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A Third of Hindu Kush Himalaya Glaciers Will Melt By 2100 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - Changes in critical geographical features including water-bodies & ice-caps 

Context: 

 Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) ranges will melt by 2100 due to climate change, a new report has claimed.  

Hindu Kush Himalaya assessment: 

 The ‘Hindu Kush Himalaya Assessment’ is released by the Kathmandu-based International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD). 

 It provides insights into changes affecting one of the greatest mountain systems in the world. 

 At least a third of the ice in the Himalayas and the Hindu Kush will melt down this century as temperatures 

rise, disrupting river flows vital for growing crops from China to India. 

 And even if the “most ambitious” Paris Agreement goal of limiting global warming to 1.5° C is achieved, 

one-third of the glaciers would go, says the report. 

What happens if climate efforts fail? 

 If global climate efforts fail, the study warns that current emissions would lead to five degrees rise in 

temperatures and a loss of two-thirds of the region's glaciers by 2100. 

 Global warming is on track to transform the frigid, glacier-covered mountain peaks of the region, cutting 

across eight countries, to bare rocks in a little less than a century. 

 The study issued on Monday said that rising temperatures are a serious threat to the eight countries - India, 

China, Myanmar, Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan - in the Hindu Kush Himalayan region. 

 

Hindu Kush Himalaya Ranges: 

    
 The Hindu Kush Himalayan region is spread over 3,500 kilometres area across Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan. 

 The glaciers feed 10 of the world's most important river systems, including the Ganges, Indus, Yellow, 

Mekong and Irrawaddy, and directly or indirectly supply billions of people with food, energy, clean air 

and income. 

 Though the mountainous region was formed around 70 million years ago, its glaciers are extremely sensitive 

to the changing climate. 
           Source:- Indian Express 
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Scientists Discover Massive Mountains under Earth’s Crust 

GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Context: 

 Scientists have discovered massive mountains in the Earth’s mantle, an advance that may change our 

understanding of how the planet was formed. 

Key findings: 

 The layer lacks a formal name and is being addressed as the “660 kilometers boundary”. The recent 

discovery is expected to give new insights on the formation and evolution of Earth. 

 The researchers had used data from Bolivia Earthquake, 1994 – the second largest earthquake ever recorded 

(8.2 on Richter scale). 

 Using the data, the researchers have discovered mountains, as well as other topography on a layer located 

660 kilometers downwards that separates the upper and lower mantle. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Global Warming Imperils Clouds that Deter Hothouse Earth 

GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - changes in critical geographical features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) 

and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Context: 

 According to a recent research published in the journal Nature Geoscience, Marine clouds that protect us 

from hothouse Earth conditions by reflecting sunlight back into space could break up and vanish if CO2 in 

the atmosphere triples. 

Key Findings: 

 

 So-called stratocumulus clouds cover about 20 percent of subtropical oceans, mostly near western seaboards 

such as the coasts of California, Mexico and Peru. 

 When they disappear, could result in steep increase (by about 8 degree Celsius) in Earth’s temperature in 

addition to the global warming that comes from increased greenhouse concentrations.  

 A temperature increase of that magnitude would melt polar ice and lift sea levels tens of metres. 

 This would further lead to severe climate change resulting in worsen heat waves, droughts and flooding, 

increased cyclones and rise in sea level 

Stratocumulus Clouds : 

 Stratocumulus clouds are low-level clumps or patches of cloud varying in colour from bright white to 

dark grey.  

 They are the most common clouds on earth recognised by their well-defined bases with some parts often 

darker than others. They usually have gaps between them, but they can also be joined together. 

 Stratocumulus clouds usually form from a layer of stratus cloud breaking up. They are indicators of a 

change in the weather and are usually present near a warm, cold or occluded front. 

 Stratocumulus clouds can be present in all types of weather conditions, from dry settled weather to more 

rainy conditions, but they themselves are often not the culprit.  

 Stratocumulus are often mistaken for rain clouds, when in reality it is quite rare to get anything more 

than the lightest drizzle from them, if anything at all. 

 Stratocumulus clouds act like a shade umbrella for the planet. The low clouds reflect some 30 to 60 

percent of sunlight back into space. 
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 The last time the planet was that hot some 50 million years ago during the Eocene Epoch crocodiles roamed 

the Arctic. Even half that much warming would overwhelm humanity's capacity to adapt. 

                  Source :- Times of India 

60% Children Adopted in India between 2015 and 2018 are Girls 

GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - Effects of globalization on Indian society 

Context: 

 Recent Data released by Ministry of Women and child development shows that, more girls were adopted in 

the last three years than boys. 

 Of all children placed in adoption from 2015 to 2018, as many as 6,962 were girls and 4,687 boys. 

 

More about the news: 

 According to Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA)- the apex regulator of in-country and inter-

country adoptions – the trend is a reflection of declining gender bias in India. 

 According to latest data from Civil Registration System, India’s sex ratio at birth – or the number of girl 

children born for every 1,000 boys – was 877 in 2016 

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA): 

 Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutorybody of Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India.  

 It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-

country and inter-country adoptions.  

 CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 

provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 

2003.  

 CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its 

associated /recognised adoption agencies. 

 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Illegal Migrants in Assam Centers 
GS Paper -01 SOCIETY - Population and Associated issues 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court gave the Centre and the Assam government two weeks to discuss steps to prevent 

prolonged incarceration of illegal immigrants at detention centres. 

 Stressing that illegal immigrants in Assam should not languish in detention centres for long periods of time 

and should be deported expeditiously to their country 

 The Supreme Court asked the Centre to hold consultations with the state government and formulate a 

scheme to execute the same 

Issue: 

 PIL filed by social activist Harsh Mandher pointing out the pitiable condition in six detention centres for 

foreigners in the state and the need to release inmates who had been incarcerated for nearly 10 years 

 The petition also expressed concern over continued detention of foreigners even after they had served out 

their sentences.  

 It said the focal point of consideration for the court would be to improve the living condition in detention 

centres and “justification of long detention of persons identified to be foreigners or convicted under the 

Foreigners Act, 1946, pending deportation”. 

                       Source:- The Hindu 
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Promotion and Protection of Maithili Language and Its Scripts 
GS PAPER - 01 CULTURE - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development constituted a Committee in the year 2018 for making a 

report for the Promotion and Protection of Maithili Language and its scripts.  

 The Committee has submitted its report to MHRD in which it has made several recommendations for 

promotion and protection of Maithili language. 

Maithili language: 

 Maithili is an Indo-Aryan language native to the Indian subcontinent, mainly spoken in India and Nepal.  

 In India, it is spoken in the states of Bihar and Jharkhand and is one of the 22 recognised Indian languages. 

 Mithilakshar or Tirhuta is the script of broader cultural Mithila. 

 The scripts of Mithilaksar, Bangla, Assamese, Nebari, Odia and Tibetan are part of the family. It is an 

extremely ancient script and is one of the script and is one of the scripts of the broader North Eastern India. 

 Mithilakshar had come to its current shape by 10th Century AD.  

 The oldest form of Mithilakshar is found in the Sahodara stone inscriptions of 950 AD.  

 Afterwards, the scripts have been used throughout Mithila from Champaran to Deoghar. 

 Use of this script has been on decline since last 100 years and therefore our culture is getting decimated. 

Because its own script is not being used, the Maithili language is getting developed in a composite manner 

despite having been accorded a constitutional status in the constitution. 

 

History of Maithili: 

 Maithili is a Bihari language of the eastern sub-group of the Indo-Aryan branch. Bhojpuri and Magadhi are 

closely related to the language. The language is claimed to have developed from the MagadhanPrakrit.It was 

the literary language of all of eastern India during the medieval period.This language was popularised in 

fourteenth century by poet Vidyapati and solidified the importance of the language in literature. 

Causes for declining Maithili culture: 

 According to the same official statement, the use of this script has been declining since the last 100 years, 

which is the primary reason for the cultures decline. 

 Maithali language is getting developed in a composite manner despite having been accorded a constitutional 

status in the constitution. 
                     Source:- PIB; Times Of India 

 

Statue of Guru Padmasambhava 
GS PAPER - 01 –CULTURE - - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik unveiled a 19-foot-high statue of Guru Padmasambhava, the 

founder of Tibetan Buddhism, at Jirang in Gajapati district. 

 This 29 tonne stone statue is placed in the middle of ‘Padma Sarovar’, a large tank near Padmasambhava 

Mahavihara, the largest Buddhist monastery in eastern India.  

 The statue of Guru Padmasambhava has been sculpted by noted sculptor Padmashri Prabhakar 

Moharana. 

