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******************************************************************************** 

 

UNESCO lists wrestling, reggae and raiho-shin rituals under “intangible heritage” 

 Context: 

 The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage is 

meeting until December 1 in Mauritius, inscribing new elements to its much coveted-list. 

 Jamaican reggae, Georgian wrestling and Japanese rituals are among the six new elements 

added by UN cultural agency UNESCO to its list of ―intangible heritage‖ for the world to 

treasure. 

 

   Intangible cultural heritage: 

 The UNESCO‘s coveted list is made up of those intangible heritage elements that help 

demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about its importance. 

 It was established in 2008 after Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, 2003 came into effect. 

 It compiles two lists viz. 

 Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

 List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 

 

India,s entries in the List: 

A total of 13 Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) elements from India have been inscribed till date 

on the UNESCO‘s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

1. Koodiyattam  :  Sanskrit Theatre of Kerala. 

2. Mudiyett :  theatre ritual of Kerala. 

3. Tradition of Vedic Chanting. 

4. Kalbelia :  folk songs and dances of Rajasthan. 

5. Ramlila :  Traditional Performance of the Ramayana. 
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6. Sankirtana :  singing, drumming and dancing ritual of Manipur. 

7. Ramman :  religious festival and ritual theatre of Garhwal Himalayas. 

8. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil of Thatheras : Punjab. 

9. Chhau dance :  classical Indian dance originated in the eastern Indian states. 

10. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh :  recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in Ladakh region of 

Jammu and Kashmir 

11. Yoga 

12. Nawrouz 

13. KumbhMela 

 

About Adopt a Heritage: ApniDharohar, ApniPehchaan scheme: 

 Launched in September, 2017, was a collaborative effort by the Ministry of Tourism, 

Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), states and Union territories. 

 No fund is given by Ministry of Tourism. The Project envisages involvement of 

Private/Public Companies / Organizations and Individuals to adopt Monuments, Natural 

Heritage Sites and in the country, primarily under CSR. 

 Archaeological Survey of India has identified 100 monuments as ‗AdarshSmarak‘ for 

upgradation of existing facilities. 

 The oversight committee also has the power to terminate a memorandum of understanding 

in case of non-compliance or non-performance. 

 The Adopt a Heritage is essentially a non-revenue generating project. 

 The project primarily focuses on providing basic amenities that include cleanliness, public 

conveniences, safe drinking water, ease of access for tourists, illumination and Wi-Fi. 

 It regulates all archaeological activities as per the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI): 

 Under the Ministry of Culture, is the premier organization for the archaeological researches 

and protection of the cultural heritage of the nation 

 It also regulates Antiquities and Art Treasure Act, 1972 

 Established in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham. 
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PM to open Buddhist site museum at Lalitgiri in Odisha 

Context: 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi inaugurated - archaeological museum in Lalitgiri, Odisha . 

 The Archaeological Museum, Lalitgiri will add  new facet of tourism in the region and 

increase the immense potential of employment generation. 

 

Lalitgiri Archaeological Museum: 

 Lalitgiri is one of the earliest Buddhist settlements in Odisha situated about 120 km north of 

Bhubaneswar in District Cuttack. 

 As per the policy of Site Museums, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) constructed 

the Site Museum at Lalitgiri for display and protection of retrieved antiquities.  

 The whole complex is spread across an area of 4750 sq. meters.  

 Huge sculptures of the Buddha and various Buddhist deities, architectural fragments of 

Viharas and Chaityas are arranged period-wise across six galleries.  

 Excavations at Lalitgiri have yielded the remains of four monasteries, showing cultural 

continuity from the post-Mauryan period till the 13th century CE. 

 

Winter to be warmer than normal: IMD 

Context: 

 The India meteorological department (IMD) has predicted Winter across India this year is 

likely to be cooler than 2016 but warmer than normal Between December 2017 and 

February 2018. 

 

El Nino: 

 El Niño is a part of a routine climate pattern that occurs when sea surface temperatures in the 

tropical Pacific Ocean rise to above-normal levels for an extended period of time. 

 

Vijay Diwas 

Context: 

 India celebrated Vijay Diwas on 16th December 2018 marking the 47th anniversary of its 

victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war. 
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More about the news: 

1. Vijay Diwas, also called as Victory Day, is celebrated on every 16th December in India. 

2. It marks the victory of Indian armed forces over Pakistan in the war of Independence of 

Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971. 

3. At the end of the 1971 war, the Pakistani Army unilaterally surrendered resulting in the 

independence of East Pakistan, which was called as Bangladesh. 

4. On this day in 1971, the chief of the Pakistani forces along with 93,000 troops, surrendered 

to the allied forces consists of Indian Army and MuktiBahini in Dhaka after they got 

defeated in the war. 

5. On the anniversary of Vijay Diwas, respect and tributes are paid to the martyrs who laid 

down their lives for their country. 

 

Issue of commemorative Postage Stamp on Rajkumar Shukla  

Context: 

 The government recently released a Commemorative Postage Stamp on Rajkumar 

Shukla. 

 Calendar year. 

 

RajkumarShukla : 

 Raj Kumar Shukla was an indigo cultivator of Champaran (Bihar) 

 In drawing the attention of Mahatma Gandhi to the plight of peasants suffering under an 

oppressive system established by European indigo planters in Champaran, Bihar, Rajkumar 

Shukla made a seminal contribution culminating in the launch of the Champaran 

Satyagraha in 1917 by Mahatma Gandhi ji. 

 

Champaran Satyagraha: 

 The Champaran Satyagraha is considered to be a vital event in the history of India‘s freedom 

struggle. 

 It marked as the first India‟s Civil Disobedience movement launched by Mahatma 

Gandhi to protest against the injustice meted out to tenant farmers in Champaran district of 

Bihar. 
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 When Gandhi, joined now by Rajendra Prasad, Mazharul- Haq, Mahadeo Desai, Narhari 

Parekh, and J.B. Kripalani, reached Champaran to probe into the matter, the authorities 

ordered him to leave the area at once. 

 Gandhi defied the order and preferred to face the punishment. 

 Finally, the authorities retreated and permitted Gandhi to make an enquiry. 

 The government appointed a committee to go into the matter and nominated Gandhi as a 

member. 

 Gandhi was able to convince the authorities that the tinkathia system should be abolished and 

that the peasants should be compensated for the illegal dues extracted from them. 

 Gandhi had won the first battle of civil disobedience in India 

 Other popular leaders associated with Champaran Satyagraha were Brajkishore Prasad, 

Anugrah Narayan Sinha, Ramnavmi Prasad and ShambhusharanVarma. 

 

Commemorative coin and postage stamp in memory of Paika Rebellion 

Context: 

 Prime Minister to release the commemorative coin and postage stamp in memory of Paika 

Rebellion 

 

Paika Rebellion: 

 The Paik Rebellion, also called the PaikaBidroha, was an armed rebellion against the British 

East India Company's rule that took place in Odisha in 1817. 

 The Paikas were the traditional landed militia of Odisha. They served as warriors and were 

charged with policing functions during peacetime. 

 The conquest of Odisha by the East India Company in 1803 and the dethronement of the 

Raja of Khurda led to fall in the power and prestige of the Paikas. 

 The Paik rebellion had several social, economic and political reasons.ThePaiks were 

alienated by the British regime, who took over the hereditary rent-free lands granted to 

them after the conquest of Khurda. 

 They were also subjected to extortion and oppression at the hands of the company 

government and its servants. 
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 The Paik rebellion was led by BakshiJagabandhu, former commander of forces of the Raja of 

Khurda and the last King of Khurda, Raja Mukunda Deva. 

 

Rights of person with disabilities Act - 2016: 

 It replaced the 1995 Act. 

 It brought the Indian law in line with the United National Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory. 

 

Salient features: 

 Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept. 

 The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central 

Government will have the power to add more types of disabilities. 

 Speech and Language Disability and Specific Learning Disability have been added for the 

first time. 

 Acid Attack Victims have been included. 

 Dwarfism, muscular dystrophy has been indicated as separate class of specified disability. 

 The New categories of disabilities also included three blood disorders, Thalassemia, 

Haemophilia and Sickle Cell disease. 

 In addition, the Government has been authorized to notify any other category of specified 

disability. 

 Responsibility has been cast upon the appropriate governments to take effective measures to 

ensure that the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. 

 Additional benefits such as reservation in higher education, government jobs, reservation in 

allocation of land, poverty alleviation schemes etc. have been provided for persons with 

benchmark disabilities and those with high support needs. 

 Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years shall have 

the right to free education. 

 Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized 

institutions will have to provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities. 

 It provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also 

violation of the provisions of the new law. 
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India Water Impact Summit-2018 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out 

of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

Union Minister for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 

NitinGadkari  inaugurated India Water Impact Summit 2018. 

 

More about the news: 

 Summit is being jointly organized by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and 

the Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) from 5-7 December 

2018 in New Delhi. 

 The India Water Impact Summit is an annual event where stakeholders get together to 

discuss, debate and develop model solutions for some of the biggest water-related problems 

in the country. 

 

Key aspects of the Summit: 

 Spotlight on 5 states: Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Delhi and Bihar. The 

objective is to showcase the efforts and works going on within the respective states. 

 Technology and Innovation: Implementation of the pilot/demonstration programme known 

as the Environment Technology Verification (ETV) process. 

 Ganga Financing Forum: The 2018 Summit also introduces the inaugural Ganga Financing 

Forum that will bring a number of institutions to a common knowledge, information and 

partnership platform.  

 The Hybrid Annuity Model has redefined the economic landscape of water and waste-water 

treatment in India. 

 

Direct benefit transfer scheme for TB patients makes slow progress 

Nikshay Poshan Yojana: 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has announced the scheme for 

incentives for nutritional support to TB patients. This scheme will be called 

―NikshayPoshanYojana‖.  

 All notified TB patients are beneficiaries of the scheme.  
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 Eligibility: All TB patients notified on or after 1st April 2018 including all existing TB 

patients under treatment are eligible to receive incentives.  

 The patient must be registered\notified on the NIKSHAY portal.  

 Benefits: Financial incentive of Rs.500/- per month for each notified TB patient for duration 

for which the patient is on anti-TB treatment. 

 The scheme is registered under Direct Benefit Transfer 

 The incentives can be distributed in Cash (only via DBT preferably through Aadhaar enabled 

bank accounts) or in-kind. 

 

Odisha: Dharmendra Pradhan launches Ujjwala sanitary napkin initiative Ujjwala Sanitary 

Napkins initiative: 

 The mission is an initiative of three oil marketing companies (IOCL, BPCL and HPCL) in 

Odisha, is aimed to educate women on female hygiene and health, improve accessibility to 

low cost eco-friendly sanitary pads and boost rural employment and economy. 

 In the first phase of the Ujjwala Sanitary Napkin initiative, around 100 local manufacturing 

units will be set up by oil marketing companies at Common Service Centres (CSCs) across 

93 blocks in all 30 districts of Odisha.  

 At least 10 Ujjwala beneficiary women will get employment at each CSC. 

 The project will not only provide the rural women with a dignified means to earn their 

livelihood but also arm them with entrepreneurial skills 

 The Ujjwala pads will be made of virgin wood pulp sheet, non-woven white sheet and a gel 

sheet which are all biodegradable in nature and will leave minimal carbon footprint. 

 

Khushi Scheme: 

 Under this scheme, the Health Department of Odisha Government aims to provide free 

sanitary pads to 1.7 million girl students from grade 6th to 12th in government and 

government-aided schools. 

 Also, it aims to promote health and hygiene among school going girls and higher retention of 

girls in school 
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Global Nutrition Report 2018 

India‟s performance: 

 India holds almost a third (31%) of the global burden for stunting, the prevalence of which 

differs from state to state. As per the UNICEF, stunting, or low height for age, is caused by 

long-term insufficient nutrient intake and frequent infections. 

 Stunting varies greatly from district to district (12.4% to 65.1%), with 239 of 604 districts 

accounting for stunting levels above 40%. The differences between districts were a result of 

multiple factors, including gender, education, economic status, health, hygiene, and other 

demographic factors. 

