats 

 GS PAPER - 02 - GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development  

In a grim reminder of the threats that India‘s tigers face, a report released on July 23 lists 399 road, irrigation and 

railway projects that could impact tiger habitats in eight States comprising the Central India-Eastern Ghats landscape. 

 

The report 

● The report, prepared by the not-for-profit Wildlife Conservation Trust which works with the government on 

wildlife and forest conservation, banked on information on 1,697 linear development projects that require the 

diversion of 57,071 hectares of forest land. 

● These projects, proposed in central India and the Eastern Ghats, have been listed on the website of the 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change since July 2014. 

● Researchers who analysed this information found that 399 of these projects — estimated at Rs 1,30,000 crores 

— will pass through potential tiger corridors in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Odisha, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Rajasthan. 

● Irrigation projects that will cut tiger territory include the Ken-Betwa link project in Madhya Pradesh, while 

road development proposals include the Nakerrekal to Mallampally portion of NH-365 in Telangana. 

 

Way forward 

● For a majority of these projects (345), agencies that implement the work on ground have denied the 

requirement of wildlife clearances; and since more than 80% of these projects are still in various stages of 

clearances, there is an opportunity to suggest corrective measures and incorporate mitigation structures so as 

to achieve a win-win solution for both development and wildlife. 

Issue 

There is no body to make sure projects comply with the conditions laid down by statutory bodies. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Government-mukt governance [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, & potential 

India‟s low rank on e-governance index 

1. Despite the astonishing pace of digitisation in India, it continues to rank a relatively low 96 in the United 

Nation‟s E-Government Development Index, whose 2018 rankings were released last week 

2. With an EGDI index score of 0.5669, India is just above the world average of 0.55 

3. India‘s score is also shy of Iran (0.6083) and even in the SAARC region, Sri Lanka is ahead of India 

 

About the index 

1. The UN E-Government Development Survey is the only global initiative to measure and track how 

governments are faring on the e-governance front 
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2. The report looks at how e-government can facilitate integrated policies and services across the three 

dimensions of sustainable development 

 

Reasons for low ranking 

1. In areas like public health and land records, the progress has stopped with putting up some downloadable 

forms online 

2. Many government departments still insist on physical forms and signatures, despite the near universalisation 

of an identity instrument like Aadhaar, which allows simple and foolproof authentication 

 

High ranking in e-participation 

1. India does rank very high in one sub-index 

2. It moved up 12 places in the E-Participation Index, from 27 in 2016 to 15 in 2018 

3. The EPI looks at issues like e-information, e-consultation and e-decision making to arrive at a score 

 

The significance of this ranking 

1. India‘s high ranking does signify two things: 

● that the government is making more information available online and 

● that more people are in a position to access that information, and also electronically participate in policy 

formation and decision-making 

 

Linkages between e-governance and poverty alleviation 

1. The reason the UN compiles this index and urges member countries to focus on e-government initiatives is 

that there is a clear link between greater e-governance and easier public access to government services and a 

reduction in poverty and inequality 

2. One of the biggest reasons our poverty alleviation measures have failed to achieve the desired impact (apart 

from corruption and leakage) is inefficient targeting, and lack of information with the intended beneficiaries 

about plans and schemes meant to assist them 

 

Way Forward 

1. Knowledge is power, but access to knowledge is another kind of power and this is where digital can be a great 

disruptor 

2. With the India Stack (Aadhaar, UPI, etc. aimed at ensuring presence-less, cashless and paperless service 

delivery), and the ongoing mobile and broadband revolution, India can become a world leader in e-governance 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Layers of protection [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency & accountability 

Amendment to PCA, 1988 

1. The amendments to the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, adopted recently by both Houses of Parliament, 

are a mixed bag 

2. Moves to make changes in this law, aimed at combating corruption in government, were largely centred on the 

misuse of one provision — Section 13 (1)d 

3. Under this provision, public servants are culpable for securing a pecuniary advantage for another ―without any 

public interest‖ 

 

Impact of Section 13(d) 

1. It resulted in many honest officials being prosecuted even when they gained nothing and merely exercised 

their power or discretion in favour of someone 

2. It had a chilling effect on governance and deterred bold decision-making 
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Effect of the amendment  

1. The amended form may have a liberating effect on honest officials 

2. It is more concise and restricts criminal misconduct to two offences: 

● misappropriating or converting to one‘s own use property entrusted to a public servant or is in his 

control, and 

● amassing unexplained wealth 

An explanation has been added that a person ―shall be presumed to have intentionally enriched himself‖ if he cannot 

account for his assets through known sources of income 

On lines of UN convention 

1. By making citizens liable for offering a bribe to a public servant, the anti-corruption law has been brought in 

line with the UN Convention Against Corruption 

2. The only exception to this rule is when one is forced to give a bribe 

3. This exception kicks in only when the fact that one was forced to pay a bribe is reported to a law     

enforcement authority within seven days 

4. The penal provision can empower people by allowing them to cite it to refuse to pay a bribe 

Adverse effect also possible 

1. There is no mention on what happens when the police or any other agency refuses to register a complaint 

2. People may be left in the lurch with no redress 

3. Further, it may render them vulnerable to threats from unscrupulous public servants who collect money to 

speed up public services but do not deliver 

 

Prior sanction for investigation 

1. The most unacceptable change is the introduction of a prior approval norm to start an investigation 

2. When a prior sanction requirement exists in law for prosecution, it is incomprehensible that the legislature 

should create another layer of protection in the initial stage of a probe 

 

Way forward 

a. Public servants need to be protected against unfair prosecution, but a genuine drive against corruption needs a 

package of legislative measures 

b. These should contain penal provisions, create an ombudsman in the form of a Lokpal or Lokayukta, as well as 

assure citizens of time-bound services and whistle-blower protection 

 

UN Convention Against Corruption 

1. The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) is a multilateral treaty negotiated by member 

states of the United Nations (UN) and promoted by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

2. It is one of several legally binding international anti-corruption agreements 

3. UNCAC was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 31 October 2003 

4. UNCAC‘s goal is to reduce various types of corruption that can occur across country borders, such as trading 

in influence and abuse of power, as well as corruption in the private sector, such as embezzlement and money 

laundering 

5. Another goal of the UNCAC is to strengthen international law enforcement and judicial cooperation between 

countries by providing effective legal mechanisms for international asset recovery 

UNCAC requires state parties to the treaty to implement several anti-corruption measures that focus on five 

main areas: 

● prevention 

● law enforcement 

● international cooperation 

● asset recovery 
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● technical assistance and information exchange 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Drugmakers to look beyond its largest market the U.S 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  -  Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian diaspora. 

  

CONTEXT :- 

Strict regulations, tough policy approach under President Trump and pricing pressures are forcing Indian firms to look 

beyond U.S. 

 

Details 

● North America, primarily the U.S., accounted for more than 30% of India‘s pharma exports in FY18. But, 

market has recorded a contraction in India‘s drug export basket with time. 

● This is due to long-standing regulatory issues to increased pricing pressure and a tougher policy approach on 

the part of the Trump administration. 

● So, with no signs of abating any time soon, a shift in focus seems more of a necessity than a choice. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Final draft of NRC with 2.9 crore names released in Assam 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector or Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

● The much-anticipated second and final draft of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) was published on 

Monday with 2.9 crore names out of the total 3.29 crore applicants in Assam. 

● The names of 40.07 lakh applicants did not find a place in the historic document, touted to be a proof of 

Assamese identity. 

● The first draft of the NRC was published during the intervening night of December 31 and January 1 this year, 

containing 1.9 crore names. 

● The process for making claims and objections will begin on August 30 and continue till September 28. 

Adequate and ample scope will be given to people for making objections. 

● The application process for the NRC started in May 2015 and a total of 6.5 crore documents were received 

from 68.27 lakh families across Assam. 

  

Uproar in Parliament 

 Uproar over publication of the draft National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam led to the early adjournment of 

the Rajya Sabha. 

 In the Lok Sabha, amid calls by MPs for a debate, Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said the sensitive issue 

should not be politicised. 
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EVERYTHING ABOUT ASSAM - NRC  

Draft NRC released 

1. The draft National Register of Citizens (NRC) was published on 30 July 

2. It includes only those able to prove they were in Assam before 1971 

 

Why is NRC being updated in Assam? 

1. Officially, the NRC process will address the issue of illegal migrants, specifically from Bangladesh 

2. The National Register of Citizens was first published in 1951 to record citizens, their houses and holdings 

3. Updating the NRC to root out foreigners was a demand during the Assam Agitation (1979-1985) 

 

Who is a citizen in Assam? 

1. The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after the Assam Accord  for all Indian-origin people who came from 

Bangladesh before January 1, 1966 to be deemed as citizens 

2. Those who came between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were eligible for citizenship after registering 

and living in the State for 10 years while those entering after March 25, 1971, were to be deported 

 

Why is March 24, 1971 the cut-off date? 

1. There have been several waves of migration to Assam from Bangladesh, but the biggest was in March 1971 

when the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to flee to India 

2. The Assam Accord of 1985 that ended the six-year anti-foreigners‘ agitation decided upon the midnight of 

March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date 

 

Who is a D-voter? 

1. Short for ‗dubious‘ or ‗doubtful, this is a category of voters disenfranchised by the government for alleged lack 

of proper citizenship documents 

 

Who is a declared foreigner? 

1. D-voters are tried by special tribunals under the Foreigners‘ Act 

2. If they fail to defend their citizenship claim they are marked as declared foreigners and sent to any of six 

detention camps, which are within jails for criminals, for deportation 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Centre for removal of „NOTA‟ from RS poll 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges and issues arising out of these. 

 

○ The Supreme Court on Monday reserved for judgment a PIL petition, which won the full support of the 

Centre, seeking to scrap the ‗NOTA‘ option in Rajya Sabha election. 

○ A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra indicated that the court may indeed rule against the two 

circulars issued by the Election Commission of India on January 24, 2014 and November 12, the subsequent 

year, giving Rajya Sabha members the option to press the NOTA (‗none of the above‘) button in the Upper 

House polls. 

○ Chief Justice Misra orally observed that NOTA is meant only for universal adult suffrage and direct elections 

and not polls held by the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote as 

done in the Rajya Sabha. 
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Govt.‟s support 

○ Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal, for the Centre, completely lent the government‘s support to the PIL plea 

filed by Sharmesh Manubhai Parmar, represented by senior advocate A.M. Singhvi and advocate Devadatt 

Kamat, that NOTA in indirect elections, such as in the Rajya Sabha, would lead to horse-trading, corruption 

and using of extra-constitutional methods to defeat a party candidate. 

○ The system of NOTA makes the system of proportional representation by means of single transferable vote 

nugatory and otiose, Mr. Singhvi argued. 

○ He argued that the Election Commission cannot sanction the use of NOTA by way of mere circulars, which 

have the effect of overriding the provisions of Article 80(4) — proportional representation by means of the 

single transferable vote, the provisions of Representation of the People Act 1951 and the Conduct of 

Election Rules 1961. 

○ Singhvi said the circulars had negated the entire purpose of open voting brought about in 2003 to further 

party discipline and adherence to party‘s choice of candidate in the election to the Rajya Sabha. 

 

EC‟s counter 

Advocate Amit Sharma, for the Election Commission, countered that a person, along with a right to vote, also has the 

right not to vote. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

LS passes Bill on rape of girls 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population , by mechanisms, 

laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Amendments to POCSO Act 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018, that provides for the death sentence 

for raping a girl under 12 years and enhances the minimum punishment for rape of a woman from seven to 10 

years 

2. It amends the IPC, CrPC, Indian Evidence Act and Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 

 

Provisions in the bill 

1. The minimum punishment for the rape of a girl under 12 will be 20 years of rigorous imprisonment, the 

maximum being the death sentence or life imprisonment 

2. For gang-rape of a girl below 12, the punishment will be life imprisonment or death 

3. The minimum punishment for rape of a girl under 16 will be 20 years of rigorous imprisonment, extendable to 

life imprisonment 

4. In the case of gang-rape of a girl below 16, the punishment will be life imprisonment 

5. The minimum punishment under the Bill for the rape of a woman over 16 is 10 years, extendable to life (under 

Section 376, IPC) 

6. The Bill also provides for investigation of rape cases within two months from the registration of an FIR 

7. There was no longer any provision for anticipatory bail in the case of rape of a girl below 16 

8. The government would set up fast track, special courts for rape cases 

 

Character not to be judged 

1. The ―character‖ of the victim would not be relevant to the question of consent 

2. No lawyer will be allowed to examine the ―character‖ or past episodes of the victim 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
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The narrow and the transformative [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization & functioning of the Executive & the Judiciary 

Hearing most crucial cases 

1. Certain cases have placed the apex court at the heart of the culture wars. 

2. The Aadhaar challenge was argued on the relatively straightforward basis of when and to what extent the state 

can exercise its coercive power over individuals. 

3. The 377 and Sabarimala hearings have seen clashes between the invocation of personal rights and the claims 

of cultural and religious groups. 

4. This is set to continue with the forthcoming adultery hearings, where the state‘s objection to the 

decriminalisation of adultery is premised on the argument that it would destroy the institution of marriage. 

 

The strategy of containment 

1. Whenever a constitutional challenge brings individuals against the state, the court‘s task is to find if there has 

been a breach by the state, and it must strike down the offending law (or rules), and vindicate the rights at 

issue. 

2. This is because these conflicts often represent deep, long-standing and irreconcilable divisions in society, 

touching issues of personal belief and conviction. 

3. This strategy of containment creates a situation where, for the most part these conflicts remain submerged. 

4. The fear of permanent defeat prompts all parties to maintain a tense equilibrium. One method of resolution is 

through the courts. 

5. Unlike in political or economic disputes, a decisive loss in personal belief risks creating deeply embittered and 

alienated communities, and risks an erosion of faith in the neutrality and impartiality of state institutions. 

6. Ex: Constitution framers consciously refrained from directly addressing them: for example, the framers of the 

Constitution deliberately placed the provision for a uniform civil code in the unenforceable DPSP chapter, 

thinking that it was too divisive to be made a FR. 

 

The narrow approach 

1. To avoid overreach, there is a popular school of thought that asks the court to tread with particular caution 

when questions of culture are at stake. 

2. As far as possible the court should avoid hearing and deciding such questions altogether. If it is must to 

decide, then it should do so on the narrowest grounds possible. 

3. The role of the court, in short, is to do everything it can to lower the stakes, and take a pragmatic, problem-

solving approach to the conflict rather than an ideal-oriented, expansive one. 

4. In the Section 377 hearings, the government stated that it would not oppose the ―reading down‖ of Section 

377 as long as it was confined to same-sex relations between consenting adults in private. 

5. During oral arguments, every time the petitioners pressed for something more, government counsel urged the 

court to limit itself to simple decriminalisation, and nothing more. 

 

The transformative approach 

1. The philosophy of Constitutional Adjudication holds that the Constitution is a transformative document, 

whose goal is to erase and remedy long-standing legacies of injustice. 

2. A particular feature of these injustices is their deep-rooted, social and institutional character. In the Indian 

context, the most obvious example is that of caste. 

3. The ill influence of caste-discrimination in our society not only prompted the inclusion of a specific article in 

the Constitution abolishing untouchability (Article 17), but it gave rise to a constitutional vision of equality 

that specifically included affirmative action. 

4. Consequently, the narrow approach sees a culture war triggered by the disruption of a carefully-maintained 

accommodation of cultural difference. 
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5. The transformative approach sees a long-suppressed protest against a system of hierarchy and subordination 

that has found its utterance in the language of constitutional rights. 

6. Ex: In the 377 hearings, it was argued that decades of social exclusion and ostracism of the LGBT community 

could not be remedied simply by ―decriminalisation‖. 

7. Rather, it would require the court that no institution, public or private, would be permitted to discriminate on 

grounds of sexual orientation, or deny any person their civil rights. 

 

Way Forward 

1. In section 377 case, SC ruled for equal moral membership of the LGBTQI community. 

2. Similarly, in the Sabarimala case, Court ruled that constitutional morality must prevail over precepts that are 

rooted in any particular religion. 

3. In these cases, therefore, the court is faced with a stark choice between the narrow and the transformative 

approaches to navigating the choppy waters of culture and the Constitution. 

4. Which direction it chooses to take, depends upon what it believes the Constitution is for and will have 

profound consequences in the years to come. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

The big five at 10 [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ]  

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests 

BRICS Summit, 2018 

1. The heads of state and government of all five BRICS nations including Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa convened for the 10th BRICS Summit from July 25-27, 2018 in Johannesburg, South Africa 

2. The summit saw the BRICS leaders come together and discuss various international and regional issues of 

common concern and adopted the „Johannesburg Declaration‗ by consensus 

3. The declaration reaffirms principles of democracy, inclusiveness and agrees to fight unilateralism and 

protectionism 

 

Johannesburg Declaration 

1. In the age of Twitter, BRICS has produced a 102-paragraph-long Johannesburg Declaration, one of the 

longest in recent years 

2. It implies that this important multilateral grouping has a lot to say about the state of the world 

3. The leaders jointly reaffirmed their commitment to the principles of mutual respect, sovereign equality, 

democracy, inclusiveness and strengthened collaboration 

4. The BRICS leaders have used the summit to reject the growing unilateralism and instead reiterate their 

commitment to the strengthening of multilateral institutions, calling for stronger intra-trade within member 

states 

5. This stemmed from their broader commitment to cooperate for strengthening multilateralism, the rule of law 

and an equitable international order 

 

BRICS not performing as per agenda 

1. BRICS is still far from achieving its initial goals: reform of global financial governance, the democratisation 

of the United Nations, and expansion of the Security Council 

2. This is partially because two of its members (China and Russia) do not want the other three members (India, 

South Africa and Brazil) to obtain parity in the global pecking order 

Fourth Industrial Revolution 

1. The other big idea emanating from the summit is to help nations to prepare for the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution 
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2. Participants embraced it, articulating the need for a new strategy on employment, education and skill 

development as the digital revolution unfolds 

3. The leaders commended the establishment of the BRICS Partnership on New Industrial Revolution (PartNIR) 

4. The BRICS Partnership on New Industrial Revolution (PartNIR) aims to deepen BRICS cooperation in 

digitalisation, industrialisation, innovation, inclusiveness and investment and to maximise the opportunities 

and address the challenges arising from the 4th Industrial Revolution 

5. PartNIR will make a meaningful contribution only if it goes beyond the five ministries of industry 

6. It should engage with the private sector and young innovators working at the cutting edge of technology today 

 

BRICS Plus continues 

1. The BRICS outreach to Africa began at the last summit hosted by South Africa, in 2013 

2. It has picked up momentum now but African leaders want more 

3. They need big loans from the New Development Bank (NDB) for their infrastructure projects 

4. China introduced the ―BRICS Plus‖ format at the Xiamen summit last year by inviting a few countries from 

different regions 

5. South Africa emulated it, arranging the attendance of top-level representation of five nations of its choice: 

Argentina, Jamaica, Turkey, Indonesia and Egypt 

6. The precise role of ―BRICS Plus‖ countries will take time to evolve 

7. An immediate benefit is the immense opportunities it provides for networking among leaders 

 

The relevance of BRICS today 

1. As a partnership that represents over 40% of the world‘s population and accounts for 22% of global GDP, 

BRICS will continue to be an influential voice as long as its convergences prevail over its divergences 

2. With 10 years of development, BRICS has grown into an important platform for cooperation among emerging 

markets and developing countries 

3. Together, the nations account for 26.46 per cent of the world land area, 42.58 per cent of the world‘s 

population, 13.24 per cent of the World Bank voting power and 14.91 per cent of IMF quota shares 

4. According to IMF‘s estimates, the BRICS countries generated 22.53 per cent of the world GDP in 2015 and 

they have contributed more than 50 per cent of world economic growth during the last 10 years 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Govt planning national e-commerce regulator 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 
Draft National e-Com Regulator 

1. A national regulator for e-commerce provisioning mandatory data localization and tax sops for data centres is 

a part of an upcoming legislation governing all aspects of electronic commerce in the country. 

2. The regulator will ensure consumer protection and compliance with foreign investment caps in e-commerce. 
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3. This is in response to a proposal for multilateral discipline in e-commerce at the WTO as various government 

departments have contradictory views on the matter. 

4. The national policy framework in this regard has been prepared by a task force headed by commerce secretary 

Rita Teaotia 

 

Data Localization 

1. Storing user data in a data centre on the Internet that is physically situated in the same country where the data 

originated is called data localization. 

2. While the draft e-commerce policy has strongly recommended data localization, it has suggested a two-year 

sunset period for the industry to adjust before localization rules become mandatory. 

3. It has also suggested direct and indirect tax incentives as well as according infrastructure status to data centres 

to encourage domestic data storage. 

4. The move will help private sector companies comply with the norms laid down by the Srikrishna committee 

on data localization. 

 

Promoting MSMEs 

1. To encourage micro, small and medium enterprises, the draft policy recommends allowing them to follow 

inventory-based e-commerce models for selling locally produced goods through an online platform. 

2. Such companies may also be allowed up to 49% foreign investment. 

3. Currently, e-commerce platforms are allowed only to follow marketplace model where 100% FDI is allowed. 

4. However, the government has so far not permitted any FDI in inventory-based models. 

 

Curbing competition-distorting mergers 

1. The draft policy recommends that the Competition Commission of India consider suitably amending the 

thresholds so that competition-distorting mergers and acquisitions below the existing threshold also get 

mandatorily examined by it in case of e-commerce entities. 

2. For such entities, thresholds based on other variables (such as access to data) which are more relevant in this 

area, would be considered. 

Simplified GST Procedures 

1. The task force has also recommended that the GST procedures for e-commerce be simplified by allowing 

centralized registration instead of local registration. 

2. The relevant GST provisions would be modified in order to create a level playing field between online and 

offline delivery of goods and services for the purpose of GST. 

3. Currently, MSMEs with revenue of less than ₹20 lakh a year are not subject to GST if they sale offline 

whereas they have to pay GST if they sell goods on online platforms. 
                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- THE LIVE MINT  

 

The case for increasing the retirement age of judges [ EDITORIAL /OPINION ] 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary 

ISSUE:-  

● India needs to consider enhancing the retirement age of judges. 

● This would bring a whole lot of benefit to our judicial system. 

India‟s judiciary compare with others:- 

● Age - Retirement age of 70 for judges is common in most countries like - Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, the 

Netherlands, Norway and Australia. 

● Countries like the U.S., Greece and Austria appoint judges to their highest courts (or constitutional courts) for 

life. 

● Currently, the retirement age for judges in India is 60 in lower courts, 62 in High Courts (HC) and 65 in the 

Supreme Court (SC). 
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● Ratio - The judge-population ratio in India is among the lowest in the world at 19.66 judges per million (10 

lakh) people as of today. 

● Contrasting this, in 2016, the U.K. had 51 judges per million people, the U.S. had 107, Australia had 41, and 

Canada had 75. 

 

 The key problem constraining the Indian Judiciary:- 

● Data - Over 3.3 crore cases are classified as backlogs within our judiciary, and more than 2.84 crore cases are 

pending in the subordinate courts alone. 

● Further, ―National Judicial Data Grid‖ notes that over 43 lakh cases are pending before the HCs, and 57,987 

cases are pending before the SC. 

● Lakhs of cases are pending as arrears before the 24 High Courts in India for periods as long as 10-20 years. 

● Implication - Pendency does not only weaken the justice redress system, but it also makes the rule of law a 

distant dream. 

● Notably, more and more litigants now enter the justice redress system without the faintest hope of seeing 

closure in their lifetimes. 

● Future - As the Indian economy grows, the ratio of litigation to population is expected to increase 

exponentially. 

● Notably, advanced economies such as Australia, Canada, France, the U.S., the U.K., and Japan have much 

higher litigation-to- population ratios. 

● C0nsidering the current case load, our judiciary is likely to face an enormous case load that can be of 

catastrophic proportions. 

 

What is the solution? 

● What - It is necessary to increase the number of judges in the pool to enable the judiciary to deal with the 

enormous pendency of cases. 

● It would be desirable for India to emulate the west and consider increasing the retirement age for judges in the 

HCs and SC. 

● Moves - Venkatachaliah Report in 2002 (that reviewed the working of the Constitution) had recommended for 

increasing the retirement age of judges. 

● In this context, Constitution (114th Amendment) Bill to rise the retirement age of HC judges to 65 was 

introduced in 2010, but never got passed. 

● Considering the situation, the bill needs to be revived and the 

 

Advantages of increasing retirement age:-  

Indian law permits retired judges to chair tribunals till the age of 70, which is proof of the persisting competence of 

experienced judges.  

● Retiring them early while their services can continue to benefit the mainstream judiciary is akin to losing 

experienced judges before their prime. 

● Enhancing retirement age will ensure the continued presence of experienced talent pool in the judiciary for 

longer periods. 

● Further, to better the ratio of judge-to-population, newer judges can also be appointed without displacing the 

experienced ones. 

● It will help in reducing arrears and would further be able to take on the impending ―litigation explosion‖ that 

usually comes with economic growth.    

● It will also render post-retirement assignments unattractive and thereby strengthen the rule of law and the 

independence of the judiciary. 
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 PSLV bags first Australian order. 

GS PAPER 03 :- SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

● The Indian PSLV launcher has broken into a rising Australian space market and bagged its first at th small but 

promising order from Down Under. 

● Fleet Space Technologies, an IoT (Internet of Things) startup, disclosed last week that its first 10-kg 

nanosatellite Centauri I would fly to space on a PSLV later this year. 

● The prospect for the PSLV is in the fact that Adelaide-based Fleet plans to put up a constellation of e an 

unstated number of tiny satellites-all of which will need a suitable, timely launch vehicle to take them to 

space. 

● Australia is in the throes of setting up its space agency and an industry around it. 

● Adelaide in South Australia is the current hub of this activity The second nanosat, Centauri II, is to be 

launched on the U.S. SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket later this year. 

● The ISRO has planned a part-commercial PSLV flight around August. Neither Fleet nor Antrix u Corporation, 

ISRO's business arm, could immediately say if Centauri I would go on it. 

● For lighter payloads: The PSLV three versions can lift satellites of 1,000-1,750 kg to distances of around 

600 km in pole-to-pole orbits. 

● A neat launch record has made the booster a trusted and affordable space vehicle for small satellites. Big 

rocket players are focussed on taking heavy, multi-tonne satellites to space. 

                                                                                                                                                                      Source :- Hindu 

 

 

Coal Mine Surveillance & Management System (CMSMS) and „Khan Prahari‟ App 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY- Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Union Minister of Coal, Railways, Finance & Corporate Affairs launched the Coal Mine Surveillance & Management 

System (CMSMS) and Mobile Application ‗Khan Prahari‘. 

● Illegal coal mining not only causes a loss to the nation‘s resources but is also harmful to the environment. 

● It is understood that coal is the main source of livelihood for many poor families residing in coal belts, but 

their sustenance should not be totally dependent on illegal coal mining. 

● It is not only about saving national resources but also about improving the quality of life of those people. 

 

Coal Mine Surveillance & Management System (CMSMS) 

1. The basic objective of CMSMS is reporting, monitoring and taking suitable action on unauthorised coal 

mining activities. 

2. It is a web based GIS application through which location of sites for unauthorised mining can be detected. 

 

 ‗Khan Prahari‟ app 

● Khan Prahari is a tool for reporting any activity taking place related to illegal coal mining like rat hole 

mining, pilferage etc. 

● One can upload geo-tagged photographs of the incident along with textual information directly to the 

system. 

● Hence, both satellite data and human information will be used to capture information on the unauthorised 

mining activities. 

● Once reported, the information will be automatically directed to the nodal officers to take suitable action on 

those activities. 

● The complainant can also track his complaint through the system. The identity of the complainant shall not 

be revealed. This app can easily be downloaded in Android and IOS. 
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● The uniqueness of the system is that it uses satellite data as well as public input to capture information on 

unauthorised coal mining activities and also take appropriate action on them with due transparency. 

 

Other details of these systems 

● The CMSMS will also provide other important information like reclamation work being done by Coal India 

Limited which is being monitored every year by CMPDI using satellite data. 

● Status of Environmental Clearances /Forest Clearances etc. are also linked for information in this system. 

 

GST monthly revenue will exceed •1.1 lakh cr : goyal 

GS PAPER -03  

 speaking  at  the government‘s  ‗GST Day‘  celebrations to mark one year of the indirect tax regime. the 

Finance Minister said that Revenue from GST will exceed Rl.1 lakh crore monthly. He expects about 13 lakh 

crore of revenue from the new tax regime over this financial year. 

 He stated that there was scope for further rationalisation of the tax rates if tax compliance p improved and the 

e-waybill system settled down. 

 He stated that there was scope for further rationalisation of the tax rates if tax compliance  improved and the 

e-waybill system settled down. 

 MrJaitley said that he has worked out a formula that petroleum products would be included in the amendment 

providing for the GST, but the Council can decide the date from which to bring them into GST. He said:  

o He would continue to make efforts and when the States are more comfortable with the revenue 

position, it would be an ideal time to strike for a consensus between them. 

o A single tax rate under GST would be possible only in economies where the entire population has a 

similar and a higher level of paying capacity, which is not the case in India . 

 Finance Secretary said the implementation of GST in India was a success because there was no impact on 

inflation, GDP growth, and "hardly any" impact on revenue collections. 

 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Common Minimum Programme gets nod 

GS PAPER – 03 WELFARE MEASURES BY GOVERNMENT 

A day before the commencement of the nine-day session of the Karnataka legislature, the  five-member coordination 

committee  headed  by former Chief Minister Siddaramaiah  on  Sunday  approved  the Congress–JanataDal  (Secular) 

coalition  government‘s  Common  Minimum  Programme  (CMP), which  includes:- 

 waiver  of farm  loans, 

 creation  of  1 crore jobs 

 allocation of 1.25 lakh crore for irrigation over the next •five years. 

 Formulation  of  a  new sports  policy 

 Universal health  policy  for  the  State, popularly called ‗Arogya Karnataka‘ 

 All •flagship  programmes  of  the erstwhile  Siddaramaiah-led Congress  government 

 construction of 20  lakh houses for  homeless  families  over the next •five years. 

 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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GST helped moderate retail inflation: CII 

GS PAPER -03  

 A survey of more than 200 businesses on  the one-year of GST has said 83% respondents  see  the new  

indirect tax  regime as a  step  in  the right direction and 65% are satisfied with its overall implementation, 

despite some ‗teething problems.‘ 

 According to a CII report on  the  transition  to  the Goods  and  Services  Tax (GST),  its  implementation led  

to  increased  effciency for  businesses  by  reducing their  transportation  time, on  account  of  absence  of 

state-level barriers. 

 Significantly, one-third of the  respondents witnessed a downward movement  in the wholesale prices of their 

supplies,  whereas  almost 30% witnessed a  fall  in  the retail  prices  of  supplies, amid concerns  that  the  

tax regime may  lead to a spike in inflation. 

 No change:- 

o A majority  of  respondents witnessed  no  change  in their supply prices. 

 

 CII director general said GST has had  a moderating impact on retail price inflation, which may have  risen to 

higher  level without the new  tax regime.  
                                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Agni-V to be part of nuclear arsenal soon 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE NAD TECHNOLOGY- INDEGINIOUS TECHNOLOGY 

 India‘s longest-range ballistic missile, Agni-V, will be inducted into the nuclear arsenal very soon 

 The Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) with a range of over 5,000 km can reach most parts of 

China. 

 It is a strategic asset which will act as a deterrent. 

 

More about Agni V : 

 Is a three stage, Long Range Surface to Surface Missile 

 The missile system, with a strike range of 5,000 km. 

 Is capable of carrying nuclear warhead. 

 Agni-V is the ..fth missile in a series after Agni I (700 km range), Agni II (2,000 km 

range), Agni III (2,500 km range) and Agni IV (3,500 km range). 

 

 

Why is this an important landmark for India ? 

 With this addition to its arsenal, India has now joined the elite ICBM club with just five othercountries across 

the world: the United States, Russia, France, China, and Britain. 

 The Agni-V can be launched from effectively anywhere in India, giving the country the ability to hit back and 

maintain a second-strike capability even after facing a nuclear strike. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

INS Sahyadri wins praise for integrating yoga into regime 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 Indigenously built stealth frigate, INS Sahyadri, which is participating in RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific 

Exercise), the world‘s largest international maritime exercise, has been adjudged runner-up in an innovation 

competition during the harbour phase of the exercise. 