Guru Padmasambhava: 

 Historians claim that Guru Padmasambhava, also known as second Buddha, was born and brought up in 

Odisha before he left for Tibet. 

 Guru Padmasambhava was known in Tibet as one of the founding fathers of Tibetan Buddhism, who 

appeared in Tibet in 749 A.D, and spent 54 years. Other two founders were Acharya Shanta Rakshita 

and prevalent King Thisong Deotsen. 

                     Source:- The Hindu 
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Tagore Award 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present significant 

events, personalities 

Context: 

 President of India will present the Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony to Shri RajkumarSinghajit Singh; 

Chhayanaut (a cultural organization of Bangladesh); and Shri Ram SutarVanji for the years 2014, 2015 & 

2016 respectively at PravasiBhartiya Kendra, New Delhi 

Tagore Award: 

 Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony was instituted by the Government of India from 2012 recognizing 

the contributions made by Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore to humanity at large with his works and ideas, as 

part of the Commemoration of his 150th Birth Anniversary in 2012, for promoting values of Cultural 

Harmony. 

 It is awarded annually 

 It carries an amount of Rs. One Crore (convertible to foreign currency), a citation in a Scroll, a Plaque as 

well as an exquisite traditional handicraft/handloom item. 

 This annual award is given to individuals, associations, institutions or organizations for their outstanding 

contribution towards promoting values of Cultural Harmony. 

 The Award is open to all persons regardless of nationality, race, language, caste, creed or gender. 

 Normally, contributions made during ten years immediately preceding the nomination are considered. 

 Older contributions may also be considered if their significance has become apparent only recently. 
         Source:- PIB 

Legitimacy of the basic structure [Editorial / Opinion] 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Context; 

 It has now been more than 45 years since the Supreme Court ruled in Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala 

that Parliament’s power to amend the Constitution was not unlimited, that the Constitution’s basic structure 

was infrangible. 

 There have already been grumblings over the rule’s legitimacy in certain quarters in response to challenges 

made to the recently introduced 103rd Constitutional Amendment, which provides for reservations based on 

economic criteria in government jobs and education. 

Criticism of Basic Structure: 

 The phrase “basic structure”, it’s argued, finds no mention anywhere in the Constitution. 

 The doctrine accords the judiciary a power to impose its philosophy over a democratically formed 

government, resulting in “tyranny of the unelected”. 

Arguments in favour Of Basic Structure: 

 If a legislature were given the widest of powers to amend the Constitution, its authority was always subject 

to a set of inherent constitutional constraints.  

 Parliament, therefore, cannot make changes that had the effect of overthrowing or obliterating the 

Constitution itself. 

 How might we react if the legislature were to amend Article 1, for example, by dividing India into two. 

“Could a constitutional amendment, abolish Article 21,” removing the guarantee of a right to life?  

 Were an amendment to be introduced relinquishing control over India to a foreign power, would it not result 

in the creation of a constitution that is no longer the Constitution of India? Would not such an amendment 

strike at the root of the Constitution’s Preamble, which, in its original form, established India as a sovereign 

democratic republic? 

 On any reasonable analysis it ought to, therefore, be clear that the basic structure doctrine is not only 

grounded in the Constitution’s text and history, but that it also performs an important democratic role in 

ensuring that majoritarian governments do not destroy the Constitution’s essential character. 
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Conclusion: 

 If Parliament’s powers are considered infinite, the parliamentary executive can be removed, fundamental 

rights can be abrogated, and, in effect, what is a sovereign democratic republic can be converted into a 

totalitarian regime. 

 In Kesavananda Bharti case, Court observed that any amending body organized within the statutory scheme 

cannot by its very structure change the fundamental pillars supporting its Constitutional authority. An 

amendment can only alter the form of existing Constitution and not an altogether new and radical 

Constitution. 

 Article 368 grants Parliament the power to amend the Constitution, making it clear that on the exercise of 

that power “the Constitution shall stand amended”. Therefore, if what has to remain after an amendment is 

“the Constitution”, naturally a change made under Article 368 cannot create a new constitution. 

 Such an interpretation is also supported by the literal meaning of the word “amendment”, which is defined as 

“a minor change or addition designed to improve a text”. Hence, for an amendment to be valid, the 

constitution that remains standing after such a change must be the Constitution of India; it must continue to 

possess, in its essence, those features that were foundational to it even at its conception.  
         Source:- The Hindu 
 

Number of Women Voters is Surging across the Country 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Salient features of the Representation of People's Act. 

Context: 

 The latest enrolment data from two large states — Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu — shows the gap between 

the male and female voter base has narrowed considerably in one state, while in the other, the number of 

women voters has overtaken that of registered men. 

Increase electoral participation of women: 

 Over the past decade, There is a broader national trend of improved voter sex ratios (number of women 

voters for every 1,000 male voters). 

 By 2014, all the southern states had voter parity or near parity between women and their male counterparts.  

 Kerala, had more women voters—a reflection of its overall sex ratio. 

 While TN, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka had nearly the same number of voters of both sexes. 

 In the 2014 polls, Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram & Puducherry already had 

more women in the electorate than men. 

 Tamil Nadu has now joined the club - as per the final revised rolls released, 2.98 crore are women and 2.92 

crore are men. 

 The number of women voters in the state has increased by 11% against a rise of 8.5% for men in the last five 

years. 

 Women voters in Maharashtra have increased by 13 lakh. Thus the voter sex ratio stands at 911 against 905 

in 2014. 
Source:- Times of India 

Courts Can’t Reduce Minimum Sentence, Says SC 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court held that the courts cannot impose less than the minimum sentence prescribed by 

lawmakers for an offence. 

More about the news: 

 The Supreme Court ruling came on an appeal by the Madhya Pradesh government against the 2012 decision 

of the High Court, which cut short the six-month prison sentence awarded to a person who was found guilty 

under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

 According to the Bench, the court cannot impose less than the minimum sentence, where the minimum 

sentence is provided for.  
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 It is also held that provisions of Article 142 of the Constitution cannot be resorted to impose a sentence less 

than the minimum sentence. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Rajasthan to Scrap Education Criterion for Panchayat and Civic Polls 

Gs paper - 02 Polity - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. 

Context: 

 The Rajasthan Assembly passed two bills which seek to end the minimum education criterion for panchayat 

and civic polls candidates. 

 The House passed by voice vote the Rajasthan Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2019 and the Rajasthan 

Municipality (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

Issue: 

 The previous government had introduced education criterion in 2015 which required a candidate to pass 

class 10 for contesting zilaparishad, panchayat samiti and municipal elections. 

 For contesting elections for Sarpanch of a panchayat in scheduled and other than scheduled areas, it was 

mandatory to pass class 5 and 8, respectively. 

 

Reason cited  for Scraping: 

 Few experts are of the opinion that the requirement of minimum qualification for contesting elections is 

against the very spirit of 73rd and 74th amendments. 

 The Act was against the basics of the Constitution. Society cannot be divided on the basis of education. 

                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

Delhi Power Tussle  
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Context: 

 A Supreme Court Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and Ashok Bhushan gave a split opinion on whether the 

Delhi government has control over the administration’s services and decided to refer the question to a larger 

Bench 

 While Justice Bhushan held that the Delhi government has no power over services, observing that Entry 41 

of the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution — dealing with ‘State Public Services’ — was 

outside the purview of the Delhi Assembly, Justice Sikri, the lead judge on the Bench, took the middle path. 

Issue: 

 The six contentious issues before the Supreme Court which gave its verdict Thursday on the division of 

powers between the Delhi government and the Centre represented by Lt Governor. 

 

Power to appoint or deal with electricity commission or board: 

 Earlier, the then LG Najeeb Jung in September 2016 had rejected Delhi government appointee Krishna Saini 

as chairperson of Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission on the basis that it was done without his 

approval. 

 Besides, appointment of Delhi government nominated directors on the boards of three power discoms were 

termed illegal by the High Court in 2016 for not having LG's approval 
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The three areas in which the Delhi government will have powers: 

 
 

Powers to be given to Center: 

1.  Delhi Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB) cannot probe central government employees: 

a. Earlier, Delhi government claimed control over ACB but Lt Governor exercised authority over it. 

b. Till 2014 this power was with the Delhi government until the NDA government brought a notification in 

2014 and took away this right. 

c. The Delhi government challenged this notification in the high court but it was decided in favour of the 

Centre. 

2. Centre has the power to appoint Enquiry Commission.: 

a. This power lay with the Centre even before the verdict. 