 With 46.6 million children who are stunted, India tops the list of countries followed by 

Nigeria (13.9 million) and Pakistan (10.7 million), the Global Nutrition Report 2018 said. 

 India also accounted for 25.5 million children who are wasted, followed by Nigeria (3.4 

million) and Indonesia (3.3 million). 

 India also figures among the set of countries that has more than a million overweight 

children. The other nations are China, Indonesia, India, Egypt, US, Brazil and Pakistan. 

 In urban areas, there are 7.1 per cent overweight children on average, whereas in rural areas 

6.2 per cent children are overweight. It is slightly more common among boys (6.9 per cent) 

than girls (6.1 per cent), the report highlighted. 

 with 239 of 604 districts accounting for stunting levels above 40%. The differences between 

districts were a result of multiple factors, including gender, education, economic status, 

health, hygiene, and other demographic factors. 

 

Factors Affecting the Quality and Quantity of Nutrition: 

 Maternal education (accounted for 12 per cent) 

 Age at time of marriage (7 per cent) 

 Antenatal care (6 percent) 

 Children's diets (9 per cent) 

 Assets (7 per cent) 

 Open defecation (7 per cent) 

 Household size (5 percent) 

  The quality of nutrition in packaged foods available to children. 
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 The report says only 21% of these foods in India were rated as being healthy, based on 

overall energy, salt, sugar and saturated fat on the negative side, and vegetable, fruit, 

protein, fibre and calcium as positive factors. 

  

Steps taken by Government: 

 The national framework to improve nutrition already exists. 

 The Anganwadi Services scheme, which incorporates the Integrated Child Development 

Services, caters to children up to age six, and to pregnant and lactating women. 

 

WAy forward: 

 India should invest more of its economic prosperity in its welfare system, without binding 

itself in restrictive budgetary formulations. 

 The Economic Survey 2017-18 put social services spending at 6.6% of GDP, an 

insignificant rise after a marginal decline from the 6% band during the previous year to 

5.8%. 

 The latest report on stunting and wasting should convince the Centre that it needs to 

understand the problem better and work with the States to give India‘s children a healthy 

future. 

Khelo India Youth Games 

Union Sports Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore launched the second edition of Khelo 

India, rechristened as Khelo India Youth Games 

 

Khelo India Programme: 

 The Khelo India programme has been introduced to revive the sports culture in India at the 

grass-root level by building a strong framework for all sports in India and establish India as a 

great sporting nation. 

Aim: 

 It aims at mainstreaming sport as a tool for individual development, community 

development, economic development and national development. 

Objective: 

 Mass participation of the young population in Sports through annual sports competitions 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs December 2018 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  

 Page 11 
 

 Identification of sporting talent 

 Nurturing of the sporting talent through sports academies 

 Creation of Sports Infrastructure at Block, District and State/UT Level. 

 

Revamped Khelo India programme: 

 The Khelo India was revamped in September 2017.  

 It introduced a Pan Indian Sports Scholarship scheme, which would cover 1,000 most 

talented young athletes each year across select sports disciplines. 

 The Programme aims to promote 20 universities across the country as hubs of sporting 

excellence, which would enable talented sports persons to pursue the dual pathway of 

education and competitive sports.  

 The Programme would cover about 200 million children in the age group of 10-18 under a 

massive national physical fitness drive, which will not only measure the physical fitness of 

all children in the age group, but also support their fitness related activities. 

 The Programme also aims at creating an active population with healthy life-style. 

 
 

Free college education for Karnataka girls 

Context: 

 To encourage women education, the Karnataka government has decided to bear the 

education expenses of girl students pursuing pre-university, graduation and post-graduate 

courses in government-run colleges. 

 By this move, the Karnataka govt has ensured a much healthier, gender-balanced future for 

the state. 

 
 

IMPRESS 

 The Government of India, in August 2018, had sanctioned the scheme ―Impactful Policy 

Research in Social Sciences (IMPRESS)‖ at a total cost of Rs. 414 Cr for implementation 

up to 31.03.2021.  

 Under the Scheme, 1500 research projects will be awarded for 2 years to support the social 

science research in the higher educational institutions and to enable research to guide policy 

making. 
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 The Indian Council of Social Science and Research (ICSSR) will be the project 

implementing agency. 

 

Objective: 

 To identify and fund research proposals in social sciences with maximum impact on the 

governance and society. 

 To focus research on (11) broad thematic areas such as : State and Democracy, Urban 

transformation, Media, Culture and Society, Employment, Skills and Rural transformation , 

Governance, Innovation and Public Policy, Growth, Macro-trade and Economic Policy, 

Agriculture and Rural Development, Health and Environment, Science and Education, 

Social Media and Technology, Politics, Law and Economics. The sub- theme areas will be 

decided on the basis of Expert Groups‘ advice before notifying the scheme and calling for 

applications. 

 To ensure selection of projects through a transparent, competitive process on online mode. 

 To provide opportunity for social science researchers in any institution in the country, 

including all Universities (Central and State), private institutions with 12(B) status 

conferred by UGC. 

 ICSSR funded/ recognized research institutes will also be eligible to submit research 

proposals on the given themes and sub-themes. 

 

Soil health card Scheme 
 

Soil Health Card: 

 Soil Health Card (SHC) is a Government of India‘s scheme promoted by the Department of 

Agriculture & Co-operation under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare. 

 is meant to give each farmer soil nutrient status of his/her holding and advice him/her on the 

dosage of fertilizers and also the needed soil amendments, that s/he should apply to 

maintain soil health in the long run. 

 

Features of Soil Health Card scheme: 

 Collecting soil samples at a grid of 2.5 ha in irrigated area and 10 ha in un-irrigated areas. 

 It will contain the status of his soil with respect to 12 parameters, namely 

 N,P,K (Macro-nutrients) ; 
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 S (Secondary- nutrient) ; Zn, Fe, Cu, Mn, Bo 

 (Micro – nutrients) ; and pH, EC, OC (Physical parameters). 

 

Will the farmer get a card every year and for every crop? 

 It will be made available once in a cycle of 3 years, which will indicate the status of soil 

health of a farmer‘s holding for that particular period. 

 The SHC given in the next cycle of 3 years will be able to record the changes in the soil 

health for that subsequent period. 

Skoch Awards 
 

Context: 

 Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Government of India has been conferred the 

Skoch Award for National Significance 

 

More about the news: 

 The award has been conferred on the Ministry considering its purpose and critical role 

played in installing about 73 GW renewable energy capacity in the country. 

 With 21 per cent of total installed capacity, within the year renewable energy grossed a 

magic figure of providing one billion units of electricity in the country. 

 India ranks 4 in the world in wind energy capacity and 5th in solar & total renewable 

energy capacity installed in the world. 

 India has played a critical role in setting up of international solar alliance 

Skoch Award: 

 SKOCH Award, instituted in 2003, salutes people, projects and institution for making nation 

better 

 The SKOCH Award covers the best of efforts in the area of digital, financial and social 

inclusion. 

It encompasses the best of governance, inclusive growth, excellence in technology and applications, 

change management, corporate leadership, corporate governance, citizen services delivery, capacity 

building, empowerment and other such softer issues that get normally lost in the glamour 
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Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (AB-PMJAY): 

 It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme having central sector component under Ayushman Bharat 

Mission anchored in the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW). 

 It is an umbrella of two major health initiatives, namely Health and wellness Centres and 

National  HealthProtection Scheme. 

 

Features: 

 The government-sponsored health insurance scheme, will provide free coverage of up to Rs 

5 lakh per family per year in any government or even empanelled private hospitals all over 

India.  

 Launched with an aim to help the poor and the economically deprived, the scheme will be 

available for 10.74 crore beneficiary families and about 50 crore Indian citizens. 

 This scheme will strengthen the healthcare services in India. Around 13000 hospitals in the 

country have been coordinated for the implementation of the scheme. 

 The scheme aims to target poor and vulnerable population of the country, based on the Socio 

Economic and Caste Census 2011 (SECC) database. There will be no cap on family size and 

age in the scheme. 

 The benefit cover will also include pre and post-hospitalisation expenses. All pre-existing 

conditions will be covered from day one of the policy.  

 A defined transport allowance per hospitalisation will also be paid to the beneficiary. 

 The scheme allows the beneficiary to take cashless benefits from any public or private 

empanelled hospitals across the country. 

 The payment for treatment will be done on package rate which will be defined by the 

Government in advance basis. The package rates will include all the costs associated with 

treatment. The States and UTs will have the flexibility to modify these rates within a limited 

bandwidth. 

 The scheme will work in partnership with NITI Aayog to operationalise a robust, modular 

and interoperable IT platform which will involve a paperless and cashless transaction. 

 The National Health Agency (NHA), the apex body implementing the scheme 
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Central Water Commission (CWC): 

 Central Water Commission is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of Water 

Resources and is presently functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India. 

 Purpose: To promote integrated and sustainable development and management of India's 

Water Resources by using state-of-art technology and competency and coordinating all 

stakeholders. 

 Function: The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, 

coordinating and furthering in consultation of the State Governments concerned, schemes for 

control, conservation and utilization of water resources throughout the country, for purpose 

of Flood Control, Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water Supply and Water Power 

Development. It also undertakes the investigations, construction and execution of any such 

schemes as required. 

 The work of the Commission is divided among 3 wings namely, Designs and Research 

(D&R) Wing, River Management (RM) Wing and Water Planning and Projects (WP&P) 

Wing 

 

Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA): 

Composition of Cauvery Water Management Authority:  

It would comprise a chairman, eight members besides a secretary. Out of eight members, two 

each will be full-time and part-time members, while the rest four would be part-time members from 

states. 

Functions: 

 Supervise the operation of Reservoir 

 Regulation of water release - share of each state will be determined on the basis of flows and 

assumed together with the available carry over storage in the reservoirs  

 Every year in the June the authority would gauge the residual storage capacity. 

 The authority will be assisted by Cauvery water regulation committee. 

  If any of delay or short fall is caused in release of water on account of default of any party 

state, The authority will take appropriate action. 
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Centre rejects minority religion status to Lingayats 

Lingayats and Veerashaiva 

 Lingayats are followers of 12th-century social reformer Basavanna and his vachana (verses) 

philosophy. Their beliefs, practices and faith are different.  

 Veerashaivas worship Lord Shiva, the one mentioned in Hindu mythology.  

 However, the Shiva that Basavanna referred to in his vachanas (verses) is not the Hindu god 

Shiva but the ishtalinga (formless God), which people of the community wear around their 

neck. 

 

Veerashaiva: 

 Veerashaivas are a sub-sect of Lingayats and ardent followers of Lord Shiva.  

 They preceded Basavanna, the founder of Lingayatism.  

 Veerashaivism has its roots in the Vedas and Agamas, and Veerashaivas do not worship any 

god other than Shiva;  

 They are spread across Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and other 

States. 

 

Special Economic Zone (SEZ): 

 A special economic zone is an area in a country that is subject to unique economic 

regulations that differ from other areas in the same country.  

 The SEZ regulations tend to be conducive to foreign direct investment. Conducting business 

in an SEZ typically implies that the company will receive tax incentives and the opportunity 

to pay lower tariffs. 

 SEZs are zones intended to facilitate rapid economic growth by leveraging tax incentives to 

attract foreign dollars and technological advancement.  

 Today, there are approximately 3,000 SEZs operating in 120 countries 

 India was one of the first in Asia to recognize the effectiveness of the Export Processing 

Zone (EPZ) model in promoting exports, with Asia‘s first EPZ set up in Kandla in 1965.  

 With a view to overcome the shortcomings experienced on account of the multiplicity of 

controls and clearances; absence of world-class infrastructure, and an unstable fiscal regime 
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and with a view to attract larger foreign investments in India, the Special Economic Zones 

(SEZs) Policy was announced in April 2000. 

 The Special Economic Zone Act, 2005 came into force with effect from 2006. The SEZs 

Rules, inter-alia, provide for drastic simplification of procedures and for single window 

clearance on matters relating to central as well as state governments. 