 The 26th edition of RIMPAC, hosted by the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM), commenced off 

the Hawaii coast with the participation of about 25,000 personnel and more than 45 surface ships and 

submarines from 25 countries. 
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 INS Sahyadri presented the ‗idea of integrating yoga into our daily life as technology for well-being during 

extended deployments for ships. 

 It was appreciated by representatives of participating countries.            

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 
 

FDI growth hits 5-year low in 2017-18  

GS PAPER – 03 FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT 

 Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India seems to be petering out with the inflows growth rate recording a 

five-year low of 3 per cent at USD 44.85 billion in 2017-18.  

 According to the latest data of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), FDI in 2017-18 

grew by only 3 per cent to USD 44.85 billion.  

 Foreign inflows in the country grew by 8.67 per cent in 2016-17, 29 per cent in 2015-16, 27 per cent in 2014-

15, and 8 per cent in 2013-14.  

 However, FDI inflows recorded a negative growth of 38 per cent in 2012-13.  

 According to experts, it is critical to revive domestic investments and further ease of doing business in the 

country to attract foreign investors.  

o While the government has taken substantial efforts in relaxing the regulations as well as removing 

ambiguities, global consumer and retail companies are still hesitant to take decisions to invest in 

India . 

o However, India has done considerably well in terms of moving up the ranking in terms of ease of 

doing business, however, it needs to reach a level that creates enthusiasm for the overseas investors . 

 An UNCTAD report, stated that :- 

o the foreign direct investment in India decreased to USD 40 billion in 2017 from USD 44 billion in 

2016 fiscal.  

o However, outflows from India, the main source of the FDI in South Asia, more than doubled to USD 

11 billion . 

 Mauritius has emerged as the largest source of FDI in India in 2017-18 followed by Singapore, Netherlands 

,the US and Japan . 

 The main sectors that received maximum foreign inflows in the last fiscal include :- 

o services (USD 6.7 billion),  

o computer software and hardware (USD 6.15 billion),  

o telecommunications (USD 6.21 billion), 

o  trading (USD 4.34 billion),  

o construction (USD 2.73 billion)  

o automobile (USD 2 billion)  

o power (USD 1.62 billion) .  

 FDI is important as India would require huge investments in the coming years to overhaul its infrastructure 

sector to boost growth. Decline in foreign inflows could put pressure on the country's balance of payments and 

may also impact the value of the rupee     
                                                                                                                      SOURCE:- THE HINDU, THE ECONOMIC TIMES 

 

 

The dream of being an AI powerhouse [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 03 

 

NITI Aayog‟s strategy for AI 

1. In a recent discussion paper, NITI Aayog has chalked out an ambitious strategy for India to become an artificial 

intelligence (AI) powerhouse 
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2. NITI Aayog envisions AI solutions for India on a scale not seen anywhere in the world today, especially in five 

key sectors — agriculture, healthcare, education, smart cities and infrastructure, and transport 

What is AI? 

1. AI is the use of computers to make decisions that are normally made by humans 

2. It works on Machine learning which is the set of technologies used to create AI 

3. ML takes reams of historical data as input, identifies the relationships among data elements, and makes 

predictions 

 

Problems in making AI stride in India 

1. The first problem is data 

 India has sparse data in sectors like agriculture 

 The lack of data means that deep learning doesn‘t work for all companies in India 

2.  Another problem for AI firms today is finding the right people 

 NITI Aayog‘s report says that only about 50 Indian scientists carry out ―serious research‖ and they are 

concentrated in elite institutions such as the Indian Institutes of Technology and the Indian Institutes of 

Science 

 Only about 4% of AI professionals have worked in emerging technologies like deep learning 

 

What needs to be done? 

1. If the government is serious about AI solutions powering agriculture or healthcare, it must collect and digitize 

better under its existing programs 

2. To close the skill gap, NITI Aayog suggests setting up a network of basic and applied AI research institutes. 

These should collaborate closely with agricultural universities, medical colleges and infrastructure planners 

3. NITI Aayog‘s ambitious road map does not mention deadlines or funding. Without these, it lacks 

accountability so this should be announced first 

Way forward 

1. The NITI Aayog report talks about collaboration. But unless collaboration is the basis for the new crop of 

institutes, these institutes won‘t make a difference 

2. The government must make haste and specify its commitments on these fronts. 

 

Gearing up for space wars: on America‟s plans to build space weapons 
 American plans for a space weapons corps 

1. The announcement by U.S. President Donald Trump in June about the creation of a ―space force‖ or a sixth 

branch of the American armed forces has taken many by surprise within and outside the U.S. 

2. The imperative by America to build space weapons is not new and has had its roots going back to the Cold War 

3. The creation of the new force represents an important shift at an institutional level 

 

The militarization of space & international response 

1. The purpose being stated is to deny the Russians and the Chinese advantages in space 

2. The intention is to see that the U.S. establishes and maintains dominance in space 

3. China has announced that it opposes the weaponization of space 

4. China‘s space military programme has been dedicated to building ―Assassin Mace‖ technologies (an array of 

kinetic and non-kinetic means of attack) 

 

Impacts of this move on India 

1. Beijing‘s reaction could be much stronger than its seemingly muted official response 

2. It possesses a formidable space military programme that far exceeds current Indian capabilities 
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Way forward 

1. New Delhi would do well to come out with an official white paper on space weapons 

2. The government needs to engage with multiple stakeholders directly about the role space weapons will play in 

India‘s grand strategy. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Source:- The Hindu 

 

Govt accepts 5-point plan to resolve NPAs, rules out bad bank 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY  

The government agreed to a five-pronged strategy to resolve toxic loans, with the larger ones among them going to an 

Asset Management Company (AMC) or an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF). 

 Project Sashakt to resolve NPA crisis 

1. Finance minister accepted the report by a committee of bankers set up in this regard, that the strategy, 

called Project Sashakt. 

2. It will help retain the value of the asset through an operational turnaround. 

3. The finance ministry had set up the committee, led by Punjab National Bank chairman Sunil Mehta 

II. No Bad Banks 

1. There is no proposal to create a bad bank, and Project Sashakt does not require any regulatory forbearance. 

2. A bad bank is a new company created to buy poorly-performing assets from another bank. 

III. Project Sashakt outlines the resolution of bad loans depending on their size 

1. Bad loans of up to ₹50 crore will be managed by a focused vertical to be set up at the bank level itself, 

which will ensure the loan is resolved within 90 days. 

2. For bad loans of ₹50-500 crore, banks will enter into an inter-creditor agreement, authorizing the lead bank 

to implement a resolution plan within 180 days, which includes appointing turnaround specialists. If the 

lead bank does not complete the process in time, the asset would be referred to National Company Law 

Tribunal (NCLT). 

3. For loans above ₹500 crore, the committee has recommended setting up an independent AMC supported by 

institutional funding in stressed assets or an AIF. 

IV. AMCs to consolidate Stressed Assets 

1. The idea is to help consolidate stressed assets under the AMC model for better and faster decision making. 

2. There can be more than one AMC, completely market-driven with small equity required. 

3. No capital is required from the government. Investors can come and invest. It would be an open process. 

V. New role for NCLT 

1. Bigger loans which cannot be resolved through any of the above methods will be transferred to the NCLT 

for resolution under the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

2. The committee also recommended an asset trading platform for both performing and non-performing 

assets. 
                                                                                                                                                                   SOURCE:- LIVE MINT 

 

What India must do to be a free trade champion  

GS PAPER -03 Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy & their effects on industrial 

growth 

Trade war across the globe 

1. The tariffs and counter-tariffs levied by the US and its allies and rivals alike are mounting 

2. The World Trade Organization has warned that growth in global trade is contingent on escalating trade 

tensions not acting as a spoiler 

 India‘s position on liberalization 

1. It has spoken repeatedly about the benefits of a liberal trade regime at international forums in the recent 

past 
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2. But rhetoric and reality don‘t always match up as can be seen by its Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) dilemma 

What does India want in RCEP? 

1. India has been making efforts to fold services trade liberalization into the pact 

2. Why? As of 2016-17, India‘s share of world merchandise exports stood at 1.65% while its share of world 

service exports was twice that at 3.35% 

3. This essentially means that India is more efficient and in a better position to export services rather than 

goods 

4. But the political sensitivity of the factors affecting services trade— the cross-border movement of 

professionals and the behind-the-border nature of regulation among them—makes it difficult to make 

headway 

India‟s goods trade and associated issues 

1. Indian goods exports are currently dominated by petroleum products, chemical products, textiles and 

garments, and engineering goods 

2. But quality matters more than quantity 

3. Exports with higher productivity and sophistication will contribute more to economic growth 

4. India‘s basket of export continues to be dominated by goods of relatively low sophistication 

5. It skews substantially more towards low-tech manufacturing than the median of peer emerging economies 

What does this lead to? 

This hamstrings India on two fronts 

1. It limits the domestic productivity and income-boosting effects of exports 

2. It also makes it harder for India to gain the comparative advantage needed to take full advantage of bilateral 

and regional free trade pacts 

 

Factors affecting exports 

1. The current poor performance of Indian exports undoubtedly has something to do with the demonetization 

shock, the goods and services tax (GST) snafu when it comes to refund payments for exporters and the twin 

balance sheet problem 

2. Indian exports are more sensitive to demand than the price 

3. India‘s exports are also driven by domestic supply-side constraints 

4. Power shortages and poor reliability also affect export growth significantly 

5. There are the multiple factors, ranging from onerous labour laws to regulatory costs, that keep companies 

small 

6. Such companies have neither the capital and scale to move to more sophisticated goods, nor the worker 

skills to be part of such value chains 

7. Poor innovation capital—due to the lack of quality higher education, low public and private expenditure on 

research and development and a lacking legislative framework 

Findings in Economic Survey 2017-18 

1. Improved logistics have huge implications on increasing exports, as a 10% decrease in indirect logistics 

cost can contribute to around 5-8% of extra exports 

2. India has logistics costs around double of those in developed economies 

Way forward 

1. Free trade, for all the distributional issues that have rightly come into sharp focus over the past few years, is 

a net good 

2. India needs to sort out its goods versus services dilemma & the gap between theory and practice 

3. This won‘t be bridged without a structural transformation in Indian exports 

                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE:- LIVE MINT 
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India to provide tariff concessions on 3,142 items to APTA members 

GS PAPER - 03 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements 

involving India &/or affecting India’s interests 

● India has agreed to provide tariff concessions on 3,142 products to Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA) 

members, including Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, from July 1 

● These duty concessions will be more for least developed countries (LDCs) and less for developing nations 

Difference between FTA & PTA 

● Under a free trade agreement, countries cut or eliminate duties on the most number of goods traded 

between them besides liberalizing norms to promote services trade and investments 

● But under a Preferential Trade Agreement, duties are eliminated on a certain number of identified items 

 

Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA) 

● APTA is an initiative under the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (UN ESCAP) for trade expansion through exchange of tariff concessions among developing 

country members of the Asia Pacific Region 

● It is a preferential trade agreement (PTA), under which the basket of items, as well as extent of tariff 

concessions, are enlarged during the trade negotiating rounds which are launched from time to time 

● The six member countries are Bangladesh, China, India, Laos, Korea and Sri Lanka 

● It is in place since 1975 

 
                                                                                                                                                     SOURCE:- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

KVIC launches e-marketing system 

GS MAINS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT 

Khadi Institution Management and Information System (KIMIS) 

1. The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) launched an e-billing system named Khadi 

Institution Management and Information System (KIMIS). 

2. The system is an in-house single umbrella billing software for sale and purchase that could be monitored, 

round-the-clock, from any part of India. 

3. The system can be accessed from anywhere in the country for the sale and purchase of Khadi and Village 

Industries products. 

4. This software will give real-time data of sales and will also give the updated status of stocks of khadi 

bhawans and godowns, allowing better planning and control of inventory of the KVIC. 

5. He added that 480 Khadi institutions and showrooms are linked with this billing software and it will be 

useful in raising demand and supply of goods in high demand. 

 

ABOUT KVIC 

1. The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory body formed by the 

Government of India, under the Act of Parliament, ‗Khadi and Village Industries Commission 

Act of 1956‘. 

2. It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, with 

regard to khadi and village industries within India. 

3. Its head office is based in Mumbai, with its six zonal offices in Delhi, Bhopal, Bangalore, 

Kolkata, Mumbai and Guwahati. 

4. The Commission has three main objectives which guide its functioning. These are – 

● The Social Objective – Providing employment in rural areas 
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● The Economic Objective – Providing saleable articles 

● The Wider Objective – Creating self-reliance amongst people and building up a strong rural 

community spirit. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                          Source :- Pib 

 

 

Cabinet approves DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life 

The Union Cabinet has approved The DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 2018 

Background 

● The government was responding to a PIL in 2012 on the use of DNA profiling for identifying unclaimed 

bodies, especially to match them with cold cases of missing persons. 

● The government had informed the Supreme Court that it will introduce a DNA profiling Bill in the 

Monsoon Session of the Parliament. 

NCRB Report on Such Crimes 

● The aggregate incidence of such crimes in the country, as per the statistics of the National Crime Records 

Bureau (NCRB) for 2016, is in excess of 3 lakhs per year. 

● Of these, only a very small proportion is being subjected to DNA testing at present. 

● It is expected that the expanded use of this technology in these categories of cases would result not only in 

speedier justice delivery but also in increased conviction rates, which at present is only around 30% (NCRB 

Statistics for 2016). 

DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill, 2018  

● The primary intended purpose for enactment of the bill is for expanding the application of DNA-based 

forensic technologies to support and strengthen the justice delivery system of the country. 

● The utility of DNA based technologies for solving crimes, and to identify missing persons, is well 

recognized across the world. 

● Other aims include Speedier justice delivery and Increased conviction rate. 

● Bill‘s provisions will enable the cross-matching between persons reported missing and unidentified dead 

bodies found in various parts of the country, and also for establishing the identity of victims in mass 

disasters. 

● By providing for the mandatory accreditation and regulation of DNA laboratories, the Bill seeks to ensure 

the data remain protected from misuse or abuse in terms of the privacy rights of our citizens. 

Benefits of DNA Profiling 

Forensic DNA profiling is of proven value in solving cases involving offenses that are categorized as affecting the 

human body (such as murder, rape, human trafficking, or grievous hurt), and those against property (including theft, 

burglary, and dacoity). 

 

DNA profiling technology 

1. DNA fingerprinting or DNA profiling is a method of isolating and identifying variable elements within 

the base-pair sequence of DNA. 

2. DNA fingerprinting technology is utilized by police all over the world for fool-proof identification of 

criminals who leave their traces at the crime scene while committing the crime. 

3. The technology plays a crucial role in solving crimes as it has potential to link a series of crimes by 

placing the suspects by linking them with the crime scene. 

                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB  



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 122 
 

Minimum support price for paddy hiked by - 200 a quintal 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices 

In keeping with the promise made in this year‘s Budget speech, the Union Cabinet has approved a hike in minimum 

support price (MSPs) for kharif crops so that they are 50% higher than the cost of production, not including land costs. 

MSP ANNOUNCED FOR 14 COMMODITIES 

● Cabinet committee on Economic affairs announced MSP 

● Major hikes being seen in cereals such as bajra, jowar and ragi, as well as cotton. 

● In percentage terms, this year‘s MSP of Rupee 1,750 per quintal is only a 12.9% increase from last year‘s 

MSP of rupees 1,550 per quintal. 

○ Mr. Singh said the rupees 200 per quintal increase in the MSP for paddy was the highest ever such 

year-on-year hike in absolute terms. 

                                                                                                                                                                Source :- The Hindu  

 

Animal are legal entities with rights, duties and liabilities of a living person: 

Uttarakhand 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - ANIMAL REARING   

Background 

1. The order came on a public interest lawsuit seeking restrictions on the movement of horse-drawn carts 

between Indian and Nepal through Banbasa. 

2. It was also prayed for in the PIL that there should be provisions for vaccination, medical checkup of the 

horses for suspected infections before entering into the Indian Territory from Nepal and for regulating 

traffic in the border areas. 

To prevent cruelty against animals 

1. In a unique ruling, the Uttarakhand High Court accorded the status of ―legal person or entity‖ to animals in 

the State, saying ―they have a distinct persona with corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living 

person.‖ 

2. A Division Bench bestowed the unique status on animal kingdom while issuing a series of directions to 

prevent cruelty against animals. 

3. The bench said that to protect and promote the greater welfare of animals including avian and aquatic, 

animals are required to be conferred with the status of legal entity/ legal person. 

4. The entire animal kingdom, including avian and aquatic ones, are declared as legal entities having a distinct 

persona with corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living person. 

Guidelines issued by the bench 

1. The court also declared all Uttarakhand natives the guardians of animals and endowed them with the duty 

to ensure their welfare and protection. 

2. The Bench also gave directions ranging from the amount of load allowed to be pulled by various animals in 

accordance with the kind of carriage being pulled to the number of riders per carriage. 

3. Further banning the use of spike or other sharp tackle or equipment on the animal, the court also directed 

the State government to ensure that if the temperature exceeds 37°C or drops below 5°C, no person be 

permitted to keep in harness any animal used for the purpose of drawing vehicles. 

4. The court also went into the aspect of animal safety, highlighting the need for fluorescent reflectors in 

carriages and animals, certificates of unladen weight of vehicles, compulsory shelter of suitable size for 

horses, bullocks and stray cattle and a direction to the veterinary doctors of Uttarakhand to treat any stray 

animals brought to them or by visiting them. 

5. The court said as the carts driven by animals have no mechanical devices, animal-drawn carriages have to 

be given Right of Way over other vehicles. 
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Two Types of Persons 

1. In common law jurisprudence, there are two types of persons — natural persons or human beings and 

artificial person, which are also known as juristic persons, juridical entity or a legal person other than a 

natural person. 

2. Legal or juristic persons are created by law and recognized as a legal entity, having a distinct identity, legal 

personality and besides duties and rights. 

3. They include private business firm or entity, non-governmental or government organizations, trusts and 

societies, besides others. 

 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 

1. The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted in 1960 to prevent 

the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering on animals and to amend the laws relating to the prevention 

of cruelty to animals. 

2. The Act further recognizes slaughter for food. Section 11 of the Act does not categorize slaughter of 

animals for food as cruelty. 

3. It makes a specific exemption for ―destruction of any animal as food for mankind unless such destruction or 

preparation was accompanied by the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering. 

4. As per the provisions of the law, the government of India formed the Animal Welfare Board of India. 

 
                                                                                                                                                   Source :- The Indian Express 

 

The paradox of job growth [ editorial /opinion] 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT  

Latest employment estimates 

1. Central Statistics Office (CSO) released employment estimates recently 

2. The CSO‘s press release has claimed that 4.1 million new jobs were created in the economy‘s formal sector 

during eight months since last September 

3. They are off the mark, and confined to the economy‘s organized or formal sector, accounting at best for 

15% of the workforce 

4. NITI Aayog and official economists have also put out similar estimates since early this year 

5. But the official estimates are completely silent about the majority of the workforce engaged in the informal 

sector 

CSO definition 

1. The CSO release defines jobs as ones that provide at least one government financed (or mandated) social 

security benefit such as Employees‘ Provident Fund (EPF), National Pension Scheme, or Employees‘ State 

Insurance Scheme 

Reliability of these estimates 

1. The estimates are based on administrative records of implementing the social security schemes, whose 

completeness, consistency and accuracy are unknown 

2. Since a formal (organised) sector worker, in principle, can legitimately access (or subscribe to) more than 

one social security scheme, double counting is a distinct possibility 

3. The official data also suffers from a conceptual problem 

4. The social security databases, by design, are lists of workers enrolled in the schemes, as an entitlement or 

as voluntary subscribers — not employment registers 

5. These schemes are applicable to establishments above a certain size (of employment), and to certain kinds 

of enterprises 
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How actual job growth doesn‟t happen 

1. For instance, in the factory sector, those employing 20 or more workers are mandated to provide EPF to all 

the workers (with a matching contribution by the employer) 

2. So, if in a factory, employment goes up from 19 to 20 workers, it comes under the purview of the EPF, to 

be provided to all the 20 workers 

3. The EPF enrolment increases by 20 workers, but the additional job created is just for one worker 

India‟s job sector 

1. The formal sector stands at the apex of India‘s labour market pyramid, agriculture being at the bottom, 

employing 50% of the workforce 

2. The remaining workers are in the non-farm informal sector, spread across rural and urban areas 

3. This sector has grown in recent decades at the expense of the other two sectors mentioned above 

4. Nearly half of the informal labour workers are self-employed in household (or own account) enterprises, 

often engaging unpaid family labour 

5. Varying degrees of under-employment or disguised unemployment are the defining feature of informal 

labour markets 

Lack of data on job sector 

1. Since 1972-73, the five-yearly Employment-Unemployment Surveys (EUS)conducted by the National 

Sample Survey (NSS) have been the mainstay for analysing labour market trends 

2. The last round of the EUS was in held in 2011-12 

3. Now, there is no reliable way of updating employment trends 

4. The EUS has been replaced with an annual Period Labour Force Survey, and a time use survey but these 

are yet to be released 

Why low job growth? 

1. GDP growth figures are probably overestimated on account of the mis-measurement of GDP in the new 

National Accounts Statistics (NAS) series 

2. The economy is probably growing much slower 

3. In manufacturing, in the last few years, the growth rates reported by the Index of Industrial Production 

(IIP), and the Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) are consistently lower than those reported by GDP in 

manufacturing, suggesting an overestimation of manufacturing value added in the NAS 

4. Demonetisation and the Goods and Services Tax (GST) seem to have dented informal sector production 

and employment 

Way forward 

1. The recent output growth rates are probably overestimated after the latest revision of the National Accounts 

Statistics a few years ago, on account of the questionable methodologies and databases used 

2. The faulty barometer of economic well-being seems to be misleading the nation 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Allow gambling in sports but regulate it, says law panel 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - MONEY LAUNDERING AND ITS PREVENTION  

SUGGESTIONS TO LEGALISE GAMBLING:- 

● The Law Commission has recommended that gambling and betting on sports, including cricket, be allowed as 

regulated activities taxable under the direct and indirect tax regimes and used as a source for attracting foreign 

direct investment (FDI) 

● The commission‘s report, ―Legal Framework: Gambling and Sports Betting including Cricket in India‖, 

recommends a number of changes in the law for regulating betting and generating tax revenues from it. 

Key suggestions 

1. Parliament may also enact a model law for regulating gambling that may be adopted by the states 
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2. In the alternative, Parliament may legislate in the exercise of its powers under Articles 249 or 252 of the 

Constitution 

3. In case legislation is made under Article 252, states other than the consenting states will be free to adopt the 

same 

4. The commission has recommended linking Aadhar or PAN card of an individual indulging in betting and 

gambling, and making the transaction cashless to regulate illegal activities such as money laundering 

5. The commission has also recommended amending the laws regulating forex and India‘s FDI policy to 

allow investments in the casino and online gaming industry. 

6. The commission recommended a classification of ‗proper gambling‘ and ‗small gambling.‘ ‗Proper 

gambling‘ would be for the rich who play for high stakes, while ‗small gambling‘ would be for the low 

income groups 

7.  the government to introduce a cap on the number of gambling transactions for each individual, that is, 

monthly, half-yearly and annual. 

a. Restrictions on amount should be prescribed while using electronic money facilities like credit cards, 

debit cards, and net banking. Gambling websites should not solicit pornography.  

8. the revenue from gambling should be taxable under laws like the Income Tax Act and the Goods and 

Services Tax Act. 

9. The money generated can be used for public welfare activities. 

 

Possible impacts:- 

 Allowing FDI in the industry would bring substantial amounts of investment to those states that decide to 

permit casinos, propelling the growth of the tourism and hospitality industries 

 It will also enable such states to generate higher revenue and employment opportunities. 
                                                                                                                                    SOURCE :- THE HINDU, THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Winged guest arrive at Bhitarkanika national park 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT -  BIODIVERSITY  

● With the onset of the monsoon season, residential water birds have begun thronging the Bhitarkanika National 

Park in Odisha‘s Kendrapara district, a forest official said. 

● The water birds have started arriving at the wetland in small groups. Their arrival has re-established 

Bhitarkanika as a prominent heronry (breeding ground) of the Stat 

● The Bhitarkanika National Park is one of the largest habitats of endangered estuarine crocodiles in the country  

 

About The Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP):-  

● The Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP) is located in Kendrapara district of Odisha and is spread over 672 

square kilometers.  

● Recently the national park has registered an impressive rise in mammal population due to adequate 

conservation measures and vigil by anti-poaching squad of the forest department.  

● According to the latest head count report released by the forest department, the enumerators spotted 7,129 

mammals of 14 species in Kendrapara district while the figure stood at 6,122 in 2016.  

● According to wildlife staff, there are couple of factors are contributing to the rising graph.  

● First, the rich and lush-green mangrove forest has turned out to be an ideal habitat for hyenas, boars and deer. 

Besides, lack of human interference in their habitation corridors has also emerged favourable.  

● There is also imbalance in predator-prey base in Bhitarkanika. Unlike the Sundarbans, Bhitarkanika 

mangroves are devoid of tigers. 

 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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ISRO‟s first „pad abort‟ test, critical for future human space mission, successful 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

What is Crew Escape (Pad Abort) System? 

● The Crew Escape System is an emergency escape measure to quickly pull the crew module — the astronaut 

cabin — along with astronauts out to a safe distance from the launch vehicle in the event of a launch abort. 

● It is held for the safe recovery of the crew module in case of any exigency at the launch pad. 

ISRO‟s success for future “Manned Mission” 

● The first ‗pad abort‘ test critical for a future human space mission was conducted successfully by ISRO. 

● The test was conducted at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

● Describing it as a major technology demonstrator the space agency said the PAT (pad abort test) is the first 

in a series of tests to qualify a crew escape system technology of a manned mission in the future. 

● The Crew Escape System is an emergency escape measure to quickly pull the crew module — the astronaut 

cabin — along with astronauts out to a safe distance from the launch vehicle in the event of a launch abort. 

Particulars of the test 

● The Crew Escape System with a simulated 6-tonne crew module lifted off from its pad. 

● It was propelled on its own seven specially made complex in-built rockets. 

● In the next four-odd minutes, it reached a height of 2.7 km and curved down into the Bay of Bengal on 

parachutes. 

● It landed in the sea at a distance of 2.9 km from the launch center. 

● The rockets are solid-fuel powered and specially designed for quickly ejecting the crew module and 

astronauts to a safe distance without exceeding the safe G-levels. 

● Nearly 300 sensors recorded various functional aspects of the mission during the test flight. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

 ICAT releases First BS-VI engine certificate 

GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Volvo Eicher to receive first commercial BS VI Certificate 

1. ICAT has completed the first BS-VI certification for a heavy-duty engine model for M/s Volvo Eicher 

Commercial Vehicle Limited. 

2. The engine has been developed and manufactured indigenously by Volvo Eicher in India. 

3. The successful completion of the compliance test of the engine, much ahead of the implementation date of 

1 April 2020, gives sufficient time for product stabilization in terms of making it more robust and cost 

competitive for the end consumers. 

Why BS VI? 

● The pro-active approach from the Government of India has made the country leapfrog from the 

conventional BS-IV to directly adopt BS-VI emission norms as the next level for regulatory framework in 

India. 

● The BS-VI emission standards are much more elaborate in their scope and integrate substantial changes to 

existing emission standards ensuring cleaner products to the consumer. 

● Besides the more stringent limits on the gaseous emission components, the particulate matter (PM) limits 

have also been significantly reduced along with the introduction of particle number (PN) limits. 

International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) 

● The International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) is a division of NATRiP implementation 

society (NATIS), under the administrative control of the Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises, 

Government of India. 
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● ICAT is the first of new world-class centers established under the National Automotive Testing and R&D 

Infrastructure Project (NATRiP) with the main objective of carrying out Research & Development besides 

extending homologation facilities in the field of Automotive Engineering. 

● ICAT is one of the prime testing agencies recognized by the Government of India as one of the accredited 

‗Type Approval and Homologation‘ agencies in India under Central Motor Vehicle Rules (CMVR). 

● It has also been recognized as Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (SIRO) by the Department of 

Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), since Feb 2010, by BIS for Tyre Testing, Safety Glasses and by 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for emission and noise testing of generator sets. 

Bharat Emission Standards 

● Bharat stage emission standards (BSES) are emission standards instituted by the Government of India to 

regulate the output of air pollutants from internal combustion engines and Spark-ignition engines 

equipment, including motor vehicles 

● The standards and the timeline for implementation are set by the Central Pollution Control Board under the 

Ministry of Environment & Forests and climate change 

● The standards, based on European regulations were first introduced in 2000 

● Bharat Stage IV emission norms have been in place since April 2010 and it has been enforced for entire 

country since April 2017 

● In 2016, the Indian government announced that the country would skip the BS-V norms altogether and 

adopt BS-VI norms by 2020 

● While the norms help in bringing down pollution levels, it invariably results in increased vehicle cost due to 

the improved technology & higher fuel prices 

 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB  

 

Is India winning the battle against extreme poverty? [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Development and employment 

India out of extreme poverty cycle 

1. India is perhaps no longer home to the highest number of people living in extreme poverty. 

2. Researchers at Brookings Institution say Nigeria had 87 million people living in extreme poverty in May 

2018, compared to 73 million in India. 

3. They predict that the Indian number is expected to drop to around 20 million over the next four years. 

Poverty – a disguise in India? 

1. The World Bank defines a person as extremely poor if she is living on less than 1.90 international dollars a 

day, which are adjusted for inflation as well as price differences between countries. 

2. The results of the recently concluded consumer expenditure survey conducted by the National Sample 

Survey Organisation are used to generate estimates of absolute poverty. 

3. It will show that there are only 50 million Indians now living below the poverty line defined by the Suresh 

Tendulkar committee, or one in 25. 

4. Poverty numbers have always been a source of heated debate in India and the claims that India is on the 

verge of winning the battle against extreme poverty sit uneasily with the current concerns about job 

creation or rural distress. 

Comparing with China 

1. China began to score massive wins against extreme poverty at the turn of the century when its per capita 

income in terms of purchasing power parity (PPP) was around $4,000. 

2. It was thus very likely that India would see a similar result after it reached a similar average income level at 

the end of the previous decade. 

3. PPP incomes average around $7,000 right now, compared to around $2,500 in the year 2000. 
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4. Chinese success has no doubt that rapid economic growth as the main reason why extreme poverty could be 

rolled back. 

What pulled China out of extreme poverty? 

1. The centrality of economic expansion is often lost in the heated ideological debates in India. 

2. But there were also other factors at play—the shift of people to jobs in formal enterprises, investments in 

human capital, relatively equal land ownership in rural areas, and targeted interventions to help the 

extremely poor. 

3. These allowed China to pull most of its citizens out of extreme poverty despite rising inequality. 

 

Indian Scenario of Poverty Reduction 

● Poverty Reduction isn‘t the only Indicator 

1. It is time to close the tired debate about whether the economic reforms of 1991 have only helped the rich, 

though empirical proof will not come in the way of grand claims that poverty is actually increasing in India. 

2. Other indicators of well-being such as infant mortality and nutrition have also been improving. 

● Outdated poverty definition in India 

1. India will once again have to redefine what it means by poverty. Poverty lines have to be recalibrated 

depending on changes in income, consumption patterns and prices. 

2. The usual poverty line used in narratives is 1.90 international dollars a day, but the World Bank has two 

others—$3.20 per day for middle-income countries and $5.50 per day for rich countries. 

3. India is now a middle-income country, with an estimated per capita income of around $9,000 in purchasing 

power parity. 

4. Economists suggest that a poverty line of $3.20 translates into ₹75 a day, or 68% higher than the 

Tendulkar poverty line. 

● Poverty not to be assumed as Hunger only 

1. Third, the Indian political, policy and administrative systems have to adjust to the new realities of the 

transition to a middle- income country. 

2. Here poverty does not mean living at the edge of hunger but, rather, lack of income to take advantage of the 

opportunities thrown up by a growing economy. 

Way Forward 

1. The focus of government spending should be on the provision of public goods rather than subsidies. 

2. Also, the rate at which economic growth translates into poverty reduction depends on what happens to 

inequality. 