 

The undecided issue which has been referred by the apex court to larger bench 

3.  Control over service matters involving transfers and posting of officers: 

a. In SC verdict on Feb 14 the contentious issue of control over service matters involving transfer and 

posting of officers of Delhi government has been referred to a larger bench by the two judges. 

Source:- The Hindu; Indian Express 

 

Delhi Dilemma [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court’s split decision on the question of whether the government of the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi (NCTD) has executive control over those in its service – points to the inherent complexity 

of the relations between the Delhi government and the Centre. It flags the need to address complexities in 

Centre-UT ties. There has been considerable debate over statehood issue of Delhi.  
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Delhi statehood: 

 The disadvantages of not having full statehood status has been felt by many elected regimes in Delhi. But at 

present, the extent of bitterness has been severe. 

 Battles have been fought in the political and judicial spheres over whether some subject or the other falls 

under the Delhi government or is the exclusive preserve of the Centre. 

 In June 2018, a five-judge Constitution Bench ruled that decisions of the Delhi government will not require 

the concurrence of the Lieutenant-Governor, except in matters relating to Land, Home, and Public Order. 

 However, that judgment was silent on matters relating to services and other issues. 

 Recently a number of petitions were filed challenging various notifications including on control of services 

and power of Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 

Recent SC Judgement: 

 The split verdict by a two-judge bench comprising Justices A K Sikri and Ashok Bhushan has, in essence, 

affirmed the power of the Union government (through the office of the lieutenant governor) over the elected 

state government on crucial matters. 

 The Centre remains the cadre-controlling authority in Delhi and the Delhi Anti Corruption Branch cannot 

investigate central government officers. 

 The two judges, however, differed on whether the state government can manage cadre below the rank of 

joint secretary. 

 Justice Sikri believes that going by a Constitution Bench decision last year, the NCTD would 

indeed have the power to deploy officials within its own departments. 

 However, the absence of a public service in Delhi means Entry 41 in the State List (services; service 

commissions) would imply that it is a matter inapplicable to ‘Union Territories’, and therefore, the 

LG need not act on the Delhi government’s aid and advice. 

 Therefore, he favours a solution under which transfers and postings of officers in the rank of Joint 

Secretary and above could be directly submitted to the LG, and those of others be processed by the 

Council of Ministers and sent to the LG. 

 In case of any dispute, the LG’s view will prevail. 

 Justice Bhushan, on the other hand, has ruled that once it is accepted that there is no ‘service’ under 

the NCTD, there is no scope for its government to exercise any executive power in this regard. 

Way forward: 

 A larger Bench will now decide on the question relating to control over the services.  

 The more significant challenge is to find a way out of the complexities and problems thrown up by the 

multiple forms of federalism and power-sharing arrangements through which relations between the Centre 

and its constituent units are regulated. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

How The 16th Lok Sabha Fared [ Editorial/ Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Parliament & State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers 

& privileges & issues arising out of these 

Performance of 16 LokSabha: 

 The 16th LokSabha was surpassed only by the preceding one in terms of the low number of hours it 

worked. It met for 1,615 hours, 40% lower than all full-term Parliaments. 

 This LokSabha sat for 331 days (against a 468-day average for all previous full-term LokSabhas), and lost 

16% of its time to disruptions. 

 The House was often disrupted by MPs carrying placards, entering the well, and even on occasion, blocking 

their colleagues from speaking. 
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 A big casualty was Question Hour — the Lok Sabha lost a third of this time and the Rajya Sabha 60%; 

consequently, just 18% of the starred questions in each House got an oral reply. 

 Speaker blaming unruly behaviour for her inability to count the required number of MPs demanding a no-

confidence motion but allowing the Union Budget to be passed in the interim. 

 

Key legislations: 

However, Parliament made some important laws. 

 The Goods and Services Tax was implemented. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy code was enacted. 

 The IIM Act gave premier management educational institutions a level of autonomy not available to other 

public educational institutions. 

 The Juvenile Justice Act allowed children (between 16 and 18 years) accused of committing heinous crimes 

to be prosecuted as adults. 

 Mental Healthcare Act, The Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

(Prevention and Control) Act, 2017 were passed: for treatment of mental health patients, and those with 

HIV/AIDS. 

 The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, the disability legislation was passed by the Indian 

Parliament to fulfill its obligation to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, which India ratified in 2007. 

 There were some efforts to address the issues of corruption, black money and leakages. 

 The Prevention of Corruption Act was amended to make bribe-giving an offence. 

 Laws were made requiring a declaration of assets held outside India. 

 Fugitive economic offenders act was passed to declare as fugitives those economic offenders who 

had fled the country. 

 The Aadhaar Act was passed to create a biometric-based identity system. 

 

Bills passing: 

 The Aadhaar Act was passed as a Money Bill. 

 Finance Bills, in the last few years, have included items which have no relation to taxes or to expenditure of 

the government. 

 The Finance Bill, 2015 included provisions to merge the regulator of commodity exchanges with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India. 

 The Finance Bill, 2016 included amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act which relate to 

donations to non-profits. 

 The Finance Bill, 2017 went further and changed the compositions of 19 quasi-judicial bodies such as the 

Securities Appellate Tribunal, the National Green Tribunal and the Telecom Disputes Settlement and 

Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT), and repealed seven other bodies including the Competition Appellate 

Tribunal. 

 It is difficult to see how these Bills would fall within the narrow definition of Money Bill, as defined in 

Article 110 of the Constitution. 

Bills - lapsed: 

 A few other Bills, such as the Triple Talaq Bill and the Citizenship Bill, were passed by the Lok Sabha but 

will lapse as they were not passed by the Rajya Sabha. 

 It is evident that the government was able to have its way on every issue in the Lok Sabha and was held in 

check only due to a lack of majority in the Rajya Sabha; even this check was bypassed occasionally using the 

Money Bill route. 
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 The government could do this as a result of the anti-defection provision which gives complete control of all 

party votes to the party leadership. 

 This law has converted MPs from being representatives of the people to delegates of the party. 

 If the party in government has a majority of its own, it can have any provision passed; even coalition 

governments have to convince just a handful of leaders of their alliance partners. 

Way forward: 

 Parliament plays the central role in our democracy by holding the government to account and scrutinising 

proposed laws and financial priorities. 

 It is time to ponder on how to make this institution more effective. 

 An important step will be by reviewing the anti-defection law that has hollowed out the institution. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Assam Rifles Granted Power to Arrest Anyone in the Northeast 

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure 

Context: 

 Assam Rifles, deployed along the Myanmar border, has been empowered by the Centre to arrest anyone and 

search a place without warrant in the border districts of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland and 

Mizoram. 

 Members of the Assam Rifles” has been given these powers under the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

Why such move? 

 Earlier, Assam Rifles was making arrests only in areas where the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act was in 

effect.  

 They were finding it difficult to make seizures and arrest in Mizoram, which doesn’t have AFSPA. This is to 

basically correct that anomaly. As per law, they have to hand over the suspects to the local police within 24 

hours 

Assam Rifles : 

 The Assam Rifles is one of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) in India. 

 It conducts counter-insurgency operations in the North East and guards the India-Myanmar border.  

 The Force functioned under the control of the Ministry of External Affairs till 1965. Its control was then 

transferred to the Ministry of Home Affairs and has since been functioning under that Ministry. 

Functions : 

 Maintaining security of the North Eastern sector of the international border; 

 Helping states in the North East to maintain law and order and other states as and when needed; and 

 Taking counter insurgency measures in states of the North East. 

                 Source :- The Hindu 

Pradan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) Scheme 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 According to the Finance Ministry the government will start disbursing a substantial amount under the 

Income Support Scheme for small farmers in the month of February itself as beneficiary data are already in 

place. 

More about the news: 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme, under which Rs.6,000 per year would be 

provided to farmers holding cultivable land of up to 2 hectare was recently announced in the interim budget. 
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 The programme would take effect from 1st December 2018 and the first instalment for the period upto 31st 

March 2019 would be paid during this year itself. 

 The annual expenditure of the programme is around Rs 75,000 crore. 
 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme: 

 This programme will provide the vulnerable landholding farmer families, having cultivable land upto 2 

hectares a direct income support at the rate of Rs 6,000 per year. 

 This income support will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of beneficiary farmers, in three equal 

instalments of Rs. 2,000 each. 

 The programme will be funded 100 per cent by the Central government. It is expected that around 12 crore 

small and marginal farmer families are expected to benefit from this programme. 