 

Objective: 

a) Generation of additional economic activity 

b) Promotion of exports of goods and services 

c) Promotion of investment from domestic and foreign sources 

d) Creation of employment opportunities 

e) Development of infrastructure facilities 

 

Who regulates the Groundwater extraction in india? 

 The Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA), constituted under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986, has the mandate of regulating ground water development and 

management in the country. 

 CGWA has been regulating ground water development for its sustainable management in the 

country through measures such as issue of advisories, public notices, granting No Objection 

Certificates (NOC) for ground water withdrawal 

 

1. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)  

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was, thus, established with effect from 

20th February 1997 by an Act of Parliament, called the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 

India Act, 1997 

 To regulate telecom services, including fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom services which 

were earlier vested in the Central Government. 

 

 

TRAI's mission: 

To create and nurture conditions for growth of telecommunications in the country in a 

manner and at a pace which will enable India to play a leading role in emerging global information 

society.  
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Main Objective: TRAI is to provide a fair and transparent policy environment which promotes a 

level playing field and facilitates fair competition. 

Composition:  Chairperson, and  two whole-time members and two part-time members,  to be 

appointed by the Central Government. 

Functions: Functions of TRAI are mentioned under section 11 of the TRAI Act. 

 Making recommendations on various issues 

 General regulatory and administrative functions 

 Fixing tariffs and rates for telecom services 

Any other functions entrusted by the Central Government 

 

One-stop centres help 2 crore women 

One stop center: 

 A centrally sponsored scheme for setting up a One Stop Centre has been formulated by the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD). It is a sub-scheme of the Umbrella 

Scheme for National Mission for Empowerment of Women which includes Indira Gandhi 

Mattritav Sahyaog Yojana. 

 The scheme is funded by the Nirbhaya fund. 100% financial assistance will be provided by 

the centre to the states and the union territories under the scheme. 

 One Stop Centres (OSC) are intended to support women affected by violence, in private and 

public spaces, within the family, community and at the workplace. 

 Women facing physical, sexual, emotional, psychological and economic abuse, irrespective 

of age, class, caste, education status, marital status, race and culture will be facilitated with 

support and redressal. Aggrieved women facing any kind of violence due to attempted sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, domestic violence, trafficking, honour related crimes, acid 

attacks or witch-hunting who have reached out or been referred to the OSC will be provided 

with specialized services. 

 

Objective: 

 To provide integrated support and assistance to women affected by violence, both in private 

and public spaces under one roof. 

 To facilitate immediate, emergency and non - emergency access to a range of services 

including medical, legal, psychological and counselling support under one roof to fight 
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against any forms of violence against women 

WatankoJano 

Aim: To give exposure to the youth and children of J&K about the cultural and socioeconomic 

development taking place in other parts of the country. Youth and children hit by militancy and 

from weaker sections from J&K are selected for the programme 

 

FAME India scheme: 

 FAME stands for Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles 

 The Scheme was launched by the Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises in 

2015 
 

Aim:  to provide fiscal and monetary incentives for adoption and market creation of both hybrid and 

electric technologies vehicles in the country. 

 FAME India is a part of the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan. 

 Main thrust of FAME is to encourage electric vehicles by providing subsidies.  Vehicles in 

most segments – two wheelers, three wheelers, electric and hybrid cars and electric buses 

obtained the subsidy benefit of the scheme. 
 

Focus area: 

 The scheme covers Hybrid and Electric technologies like Mild Hybrid, Strong Hybrid, Plug 

in Hybrid & Battery Electric Vehicles. 

 The scheme has 4 focus areas i.e. 

 Technology Development 

 Demand creation 

 Pilot Projects and 

 Charging infrastructure 

 

Phases of Fame India: 

 The first phase of the scheme was initially proposed for two years till March 31, 2017 but 

was extended twice for six months up to March 31, 2018. 

 The second phase of the scheme spanning five years will offer a subsidy to all categories of 

electric vehicles, including two-wheelers, three-wheelers and four-wheelers including taxis 

and electric buses that are used in public transportation. 
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Transgender Bill passed in LokSabha 

Context: 

 The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, which aims at defining 

transgender people and prohibiting discrimination against them, was passed with 27 

amendments in the LokSabha on Monday. The Bill was introduced in the House two years 

ago. 

 The 2016 Bill identifies transgenders as being ―partly female or male or a combination of 

female and male or neither female nor male‖. 

 

LS clears Consumer Protection Bill 

Context: 

 The Consumer Protection Bill was discussed and passed in LokSabha on 20 December 2018. 

Background: 

 In 2011, a Bill to amend the 1986 Act was introduced to enable consumers to file online 

complaints, and against unfair terms in a contract.  

 However, the Bill lapsed with the dissolution of the 15th LokSabha. 

  The Consumer Protection Bill, 2015 was introduced in LokSabha to replace the 1986 Act. 

 The Bill introduced various new provisions, which included:  

(i) product liability  

(ii) unfair contracts and  

(iii) setting up of a regulatory body.  

  The Bill was examined by the Standing Committee on Consumer Affairs which submitted 

its report in April 2016. 

 The Committee gave several recommendations with regard to  

(i) product liability  

(ii) powers and functions of the regulatory body (Central Consumer Protection 

Authority) being set up  

(iii) penalties for misleading advertisements and endorsers of such advertisements and  

(iv) pecuniary jurisdiction of the adjudicatory body at the district level.  

 The Consumer Protection Bill, 2018 was introduced in January 2018, The Bill replaces the 

Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 
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NITI Aayog to release SDG India Index: Baseline Report 2018 

Context: 

 Government think tank NITI Aayog on Friday came out with a baseline index of Indian 

states‘ performance on various UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

Sustainable development India Index: 

 The NITI Aayog along with ministry of statistics has developed the SDG India Index which 

is a comprehensive Index to measure progress of States / UTs, through a single measurable 

Index 

 The First Baseline Report for 2018, prepared with the support of Global Green Growth 

Institute and UN in India.  

 NITI Aayog has constructed the SDG India Index spanning across 13 out of 17 SDGs. Four 

goals were left out because of lack of data at the state level. 

 The Index tracks the progress of all the States and UTs on a set of 62 Priority Indicators of 

306 national indicators outlined by the UN, measuring their progress on the outcomes of the 

interventions and schemes of the Government of India. 

  The SDG India Index is intended to provide a holistic view on the social, economic and 

environmental status of the country and its States and UTs.  

  

Details of the Report: 

 The index comprises a composite score for each State and Union Territory based on their 

aggregate performance across 13 of the 17 SDGs. The score, ranging between 0 and 100, 

denotes the average performance of the State/UT towards achieving the 13 SDGs and their 

respective targets. 

 The national average was 57. 

 Among the states, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu and the Union Territories of 

Chandigarh and Pondicherry, are the front-runners. 

 Assam (49) Bihar (48) and UP (42) were the lowest ranked states in the index. 

 Tamil Nadu has a score 66, and is the top scorer on the goals to do with eradicating poverty 

and also providing clean and affordable energy. 

 Kerala‘s top rank is attributed to its superior performance in providing good health, reducing 

hunger, achieving gender equality and providing quality education. 
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 Himachal Pradesh ranks high on providing clean water and sanitation, in reducing 

inequalities and preserving the mountain ecosystem 

 

Limitation of the SDG India Index 2018: 

A few of the limitations of this first national effort to measure where States/UTs stand on the 

SDGs: 

 

Exclusion of goals:   

 SDG India Index does not currently cover Goals 12, 13 and 14 (Responsible production and 

Consumption,Climateactions,Conserve life below water)largely on account of unavailability 

of comparable data across States and UTs.  

 Further, SDG 17 (Partnerships for the goals)is also not included given that indicators have 

not been identified by the NIF for this goal.  

 

Selection bias:  

 Selection of indicators is based on the criteria that emphasises availability, coverage across 

States and UTs and ownership by the Ministries.  

 

Indicators emerging from the State schemes not included :   

 The Indicators focus largely on data sources emerging from central official statistical 

systems and the respective Union Ministries/Departments. State schemes and their data 

sources have not been tapped for this exercise. 

 

Limitation of equal weightage:  

 Assigning equal weightage for all indicators across all Goals may lead to biased results. 

Additionally, some indicators may be less relevant to some States   

 

Missing data:    

 Data for a few States /UTs is not available for some indicators. In computing the Index, these 

missing /null values have not been given any weightage. This methodology may have a 

bearing on the Index score. 
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Advantages of the SDG India Index 2018: 

 The SDG India Index 2018 report provides critical insights on the status of SDGs in the 

country even though it may not be a comprehensive representation of overall baseline since it 

is constrained by limited data availability 

 As data availability improves and new estimation techniques become available, subsequent 

reports of SDG India Index will become more comprehensive with additional indicators, and 

also help to measure incremental progress.  

 Support States/UTs to benchmark their progress:  to benchmark their progress against the 

national targets and performance 

 Support States/UTs to identify priority areas: SDG India Index will act as a tool to highlight 

the key areas on which the respective States/UTs need to invest and improve by enabling 

States/UTs to measure incremental progress.  

 Highlight data gaps related across SDGs:  The preparation of the index has highlighted data 

gaps related to the SDGs.  As highlighted earlier, SDG India Index does not currently cover 

certain goals such as Goals 12, 13 and 14 largely on account of unavailability of comparable 

data across States and UTs. Even for basic indicators like Maternal Mortality Ratio, data is 

not available for States in the North-East and UT 

 

Sustainable Development Goals: 

 Sustainable development Goals (SDGs) is an intergovernmental agreement formulated to act 

as post 2015 Development agenda, its predecessor being Millennium Development Goals. 

 It is a group of 17 goals with 169 targets and 304 indicators, as proposed by the United 

Nation General Assembly Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals to be 

achieved by 2030.  

 Post negotiations, agenda titled ―Transforming Our World: the 2030 agenda for Sustainable 

Development‖ was adopted at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit.  

 SDGs is the outcome of Rio+20 conference (2012) held in Rio De Janerio and is a non-

binding document. 
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17 Sustainable Development Goals: 

 SDG 1: No Poverty, SDG 2: Zero Hunger, SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being, SDG 4: 

Quality Education,  

 SDG 5: Gender Equality, SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, SDG 7: Affordable and clean 

energy, SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth, SDG 9: Industry, innovation and 

infrastructure, SDG 10: Reduced inequalities,  

 SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities, SDG 12: Responsible production and 

Consumption, SDG 13: Climate actions, SDG 14: Conserve life below water, SDG 15: 

Protect the life on land, SDG 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions, SDG 17: Partnerships 

for the goals 

 

Minimum Support Price Scheme: 

 Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India is the Nodal Ministry for implementation of 

the scheme which will announce Minimum Support Price (MSP) for the selected MFPs with 

the technical support from TRIFED 

 The scheme has been started with the objective of providing fair price to MFP gatherers, 

enhance their income level and ensure sustainable harvesting of MFPs. 

 The Scheme has been implemented in eight States having Schedule areas as listed in the 

Fifth Schedule of the constitution of India. From November 2016, the scheme is applicable 

in all States 

 Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Ltd. (TRIFED) has been 

directed to develop market linkage between state agencies (through State Nodal Department) 

and bulk users and buyers to enable implementation. 

 TRIFED has also introduced the MFPnet portal which is designed to act as an adjunct and a 

catalyst for implementing the scheme of Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Minor Forest 

Produce (MFP). 

 MFPNet portal provides information about TRIFED, MFP trade in India, marketing 

prospects for MFPs, MFP development training and TRIFED‘s retail marketing activities, 

MSP for MFPs and its current status. 
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GST council: 

 Goods & Services Tax Council is a constitutional body for making recommendations to 

the Union and State Government on issues related to Goods and Service Tax. 

 Creation of the GST Council as per Article 279A of One Hundred and First Amendment Act. 

 As per Article 279A (1) of the amended Constitution, the GST Council has to be constituted 

by the President within 60 days of the commencement of Article 279A. 