3. India was battling the threat of widespread famine some five decades ago when even its ability to feed a 

growing population was questioned. There has been a lot of progress since then. 

4. Even the very possibility of a final victory against the sort of extreme poverty that was common not so long 

ago is no mean achievement. 

5. Inequality along with poverty needs to be targeted.  

                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE:- LIVE MINT 

 

The price is right [ EDITORIAL / OPINION]  

GS PAPER - 03 Issues related to direct & indirect farm subsidies & minimum support prices 

Hike in MSP 

1. The cabinet has approved MSPs for Kharif crops for the year 2018-19 

2. The MSPs are not only 50 percent higher than the cost, in some cases, they are far greater 

3. Since the beginning of the economic reforms in the early 1990s, the focus of agricultural policy has shifted 

towards prices 

4. Farmers are losing faith in the market and seeking direct intervention by the government, mainly at the 

Centre 
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5. The situation has been aggravated by unanticipated increases in the domestic production of some crops like 

pulses and the low global prices of agricultural commodities exerting downward pressure on domestic 

prices 

History of MSP system 

1. India started the system of MSPs in the mid-1960s for wheat 

2. It gradually brought all major cereals, oilseeds, pulses, cotton, jute and sugarcane into its ambit 

MSP economics 

1. The Union government has decided to keep MSPs at least 50 per cent above the sum of cost of production 

(A2) and imputed wages for the time spent by the farmer and his/her family (FL) in crop production 

2. A2 is a comprehensive cost and includes paid or imputed costs of all purchased or own inputs like seed, 

fertilizer, manure, bullock labour and machine labour, interest on working capital, irrigation expenses, 

depreciation, rent paid for the leased-in land, costs of repair and miscellaneous expenses 

 

Using C2 cost instead of A2 will not be good 

1. Cost C2 is arrived at by adding the rental value of owned land and interest on fixed capital to cost A2 plus 

FL 

2. On average, around 40 percent of Cost C2 (imputed rent for own land and imputed value of family labour 

used in crop production) is not a cost but income to the farmer 

3. If MSP is just equal to cost C2, it includes 40 percent as a net return for the farmers 

4. No principle of economics tells us to award a margin on those costs which are not actually incurred 

5. Keeping MSP at 50 percent above cost C2 involves an increase in the current MSP by 27-89 percent for 

kharif and up to 45 percent for rabi crops 

6. Such a price entails a 50-100 percent increase in the existing farm-level prices of some crops at one go 

Impact of using the C2 methodology 

1. Demand-side factors at present do not support such a sharp increase in prices 

2. In such a situation, the private trade will not have any incentive to operate in the market 

3. The entire onus of procuring the marketable surplus will come on the government, which in turn will be 

required to heavily subsidize the procured produce in order to dispose of it 

4. This will make domestic prices much higher than global prices, which will strongly hit exports and make 

India attractive for imports 

5. It will also leave little incentive for efficiency and diversification in the crop sector 

6. Such a move involves keeping prices artificially high and cannot be sustained fiscally 

Why should market intervention in terms of prices be minimum? 

1. Excessive intervention in prices can have serious implications for the functioning of the market, fiscal 

resources and imports and exports 

2. The best prices for farm produce can be realised from a competitive market 

What can be done to ensure fair prices? 

1. Regulatory reforms 

2. Institutional changes 

3. The development of appropriate infrastructure to promote the evolution of the agricultural market system 

Way forward 

1. The new MSPs announced by the government for kharif crops meet the spirit the Swaminathan Committee 

recommendation of 50 per cent net return over Cost C2 

2. The stakeholders now need to differentiate areas for action by the Centre and the states 

3. There is a particular need to put pressure on the states to undertake the required reforms to make 

agricultural markets more efficient, competitive and responsive to the needs of producers and consumers 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 
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Rupee sinks to record closing low 

Gs paper-03 ECONOMY  

The Indian rupee on Thursday plunged by 21 paise to a fresh closing low of 68.95 against the dollar amid huge 

demand for the US currency and worries over capital outflows. 

the currency was in free fall as foreign investors pulled out from emerging markets in what came to be known as the 

‗taper tantrum‘. 

The rupee has come under intense pressure:-  

● A surge in international oil prices has increased demand for the U.S. currency among the country‘s refiners, 

who import a bulk of their crude requirement from overseas.  

● Indian currency has depreciated about 8% against the dollar making it the worst performing currency in Asia. 

● The rupee needs to retain trade-weighted parity against competing exporter nations, especially in the face of a 

likely global trade conflict, has also weakened sentiment in the currency. 

TIGHTER MONETARY POLICY:- 

● US Federal Reserve signalling a tighter monetary policy, foreign investors have been pulling out funds from 

the emerging markets since April this year. 

● The Fed had projected two more rate hikes in 2018 for a total of four. 

○ may point to concerns about inflation or that members want monetary policy to keep pace with fairly 

strong economic growth 

● Escalating trade tensions, triggered by tariffs and counter-tariffs, among US, China and Canada too weighed 

on the trading front. 

RBI intervention 

● The rupee‘s slide past the 69 mark is likely to have prompted state-run banks to sell dollars on behalf of the 

central bank 

● The RBI has been intervening in the foreign exchange market to curb volatility. 

IMPACTS ON INDIAN ECONOMY:-   

1. Analysts said fears over a slowdown in the economy, surging international crude oil prices 

2. Rising fuel costs could fan inflation and widen the current account deficit.  

a. The government‘s recent decision to increase minimum support prices for farmers could also add to 

inflationary pressures. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

4 species added to recovery programme by Wildlife Board 

GS MAINS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact assessment 

4 new species added 

1. The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) recently added four species to a Recovery Programme for 

Critically Endangered Species on the recommendation of a Standing Committee. 

● Northern River Terrapin (Sunderbans) 

● Clouded Leopard (Eastern and NE India , Pakke Tiger Reserve, Arunachal Pradesh) 

● Arabian Sea Humpback Whale 

● Red Panda (Sub-Himalayan areas of east and north east) 

The progamme is one of the three components of the centrally funded scheme, Integrated Development of Wildlife 

Habitats (IDWH). 

Difficulties in the recovery of Critically Endangered species 

1. The recovery of some of the Critically Endangered or Endangered fauna is a difficult task. 

2. Except for few cases, most of the recovery activities are restricted to study/research and monitoring. 

3. The recovery plan for the Great Indian Bustard and Wild Buffalo (Central India Population) was discussed 

two years ago and the plan was also sanctioned with financial allocation but it is yet to be grounded. 
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4. Now, there are very less chance of recovery of these species. The planning should be done before a species 

reaches to a critical stage. 

Wild Buffalo population increased in Chhattisgarh 

1. Once found in abundance across northeast India, northern and central India, the Wild Buffalo now has its 

last bastions in some pockets in northeast India and Chhattisgarh. 

2. According to a survey by the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), not more than 50 individuals of the Wild 

Buffalo remain in three sub-populations in Indravati National Park, Pamed and Udanti Wildlife Sanctuaries 

in Chhattisgarh. 

3. According to the WTI, the number of wild buffalo in Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger Reserve, Chhattisgarh 

increased from 7 to 11 under the Central India Wild Buffalo Recovery Project, a joint venture between the 

state forest department and WTI. 

 

Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) 

1. The Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme launched 

during the 11th Plan period to provide technical and financial assistance to States/UTs for protection of 

wildlife habitat. 

2. The activities covered under the scheme include the staff development and capacity building, wildlife 

research and evaluation, anti-poaching activities, wildlife veterinary care, addressing man-animal conflicts 

and promoting eco-tourism. 

3. Started in 2008-09, IDWH is meant for providing support to protected areas (national parks, wildlife 

sanctuaries, conservation reserves and community reserves except tiger reserves), protection of wildlife 

outside protected areas and recovery programmes for saving critically endangered species and habitats. 

4. So far, 17 species have been identified under the recovery programme. 

5. These are the Snow Leopard, Bustard (including Floricans), Dolphin, Hangul, Nilgiri Tahr, Marine Turtles, 

Dugongs, Edible Nest Swiftlet, Asian Wild Buffalo, Nicobar Megapode, Manipur Brow-antlered Deer, 

Vultures, Malabar Civet, Indian Rhinoceros, Asiatic Lion, Swamp Deer and Jerdon‘s Courser 

 

National Board for Wildlife 

1. National Board for Wild Life is a statutory body constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

2. The board is advisory in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies and measures for 

conservation of wildlife in the country. 

3. It serves as apex body to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around national 

parks and sanctuaries. Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of 

wildlife and forests. 

4. It has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around national parks and 

sanctuaries. 

5. No alternation of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval of the 

NBWL. 

6. The NBWL is chaired by the Prime Minister. It has 47 members including the Prime Minister. 

7. Among these, 19 members are ex-officio members. Other members include three Members of Parliament 

(two from Lok Sabha and one from Rajya Sabha), five NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, conservationists 

and environmentalists. 
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Betting on the future [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - MONEY LAUNDERING AND ITS PREVENTION  

Dissent over Social Implications of Betting 

1. The Law Commission has answered a question which has lingered in debate for decades, and found that it 

would be desirable to open sports to betting, with the caveat that it must be regulated. 

2. It has also respected the public will, insisting that this is a political decision for Parliament to thrash out. 

3. Indeed, gambling cannot be imposed on a morally sensitive public, and implementation could prove to be 

difficult. 

4. It would be useful to gauge the public mood through its representatives in advance. 

Logic behind Legalizing 

1. The theoretical logic for opening up betting is well-known and has been supported by the commission as it 

is a common-sense position 

2. Legalisation would generate jobs and revenues for the government, and regulation would help contain 

financial crime. 

3. Unless betting is legalized, it will persist underground in a completely unregulated form, a fact that the 

Constituent Assembly was seized of. 

4. It will continue to excite the interest of fixers and mafias, will ensure the criminal intimidation of players, 

and remain a conduit for money of questionable colour. 

Betting, not Fixing to be permitted 

1. The commission has rightly suggested the criminalisation of fixing, with significant legal deterrence, and 

undescored the need for betting to be allowed only under the control of the state. 

2. State governments must ensure that illegal betting, which flourishes on street corners and on the phone 

network, is suppressed. 

Betting Vs Small Gambling 

1. The attempt to segregate ―proper betting‖ for high stakes from ―small gambling‖ by the poor may not 

survive scrutiny. 

2. The suggestion is well-intentioned and would protect the economically weaker sections, but disbarring 

from participation all players who get subsidies or do not pay taxes may violate the principle of equality of 

access. 

3. Persuasion may prove to be a more suitable protector of the vulnerable than such segregation. 

Way Forward 

1. Bringing betting overground is an economically and socially desirable objective. 

2. But as the commission has said, it must be operated strictly within the purview of the law. 

3. Putting part of the population beyond its pale would keep a section of the business underground, defeating 

the purpose of the reform.    
                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

Fish samples in Chennai test positive for formalin 

GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Formalin – a carcinogen, traces in Fishes 

1. As many as 11 out of 30 samples of fish species purchased from two major fish markets in Chennai, on two 

different days, have tested positive for formalin, a cancer-inducing chemical used illegally to preserve fish. 

2. Both big and small lizardfish or Panna or kezhanga and paarai (Malabar trevally) were found to have 

formalin content of above 20 ppm (parts per million). 

3. Other varieties such as sura, octopus, eri vavvaal, ottu kanava, peikanava and kelithi had formalin of around 

5 ppm. 
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Particulars of the Test 

1. For the test, a two-gram piece of meat from the fish was taken and put inside four ml of diluent and shaken 

so that the formalin will get into it. 

2. Then this diluent was poured into the bottle containing the reagent that turned yellow revealing that it had 

tested positive. 

3. It is a very sensitive reagent and can detect up to 0.5 milligram per kilo. The actual test takes only 10 

minutes. 

4. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) have been undertaking tests at fish markets and 

harbours across the State to test for formalin following a scare in neighbouring Kerala that fish sourced 

from here were chemically contaminated. 

Why use Formalin? 

● Usually, people who buy fish check the gills for freshness, if it is red it denotes freshness when formalin is 

used the gills remain red for longer periods. 

● In some cases, fishermen also apply kumkum to retain redness. 

 

Formalin:- 

1. Formalin is 30-45% aqueous solution of Formaldehyde with water. 

2. Formaldehyde is a simple chemical compound made of hydrogen, oxygen and carbon. 

3. All life forms – bacteria, plants, fish, animals and humans – naturally produce formaldehyde as part of cell 

metabolism. 

4. Formaldehyde is perhaps best known for its preservative and anti-bacterial properties, but formaldehyde-

based chemistry is used to make a wide range of value-added products. 

5. Formalin causes irritation in the eyes, throat, skin and stomach. In the long run, continued exposure causes 

harm to the kidneys, liver and can even cause cancers. 

6. In the fishing industry, formalin or formaldehyde is sprayed on the fish or injected into the fish or the fish is 

dipped into the solution. This helps keep the fish fresh for a longer time. 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Arunachal Pradesh, India‟s hydroelectric powerhouse, stares at water scarcity 

GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

● Arunachal Pradesh is staring at scarcity of water, the very resource that is expected to make the frontier State 

India‘s hydroelectric powerhouse. 

● The State‘s Minister for Environment and Forests Nabam Rebia said more than 200 rivers and streams across 

Arunachal Pradesh have dried up. This, he felt, would soon make the State face shortage. 

Factor in the depletion of the State‟s natural resources:-  

● The State‘s forest cover has decreased from 82% to 79%  

● catchment areas of many rivers are under threat because of jhum (slash-and-burn) cultivation and landslides, 

● Large-scale hunting of animals, too, has been a factor in the depletion of the State‘s natural resources 

● Mr. Rebia attributed the drying up of water bodies to rampant destruction of forests besides thinning glaciers 

in the Eastern Himalayas due to climate change.    

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/94-81/arunachal-pradesh/?utm=bodytag
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Govt. taps RBI to track all transactions 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - MONEY LAUNDERING  

Why In news 

 In a move aimed at widening the crackdown on black money and following the money trail flowing in 

and out of thousands of shell companies, the Centre is planning to set up an information technology (IT)-

based mechanism to keep a tab on all non-cash financial transactions in the country. 

RBI as sole repository 

● Currently, the idea is to make the RBI the sole repository of such information, which will not be made 

available to other agencies such as the income tax department and the enforcement directorate as a default. 

● Such agencies may be required to make specific requests to the central bank if they want information on a 

particular set of entities. 

● Although the data will be captured for all transactions irrespective of the size of the transactions, the large 

ones would be relevant for enforcement purposes. 

Anti-money laundering rules:-  

● Under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, banks and financial institutions are already required to alert 

the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU), under the Finance Ministry, to any suspicious transactions, cash or 

otherwise. 

● Cash transactions of more than Rs. 10 lakh (including a series of transactions integrally connected to each 

other and exceeding Rs. 10 lakh in a month), need to be reported to the FIU. 

● All suspicious transactions need to reported to the unit within seven days after it is concluded that those are 

suspicious in nature. 

Recent steps ;- 

● The move to track all financial transactions is the latest in a series to curb black money and identify shell 

companies. 

● Following the 2016 demonetisation exercise that rendered more than 86% of the currency in circulation 

invalid, it was found there had been a significant spurt in the operations of shell firms that typically have 

no assets or active businesses. 

● The Centre has shut down more than two lakh such entities. More than two lakh other firms that have not 

been carrying out operations have been sent notices. 

● Depending on their responses, a decision would be taken on how many would be deregistered. In FY17, 

the FIU had received more than 15.9 million Cash Transaction Reports and 4.73 lakh Suspicious 

Transaction Reports. 
                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- The Hindu 

 

MSP Hike is a big blunder. Farmers are producers not objects of charity [editorial/Opinion] 

GS MAINS PAPER -03 AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct & indirect farm subsidies & minimum support 

prices 

The recent hike in MSP 

1. The big jump in minimum support prices (MSPs) for kharif crops announced by the government could be 

its biggest economic blunder 

2. It gives farmers a fixed margin of 50% over their input costs and imputed labour cost, ignoring demand, 

supply and international competitiveness 

3. This makes no economic sense for any activity, let alone farming 

What will be the impact of such incentives? 

1. Incentives that are being provided will worsen over-production 

2. The 50% margin over costs will raise prices above even their current uncompetitive levels, making exports 

even more difficult 

3. A fixed mark-up over costs will encourage even greater use of purchased inputs and labour, which in turn 

will send MSPs even higher in a vicious circle 
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4. Higher food prices will worsen inflation 

5. The RBI will seek to curb this by raising interest rates, hurting industry and exports 

6. This will dent India‘s long-term GDP growth and prosperity 

Correlation between farm distress & poverty 

1. Farm distress is a reality but does not mean growing poverty 

2. A recent Brookings paper shows that 44 Indians per minute are rising above the poverty line, and extreme 

poverty will soon fall to almost nothing 

3. The farm problem is not poverty or scarcity but excess production of several crops 

4. The resulting glut has depressed farm prices, often below old MSP rate 

Europe‟s example 

1. The European Economic Community once tried something similar, offering prices to farmers well above 

global rates to make Europe self-sufficient in food, to provide food security in the event of war with the 

USSR 

2. High prices created unsold mountains of butter and meat and lakes of milk and wine 

3. These ultimately had to be disposed of by selling them at a throwaway price to the USSR, the supposed 

enemy 

4. Learning from this folly, Europe shifted its subsidies from crops to farmers 

5. Direct cash transfers to farmers replaced high prices for crops 

6. This finally brought supply and demand back in balance, eliminated huge surpluses, and still alleviated 

farm distress 

What can India do? 

1. India needs to learn from the EEC‘s mistakes, not replicate them 

2. Indian experience shows that subsidising goods (food, fertiliser, electricity, LPG) leads to large leakages to 

the undeserving and to middlemen 

3. Experts estimate that three rupees of spending are needed to get one rupee through to beneficiaries 

4. Direct benefit transfers to bank accounts work only if good financial and telecom infrastructure exist 

5. A possible national strategy would start with preparatory efforts for good land records and financial 

infrastructure 

6. Next should be phased moves to a cash grant of Rs 4,000 per acre per year, up to a limit of five acres per 

holding 

Way Forward 

1. DBT will avoid the evils of cost-plus pricing and encouraging overproduction 

2. It will limit the cost of farm rescues while benefiting small farmers most 

3. It will curb gluts that depress prices 

                                                                                                                                                    Source :- Economic Times  

 

Resolving the farmer-consumer binary [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct & indirect farm subsidies & minimum support prices 

Ensuring food security 

1. Given the overarching food security concern of 1.32 billion people in India, the country‘s policymakers 

have a challenging task 

2. On the one hand they need to incentivise farmers to produce more and raise their productivity in a 

sustainable manner, and on the other, they need to ensure that consumers have access to food at affordable 

prices, especially those belong to the vulnerable sections 

Maintaining fine balance 

1. In order to find a fine balance between these twin objectives, India has followed myriad policies that impact 

both producers and consumers 
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2. These policy instruments range from domestic marketing regulations (for example the APMC Act, 

Essential Commodities Act, ECA), budgetary policies (such as input subsidies), trade policies (such as 

Minimum Export Prices, MEP or outright export bans and tariff duties) to food subsidies for consumers 

through the public distribution system 

3. These policies work in complex ways and their impact on producers and consumers are sometimes at 

variance with the initial policy objectives 

Research on the nature of agriculture policies 

1. The OECD and ICRIER jointly undertook research over two years to map and measure the nature of 

agricultural policies in India and the ways they have impacted producers and consumers 

2. The report includes key policy indicators like Producer Support Estimates (PSEs) and Consumer Support 

Estimates (CSEs) 

3. In the case of PSEs, it basically captures the impact of various policies on two components: 

● One, the output prices that producers receive, benchmarked against global prices of comparable products; 

and 

● Two, the various input subsidies that farmers receive through budgetary allocations by the Centre and states 

How is the data used? 

1. The two are combined to see if farmers receive positive support (PSE) or negative as a percentage of gross 

farm receipts 

2. It covers about two-thirds of India‘s agricultural output 

3. A positive PSE (in percentage) means that policies have helped producers receive higher revenues than 

would have been the case otherwise 

4. Negative PSE (in percentage) implies lower revenues for farmers (an implicit tax of sorts) due to the set of 

policies adopted 

Data from India 

1. The negative PSEs were particularly large during 2007-08 to 2013-14 when benchmark global prices were 

high but Indian domestic prices were relatively suppressed due to restrictive trade and domestic marketing 

policies 

2. This means is that there has been a pro-consumer bias in India‘s trade and marketing policies, which 

actually hurts the farmers and lowers their revenues compared to what they would have received otherwise 

Policy changes required 

1 The first policy change that is needed is to ―get the markets right‖ by reforming its domestic marketing regulations 

(ECA and APMC), promoting a competitive national market and upgrading marketing infrastructure 

● India also needs to review its restrictive export policies for agri-products which have inflicted large negative 

price support to farmers during the period studied 

● These changes will reduce and, in time, eliminate the negative market price support to farmers and allow 

them to earn much-improved returns 

2 Second, the report recognises concerns of policy-makers to protect consumers from potential price hikes when 

global prices are on the rise 

● It argues for switching to an income policy approach through the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) targeted to 

the vulnerable sections of the population 

● The report shows that this would generate better outcomes all round, including for nutrition quality 

● This can be done gradually over a three-five year period, starting with cities and grain surplus states 

3 Third, Indian agriculture and farmers would be much better-off if input subsidies are contained and gradually 

reduced 

● The equivalent savings can be channelled simultaneously towards higher investments in agri-R&D, 

extension, building rural infrastructure for better markets and agri-value chains, as also on better water 

management to deal with climate change 

4 Fourth, given that agriculture is a state subject, a greater degree of coordination is required between the Centre and 

states, and also across various ministries for a more holistic approach towards reforming agriculture 
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Way forward 

1. These policy changes, many of which are already underway, will make Indian agriculture more 

competitive, more vibrant, sustainable and resilient, and will also augment farmers‘ incomes on a sustained 

basis 

                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

First ever „India Tourism Mart‟ to be hosted in New Delhi from 16th to 18th 

September by the Ministry of Tourism 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 

Promoting tourism sector 

1. The Tourism Ministry in partnership with the  Federation of Associations in  Indian  Tourism and  

Hospitality  (FAITH)  and with the support of State /UT Governments  will organize  the  ‗first ever‘ India  

Tourism  Mart (ITM)  from  16th  to  18th September 2018  at  Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 

2. India Convention Promotion Board (ICPB) shall coordinate the whole event 

3. The Mart will provide  a  platform  for  all stakeholders  in the  tourism  and   hospitality industries  to  

interact  and   transact  business  opportunities 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Indian Railways introduces First Double Stack Dwarf Container Service 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways, etc. 

1. In order to capture the lost traffic through new delivery model for domestic cargo, Indian Railways has 

introduced Double Stack Dwarf Container Services. 

2. This freight train was flagged off from Western Railway‘s Rajkot railway station on its maiden commercial 

run. 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB  

 

Kamtapur bandh‟ roils Assam 

GS PAPER-03 INTERNAL SECURITY  

WHY IN NEWS? 

● The Koch-Rajbongshi, a community demanding Schedule Tribe status, want Kamtapur state to be carved out 

of western Assam and the northern half of West Bengal. 

● The map of Kamtapur, however, overlaps that of Bodoland and Gorkhaland, two other major statehood 

demands east of the narrow Chicken‘s Neck that connects the Northeast to the rest of India. 

 

BACKGROUND :-  

In 1995, some youth from the Koch-Rajbongshi community had formed the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation for a 

similar goal. The KLO, helped by United Liberation Front of Asom and National Democratic Front of Bodoland. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

The good and the bad in Bengal‟s primary education 

GS PAPER -03  

Report, to be released by Nobel laureate Amartya Sen today, reveals a mixed bag of achievements and 

failures 

● Amartya Sen, who will release the findings of these efforts in Kolkata, in the form of a report titled ―Primary 

Education in West Bengal: The Scope for Change‖ brought out by Pratichi Inistitute and Shiksha Alochona.  

○ The report marks the high points of the Bengal government‘s achievements in the area of primary 

education, while underscoring the failures. 

● One achievement that the report of Pratichi Institute, founded in 1999 by Prof. Sen, unequivocally indicates is 

that access to primary education in West Bengal ―has increased substantially‖ 
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● The average pupil-teacher ratio has ―dramatically improved‖ to 23:1. ―…the State required a total of 217,320 

teachers, whereas the actual number, including para-teachers and instructors, is 235,445. In other words, there 

are almost 8.3% more teachers than the minimum requirement. 

 

PROBLEMS :- 

● Administrative failure in rationalising their distribution has resulted in shortage of teachers in almost 20% of 

government primary schools. 

○ The proportion of single teacher schools ―increased from 3.3% in 2014-15 to 4% in 2015-16‖. 

 

● The government‘s guideline suggests that the distance between a student's residence and school has to be one 

kilometre in rural areas and 0.5 kilometre in urban areas.However, in West Bengal, and perhaps in many other 

States, these aspects seem not to have been considered while establishing new schools. 

● Regarding the midday meal,a decent meal would cost at least ₹₹ 7.17 per child per day, the present allocation 

is only₹₹4.13. ―There is thus a deficit in conversion cost of ₹₹3.04 per child per day,‖ 

● State‘s primary education, including severe inadequacy of fund for schools to ―feeble academic planning‖ and 

the ―menace of private tuitions‖. Additionally, there are ―constraints‖ in public participation and ―uneven 

distribution of resources‖. 

 

But Prof. Sen is hopeful. “The progress of primary education in West Bengal gives us grounds for some 

satisfaction, but we cannot escape the diagnosis of a number of serious gaps, telling us about additional things 

that have to be done,”  

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Regulating fake news in India is tough [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role 

of media & social networking sites in internal security challenges 

1. The proliferation of technology, cheap smartphones, and reasonable data rates has enabled the 

democratization of online content. 

2. The flip side is that the speed of content distribution has made traditional journalistic controls of 

verification unfeasible. 

3. Thus, the unfettered flow of speech has become vulnerable to the boom of unverified information. 

4. Recent incidents in India are indicative of potential harm, ranging from political misinformation to a spate 

of lynching. 

 

FAKE NEWS- a vogue term 

1. As the incident of withdrawal of the fake news circular indicates, the free speech implications at hand 

demand a cautionary approach. A preliminary issue is a difficulty in defining fake news. 

2. While misinformation spread through social media has captured public attention, the fake news itself is an 

amorphous category, including – 

 misleading news, 

 unverified content, 

 hoaxes, and 

 fabricated pictures in the nature of internet memes. 

1. The assessment may involve distinguishing mere poor journalism from deliberate attempts to spread 

misinformation. 

2. Any top-down regulation that defines fake news simply as containing falsehoodmay be setting itself up for 

failure. 
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What defines the boundary of a news? 

 

1. It is easy for such regulation to fall into the trap of assuming the existence of a single and verifiable version 

of the truth. 

2. Apart from cases of patent and absolute falsehood, the line between truth and untruth may be difficult to 

draw. 

3. The news is generally a mix of facts and opinions that are not amenable to neat segregation. 

 

Pre-Censorship is Impossible 

1. Pre-censorship of news and information, while being virtually impossible due to the speed of content 

creation, will also violate the guarantee of free speech under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

2. On the one hand, such legislation could divest individuals of autonomy. 

3. On the other, it could bolster the power of the government to censor opinions it is uncomfortable with. 

4. Any screening in the context of social media applications such as WhatsApp could also violate the 

fundamental right to privacy recognized by the Supreme Court. 

 

Self- Censorship can work 

1. A cautionary approach warrants avoiding overarching regulation in the form of anti-fake news legislation, 

irrespective of the benignity of its motivations. 

2. Entrusting a judge, the state or companies like Facebook with the task of making an evaluation of veracity 

will facilitate judicial, government or private censorship. 

3. This can breed a chilling effect and self-censorship. 

 

A decentralized three-point agenda to address the fake news 

Implementation of the above three prongs will not only be a sustainable response to the fake news but will also strike 

the necessary balance with free speech considerations. 

 To ensure critical media literacy, with critical digital literacy as a component. 

1. This would focus on encouraging individuals to learn the skills required to navigate the internet and 

question the content they are exposed to. 

2. Users should understand the limitations of digital media. 

3. Full Fact and Facebook‘s toolkit offer useful suggestions about this. Design changes to social media 

platforms that flag content can also be incorporated. 

 To nurture a general culture of scepticism among citizens towards information 

1. Good practices, such as verifying the source of the news and corroboration with related news, ought 

to be advanced in schools and through public education campaigns. 

2. The role of the district administration and local community leaders is key in this regard. 

3. Heartening examples such as the Satyameva Jayate programme in Kannur schools and initiatives by 

the superintendent of police in Gadwal demonstrate the potential of such an approach. 

 Limited Legal Interventions can be explored 

1. In a limited set of situations, such as when there is threat to life or national security, targeted and   

proportionate legal interventions can be explored. 

2. They should account for existing speech offences to avoid overlap. 

3. Despite their own flaws, existing provisions on hate speech, sedition and defamation already deal with 

certain kinds of harm that may be substantially similar to those posed by fake news. 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- LIVE MINT 
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A.P. tops in „Ease of Doing Business‟ 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY  

● Andhra Pradesh has topped the third edition of the government‘s ‗Ease of Doing Business‘ index for 

States with a final score of 98.42%. 

● This is the second time in a row that A.P. achieved the first rank. 

● A.P., which was given second rank in 2015 

● Telangana and Jharkhand trailed behind A.P. though they scored 100% in reform evidence score. 

 

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS:- 

The ease of doing business index is an index created by the World Bank Group. Economies are ranked on their ease of 

doing business, from 1–190. A high ease of doing business ranking means the regulatory environment is more 

conducive to the starting and operation of a local firm.  

A nation's ranking on the index is based on the average of 10 sub-indices: 

• Starting a business – Procedures, time, cost and minimum capital to open a new business 

• Dealing with construction permits – Procedures, time and cost to build a warehouse 

• Getting electricity – procedures, time and cost required for a business to obtain a permanent electricity connection 

for a newly constructed warehouse 

• Registering property – Procedures, time and cost to register commercial real estate 

• Getting credit – Strength of legal rights index, depth of credit information index 

• Protecting investors – Indices on the extent of disclosure, extent of director liability and ease of shareholder suits 

• Paying taxes – Number of taxes paid, hours per year spent preparing tax returns and total tax payable as share of 

gross profit 

• Trading across borders – Number of documents, cost and time necessary to export and import 

• Enforcing contracts – Procedures, time and cost to enforce a debt contract 

• Resolving insolvency – The time, cost and recovery rate (%) under bankruptcy proceeding 

The Doing Business project also offers information on following datasets: 

• Distance to frontier - Shows the distance of each economy to the ―frontier,‖ which represents the highest 

performance observed on each of the indicators across all economies included since each indicator was included in 

Doing Business 

• Entrepreneurship - Measures entrepreneurial activity. The data is collected directly from 130 company registrars 

on the number of newly registered firms over the past seven years 

• Good practices - Provide insights into how governments have improved the regulatory environment in the past in 

the areas measured by Doing Business 

• Transparency in business regulation - Data on the accessibility of regulatory information measures how easy it is 

to access fee schedules for 4 regulatory processes in the largest business city of an economy 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

 Climate change threatens Nilgiri tahr 

 GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

 

 The antics of the sure-footed Nilgiri tahr are a treat to watch, but these endangered wild mountain goats – 

found only in high altitudes in India‘s Western Ghats — could be losing their footing with increasing 

climate change. 

The study 

● Even under moderate scenarios of future climate change, tahrs could lose approximately 60% of their habitats 

from the 2030s on, predict scientists in their study in Ecological Engineering, an international journal that 

emphasises the need for ecological restoration. 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/86-81/andhra-pradesh/?utm=bodytag
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● Scientists tried to predict how climate change can affect tahr habitat in the Ghats by mapping tahr distribution 

(using existing information and field surveys) and then using climatic factors of these locations to see where 

tahrs would be able to survive, given current and future climate change scenarios. 

● They found that tahr strongholds such as Chinnar, Eravikulam and Parambikulam in Kerala will still be stable 

habitats under different climate change scenarios. 

● However, other regions, including parts of Tamil Nadu‘s Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve and the 

wildlife sanctuaries of Peppara, Neyyar, Schenduruny and Srivilliputhur, could experience severe habitat loss 

in future; in total, approx. 60% of tahr habitat could be lost across the Ghats from 2030s onwards. 