 12 crore beneficiaries have been identified with the help of Agriculture Census Data 2015-16 
 

The Scheme exclude some section of the society such as: 

 former and present holders of constitutional posts,  

 serving and retired employees of the Union government or State governments including those in public 

sector and regular employees of local bodies,  

  Class IV or Group D employees have been exempted from the exclusion,  

 pensioners who are getting RS 10,000 or more,  

 former and present heads of municipal corporations,  

 Professionals including doctors, engineers, lawyers etc. 

 
                       Source:- The Hindu 

Challenges of Implementation of Kisan Scheme [ Editorial / Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme, announced in the Budget earlier in the month of 

February, 2019 aims to give Rs. 6,000 a year to 12 crore farmer families who own up to two hectares of 

cultivable land. 

 

Challenges: 

 The number of beneficiaries comes from the number of land holdings of two hectares or less, according to 

the last agricultural land census. 

 However, the guidelines say a single family may hold multiple land parcels, which will be pooled to 

determine their eligibility for the benefit. Similarly, even landholdings bigger than two hectares, if owned by 

multiple families, will make them eligible for the scheme. 

 For example, if five brothers jointly own a single 10 hectare holding, each of them will be eligible for the 

scheme. 

 However, if the members of a single family unit each own three one-hectare holdings, they will not be 

eligible. 

 some experts have opined that it will be difficult to use existing land records to determine beneficiaries. 

 There is a question “How do you know which family holds how much land?”  

 For the purposes of this scheme, family units are being defined as a husband, wife and minor children. Local 

administrations are more familiar with the unit of the household — which is used by most other government 

surveys and schemes — defined as a group living together and eating meals from a common kitchen. 

Status of Land Records: 

 States have been implementing the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme for more than a 

decade. 
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 While several States claim to have completed computerisation of their land records, others have not even 

begun the process. 

 However, digitisation does not mean the data have been updated. Experts say many land records are updated 

only when the land is sold and only if the transaction is legally registered. 

 Inherited land may still be registered in a parent or grandparent’s name. 

 Multiple government departments hold the documents required to establish land ownership — the 

Registration Department maintains sale deeds, but maps are kept by the Survey Department, while the 

Revenue Department keeps property tax receipts. 

 Verifying ownership claims is thus a daunting task. States have been asked to overhaul their land databases 

immediately in preparation for the scheme, which aims to pay out its first instalment of 2,000 by March 31, 

before the LokSabha election. 

What happened in Telangana? 

 The example of Telangana shows this may be an unrealistic time line. 

 Despite an advanced state of progress in digitisation, the State of Telangana took over three months to 

update its databases before implementing its own farmer income support scheme before its Assembly 

election last year (2018). 

 Since its payout was given per acre owned, rather than per family unit, it was a simpler process to identify 

beneficiaries on the basis of land records. 

 Yet, researchers say almost 10 lakh beneficiaries — of a total 54 lakh — were left out of the initial 

instalment, as the State scrambled to update records. 

 

Community Farmers: 

 The scheme notes that land ownership rights are community-based in many northeastern States and promises 

that an alternative method of beneficiary identification will be developed. 

 However, many Adivasi communities in other States also cultivate land without individual rights, and may 

be left out of the scheme, although they are among the most vulnerable. 

 Further, tenant farmers are also not included in the scheme, as they do not own the land they cultivate. 

 It is important to note that with tenancy being as high as 60% in some areas, this could lead to resentment if 

absentee landlords receive benefits under the scheme. 

Is payment infrastructure in place? 

 The government intends to pay beneficiaries through a direct transfer to their bank accounts. 

 From the second instalment, Aadhaar numbers will be compulsory to access benefits. 

 Previous welfare schemes requiring Aadhaar verification have faced significant hurdles in some rural areas 

                                                                                                                                                   Source:- The Hindu 

Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE- Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Centre has allocated Rs 500 crore for a new pension scheme - Pradhan Mantri Shram-Yogi 

Maandhan for workers in the unorganised sector. 

Pradhan Mantri Shram-Yogi Maandhan: 

 The new scheme will benefit unorganized sector workers who have a monthly income up to Rs 15,000. It 

will provide them a monthly pension of Rs 3,000 from the age of 60. 

 To avail the scheme, workers have to contribute an amount ranging from Rs 55 to Rs 100 each month, 

depending on their age, at the time of joining the scheme 

 The government expects that the scheme would benefit 10 Crore workers. 

 The new pension scheme will run alongside the existing Atal Pension Yojana 
            Source:- The Hindu 
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Kalia Chhatra Brutti - Scholarship for Odisha’s Farmers' Children 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 Odisha Chief Minister announced Kalia Chhatra Brutti, a students’ scholarship scheme with an aim to 

help children of Kalia beneficiaries pursuing higher education in professional courses. 

 

Kalia Chhatra Brutti scheme: 

 Under this scheme, the children of farmers, who are the beneficiaries of the KALIA scheme will be provided 

scholarships for pursuing higher education in professional courses free of cost. 

 Children of farmers who have taken admission at Government Professional colleges on merit basis will be 

eligible for the scholarship scheme. 

  

KALIA Scheme: 

 The Odisha state government is implementing the KALIA scheme for the benefit of the farmers. 

 An amount of Rs 10,000 per family at the rate of Rs 5,000 each for the Kharif and Rabi seasons will be 

provided as financial assistance for taking up cultivation under the scheme. 

 Besides, landless households will be provided Rs 12,500 to take up activities like goat rearing units, mini 

layer units, duckery units, fishery kits for fishermen and women, mushroom cultivation and beekeeping. 

                           Source: - Times of India 

 

Safe City Project 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 Empowered Committee of Officers for Nirbhaya funds scheme has approved pilot Safe City projects in 

eight selected metropolitan cities. 

 

 Namely, Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Lucknow with 

a view to provide safety to women in public places. 

 

 The project would be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with Centre and State sharing the 

funding in 60:40 ratio. 

 The Safe City Project in Delhi is fully funded by the Central Government. 
                                              Source:- PIB 

 

Ujjwala Utsav 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 Ujjwala Utsav observed to celebrate the stellar role played by various stakeholders in making PMUY a 

success 

 The event was organised here under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum &Natural Gas to encourage, 

motivate as well as felicitate all frontline field force for their outstanding contribution to PMUY. 

 The occasion also saw the launch of the PMUY anthem – Ujjwala Bharat Ujjwala. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 

May 1st, 2016 
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 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims to safeguard the health of women & children by 

providing them with a clean cooking fuel – LPG, so that they don’t have to compromise their health 

in smoky kitchens or wander in unsafe areas collecting firewood. 

Eligible: 

 Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a below poverty line family identified through the 

Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-free LPG connection with financial 

assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by the Centre. 

Identification of household: 

 Eligible households will be identified in consultation with state governments and Union territories. 

The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

Objective: 

 Empowering women and protecting their health. 

 Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel. 

 Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 

 Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused due to 

indoor air pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 

Source:- PIB 

 

Expedite Implementation of Forest Rights Act 
GS PAPER - 02 Governance - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Odisha State Food Commission has asked the State government to expedite implementation of the 

Forest Rights Act, 2006, that would help ensure food and nutritional security to the vulnerable section of 

society. 

Forest Rights Act - 2006: 

 The act was passed in December 2006.  

 It deals with the rights of forest-dwelling communities over land and other resources.  

 The Act grants legal recognition to the rights of traditional forest dwelling communities, partially correcting 

the injustice caused by the forest laws. 

Rights under the Act: 

 right to hold and live in the forest land under the individual or common occupation for habitation or for self 

cultivation for livelihood by a member or members of a forest dwelling Scheduled Tribe or other traditional 

forest dwellers 

  community rights such as nistar, by whatever name called, including those used in erstwhile Princely States, 

Zamindari or such intermediary regimes 

 Right of ownership, access to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce which has been traditionally 

collected within or outside village boundaries. 

  Oth$er community rights of uses or entitlements such as fish and other products of water bodies, grazing 

(both settled or transhumant) and traditional seasonal resource access of nomadic or pastoralist communities 

  rights, including community tenures of habitat and habitation for primitive tribal groups and pre- 

agricultural communities 

 Right to intellectual property and traditional knowledge related to biodiversity and cultural diversity. 

 Rights of displaced communities 

 Rights over developmental activities 

 

 



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

16 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

Significance: 

 The Act is significant as it provides scope and historic opportunity of integrating conservation and livelihood 

rights of the people. 

 This Act can act as a potential tool to 

 Empower and strengthen the local self-governance 

 Address the livelihood security of the people, leading to poverty alleviation and pro-poor growth. 

 Address the issues of Conservation and management of the Natural Resources and conservation 

governance of India. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Lakhs of Forest Dwellers Face Eviction 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 A recent Supreme Court order may lead to the eviction of lakhs of persons belonging to the Scheduled 

Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) categories across 21 States — their claim as 

forest dwellers have been rejected under the Forest Rights Act of 2006. 