 As per Article 279A GST Council which will be a joint forum of the Centre and the States, 

shall consist of the following members 

 Union Finance Minister - chairman 

  Union Minister of State in charge of Revenue or Finance - Member 

 Minister in charge of Finance or Taxation or any other Minister nominated by each 

State Government – Member 

 Article 279A (4) -  Council will make recommendations to the Union and the States on 

important issues related to GST, like the goods and services that may be subjected or 

exempted from GST, model GST Laws, principles that govern Place of Supply, threshold 

limits, GST rates including the floor rates with bands, special rates for raising additional 

resources during natural calamities/disasters, special provisions for certain States, etc. 

 The Goods and Services Tax Council shall establish a mechanism to adjudicate any dispute  

 between the Government of India and one or more States; or 

 between the Government of India and any State or States on one side and one or more 

other States on the other side; or 

 

RBI Forms Expert Panel on Economic Capital Framework 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed a six-member expert committee to study its 

economic capital framework headed byBimalJalan. 

 

Need of the panel: 

 The government felt that the RBI‘s reserves exceeded its requirements and these could be 

used for productive purposes such as recapitalizing public sector banks. 
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 The issue of reserves had generated tension, with former governor Patel strongly opposed to 

any transfer of surplus funds. The RBI had transferred Rs 50,000 crore to the government in 

June. 

 

Cabinet approves Amendment in the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 

Act, 2012 

Key features of the Proposed Amendment: 

 The cabinet has approved the amendment in Section-4, Section-5, Section-6, Section-9, 

Section-14, Section-15 and Section-42 of the POSCO Act, 2012 to address the aspects of 

child sexual abuse in an appropriate manner. 

 The modification has been proposed to address the need for stringent measures required to 

deter the rising trend of child sex abuse in the country. 

 The Section-4, Section-5 and Section-6 of the Act are proposed to be amended to provide the 

option of stringent punishment, including the death penalty, for committing aggravated 

penetrative sexual assault crime on a child to protect the children from sexual abuse. 

 The amendment is proposed in section-9 to protect children from sexual offences in times of 

natural calamities and disasters and in cases where children are administered, in any way, 

any hormone or any chemical substance, to attains early sexual maturity for the purpose of 

penetrative sexual assault. 

 The Section-14 and Section-15 of the POCSO Act, 2012 have been proposed to be amended 

to address the menace of the child pornography. It is proposed to levy fine for not destroying 

or deleting or reporting the pornographic material involving a child. 

 The person can be further penalised with jail term or fine or both for transmitting, 

propagating and administrating such material in any manner except for the purpose of 

reporting as may be prescribed and for use as evidence in court 

 The penal provisions have been made more stringent for storing or possessing any 

pornographic material in any form involving a child for a commercial purpose. 

 

Significance: 

 The amendment is expected to discourage the trend of child sexual abuse by acting as a 

deterrent due to strong penal provisions incorporated in the Act. 
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 It may also protect the interest of vulnerable children in times of distress and ensure their 

safety and dignity. 

 The amendment aims to establish clarity regarding the aspects of child abuse and punishment 

thereof. 

 

POCSO Act, 2012: 

 The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted to protect 

the Children from Offences of Sexual Assault, Sexual harassment and pornography with due 

regard for safeguarding the interest and well-being of children below 18 years of age, who 

are deemed as children. 

 The Act for the first time, defined ―penetrative sexual assault‖, ―sexual assault‖ and ―sexual 

harassment‖ 

 The Act defined a child as any person below eighteen years of age. 

 However, the POCSO Act, 2012, which deals with sexual crimes against both girls and boys, 

meant that same offences committed against boys carried lighter punishments. 

 To correct this anomaly, the women and child development ministry wants to amend 

Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the POCSO Act, which will make rape committed against ―any child‖ 

below 12 punishable with death. 

 

CIC gets four Information Commissioners 

Context: 

 The government has appointed four new Information Commissioners in the Central 

Information Commission. 

 

Central Information commission: 

 The Central Information Commission has been constituted with effect from 12-10-2005 

under the Right to Information Act, 2005. The jurisdiction of the Commission extends over 

all Central Public Authorities. 

 

Powers and functions: 

 The Commission has certain powers and functions mentioned in sections 18, 19, 20 and 25 

of the RTI Act, 2005. 
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 These broadly relate to adjudication in second appeal for giving information 

 Direction for record keeping. 

 Suomotu disclosures receiving and enquiring into a complaint on inability to file RTI, etc. 

 Imposition of penalties and Monitoring and Reporting including preparation of an Annual 

Report. 

 The decisions of the Commission are final and binding. 

 

Composition: 

 The Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10 

Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of India. 

 CIC and members are appointed by the President of India on the recommendation of a 

committee consisting of—Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the 

LokSabha, a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister 

 

PM Modi renames three islands of Andaman Nicobar 

Context: 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi Sunday announced renaming of three islands of Andaman and 

Nicobar on the occasion of 75th anniversary of Tricolour hoisting by NetajiSubhas Chandra 

Bose here. 

 

Renaming of 3 Islands: 

 The Ross Island was renamed as NetajiSubhas Chandra Bose Dweep 

 Neil Island would now be known as ShaheedDweep 

 Havelock Island as SwarajDweep 

 

Historical Background - December 30: 

 On this day in 1943, Bose had suggested that Andaman and Nicobar Islands be renamed as 

Shahid and SwarajDweep respectively.  

 During the World War II, the Japanese had captured the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and 

Netaji came here as the Azad Hind Fauz led by him was an ally of the Japanese force.  

 This year marks 75 years of the event. 

https://cic.gov.in/second-appeal
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G20 summit: India presents 9-point agenda on fugitive economic offenders 

Context: 

India has presented a nine-point programme to take action against fugitive economic 

offenders at the ongoing G20 Summit in Argentina. 

 

The agenda includes: 

 Cooperation in legal processes such as effective freezing of the proceeds of crime, early 

return of offenders and efficient repatriation of the proceeds of crime should be enhanced 

and streamlined 

  Joint efforts to be made by G20 countries to form a mechanism that denies entry and safe 

havens to fugitive economic offenders. 

 There is need for the ―effective‖ implementation of the principles of the United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) and the United Nations Convention Against 

Transnational Organised Crime (UNOTC). 

 Financial Action Task Force (FATF) should be called upon to assign priority and focus on 

establishing international cooperation, leading to timely and comprehensive exchange of 

information between competent authorities and financial intelligence units. 

 FATF should be tasked to formulate a standard definition of fugitive economic offenders. 

 FATF should also develop a set of commonly agreed and standardized procedures related to 

identification, extradition and judicial proceedings for dealing with fugitive economic 

offenders to provide guidance and assistance to G20 countries, subject to their domestic law 

 There is need for setting up of a common platform ―for sharing experiences and best 

practices including successful cases of extradition, gaps in existing systems of extradition 

and legal assistance.‖ 

 The G20 forum should consider initiating work on locating properties of economic offenders 

who have a tax debt in the country of their residence for its recovery. 

G20 summit: India, Russia, China hold trilateral after 12 years 

Context: 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir 

Putin held the trilateral meeting on Friday. 
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 On the sidelines of the G-20 summit, the three countries had trilateral meeting  after a gap of 

12 years, to discuss cooperation in various areas. 

 

Trilateral Meeting: 

 The three leaders exchanged views on expanding mutual cooperation in international 

forums, and to encourage greater interaction among the three countries. 

 They agreed on the importance of reform andstrengthening of multilateral institutions 

that had benefited the world, including the United Nations, WTO and well-established as 

well as new global financial institutions. 

 The three leaders agreed to have regular consultations to jointly promote international and 

regional peace and stability, to strengthen cooperation through BRICS, the SCO and the 

East Asia Summit (EAS) mechanisms. 

 They also agreed to to address global challenges such as terrorism and climate change, 

and to encourage peaceful resolution of all differences. 

 They also acknowledged the importance of cooperation in RIC format and agreed to hold 

further such trilateral meetings on multilateral occasions. 

 

India to host G20 summit in 2022 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India's 

interests 

 

Context: 

 India will host the G20 summit in 2022, to coincide with the 75th year of its Independence, 

Prime ministerModi made the announcement at the closing ceremony of the two-day summit 

held in Argentina‘s capital. 

 It will be the first meet of the global grouping in India. 

 Italy was to host the international forum in 2022.  

 Modi said he had requested Italy if it can host the summit in 2021 and allow India to host the 

G-20 countries for their annual summit in 2022. 

G20: 

 Formed in 1999. 

  G20 is an international forum of the governments and central bank governors from 20 major 
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economies. 

 Collectively, the G20 economies account for around 85 percent of the Gross World Product 

(GWP), 80 percent of world trade. 

 To tackle the problems or the address issues that plague the world, the heads of governments 

of the G20 nations periodically participate in summits. In addition to it, the group also hosts 

separate meetings of the finance ministers and foreign ministers. 

 The G20 has no permanent staff of its own and its chairmanship rotates annually between 

nations divided into regional groupings. 

 The first G20 Summit was held in Berlin in December 1999 and was hosted by the finance 

ministers of Germany and Canada. 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

 The Group was formed with an aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level 

discussion of policy issues pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability. 

 The forum aims to pre-empt balance of payments problems and turmoil on financial markets 

by improved coordination of monetary, fiscal, and financial policies. 

 The forum seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any one 

organisation. 

 

Members: 

 G20 consist of 19 individual countries plus the European Union (EU). 

 The 19 member countries of the forum are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 

France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 

South Korea, Turkey, United Kingdom and the United States. 

 The European Union is represented by the European Commission and by the European 

Central Bank. 

 

EX SHINYUU Maitri-2018 

Context: 

 Bilateral air exercise SHINYUU Maitri-18 commenced on 03 December 2018, between The 

Japanese Air Self Defence Force (JASDF) and Indian Air Force. 
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 The theme of the exercise is joint Mobility/Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster Relief 

(HADR) on Transport aircraft. 

 The focus of the exercise is set for the IAF and JASDF crews to undertake Joint Mobility/ 

HADR operations 

OPEC: 

 OPEC stands for Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

 OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization, created at the Baghdad Conference 

on September 10–14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

 HQ : Vienna 

 

Member states:  

 Algeria, Angola, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, 

Qatar, Republic of the Congo, Saudi Arabia (the de facto leader), United Arab Emirates, and 

Venezuela. 
 

OPEC‟s objective:  

 To co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to secure 

fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply of 

petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the 

industry. 

 It operates on the principle of unanimity, and one member, one vote 

 As of 2018, the 15 countries accounted for an estimated 44 percent of global oil production 

and 81.5 percent of the world's "proven" oil reserves, giving OPEC a major influence on 

global oil prices that were previously determined by American-dominated multinational oil 

companies. 

 OPEC sets production targets for its member nations and generally, when OPEC production 

targets are reduced, oil prices increase 
 

CoP24: 

 The 24th meeting of Conference of Parties (COP-24) to United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) began at Katowice, Poland. 
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 COP-24 is expected to �nalise guidelines for implementation of Paris Agreement adopted in 

2016. 

 COP is the supreme decision-making body of United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC). All States that are Parties to UNFCCC are represented at COP. 

 At COP, all parties review implementation of Convention and take decisions necessary to 

promote the effective implementation of Convention and take decisions necessary to 

promote the effective implementation of Convention. 

 

INDRA NAVY 2018 

Context: 

 Russian Federation Navy (RuFN) Ships arrived Visakhapatnam to participate in INDRA 

NAVY, the bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Russian Federation. 

 The 10th edition of exercise INDRA NAVY will be conducted at/off Visakhapatnam from 

09 to 16 December 2018. 

 

Riyadh declaration 

Context: 

 The 39
th

 session of the GCC summit was held recently in Riyadh. At the end of the 

summit, the council issued the „Riyadh Declaration‟, which included 72 items covering 

matters related to the Gulf countries, the region and the world. 