● There are only around 2,500 tahrs left in the wild and their population — small and isolated, making them 

vulnerable to local extinction — shows a decreasing trend, as per the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature. 

Way forward 

● The study has to be seen in the context of this identified vulnerability; the impacts of climate change may 

further increase the chances of local extinction. 

● The study‘s findings demand a comprehensive species management plan. 

● Scientists had drafted a tahr recovery plan in 2010. 

● According to the report, only the Eravikulam and Mukurthi National Parks stress on tahr-centered 

conservation activities in their management plans. 

● Though the recovery plan identified conservation units and made site-specific recommendations, how 

much of it has been implemented is unclear. 

● It is important that we focus our efforts on these conservation units and monitor isolated populations. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

World Population Day: What ails the Youth of India 
GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT  

 

Liabilities to Indian Youth 

1. Plagued with problems ranging from stress, unmet family planning needs, unbalanced diets and gender 

disparities in labour, the Indian youth seems far from turning into an aggressive workforce in future. 

2. Population dynamics, marital statistics, fertility and contraception, mortality and neonatal health care, 

literacy and employment play important roles in the lives of young men and women. 

 

Family Planning- the multifaceted problem 

1. An unmet need for family planning not only affects the abilities of men and women to plan families, but it 

also decreases overall well-being. 

2. It limits opportunities to increase earnings, participate in the workforce, access health services, and pursue 

their own education and that of their children. 

 

Stress remains a major factor 

1. The Cigna 360° Well-Being Survey 2018 done by Cigna TTK Health Insurance covering nearly 14,500 

people in 23 markets around the world reveals that stress levels are high in India compared with other 

developed and emerging countries. 

2. About 89% of the population in India said they are suffering from stress compared with the global average 

of 86%. 

Women are worst hit 

1. The statistics are also disturbing for women in the workforce. A report by the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation—Youth in India-2017—stated that during 2011-12, about 55% of males and 

about 18 % of females in rural areas were in the labour force. 
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2. Whereas the corresponding percentages in urban areas were about 56% for males and about 13% for 

females. 

3. The lack of infrastructure, unavailability of basic amenities at workplaces, rigid and inflexible work hours, 

the absence of care facilities at or near the workplaces have not motivated women to participate in the 

labour market significantly. 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- LIVE MINT 

 

Traffickers, peddlers, mules or users?[ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY  

 

Punjab‟s new drug law 

1. The Punjab government has recommended to the Union government the death penalty for first-time 

offenders convicted for drug trafficking and smuggling 

2. The assumption is that harsher measures can help deal with the State‘s drug problem 

NDPS act & its implementation 

1. The law on drugs is covered by the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 (NDPS Act) 

2. The Act‘s primary objective is to deter drug trafficking 

3. It uses every trick in the book to achieve this: strict liability offences, mandatory minimum sentences, even 

the death penalty for certain repeat offences 

4. The law also provides a mandatory minimum sentence of 10 years for offences involving commercial 

quantities of drugs 

5.  Deterrence by harsh punishments has consistently failed 

6. In 2015, 41.7% of all prisoners in Punjab were in jail for various offences related to this law 

Escape route provided in law 

1. An executive notification passed by the Department of Revenue in 2009 led to a major change in how 

commercial quantities under the Act were determined 

2. This notification assigns punishment based on the weight of the whole drug and not just pure content 

3. As a result, sentencing in pharmaceutical drug cases changed drastically across Punjab 

4. A case in Patiala where unauthorised possession of 20 bottles of cough syrup led to a 10-year prison 

sentence drives home this claim 

Flaws in the investigation process 

1. The law also seeks deterrence through strict liability provisions. Under the law, proving possession alone is 

sufficient, the prosecution does not have to prove intent to lead to a conviction 

2. The police in Punjab follow a template charge-sheet format, just to prove possession 

3. They rarely examine the intent of the criminal act 

4. The Act is also blatantly unforgiving of anyone found in possession of any drug 

5. The way investigation is conducted right now, it is impossible to tell whether the person is a peddler or 

smuggler, or an addict feeding his habit 

Why is act proving a deterrent? 

1. Section 27 of the Act makes consuming any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance a criminal offence 

2. Criminalising addiction stigmatises it, which automatically inhibits addicts from coming forward for 

treatment 

Way Forward 

1. The Cabinet‘s proposal to make the law even harsher may alleviate people‘s concerns for the time being, 

but it will not yield the results the state, as well as its people so desperately, seek 

2. The state should consider decriminalising addiction and developing an effective treatment strategy by 

consulting experts, partner agencies and users, and allocate adequate resources 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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India‟s genetically modified crop area fifth largest in world 

GS PAPER -03 - AGRICULTURE  

Growing demand for GM crops 

1. According to the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA), India has 

the world‘s fifth largest cultivated area under genetically modified (GM) crops 

2. This is an indication of demand for GM technology among Indian farmers 

3. India‘s entire GM crop area is under a single crop i.e. cotton 

4. This finding was published in ISAAA‘s latest ‗Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/ GM Crops in 

2017‘ report 

GM crops under regulation 

In India, the GM crops that are under regulatory consideration are: 

● glyphosate-tolerant cotton 

● biotech hybrid mustard 

Bt/insect-resistant cotton has already been commercialised 

Transgenic mustard has been developed by Delhi University‘s Centre for Genetic Manipulation of Crop Plants 

(harbouring three alien genes that enable higher yields through hybridisation) 

International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA) 

1. ISAAA is a non-profit international organization that shares agricultural biotechnology, focusing on 

genetic engineering 

2. ISAAA documents approved GM crops worldwide and present them in a database available in the 

organization‘s website 

3. The Global Knowledge Center on Crop Biotechnology is the information network of ISAAA 

4. The organization releases an annual publication on the global status of commercially approved genetically 

engineered crops 

5. The ISAAA receives funding from both public and private donors 

 
                                                                                                                                                      SOURCE :- INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

RBI flags States‟ fiscal stress 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - MOBILISATION OF RESOURCES 

Risk of higher expenditure 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has pointed to the fiscal stress that States are facing due to several factors 

including farm loan waivers 

2. In a report ‗State Finances: A Study of Budgets of 2017-18 and 2018-19,‘ the central bank noted that 

States‘ consolidated gross fiscal deficit (GFD) overshot the budget estimates in 2017-18 due to shortfalls in 

own tax revenues and higher revenue expenditure 

What could this mean? 

1. Since the combined GFD to GDP was at 6.4% as compared with the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management Committee‘s (FRBM) medium-term target of 5%, there is a risk that private investment gets 

crowded out of the finite pool of financial resources 

2. Risks are also likely to emanate from possible higher pre-election expenditure in more than 10 States and 

implementation of the balance pay commission awards 

3. With States continuing announcements and roll-out of farm loan waivers, the budgeted GFD could be at 

risk, and additional borrowing requirement could produce a concomitant impact on the already elevated 

borrowing yields 

Effect of farm loan waivers 

1. These have a dampening impact on rural credit institutions 
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2. Waivers impact credit discipline 

3. They vitiate credit culture and dis-incentivise borrowers to repay loans, thus engendering moral hazard 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Stock brokers can‟t accept cash from clients, says SEBI 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY  

  

● Investors can no longer deposit cash in their broker‘s account to trade in stocks. 

● The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) made it mandatory for stock brokers to accept client funds 

only by way of bank or electronic transfers such as cheques and mobile banking. 

● The capital markets watchdog highlighted the fact that the government had promoted various means for 

transfer of funds through digital mode for encouraging a cashless economy and financial institutions and banks 

had introduced various modes of electronic payment. 

● The move is in line with SEBI‘s plans to encourage paperless and cashless stock market trading. 

● Incidentally, applications in an initial public offer (IPO) are now completely done through ASBA – Application 

Supported by Blocked Amount — a mechanism wherein the bid amount is blocked in the subscriber‘s account 

at the time of bidding and is debited only after the allotment of shares is finalised. 
                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Institutional Mechanism For Collecting & Deploying DNA Technology 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - developments and their applications and effects in 

everyday life 

 

Data will be erased once case ends 

1. India‘s proposed DNA databank, to be used during an investigation into crimes or to find missing persons, 

will not permanently store details of people. 

2. The DNA details will be removed, subject to judicial orders. 

3. The DNA Profiling Board, according to the proposed legislation, is supposed to be the regulatory authority 

that will grant accreditation to DNA laboratories. 

4. The Board, in consultation with members of the judiciary, will frame rules on how long the DNA details of an 

entrant on a crime index would be maintained. 

5. The rules will come after Parliament approves the DNA Technology (Use and Application)  

6. Regulation Bill, 2018, framed by the Department of Biotechnology in 2015. 

Proposed DNA Data Bank 

1. The aim of that draft legislation was to establish an institutional mechanism to collect and deploy DNA 

technologies to identify persons based on samples collected from crime scenes or to identify missing persons. 

2. The Bill envisages a DNA Profiling Board and a DNA Data Bank. 

3. To help in investigations, there would be a central databank as well as regional ones, and these would store 

DNA profiles under various heads, such as a ‗crime scene index‘ or ‗suspects index‘ or ‗offenders index.‘ 

What were the concerns raised by the Bill? 

1. It necessitated a Law Commission analysis —whether the databanks were secure enough to protect the 

privacy of those from whom DNA details were collected. 

2. It also deliberated on how, and who were authorised, to collect such information. 

3. An important thing that the Bill achieves is to ensure that private laboratories don‘t proliferate and work 

without scientific validation. 

Global Scenario on DNA Data Storage 

1. In France, for instance, the profiles of convicted persons are kept for 40 years after conviction. Crime scene 

stains are deleted forty years after they have been analysed. 
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2. In the United Kingdom, the profiles of convicted persons and suspects are retained indefinitely, and crime 

scene stains are kept until they have been identified. 

DNA Based Technology (Use and Regulation) Bill, 2017 

1. DNA technology is being increasingly relied upon in investigations of crime, identification of unidentified 

bodies, or in determining parentage. 

2. It seeks to establish regulatory institutions and standards for DNA testing, and supervise the activities of all 

laboratories authorised to carry out such tests. 

3. It prohibits the collection of any ―bodily substance‖ from an arrested individual (for the purposes of a DNA 

test) without his/her consent, except if the individual is arrested for certain specific offences. 

4. The penalty for misuse of data remains a prison term of up to three years and a fine up to Rs 1 lakh, a reference 

to a minimum prison term of one month has been removed. 

5. The Bill seeks to set up two new institutions — a DNA Profiling Board and a DNA Data Bank. 

6. The Board, with 11 members, is supposed to be the regulatory authority that will grant accreditation to DNA 

laboratories and lay down guidelines, standards and procedures for their functioning. 

7. A national databank of DNA profiles is proposed to be set up, along with regional databanks in every state. 

 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Towards a culture of moral responsibility [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY  

 

Mob Rage- depicting lack of trust in state 

1. Twenty people have been killed by raging mobs, on the suspicion of being child-lifters, across the country in 

the last few weeks. 

2. The trigger for the fears in these violent incidents was undoubtedly WhatsApp rumours that were unfounded. 

3. Recent incidents of child rape and the sale of newborn by religious factions further fuelled their spark. 

 

What frustrates people more? 

1. Many people fear that their children could be abducted for prostitution, organ trade, forced beggary or any 

other form of slavery. 

2. Eight children go missing every hour in India to remain untraced and four are sexually abused. 

3. Fears triggered by such insecurities quickly take the form of collective frustration. 

4. Mob action, condemnable no doubt, is the most violent expression of such frustration. 

 

All these incidences raise serious questions 

1. Why are many of these residential religious institutions allowed to run without stringent regulations and 

checks? 

2. The government has information on 1.4 lakh missing children on one hand and on the other, has a database of 

three lakh children staying in state and NGO-run children‘s homes. 

3. Why can‘t it effectively use simple technological solutions like facial recognition software and try to reunite 

missing children with their families? 

4. Further, what stops us, the largest democracy in the world from passing more stringent laws against child 

trafficking and child pornography? 
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This is how we dispense our outrage 

1. Demanding capital punishment for the perpetrators of child rape is the easiest way to show social media 

heroism. 

2. The government‘s response, which includes setting up an enquiry or bringing an ordinance, is equally 

convenient. 

 

Moral responsibility is an individual decision and moral accountability is a culture. 

1. Mahatma Gandhi called off the Non-Cooperation Movement against the British because some of his 

supporters turned violent in Chauri Chaura. 

2. Martin Luther King Jr. repeatedly called for compassion and hope despite facing vicious racist insults. 

3. More recently, Nelson Mandela adopted the approach of reconciliation to bring about justice, despite being a 

brutalised victim of apartheid. 

4. A culture of accountability can be created if the society and the state are guided by a moral compass. 

 

Way Forward 

1. However, we never come across an incident where an individual or institution ever took moral responsibility 

for such a pathetic situation on child safety. 

2. We must develop a culture of moral responsibility and accountability among our institutions, as opposed to 

the prevalent culture of superficial, convenient responses. 
                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

U.S. steel tariff may impact India indirectly: Minister 
GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY  

 The U.S. decision to impose 25% tariff on steel imports will have negligible direct impact on India‘s export as 

India‘s share of U.S. steel imports is very small as compared to other countries but there might be an indirect 

impact. 

● Countries which are exporting to the U.S. will be forced to look at other major steel consuming markets like 

India to sell their surplus produce and can slightly distort Indian domestic market considerably due to 

dumping.                              
                                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

The whole picture 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology 

 

The next wave in medical imaging 

1. The hybrid pixel detector technology which the Large Hadron Collider used to track accelerated particles 

has been used to produce the first three-dimensional colour images of the human body 

2. A chip of the Medipix family developed by CERN, the European Organisation for Nuclear Research, has been 

used to take colour see-through images of body parts which are a generation ahead of the currently available 

technology 

 

Current technologies and their shortcomings 

1. The traditional radiological practices are complementary 

2. Techniques based on X-rays suffer from the deficit that they can sharply visualise only hard tissues 

3. The shadows of soft tissues are less precise 

4. Blood vessels and other conduits are imaged with invasive dyes 
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5. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) provides a slightly different picture, based on the difference in water and 

fat content in tissues 

6. Positron emission tomography (PET) finds widest use in oncology 

 

New Technology and its advantages 

1. The Medipix3 promises a single solution superior to its predecessors 

2. Using algorithms to model very accurate spectroscopic data in three dimensions, it shows all tissues with 

equal clarity, in colour 

3. In the case of a fracture, for instance, not only would it show physical damage to a bone — which is what an 

X-ray depicts — but it would also reveal trauma to surrounding tissue and reveal if blood and nerve supply is 

compromised 

4. Also, it would depict structures exactly as they are, and not all of us are built exactly the same 

5. In the near future, when medical care will be customised to the individual, this exactitude would make a 

difference to the efficacy of care 

6. If a complete image of a human were taken by a future iteration of this technology, it might even be possible 

to 3D print a lost limb or a malfunctioning organ 

7. Researchers have already used Medipix to image cancerous tissue, bones and joints and the blood supply to 

the heart 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

In knotty problems 

GS PAPER -03 AGRICULTURE - Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country 

 

Jute Sector is declining 

1. The outcry and ban against plastic bags and single-use plastic packaging holds potential for the jute sector. 

2. But more than the 100-year-old sector, supporting five million families at the farm and the industry-level, may 

not be in a position to benefit from this opportunity. 

3. The availability of quality raw jute and shrinking acreage on the one hand and the failure of most jute mills to 

modernise has left the sector dependent on government-support like packaging reservations. 

4. Primitive, labour-intensive cultivation methods and retting (drenching raw jute in water to extract the fibre) — 

a crucial determinant in raw jute quality — creates problems. 

The Jute Foundation (TJF) 

1. It is trying to address many issues pertaining to the environment-friendly product. 

2. It is trying to engage all stakeholders –farmers, workers, mills, research organisations and consumers. 

3. TJF initiative is being introduced for the industry to work jointly with research and development agencies like 

IJIRA (Indian Jute Industries‘ Research Association) and others to develop thin and slim jute shopping bags. 

 

Jute Production in India 

1. West Bengal is India‘s single largest raw jute cultivator producing almost 75 % of the crop in Nadia, 

Dinajpur, Murshidabad and North 24 Parganas districts. 

2. But acreage had stagnated amid low productivity and falling prices of the cash crop. 

3. The I-CARE programme unveiled by the National Jute Board and the Jute Corporation of India in 2015 

seeks to address this issue by introducing a pilot project on retting technologies aimed at increasing farmers‘ 

returns. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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Golden jackal faces threat in its habitat 
 GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

● Destruction of mangrove cover in the Bandar Reserve Forest (BRF) is forcing the golden jackal (Canis 

aureus) out of its habitat, triggering a conflict with the local communities. 

● It is a sign of its destruction. 

Background 

● Amid uproar over the aqua ponds, the Vigilance authorities in 2017 recommended to the State government 

to hand over the 24,363 acres under the BRF and the BRF extension (I to IV) to the Forest department for 

protection. 

● Since 1970, the BRF has been in the hands of the Revenue department as the final notification to de-reserve 

the forest land (25,259 acres) was still pending owing to various reasons. 

● The Revenue authorities, on the other hand, are helpless in preventing the encroachment of the mangrove 

along the Machilipatnam coastline. 

 

Golden Jackal 

● The golden jackal (Canis aureus) is a wolf-like canid that is native to Southeast Europe, Southwest Asia, 

South Asia, and regions of Southeast Asia. 

● Indian golden jackals exhibit the highest genetic diversity, and those from northern and western India are 

the most basal, which indicates that India was the center from which golden jackals spread. 

● The conservation status of the animal is the ‗least concern‘. 

● The golden jackal is both a predator and a scavenger. 

● Due to their tolerance of dry habitats and their omnivorous diet, the golden jackal can live in a wide variety 

of habitats. 

● Golden jackals appear in Indian folklore and in two ancient texts, the Jakatas and the Panchatantra, where 

they are portrayed as intelligent and wily creatures. 

● The ancient Hindu text, the Mahabharata, tells the story of a learned jackal who sets his friends the tiger, 

wolf, mongoose, and mouse against each other so he can eat a gazelle without sharing it. 

● The Panchatantra tells the fable of a jackal who cheats a wolf and a lion out of their shares of a camel. 

● In Hinduism, the jackal is portrayed as the familiar of several deities with the most common being 

Chamunda, the emaciated, devouring goddess of the cremation grounds. 

● Another deity associated with jackals is Kali, who inhabits the cremation ground and is surrounded by 

millions of jackals. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Alarm over mass turtle deaths in Alappuzha 

GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment.  

● The sudden mass turtle deaths in different parts of the district have sparked fears of disease outbreak as 

authorities remain clueless about the cause. 

● The dead turtles include Softshell turtle and Indian black turtle. 

● The Animal Husbandry Department sent the carcass of a turtle to a laboratory at Thiruvalla for 

examination, but they could not ascertain the cause of death as the carcass was in a decayed condition. 

● Now, a live turtle has been sent for investigation. 

● The number of turtle deaths has not been determined yet. 

 

Background 

● The disease outbreaks are not new to Alappuzha. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/golden-jackal-faces-threat-in-its-habitat/article24428393.ece
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● In 2016, bird flu (avian influenza), caused by H5N8 virus, was detected among ducks in Kuttanad. 

● Prior to that, H5N1 was reported in the district in 2014. 

● On both occasions, several ducks died and thousands were culled to tackle the spread of the disease 

 

Indian black turtle 

● It is a medium-sized freshwater turtle found in South Asia. 

● The species occurs in India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Nepal, and the Chagos 

Archipelago. 

● Despite its name, the colour of its upper shell or carapace can vary from reddish to dark brown and black 

with yellow streaks running along its length. 

● The Indian black turtle also known as Indian pond terrapin is classified as Near Threatened by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

 

Softshell turtle 

● Softshell turtle is found in rivers and other water bodies. 

● It is a vulnerable species that feeds mostly on fish, amphibians and aquatic plants. 

● The Indian softshell turtle (Nilssonia gangetica), or Ganges softshell turtle is a species of softshell turtle 

found in South Asia in rivers such as the Ganges, Indus and Mahanadi. 

● These turtles are often maintained in the temple ponds of Orissa where they are considered sacred. 

● It is classified as Vulnerable by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 Only farm loan waivers are driving rural growth: report 

GS PAPER -03 AGRICULTURE - Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of 

irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related 

constraints  

● The green-shoots of demand growth seen in some rural pockets is driven by farm loan waivers and not likely 

due to real increases in rural incomes and wages, indicative of the fact that the economy is still some time 

away from a full-fledged rural revival, says a report. 

● According to recent Nielsen data, rural growth outpaced urban demand, rising by 13.5% in the March 

quarter. 

● Many large States have announced farm loan waivers last year, as farmer suicides became a big political tool. 

● Karnataka became the latest State to join U.P., M.P., Maharashtra and Punjab, among others, to write off 

farm loans. 

 

Concerns 

● But the extent of this pick-up depends on a number of factors. 

● Firstly, a good monsoon alone will not do the trick. 

● Adequate procurement and the effectiveness of MSPs to act as a floor for crop prices will be crucial. 

● Though there are clear signs that rural demand is recovering from setbacks due to the 2016 note-ban and 

GST disruptions, there are reservations over the extent of this increase as this could be due to the loan 

waivers. 

● The recent jump in items such as tractor sales could have at least been driven by farm loan waivers. 

● A similar phenomenon was witnessed in 2009 when the then government had waived farm loans and tractor 

sales grew by 30%. 
                                                                                                                                                                 SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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 National database for gun licence holders 

GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY  

● According to Ministry of Home Affairs, from April 2019, names of all arms licence holders, new or old, will 

be included in a national database and they will be issued a unique identification number. 

● The move is aimed at keeping a tab on authorised private gun holders, many of whom are often found 

involved in crimes and celebratory firing leading to loss of lives. 

● Every licensing and renewing authority will have to enter the data in the National Database of Arms Licences 

system, which will generate a UIN, and with effect from April 1, 2019, any arms licence without UIN shall 

be considered invalid, the Ministry said in a notification. 

● Additionally, any existing licensee holding multiple licences shall on or before April 1, 2019 make an 

application for grant of a single licence in respect of all firearms held by him or her under his or her UIN to 

the concerned licensing authority. 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

IMF cuts India growth forecast for 2018 by a notch to 7.3% 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY  

  

● In its update on World Economic Outlook, The International Monetary Fund (IMF) projected a growth rate 

of 7.3% in 2018 and 7.5% in 2019 for India as against 6.7% in 2017, making it the fastest growing country 

among major economies. 

● India‘s growth rate is expected to rise from 6.7% in 2017 to 7.3% in 2018 and 7.5% in 2019, as drags from 

the currency exchange initiative and the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax fade 

● The projection is 0.1 and 0.3 percentage points lower for 2018 and 2019, respectively, than in the April 

WEO, reflecting negative effects of higher oil prices on domestic demand and faster than-anticipated 

monetary policy tightening due to higher expected inflation 

● Despite this slight downgrade in its projections, India continues to outperform China. 

● Growth in China is projected to moderate from 6.9% in 2017 to 6.6% in 2018 and 6.4% in 2019, as 

regulatory tightening of the financial sector takes hold and external demand softens. 

● The IMF said global growth is projected to reach 3.9% in 2018 and 2019, in line with the forecast of the 

April 2018 WEO. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Wholesale price inflation touches a four-year high 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY  

● Inflation at the wholesale level quickened to 5.77% in June, the highest since December 2013, driven in 

large part by rising fuel prices. 

● The announcement of Kharif MSP [minimum support price] by the Union government is expected to push 

it beyond the current levels. 

● The real upward push in wholesale inflation came from the crude petroleum and natural gas segment. 

● WPI measures the change in price level at wholesale market. 

● There are three main components in WPI – 

○ Primary Articles (weight: 22.62%), 

○ Fuel & Power (weight: 13.15%) and 

○ Manufactured Products (weight: 64.23). 

● Within WPI, Food Inflation is also calculated on year-on-year basis. 

● In India, headline inflation is measured through the WPI (the latest base year 2011-12) – which consists 

of 697 commodities (services are not included in WPI in India). 
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● It is measured on year-on-year basis i.e., rate of change in price level in a given month vis a vis 

corresponding month of last year. This is also known as point to point inflation. 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

SC lashes out at Centre on pollution 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

The Supreme Court‘s Green Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta made clear to the government that 

the people of this country are more important than anything while hearing the issue of ban on import of petcoke . 

Petcoke 

● Petcoke is a toxic fuel used in hazardous industries. 

● Petroleum coke or petcoke is one of the many consumer products produced during oil refining. 

● During oil refining, the crude oil is first processed into various products such as gasoline, diesel, jet fuel, 

lubricating oils and waxes. 

● After all these products have been created, a residual crude is further undergoes additional processing called 

―coking‖ to produce various fuels including pet coke. 

● Pet coke is used as a source of energy and carbon for various industrial applications. 

 

Hazards of Pet Coke 

● Health and environment concerns are regarding the Higher Sulphur content in petcoke 

○ Pet coke is used as a substitute for coal and has a higher heat content than coal. Thus, less pet 

coke is required in comparison to coal for same industrial process. 

○ Since less pet coke is able to replace an amount of coal; pet coke is responsible for less CO2 

emission in comparison to coal. 

○ Further, emission of NOx depends on the technology used in the industrial process. 

● However, Pet coke has more sulfur content than coal. The largest use of pet coke is in cement industry 

where 90% sulfur compounds are absorbed in clinker. 

● Pet coke is extremely polluting because of its higher sulphur content and because pollution is transferred 

from one product (coal) to another (pet coke). 

 

Court Observations 

● The court has been urging the government since December 2017 to move forward towards a nationwide 

ban on the use of petcoke and furnace oil to power up industries, in a bid to fight pollution. 

● The court had by then, in October last year, already ordered a ban on the industrial use of petcoke and 

furnace oil in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan. 

● The ban on use came after an EPCA Report, including the ban on sale, distribution and use of furnace oil 

and petcoke in the NCR. Their use is already prohibited in Delhi. 

● Pursuant to the Supreme Court ban, both the Environment Ministry and the Central Pollution Control 

Board had brought into immediate effect a prohibition on the use of petcoke and furnace oil by any 

industry, operation or processes within the States of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan until further 

orders. 

● The court had even highlighted how petcoke is being imported from countries like the United States and 

China, which have already stopped using them after due consideration of its harmful effects on human 

beings and environment. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 
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BrahMos tested in extreme weather conditions 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology 

 

BrahMos passes extreme weather test 

1. The supersonic cruise missile BrahMos was successfully test-fired under extreme weather conditions, as part 

of the service life extension programme for the Army. 

2. The missile followed the designated trajectory and the key components functioned perfectly. 

3. BrahMos has again proved its all-weather capability, flying in sea state 7, with waves as high as nine meters. 

(Sea state is the degree of turbulence at sea, generally measured on a scale of 0 to 9 according to average wave 

height). 

 

BrahMos 

1. BrahMos is a joint collaboration between India and Russia and is capable of being launched from land, sea, 

sub-sea and air against the surface and sea-based targets 

2. It has a strike range of around 290 km and is described as the world‘s fastest supersonic cruise missile. 

3. The range of the supersonic missile was initially capped at 290 km as per the obligations of the Missile 

Technology Control Regime 

4. Since India‘s entry into the club, the range has been extended to 450 km and the plan is to hit 600km. 

5. The Army and the Navy have already inducted the missile, while the air-launched variant is undergoing trials. 

  
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Making crop insurance work for Indian farmers [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 AGRICULTURE - e-technology in the aid of farmers 

Crop damage by changing weather 

1. In recent months, several places in north India experienced unseasonal dust and thunderstorms, followed by 

unseasonal rains 

2. This has cost lives and led to extensive crop damage 

3. With freak weather events becoming more common, protection of farmers against these risks figures 

prominently in the government‘s agricultural policy 

 

Agriculture sector impact 

1. Mitigating risk in the agricultural sector has a direct implication for agricultural productivity and farmer 

welfare 

2. It also intersects with some of the key sustainable development goals (SDGs), such as ending poverty, 

achieving food security and curbing hunger 

 

Using technology in agriculture 

1. The International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) has funded a number of studies that explore the 

feasibility of using ICTs in the field of agricultural risk mitigation 

2. A 3ie-funded study conducted by researchers at the International Food Policy Research Institute demonstrates 

how to capitalize on the availability of low-cost internet and the rising use of smartphones 

3. The novel picture-based insurance (PBI) product welds technology with weather index based insurance (WBI) 

4. Farmers are asked to take pictures from the same site with the same view frame two to three times a week 

throughout the cropping season. The series of images thus created helps insurance agencies examine the 

condition of the crops 
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5. Based on the assessment, payments for losses are directly issued to the farmers‘ bank accounts 

6. Additionally, the application also provides customized agricultural advisory to farmers by experts, ensuring 

continual interaction 

7. Another study by the Centre for Budget and Policy Studies (CBPS) examines the PMFBY in Karnataka, 

which incorporates the use of mobile technology to record and upload the crop-cutting experiments (CCE), a 

mechanism to determine the overall yield of the village 

8. The use of ICT is expected to quicken compilation of data, verification and faster settlement of a claim 

 

Other benefits of ICT 

1. The use of mobile-based technology can also help allied activities 

2. ICTs can address not only supply side and process-related bottlenecks but also influence behaviour change on 

the demand side 

3.  For example, ICTs such as the PBI that require farmers to participate may induce farmers to develop a 

vigilant attitude towards any loss of crop 

4. Formative and process evaluations of ICT-based programmes, usually done at the beginning of a programme 

spanning over a few months, can help policymakers take prompt programme-specific decisions 

5. By identifying various challenges, such evaluations can lead to better programme selection and design that are 

cost-effective 

 

Way Forward 

1. Impact evaluations that are based on counterfactuals with a large sample size, and conducted over a longer 

period, can surely inform scaling up and replicability of such programmes 

2. And in turn, the resultant socioeconomic impact will help farmers across India 

                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- LIVE MINT 

 

Overdue correction: on revisiting the Companies Act 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy & their effects 

on industrial growth 

Panel to review Companies Act 

1. The Centre has announced the constitution of a committee to revisit several provisions of the Companies Act, 

2013 

2. This 10-member committee appointed by the Corporate Affairs Ministry has been tasked with checking if 

certain offences can be ‗de-criminalised‘ 

3. This is being done as some of the provisions in the law are so tough that even a spelling mistake or 

typographical error could be construed as a fraud and lead to harsh strictures 

 

Committee‟s mandate 

1. The Uday Kotak panel has been tasked to assess whether some of the violations that can attract imprisonment 

(such as a clerical failure by directors to make adequate disclosures about their interests) may instead be 

punished with monetary fines 

2. It will also examine if offences punishable with a fine or imprisonment may be re-categorised as ‗acts‘ that 

attract civil liabilities 

3. The committee has also been asked to suggest the broad contours for an adjudicatory mechanism that allows 

penalties to be levied for minor violations, perhaps in an automated manner, with minimal discretion available 

to officials 
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Mindset behind the changes 

1. The government hopes such changes in the regulatory regime would allow trial courts to devote greater 

attention to serious offences rather than get overloaded with cases as zealous officials blindly pursue 

prosecutions for even minor violations 

2. Industry captains had red-flagged the impact of such provisions on the ease of doing business, and investor 

sentiment in general 

3. The rethink is perhaps triggered by the fact that private sector investment is yet to pick up steam and capital 

still seeks foreign shores to avoid regulatory risks 

 

Way forward 

1. The 2013 law entailed the first massive overhaul of India‘s legal regime to govern businesses that had been in 

place since 1956 and was borne of a long-drawn consultative process 

2. The decision to build in harsh penalties and prison terms for corporate misdemeanours in the 2013 law was 

influenced by the high-pitched anti-corruption discourse that prevailed in the country at that moment in time 

3. But a trust deficit between industry and government owing to stray incidents of corporate malfeasance should 

not inhibit normal business operations 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

In need of a better waste management system [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment. 

Goa‘s glass problem, it needs a better waste management system, not knee-jerk bans 

Key arguments 

● It is important to debunk these arguments if Goa is to truly become garbage-free by 2020. 

● There are three key arguments made in favour of the recent proposal to ban beer bottles in Goa. 