SC Direction: 

 A three-judge Bench of Justices Arun Mishra, Navin Sinha and Indira Banerjee on February 13 had ordered 

the Chief Secretaries of many of these States to evict those whose claims as forest dwellers have been finally 

rejected under the law.  

 The court directed that the eviction should be carried out on or before July 24, 2019, that is, the next date of 

hearing 

 The court ordered the Forest Survey of India (FSI) to make a satellite survey and place on record the 

“encroachment positions.” It directed FSI to also place on record the position “after the eviction as far as 

possible.” 

Issue : 

 About 11,72,931 (1.17 million) land ownership claims made by scheduled tribes and other traditional forest 

dwellers under the Forest Rights Act have been rejected on various grounds, including absence of proof that 

the land was in their possession for at least three generations. 

Forest Rights Act - 2006 : 

 Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act of 2006 deals 

with the rights of forest-dwelling communities over land and other resources.  

 The Act grants legal recognition to the rights of traditional forest dwelling communities, partially 

correcting the injustice caused by the forest laws. 

Rights under this Act : 

 Title rights – Ownership to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers subject to a maximum of 

4 hectares; ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the concerned family, meaning 

that no new lands are granted. 

 Use rights – to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist routes, etc. 

 Relief and development rights – to rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced displacement; and to 

basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection. 

 Forest management rights – to protect forests and wildlife. 

 Eligibility – Eligibility to get rights under the Act is confined to those who “primarily reside in forests” 

and who depend on forests and forest land for a livelihood. Further, either the claimant must be a member 

of the Scheduled Tribes scheduled in that area or must have been residing in the forest for 75 years. 
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             Source :- The Hindu 

Niyamgiri’s Dongria Kondh Gird for ‘Resistance’ After SC Order 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context : 

 Odisha’s Dongria Kondh tribals have resolved to resist any attempt to force them out with a recent Supreme 

Court order triggering panic among forest dwellers over possible eviction. 

Issue: 

 The applications for regularization of residence under the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 has been rejected.  

 The Dongria Kondh are currently holding their annual ‘Niyamraja festival’ on the picturesque hilltop of 

Niyamgiri. 

 Thus the issue of possible eviction of tribals, came up for discussion at the Niyamraja festival of the Dongria 

Kondh tribe. 

 Due to their successful resistance against the Vedanta Group’s plan to mine bauxite in the ecologically and 

mineral-rich Niyamgiri hill range the tribe came into the limelight. 

Dongria Kondh : 

 The Dongria Kondh people are a tribe residing in the Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha.  

 They are forest dwellers and sustain themselves from the resources of the Niyamgiri forests, practicing 

horticulture and shifting cultivation. 

 They derive their name from dongar, meaning ‘hill’ and the name for themselves is Jharnia: protector 

of streams. 

 The Dongrias have earned the status of PVTG (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group) from the 

Government of India. That’s because they still have a primitive lifestyle,  geographically isolated from 

others and shy, as a result. 

 The Dongria live in villages scattered throughout the hills.  

 They believe that their right to cultivate Niyamgiri’s slopes has been conferred on them by Niyam 

Raja, and that they are his royal descendants. 

           Source :- The Hindu 

 

4th Meeting of National Council on India’s Nutrition Challenges under Poshan 

Abhiyan 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India held the 4th meeting of National 

Council on India’s Nutrition Challenges under POSHAN Abhiyan under the Chairmanship of Vice- 

Chairman, NITI Aayog. 

 The detailed report on progress in implementation of POSHAN Abhiyaan was also presented by MWCD 

before the Council. 

 

POSHAN Abhiyan: 

 The Government of India has set-up POSHAN Abhiyan (National Nutrition Mission) on 8th March, 2018. 

 

Key Features: 

 The NNM, as an apex body, will monitor, supervise, fix targets and guide the nutrition related interventions 

across the Ministries. 
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 The programme through the targets will strive to reduce the level of stunting, undernutrition, anemia and low 

birth weight babies. 

 It will create synergy, ensure better monitoring, issue alerts for timely action, and encourage States/UTs to 

perform, guide and supervise the line Ministries and States/UTs to achieve the targeted goals.  

 The scheme aims to ensure holistic development and adequate nutrition for pregnant women, mothers and 

children.  

 It is to ensure that malnutrition doesn’t affect children’s cognitive development or physical growth.   

 The initiative seeks to reduce the level of stunting, undernutrition and low birth weight by 2% each, and 

anaemia by 3%.  

 It aims to reduce stunting from 38.4% (NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022.  A key idea of the initiative is to 

incentiviseAnganwadi Workers (AWs) for using ICT-based tools, making it easier to implement and monitor 

the programme.  

 The Union government had signed a loan deal worth US $200 million with the World Bank for the 

POSHAN Abhiyan.  

SOURCE:- PIB 

 

Conference on Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 For the overall empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangajan), a “Regional Conference on 

Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS”) is being organized by the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, 

Government of India at Kolkata. 

Objective of the Conference: 

 The objectives of the Conference are to disseminate the provisions of the revised scheme and to sensitize 

various stakeholders about it. 

 This conference also provides a unique opportunity for interactions amongst all stakeholders. 

 The conference would ensure exchange of cross-sectoral views on the aspects of the efficacy of the scheme 

as well as the scope of improvements in it 

 

Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme: 

Objective: 

 To create an enabling environment to ensure equal opportunities, equity, social justice and empowerment 

of persons with disabilities 

 To encourage voluntary action for ensuring effective implementation of the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities Act, 2016. 

Approach: 

 The approach of this Scheme is to provide financial assistance to voluntary organizations to make available 

the whole range of services necessary for rehabilitation of persons with disabilities including early 

intervention, development of daily living skills, education, skill-development oriented towards 

employability, training and awareness generation. With a view to inclusion of persons with disabilities in 

the mainstream of society and actualizing their potential, the thrust would be on education and training 

programmes. 
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Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin Phase - II 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

 

Context: 

 Cabinet approves continuation of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin beyond March, 2019 (PMAY-G 

Phase-II). 

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana - Gramin : 

 The erstwhile rural housing scheme Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) has been restructured into Pradhan 

Mantri Awaas Yojana –Gramin (PMAY-G) from 01.04.2016. 

  PMAY-G aims at providing a pucca house, with basic amenities, to all houseless householder and those 

households living in kutcha and dilapidated house, by 2022. 

  The cost of unit assistance is to be shared between Central and State Government in the ratio 60:40 in plain 

areas and 90:10 for North Eastern and the Himalayan States.  

 Selection of beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) is based on housing 

deprivation parameters of Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 2011, subject to 13 point exclusion 

criteria, followed by Gram Sabha verification. 

           Source :- PIB 

Kerala Sets up Drug Price Monitor 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 Kerala Government has announced to set up a Price Monitoring and Research Unit (PMRU) to track 

violation of prices of essential drugs and medical devices under the Drugs Price Control Order (DPCO).  

 

 

Background: 

 More than five years ago, National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) had proposed such a system 

for the States and the Union Territories. A society had been registered to get Central assistance for the 

functioning of the unit.  

 

Price Monitoring and Research Unit (PMRU): 

 Kerala is the first State to establish such a monitoring unit as per the proposal of NPPA. 

Members: 

 The State Health Secretary would be the Chairman and the Drugs Controller would be member secretary of 

this unit.  

 Other members include State government representative, representatives of private pharmaceutical 

companies, and those from consumer rights protection fora.  

 The society would also have an executive committee headed by the Drugs Controller 

 

Functions: 

 PMRU units will provide technical assistance to state regulators.  

 To monitor the notified prices of medicines;  

 price movement,  

 collection and compilation of market-based data of scheduled and non-scheduled formulations,  

 Detection of violation of the provisions of Drug Price Control Order;  

 Pricing compliance;  

 Collecting test samples of medicines;  

 Conducting training, seminars and workshops at the state and district levels for consumer awareness. 
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 National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority: 

 NPPA is an organization of the Government of India which was established, inter alia, to fix/ revise the 

prices of controlled bulk drugs and formulations and to enforce prices and availability of the 

medicines in the country, under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 1995.  

 The organization is also entrusted with the task of recovering amounts overcharged by manufacturers for 

the controlled drugs from the consumers.  

 It also monitors the prices of decontrolled drugs in order to keep them at reasonable levels.  

 The parent organization is the Department of pharmaceutical, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.  

             Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

2 More States to Set up Drug Price Units 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 After Kerala, it is now the turn of Punjab and Gujarat to have Price Monitoring & Research Unit (PMRU), 

set up by the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority in collaboration with the Department of Health and 

State Drug Controller. 

 Earlier this year, Kerala became the first State to set up a price monitoring and research unit to track 

violation of prices of essential drugs and medical devices under the Drugs Price Control Order (DPCO). 

Price Monitoring & Research Unit (PMRU): 

 PMRU is aimed at monitoring the notified prices of medicines, detection of violation of the provisions of 

DPCO, pricing compliance and ensuring availability of medicines, among other objectives. 

 The units will function under the supervision of State drug controller. 

Need: 

 The suggestion to set up PMRUs was made against the backdrop of the lack of a field-level link between the 

NPPA and the State Drugs Controllers and State Drug Inspectors to monitor drug prices. 

 Pharma companies have been accused of overcharging prices of drugs in the scheduled category fixed by the 

DPCO and those outside its ambit too. 

Source;- The Hindu 
 

Survey Finds 11,000 Children between 6 and 14 aren’t in School 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, and Human Resources. 

Context: 

 Survey under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has identified 11,306 out-of-school children between 

the ages of 6 and 14 in the capital. 

Key findings: 

 According to the latest U-DISE statistics from 2016-17, the number of children enrolled in school education 

in Delhi between classes I and VIII was 26,19,409. 

 Total number of out-of-school children in the age category 6-10 is 8,404, and in the category 11-14 is 2,902. 

 The number of boys identified as being out of school is higher than girls. 

 The district-wise break-up shows that the highest number of out-of-school children (1,981) were in 

Northwest. This covers areas such as Jahangirpuri, Bhalswa, Azadpur, Narela, Bawana and Holambi Kalan. 

 Districts with high numbers have a sizeable number of resettlement colonies, and a large population pressure 

on a limited number of schools. 

 

Steps taken: 

 Arrangement for special Training Centres to provide bridge courses. 

 Aadhaar based enrolment is being carried out for identified children to better monitoring. 
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Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan: 

 The Union Budget, 2018-19, has proposed to treat school education holistically without segmentation 

from pre-nursery to Class 12 under the scheme. 

 The Scheme will be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme by the Department through a single 

State Implementation Society (SIS) at the State/UT level. 

 It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

Objective:  

 The major objectives of the Scheme are provision of quality education and enhancing learning outcomes 

of students;  

 Bridging Social and Gender Gaps in School Education;  

 Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school education; Ensuring minimum standards in schooling 

provisions; Promoting Vocationalisation of education;  

 Support States in implementation of Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 

2009; and  

 Strengthening and up-gradation of SCERTs/State Institutes of Education and DIET as a nodal agencies 

for teacher training. 

                  Source:- Indian Express 

 

Medical Journals’ Publisher under Fire 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The Indian Journal of Clinical Practice (IJCP) Group, a doctor-run publisher of medical journals, has 

come under flak from public health experts for partnering with American e-cigarette maker Juul Labs 

Inc. Juul, which is evaluating an entry into India, has retained the Group to “better understand the India 

market,” a spokesperson from the company told. 

 Public health experts say it is unethical for journal editors to have financial ties with an e-cigarette 

maker, especially since the U.S.-based tobacco firm Altria Group is an investor in Juul 

E - cigarettes: 

 An electronic cigarette (or e-cig) is a battery-powered vaporizer that mimics tobacco smoking. It works 

by heating up a nicotine liquid, called “juice.” 

 Nicotine juice (or e-juice) comes in various flavors and nicotine levels. 

 e-liquid is composed of ingredients such as :  

 vegetable glycerin (a material used in all types of food and personal care products, like 

toothpaste) and 

 propylene glycol (a solvent most commonly used in fog machines.) 

 propylene glycol is the ingredient that produces thicker clouds of vapor. 

E - Cigarettes - tricky question: 

 E-cigarettes, which dispense nicotine by heating a liquid, are a controversial subject. 

 Even though their aerosols are thought to contain fewer carcinogens than cigarette smoke, experts are 

divided about their safety. 

 India’s Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare favours a ban, and has advised all States to clamp 

down on the sales and manufacture of these products. 

 However, some experts say e-cigarettes can be a part of “harm reduction” policies, because they are a 

comparatively safe alternative to combustible cigarettes. 

 



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

22 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

Far from Clear: 

 Despite studies such as the one by NEJM, the benefits of e-cigarettes are far from clear. Their addictive-

potential is not understood, and some studies show that they can act as a gateway drug for adolescents. 

 “Until independent large scale cohort studies among smokers and mixed tobacco users of varying intensity 

prove harm reduction benefits of ENDS (Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems), the introduction of any new 

technology is a big risk to public health” 

 . 

 Another factor muddying the evidence around e-cigarettes is that the tobacco industry funds several harm-

reduction initiatives, leading to worries that it may be distorting data. 

 For this reason, the World Health Organisation said in a statement in September 2018 that any industry-

funded research “cannot be taken at face value.” 

                 Source:- The Hindu 
 

NGOs Call for Funds to Eliminate TB 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 At the India Showcase Event– a preparatory meeting before the Global Fund’s Sixth Replenishment (2020-

2022), Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO) working to eliminate tuberculosis have urged the 

government to ensure that the National Strategic Plan for 2017-2025 is fully funded and effectively 

implemented to eliminate tuberculosis. 

More about the news: 

 NGOs and other stakeholders have further committed to support the government to  

 create person-centred, rights-based and gender-sensitive response to TB,  

 facilitate last-mile support to TB patients through partnerships with service providers and  

 Provide real-time data on TB cases for an early warning. 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria: 

 It is an international financing organization that mobilizes and invests funds in multi-year cycles known 

as Replenishments, to support national programs aiming at controlling the epidemics of HIV/AIDS, 

tuberculosis and malaria. 

 India has been associated with GFATM since 2002 both recipient and donor. 

 Founded in 2002, the Global Fund is a partnership between governments, civil society, the private 

sector and people affected by the diseases. The organization maintains its secretariat in Geneva, 

Switzerland.     

 

Tuberculosis: 

 Tuberculosis is an infectious, airborne disease caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis. It 

mainly affects the lungs. It can be transmitted from person to person through the air when people with TB 

cough, sneeze, laugh or speak, spit, propelling the germs into the atmosphere 

 With proper diagnosis and treatment, TB can be cured. However, too many people with TB don’t seek care 

for early symptoms and get properly diagnosed. Of those in whom the disease is detected, many do not 
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complete their treatment. 

 The disease also has been reported to be main cause of deaths related to antimicrobial resistance and the 

leading killer of people with HIV. 

 The biggest challenge was underreporting and under diagnosis of TB cases, especially in countries with 

weak health systems and large unregulated private sectors. 

WHO Global TB Report - 2018: 

 India has the highest burden of TB and multi-drug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) -an infectious airborne bacterial 

disease caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 

Steps taken to control TB in India: 

Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP) :which focuses on case-detection and TB treatment 

through Directly Observed Treatment-Short Course (DOTS) strategy  

National Strategic Plan (NSP), 2017-2025 -a framework to provide guidance for the activities of various 

stakeholders to reduce the burden of TB mortality and morbidity, and work towards the elimination of TB in India by 

2025- 5 years ahead of the Sustainable Development Targets (SDG 3.3) which calls to end the epidemics of AIDS, 

tuberculosis, malaria, among others, by 2030. stakeholders to reduce the burden of TB mortality and morbidity, and 

work towards the elimination of TB in India by 2025- 5 years ahead of the Sustainable Development Targets (SDG 

3.3) which calls to end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, among others, by 2030. 
          Source:- The Hindu 

TB Survivors Challenge Patent Extension for Latest Drug 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 Two tuberculosis survivors from India and South Africa have challenged a patent held by 

pharmaceutical giant Johnson & Johnson (J&J), to prevent the firm from extending its monopoly on 

bedaquiline, one of the two latest drugs, to combat the disease. 

Issue: 

 Mumbai’s Nandita Venkatesan and Cape Town’s Phumeza Tisile, both survived drug resistant TB but 

lost their hearing because of the toxicity of drugs used. 

 They are now advocating for a wider rollout of newer drugs like bedaquiline over older forms of 

treatment, including painful injections and drugs with severe side effects. 

 With this patent challenge, petitioners want to stop an extension of the patent monopoly that will 

continue to block people from accessing more affordable generic versions of bedaquiline 

 J&J recently announced a reduced price of $400 for six months of bedaquiline treatment for South 

Africa and countries procuring the drug through the Global Drug Facility, but this falls short of making 

the drug affordable in all countries affected by the DR-TB epidemic 

 The statement also said the J&J patent application being challenged is for the salt form of bedaquiline, 

which does not merit patenting under India’s patent law. 