 

Highlights of the summit: 

 The summit welcomed the announcement by the UAE and Saudi Arabia to set up a 

coordination council and to adopt a strategy for economic, development and military 

integration. 

 It also hailed the establishment of the Saudi Kuwaiti coordination council. 

 

40Th summit: 

 The 40th Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) summit will be held in the United Arab 

Emirates, according to a communique issued at the end of the 39th summit in Riyadh 

 Gulf Cooperation Council was formed in 1981 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
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 Headquarter:- Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

 six member states of the GCC: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain ,Oman, Kuwait 

 

Objective:  

 To effect coordination, integration and inter-connection between Member States in all 

fields in order to achieve unity between them.  

 To deepen and strengthen relations, links and areas of cooperation now prevailing between 

their peoples in various fields.   

 To formulate similar regulations in various fields including the following:  

 Economic and financial affairs  

 Commerce, customs and communications  

 Education and culture  

 

India, France review pact to build nuclear reactors 

Context: 

 India and France on Saturday held discussions on deepening the bilateral strategic 

partnership through cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, defence, space and civil nuclear 

energy sectors. 

 

More about the news: 

 France and India are celebrating the 20th anniversary of their strategic partnership this year.  

 Both the countries also reviewed the progress of a preliminary pact to build six nuclear 

power plants producing 10 gigawatts of energy to power Asia‘s third-largest economy. 

 The two sides also agreed to ―launch projects together in Africa, particularly in the area of 

sustainable development in connection with the International Solar Alliance(ISA) 

 

Cooperation in Nuclear power plant 

 The six nuclear power reactors that France is planning to construct at Jaitapur in Maharashtra 

will ―account for a total capacity of almost 10 GW, which is a significant contribution to 

India‘s aim of producing 40% of its electricity from non-fossil fuels by 2030, in keeping with 

its commitments made ahead of the Paris Climate Conference. 
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 The Jaitapur project will also contribute to Make in India as it involves transfers of 

production, technology, joint research and training. 

 

Background: 

 In March, India and France inked an agreement to expedite the Jaitapur nuclear power plant 

project, with the aim of commencing work at the site by year-end. 

 The Indo-French nuclear agreement was signed in 2008 to build a nuclear power plant in 

Jaitapur, some 600 km south of Mumbai. The power plant will have six reactors with a 

capacity of 1,650 MW each 

 

India to hold talks with RCEP nations 

Issue that needs resolution: 

 RCEP members want India to eliminate or significantly reduce customs duties on maximum 

number of goods it traded globally. India's huge domestic market provides immense 

opportunity of exports for the member countries. 

 Number of goods on which import duties should be completely eliminated and norms to relax 

services trade. 

 

 

India's Argument: 

 India wants to have a balanced RECP trade agreement as it would cover 40 per cent of the 

global GDP and over 42 per cent of the world's population. 

 lower level of ambitions in services and investments, a key area of interest for India, does not 

augur well for the agreement that seeks to be comprehensive in nature. 

 India has trade deficit with as many as 10 RCEP members, including China, South Korea 

and Australia, among others. 

 China‘s exports to India are almost six times that of India‘s, with stiff tariff and non-

tariff barriers blocking Indian imports and investment 

  Further market opening – especially to China – will handicap India‘s industrial 

growth. 

 Another area where India can be particularly vulnerable is agri products. The huge 

concessions being sought by Australia in agri products can be an extremely sensitive issue 
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for India‘s farmers. Indian farmers need support from the government in view of their low 

productivity and low income levels 

 

Mekedatu: 

 Mekedatu project - set up by the Karnataka government, the project is near Mekedatu, in 

Ramanagara district, across the river Cauvery 

 Its proposed capacity is 48 TMC (thousand million cubic feet).  

 Its primary objective is to supply drinking water to Bengaluru and recharge the groundwater 

table in the region. 

 In November 2014, the Karnataka government invited expressions of interest in the Rs 

6,000-crore project 

 

President‟s Rule in J&K from today 

Context: 

 As Jammu and Kashmir completed six months under Governor‘s rule, President Ram 

NathKovind on Wednesday imposed President‘s rule in the state. 

 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana to have separate high courts 

Context: 

 Following a Supreme Court order to the Centre to notify the bifurcation of the Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana High Courts by January 1, President Ram NathKovind on 

Wednesday ordered the separation of the ―common‖ Hyderabad High Court into the separate 

High Courts of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

 

More about the news: 

 Indian President ordered the separation of the ―common‖ Hyderabad High Court into the two 

separate High Courts of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

 The Presidential notification as per the Article 214 of the Constitution provides that there 

shall be a High Court for each State. 

 Under the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2014, both States were to have a common 

high court, till separate ones were formed. 
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 The principal seat of the Andhra Pradesh High Court is Amaravati, the capital of the State. 

The High Court in Hyderabad will function separately as the High Court of the State of 

Telangana. 

 Sixteen HC judges, including Justice Ramesh Ranganathan, who is now the Chief Justice of 

the Uttarakhand High Court, shall become judges of the Andhra Pradesh High Court from 

January 1. 

 The new Telangana High Court will have a sanctioned strength of 10 judges. 

  

High court: 

 The judiciary in the states consists of a High Court and a system of subordinate courts below 

it. 

 The High Court is at the apex of the judiciary in the state. 

 Article 214 provides for High Court for each state but there can be common High Courts for 

two or more states established by Parliament under Article 231. 

 Under Article 230 the jurisdiction of High Court can be extended to the Union Territories 

also. 

A High Court may also have one or more benches of itself within the area of its territorial 

jurisdiction. 

 

COP24 summit: „Developed nations likely to fall way short of 2020 emission targets‟ 

Context: 

UN climate change agency said, he developed countries may collectively fall 40 per cent 

short of achieving their 2020 target for lowering their Earth-warming greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 The UN Framework Convention for Climate Change (UNFCCC), in a report released at the 

climate summit in Poland, said emissions from developed countries are projected to decrease 

by 11 per cent from 1990 to 2020 if all planned climate actions are implemented, against the 

original 18 per cent target. 

 The report said developed countries emissions decreased by 13 per cent between 1990 and 

2016, but are expected to increase by 1.9 per cent from 2016 to 2020. 
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 These targets for the developed countries for the pre-2020 period are governed by the 

1997 Kyoto Protocol and will expire in 2020, after which the Paris Agreement will take 

over. 

 In the Kyoto framework, only the developed countries, responsible for the overwhelming 

majority of emissions over the last 150 years, were assigned specific emission reduction 

targets. 

 However, In the Paris architecture, no country is assigned any target and everyone 

decided their own the climate actions 
 

India‟s Argument: 

 India and other developing countries have been arguing that the emission gap created by the 

developed nations in pre-2020 period will eventually fall upon everyone to fulfill, and want 

to guard against this scenario. 

 At a recent meeting in New Delhi, the four countries which go under the name of BASIC 

group (Brazil, South Africa, India and China) had stressed that these emission gaps must 

not present any ―additional burden to developing countries in the post-2020 world‖, and 

therefore, proposed that the developed countries must be made to carry over their unachieved 

targets beyond 2020 and finish them by 2023. 

 

UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change: 

 International environmental treaty that came into existence under the aegis of UN. 

 Signed - May 1992 

 Location - New York city U.S.A 

 UNFCCC is negotiated at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED). 

 UNCED is informally known as the Earth Summit 1992, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Role: UNFCCC provides a framework for negotiating specific international treaties (called 

―protocols‖) that aim to set binding limits on greenhouse gases. 

Objective of UNFCCC: Stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that 

would prevent dangerous consequences. 
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Legal Effect: Treaty is considered legally non-binding: The treaty itself set no binding limits on 

greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries. 

 

Kyoto Protocol: 

 The Kyoto Protocol commits its signatories by setting internationally binding emission 

reduction targets.  

  The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into 

force on 16 February 2005.  

 The detailed rules for the implementation of the Protocol were adopted at COP 7 in 

Marrakesh, Morocco, in 2001, and are referred to as the "Marrakesh Accords." 

 Its first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012.   

 Recognizing that developed countries are principally responsible for the current high levels 

of GHG emissions in the atmosphere as a result of more than 150 years of industrial activity, 

the Protocol places a heavier burden on developed nations under the principle of "common 

but differentiated responsibilities. 

 Kyoto Protocol is the only global treaty with binding limits on GHG emissions. 

 

1st International Conference on Sustainable Water Management 

Context: 

The first International Conference under the aegis of National Hydrology Project, Union 

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation is being organised by 

Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMB) during 10-11 December, 2018 at Indian School of 

Business (ISB), Mohali. 

Theme : ‗Sustainable Water Management‘. 

Aim of the Conference: 

 To Foster the participation of and dialogue between various stakeholders, including 

governments, the scientific and academic communities, so as to promote sustainable policies 

for water management 
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 To create awareness of water-related problems, motivate commitment at the highest level for 

their solution and thus promote better management of water resources at local, regional, 

national and international levels. 

 To bring advancement in water management system to further reduce flood and draughts all 

over the Globe 

 

Cyclonic storm „Gaja‟ brings back avians to Pulicat Lake 

Context: 

 The cyclonic storm, ‗Gaja‘ has turned out to be a blessing for the migratory birds, which 

have made it to the Pulicatlake, the second largest brackish water lagoon in the country. 

 

More about the news: 

 The prolonged dry spell, the lake had not been attracting many winged visitors till last 

month, disappointing avid bird watchers. 

 But the cyclone-induced rain in the district, including in the catchment areas, has brought 

inflows to the lake near Sullurupeta.As a result, the migratory birds are back in the water 

body, which is on the A.P.- Tamil Nadu border. 

 As a result, the migratory birds are back in the water body, which is on the A.P.- Tamil Nadu 

border. 

 

National Tiger Conservation Authority‟s (NTCA): 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority is a statutory body under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change constituted under enabling provisions of the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

 This was amended in 2006, for strengthening tiger conservation, as per powers and functions 

assigned to it under the said Act. 

 

Objective: 

 Providing statutory authority to Project Tiger so that compliance of its directives become 

legal. 

 Fostering accountability of Center-State in management of Tiger Reserves, by providing a 

basis for MoU with States within our federal structure. 
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 Providing for an oversight by Parliament. 

 Addressing livelihood interests of local people in areas surrounding Tiger Reserves. 

 

KandhamalHaldi likely to get GI tag 

OdishaKandhamalHaldi (turmeric), famous for its healing properties, is a few steps away from 

receiving GI tag as the Geographical Indications Journal has advertised its application seeking 

objections. 
 

Background: 

 Kandhamal Apex Spices Association for Marketing, based at the district headquarter town of 

Phulbani, had moved for registration ‗KandhamalHaldi‘ which was accepted under sub-

section (1) of Section 13 of the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 

Protection) Act, 1999. 
 

KandhamalHaldi: 

 KandhamalHaldi is organic and is cultivated since ages. 

 It is environmentally resilient and grows in adverse climatic conditions. 

 Kandhamal Turmeric contains special values having high potential for medicinal and 

industrial use. 

 While it is easily distinguished from other varieties, its property such as curcumin, 

oleoresin and volatile are very much useful for household, cosmetic and medicinal use. 

 

Kaiga n-power unit creates world record 

Context: 

 The indigenously developed Kaiga Atomic Power Station (KAPS) has created a world record 

for the longest uninterrupted operation of 941 days, breaking the earlier record of 940 days 

by the Heysham plant in the United Kingdom. 

 The same unit had set a world record in October this year, by operating uninterrupted for 894 

days among Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWR 

 

Kaiga Atomic Power Station: 

 Kaiga Generating Station is a nuclear power generating station situated at Kaiga, near the 

river Kali, in Uttar Kannada district of Karnataka. 
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 The plant has been in operation since March 2000 and is operated by the Nuclear Power 

Corporation of India. 

 The plant services India's southern grid and provides power to five states (Karnataka, Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Pondicherry). 

 It is an indigenous PHWR fuelled by domestic fuel (uranium).  

 

Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWR): 

 This uses unenriched natural uranium as its fuel. 

 Uses heavy water (deuterium oxide D2O) as its coolant and neutron moderator. 