○ Most bottlers do not collect empty bottles. 

○ Shards of glass injure people at beaches. 

○ The staff at waste facilities injure themselves. 

 

Issues pertaining to glass problem 

● The fact that most bottle-makers do not collect empty bottles is being used as a reason to ban glass 

bottles. 

● This indicates the government‘s unwillingness to force bottlers to do the right thing. 

● If one company has a collection facility — and it does — it begs the question of why others can‘t have the 

same. 

● Are companies, in an effort to reduce costs, shirking their social responsibilities? 

● The government can induce companies to initiate bottle collection schemes and ask companies to include 

all types of outlets, and consumers, in such schemes. A refundable deposit should be levied on the outlets 

and on the customers to encourage return of bottles. The deposit charged on the outlets should be the 

same as that they charge on customers. 

 

Providing better Infrastructure 

 If shards of glass are injuring people on the beach, this is a symptom of lack of civic sense and the 

absence of an effective waste management system. 

 One way to prevent such injuries is to prevent drinking in the open, but that may be considered too 

restrictive in a tourism-driven economy such as Goa. 

 Instead, there is need to bring behavioural change and provide better infrastructure to collect waste. 

 A proper policing system should be put in place to deter, sensitise and punish people who litter. 
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Two major reasons for avoidable but hazardous injuries of staff at waste facilities. 

1. The waste is not segregated at source. Unsegregated waste not only hides sharp material but can also be a 

source of pathogens. On the other hand, waste segregation enhances the potential of the waste material to 

be reused and recycled. 

2. The reason for injury is inadequate protective equipment for personnel. Waste handlers usually do not use 

gloves and if they are given gloves, these are usually the rubber ones that easily get torn. However, there 

are special gloves for handling waste which are not just stronger but also provide better grip. Workers in 

waste collection facilities need to be provided such gloves. 

Conclusion 

 The question that Goans must ask themselves is whether they are waging a war against waste or battling a 

mindset. 

 If it seeks easy but unsustainable alternatives that will eventually magnify current problems. 

 For better waste management system, it seeks a collective solution which could ultimately clear the path to a 

garbage-free Goa by 2020. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Centre increases CVs‟ load carrying capacity 
GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Trucks can ferry 20-25% more weight 

1. The Transport Ministry has raised safe limits for axle weight for transport vehicles by 20-25%. 

2. The revised axle limits will be applicable to new vehicles. 

3. The move will help reduce logistics costs by 2% and attempts to bring norms at par with international 

standards. 

4. The Ministry has also proposed to dispense with fitness certificate for new vehicles and make it mandatory to 

have vehicle tracking system and FASTags for electronic toll collection for all commercial vehicles in its draft 

amendment to the Commercial Motor Vehicles Act. 

5. The amendments also proposed that a driving license and pollution certificates can be carried in physical or 

digital form. 

FASTags 

1. FASTag devices employ Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology to make toll payments from the 

prepaid account directly linked with it. 

2. The windscreens of the vehicles are fitted with it. 

3. It enables the four-wheelers to drive through the toll plazas without having to wait for cash transactions at the 

toll. 

4. A separate lane will be dedicated for such FASTag users. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Cabinet relaxes NELP, pre-NELP pact rules 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, and Railways etc. 

Eased levy terms 

1. The Union Cabinet approved the policy framework to streamline production sharing contracts signed in the 

pre-New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) and NELP periods. 

2. Key decisions under the framework include increasing the exploration period granted for blocks in the 

northeast, and easing the sharing of royalties with the developers of the blocks. 

3. Based on recommendations in ‗Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for North East‘, it has extended timelines for 

exploration and appraisal period in operational blocks of NE region considering geographical, environmental 

and logistical challenges. 
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Pricing freedom 

1. The exploration period has been increased by two years and appraisal period by one year. 

2. The Centre has also allowed marketing, including pricing freedom for natural gas to be produced from 

discoveries which are yet to commence production as on July 1, 2018. 

3. The government has created an enabling framework for sharing of statutory levies including royalty and cess 

in proportion to the participating interest of the contractor in Pre-NELP Exploration Blocks, and the same has 

been made cost recoverable with prospective effect. 

  
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 

New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) 

1. New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) was conceptualized by the Government of India, during 1997-

98 to provide an equal platform to both Public and Private sector companies in exploration and production 

of hydrocarbons. 

2. It provided for establishment of Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH) as a nodal agency for its 

implementation. 

3. It was introduced to boost the production of oil and natural gas and providing level playing field for both 

public and private players. 

4. India has an estimated sedimentary area of 3.14 million km2. consisting of 26 sedimentary basins, of 

which, 57% (1.79 million km2.) area is in deepwater and remaining 43% (1.35 million km2.) area is in 

inland and shallow offshore. 

5. At present 1.06 million km2 area is held under Petroleum Exploration Licenses in 18 basins by national oil 

companies viz. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC), OIL India Limited (OIL) and 

Private/Joint Venture companies. 

6. Before implementation of the New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) in 1999, a mere 11% of Indian 

sedimentary basins were under exploration, which has now increased extensively over the years. 

 

Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) 

1. It is a policy adopted by Government of India on 10.03.2016 indicating the new contractual and fiscal 

model for award of hydrocarbon acreages towards exploration and production (E&P). 

2. HELP is applicable for all future contracts to be awarded. 

3. HELP replaces the present policy regime for exploration and production of oil and gas, known as New 

Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP), which has been in existence for 18 years. 

4. Features of HELP: 

● Uniform License: It provides for a uniform licensing system to cover all hydrocarbons such as oil, gas, coal 

bed methane etc. under a single licensing framework, instead of the present system of issuing separate 

licenses for each kind of hydrocarbons. 

● Open Acreages: It gives the option to a hydrocarbon company to select the exploration blocks throughout 

the year without waiting for the formal bid round from the Government. 

● Revenue Sharing Model: Present fiscal system of production sharing contract (PSC) is replaced by an easy 

to administer ―revenue sharing model‖. The earlier contracts were based on the concept of profit sharing 

where profits are shared between Government and the contractor after recovery of cost. 

● Marketing and Pricing Freedom: It has been granted, subject to a ceiling price limit, for new gas production 

from Deepwater, Ultra Deepwater and High Pressure-High Temperature Areas. 
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Ganga Vriksharopan Abhiyan 

GS PAPER – 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

 

Ganga Vriksharopan Abhiyan 

1. National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is running  ―Ganga Vriksharopan Abhiyan‖ in five main stem Ganga 

basin states – Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 

2. The drive was launched on  the 9
th
of this month, and the week up to 15

th
 July was observed 

as „ShubharambhSaptah‟. 

3. The involvement of District Ganga Committees, of which District Magistrates are the Chairpersons, has given 

strength to the programme. Divisional Forest Officers (DFOs) have been designated as the district level Nodal 

Officers and Chief Conservator of Forest (CCF) at the State level for organizing the events. 

 

Forest Interventions in Ganga (FIG) 

1. The afforestation is part of the Forest Interventions in Ganga (FIG) which is significant as it aims to bring 

greater awareness among people and other stakeholders regarding the importance of afforestation for the task of 

Ganga Rejuvenation. 

2. A number of schools, colleges and departments have been requested to “Adopt a Plant” for turning this campaign 

into a people‘s movement. Various seminars, workshops, lectures, drawing and painting competitions etc. are being 

organised. 

Getting Forest Research Institute (FRI) on board 

1. In order to implement the afforestation project in a scientific manner, Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun 

was assigned the project to prepare a Detailed Project Report (DPR). 

2. On the basis of this DPR the State Forest Departments would carry out their plantation activities. 

3. The FRI report provides a multi-disciplinary approach with potential plantation and treatment models. 

4. Considering the type of natural ecosystem, identification of native vegetation, soil conditions and agro-climatic 

zones, potential models of various types have been developed. 

5. The implementation plan aims to contribute towards the Clean Ganga Mission, particularly Aviral 

Dhara and Nirmal Dhara besides maintenance of the ecological and geological integrities, by improving the 

base flow and filtration of the groundwater pollution. 

Why is Afforestation in Ganga Basin important? 

● Forests cause higher rainfall and raise the water level in the rivers. 

● Through their foliage, craggy bark and abundant leaf litter, trees and forests decrease the speed of water 

dispersion and favour slow but greater infiltration of rainwater to ensure smooth functioning of the hydrological 

cycle. 

● Moreover, the presence of healthy forest cover along the river provides the self-cleaning ability to the river. 

● Thus, afforestation and augmentation of existing forest along the Ganga hold the promise to strengthen the 

riparian ecosystem thereby contributing to the overarching cause of Ganga Rejuvenation. 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Punjab seeks neighbours‟ help in fight against drugs 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas 

● Punjab, Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh has sought the cooperation of the neighbouring States to 

control the cultivation and smuggling of narcotics. 

Cooperation to curb the drug menace:-  

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/189-81/punjab/?utm=bodytag
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o Captain Singh has written letters to Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh, to whom the Delhi Police reports, 

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur and Rajasthan 

Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje drawing their attention to the problem. 

o He has requested each of the States to advise their enforcement agencies, including the police, to coordinate 

with the Punjab Police and make joint efforts to curb the drug menace. 

o He also requested the Chief Ministers to impress upon the Central government the need for a national policy on 

prevention and control of drug abuse in the country. 

Peddlers hiding:-  

o Captain Singh, in his letter to Mr. Rajnath Singh, pointed out that as per information, drug peddlers and 

smugglers had disappeared from Punjab and were hiding in the neighbouring States. 

o ―Apart from smuggling from across the international border, there are reports about smuggling of drugs to 

Punjab through the neighbouring States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi,‖ he said. 

o Captain Singh urged the Home Minister to advise the Delhi Police to work in close coordination with the police 

of the neighbouring States to wipe out the drug menace in the region. 
                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

India to expand polar research to Arctic as well 
GS PAPER – 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - developments and their applications and effects in everyday life 

Achievements of Indians in science & technology 

● The Hon‘ble Minister for S&T and Earth Sciences has approved the renaming of National Centre for Antarctic 

and Ocean Research (NCAOR), Goa to National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), Goa,‖ 

 

GOVERNMENT FOCUS ON POLES:- 

● The government is refocusing priorities to the other pole — the Arctic — because of opportunities and 

challenges posed by climate change. 

● Along with the Arctic, India‘s earth sciences community also views the Himalayas as a ―third pole‖ because of 

the large quantities of snow and ice it holds, and proposes to increase research spends towards understanding the 

impact of climate change in the Himalayas. It has already established a high-altitude research station in the 

Himalayas, called HIMANSH, at Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. 

● Annual missions to maintain India‘s three bases in Antarctica will continue, the new priorities mean that there 

will be more expeditions and research focus on the other poles 

 

RESPONSIBLE FACTORS IN INDIA RE-THINKING PRIORITIES:- 

● Sea ice at the Arctic has been melting rapidly — the fastest in this century. That means several spots, rich in 

hydrocarbon reserves, will be more accessible through the year via alternative shipping routes. 

● A big worry for India is the impact of melting sea ice on the monsoon. Over the years scientists across the world 

are reporting that the rapid ice-melt in the Arctic is leading to large quantities of fresh water into the seas around 

the poles.  

o This impedes the release of heat from the water and directs warm water into the seas around India, the theory 

goes, and eventually weakens the movement of the monsoon breeze into India. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Cryptocurrencies will boost illegal transactions : RBI to SC 

GS PAPER -03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Challenges to internal security through communication 

networks, role of media and social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;money-

laundering and its prevention. 

● The petitions was filed by Siddharth Dalmia and Vijay Pal Dalmia and they had said that the RBI, through its 

circular, had directed banks and financial institutions to freeze the bank accounts of those individuals and companies 

dealing in the illegal trade of virtual currencies. 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/129-81/himachal-pradesh/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/126-81/haryana/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/994-993/climate-change/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/250-244/antarctica/?utm=bodytag
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● Mr. Dalmia, in his plea, has sought a direction to the Centre to take steps to restrain sale and purchase of illegal 

cryptocurrencies like Bitcoins, which were being traded openly for ―illegal activities‖ like funding terrorism and 

insurgency. 

● Cryptocurrencies are ―a stateless digital currency‖ in which encryption techniques are used for trading and these 

‗currencies‘ operate independently of a Central bank like the RBI, ―rendering it immune from government 

interference‖. 

● A committee has been set up by the Centre to deal with issues relating to cryptocurrencies. 

● The federal bank and the Central government sought three weeks time from the Bench 

● The Bench, which also comprised justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chandrachud, for filing their responses to a 

clutch of petitions on the issue. The Bench granted till September 11. The apex court had also sought the assistance 

of Attorney General K.K. Venugopal in the matter.    

                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Counting the tiger 

GS PAPER -03 - Conservation 

 

MSTrIPES:-  

● Monitoring System for Tigers Intensive Patrolling and Ecological Status 

● It is a software-based monitoring system launched across Indian tiger reserves by the Indian government‘s National 

Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) in 2010 

 

Implementation 

● Forest guards in tiger reserves will be equipped with personal digital assistants and GPS devices 

● This way, the signs such as bonfire, snare, tree felling, animal carcass or body parts etc signifying illegal activities 

will also be recorded by the field staff with site images, which with other set of information will reach out to the 

software enabled phones and systems immediately. 

● The software system maps the patrol routes of forest guards, and the resulting data are then analyzed in a geographic 

information system. 

 

Advantages 

● MSTrIPES produces easily interpretable reports and maps that are useful for management and policy decisions. 

● the system reduces the response time to detrimental events like poaching or habitat degradation and becomes a 

comprehensive tool to keep the pulse of a tiger reserve. 

● All these years, data pertaining to carnivore signs, pellets and status of habitat was manually recorded in the 

prescribed format on a paper by the field staff, but this exercise was prone to errors. With the availability of M-

STRiPES, human error will be eliminated 

● It paves the way for greater standardisation and elimination of inconsistencies in data interpretation. 
                                                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Inter-Ministerial committee for “Doubling the income of Farmers” 

GS PAPER 03 - AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum 

support prices 

1. The Government has constituted an Inter-Ministerial Committee under the Chairmanship of Chief Executive 

Officer, National Rainfed Area Authority, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare. 

2. It aims to examine issues relating to the doubling of farmers‘ income and recommend a strategy to achieve doubling 

of farmers‘ income in real terms by the year 2022. 

 

Building strategy for doubling of farmers‟ income by 2022 

1. The Government has set a target of doubling of farmers‘ income by the year 2022. 
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2. In order to realise net positive returns for the farmer, schemes as follows, are being promoted and implemented in a 

major way through the States/UTs viz:- 

● Soil Health Card (SHC) scheme; 

● Neem Coated Urea (NCU); 

● Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY); 

● Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY); 

● National Agriculture Market scheme (e-NAM); 

● Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY); 

● National Food Security Mission (NFSM); 

● Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH); 

● National Mission on Oilseeds & Oilpalm (NMOOP); 

● National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA); 

● National Mission on Agricultural Extension & Technology (NMAET) and 

● Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) 

1. In addition, schemes relating to tree plantation (Har Medh Par Ped), Bee Keeping, Dairy and Fisheries are also 

implemented. 

2. All these schemes are implemented to enhance production and productivity of agriculture and thereby enhance 

income of farmers. 

 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

1. MSP is notified for both Kharif & Rabi crops based on the recommendations of the Commission on Agriculture 

Costs & Prices (CACP). 

2. The Commission collects & analyses data on the cost of cultivation and recommends MSP. 

3. Giving a major boost for the farmers‘ income, the Government has increased the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) 

of all kharif crops for 2018-19 Season. 

4. This decision of the Government is a historic one as it redeems the promise of the pre-determined principle of fixing 

the MSPs at a level of at least 150 per cent of the cost of production announced by the Union Budget for 2018-19. 

 

Farmer‟s income is yet to be surveyed 

1. National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) has not conducted any survey during the last one year for collecting data on 

the present income of country‘s farmers and animal rearers residing in various parts of the country. 

2. However, NSSO conducted a Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) of Agricultural households during its 70th round 

(January 2013- December 2013) in the rural areas of the country with reference to the agricultural year July 2012- 

June 2013. 

3. The survey collected the details of income generated by the agricultural households during the agricultural year 

from July 2012-June 2013 from different economic activities. 
                                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Turn on the lights and study! The National Moth Week is here 

GS PAPER 03 - ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact assessment. 

● India is among 40 countries in which enthusiasts and citizen scientists are devoting the week from July 21 to 29 to 

document the insects 

● Lack of brilliant colours may make most moths less-noticeable than butterflies, but an international citizen science 

initiative hopes to change this.  

 

AIM:-  

● The National Moth Week, initiated in 2012 by scientists in America, is to increase awareness on moths. 
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● The National Moth Week, which encourages people to observe and document moths in backyards and 

neighbourhoods, is underway across the world, and India‘s citizen scientists are also taking part. 

● India is home to more than 10,000 moth species, including the large and flamboyant Indian moon moth Actias 

selene. Important food sources for many animals, moths can be indicators of ecosystem health. 

● ―We hope this will increase awareness on moth diversity and their role in the ecosystem,‖ 

 

MOTH WEEK :- 

● Last week of July in more than 40 countries worldwide now, enthusiasts observe moths either individually or in 

groups. 

● Identifying most moth species can be difficult, but observers can capture photographs on their smartphones and 

upload them on citizen science mobile applications (such as iNaturalist) and online biodiversity repositories such as 

the India Biodiversity Portal (IBP). 

● Among the several events across India, the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) will instruct participants on 

how to watch and photograph moths at the Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary near Delhi, while the Community of 

Education, Research and Development (CERD) Foundation in J&K‘s Anantnag has scheduled several talks on 

moths in local schools and colleges. 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

40% Study loan NPAs are from T.N. 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. 

● Tamil Nadu accounts for over 40% of non-performing assets (NPAs) in education loans given by public sector 

banks.According to data given by the Indian Banks‘ Association (IBA) 

Slew of factors that have contributed to high NPAs in Tamil Nadu for education loans. 

● Education loans are treated similar to commercial loans and if there are three continuous defaults, they are declared 

as NPAs. Education loans need a different treatment since they involve the futures of students and are an 

investment,. 

● Mr. Srinivasan also pointed out that banks do not claim the full benefits under the interest subsidy scheme, which 

puts a burden on the student, and do not grant them their eligible moratorium. 
                                                                                                                                                           SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Over 50 products cheaper as GST Council slashes rates 

GS PAPER -03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 

● Out of the 49 items currently taxed at the highest rate of 28%, rates on 17 have been reduced to 18%‖ .― 

● Tax rates on white goods, including small television (about 27 inch), refrigerators, washing machines, water 

coolers, vacuum cleaner, mixer, juicer, etc. have been reduced.‖ 

 

GST Council reduced the rates on more than 50 products:- 

● GST on sanitary pads was cut from 12% to zero 

● Rakhis were exempted from the tax 

● Small televisions, washing machines, fridges and kitchen appliances such as mixers and juicers have their tax rates 

slashed from 28% to 18%. 

 

Simplified return filing :- 

● The council also approved a simplified return filing mechanism wherein all taxpayers, excluding small taxpayers, 

will now file one monthly return with two main tables. 

○ one for reporting outward supplies and one for availing input tax credit based on invoices uploaded by the supplier. 
                                                                                                                                                               Source :- The Hindu  

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1310-1309-1197/education-loans/?utm=bodytag
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U.P. police to set up „Digital Armies 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role 

of media and social networking sites in internal security challenges 

● To curb incidents of lynching and violence due to fake news on social media, the Uttar Pradesh police will set up 

'Digital Armies' of prominent residents to keep a strict vigil on inflammatory posts and rumour-mongering. 

● The move comes in the wake of the Central government‘s directions to take effective steps to stop the spread of 

the rumours and fake news 

 

DIGITAL VOLUNTEERS:- 

● As part of the initiative, all the 1,469 police stations in the State will have a WhatsApp group consisting 250 

members including ex-servicemen, teachers, doctors, advocates and journalists among others 

○ The group members will share with the police various information, rumours, photographs and videos of 

their respective area. 

○ Each of the 1,469 police station will be having the digital volunteers linked through WhatsApp. The group 

operating at the police station level will be linked to the district WhatsApp group, which would be linked 

to the U.P. DGP. 

● These ‗digital volunteers‘ will inform their local police station if they come across fake news on the social 

media and at the same time, disseminate correct information among the locals to curb the spread of rumours. 

● According to the State police, the application forms to become a digital volunteer are available on their 

website uppolice.gov.in. 

                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Govt looking at adopting UN model for cross-border insolvency norms 

GS PAPER - 03 -  Money-laundering and its prevention. 

● The government is looking at the possibility of adopting a United Nations legal model for cross-border 

insolvency cases as it works on strengthening the insolvency resolution framework 

● The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) has sections pertaining to cross-border insolvency matters but are 

yet to be made operational. 

● The existing Code provides for two sections -- 234 and 235 -- relating to the cross border insolvency, which 

allows central government to enter into an agreement with a foreign country for enforcing the provisions of 

the Code, which is considered insufficient and time taking. 

 

Insolvency Law Committee (ILC):- 

● Headed by Corporate Affairs Secretary Injeti Srinivas, is studying the feasibility of introducing cross-border 

insolvency provisions 

● The committee is looking at adoption of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

(UNCITRAL) model on dealing with cross border insolvency. 

● The ILC mainly works on identifying and suggesting ways to address issues in the implementation of the 

Code. 

 

UN model eyed for cross-border norms:- 

● The Corporate Affairs Ministry had said it was keen to introduce a globally accepted and well-recognised 

cross-border insolvency framework, fine-tuned to suit the needs of aspirational Indian economy. 

● the global experience demonstrates that cross-border investment decisions and their outcomes, are 

considerably affected by the insolvency laws in force in a country. 

● Inclusion of cross-border insolvency framework will further enhance ease of doing business, provide a 

mechanism of cooperation between India and other countries in the area of insolvency resolution, and protect 

creditors in the global scenario 

● The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is the nodal body for the Code and it comes under the 

ministry. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/fake-news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/social-media
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Uttar-Pradesh
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                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE TIMES OF INDIA 

 

 New SAFAR system with Air Quality Early Warning System 

GS PAPER 03 - ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Advanced SAFAR 

1. Union Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan unveiled a state-of-the-art Air Quality and Weather Forecast System– 

SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting) at Chandni Chowk in Delhi. 

2. The giant true colour LED display gives out real-time air quality index on 24×7 basis with colour coding 

along with 72-hour advance forecast. 

3. The system will be an integral part of India‘s first Air Quality Early Warning System operational in Delhi 

and will strengthen the existing air quality network of SAFAR. 

4. The system, first of its kind in the country, was developed indigenously in record time by Indian Institute of 

Tropical Meteorology, Pune and operationalized by India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 

LED Display of advisories 

1. Based on the Air Quality Index on a particular day, Health advisory and related precaution will be notified to 

prepare citizens well in advance. 

2. It will also measure the sun‘s UV-Index and will provide a measurement of online automatic ultrafine 

particles PM1 and Mercury, both of which have direct relevance to human health. 

3. Based on UVI, skin advisories will be issued on display. 

 

Benefits of the Early Warning System 

d. According to a preliminary economic assessment of the benefits of the system, if 5% of people suffering from air-

pollution related diseases take advantage of the advisories and precautions in Delhi alone, it would result in a saving 

of nearly Rs. 2,500 crores in terms of health-related cost benefit. 

e. It will accelerate public awareness and preparedness of air pollution and weather extremes. 

f. It will also lead to a better understanding of linkages among emissions, weather, pollution and climate by 

monitoring all weather parameters like temperature, rainfall, humidity, wind speed and wind direction. 

g. In addition to regular air quality parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides, Carbon 

Monoxide, the system will also monitor the existence of Benzene, Toluene and Xylene. 

h. Besides health, SAFAR system would benefit cost savings to several other sectors like agriculture, aviation, 

infrastructure, disaster management skill, tourism and many others, which directly or indirectly get affected by air 

quality and weather. 

System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR) 

1. Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Govt. of India, has introduced a major national initiative ―SAFAR‖ for 

greater metropolitan cities of India to provide location-specific information on air quality in near real time 

and its forecast 1-3 days in advance for the first time in India 

2. It was started under the plan scheme ―Metropolitan Advisories for Cities for Sports, Tourism (Metropolitan 

Air Quality and Weather Services) 

3. The SAFAR system is developed by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, along with ESSO partner 

institutions namely India Meteorological Department (IMD) and National Centre for Medium Range Weather 

Forecasting (NCMRWF) 

4. The implementation of SAFAR is done with an active collaboration with local municipal corporations and 

various local educational institutions and governmental agencies in that Metro city. 

5. It was started on a Pilot basis in the cities of Pune, Ahmadabad, New Delhi and Mumbai 
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  SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Banks agree to resolve stressed assets quickly 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 

 

● Leading lenders of the country signed an agreement among themselves to grant power to the lead lender 

of the consortium to draw up a resolution plan for stressed assets. 

● The plan would be implemented in a time-bound manner before bankruptcy proceedings kick in, as was 

the mandate of the Reserve Bank. 

● The move comes after the banking regulator, in its February 12 circular, dismantled all the existing 

resolution mechanisms, such as the joint lenders‘ forum, and asked lenders to start resolution for the asset 

even if the default was by one day. 

● It had also mandated that if the resolution plan was not finalised within 180 days, the account had to be 

referred for bankruptcy proceedings. 

 

SBI, BoI on board 

● The agreement, known as Inter-Creditor Agreement (ICA) was framed under the aegis of the Indian 

Banks‘ Association and follows the recommendations of the Sunil Mehta Committee on stressed asset 

resolution. 

● Lenders including State Bank of India, Bank of India, and Corporation Bank have already signed the pact. 

● The ICA has been executed by 24 lenders, primarily those who have obtained their board approvals. 

Other lenders are expected to execute the ICA shortly after getting approval from the respective Boards. 

Non-banking financial companies are also expected to sign the agreement. 

● The ICA is applicable to all corporate borrowers who have availed loans for an amount of Rs. 50 crore or 

more under consortium lending / multiple banking arrangements. 

● The lender with the highest exposure to a stressed borrower will be authorised to formulate the resolution 

plan which will be presented to all lenders for their approval. 

● The decision making shall be by way of approval of ‗majority lenders‘ (i.e. the lenders with 66% share in 

the aggregate exposure). Once a resolution plan is approved by the majority…, it shall be binding on all 

the lenders that are a party to the ICA. 

● Dissenting lenders can either sell their exposure to another lender at a 15% discount or buy the entire 

exposure of all the banks involved, at a 25% premium. 

● One of the major issues that we identified was a lack of consensus among the lending banks on what 

should have been a common resolution plan which would have benefited the banks, so that there is a 
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resolution in getting the asset back into the resuscitation mode rather than allowing it to impair over a 

period of time. 

● This is primarily focussed on the Rs. 50 crore-Rs. 500 crore and the Rs. 500 crore-Rs. 2,000 crore 

categories. If there are any specific assets of more than Rs. 2,000 crore, we will deal with that separately. 
SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Two engines of the economy need to fire [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - GROWTH 

Investments picking up slowly 

1. The recovery in investments will continue in fiscal 2019, led by government efforts to build roads and houses 

2. Capacity utilization, which is a pre-condition to the revival in private sector investments, should also keep 

improving 

3. The crowding-in impact of public investments is expected to kick in later 

4. Yet a broad-based and decisive pick-up in the investment cycle will take time 

 

Investment rate in India 

1. The share of gross fixed capital formation—fresh investments in the form of plant and machinery, dwellings 

and other buildings—in the gross domestic product (GDP), is called the investment rate 

2. India‘s investment rate averaged 31% in fiscals 2015-2018, compared with 33.6% in fiscals 2010-2014 

3. It touched a decadal low of 30.3% in fiscal 2016 

 

The decline in private investment 

Data suggests weakness on two fronts as the reason for the decline in investments 

1. One, the sticky share of private corporate sector investments in GDP 

● CSO data shows private non-financial corporate investments have remained subdued 

● Data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also suggests that capital expenditure by the private sector 

declined for the sixth straight year in fiscal 2017 

2 .Two, a secular decline in household investments 

● The household sector was the biggest contributor to investments in fiscal 2012 (share of about 45%), but its 

share has declined consistently since then and was about 31% in fiscal 2017 

● Purchase of houses is generally the largest part (more than three-fourths) of household investments, so a 

slowdown on that score becomes a key reason for the decline 

 

Reasons behind the decline 

A broad-based pickup in private corporate investments was elusive for three reasons: 

1. First is the capacity overhang 

● Data from the RBI suggests overall capacity utilization declined to 74% at the end of December 2017 from 

81% at the end of March 2011 

● CRISIL Research analysis corroborates this trend 

2. Second is the focus of corporates on improving their capital structure 

● High leverage has also been haunting the corporate sector and has been a deterrent for fresh investments in the 

economy 

● Companies are, therefore, focused on improving capital structure than investments 

● Consequently, debt/equity and interest coverage ratios have improved, not so much investments 

3. Third was that the transitory shocks from demonetization and implementation glitches in the roll out of the goods 

and services tax (GST) 

● It added to the uncertainty, which further delayed investment decisions 
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Productivity of investment 

1. The productivity of investments is measured by the incremental capital-output ratio (ICOR) 

2. Lower the ICOR, higher is the productivity of capital because ICOR measures the capital required to produce 

an additional unit of output 

 

Expectations on the pickup in investments 

1. A broad-based pickup in investments is unlikely this fiscal as capacity overhang persists and corporates 

continue to focus on reviving their capital structure 

2. Pre-election year uncertainty, too, discourages private sector investments 

3. This fiscal is expected to see a mild improvement in investments, given the government‘s sharp focus on 

affordable housing, rural infrastructure and roads 

4. Beyond the current fiscal year, there is more optimism on a broad-based pick-up in investments 

5. The government has initiated a number of steps to ease the business environment: 

● big moves such as the GST and Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

● introducing an online single-window model for providing clearances and filing compliances 

● fast-tracking foreign investments 

● surpassing the Foreign Investment Promotion Board 

 

Way Forward 

1. Both investment and its productivity should pick up as the deleveraging phase gets over, crowding-in benefits 

of public investment kick in and efficiency-enhancing reforms start bearing fruit 

2. That will lead to faster economic growth 

                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- LIVE MINT  

 

Inter-Creditor Agreement signed by banks [EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 

 

Context 

Indian banks trying to sell their troubled assets signed an inter-creditor agreement to push for the speedy resolution of 

non-performing loans on their balance sheets. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF AGREMENT  

● The disagreement between joint lenders was the biggest problem in resolving stressed assets. To overcome 

this issue inter-creditor agreement was introduced. 

● So, the government now hopes that the holdout problem, where the objections of a few lenders prevent a 

settlement between the majority lenders, will be solved through the inter-creditor agreement. 

Rules 

● The inter-creditor agreement is aimed at the resolution of loan accounts with a size of ₹50 crore and above that 

are under the control of a group of lenders. 

● As per the terms of the agreement, if 66% of the lenders agree to a resolution plan it would be binding on all 

lenders. 

● A dissenting creditor 

○ could sell its loan at a discount of 15% of the liquidation value to other lenders 

○ buy the entire loan at 125% of the resolution plan agreed to by other lenders. 

○ Another option with a dissenting creditor is to sell their loans to any person at a price mutually 

arrived between dissenting lender and the buyer. 

○ However, a dissenting creditor cannot sell it to an asset reconstruction company. 
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● The agreement also has a standstill clause wherein all lenders are barred from enforcing any legal action against 

the borrower for recovery of their dues. During the standstill period, lenders are also barred from transferring or 

assigning their loan to any other person except a bank or finance company. 

 

Significance 

● This move will process and would provide the resolution to stressed assets issue much earlier than the earlier 

model which relied solely on the joint lenders‘ forum to arrive at a consensus among creditors 

● This act would also be logical for joint lenders who want to avoid a deadlock to agree on the ground rules of 

debt resolution prior to lending to any borrower. 

 

Issue Area 

● The obligation on the lead lender to come up with a time-bound resolution plan can have unintended 

consequences. 

○ Banks may be compelled to engage in a quick-fire sale of stressed assets due to arbitrary 

deadlines on the resolution process. 

○ This will work against the interests of lenders looking to get the best price for their stressed 

assets. 

● It would be in the interest of the majority of creditors to take the time to extract the most out of their assets. 