 If granted, J&J’s monopoly on bedaquiline would be extended from 2023 to 2027, delaying entry of 

generics by four additional years.  

                           Source:- The Hindu 

Swine Flu Death Toll Touches 100 in Rajasthan 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 Four people died of swine flu in Rajasthan, taking the total death toll to 100 in the state so far this year. 

 Also, 87 new cases have been reported in the state, taking the tally of patients to 2,793 in 39 days. 

 Fifty-four deaths and 1,187 cases were reported in Gujarat till February 7, while 30 deaths and 301 cases 

were reported from Punjab, according to data by the Health Ministry. 
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Swine Flu: 

 Swine influenza, also called pig influenza, swine flu, hog flu and pig flu, is an infection caused by any one of 

several types of swine influenza viruses. Swine influenza virus is any strain of the influenza family of 

viruses that is endemic in pigs. 

 Influenza A (H1N1) virus is the subtype of influenza A virus that is the most common cause of human 

influenza. 

 Swine flu is a highly contagious disease, which means that it can spread through human contact and can, in 

fact, affect a person even if an individual touches the surface that an infected person has had contact with 

before. 

 According to the National Health Portal of India, swine flu can infect an individual up to 6 feet away, and 

spreads mainly when an infected person sneezes, coughs or talks. 

Is this the first such swine flu epidemic in India? 

 Although the recent epidemic is a serious concern, it is not the first, or the largest in India. Swine flu cases 

have been reported in India on an intermediate basis since 2012.  

 While 2014 was the year when the least number of cases were reported at 914, the next year saw a spike in 

the number of cases 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

As new cases rise, leprosy in spotlight 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The rise in the number of recorded leprosy cases from 86,147 (in 2013-14) to 90,709 (2017-18), reported a 

decade and a half after India was declared leprosy-free in 2005, has turned the spotlight on the hotspots for 

the disease. 

Facts and Data: 

 Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Maharashtra remain the ‘hotspots’ 

from which maximum prevalence was detected last year. 

 The Leprosy Case Detection Campaign has shown that 34,730 cases were detected in 2016, 32,147 in 2017, 

and 16,097 in 2018. 

 The number of cases reported fell after 2005-06, when India was declared leprosy-free — the prevalence rate 

at the time was 0.84%. 

 The percentage of new child cases from 9.49% in 2013-14 to 8.15% in 2017-18, with the level having 

remained almost stagnant at 8.94% in 2015-16 and 8.69 % in 2016-17. 
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Leprosy: 

 Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is a bacterial disease which affects the skin and nerves 

which can lead to physical deformity and disability if left untreated. 

 Despite a centuries-long stigma, it is not hereditary, it is completely curable, and is only mildly 

infectious – more than 85% of cases are non-infectious and over 95% of the population has a natural 

immunity to the disease. 

 Initially, infections are without symptoms and typically remain this way for 5 to 20 years. 

 Symptoms that develop include granulomas of the nerves, respiratory tract, skin, and eyes. 

 This may result in a lack of ability to feel pain, which can lead to the loss of parts of extremities due to 

repeated injuries or infection due to unnoticed wounds. Weakness and poor eyesight may also be 

present. 

 Leprosy is one of the World’s oldest diseases with India accounting to 60% of the annual new cases. 

 In 2005, it was officially declared eliminated as a public health concern in India.  

 This was when the new cases fell to less than 1 per 10,000.  

 Yet India accounts for the largest number of leprosy affected people in the world 

 

Causes: 

 High population density 

 Poor sanitation and  

 Inadequate access to nutrition are among the reasons for the number remaining high. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

Kerala Takes the Lead in the Fight against Trans Fat 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 In a first, the Health Department has drawn up an action plan to generate public awareness on the harmful 

effects of Trans fatty acids (TFA) in commercially available food items and to encourage the local food 

industry to meet the current statutory limits set for TFA.  

Trans - Fat: 

 The draft is expected to be finalised and released shortly. The initiative has been launched after the Health 

Department’s various studies suggest that an unhealthy diet with a high TFA content is a significant factor 

that pushes up metabolic syndrome and the burden of its associated complications. 

 

 
Support for initiative: 

 Kerala’s initiative has been supported by Vital Strategies-a global public health organization, the nutrition 

wing of the World Bank, WHO, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 
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 FSSAI- the regulatory body for food safety and quality in India-had launched “Heart Attack Rewind”, a 

mass media campaign. It calls for eliminating   industrially-produced trans-fat in the food supply. The FSSAI 

has set a target of less than 2% TFA content by 2022 in India. 

 In 2018, WHO had launched REPLACE- a comprehensive plan to eliminate industrially-produced 

trans-fat from the global food supply by 2023. 

Trans Fat: 

 Trans-fatty acids (TFAs) or Trans fats are the most harmful type of fats which can have much more adverse 

effects on our body than any other dietary constituent. These fats are largely produced artificially but a 

small amount also occurs naturally. Thus in our diet, these may be present as Artificial TFAs and/ or 

Natural TFAs. 

 Artificial TFAs are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the oil to produce fats resembling 

pure ghee/butter. TFA containing oils can be preserved longer, they give the food the desired shape and 

texture and can easily substitute ‘Pure ghee’. These are comparatively far lower in cost and thus add to 

profit/saving. In our diet the major sources of artificial TFAs are the partially hydrogenated vegetable oils 

(PHVO)/vanaspati/ margarine while the natural TFAs are present in meats and dairy products, though in 

small amounts. 

 TFAs pose a higher risk of heart disease than saturated fats. While saturated fats raise total cholesterol 

levels, TFAs not only raise total cholesterol levels but also reduce the good cholesterol (HDL), which helps 

to protect us against heart disease. Trans-fats consumption increases the risk of developing heart disease 

and stroke. It is also associated with a higher risk of developing obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart disease, 

metabolic syndrome, insulin resistance, infertility, certain types of cancers and can also lead to 

compromised fetal development causing harm to the yet to be born baby. 

Source:- The Hindu; Business Line 

Every Drop Matters [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The regulatory framework must be reformed to ensure access to safe and sufficient blood 

Issue: 

 A ready supply of safe blood in sufficient quantities is a vital component of modern health care. In 2015-16, 

India was 1.1 million units short of its blood requirements.  

 There were considerable regional disparities,  with 81 districts in the country not having a blood bank at all. 

  In April 2017, it was reported that blood banks in India had in the last five years discarded a total of 2.8 

million units of expired, unused blood (more than 6 lakh litres). 

Vigil after Collection: 

 To prevent Transfusion-Transmitted Infections (TTIs), collected blood needs to be safe as well. 

 Due to practical constraints, tests are only conducted post-collection. 

 Thus blood donor selection relies on donors filling in health questionnaires truthfully. 

 The collected blood is tested for certain TTIs such as HIV and if the blood tests positive, it has to be 

discarded. 

 However, these tests are not foolproof as there is a window period after a person first becomes infected with 

a virus during which the infection may not be detectable. 

 This makes it crucial to minimise the risk in the first instance of collection. Collecting healthy blood will 

also result in less blood being discarded later. 

 Blood that is donated voluntarily and without remuneration is considered to be the safest. Unfortunately, 

professional donors (who accept remuneration) and replacement donation (which is not voluntary) are both 

common in India. 
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 In the case of professional donors there is a higher chance of there being TTIs in their blood, as these donors 

may not provide full disclosure. 

 In the case of replacement donation, relatives of patients in need of blood are asked by hospitals to arrange 

for the same expeditiously. This blood is not used for the patient herself, but is intended as a replacement for 

the blood that is actually used. In this way, hospitals shift the burden of maintaining their blood bank stock to 

the patient and her family. Here again, there could be a higher chance of TTI’s because replacement donors, 

being under pressure, may be less truthful about diseases. 

Regulations: 

 Blood is considered to be a ‘drug’ under the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

 Therefore, just like any other manufacturer or storer of drugs, blood banks need to be licensed by the Drug 

Controller-General of India (DCGI). 

 For this, they need to meet a series of requirements with respect to the collection, storage, processing and 

distribution of blood, as specified under the Drugs & Cosmetics Rules, 1945. 

 Blood banks are inspected by drug inspectors who are expected to check not only the premises and 

equipment but also various quality and medical aspects such as processing and testing facilities. 

 Their findings lead to the issuance, suspension or cancellation of a licence. 

Issues in Governance: 

 The regulatory framework which governs the blood transfusion infrastructure in India is scattered across 

different laws, policies, guidelines and authorities. 