 The heavy water coolant is kept under pressure, allowing it to be heated to higher 

temperatures without boiling, much as in a pressurized water reactor. 

 While heavy water is significantly more expensive than ordinary light water, it creates 

greatly enhanced neutron economy, allowing the reactor to operate without fuel-enrichment 

facilities (offsetting the additional expense of the heavy water) and enhancing the ability of 

the reactor to make use of alternate fuel cycles. 

 India‘s first PHWR was constructed at Rawatbhata in Rajasthan in technical cooperation 

with the Atomic Energy Canada Ltd (AECL). 

 However, the Canada‘s support was immediately withdrawn after India‘s first nuclear 

experiment at Pokhran in 1974. 

 PHWR units are in operation in Rawatbhata, Kaiga, Kakrapar, Kalpakkam and Narora. 

 

Advantages: 

 It can be operated without expensive uranium enrichment facilities. 

 The mechanical arrangement places most of the moderator at lower temperatures. The 

resulting thermal neutrons are ―more thermal‖ making PHWR more efficient. So, PHWR 

uses fuel more efficiently. 

 Since unenriched uranium fuel accumulates a lower density of fission products than enriched 

uranium fuel, it generates less heat, allowing more compact storage. 

Disadvantages: 

 The reduced energy content of natural uranium as compared to enriched uranium necessitates 

more frequent replacement of fuel. 
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 The increased rate of fuel movement through the reactor also results in higher volumes of 

spent fuel than in LWRs employing enriched uranium. 

 

Nuclear proliferation and PHWR: 

 Opponents of heavy-water reactors suggest that such reactors pose a much greater risk of 

nuclear proliferation than comparable light water reactors. 

 Natural Uranium-238 fissile [because enrichment is not required] of a heavy-water reactor is 

converted into plutonium-239, a fissile material suitable for use in nuclear weapons. 

 As a result, if the fuel of a heavy-water reactor is changed frequently, significant amounts of 

weapons-grade plutonium can be chemically extracted from the irradiated natural uranium 

fuel by nuclear reprocessing [Pakistan is pretty good at this]. 

 In this way, the materials necessary to construct a nuclear weapon can be obtained without 

any uranium enrichment. 

 In addition, the use of heavy water as a moderator results in the production of small amounts 

of tritium when the deuterium nuclei in the heavy water absorb neutrons. 

 Tritium is essential for the production of boosted fission weapons, which in turn enable the 

easier production of thermonuclear weapons, including neutron bombs. 

 The proliferation risk of heavy-water reactors was demonstrated when India produced the 

plutonium for Operation Smiling Buddha, its first nuclear weapon test, by extraction from 

the spent fuel of a heavy-water research reactor known as the CIRUS reactor 

 

India ranks 108th in WEF gender gap index 2018 

India‟s position: 

 India was ranked 108th in the Global Gender Gap Index 2018, same as it was ranked in 

2017.In terms of economic opportunity and participation, India ranked 142nd out of 149 

countries. Moreover, India continued to rank third-lowest in the world on health and 

survival, remaining the world's least-improved country on this subindex. 

 Though India made no improvement in the overall gender gap ranking, it recorded 

improvement in wage equality and managed to fully close its tertiary education gender gap 

for the first time. 

 Among other South Asian countries, India fetched fourth place with top 3 being Bangladesh 

(48th), Sri Lanka (100th) and Nepal (105th). 
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 South Asia is the second-lowest-scoring region, with a remaining gender gap of 34.2%, 

ahead of the Middle East and North Africa, and behind sub-Saharan Africa 

 The Gender Gap Index 2018 was topped by Iceland, having closed more than 85.8 percent of 

its overall gender gap. 

 Nordic countries dominated the top spots in the index with Norway ranked at 2nd, Sweden at 

3rd, and Finland at 4th. 

 Other countries rounding of the top-10 were Nicaragua (5th), Rwanda (6th), New Zealand 

(7th), the Philippines (8th), Ireland (9th) and Namibia (10th).  

 Among the G20 group of countries, France leads in 12th place, followed by Germany (14th), 

United Kingdom (15th), Canada (16th) and South Africa (19th), United States (51st), and six 

countries below 100- China (103rd), India (108th), Japan (110th), Korea (115th) Turkey 

(130th) and Saudi Arabia (141st). 

 

A bridge across the Brahmaputra 

Context: 

 Bogibeel, the longest railroad bridge of India, spanning nearly five-km across the 

Brahmaputra link Dibrugarh with North Lakhimpur district of Assam and parts of eastern 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Sixty-eight years after being ravaged by a devastating earthquake and the ensuing floods, 

Dibrugarh is reclaiming its lost glory. 

 It used to be a thriving centre of the plantation industry during the colonial times. For the 

people of the region, it remains a hub of higher education and medical treatment. 

 However, for decades, the only recourse for people to cross the Brahmaputra would be to 

chug along for over an hour, in a diesel-propelled ferry, which would also carry their 

vehicles and goods, even cattle. 

 

Significance of the Bridge: 

 Commissioning the bridge has reduced the journey time across the river to less than five 

minutes, bringing relief to people living in these remote parts. 
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 The single biggest factor which has shackled the development of the Northeast region is the 

absence of robust connectivity. 

 The iconic BhupenHazarika bridge over the Lohitriver was commissioned recently by the 

prime minister. 

 A 7.5 km long bridge over the Dibangriver was dedicated to the nation a few days ago. 

 The Trans Arunachal Highway has seen considerable progress, especially in the eastern part 

of the state. 

 An airport has been commissioned at Pasighat, barely two hours away from Dibrugarh. 

 One of the most pristine parts of Arunachal Pradesh has now become accessible to the rest of 

the world. 

 

BRAHMOS Supersonic Cruise Missile: 

 Supersonic cruise missile 

 Designed and developed by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture of India and Russia 

 It has derived its name from the names of two rivers, India‟s Brahmaputra River and 

Russia‟s Moskva River. 

 It operates on fire and forget principal 

 Capable of being launched from land, sea, sub-sea and air against sea and land targets 

 It is two-stage missile, the first one being solid and the second one ramjet liquid propellant. 

 BrahMos missile has been inducted into the Indian Army , Navy and Air Force. 

 

AKASH: 

 Akash is a mid-range surface-to-air missile (SAM). 

 It is medium range nuclear capable supersonic missile. 

  It has been indigenously developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) under Integrated Guided-Missile Development Programme (IGMDP). 

 It is multi target, multi directional, all weather air-defence missile system consisting of 

surveillance and tracking radars for defending vulnerable areas against medium range air 

targets penetrating from low, medium and high altitudes.  

 It has supersonic speeds ranging from Mach 2.8 to 3.5. 
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Spyder: 

 Spyder (Surface-to-air PYthon and DERby) is an acquired missile system from Israel which 

is a short-range, quick reaction surface-to-air missile. 

 It comprises two missiles- Python and Derby, with an active onboard radar which makes the 

Spyder system more lethal. Both the missiles are smokeless which makes it harder to detect 

them visually. 

 It can neutralise enemy targets up to a distance of 15 km and at heights between 20 and 9000 

metres. 

 Besides aircraft and UAVs, it can also neutralise low-level cruise missiles. 

 It is an all-weather missile which has an automatic process of engaging an aggressive aircraft 

or missile. 

 Spyder is shorter than India‘s indigenously developed surface-to-air ‗Akash‘ missile, which 

has a strike range of 25 km. 

5.8-tonne GSAT-11 ready for launch 

Context: 

 The country's heaviest satellite Gsat-11 is finally set for the launch from French Guiana by 

Europe's Ariane-5 rocket early on Wednesday morning 

 

GSAT 11: 

 GSAT-11 is the next generation high throughput communication satellite 

 It is the heaviest satellite built by ISRO. 

 GSAT-11 will play a vital role in providing broadband services across the country.  

 It will also provide a platform to demonstrate new generation applications 

 

Details of the launch: 

 The satellite will be initially placed in the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit and will 

subsequently be raised to Geostationary Orbit by firing the Liquid Apogee Motor onboard 

the satellite. 

 GSAT-11 will be located at 74° East and is the fore-runner in a series of advanced 

communications satellite with multi-spot beam antenna coverage over Indian mainland and 

Islands. 

 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs December 2018 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  

 Page 47 
 

4 Satellites for higher Internet speed: 

 Launch of four high-throughput satellites (Gsats 19, 29, 11, 20) will provide the country 

broadband connectivity of over 100 gigabits per second. 

 Of the four, two satellites Gsat-19 (June 2017) and Gsat-29 (November 2018) have already 

been launched. 

 Gsat-11 will be launched on December 05.  

 Gsat-20 launch has been scheduled next year. 

 All these satellites will provide high-speed internet connectivity in the country, especially in 

rural areas, and help bridge the digital divide. 
 

Background: 

 Gsat-11 was initially scheduled for a March-April launch. However, after the failed mission 

of Gsat-6A satellite in April, ISRO recalled it from French Guiana.  

 The agency suspected that a glitch in the electrical circuit could have been behind the signal 

loss from Gsat-6A, which was launched on March 29.  

 Fearing Gsat-11 would meet the same fate, Isro recalled the rocket to check for anomalies. 

But after a series of tests, it found that all systems were working fine. 
 

International Space station: 

 The International Space Station is a large spacecraft. It orbits around Earth. It is a home 

where astronauts live. 

 The space station is also a science lab.  

 It orbits Earth at an average altitude of approximately 250 miles. It travels at 17,500 mph. 

This means it orbits Earth every 90 minutes. 

 Built by 15 different countries and overseen by 5 space agencies, among them NASA, 

Russia‘s Roscosmos agency, the European Space Agency, the Canadian Space Agency and 

the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

Successful Test Firing of Long-Range Missile Agni V 

Context: 

Agni V, a long-range surface-to-surface Nuclear Capable Ballistic missile, was successfully 

launched from a canister on a road-mobile launcher at the Dr Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of 

Odisha. 
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Agni v: 

 It is an intercontinental ballistic missile 

 It is three-stage solid propellant nuclear-capable missile 

 It is a surface-to-surface missile 

 Developed by DRDO 

 Range: 5500-5800km 

 Engine : 3 stage solid fuel 

 Capable of carrying nuclear warheads of over one tonne 

 It carries Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicles (MIRV) payloads. A single 

MIRV equipped missile that can deliver multiple warheads at different targets. 

 It is also a fire and forget missile, which once fired cannot be stopped, except by interceptor 

missile which only US, Russia and Israel have. 

 

NASA‟s Hubble Space Telescope: 

 The Hubble Space Telescope is a telescope that captures images while in space 

 It was launched into a low-Earth orbit in 1990 and is still fully operational 

 The advantage of Hubble is that it takes photos from outside of Earth's atmosphere 

 This means distortion from the atmosphere is removed, allowing for more accurate image 

capture 

 Nasa's Hubble has captured some of most detailed images of space ever recorded 

 The Hubble telescope was also able to accurately determine the rate at which the universe 

was expanding 

 Hubble is also the only telescope that was designed to be serviced by astronauts in space 

 Five different missions have been launched to repair, upgrade or replace parts of the Hubble 

telescope 

 It's believed that the Hubble telescope could continue working until 2040 

But its successor – the James Webb Space Telescope – is already set for launch in March 2021 
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SRO‟s GSAT-7A to add muscle to Air Force 

Context: 

 The 35th communication satellite of India, GSAT-7A, is all set to be launched from the 

SatishDhawan Space Center, Sriharikota on December 19. 

 This will be the second launch of Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) in 

December, after the GSAT-11 - the heaviest satellite by ISRO. 

 

GSAT - 7A: 

 The satellite, which weighs a total of 2,250 kgs, Although all Indian communication 

satellites offer capacity to the armed forces. 

 GSAT-7A will be the first one built primarily for the IAF to qualitatively unify its assets and 

improve combined, common intelligence during operations. 

 About 70% of it would be for the Air Force and the rest for the needs of the Army 

 The satellite using Ku band will enable superior real time aircraft-to-aircraft communication; 

and between planes that are in flight and their commanders on the ground. 