● The biggest obstacle to bad loan resolution is the absence of buyers who can purchase stressed assets from 

banks 

● Bank‘s unwillingness to sell their loans at a deep discount to their face value 

 

Way Forward 

1. The biggest obstacle to bad loan resolution is the absence of buyers who can purchase stressed assets from 

banks, and the unwillingness of banks to sell their loans at a deep discount to their face value 

2. Unless the government can solve this problem, the bad loan problem is likely to remain unresolved for some 

time to come 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

World‟s fastest man-made spinning object developed 

GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology 

Fastest rotor 

1. Scientists have developed the fastest man-made rotor in the world, which they believe will help them study 

quantum mechanics 

2. At more than 60 billion revolutions per minute, this machine is more than 100,000 times faster than a high-

speed dental drill 

 

Working of the rotor 

1. The team synthesised a tiny dumbbell from silica and levitated it in a high vacuum using a laser 

2. The laser can work in a straight line or in a circle – when it is linear, the dumbbell vibrates, and when it is 

circular, the dumbbell spins 

3. A spinning dumbbell functions as a rotor, and a vibrating dumbbell functions like an instrument for measuring 

tiny forces and torques, known as a torsion balance 

 

Applications of the rotor 

1. These devices were used to discover things like the gravitational constant and density of Earth 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 168 
 

2. As they become more advanced, they will be able to study things like quantum mechanics and the properties 

of the vacuum 

3. By observing this tiny dumbbell spin faster than anything before it, scientists may also be able to learn things 

about vacuum friction and gravity 

4. There are a lot of virtual particles which may stay for a short time and then disappear and these can be studied 

better by sensitive torsion balance 

 

Quantum Mechanics 

1. Quantum mechanics is a fundamental theory in physics which describes nature at the smallest scales of energy 

levels of atoms and subatomic particles 
                                                                                                                                                SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Magsaysay Award for „3 idiots‟ muse 

GS PAPER - 03 - SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Achievements of Indians in science & technology 
 

Two Indians are among six winners 

Wangchuk and Mr. Vatwani are among six winners of the award, which ―celebrates greatness of spirit and 

transformative leadership in Asia.‖ 

● Sonam Wangchuk, a 51-year-old educational reformer from Ladakh, widely regarded as the inspiration for 

Aamir Khan‘s character, in the film ‗3 Idiots,‘ is one of two Indians named for the 2018 Ramon Magsaysay 

Awards. 

○ Wangchuk was a 19-year-old engineering student at the NIT, Srinagar, when he took up tutoring. He 

helped students pass the national college matriculation exams. 

○ In 1988, Mr. Wangchuk founded the Students‘ Education and Cultural Movement of Ladakh to coach 

Ladakhi students 

● Bharat Vatwani, a psychiatrist who works for mentally ill street people in Mumbai. 

○ Vatwani was recognised for ―his tremendous courage and healing compassion.‖ 

 

The others :-  

Youk Chhang from Cambodia, Maria de Lourdes Martins Cruz from East Timor, Howard Dee from the Philippines 

and Vo Thi Hoang Yen from Vietnam. 

Ramon Magsaysay Award 

• The Award was established in 1957 and is widely regarded as Asia‘s equivalent of the Nobel Prize. 

• It was established in 1957 in the memory of Philippines‘ 3rd President Ramon Magsaysay who had died in air disaster 

in March 1957.  

• The awardees receive a certificate, a medallion bearing the likeness of the late President Ramon Magsaysay, and a 

cash prize. 

• The Award honours those individuals whose lives are characterised by selfless service which impacts the lives of 

many others. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

AI superpower or client nation? [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology & developing new technology 

 

AI set to transform civilization 

1. Google‘s CEO compares AI (artificial intelligence) with fire and electricity in terms of their role in human 

civilisation 
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2. Industrial revolution moved the centres of physical power from human and animal bodies to machines 

3. With the locus of intelligence now also getting disembodied, AI systems are set to transform our economic, 

social and political organisation 

 

Tendency of monopoly 

1. Intelligent systems typically tend to centralise and monopolise control 

2. Sensing that an AI economy will radically concentrate income and wealth, many global digital industry 

leaders have called for assured basic income for all 

3. Globally, just one or two concentrations of AI power may rule the world. Currently, these are in the U.S. and 

China 

India‟s position 

1. India stands nowhere in the AI race 

2. It is fast squandering its great advantages of high IT capabilities and a big domestic market required for data 

harvesting 

3. Any country‘s AI therefore largely exists within it‘s huge, domestically owned commercial digital/data 

systems 

4. In the U.S. it is with Google, Amazon, Facebook, Apple and Microsoft — and in China with Baidu, Alibaba 

and Tencent 

5. India has no such large domestically owned commercial data systems 

6. And any chance that these could develop is being nipped by allowing takeovers like of Flipkart by Walmart 

The dominance of US companies 

1. Soon, Walmart and Amazon will own between them perhaps the most significant set of India‘s consumer-

behavioural and other economic data, over which they will develop various kinds of AI 

2. In time, such AI will allow them to control practically everything, and every actor, along various economic 

value chains linked to consumer goods 

3. All the wonderful AI applications that we read about, which the Niti Aayog‘s new AI strategy is also replete 

with — whether of increased agriculture output, precision medicine or tailored learning — are basically shop-

windows of global digital/AI corporations 

4. It is just like they allured us with all the unbelievable Internet and mobile applications, provided for ‗free‘ 

5. These AI applications may give us spectacular one-off benefits here and there, but by gathering further data 

from each new instance it is the AI engine owned by a Google or Microsoft that becomes ever more intelligent 

about India‘s problems and solutions 

India needs to be a developer and not client 

1. A big nation like India cannot derive satisfaction from rapidly becoming a client country for AI, whether as 

ready users of AI applications in different areas or by offering out-sourced R&D for global digital/AI 

corporations through start-ups existentially eager to be bought out 

Measures required 

1. Technologies should flow freely across the globe, and we must welcome global technology companies to help 

India‘s digital development 

2. Data-based sectoral platforms, like in e-commerce, urban transport, agriculture, health, education, etc., should 

largely be domestic 

3. India has a right to provide such domestic protection through policy, especially if India begins to treat its 

collective social/economic data as a strategic national asset 

4. Such policy protection alone will ensure that we have large-scale data-driven Indian companies able to 

develop the highest AI in every sector, by employing huge Indian data to solve (equally huge) Indian 

problems 

5. Once enough AI proficiency and strength has been developed domestically, it should then be used to go global 

Way Forward 

k. There is no other route to becoming an AI superpower 
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l. With its highest IT as well as entrepreneurial/managerial competence, and a huge domestic market, India is 

among extremely few countries that can make it. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Outward flow [ EDITORAIL / OPINION]  

GS PAPER - 03 - ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy & their 

effects on industrial growth 

Acquisitions by Indian companies 

1. The last few days have seen two big-ticket overseas acquisition announcements by Indian companies 

2. The first is the Aditya Birla Group-promoted Hindalco‘s purchase of American aluminium rolled products 

maker Aleris Corporation and the Shroff family-controlled UPL Ltd‘s buyout of the North Carolina-based 

agrochemicals major, Arysta LifeScience 

3. With Aleris, Hindalco will become a truly value-added aluminium player, as against just a primary metal 

supplier 

4. The Arysta deal could, likewise, make UPL the fifth biggest global crop protection chemical company 

 

What does this mean for industries in India? 

1. The above acquisitions are significant from the concerned companies‘ standpoint 

2. To the extent the strengthened global footprint from these leads to increased sourcing from their Indian 

manufacturing facilities, there would be some domestic spinoffs as well 

3. It is good that Indian corporates are emboldened to make big investments 

 

Need of the hour  

1. From an overall Indian perspective, this basically represents outward foreign direct investment 

2. What the country really needs today is more investment within the country, whether by domestic or foreign 

companies 

 

The situation of Indian Economy 

1. The Indian economy is today at a crossroads 

2. The ghosts of demonetisation and GST have been laid to rest, even as the new indirect tax regime has settled 

down enough to prompt a rationalisation of rates 

3. The ―micros‖, as far as debt-equity or interest coverage ratios of corporates go, have also improved for many 

to consider resuming investments 

4. There are two things that are restraining them now: 

● The first is political uncertainty, which may go up in the run-up to next year‘s national elections 

● The second is the not-so-great ―macros‖ — global crude prices, rupee, interest rates and fiscal deficits 

 

Way Forward 

1. Adherence to fiscal discipline is what India really needs 

2. It can make a huge difference to investor perception, more so in an uncertain global environment 
                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

These beautiful strangers now thrive in India 

GS PAPER - 03 - ENVIRONMENT - Conservation  

● As many as 471 plant species that are alien or exotic — not native to India — are ‗naturalised,‘ for they 

can thrive in the country‘s wildernesses by forming stable populations, says a recent report. 

● This list of naturalised exotic or alien species, ranging from the common guava (Psidium guajava) to 

prolific invasives such as lantana (Lantana camara), has been compiled in a recent study published in 
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Biological Invasions, an international journal dedicated to the patterns and processes by which organisms 

invade ecosystems they are not usually found in. 

● Naturalised species reproduce naturally in the environments they colonise. 

● Invasive species do this so prolifically that they alter the workings of the natural ecosystems they colonise 

or invade. 

● Lantana, for instance, replaces undergrowth and prevents native undershrubs and plants from surviving. 

 

Findings 

a. The team also developed the first lists of naturalised plants for each State; these lists reveal that 110 alien 

plants now naturally occur in more than 31 States in India. 

b. At 332, Tamil Nadu has the highest number of naturalised exotics, followed by Kerala (290), while 

Lakshadweep has the least (17). 

c. The distribution across Indian States of over 20 of these naturalised species (in the list of 471) is 

unknown. 

d. A majority of these naturalised plants are herbs such as the invasive Siam weed Chromolaena odorata, 

native to south and central America. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

India has potential to be the global leader in tiger conservation: expert 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

 

 

● As the world celebrates Global Tiger Day on July 29, there are a number of success stories of tiger 

conservation that India can boast of. 

● A few months ago, the first successful inter-state translocation of a pair of tigers was carried out from tiger 

reserves in Madhya Pradesh to Satkosia in Odisha. 

 

Facts and Figures:-  

● The Ministry of Environment recently said that 45% of the tiger deaths between 2012 and 2017 could be 

attributed to unnatural reasons. 

● Of the 45%, 22% of the deaths were due to poaching, 15% due to seizures of body parts and the remaining 

could be attributed to road and railway accidents. 

● Over the past few years, instances of tigers travelling hundreds of kilometres looking for territory has come to 

the fore. 

● In 2017, 115 tigers died and in 2016, the number of deaths was 122. 
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● The Ministry has admitted that there is a 29% frontline staff vacancy against sanctioned posts in the tiger 

reserves of the country. 

 

In India:- 

● The results of the ongoing All India Tiger Assessment, 2018, are expected by the end of the year. 

● As per the assessment of the Status of Tigers, Co-predators and Prey (2014), the number of tigers in the 

country is estimated at 2,226 as compared to the 2010 estimate of 1,706. 

● India being home to 70% of the tiger population in the world can be a global leader in tiger conservation. 

 

Way forward 

● A lot more needs to be done on the conservation front. 

● The tiger is a collective responsibility of all stakeholders and it cannot be left to the forest staff alone. 

● There is a need for surveillance and maintenance of tiger corridors. 

● There is a need for capacity building of the forest staff. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Arsenic contamination in paddy is rising in Bengal, says study 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation 

 A recent publication by researchers at the School of Environmental Studies (SOES), Jadavpur University, reveals not 

only rise in arsenic contamination of paddy plants from ground water in West Bengal, but also that concentration of 

‗arsenic accumulation‘ depends on the variety of paddy and its stage in the crop cycle. 

 

The study 

● The study titled ‗Arsenic accumulation in paddy plants at different phases of pre-monsoon cultivation‘ 

highlights the processes and dependencies of arsenic trans-location in rice from contaminated irrigation water. 

● Samples for the study were taken from the Deganga block in the State‘s North 24 Parganas district, an area 

that‘s worst affected by ground water arsenic contamination. 

● The study found that arsenic contamination in paddy was higher than in previous studies. 

● The study shows that arsenic uptake in the paddy plant reduces from root to grain, and that its concentration is 

related to the variety of the rice cultivated. 

● The study was carried out on two commonly consumed rice varieties — Minikit and Jaya — and the latter was 

found to be more resistant to arsenic. 

● The uptake of arsenic is faster in young roots in a vegetative state than in older tissues with a higher 

concentration of iron in root soil in the reproductive phase. 

● The authors have also raised concerns over the disposal of the contaminated rice straw which is used as 

animal fodder or burnt or sometimes left in the field itself to serve as fertiliser. 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 Companies pick holes in data protection Bill 

GS PAPER - 03 - INTERNAL SECURITY - Basics of cyber security 

An expert panel headed by Justice B.N. Srikrishna has submitted its report on data protection as well as the draft ‗The 

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018‘ after year-long consultations. 

Concerns 

● While the draft Bill for protection of personal data of Indian citizens has been welcomed as a positive start, it 

is not without loopholes, such as the Bill‘s broad exceptions for government use of data and data localisation 

requirements. 

● It has been emphasised that the Bill in its current form should not be introduced in Parliament and further 

consultations must take place. 
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● The recommendations made every offence cognisable and non-bailable, which would create more hurdles for 

businesses and individuals. 

● Data localisation is bad for business, users and security. 

● This provision is anything but a proxy for enabling surveillance. 

● Mandating localisation of all personal data is likely to become a trade barrier in the key markets. 

● It is not only regressive but against the fundamental tenets of our liberal economy. 

● The requirement that every data fiduciary should store one live, serving copy of personal data in India is 

against the basic philosophy of the Internet and imposes additional costs on data fiduciaries without a 

proportional benefit in advancing the cause of data protection. 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

The lowdown on GST rate cuts 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning 

 The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, at its 28th meeting, reduced the tax rates on more than 50 items, 

including commonly used products like sanitary pads, and white goods like washing machines, refrigerators and 

kitchen appliances. 

 

Key decisions on taxes 

● Sanitary pads have been exempted from the GST — it had a 12% tax rate earlier. White goods have seen 

their tax rates reduced to 18% from the earlier 28%. 

● Also of interest to the common man, the Council decided to tax footwear of value up to Rs 1,000 at 5%, 

where earlier this slab was reserved for footwear up to a value of Rs 500. 

● The Council also decided to provide relief to the hotel industry by saying that the rate of tax on the 

accommodation service would be calculated on the basis of the transaction value and not the declared tariff. 

● The Council took a key decision on the returns filing process. Assessees with an annual income of less than 

Rs 5 crore can now file their returns on a quarterly basis. 

● This affects more than 90% of GST filers, and so has been seen as a welcome move for small businesses. 

● In addition, the Council finalised two simplified forms — Sahaj and Sugam — for the large filers. 

Significance 

● The rate reductions are in keeping with the Council‘s ongoing efforts to rationalise the tax rates and keep as 

few items in the 28% bracket as possible. 

● What the rate cuts have done is to narrow the 28% rate slab to only luxury items and sin goods such as 

tobacco and cigarettes. This is a welcome move, and a big step towards possibly removing the slab 

altogether, thereby further simplifying the GST. 

● The simplification of the return filing procedures is also the next in a series of steps taken by the Council 

such as widening the eligibility criterion of the Composition Scheme, putting on hold the more complicated 

aspects of filing GST returns, and simplifying the forms in a staged manner. 

Sanitary pads 

● The decision to exempt sanitary pads from the GST has been seen as a women-friendly and progressive 

move that will greatly reduce their price. 

● This is an incorrect assessment, given how the GST is structured. Products exempt from the GST are also 

ineligible for input tax credits. So, while the output tax has been slashed, the input tax burden on 

companies making these pads has increased. 

● With the two main manufacturers of pads in India likely wanting to maintain their profit margins at the 

same levels as before the rate cut was announced, the decrease in price for the consumers is likely to only 

be a few rupees. 
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White goods 

● Further, the government deflected questions on the revenue impact of its rate reductions on white goods by 

saying that the increased demand due to the price reduction would mean that the overall tax revenue from 

these products would remain largely unaffected. 

● First, the tax relief will result in only a 7-8% price reduction of these white goods, many of which cost several 

thousand rupees. 

● Second, the demand for these white goods is relatively inelastic in the sense that people will not buy more of 

them simply because they are cheaper. You will buy only as many washing machines as you need. 

 

Way forward 

● The GST Council takes up new rate-related issues at each of its meetings. Looming over the agenda is the 

issue of petroleum products and when they will be included in the GST. 

● Reports say the Council will take this up in a staged manner, first considering natural gas, then aviation 

turbine fuel, and then possibly petrol and diesel. 

● The return filing process is also in for some more gradual changes as the Council finalises the manner in 

which the invoice-matching system can be incorporated into the system. Without invoice matching, the GST 

is still incomplete. 
                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

FASTags aim to quicken pace of journey through toll booths 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY  - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 

FASTags mandatory 

1. It is mandatory for cars and trucks sold after December 1, 2017, to be fitted with a FASTag 

What is a FASTag? 

1. A FASTag is a reloadable tag that automatically deducts toll charges and allows a vehicle to pass through a 

toll gate without stopping for the payment 

2. It uses radio frequency identification (RFID) technology to make cashless payments through a prepaid 

account linked to it 

3. The tag is fixed to the windscreen of a vehicle and an RFID antenna in the canopy of the toll gate scans the 

QR code and the tag identification number, following which the boom barrier lifts to allow a vehicle to pass 

through 

4. Apart from enjoying a cashless transaction, users can also pass through the plaza without having to stop their 

vehicle to make the payment 

Categorisation & usage 

c. The tag, which is valid for five years, comes in seven different colours — violet, orange, yellow, green, pink, 

blue, black 

d. Each colour is assigned to a particular category of vehicles 

e. The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has tied up with 20 banks to allow people to recharge 

their cards as well as for owners of old vehicles to purchase a FASTag 

f. The tags can also be procured from kiosks set up at toll plazas 

g. The NHAI also has a mobile application for FASTag that allows users to buy and recharge these tags as well 

as seek information on toll rates on different routes 
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 175 
 

DigiYatra offering for air passengers soon 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 

DigiYatra initiative 

1. The Ministry of Civil Aviation is close to rolling out DigiYatra service at airports in a few months 

2. Under this initiative, the moment you will enter the airport, your images will be captured and then you will be 

able to go through the full lifecycle of your travel in a seamless manner 

About DigiYatra 

1. DigiYatra is an industry-led initiative coordinated by the Ministry of Civil Aviation in line with Digital India 

programme 

2. It aims to transform the flying experience for passengers and position Indian Aviation amongst the most 

innovative aviation networks in the world 

3. The facility will use digital technology to enhance air passenger experience all the way from ticket booking to 

airport entry check, security check and aircraft boarding 

4. For this, a passenger needs to enrol into DigiYatra program through AirSewa app and a DigiYatra verified 

passenger will get hassle free entry at the airport through E-Gates 

5. At the entry gate, a single token for the passenger will be created 

6. This will also facilitate walk-through security scanners swiftly owing to advanced biometric security solutions 

Optional facility 

h. This facility will be optional for passengers 

i. If somebody does not want to disclose the identity, there will be a separate provision for them 

j. It is not just Aadhaar based but is beyond Aadhaar 

k. The ID verification will be done by the BCAS-approved Government ID 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

India plans to buy missile shield from U.S. 

GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Role of external state & non-state actors in creating challenges to 

internal security 

 
 

Shield for NCR 

1. India is in talks with the U.S. to procure an advanced air defence system to defend the National Capital 

Region (NCR) from aerial attacks 

2. The process for procuring the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System-II (NASAMS-II) has 

been initiated 
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About the project 

l. India is deploying a multi-tiered air defence network to fully secure its airspace from incoming fighter 

aircraft, missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 

m. NASAMS is a ―highly adaptable mid-range solution‖ for any operational air defence requirement and 

provides a tailorable, state-of-the-art defence system 

n. It can maximise the ability to quickly identify, engage and destroy current and evolving enemy aircraft, UAV 

or emerging cruise missile threats 

o. NASAMS-II is an upgraded version of the NASAMS and features new 3D mobile surveillance radars and 12 

missile launchers for quicker reaction 

p. India is also in an advanced stage of talks with Russia for the procurement of very long range S-400 air 

defence systems 

q. India is also developing an indigenous Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) system 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -  developments and their applications and effects in everyday 

life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and developing new 

technology.  

● It is an initiative of Ministry of Earth Sciences 

● It will help in improving India‘s position in ocean research field. 

● The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the space exploration started by ISRO 

○ It is working to deliver offshore desalination plant that will work with tidal energy, and developing a 

submersible vehicle that can go to a depth of at least 6,000 metres with three people on board. 

○ So, the focus will be on technologies for deep-sea mining, underwater vehicles, underwater robotics and 

ocean climate change advisory services 

 

India‟s Exclusive Rights to Explore:- 

● India has been allotted a site of 1,50,000 square kilometres in the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by the 

UN International Sea Bed Authority for exploitation of polymetallic nodules (PMN). 

● These are rocks scattered on the seabed containing iron, manganese, nickel and cobalt. 

  

International Seabed Authority (ISA) 

● ISA is a UN body set up to regulate the exploration and exploitation of marine non-living resources 

of oceans in international waters.  

● It has responsibility for the regulation of seabed mining beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. It 

was established in 1994. 

● India actively contributes to the work of International Seabed Authority. 

  
                                                                                                                                                               SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Gold council to aid exports on the anvil 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy & their effects 

on industrial growth 

 

Govt sets up a dedicated gold council 

1. The Centre has decided to set up a Domestic Council for Gold to aid exports of jewellery 

2. This will also help in creating an ecosystem to harness the true potential for jewellery-making in the country 
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Structure of the council 

1. This council will represent all the jewellers of India who will be the electoral college 

2. They will form different interest groups and elect those who will sit in the council 

3. A Coordination Committee will be set up comprising senior officials of the Ministry and the gem and 

jewellery industry, who will meet monthly to ensure that industry concerns are addressed on priority 

 

Tasks of the council 

The council would work towards 

● industry development 

● job creation 

● the building of regional clusters and 

● strengthening of value chains 

 

Exports not in PSL category 

1. Exports is a priority for India but not marked for priority sector lending for the banking sector 

2. The government has asked RBI to consider bringing exports in PSL category 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Govt. panel to study stressed power sector 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways, etc. 

 The government announced its intention to set up a high-level empowered committee under the Cabinet 

Secretary to resolve the stress in the thermal power sector. 

Details 

○ To resolve the stress and revive assets, the government has decided to set up a high-level empowered 

committee headed by Cabinet Secretary with representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of 

Finance, Ministry of Power, Ministry of Coal, and the lenders having major exposure to the power sector 

○ The committee is to look into the various issues in the thermal power sector with a view to resolve them and 

take steps to maximise the efficiency of investment, including changes in the fuel allocation policy, regulatory 

framework, mechanisms to facilitate sale of power, payment security mechanisms, the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC), asset restructuring company (ARC) regulations 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) says it will not pose threat to India 

GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of 

organized crime with terrorism. 

The Armed group ARSA in Myanmar says it poses no threat to India and expressed ―heartfelt appreciation‖ for Indian 

support to the Rohingya refugees. 

 

Details 

The group‘s struggle is to ensure the rights of the Rohingya refugees and that it is not connected to the Islamic State 

(IS) or Pakistan‘s intelligence agencies. 

Background 

● The statement was issued following reports in an Indian daily that the group had targeted the Assam Rifles 

recently near the India-Myanmar border and that it aims to build training camps in the Myanmar territories 

close to Indian frontiers. 

● ARSA denied the attack and termed the news report as ―blatant manipulation‖. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE:- THE HINDU  
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Leg-up for private sector participation in defence equipment manufacturing 
GS PAPER -03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -  Indigenization of technology & developing new technology 

Implementing Strategic Partnership guidelines 

1. In a major step towards boosting private sector participation in domestic defence manufacturing, the Defence 

Acquisition Council (DAC) approved the implementation of Strategic Partnership guidelines. 

2. SP model aims to revitalise defence industrial ecosystem and progressively build indigenous capabilities in 

the private sector to design, develop and manufacture complex weapon system for future needs of armed 

forces. 

3. The guidelines lay emphasis on incentivisation of transfer of niche technology and higher indigenous content. 

4. All procurements under the SP model would be executed by specially constituted Empowered Project 

Committees to provide focused attention and ensure timely execution. 

 

Four segments of Policy 

1. The SP model has four segments viz. submarines, single-engine fighter aircraft, helicopters and armoured 

carriers/main battle tanks which would be specifically opened up for the private sector. 

2. Under this policy, one Indian private company would be selected in each segment which would tie-up with 

shortlisted global equipment manufacturers to manufacture the platforms in India under technology transfer. 

 

Other developments 

1. The DAC also approved platform-specific guidelines for procurement of Naval Utility helicopters 

2. In another decision, the DAC gave approval for the acquisition of eight Fast Patrol Vessels (FPV) for the 

Coast Guard at an approximate cost of ₹800 crore 

3. These would be indigenously designed and manufactured. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) in Fin Min domain: Govt 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 

Fund for roads & infra 

1. Work related to the Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) has been taken away from the Ministry of 

Road Transport and Highways and brought under the domain of the Finance Ministry 

2. It will now be under the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Finance Ministry 

Changes in the usage pattern of road cess 

1. Budget 2018 amended the Central Road Fund Act, 2000, and renamed the Central Road Fund the Central 

Road and Infrastructure Fund 

2. The objective of the amendment was to use proceeds of the road cess under CRIF to finance other 

infrastructure projects such as waterways, some portion of the railway infrastructure and even social 

infrastructure, including education institutions and medical colleges 

Ministerial Panel to approve projects 

1. The government recently constituted a ministerial panel headed by the Finance Minister to decide on fund 

allocation for infrastructure projects from the CRIF 

2. The four-member committee would approve recommendations made by the sub-committee headed by the 

Economic Affairs Secretary on the list of infrastructure projects to be financed from the CIRF 

3. Other members of the committee include the Ministers of Road Transport and Highways, Railways and 

Human Resource Development 

                                                                                                                                                            SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
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A long-term strategy to reduce crude imports [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ]  

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 

 

Turmoil in oil industry 

1. The oil industry has been witnessing significant turmoil and uncertainty in recent months 

2. The primary benchmark for international oil prices, the Brent crude, reached a level ($80.49 per barrel) in 

May that was not seen since 2014 

3. Histrionics around the US sanctions on Iran have also affected sentiments considerably 

4. In recent weeks, tariffs imposed by the Donald Trump administration and the increasing production from 

Saudi Arabia and Libya have caused the abatement of prices 

Impact on India 

High oil prices is a double whammy for India: 

1. It would widen the country‘s trade deficit 

2. And also impose a fiscal burden on account of fertilizer, kerosene and LPG subsidies 

Possible options to reduce oil prices & their impact 

1. The expectation is that the excise duty on petroleum products might be lowered unless the recent fall in prices 

sustain 

2. The government had collected around ₹2 trillion from such duties in 2017-18, which played a crucial role in 

fiscal management 

3. So, lowering the excise duty would exert pressure on the fiscal balance 

4. Alternatively, oil marketing companies (OMCs) may be asked to absorb losses but that would intrude on their 

capital expenditure plan 

5. That would also send rather negative signals to markets, which have been watching out for any government 

moves on price control and passing over subsidy burdens to oil producing and marketing companies, and, in 

effect, rolling back pricing reforms 

A strategy that can be used 

1. India now needs a carefully devised strategy that is not driven by short-termism but aims to gradually insulate 

the country from global oil price volatility 

2. Such a strategy should be centred on three things: 

● Expediting the migration to electric mobility 

1. Since the transport sector accounts for around 70% of the total diesel sales in the country, it is an appropriate 

sphere for a transition from traditional fuels to electric motors 

2. A favourable incentive mechanism (subsidy up to 60% of the total cost of an electric bus) to help the adoption 

of electric buses gain traction is already in place 

3. What we now need to do is to get the pace of building electric vehicle (EV) supportive infrastructure to catch 

up with the addition of new electric buses to the public transportation system 

4. Within the transport sector, trucks alone account for around 28% of the diesel consumption. Thus, creating 

dedicated electric corridors for trucks on the highways could go a long way in curbing oil imports 

● Expanding the biofuel blending in petrol 

1. Increasing the blending proportion of domestically available biofuels in cooking gas and transportation fuel is 

another way to reduce India‘s reliance on imported crude oil 

2. Ethanol is mainly used for blending in our country and it is mostly derived from sugarcane molasses means its 

production is contingent on weather patterns 

3. Sugarcane, refining of which creates molasses, is a water-intensive crop, so fresh incentives to increase 

ethanol production may not be good economics in a country where water scarcity is a serious problem 

4. Hence, methanol, produced from coal, should be given more weightage when it comes to blending 

5. Besides, biodiesel supply should be augmented by making jatropha farming more productive through genetic 

modification 
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● Stimulating exports 

1. If all these measures together reduce oil imports by 20%, the country could save up to $18 billion a year in 

terms of foreign exchange (assuming oil prices stay around their current level) 

Way Forward 

1. Reducing the country‘s reliance on oil imports would bode well for energy security, and make our financial 

markets less volatile in the event of untoward developments in the oil market 

2. The savings from reduced oil imports could in turn be used to finance infrastructure projects, which are 

crucial for India‘s long-term growth prospects 
                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- THE LIVE MINT  

 

IMPORTANT FACTS 

UNESCO - world heritage sites 
Unesco added eight pre-Islamic Iranian archaeological sites, seven ancient Korean mountain temples and a dozen 

Christian locations in parts of southern Japan to its World Heritage List. 

 

Nigeria Replaces India To Become World's Largest Poor Population: Brookings Report 

With the persistent decline in poverty, India is no longer a nation having the largest number of poor people in 

the world, according to a study published by the US-based think tank, Brookings.  

The study, titled 'The start of a new poverty narrative' and published in the Brookings' blog, is authored by 

Homi Kharas, Kristofer Hamel and Martin Hofer. According to the study, Nigeria has already overtaken India as the 

country with the largest number of extreme poor in early 2018, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo could soon 

take over the number 2 spot. 

                                                                                                                                                Source :- Business-Standards 

 

 

PRIME MINISTER REVIEWS HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF ISLANDS  

Holistic development of Islands 

NITI Aayog made a presentation on the elements of holistic development, including key infrastructure projects, digital 

connectivity, green energy, desalination plants, waste management, promotion of fisheries, and tourism-based 

projects. 

PM asked for exploring the possibility of seaweed cultivation, and other initiatives which could be of help for the 

agriculture sector. 

 

Status of work on Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

Reviewing the work done in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, PM emphasized on the need for developing an integrated 

tourism-centric ecosystem, in the areas identified for tourism development. 

He called for expeditious pursuit of energy self-sufficiency in the islands, which could be based on solar energy. 

Ministry of Home Affairs dispenses the requirement of Restricted Area Permit for foreigners visiting the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands. 

Greater connectivity of these islands with South East Asia was also discussed. 

Status of work on Lakshadweep Islands 

During the review of development work in Lakshadweep, the PM was apprised of the steps taken to boost Tuna 

fishing and the promotion of ―Lakshadweep Tuna‖ as a brand. 

 Back2Basics 

Island Development Agency 

IDA was set up in June 2017 following Prime Minister‘s review meeting for the holistic development of 

islands. 

The meetings of the agency are chaired by the Union Home Minister. 
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Members of IDA include cabinet secretary, the home secretary, secretary (environment, forests and climate change), 

secretary (tourism) and secretary (tribal welfare) 

 

First Meeting 

Its first meeting directions were given to identify and execute infrastructure and connectivity projects together with 

provisioning of water and electricity. 

10 islands namely Smith, Ross, Aves, Long and Little Andaman in Andaman & Nicobar and Minicoy, Bangaram, 

Suheli, Cherium and Tinnakara in Lakshadweep have been identified for holistic development in the first phase. 

 

Second Meeting 

It reviewed concept development plans and detailed master plans for holistic development of 9 islands. 

These 9 islands include four in Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Smith, Ross, Long, Avis) and five in Lakshadweep 

(Minicoy, Bangaram, Thinnakara, Cheriyam, Suheli). 

 

Third Meeting 

It reviewed the progress made towards the preparation of Development Plans for identified Islands (four in A&N 

Islands i.e. Smith, Ross, Long, Avis and five in Lakshadweep i.e. Minicoy, Bangaram, Thinnakara, Cheriyam, Suheli). 

For these Islands, Final Site Suitability Reports have been prepared, Carrying Capacity determined and Environmental 

zoning carried out to ensure sustainable development. 

                                                                                                                                                         Source:- Indian Express 

 

 

ReUnite 

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation launched a mobile application called ReUnite which 

helps to track and trace missing and abandoned children in India. 

 

Developers: NGO Bachpan Bachao Andolan and Capgemini Inc. 

 

Working of the app 

1. The app is multi-user where parents and citizens can upload pictures of children, and provide detailed 

description like name, birth mark, address, report to the police station, search and identify missing kids. 

2. The photographs will not be saved in the mobile phone‘s physical memory. 

3. ―Amazon Rekognition‖, a web facial recognition service, is being used to identify missing kids. 

4. The app is available for both Android and iOS. 

 

About Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) 

 

● BBA is India‘s largest movement for the protection of children and works along with law enforcement 

agencies and policymakers. 

● Kailash Satyarthi, Nobel Laureate is the founder of this NGO. 

● BBA has played a very important role in the formulation of several laws for the protection of child‘s rights. 

● It began from the Nithari case in 2006 which finally culminated with the Supreme Court passing the landmark 

judgment in 2013 ordering that FIR has to be lodged in all cases of missing children. 

                                                                                                                                                         Source:- Indian Express 
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Greenness in indian forest diminishing 

A recent study has found that „greenness‟ is consistently decreasing across more than 46 lakh 

hectares of various types of forest in India, particularly in core protected areas. 

 

What has the study says : 

● India's diverse forests face several threats including forest degradation, as the loss of greenness signifies. 

● Scientists at Hyderabad's National Remote Sensing Centre analysed NASA‘s MODIS satellite images of 

India‘s forests at eight day intervals for 15 years (2001 to 2014) and assessed the persistent decreases in 

greenness. 

● Using an index that determines the amount forest ―vigour,‖ they assessed the seasonal greenness of 14 

different forest types: the negative the trend of greenness over years, the more degraded and vulnerable the 

forest. 

● They found that the highest degradation is in moist deciduous forests (more than 20 lakh hectares), especially 

in the states of Chhatisgarh, Odisha, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 

● Wet evergreen forests – including those in the Western Ghats and Eastern Himalayas – are also affected, with 

the major changes observed in Karnataka and Arunachal Pradesh, followed by Kerala and Meghalaya. 

● More than 15% of India‘s total mangrove forests also showed a decrease in greenness. 

● Nearly 80% of these changes occurred in ‗core‘ forests like protected areas. 

● Using statistical analyses, the team determined the ‗spots‘ or areas where the decrease in seasonal greenness 

were high and spatially contiguous. 

● West Bengal was a major hotspot of mangrove degradation. 

● Arunachal Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka and Meghalaya were hotspots of decreasing greenness of wet evergreen 

forests. 

● Manipur, Tamil Nadu, Mizoram, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh showed degraded montane (high elevation) 

wet forests. 

                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- HINDU 

 

A sweet supplement for anaemic girls 

● Special laddus to be given to girl students in Hyderabad‘s government-run schools. 

○ This will make Hyderabad the first city to implement the mandate of providing additional nutritional 

support under the Centre‘s Beti Bachao Beti Padao scheme. 

○ Special laddu made of ragi, ghee, jaggery, dry fruits and nuts. 

● The decision came after a health checkup of girl students in June this year found that 24% of them Suffered from 

severe anaemia, Haemoglobin count of less than 8 g/dL (grams per decilitre). 

○  Moreover, 72% of the approximately 26,000 girls in government schools were found to have a 

haemoglobin count of less than 10 g/dL, indicating mild anaemia (the ideal range for Indian women is 

1112 g/dL). 

● 1st phase:- Initially, 6,000 students with severe anaemia will be treated. 

● 2nd Phase :- leaving out girls with milder deficiency. 

● Steps taken to increase their haemoglobin count faster 

○ The girls will also be given intramuscular injections 

○ weekly ironfolic acid supplements 

SC rejects plea to shut Kudankulam plant 
● The Supreme Court granted the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) an extension of time till 

April 30,2022, to build an Away From Reactor (AFR) facility to store spent nuclear fuel from the 

Kudankulam power plant. 
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Why in news? 

● Plea was filled by activist demanding to shutdown the plant till the AFR facility is built. 

○ AFR facility was supposed to be built in Five years, but this had not been done. In 2013, the court 

granted five years to NPCIL, till July 2018. 

● Spent fuel is radioactive, and generates heat. Operation of the plant without a ―deep underground repository‖ 

to store the radioactive spent fuel was an open invitation to a catastrophe. 

● Running of the reactor largely depended on the storage facility, and the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 

recommended a cast iron, foolproof storage facility for spent fuel. 

● Court did not agree the demand and granted NPCIL  an extension of time till April 30,2022. 

○  A threejudge Bench, led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, said public interest prompted the court to 

agree to the NPCIL‘s request for an extension of time to build the facility. 

 

About Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant: 

● Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant is situated in Koodankulam in the Tirunelveli district of the southern 

Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 

● It is the single largest nuclear power station in India. 

● The reactors are pressurised water reactor of Russian design. 

● KKNPP is scheduled to have six VVER-1000 reactors with an installed capacity of 6,000 MW of 

electricity. 

 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE:- THE HINDU  

 

 Interpol Red Notice against Nirav Modi 
The Interpol has issued Red Notice against a fleeing Indian diamond merchant and few others on the request of the 

Indian authorities. 

What is a Red Notice ? 

● A Red Notice is a request to locate and provisionally arrest an individual pending extradition. 

● It does not assume the character of an international arrest warrant. 

● The Red Notice not only restricts a fugitive‘s movement in the 192 member countries of the Interpol but also 

empowers enforcement agencies in the respective foreign jurisdictions to detain the person for deportation or 

extradition to the requesting country. 

 

How is a Red Notice issued ? 

● Police in one of the member countries request a Red Notice via their National Central Burueau and provide 

information on the case. 

● The interpol General Secretariat publishes the Notice after a compliance check is completed. 

● Police all around the world are alerted. 

 

Why is this important ? 

● It gives high, international visibility to cases 

● Criminals and suspects are flagged to border officials, making travel difficult Countries can request and share 

critical information linked to an investigation. 

 

About Interpol : 

● Interpol, byname of International Criminal Police Organization, is an intergovernmental organization that 

facilitates cooperation between the criminal police forces of more than 190 countries. 

● Interpol aims to promote the widest-possible mutual assistance between criminal police forces and to establish 

and develop institutions likely to contribute to the prevention and suppression of international crime. 
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● Headquartered in Lyon, France, it is the only police organization that spans the entire globe. 

● Interpol concentrates on three broad categories of international criminal activity: terrorism and crimes 

against people and property, including crimes against children, trafficking in human beings, illegal 

immigration, automobile theft, and art theft; economic, financial, and computer crimes, including banking 

fraud, money laundering, corruption, and counterfeiting; and illegal drugs and criminal organizations, 

including organized crime. 

 

How does Interpol function ? 

● Interpol‘s day-to-day operation is managed by a General Secretariat under the direction of a secretary general, 

who is appointed for a five-year term by the General Assembly. 

● The General Assembly, consisting of one delegate from each member country, is Interpol‘s supreme decision-

making body. 

●  An Executive Committee of 13 members, each representing a different region of the world, is appointed by 

the General Assembly at its annual meeting. 

● The Executive Committee oversees the implementation of decisions made by the General Assembly and 

supervises the work of the secretary general.  

● Each member country has a domestic clearing house,called the National Central Bureau, or NCB, through 

which its individual police forces may communicate with the General Secretariat or with the police forces of 

other member countries. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

 

Oil falls as Trump urges OPEC to reduce prices 
Oil prices fell after the U.S. President Donald Trump demanded the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) to reduce prices for crude and accused it of driving up fuel prices. 

OPEC together with a group of non-OPEC producers led by Russia started to withhold output in 2017 to prop up 

prices. 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

● Permanent, intergovernmental Organization 

● Created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10–14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Venezuela. 

● MEMEBERS :- The five Founding Members were later joined by eight other Members: Qatar (1961); 

Indonesia (1962); Socialist Peoples Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (1962); United Arab Emirates (1967); Algeria 

(1969); Nigeria (1971); Ecuador (1973–1992) and Gabon (1975–1994). 

● HEAD QUATER:- Vienna, Austria, on September 1, 1965.(OPEC had its headquarters in Geneva, 

Switzerland, in the first five years of its existence.) 

● OBJECTIVE:-  

○ To co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to secure fair and 

stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to 

consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the industry. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  
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Nasscom unveils centre for data, AI 

●  The National Association of Software and Services Companies (Nasscom), India‘s premier software lobby, 

opened a Center of Excellence (CoE) for Data Science and Artificial Intelligence. 

● The CoE initiative is a nationwide programme on innovation, focusing on solutions in smart manufacturing, 

automotive, healthcare, agriculture, energy, IoT, banking and financial services, retail, telecom, and host of 

emerging technologies. 

● Nasscom also signed a MoU with NITI Aayog to collaboratively foster applied research, accelerating adoption 

and ethics, privacy and security. 

 

Significance 

1. With the aim to strengthen the country‘s AI ecosystem, the CoE and MoU, both aim to serve as a platform for 

intelligence-sharing and technology collaboration between stakeholders to build collective capabilities for the 

industry and country in the cutting-edge areas artificial intelligence. 

2. Nasscom would support the government‘s National Strategy for AI and will facilitate collaboration between 

NITI Aayog and CoEs. 

3. It will also include NITI Aayog as a knowledge partner. 

Leveraging their skilling platform FutureSkills, Nasscom and NITI Aayog will together accelerate innovation and 

cultivate skilling in India 

 

 

The New Trade Order [ EDITORIAL -OPINION] 

 

Why in news? 

 There is little sign that Donald Trump will be turned from his protectionist path by appeals on the virtues of 

trade. 

Context 

 Since the start of the year, U.S. President Donald Trump has lashed out at allies and adversaries alike on trade. 

 Often, as with India, the U.S. has pushed for enhanced security cooperation at the same time it declared trade 

relations a national security threat. 

Why the Trump administration is launching its trade wars? 

 There are at least three possible explanations worth considering 

1. As with complaints about Chinese practices. 

2. As in the preoccupation with meaningless bilateral trade deficits. 

3. It might just be a straightforward desire to block trade. 

The highlights of the issues 

● The evidence seems to point to the last possibility — simple protectionism. 

● While the U.S. has significant concerns about Chinese economic practices, such as China‘s aggressive 

approach to acquiring intellectual property from American businesses, the administration has been unable to 

focus its demands on these practices. 

● China offered a deal to address its steel overcapacity, Mr. Trump reportedly rejected the deal in favour of 

pursuing tariffs. 

● Nor has the White House been able to prioritise among its global trade concerns. 

● The discord with trading partners such as the European Union and Canada has undercut the possibility of 

presenting a united front on China complaints. 

● The Trump administration extended steel and aluminium tariffs to Canada, among other countries. 

● Ostensibly, the rationale was a threat to U.S. national security. 

● Yet, at the G7 meetings, Mr. Trump seemed to explain the aggressive U.S. stance by citing Canada‘s 

protective dairy regime. 
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● There is ample evidence that Mr. Trump places a high priority on bilateral trade deficits, which he seems 

to equate with profit and loss statements. 

● Hoping to assuage the President‘s concerns, Chinese Vice-Premier Liu. He came to Washington to offer 

increased Chinese purchases of U.S. goods as a means of resolving the looming tariff threat. The Trump 

administration initially struck a deal, then reversed it roughly a week later. 

● Countries with which the U.S. runs a trade surplus have also not been immune from trade attacks; Canada 

is a prime example. 

● This then leaves the simpler explanation that Mr. Trump is fond of tariffs and believes that American 

industry will do better behind a wall of protection. 

 

International protections against capricious protectionism 

● The U.S. prides itself, however, on its political system of checks and balances. Even with a protectionist 

President, how can one individual recraft a country‘s long-standing trade position so dramatically? 

● The puzzle deepens when one looks at the U.S. Constitution, which assigns the power to apply tariffs to 

Congress. 

● Domestically, Congress has tried to shift responsibility for trade on to the Executive Branch ever since it 

engaged in an ill-fated bout of protectionism in 1930. 

● The underlying presumption was that individual members of Congress were more likely to succumb to 

protectionist pressures from their narrower constituencies, while the President was more likely to consider 

the broader national interest. 

● Most domestic legislative safeguards, therefore, protected against a president being more liberal than 

Congress might desire; there are relatively few protections against a President who is more protectionist. 

Over the years, the legal authorisations for a President to apply protection accumulated, largely unused. 

● Thus, the steel and aluminium tariffs were justified under an obscure provision of the Trade Expansion 

Act of 1962, a law granting national security powers from the midst of the Cold War. 

● Turning to the global trading system, the burgeoning trade war demonstrates its limitations. 

● The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and World Trade Organization were never designed to 

block a major world power from running amok. 

● They relied, instead, on the principal players in global trade respecting the system. Trade disputes were 

anticipated, of course, but they were intended to be sincere cases of disagreement about rules and 

acceptable practices. 

● The WTO Dispute Settlement Mechanism cannot act quickly enough to address the mounting spats about 

trade protectionism emanating from the U.S., a major reason why countries around the world have not 

waited for verdicts from their WTO complaints and have instead proceeded with retaliation. 

 

What comes next for the global trading system? 

● In the near term, we are likely to see escalation. S. tariffs on $34 billion of imports from China took 

effect. China has promised equivalent retaliation. Mr. Trump has promised to retaliate against that 

retaliation. 

● The Trump administration also announced its intention to use its national security justification for tariffs 

on the auto sector. 

● While such a move would be qualitatively similar to the action against steel and aluminium trade, it 

would be quantitatively much more significant, given the magnitude of the autos trade. 

● Europe has threatened retaliatory tariffs worth $300 billion should the auto tariffs proceed. 

 

Way Forward:- 

● There is little sign that Mr. Trump will be turned from his protectionist path by earnest explanations of the 

virtues of trade, though there have been valiant attempts both from the private sector and from members 

of Congress. 
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● If there is to be a change in the U.S. position, it is likely to come from an active reassertion of 

congressional authority over trade policy. 

● It is only in the last month or two that the effects of both protection and retaliation have begun to be felt. 

While some businesses have been helped, many more have been hurt. For example, while there are 

roughly 140,000 Americans who work in steel production, there are about 2 million who work in 

industries that use steel as a major input. 

● Those latter industries are beginning to cry for help, along with farmers who are seeing sales lost to 

retaliatory barriers. Stories such as the relocation of production of Harley-Davidson motorcycles have 

called into question the President‘s claim that protection would revive American manufacturing. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Farm policies off target: study 
  

● Despite the general perception that Indian farmers are beneficiaries of major subsidies, a new report says 

the overall effect of policy interventions between 2014 and 2016 is, in fact, a 6% annual reduction of 

gross farm revenues. 

● Consumers, on the other hand, pay an average 25% less for commodities as a result of policy 

interventions. 

The report 

● According to researchers at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) — an 

intergovernmental body of 36 developed countries — and the Indian think tank ICRIER, who analysed 

policies that affected the agricultural sector over the two-year period, government interventions were 

more consumer-centric than producer-centric. 

● The report ―Agriculture Policies in India‖ points out that Indian farmers face regulations and restrictions 

— both in the domestic market and also when they attempt to export their produce — which often lead to 

producer prices that are lower than comparable international levels. 

● The researchers argue that despite large subsidies for fertilizers, power and irrigation, which offset 

somewhat the price-depressing effect of market interventions, the overall effect of policy intervention 

over the 2014-16 period is a 6% annual reduction of gross farm revenues. 

● While consumers have benefited from the government‘s efforts to keep prices low, a poorly targeted, 

inefficient and wasteful public distribution system means that malnutrition and food insecurity continue to 

persist. 

Recommendations 

● The report has several suggestions for policymakers, including reform of market regulations, 

strengthening initiatives such as e-NAM and allowing private players to play a larger role in the sector. 

● It also recommends a strengthening of the regulatory environment governing land issues, strengthening 

access to credit, especially long-term loans, and developing collective-action groundwater and watershed 

management and correcting measures — including electricity pricing — which incentivise the overuse of 

water. 

● With regard to the PDS, the report suggests gradual reduction and a move towards cash transfers and 

allowing the private sector to manage remaining stock operations. 

● To make trade work for Indian agriculture, import tariffs must be reduced and export restrictions relaxed 

to create a more stable and predictable market environment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The low-down on India-Iran oil trade 
 Iran has always been one of India‘s main suppliers of oil, second only to Iraq and Saudi Arabia, with exports that 

totalled more than 27 million tonnes last year. 
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Background 

● In 2012, when the Obama administration wanted to maximise pressure on Iran in order to secure the nuclear 

deal or the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, it had sent a similar tough message to New Delhi, albeit more 

discreetly than the Trump administration has. 

● India agreed to cut oil imports by 15% subsequently but asserted its autonomy. 

● Three months later, the then Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, even visited Tehran to attend the Non-

Alignment Summit, despite U.S. objections. 

● Eventually, New Delhi operationalised a ‗rupee-rial‘ mechanism, under which half of what it owed Tehran for 

oil imports would be held in a UCO Bank account and made available to Iranian companies to use for any 

imports from India, an arrangement the Narendra Modi government is seeking to re-energise. 

● India is Iran‘s biggest buyer after China, and as a result, a target for the U.S. which has declared a campaign to 

isolate Iran after the Trump administration withdrew from the multilateral nuclear deal. 

● For India, which has been told along with other buyers to take oil imports to zero by the cut-off date of 

November 4, its decisions on procuring Iran oil this point onwards is not so much about securing energy as it 

is about securing India‘s standing in the world. 

Challenges 

● If it rejects U.S. pressure, it risks sanctions as well as incurring the displeasure of its all-powerful friend and 

defence partner. 

● If it yields, it risks its relationship with traditional partner Iran, access to important trade routes through 

Chabahar and the International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC), as well as its international 

reputation. 

● Ties with the U.S. are under strain over several issues, including U.S. trade tariffs and India‘s defence 

procurement from Russia, and a major divergence on Iran will exacerbate the problem with India‘s biggest 

trading partner and fastest growing defence partnership. 

● Moreover, in an increasingly globalised world, where Indian companies compete, any U.S. sanctions will 

make it hard for refiners, insurers and transport companies to facilitate oil trade, even if India wishes to 

continue it. 

● On the other hand, India‘s investment in the Iranian relationship has increased, making a turnaround much 

more difficult. 

● Just five months ago, New Delhi rolled out the red carpet for Iran‘s President Hassan Rouhani and committed 

itself to increasing its oil off-take by 25% this year, as part of easing negotiations for the Farzad-B gas fields 

India is keen to buy a stake in. 

● India has also committed itself to investing $500 million to build berths at Chabahar‘s Shahid Beheshti Port, 

and $2 billion to build a rail line through the Zahedan province to Afghanistan, in an effort to circumvent 

trade restrictions by Pakistan. 

● Iran‘s other oil importers, China and Turkey, have said they will not accept the U.S.‘s diktat. 

● While India‘s oil supplies are diversified, its options in this game of diplomatic brinkmanship are narrowing. 

                                                                                                                                                            

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Getting the generic drug plan right 

 Generic Drugs 

● The brand producing a new molecule gets a patent to be able to have selling rights. 

● Once a drug loses its patent protection, it can then be produced by several other drug manufacturers and is 

called a ‗generic‘. 

● A generic drug is defined as a drug product that is comparable to a brand/reference-listed drug product in 

dosage, strength, route of administration, quality and performance characteristics and intended use. 

● Branded generics are those that are given a unique name by their marketers to enable doctors and patients 

to identify a product they can trust from the ocean of numerous alternatives. 
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   Concerns 

● Though efforts have been made to draw the government‘s attention to the substandard quality of some 

generic drugs floating across the country there is still no clarity on the definitions of all three categories. 

● The confusion is not just limited to laypersons but is prevalent among doctors too. 

● The government‘s decision to ask doctors to prescribe a generic name has made things complicated. 

● Current regulations allow doctors to prescribe branded as well as generic drugs but generic drugs can also 

be produced by brands (branded generic). 

● Even the chemists do not have a way to know about the differences in quality as patients do not come 

back and inform them about their recovery. 

 

 

Way forward 

● There is a need to have in place stringent criteria for government agencies to ensure that there is no 

difference in the dose, efficacy, potency and side-effects between generics and the branded ones. 

● The government should ensure that all pharmacies have qualified pharmacists and that basic quality is 

maintained for all generics produced in India. 

● In short, there should be a sort of star-rating for quality certification, helping people to understand the 

quality of the generic. 

● The government‘s intention to promote generics will reach its goal only if these three important factors 

(clarity in definition, safe quality and standardised quality certifications along with qualification of 

pharmacists) are considered. 
                                                                                                                                                              Source :- The Hindu 

 

Effects of vitamin D deficiency on pregnant women 

● One in three pregnant women in Norway has a vitamin D deficiency at the end of her pregnancy, a study 

has shown. 

● In Norway‘s dark winter months, the percentage of pregnant women with a vitamin D deficiency rose to 

50%. 

Effects of deficiency 

● Low vitamin D levels can have serious repercussions for the bone health of both mother and child. 

● Vitamin D is necessary for calcium to be taken up by the intestine. 

● Low levels of the vitamin have also been linked to an increased risk of premature birth as well as asthma 

in the child. 

● The risk of high blood pressure, preeclampsia and gestational diabetes may also increase. 

Project Dhoop 

● The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) launched a nationwide campaign to spread 

awareness about availing Vitamin D through natural sunlight and consuming fortified food among school-

going children. 

● The project was implemented in collaboration with the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), North 

MCD and several private schools through a Joint Noon Assembly. 

● Project Dhoop urges schools to shift their morning assembly to noon time, mainly between 11am and 1pm 

to ensure maximum absorption of Vitamin D in students through natural sunlight. 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an autonomous body established under 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India.
[4]

 The FSSAI has been established under 

the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which is a consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation 

in India.
[4]

 FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and 

supervision of food safety.
[4]

 

The FSSAI is headed by a non-executive Chairperson, appointed by the Central Government, either holding 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_Safety_and_Standards_Authority_of_India#cite_note-fssaiintro-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_Safety_and_Standards_Authority_of_India#cite_note-fssaiintro-4
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or has held the position of not below the rank of Secretary to the Government of India.
[5]

 Ashish Bahuguna is 

the current Chairperson for FSSAI and Pawan Kumar Agarwal is the current Chief Executive Officer for 

FSSAI.
[4]

 

The FSSAI has its headquarters at New Delhi. The authority also has 6 regional offices located 

in Delhi, Guwahati, Mumbai, Kolkata, Cochin, and Chennai.  14 referral laboratories notified by FSSAI, 72 

State/UT laboratories located throughout India and 112 laboratories are NABL accredited private laboratories 

notified by FSSAI. 

 
                                                                                                                                                Source :- The Indian Express 

 

Quarrying doom foreseen in Kaziranga 
 A report by the divisional forest officer has underlined the imminent threat that Kaziranga National Park, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site and prime one-horned rhino habitat, faces from unscientific stone quarrying in its vicinity. 

 

Background 

● The 884 sq. km. Kaziranga is also a tiger reserve with one of the highest population densities of the striped 

cat. 

● The National Tiger Conservation Authority had asked the Assam government to immediately stop all mining, 

quarrying and stone crushing activities in the Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong landscape. 

● The southern edge of Kaziranga adjoins the hilly Karbi Anglong — the park‘s animals flee there during high 

floods. 

● There are numerous waterbodies and streams flowing down the Karbi Anglong hills and joining larger 

streams, including the Diffolu river, to flow into the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve area. 

 Issues 

● The stone quarrying process is affecting the water quality and thereby affecting the wildlife habitat in and 

around Kaziranga, and the environment as a whole. 

● The stone quarrying process will also affect soil quality and will have an impact on the vegetation and 

agricultural fields downstream and around the area. 

● The report further said the unscientific quarries were blocking natural springs originating from the hills and 

physically changing the course of water flow. 

● There is also a higher degree of siltation and increase in turbidity of water due to the carrying of unfertile soil 

from the quarrying sites by the rains during monsoon season. 

● The quarrying process is also causing noise pollution in and around the southern boundary of the Bagori, 

Kohora and Burapahar ranges of the Kaziranga National Park. 

● Noise pollution is adversely affecting animal behaviour and their movement in these areas. 

                                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu  

 

Telecom firms oppose TRAI‟s public Wi-Fi model 
 

Why in news 

● Telecom operators have opposed public Wi-Fi model recommended by the sector regulator TRAI, saying it 

will adversely impact debt-ridden industry and compromise national security. 

● Based on existing rules for cyber cafes, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) had recommended 

that a new set of players to be called Pubic Data Office Aggregator (PDOA) should be allowed to resell 

Internet services through yesteryear PCO type of set-up that will be called Public Data Offices. 

Concerns raised with new proposal :-  

● The proposal to sell internet services without a licence, will be a complete bypass of present licensing 

framework, detrimental to massive investments already made in spectrum, telecom infrastructure. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_Safety_and_Standards_Authority_of_India#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_Safety_and_Standards_Authority_of_India#cite_note-fssaiintro-4
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/telecom-firms-oppose-trais-public-wi-fi-model/article24368004.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/telecom-firms-oppose-trais-public-wi-fi-model/article24368004.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/telecom-firms-oppose-trais-public-wi-fi-model/article24368004.ece
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● However, a report said proliferation of public Wi-Fi can provide $3 billion potential revenue opportunity for 

telecom operators between 2017-2019, as it will help adding new customers and increasing data consumption 

by existing users. 

○ The study by Analysys Mason, commissioned by Google, found a significant fraction of users saying 

they would be interested in purchasing a new mobile broadband SIM card to continue accessing high-

speed Internet, after having experienced high-speed Internet through high-speed wi-fi services from 

Google-Railtel 
                                                                                                                                                                Source :- The Hindu  

 

The U.S.-China trade war [Editorial/Opinion] 
After exchanging several threats over the last few months, both the United States and China implemented a tariff of 

25% on imports worth $34 billion. 

This marks the official beginning of what China dubs as ―the biggest trade war in economic history‖ 

Impact of the U.S-China Trade Wars:-  

● While this trade war is far from the biggest the world has seen, it has the potential to cause some significant 

damage to the world economy. 

● S. President Donald Trump, who began the year by imposing tariffs on imported solar panels and washing 

machines, has vowed to possibly tax all Chinese imports into the U.S., which last year added up to a little over 

$500 billion. 

● Trump‘s tariffs against China will likely resonate with voters who believe in his ―America First‖ campaign 

and perceive the trade deficit with China as a loss to the U.S. economy. 

● China, not surprisingly, has responded by targeting American exports like soybean and automobiles, a move 

that could cause job losses in American states that accommodate Mr. Trump‘s voter base. 

● Other major U.S. trading partners such as the European Union, Mexico, and Canada have also slapped 

retaliatory tariffs on various U.S. goods. 

● In a globalised world, no country can hope to impose tariffs without affecting its own economic interests. 

● Apart from disadvantaging its consumers, who will have to pay higher prices for certain goods, tariffs will 

also disrupt the supply chain of producers who rely on foreign imports. 

● So both the U.S. and China, which have blamed each other for the ongoing trade war, are doing no good to 

their own economic fortunes by engaging in this tit-for-tat tariff battle. 

● The minutes of the U.S. Federal Reserve June policy meeting show that economic uncertainty due to the trade 

war is already affecting private investment in the U.S., with many investors deciding to scale back or delay 

their investment plans. 

● China, which is fighting an economic slowdown, will be equally affected. 

● The ongoing trade war also threatens the rules-based global trade order which has managed to amicably 

handle trade disputes between countries for decades. 

● It could also isolate the U.S., which has refused to settle differences through serious negotiations, as other 

global economies strike trade deals on their own. 

● On March 11 Asia-Pacific countries went ahead to sign a trans-Pacific trade deal while leaving out the U.S., 

which had pulled out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership in early 2017. 

 

How worse can Trade Wars get 

 If global trade tensions continue to simmer, however, it may not be too long before countries resort to other 

destructive measures such as devaluing their currencies to support domestic exporters. The world economy, 

which is on a slow path to recovery, can do without such unnecessary shocks. 

                                                                                                                                                                Source :- The Hindu  
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In need of a practical plan: on judicial appointments [ EDITORIAL/OPINION] 

Why in news? 

 The stage-wise and uniform timeline for lower judicial appointments is problematic 

● Recruitment to the lower judiciary has been under public scrutiny due to its failure to fill almost a quarter 

(23%) of vacancies that persist. 

● The recruitment process of district judges is now the subject matter of a public interest litigation filed in the 

Supreme Court. The matter has now come to a standstill given opposition by States to a centralised selection 

mechanism for judges. 

Highlights of the issues 

● This is not the first time that the Supreme Court has tried to streamline the examination process for the lower 

judiciary. 

● In Malik Mazhar v. U.P. Public Service Commission (2008), it highlighted the importance of a prescribed 

time-schedule for judicial service examinations and laid down stage-wise time lines for lower judicial 

appointments — for civil judges (junior division) and district judges (direct recruitment) in 321 days and 183 

days, respectively. An examination cycle is calculated from the date of notification to the last date for joining. 

However, such a benchmark has three problems. 

1. The rationale behind arriving at this timeline is unclear. 

2. It is an inaccurate benchmark to measure performance as it does not consider different sanctioned 

strengths and State resources in conducting such exams. 

3. Strict adherence to such timelines affects aspirants. 

Conclusion 

● The prescribed timeline does not register potential problems for candidates. If the timeline is strictly 

implemented, aspiring candidates will find it impossible to appear for examinations in multiple States, 

potentially harming the career opportunities of candidates who are otherwise eligible for judicial service in 

multiple States. 

● While the idea of a definite timeline is undisputedly a good one, it should be flexible to suit the administrative 

and resource capacities of different States. 

● This curbs their flexibility. Further, and more importantly, the court needs to adopt a more data-driven, 

methodological basis for such a timeline. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

SEBI to float paper on fundraising via bonds 

  

● The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) will soon come out with a consultation paper on 

making it mandatory for large corporates to meet one-fourth of their financing needs through the bond 

market as envisioned by the FY19 Union Budget. 

● Given the relatively nascent stage of development of bond market, such framework has to have a soft 

touch approach. 

● It will be finalised in consultation with stakeholders. 

● A lot is needed to be done for increasing liquidity in the secondary market and the SEBI would move 

towards that direction in consultation with the RBI and the government. 

● While private placement of corporate bonds have shown significant uptake, especially since FY16-17 

onwards, there are genuine concerns about liquidity in the secondary market. 

● Secondary market products such as interest rate futures, credit default, swaps, repo and others had to be 

made more attractive to the participants for development of secondary market in corporate bonds. 

● Efforts made in development of private placement of bonds have to be necessarily complemented with 

increase in liquidity in secondary market. 

                                                                                                                                 SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 193 
 

India cuts Iranian oil imports in June ahead of U.S. sanctions 
 

● Indian refiners cut imports of Iranian oil as they started weaning their plants off crude from the country to 

avoid sanctions by the United States that are set to take effect in November. 

● India‘s monthly oil imports from Iran declined to 5,92,800 barrels per day (bpd) in June, down 16% from 

May. 

● The United States in May said it would reimpose the sanctions after withdrawing from a 2015 agreement 

with Iran, Russia, China, France, Germany, and Britain, where Tehran agreed to curb its nuclear activities 

in return for the lifting of earlier sanctions. 

● The Government of India, Iran‘s top oil client after China, asked refiners to prepare for drastic reductions 

or even zero Iranian oil imports. 

● US said that it would push countries to reduce their Iranian oil imports to zero. 

● The Indian refiners will want to comply with the limits to maintain their access to the U.S. financial 

system. 

 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU  

 

Relief for guests from Bangladesh 
  

● India will sign a pact with Bangladesh to ease visa restrictions for citizens from the neighbouring country. 

● The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on revised travel arrangements will be signed during Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh‘s three-day visit to Dhaka. 

● Bangladesh has demanded that travel restrictions for senior citizens be eased and further concessions be 

given to Muktijoddhas — those who participated in the 1971 Liberation War. 