 Gsat-7A will also boost drone operations as it will help the navy upgrade from existing 

ground control stations to satellite-control of military unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).  

 Gsat-7A will have a lifetime of nine years. 

 Gsat-7A will be the second satellite dedicated to the military. Earlier, Isro had launched 

Gsat-7 or Rukmini on September 29, 2013 exclusively for the Navy.  

 Rukmini has helped the Navy monitor the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) as the satellite has a 

nearly 2,000 nautical mile ‗footprint‘ and provides real-time inputs to Indian warships, 

submarines and maritime aircraft. 

 

More about the launch: 

 GSAT-7A will be launched aboard the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) - 

F11 from the second launch pad of SatishDhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. 

 ISRO sources said that dependent on weather conditions GSAT-7A will be launched to orbit 

on December 19.  

 This will be the eight launch of ISRO this year. 
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GSLV - F11: 

 GSLV – F11 is ISRO‘s fourth generation launch vehicle with three stages. 

 A solid rocket motor at the core form the first stage. The second stage is equipped with high 

thrust engine using liquid fuel. The Cryogenic Upper Stage forms the third and final stage of 

the vehicle.  

 The GSAT-7A incorporates chemical propulsion system to provide an operational mission 

life of a minimum of eight years. 

 Chemical propulsion will be used for orbit raising as well as for on orbit attitude correction 

operations. Sufficient redundancy is built into the Spacecraft for continued service. 

 

Military satellites: 

 Currently, there are 320 military satellites currently orbiting the earth, with the US owning 

half of them, followed by Russia and China. 

 Of late, China, considered to be India‘s biggest rival, has taken huge strides in developing 

military assets in space, testing even ASAT (anti-satellite) weapons against ―low-earth 

satellites‖ in January 17. 

 India, on the other hand, currently possesses around 13 military satellites. 

 Most of these remote-sensing satellites like Cartosat-series and Risat satellites are 

placed in the near-earth orbit which help in better scanning of the earth.  

 However, some of these military satellites have also been put in the geo orbit.  

 The forces use these satellites for surveillance, navigation and communication 

purpose.  

 The remote sensing satellites had also helped the military in the surgical strike against 

Pakistan to destroy terror launchpads. 

 

Future Launch of ISRO: 

  In January, there will be a PSLV launch  

 Then communication satellite Gsat-31 will be launched from French Guiana that will 

replace INSAT 4CR, whose end of life is expected soon. 

 Chandrayaan-2 mission in January, whose launch window is from January 3 to February 

13. 
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GSLV - F11: 

 GSLV-F11 is the 13th flight of India‘s Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) 

and its 7th flight with indigenous Cryogenic Upper Stage (CUS). 

 GSLV – F11 is ISRO‘s fourth generation launch vehicle with three stages. The four liquid 

strap-ons and a solid rocket motor at the core form the first stage. The second stage of the 

vehicle is equipped with high thrust engine using liquid fuel. The Cryogenic Upper Stage 

forms the third and final stage of the vehicle. 

 GSAT-7A with a lift-off mass of 2250 kg, is a geostationary satellite carrying 

communication transponders in Ku-band.  

 The Satellite is built to provide communication capability to the users over the Indian region. 

 

GSAT - 7A: 

 GSAT-7A is the 35th Indian Communication satellite built by ISRO.  

 GSAT-7A Spacecraft is configured on ISRO‘s standard I-2000 Kg (I-2K) Bus.  

 The Satellite is built to provide communication capability to the users in Ku-band over the 

Indian region. 

  Gsat-7A will be the second communication satellite dedicated to the military. Earlier, Isro 

had launched Gsat-7 or Rukmini in September 2013 for the Navy. 

 Rukmini has not only helped the naval force monitor the Indian Ocean Region but also 

provided real-time inputs to warships, submarines and maritime planes. 

 

International Year of Millets in 2023 

Context: 

 Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare Shri Radha Mohan Singh has said that 

the 160th session of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Council, currently 

underway in Rome, approved India‘s proposal to observe an International Year of Millets in 

2023. 

 In addition, the FAO Council also approved India‘s membership to the Executive Board of 

the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) for 2020 and 2021. 
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Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) : 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is specialized agency of the United Nations 

that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.  

 Founded :- 16 October 1945 

 Headquarter:- Rome, Italy 

 Goal:  To achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access to 

enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 

 

HORNBILL FESTIVAL  

The Union Home Minister inaugurated the hugely popular Hornbill Festival 2018 in 

Kohima, coinciding with the Formation Day of Nagaland. 

PRAYAGRAJ KUMBH MELA 2019 

KumbhMela is a religious pilgrimage that is celebrated four times over a course of 12 years. 

The geographical location of KumbhMela spans over four locations in India and the Mela site keeps 

rotating between one of the four pilgrimage places on four sacred rivers as listed below:  

1. Haridwar on the Ganges in Uttarakhand.  

2. Ujjain on the Shipra in Madhya Pradesh.  

3. Nashik on the Godavari in Maharashtra.  

4. Prayagrajatthe confluence ofthe Ganges, the Yamuna, and the mythical Sarasvati in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 

TANSEN SAMMAN 

The prestigious ‗National TansenSamman‘ is a musical award conferred to the exponents of 

Hindustani music. This award carries a cash prize of Rs. 2 Lakh along with a memento.  

 The Tansen Music Festival is organised every year by Madhya Pradesh culture department in 

the memory of Tansen, one of the greatest artists in Indian history. It is held annually in 

Gwalior. 
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About Tansen:  

 He was a prominent figure of Hindustani classical music.  

 He began his career and spent most of his adult life in the court and patronage of the Hindu 

king of Rewa, Raja Ramchandra Singh (1555–1592), where Tansen‘s musical abilities and 

studies gained widespread fame. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITIZENSHIP RULES, 2009 

Context:  

Union Home Ministry has notified amendments to the Citizenship Rules, 2009. The Centre 

has made the changes under Section 18 of the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

Changes:  

 The amendments seek to include a separate column in the citizenship form for applicants 

belonging to six minority communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.  

 Under the amendments, a separate entry in the form will ask the applicant: ―Do you belong 

to one of the minority communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan — Hindus, 

Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis, Sikhs and Christians?‖ What necessitated this?  

 The contentious Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, is pending in Parliament. A 

parliamentary committee has been examining the Bill.  

 It has run into strong resistance in Assam because it will pave the way for giving citizenship 

mostly to illegal Hindu migrants from Bangladesh in Assam, who came after March 1971, in 

violation of the 1985 Assam Accord. What is the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016? 

 The Citizenship Amendment Bill was proposed in LokSabha on July 19, amending the 

Citizenship Act of 1955.  

 If this Bill is passed in Parliament, illegal migrants from certain minority communities 

coming from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan will then be eligible for Indian 

citizenship 

 In short, illegal migrants belonging to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian 

religious communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan would not be imprisoned 

or deported.  
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 Moreover, these citizens gain permanent citizenship after six years of residency in India 

instead of 11 years — as mentioned in the Citizenship Act (1955). 

 The registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may get cancelled if they 

violate any law. What is the Citizenship Act 1995? 

 Under Article 9 of the Indian Constitution, a person who voluntarily acquires citizenship of 

any other country is no longer an Indian citizen.  

 Citizenship by descent: Persons born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, but before 

December 10, 1992, are citizens of India by descent if their father was a citizen of India at 

the time of their birth.  

 From December 3, 2004, onwards, persons born outside of India shall not be considered 

citizens of India unless their birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of the 

date of birth.  

 In Section 8 of the Citizenship Act 1955, if an adult makes a declaration of renunciation of 

Indian citizenship, he loses Indian citizenship. Who is an illegal immigrant? 

 According to the Citizenship Act (1955), an illegal immigrant is defined as a person who 

enters India without a valid passport or stays in the country after the expiry of the visa 

permit. Also, the immigrant who uses false documents for the immigration process. What 

are the guidelines to become an Indian citizenship?  

 Citizenship is granted to an individual by the government of the country when he/she 

complies with the legal formalities, so it‘s like a judicial concept. In India, the Citizenship 

Act, 1995 prescribes five ways of acquiring citizenship:  

 Birth  

 Descent  

 Registration  

 Naturalization  

 Incorporation of the territory. 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS 

 On December 6, 2013, the government issued the first notification setting a deadline of three 

years for completion of the entire NRC process. Since then, five extensions have been given 

by the government. The draft NRC was published on July 30 and included the names of 2.9 

crore people of the total 3.29 crore applicants. 
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 The Assam government released the final draft of NRC on July 30, 2018. The list 

incorporates names of 2.89 crore people out of 3.29 crore applicants. The names of 40.07 

lakh people have been left out. Why is NRC being updated in Assam? 

 Officially, the NRC process will address the issue of illegal migrants, specifically from 

Bangladesh. The National Register of Citizens was first published in 1951 to record citizens, 

their houses and holdings. Updating the NRC to root out foreigners was a demand during the 

Assam Agitation (1979-1985). Why is March 24, 1971 the cut-off date? 

 There have been several waves of migration to Assam from Bangladesh, but the biggest was 

in March 1971 when the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to flee to India. The Assam 

Accord of 1985 that ended the six-year anti-foreigners‘ agitation decided upon the midnight 

of March 24, 1971 as the cutoff date. Who is a citizen in Assam? 

 The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after the Assam Accord for all Indian-origin 

people who came from Bangladesh before January 1, 1966 to be deemed as citizens. Those 

who came between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were eligible for citizenship after 

registering and living in the State for 10 years while those entering after March 25, 1971, 

were to be deported. Assam NRC: 

 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a list that contains names of Indian citizens of 

Assam. It was last prepared after Census in 1951. Assam, which had faced an influx of 

people from Bangladesh since the early 20th century, is the only state having an NRC.  

 The Assam government on July 30, 2018 released the second and final draft of the state‘s 

National Register of Citizens (NRC). The draft includes the names of Indian citizens who 

have been residing in Assam before March 25, 1971 

 

SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJI RURBAN MISSION 

 The Shyama Prasad MukherjiRurban Mission (SPMRM) is under implementation across the 

country (launched in 2016). 

 It is a unique programme, designed to deliver catalytic interventions to rural areas on the 

threshold of growth.  
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Funding Support:  

 There is a funding support of up to 30% of the estimated investment for each Rurban cluster, 

given as Critical Gap Funding (CGF), while 70% of the funds is mobilized by the States 

through convergence with synergic State and Central programmes and private investment 

and institutional funding. 

 The CGF is now shared between the Centre and the State in a ratio of 60:40 for Plain area 

States and 90:10 for Himalayan and NE States.  

 

Various Provisions:  

 Provision of basic amenities –Provision of 24/7 Water Supply to all households, 

 Solid and Liquid Waste Management facilities at the household and cluster level Provision 

of Inter and Intra village roads –  

 Adequate Street Lights and Public Transport facilities using green technologies Provision of 

Economic Amenities   

 Various thematic areas in the sectors of Agri Services and Processing, Tourism, and Skill 

development to promote Small and Medium Scale Enterprises Background: 

 As per Census of India Statistics, the rural population in India stands at 833 million, 

constituting almost 68% of the total population. 

 The rural population has shown a growth of 12% during the 2001-2011 period and there has 

been an increase in the absolute number of villages during the same period. 

 Large parts of rural areas are not stand-alone settlements but part of a cluster of settlements, 

which are relatively proximate to each other. These clusters typically illustrate potential for 

growth, have economic drivers and derive location and competitive advantages.  

 Hence, making a case for concerted policy directives for such clusters; these clusters once 

developed can then be classified as ‗Rurban‘.  

 

Mission‟s Objective:  

 The objective of the National Rurban Mission (NRuM) is to stimulate local economic 

development, enhance basic services, and create well planned Rurban clusters. 
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OXYTOCIN 

Context:  

 The Delhi High Court set aside the government decision to ban private firms from producing 

and selling oxytocin, a drug used for inducing labour contractions and controlling bleeding. 