Background 

● In 2014, India decided to relax visa restrictions for Bangladeshis above the age of 65 and below the age of 

13. They were allowed five-year multiple entry visas. 

● Last year, India announced five-year multiple entry visa to the 1971 war veterans from Bangladesh. 

● They could walk into the Indian High Commission in Dhaka and eight other consulates in Barisal, 

Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna, Rangpur, Sylhet Mymensingh and Jessore without prior appointment and 

submit their visa applications. 

● Citizens from over 150 countries can travel to India on e-tourist visas procured online. This facility is not 

extended to Bangladesh. 

                                                                                                                                                  SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation Launches the Swachh Survekshan 

Grameen 2018 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018 

1. An independent survey agency will conduct the survey in all districts and the results will be announced in the 

form of a ranking of all districts and states on the basis of quantitative and qualitative sanitation (Swachhata) 

parameters. 

2. The top-performing states and districts are expected to be awarded on 2ndOctober 2018. 

 

 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 194 
 

The progress of Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) 

● Over 7.7 crore toilets have been built in rural India under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) since its 

launch in October 2014, with a usage of 93% as per an independent third-party survey conducted in 2017-18 

across all States/UTs. 

● Nearly 4 lakh villages, over 400 districts and 19 States and Union Territories have declared themselves free 

from open defecation. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- PIB 

 

 Shwet Ashwa Drass Expedition 

Tribute to Kargil War Heroes 

1. Shwet Ashwa, the elite motorcycle display team of the Corps of Military Police, commenced a 

motorcycle expedition from Bengaluru to Drass on 2nd July 2018 as a tribute to the soldiers who laid 

down their lives during the Kargil war. 

2. After a gruelling ride through the Western Ghats and encountering heavy rains at Mumbai and Jaipur, the 

expedition reached New Delhi from where it will be flagged off for Drass. 

3. The expedition is being undertaken by five highly experienced riders of the Army‘s Shwet Ashwa Motor 

Cycle Display team and will travel a distance of more than 3250 km across eight states before they reach 

Drass. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Leprosy must not continue to be a ground for divorce  
 

● Leprosy must not continue to be a ground for divorce noted the National Centre for Promotion of 

Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) stating that this disease is now fully curable, and that the 

archaic laws relating to leprosy must be relooked at. 

● Leprosy is one of the world‘s oldest diseases with India accounting for over 60% of the annual new cases of 

leprosy and a home to around 800 self-settled leprosy colonies. 

● World Health Organisations (WHO) data reveals that in 2016, a total of 2,14,783 cases of leprosy were 

reported worldwide. 

● There were 18,000 child cases and 12,437 cases who were already suffering from serious disabilities at the 

time of diagnosis. 

● India had 1,35,485 cases. 

 

Concerns 

 

● While recognised as a disability under the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights 

and Full Participation) Act of 1995, and being completely curable, persons affected by leprosy continue to face 

discrimination not only from the larger society but also the disability sector itself. 

● The release noted that there are currently 119 provisions across various Acts passed by the Central and State 

governments that continue to discriminate against people affected by leprosy (PAL). 

● These are also directly in contrast with the provisions of the Rights of Person with Disabilities Act 2016, that 

mandates non-discrimination and equality for all irrespective of disability. 

● These 119 provisions not only violate the RPWD Act but also Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of 

India. 

● Article 14 protects the right to equality of all persons, Article 19 protects the freedom of citizens to move freely 

throughout the territory of India and practise any profession, occupation, trade or carry on any business, while 

Article 21 protects the right to life and dignity of all persons. 
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● Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy has filed a civil writ petition asking the Supreme Court of India to declare these 

provisions as unconstitutional because they discriminate against persons affected by leprosy. 

 

RPWD Act, 2016 

 

● It replaced the 1995 Act. 

● It brought the Indian law in line with the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory. 

● Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept. 

● The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central Government will have 

the power to add more types of disabilities. 

● Speech and Language Disability and Specific Learning Disability have been added for the first time. 

● Acid Attack Victims have been included. 

● Dwarfism, muscular dystrophy has been indicated as separate class of specified disability. 

● The New categories of disabilities also included three blood disorders, Thalassemia, Haemophilia and 

Sickle Cell disease. 

● In addition, the Government has been authorized to notify any other category of specified disability. 

● Responsibility has been cast upon the appropriate governments to take effective measures to ensure that 

the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. 

● Additional benefits such as reservation in higher education, government jobs, reservation in allocation of 

land, poverty alleviation schemes etc. have been provided for persons with benchmark disabilities and 

those with high support needs. 

● Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years shall have the right to free 

education. 

● Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized institutions will have to 

provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities. 

● It provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also violation of the 

provisions of the new law. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Iran sanctions: A need to look beyond the US 
The presence of the Indian diaspora in Gulf countries and Chinese efforts to facilitate the rise of petro-yuan should 

shape India‘s response to sanctions on Iran. 

 

Issues involved 

● The US ambassador to the UN, during her visit to New Delhi, called on India to ―rethink its relationship 

with Iran‖. 

○ US President Donald Trump‘s declaration, that the US would no longer be part of the Iran 

nuclear deal. 

○ In addition to economic sanctions, Trump has warned that anyone doing business with Iran risks 

severe consequences. 

○ This implies that any entity, including Indian, doing business with Iran can also be subjected to 

economic sanctions in the near future. 

● However, it is not just the US—other Gulf countries are also keen that India should scale down its 

economic engagement with Iran. 

 

What needs to be done 

 India now has to carefully balance its interests in Shia-dominant Iran with its interests in Sunni-dominant Gulf 

countries such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 
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 From an Indian perspective, Iran, in addition to its energy resources, is critical for operationalizing 

connectivity projects with Afghanistan. 

  

India needs to count in two critical variables in crafting its response to the evolving security dynamics in the 

Gulf: 

● The larger presence of the diaspora and the considerable remittances from countries such as Saudi Arabia 

and the UAE. 

● Chinese efforts to facilitate the rise of petro-yuan/RMB to internationalize its currency. so framing the 

debate on the Iran issue in terms of ―standing up or yielding to the US‖ is not a prudent way forward. 

 

Total remittances and investment plans to India from Saudi and UAE 

● Saudi Arabia and the UAE host about six million overseas Indians and account for an estimated 36% of 

total remittances to India. Remittances from Iran to India are negligible. 

● While the US has been piling up diplomatic pressure, its allies, such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE, are 

enticing India with the promise of greater investments. 

● Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) and Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Saudi Aramco) have 

promised to invest $44 billion, amounting to a 50% stake, in Ratnagiri Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd 

(RRPCL). 

● Representatives of Adnoc and Saudi Aramco have hinted at the possibility of greater investments in India. 

 

Current Scenarios 

● India needs to factor in the China angle. There is a concern that owing to the current economic sanctions, 

Iran is moving increasingly towards China. 

● Even in the absence of punitive sanctions, Iran would seek to strengthen its relations with other powers 

because of the hostility that defines its relationship with the US. 

● After the economic sanctions were lifted in 2016, Iran started scaling up its three-pronged strategy by 

○ Improving defence relations with Russia. 

○ Working on infrastructure projects with China. 

○ Adopting the euro in its external economic engagement. 

● As per the 2015 nuclear deal, till 2020, every defence purchase of Iran has to be approved by the UN 

security council. 

 

Iran‟s initiatives 

● Iran has evinced an interest in purchasing approximately $10 billion worth of military hardware from 

Russia after 2020. 

● Iran is collaborating with China on infrastructure development projects such as strengthening the Tehran 

Metro rail project and the operationalization of cargo trains between the two countries. 

● Prior to the nuclear deal, Iran was selling oil in many currencies, including the Chinese renminbi (RMB) 

and the Indian rupee. 

 

After the deal 

● To blunt the sharp edges of a possible US punitive measure in future, Iran insisted that payments for oil 

purchases be made in euros instead of dollars. 

● Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia was extremely unhappy with the nuclear deal. The Saudis opined that an 

unfettered Iran would emerge as a regional hegemony. 

● Therefore, for many in Saudi Arabia, the 2015 Iran nuclear deal amounted to a dilution of security 

guarantees given by the US for selling oil in dollars instead of in other currencies. 
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The evolving geopolitical situations 

● The progress of US shale gas production indicated its possible disengagement in the near future. 

● Saudi Arabia‘s then vice-minister of economy and planning, referring to external borrowings, said that 

they ―will be very willing to consider funding in renminbi and other Chinese products‖. 

● China made an unsuccessful offer to directly purchase a 5% stake in Saudi Aramco. A stake in Saudi 

Aramco would have added significant impetus to Beijing‘s efforts to further internationalize its currency. 

● China had already reached agreements with Russia to make oil payments in RMB. 

● For China, which accounted for 11.5% of the total global merchandise trade in 2017, greater international 

use of RMB is not only convenient, but also a strategic necessity. 

● If big oil-producing countries, such as Saudi Arabia, accept RMB payments for energy sales, then the 

RMB will emerge as a strong international reserve currency. 

● However, renewed sanctions on Iran have repaired the relationship between Saudi Arabia and the US. The 

possibility of a petro-yuan/RMB has been pushed a little further into the future. 

                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

„The row over Ayushman Bharat rates ‟ 

  

● Ayushman Bharat, the world‘s largest health insurance scheme aimed at covering 50 crore Indians, is 

facing teething troubles. 

● In May, the government published the rates that insurance companies would pay hospitals for the 1,350 

procedures covered under the scheme. 

Concerns 

● These rates have become a sticking point for hospitals, which have criticised them as arbitrary and low. 

● Doctors have also criticised the clustering of medical conditions in the rate list. For example, treatment 

for tuberculosis and HIV with complications will be reimbursed at the same rate of 2,000 a day. 

● The fundamental problem is that the reimbursement rates were not calculated in a scientific manner. 

 

The study 

● Ayushman Bharat did rely on a study of over 100 hospitals in 60 cities. But these were mostly hospitals 

with under 50 beds in tier-2 and tier-3 cities. 

● The cost structure of these hospitals is substantially different from tertiary-care hospitals in tier-1 cities 

for multiple reasons. 

● Tertiary-care hospitals have super-specialists, a greater nurse/bed ratio, and hi-tech facilities such as 

catheterization labs, all of which cost more. 

● The government said that the rates will be revised. 

Other concerns 

● In 2016, the Karnataka Knowledge Commission, a body under the State government, did a small study 

comparing the costs of 20 frequent medical procedures with reimbursement rates under the Vajpayee 

Arogyashree, Yeshaswini and CGHS insurance schemes. 

● The study found rates to be lower than costs for almost all procedures under all schemes. 

● For example, if a surgery to repair an atrial septal defect (a hole in the wall between heart chambers) cost 

hospitals 1,59,438, they received between 29% and 34% of this amount under the CGHS. 

● The problem was that this study covered only four private hospitals in Bengaluru and was not 

representative of Indian variations. 

● But it showed that hospitals could be subsidising medical procedures greatly. 

● One reason reimbursement rates are low under the CGHS is that they are decided through a tender 

system, which picks the lower quotes from hospitals. 

● Further, even these rates are not paid on time. 
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● A 2010 paper from the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations calculated that 

the average delay in paying hospitals under the CGHS was four months. 

● Furthermore, the AHPI claims the CGHS still owes hospitals Rs 400 crore in back payments. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Nominated members of Rajya Sabha ‟ 
  

● Under article 80 of the Constitution, the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) is composed of not more than 

250 members, of whom 12 are nominated by the President of India from amongst persons who have 

special knowledge or practical experience in respect of such matters as literature, science, art and social 

service.   

● By adopting the principle of nomination in Rajya Sabha, the Constitution has ensured that the nation must 

also receive services of the most distinguished persons of the country who have earned distinction in their 

field of activity, many of whom may not like to face the rough and tumble of the election. 

● By nominating them to Rajya Sabha, the State not only recognises their merit and confers honour on 

them, but also enables them to enrich the debates by their expertise and knowledge that they have in 

different areas. 

● Article 80(1)(a) of the Constitution, read with Article 80(3), provides that the President can nominate to 

the Rajya Sabha 12 persons having special knowledge or practical experience in the fields of literature, 

science, art and social service. 

● Nominated members enjoy all powers, privileges and immunities available to an elected member of 

Parliament.   

● They take part in the proceedings of the House as any other member.   

● They, however, are not entitled to vote in the election of the President of India.    

● But in the election of the Vice-President of India, they have a right to vote. 

● A nominated member is allowed six months, should he decide to join a political party after he has taken 

his seat in the House in terms of article 99 of the Constitution.   

● A nominated member has also been exempted from filing his assets and liabilities under Section 75A of 

the Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951 which requires the elected member to do so within 90 days of 

his making or subscribing oath/affirmation. 
                                                                                                                                                              SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

Nano-kirigami 

   

● It is a relatively new field of research that combines origami (making 3-D shapes by folding paper 

associated with Japanese culture) and kirigami (which allows cutting as well as folding) and applying 

them to flat materials at the nanoscale — measured in billionths of a metre. 

● Researchers have recently applied this approach to making nanodevices to manipulate light and 

potentially create new light-based communications, detection, or computational devices. 

● Nano-kirigami employs standard microchip manufacturing technology. 

                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Bansagar Canal Project 

 PM Modi  dedicated the Bansagar Canal Project to the Nation. 

 This project will provide a big boost to irrigation in the region, and will be greatly beneficial for the farmers of 

Mirzapur and Allahabad districts of Uttar Pradesh. 
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Bansagar project 

1. Bansagar or Ban Sagar Dam is a multipurpose river Valley Project on Son River situated in the Ganges Basin 

in Madhya Pradesh, India with both irrigation and 435 MW of hydroelectric power generation. 

2. It was commissioned in 2008. 

3. The project was called ―Bansagar‖ after Bana Bhatt, the renowned Sanskrit scholar of the 7th century in the 

court of Harsha (who also wrote Harshacharita). 

4. After 2014, this project was made a part of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana, and all efforts were 

made to complete it. 

5. Bansagar will irrigate an area of 2,490 km² in Madhya Pradesh, 1,500 km²; in Uttar Pradesh and 940 km² in 

Bihar. 

 

About Son River 

1. Son River of central India is the second largest of the Ganges‘s southern tributaries after Yamuna River. 

2. The Son originates near Amarkantak in Madhya Pradesh just east of the headwater of the Narmada River, and 

flows north-northwest through Madhya Pradesh state before turning sharply eastward where it encounters the 

southwest-northeast-Kaimur Range. 
                                                                                                                                                                         SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Institute of Cost Accountants of India 
ICAI recently completed 70 years  

 

Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICAI) 

1. The Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICAI), previously known as the Institute of Cost & Works 

Accountants of India (ICWAI), is a premier statutory professional accountancy body in India. 

2. It was established by Cost and Works Accountants Act 1959 as an autonomous professional Institute. 

3. Its objectives are promoting, regulating and developing the profession of Cost Accountancy. 

4. The headquarters of ICAI is situated in Kolkata, and operates through its four regional councils located at 

Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi and Mumbai, 94 chapters in India and 78 chapters abroad. 

Function of ICAI 

1. It is the only licensing cum regulating body of Cost & Management Accountancy profession in India. 

2. It recommends the Cost Accounting Standards to be followed by companies in India to which statutory 

maintenance of cost records applicable. 

3. ICAI is solely responsible for setting the auditing and assurance standards for statutory Cost Audit to be 

followed in the Audit of Cost statements in India. 

4. It also issues other technical guidelines on several aspects like Internal Audit, Management Accounting etc. to 

be followed by practising Cost Accountants while discharging their services. 

5. It works closely with the industries, various departments of Government of India, State governments in India 

and other Regulating Authorities in India e.g. Reserve Bank of India, Insurance Regulatory and Development 

Authority, Securities and Exchange Board of India etc. on several aspects of performance, cost optimisation 

and reporting. 

Role of ICAI 

1. As global manufacturing evolves and as manufacturing in India gets a boost over the coming decade – with 

the maturing of our Make in India programme – cost accountants will have a bigger and bigger role. 

2. It will be Cost accountants‘ mandate to ensure that products and services are delivered at a competitive price 

but without compromising on quality. 
                                                                                                                                                                   SOURCE :- PIB 
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CIC bilingual Mobile app launched for complaints and appeals 

CIC App 

The Central Information Commission (CIC) has launched a newly updated version of a mobile app in Hindi also, – 

―CIC App‖, which is available in Google Play Store and Apple store with the following features: 

1. Applicant can submit his/her 2nd Appeal(s)/ Complaint(s) / link paper(s) in both the languages i.e. in Hindi 

and English 

2. The appellant can search and trace dak, 2nd Appeal/Complaint in both the languages. 

3. Real-time status is available in both the languages (Hindi & English) 

4. Appellant can download a copy of Hearing notice, Facilitation memo & decision. 

 

Central Information Commission 

1. The Central Information Commission (CIC) set up under the Right to Information Act is the authorised body, 

established in 2005 by the Government of India. 

2. It acts upon complaints from those individuals who have not been able to submit information requests to a 

Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer due to either the officer not have been 

appointed, or because the respective Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public 

Information Officer refused to receive the application for information under the RTI Act. 

3. The Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10 Information 

Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of India. 

4. CIC and members are appointed by the President of India on the recommendation of a committee consisting 

of—Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; a Union Cabinet Minister to 

be nominated by the Prime Minister. 

                                                                                                                                                                          SOURCE :- PIB 

 

President clears Bill against witch-hunting 

Why In news 

● State of Assam received the President‘s approval for the Assam Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention 

and Protection) Bill, 2015 

● President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the Bill against witch-hunting that the Assam Assembly 

passed three years ago. 

● Now, killing or maiming people in the name of witchcraft will be punishable under the law. 

 

Provisions of the Act 

● Under the Act every offence is cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable. 

● The Act prescribes a prison term of up to seven years and up to Rs. 5 lakh in fine for calling a person 

witch. 

● It also has provisions to come with Section 302 of the IPC -punishment for murder if someone is killed 

after being branded a witch. 

 

Birubala Rabha 

● She is a 65-year-old woman campaigning against witch-hunting after a quack almost killed her son in 

1996. 

● She stood her ground despite the threat of excommunication by the local shaman and went on to rescue 

over 50 women from being branded as witches before launching Mission Birubala against the menace. 

● Rabha‘s inputs had gone into the legislation. 
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Kuladhar Saikia 

● Another important person behind the legislation is Director-General of Police Kuladhar Saikia. 

● As Deputy Inspector-General in Kokrajhar district, he launched Project Prahari in 2001, which blended 

normal policing with social campaigns to check the menace 

 

Significance of the legislation 

● The legislation is crucial in the present context in which communication technology is being used to 

magnify superstitious beliefs, black magic and social prejudices with fatal consequences, primarily 

affecting the life of marginal groups. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) 
1. Emphasizing child safety and adoption, the Minister of Women and Child Development drew the attention to 

compulsorily register all the child care institutions in the State and link them with CARA for proper 

monitoring. 

2. This is done in the ambit of rising incidences of Child Trafficking and illegal adoptions. 

 

Central Adoption Resource Authority 

3. Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory autonomous body of Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India. 

4. It functions as the nodal body for the adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-

country and inter-country adoptions. 

5. CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 

provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 

2003. 

6. CARA primarily deals with the adoption of the orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its 

associated /recognised adoption agencies. 

 

Hague Adoption Convention 

1. The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption is an 

international convention dealing with international adoption, child laundering, and child trafficking. 

2. The Convention was developed by the Hague Conference on Private International Law, the preeminent 

organization in the area of private international law. It was concluded on 29 May 1993 and entered into force 

on 1 May 1995. 

3. It is an effort to protect those involved from the corruption, abuses, and exploitation which sometimes 

accompanies international adoption. 

4. The Convention has been considered crucial because it provides a formal international and intergovernmental 

recognition of intercountry adoption to ensure that adoptions under the Convention will generally be 

recognized and given effect in other party countries. 

5. 96 countries including India has signed and ratified this convention. Whereas Nepal, South Korea and Russia 

are yet to ratify it. 

 
           SOURCE :- PIB 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 202 
 

World Customs Organization 

Why in news? 

1. India assumes vice-chairmanship of the Asia-Pacific Region of the World Customs Organisation (WCO). 

2. It will be heading the Region for a period of 2 years from 2018 to2020. 

 

World Custom Organisation 

1. The World Customs Organization (WCO) is an intergovernmental organization headquartered in Brussels, 

Belgium. 

2. The WCO maintains the international Harmonized System (HS) goods nomenclature and administers the 

technical aspects of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreements on Customs Valuation and Rules of 

Origin. 

3. The WCO‘s primary objective is to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of member customs 

administrations, thereby assisting them to contribute successfully to national development goals, particularly 

revenue collection, national security, trade facilitation, community protection, and collection of trade 

statistics. 

4. The WCO is noted for its work in areas covering the development of international conventions, instruments, 

and tools on topics such as commodity classification, valuation, rules of origin, collection of customs revenue, 

supply chain security, international trade facilitation, customs enforcement activities, combating 

counterfeiting in support of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), drugs enforcement, illegal weapons trading, 

integrity promotion etc. 
                                                                                                                                                                        SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Reconstitution of National Bamboo Mission 
The restructured National Bamboo Mission (NBM) has been launched this year with the approval of Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) for 

implementation. 

Background: 

1. National Bamboo Mission (NBM) started as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme in 2006-07, was mainly emphasizing on 

propagation and cultivation of bamboo, with limited efforts on processing, product development and value addition. 

2. There was a weak linkage between the producers (farmers) and the industry. 

3. The restructured proposal gives simultaneous emphasis to the propagation of quality plantations of bamboo, product 

development and value addition including primary processing and treatment; micro, small & medium enterprises as 

well as high-value products 

 

Objectives of the restructured NBM 

1. To increase the area under bamboo plantation in non forest Government and private lands to supplement farm 

income and contribute towards resilience to climate change as well as availability of quality raw material 

requirement of industries. The bamboo plantations will be promoted predominantly in farmers‘ fields, homesteads, 

community lands, arable wastelands, and along irrigation canals, water bodies etc. 

2. To improve post-harvest management through establishment of innovative primary processing units near the source 

of production, primary treatment and seasoning plants, preservation technologies and market infrastructure. 

3. To promote product development keeping in view market demand, by assisting R&D, entrepreneurship & business 

models at micro, small and medium levels and feed bigger industry. 

4. To rejuvenate the under developed bamboo industry in India. 

5. To promote skill development, capacity building, awareness generation for development of bamboo sector from 

production to market demand. 

                                                                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- PIB 
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Atal Innovation Mission & MyGov launches “Innovate India Platform” 

Innovate India Platform 

1. ―InnovateIndia Platform‖ is collaboration between the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and MyGov, a citizen 

centric platform of the Government of India. 

2. It will serve as the common point for all the innovation happening across the nation. 

3. The #InnovateIndia MyGov-AIM portal creates the much-needed innovations platform for registering both 

grassroots and deep-tech innovators at a national level. 

4. With the launch of the platform Indians will be able to upload and rate their/organizations innovation on the 

platform.The citizens can access the platform on https://innovate.mygov.in/innovateindia/. 

 

Features of this platform: 

m. The platform is open to all Indian citizens 

n. The users can View, comment, share, and rate the innovations crowdsourced on the #InnovateIndia platform 

o. View the leaderboard which is calculated based on the votes on each innovation. 

p. Citizens can share their/organizations/someone else‘s innovation on the platform by login to the MyGov 

website 

q. These innovations can also be shared on various social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Facebook, and 

Twitter. 
                                                                                                                                                                           SOURCE :- PIB 

 

Protect critical personal data of citizens: draft Bill 

● The draft personal data protection Bill, 2018, submitted by the Justice B.N. Srikrishna-headed expert panel, 

has proposed that critical personal data of Indian citizens be processed in centres located within the country. 

● The draft law, which comes after a year-long consultation process, however, has left it to the government to 

notify categories of personal data that will be considered critical. 
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Draft Bill 

● The draft Bill, which India hopes will become a model framework for personal data protection for the 

world, will apply to processing of personal data within India, including the State. 

● For data processors not present in India, the Act will apply to those carrying on business in India or other 

activities, such as profiling, which could cause privacy harms to data principals in India. 

● The draft also provides for penalties for the data processor as well as compensation to the data principal to 

be imposed for violations of the data protection law. 

● It has suggested a penalty of Rs 15 crore, or 4% of the total worldwide turnover of any data 

collection/processing entity, for violating provisions. 

● Failure to take prompt action on a data security breach can attract up to Rs 5 crore or 2% of turnover in 

penalty. 

● Personal data, the draft law states, may be processed on the basis of the consent of the data principal, given 

no later than at the commencement of the processing. 

● The processing of sensitive personal data should be on the basis of explicit consent. 

● The law will not have retrospective application and will come into force in a structured and phased manner. 

● Processing that is ongoing after the coming into force of the law would be covered. 

● Other personal data may be transferred outside the territory of India with some riders. However, at least one 

copy of the data will need to be stored in India. 

● On right to be forgotten, the draft states that data principal will have the right to restrict or prevent 

continuing disclosure of personal data by a data processor. 

● The committee has not treated data as property as the relationship between the individual and entities with 

whom the individual shares his personal data is one that is based on a fundamental expectation of trust. 

● The draft law will go through the process of inter-ministerial discussions and the Cabinet as well as 

parliamentary approval. 

 

Significance 

Justice Srikrishna stated that this report is the first step towards data protection and as technology changes, it may 

become necessary to fine-tune the law. 

 

Data Protection Authority 

● The Justice Srikrishna committee has recommended the creation of a Data Protection Authority that will be 

in charge of ensuring that entities processing data do so in keeping with the law. 

● The DPA, a sector agnostic body, will ensure that every entity that handles data is conscious of its 

obligations and that it will be held to account in case of failure to comply. 

● The authority will be governed by a board consisting of six whole-time members and a chairperson 

appointed by the Union government on the recommendation of a selection committee. 

● The selection committee shall consist of the Chief Justice of India or her nominee (who is a judge of the 

Supreme Court of India), the Cabinet Secretary, Government of India, and one expert of repute who has 

special knowledge of, and professional experience in, areas related to data protection, information 

technology, data management, data science, cyber and Internet laws and related subjects. 

● The members of the DPA are to be individuals of integrity and ability with special knowledge of, and 

professional experience of not less than 10 years in, areas related to data protection, information technology, 

data management, data science, cyber and internet laws and related subjects. 

● The DPA members will have a five-year term, subject to a suitable retirement age and their salaries will be 

prescribed by the Central government. 

● Broadly, the DPA will have four departments and related functions: monitoring and enforcement; legal 

affairs, policy and standard setting; research and awareness; and inquiries, grievance handling and 

adjudication. 
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● The DPA will be stating codes of practice, conducting inquiries, and issuing warnings and injunctions. 

Exemptions 

● The expert committee has recommended that processing of data for certain interests such as security of 

the state, legal proceedings, research and journalistic purpose, may be exempt from certain obligations of 

the proposed data protection law. 

● For the creation of a truly free and fair digital economy, it is vital to provide certain exemptions from 

obligations that will facilitate the unhindered flow of personal data in certain situations. 

● These exemptions derive their necessity from either a state or societal interest. 

● It, however, added that adequate security safeguards must be incorporated in the law to guard against 

potential misuse. 

● The processing of personal data in the interests of the security of the state shall not be permitted unless it 

is authorised pursuant to a law and is in accordance with the procedure established by such law, made by 

Parliament and is necessary for, and proportionate to, such interests being achieved. 

● It has been recommended in the report that the Central government should expeditiously bring in a law for 

the oversight of intelligence gathering activities. 

● The research exemption has not been envisaged as a blanket one and only those obligations that are 

necessary to achieve the object of the research will be exempted by the Data Protection Authority (DPA). 

● It further added that to strike a balance between freedom of expression and right to informational privacy, 

the data protection law would need to signal what the term ‗journalistic purposes‘ signifies, and how 

ethical standards for such activities would need to be set. 

 

Protecting the data of children 

● The committee on data privacy has made specific mention of the need for separate and more stringent norms 

for protecting the data of children, recommending that companies be barred from certain types of data 

processing such as behavioural monitoring, tracking, targeted advertising and any other type of processing 

which is not in the best interest of the child. 

● It is widely accepted that processing of personal data of children ought to be subject to greater protection 

than regular processing of data. 

● The justification for such differential treatment arises from the recognition that children are unable to fully 

understand the consequences of their actions. 

● This is only exacerbated in the digital world where data collection and processing is largely opaque and 

mired in complex consent forms. 

● Safeguarding the best interests of the child should be the guiding principle for statutory regulation on 

protecting data of children. 

● The committee noted that, at present, there were two types of entities processing the personal data of 

children. The first type were services offered primarily to children, such as YouTube Kids, Hot Wheels and 

Walt Disney, and the second were social media services such as Facebook and Instagram. 

● The committee recommends that the Data Protection Authority will have the power to designate websites 

or online services that process large volumes of personal data of children as guardian data fiduciaries. 

● Certain types of data processing have been objectively found to be harmful for children. Harm, as used 

here, may be tangible [in terms of physical or reputational harm] or intangible [in terms of loss of 

autonomy]. These include: behavioural monitoring, tracking, targeted advertising and any other type of 

processing which is not in the best interest of the child. 

● Guardian data fiduciaries must be barred from these practices insofar as it pertains to children. 

● The committee noted that this approach, of placing the onus of properly processing the data of a child on 

the company, is preferable to the existing regulatory approach which is based solely on a system of 

parental consent. 



Unique IAS Academy-July 2018 Current Affairs 
 

0422 4204182, 98842 67599, NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 206 
 

● A dominant criticism against parental consent is that it is prone to circumvention, as it risks encouraging 

children to lie about their age, without achieving the intended purpose of protection. 
                                                                                                                                                             SOURCE :- THE HINDU 

 

Indian Railways Launches “Mission Satyanishtha 

Mission Satyanishtha 

1. In first of its kind event held by any government organization, the Indian Railways organized a programme on 

Ethics in Public Governance and Launched ―Mission Satyanishtha‖. 

2. The issue of Ethics, Integrity and probity in public life has been a matter of concern all over the government 

sector. 

3. This mission aims at sensitizing all railway employees about the need to adhere to good ethics and to maintain 

high standards of integrity at work. 

4. Talks and Lectures on the subject are being organised all over the Indian Railways today for this purpose. 

 

The objectives of the Mission are: 

 To train every employee to understand the need and value of ethics in Personal and Public life. 

 To deal with ethical dilemmas in life and Public Governance. 

 To help understand the policies of Indian Railways on ethics and integrity and the employee‘s role in 

upholding the same. 

 To develop inner governance through tapping inner resources. 

                                                                                                                                                                       SOURCE :- PIB  

 

26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified under PRASHAD Scheme 
Under the PRASHAD Scheme, 26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for development which inter-

alia include: 

Amaravati and Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh), Kamakhya (Assam), Patna and Gaya (Bihar), Dwarka and Somnath 

(Gujarat), Gurudwara Nada Saheb (Haryana), Hazratbal and Katra (Jammu & Kashmir), Deogarh (Jharkhand), 

Chamundeshwari Devi (Karnataka), Guruvayoor (Kerala), Una (Himachal Pradesh), Omkareshwar (Madhya Pradesh), 

Trimbakeshwar (Maharashtra), Puri (Odisha), Amritsar (Punjab), Ajmer (Rajasthan), Kanchipuram and Vellankani 

(Tamil Nadu), Varanasi and Mathura (Uttar Pradesh), Badrinath and Kedarnath (Uttarakhand) and Belur (West 

Bengal). 

PRASHAD Scheme 

1. PRASHAD means Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive 

2. A 100% Centrally Sponsored Scheme under Tourism Ministry 

3. Provisions under the scheme include 

○ Tourism Promotion and Tourist Ecosystem 

○ Vocational Training for Tourists and Hospitality Business 

○ Hunar se Rozgar tak (HSRT) and earn while you learn programs 

○ Improving Tourist Infrastructure 

Provisions regarding Tourist Infrastructure in PRASAD 

● ATM, foreign currency exchange counters 

● Rail, road water transport 

● Green energy streetlights 

● Water adventure sports 

● First-aid centres, Wi-Fi hotspots, Parking facilities 

● Green landscaping, water fountains, walkways, furniture etc. 

● Removing encroachments 

SOURCE: PIB 