Why was it banned?  

 The drug is misused in the dairy industry where livestock is injected with Oxytocin to make 

them release milk at a time convenient to farmers.  

 Oxytocin is also used to increase the size of vegetables such as pumpkins, watermelons, 

eggplants, gourds, and cucumbers. 

 

EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS  

 In the context of establishing quality residential schools for the promotion of education, 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) for ST students are set up in States/UTs with 

provisioning of funds through ―Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution‖.  

 The establishing of EMRSs is based on demand of the concerned States/UTs with 

availability of land as an essential attribute. 

 As per the budget 2018-19, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 

20,000 tribal persons will have an Eklavya Model Residential School by 2022. 

Objectives of EMRS:  

 Comprehensive physical, mental and socially relevant development of all students enrolled 

in each and every EMRS. Students will be empowered to be change agent, beginning in their 

school, in their homes, in their village and finally in a larger context. 

 Focus differentially on the educational support to be made available to those in Standards XI 

and XII, and those in standards VI to X, so that their distinctive needs can be met,  

 Support the annual running expenses in a manner that offers reasonable remuneration to the 

staff and upkeep of the facilities.  

 Support the construction of infrastructure that provides education, physical, environmental 

and cultural needs of student life. 
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SOCIALLY ORIENTED INSURANCE SCHEMES 

 The socially oriented insurance schemes are currently being operated or partially sponsored 

by the Central Government targeted at vulnerable sections of the society. Pradhan 

MantriJeevanJyotiBimaYojana (PMJJBY) and Pradhan MantriSurakshaBimaYojana 

(PMSBY):  

 Launched on 9 th May, 2015.  

 These schemes are offered/administered through both public and private sector insurance 

companies, in tie up with scheduled commercial banks, regional rural banks and cooperative 

banks. 

PMJJBY: 

 It offers a renewable one-year term life cover of Rupees Two Lakh to all account holdersin 

the age group of 18 to 50 years, covering death due to any reason, for a premium of Rs. 330/- 

per annum per subscriber, to be auto debited from subscriber‘s bank account.  

 It offers a renewable one-year accidental death cum disability cover to all subscribing bank 

account holders in the age group of 18 to 70 years for a premium of Rs. 12/- per annum per 

subscriber to be auto debited from subscriber‘s bank account. 

 It provides a cover of Rs. Two Lakh for accidental death or total permanent disability and Rs 

One Lakh in case of permanent partial disability. 

 The above schemes are on self-subscription basis and involves no Government contribution.  

 

Pradhan MantriFasalBimaYojana (PMFBY):  

 Ministry of Agriculture implements PMFBY and Restructured Weather Based Crop 

Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS) 

 It provides comprehensive crop insurance cover against non-preventable natural risks at an 

affordable rate to farmers.  

 It is compulsory for loanee farmers availing crop loans for notified crops in notified areas 

and voluntary for non-loanee farmers. 

 Uniform maximum premium of only 2%, 1.5% and 5% of the sum insured to be paid by 

farmers for all Kharif crops, Rabi crops and commercial/horticultural crops. 
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 The difference between premium and the rate of insurance charges payable by farmers is 

provided as subsidy and shared equally by the Centre and State. Pradhan Mantri Jan 

ArogyaYojana (PMJAY) – Ayushman Bharat: 

 A centrally sponsored scheme.  

 An entitlement-based scheme. It covers poor and vulnerable families based on deprivation 

and occupational criteria as per SECC data. 

 It provides health coverage up to Rs. 5 lakh per family, per year forsecondary and tertiary 

hospitalization to over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable families. 

 It provides cashless and paperless services for the beneficiary at the point of service in any 

(public and private) empaneled hospitals across India. • The ratio of premium under PMJAY 

is 60:40 between Centre and State except North Eastern States and 3 Himalayan States where 

the ratio is 90:10 with an upper limit for Centre. 

 In the case of Union Territories, the Central contribution of premium is 100% for UTs 

without legislature, while it is 60:40 for those with legislature 

 

DEENDAYAL UPADHYAYA GRAMEEN KAUSHALYA YOJANA (DDU-GKY) 

 Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen KaushalyaYojana (DDU-GKY) is the flagship placement 

linked skilltraining programme under the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD). 

 There are several challenges that are preventing India‘s rural poor from competing such as 

the lack of formal education and employability skills. DDU-GKY bridges this gap by 

funding training projects with an emphasis on placement, retention, career progression and 

foreign placement.  

 The mission of the flagship scheme of MoRD is to ensure rural poor youth are skilled in 

market relevant trades and job-relevant competencies. 

 

Champion Employers policy: 

 The Champion Employers are the industry leaders who have the potential to provide training 

and captive employment to the DDU-GKY candidates. 

 The policy seeks a strategic alignment of objectives of DDU-GKY with the HR strategy of 

organizations, which have a large potential to absorb trained manpower.  
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DeenDayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY):  

 The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) announced the DeenDayal Upadhyaya 

Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) Antyodaya Diwas, on 25th September 2014.  

 DDU-GKY is a part of the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM), tasked with the dual 

objectives of adding diversity to the incomes of rural poor families and cater to the career 

aspirations of rural youth. 

 DDU-GKY is uniquely focused on rural youth between the ages of 15 and 35 years from 

poor families. As a part of the Skill India campaign, it plays an instrumental role in 

supporting the social and economic programs of the government like the Make in India, 

Digital India, Smart Cities and Start-Up India, Stand Up India campaigns. 

 

KIMBERLEY PROCESS 

What is the Kimberley Process?  

 The Kimberley Process is an international certification scheme that regulates trade in rough 

diamonds. It aims to prevent the flow of conflict diamonds, while helping to protect 

legitimate trade in rough diamonds. 

 The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) outlines the rules that govern the trade 

in rough diamonds. 

 The KP is not, strictly speaking, an international organisation: it has no permanent offices or 

permanent staff. It relies on the contributions – under the principle of ‗burden-sharing‘ – of 

participants, supported by industry and civil society observers. Neither can the KP be 

considered as an international agreement from a legal perspective, as it is implemented 

through the national legislations of its participants.  

What are Conflict diamonds? 

 ―Conflict Diamonds‖ means rough diamonds used by rebel movements or their allies to 

finance conflict aimed at undermining legitimate governments. 

 It is also described in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions. 
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INTERMEDIATE-RANGE NUCLEAR FORCES (INF) TREATY 

About the Intermediate- Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty:  

 The 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty required the United States and 

the Soviet Union to eliminate and permanently forswear all of their nuclear and conventional 

ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500 to 5,500 kilometers. 

 The treaty marked the first time the superpowers had agreed to reduce their nuclear arsenals, 

eliminate an entire category of nuclear weapons, and utilize extensive on-site inspections for 

verification. As a result of the INF Treaty, the United States and the Soviet Union destroyed 

a total of 2,692 short-, medium-, and intermediate-range missiles by the treaty‘s 

implementation deadline of June 1, 1991.  

 Despite its name, the INF Treaty covers all types of ground-launched cruise and ballistic 

missiles — whether their payload is conventional or nuclear. Moscow and Washington are 

prohibited from deploying these missiles anywhere in the world, not just in Europe. 

However, the treaty applies only to ground-launched systems. Both sides are free to deploy 

air- and sea-launched missiles within the 500- to-5,500-kilometer range. What are the 

diplomatic implications of withdrawal? 

 Withdrawal is likely to be controversial with U.S. alliesin NATO, further splitting the 

alliance at a difficult time for transatlantic relations. Many Western European NATO states 

favor retaining the INF, in conjunction with previous U.S. policy designed to push Moscow 

back into compliance. This raises concerns that divisions within NATO may worsen when 

the United States officially withdraws from the INF. 

 

INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Prime Minister dedicated the 6th International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), South 

Asia Regional Center(ISARC) to the nation. The Institute is built at the campus of National 

Seed Research and Training Center (NSRTC) in Varanasi. 

 It will serve as a hub for rice research and training in South Asia and SAARC region. This 

first international Center in the eastern India is expected to harness and sustain rice 

production in the region. 
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 The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) is an international agricultural research and 

training organization known for its work in developing rice varieties that contributed to the 

Green Revolution in the 1960s. 

 Aim: The Institute, established in 1960 aims to reduce poverty and hunger, improve the 

health of rice farmers and consumers, and ensure environmental sustainability of rice 

farming. 

 

ANGEL TAX‟ CONTROVERSY 

What is Angel Tax? 

 Angel Tax is a 30% tax that is levied on the funding received by startups from an external 

investor. However, this 30% tax is levied when startups receive angel funding at a valuation 

higher than its ‗fair market value‘. It is counted as income to the company and is taxed. 

 The tax, under section 56(2)(viib), was introduced by in 2012 to fight money laundering. The 

stated rationale was that bribes and commissions could be disguised as angel investments to 

escape taxes. But given the possibility of this section being used to harass genuine startups, it 

was rarely invoked. 

Why is Angel tax problematic?  

 There is no definitive or objective way to measure the ‗fair market value‘ of a startup. 

Investors pay a premium for the idea and the business potential at the angel funding stage. 

However, tax officials seem to be assessing the value of the startups based on their net asset 

value at one point. Several startups say that they find it difficult to justify the higher 

valuation to tax officials. 

 In a notification dated May 24, 2018, the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) had 

exempted angel investors from the Angel Tax clause subject to fulfilment of certain terms 

and conditions, as specified by the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). 

However, despite the exemption notification, there are a host of challenges that startups are 

still faced with, in order to get this exemption. 
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RYTHU BANDHU SCHEME 

What is Rythu Bandhu?  

 In August this year, Telangana government launched ‗RythuBandhu‘ investment support 

scheme for farmers.  

 The RythuBandhu (Agriculture Investment Support Scheme) takes care of initial investment 

needs of every farmer. 

 

POLAVARAM MULTI-PURPOSE PROJECT 

What to study?  

 Static Part: Key facts about the project.  

 Dynamic and Current: Issues associated and the way ahead.  

 Context: The Supreme Court, hearing a petition on the status of Polavaram multi-purpose 

project, has ordered the Centre to hold a public hearing in the project affected area in Odisha 

and Chhattisgarh. The Centre replied saying it wasready to appoint an independent agency to 

conduct the same. 

 The Polavaram project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra Pradesh 

Bifurcation Act and its design was changed.  

What‟s the issue? 

 The Polavaram project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra Pradesh 

Bifurcation Act and its design was changed 

 The petitioner had told the court that since the dam design has been changed and new 

components were added, it‘d require a new environmental clearance.  

About the Polavaram project:  

 Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project. The dam across the Godavari River 

is under construction located in West Godavari District and East Godavari District in Andhra 

Pradesh state and its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States also.  
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 The project is multipurpose major terminal reservoir project on river Godavari for 

development of Irrigation, Hydropower and drinking water facilities to East Godavari, 

Vishakhapatnam, West Godavari and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

 The project is likely to displace over 1.88 lakh people across 222 villages and so far, 1,730 

persons in six villages have been rehabilitated by the government. 

 

NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAY 2018:  

 National Mathematics Day is celebrated every year on December 22.It is observed to honor 

the birth anniversary of the famous mathematician SrinivasaRamanujan who greatly 

contributed towards mathematical analysis, number theory, infinite series and continued 

fractions. 

 

106TH INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS (ISC)-2019 

 World‘s largest science meet ‗Indian Science Congress (ISC)-2019‘ will be held from 3 rd to 

7 th January 2019, in Jalandhar, Punjab.  

 Theme of ISC – Future India: Science and Technology 
 

RAJIV KUMAR COMMITTEE 

What is it?  

 The Union Government has constituted a six-member committee to look at selling of 149 

small and marginal oil and gas fields of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC) and Oil India Limited (OIL) to private and foreign companies to boost domestic 

output. The panel is chaired by the NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar. 

 

HAND-IN-HAND MILITARY EXERCISE 

 The seventh edition Hand-in-Hand Military exercise between India, China is being held in 

Chengdu, China. 

 

 