 In 1996, the Supreme Court directed the government to establish the National Blood Transfusion Council 

(NBTC) and State Blood Transfusion Councils (SBTCs). 

 The NBTC functions as the apex policy-formulating and expert body for blood transfusion services and 

includes representation from blood banks. However, it lacks statutory backing (unlike the DCGI), and as 

such, the standards and requirements recommended by it are only in the form of guidelines. 

 This gives rise to a peculiar situation — the expert blood transfusion body can only issue non-binding 

guidelines, whereas the general pharmaceutical regulator has the power to license blood banks.  

 This regulatory dissonance exacerbates the serious issues on the ground and results in poor coordination and 

monitoring. 

Towards a Solution: 

 The present scenario under the DCGI is far from desirable, especially given how regulating blood involves 

distinct considerations when compared to most commercial drugs. In order to ensure the involvement of 

technical experts who can complement the DCGI, the rules should be amended to involve the NBTC and 

SBTCs in the licensing process. 

 Given the wide range of responsibilities the DCGI has to handle, its licensing role with respect to blood 

banks can even be delegated to the NBTC under the rules. 

 This would go a long way towards ensuring that the regulatory scheme is up to date and accommodates 

medical and technological advances. 

 Despite a 2017 amendment to the rules which enabled transfer of blood between blood banks, the overall 

system is still not sufficiently integrated. 

 A collaborative regulator can, more effectively, take the lead in facilitating coordination, planning and 

management. This may reduce the regional disparities in blood supply as well as ensure that the quality of 

blood does not vary between private, corporate, international, hospital-based, non-governmental 

organizations and government blood banks. 
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Way forward: 

 The aim of the National Blood Policy formulated by the government back in 2002 was to “ensure easily 

accessible and adequate supply of safe and quality blood”. To achieve this goal, India should look to 

reforming its regulatory approach at the earliest. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

Magnitude of Substance Use in India 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 According to recent survey conducted by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in collaboration 

with All India Medical Science (AIIMS) on consumption of substances in India. 

 The survey covered general population (10-75 years), in all the 36 states and union territories covering over 

2 lakh households and 4.73 lakh people in 186 districts of the country. 

Key Findings: 

 India is home to six crore alcohol addicts, more than the population of 172 world nations including Italy. 

 Alcoholism is a condition that requires medical attention, but unfortunately only less than 3% of the people 

with drinking problem get any treatment. 

 There is a large number of people in the country addicted to various drugs.  

 More than 3.1 crore Indians (2.8%) have reported using cannabis products, Bhang, Ganja, Charas, 

Heroin and Opium, in last one year.  

 Unfortunately only one in 20 drug addicts gets treatment at a hospital. 

 Country liquor accounts for 30% of the total liquor consumption, and Indian made foreign liquor also 

account for the same amount. 

 In Punjab and Sikkim, the prevalence of cannabis use disorders is considerably higher (more than 

thrice) than the national average. 

 At the national level, Heroin is most commonly used substance followed by pharmaceutical opioids, 

followed by opium (Afeem). 

 Less than 1% or nearly 1.18 crore people use sedatives, non medical or non prescription use.  

 However, what is more worrying that its prevalence is high among children and adolescents.  

 This problem of addiction of children is more prevalent in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Delhi and Haryana. 

 Cocaine (0.10%) Amphetamine Type Stimulants (0.18%) and Hallucinogens (0.12%) are the categories with 

lowest prevalence of current use in the country. 

Steps Taken by Government : 

 The Government has taken several policy and other initiatives to deal with drug trafficking problem. 

 It constituted Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in November, 2016 and revived the scheme of 

“Financial Assistance to States for Narcotics Control”. 

 In 2017, the government approved new Reward Guidelines with increased quantum of reward for 

interdiction or seizure of different illicit drugs. 

 For effective coordination with foreign countries, India has signed 37 Bilateral Agreements/Memoranda of 

Understanding. 

 Narcotics Control Bureau has been provided funds for developing a new software i.e. Seizure Information 

Management System (SIMS) which will create a complete online database of drug offences and offenders. 

 The government has constituted a fund called “National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse” to meet the 

expenditure incurred in connection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating addicts, 

and educating public against drug abuse, etc. 



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

29 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

 The government is also conducting National Drug Abuse Survey to measure trends of drug abuse in India 

through Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment with the help of National Drug Dependence Treatment 

Centre of AIIMS. 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has drafted National Action Plan for Drug Demand 

Reduction (2018-2023) for addressing the problem of drug and substance abuse in the country, dumping a 

long-pending draft policy on the matter. 

 

Way Forward: 

 Scientific evidence based treatment needs to be made available for people with substance use disorders - at 

an adequate scale 

 A conducive legal and policy environment is needed to help control drug problem 

 Evidence based substance use prevention programs are needed to protect the young people. 

Source:- PIB ; Times of India 

Medical Devices to Be Treated as Drugs 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health 

Context: 

 The Centre in a notification said that medical devices — all implantable devices, CT Scan, PET and 

MRI equipment, defibrillators, dialysis machines and bone marrow separators — will be treated as drugs 

for human beings with effect from April 1, 2020. 

 The decision was taken in consultation with the Drugs Technical Advisory Board. 

Why such Move? 

 Currently, only 23 medical devices are regulated under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 

 Majority of medical devices are completely unregulated in India.  

 With this move, all implantable devices and some diagnostic equipment will be brought into the 

regulatory framework which is important from a patient safety perspective. 

Drugs Technical Advisory Board : 

 DTAB is highest statutory decision-making body on technical matters related to drugs in the 

country. It is constituted as per the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

 It is part of Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) in the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. 

            

   Source:- The Hindu 

 

WHO Prescribes ‘Aerobics 150’ To Stay Fit 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context : 

 World Health Organisation (WHO) has prescribed 150 minutes of weekly physical activity, and stating that 

physical inactivity is now identified as the fourth leading risk factor for global mortality. 

More about the news: 

 The WHO warned that physical inactivity levels are rising in many countries with major implications for the 

prevalence of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and the general health of the population worldwide. 

 Physical inactivity is estimated to be the main cause for approximately 21%-25% of breast and colon 

cancers, 27% of diabetes and approximately 30% of ischaemic heart disease burden. 
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 WHO noted that - Regular and adequate levels of physical activity in adults reduces the risk of hypertension, 

coronary heart disease, stroke, diabetes, breast and colon cancer, depression and the risk of falls; improve 

bone and functional health; and are a key determinant of energy expenditure, and thus fundamental to energy 

balance and weight control 

 The WHO has prescribed adults between the ages of 18 to 64 to  do at least 150 minutes of moderate-

intensity aerobic physical activity throughout the week, or  

  Do at least 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity aerobic physical activity throughout the week, or  

 An equivalent combination of moderate- and vigorous-intensity activity. 

 The WHO has also noted that physical activity has psychological benefits.  

 It helps in self-expression, building self-confidence, social interaction and integration. 

Source :- The Hindu 

Action Plan for Free Treatment of Hepatitis Patients Launched 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context : 

 As part of the National Viral Hepatitis Control Programme, Indian government rolled out National Viral 
Hepatitis Control Program (NVHCP) with an aim to eliminate viral hepatitis that infects and kills more 
than HIV, malaria and tuberculosis combined. 

National Action Plan : 

 The Action Plan provides a strategic framework, based on which National Viral Hepatitis Control Program 
was framed and launched in 2018.  

 The aim is to eliminate hepatitis by 2030. I am confident that the programme will be successful. 

 According to the action plan, one model hepatitis treatment centre will be established in each State in a 
government institution in the first year and model centres will be increased gradually. 

 India plans to have a decentralized health management for hepatitis, which is necessary for effective 
treatment. An integrated plan is being prepared, with the involvement of doctors, experts and state 
governments 

Need of National action Plan : 

 According to WHO estimates, viral hepatitis caused 1.34 million deaths globally in 2015, a number 
comparable to deaths due to tuberculosis, worldwide. 

 In India, it is estimated that there are 4 crore people suffering from Hepatitis B and 0.6-1.2 crore people 
suffering from Hepatitis C. 

National Viral Hepatitis Control Program (NVHCP) : 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the ‘National Viral Hepatitis Control Program’, with 

the goal of ending viral hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030 in the country. 

 It also seeks to achieve significant reduction in the infected population, morbidity and mortality associated 

with Hepatitis B and C, A and E.  

 The program is in line with India’s global commitment towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 3.3. SDG 3.3 calls to end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical 

diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases by 2030. 

Aim : 

 Combat hepatitis and achieve country wide elimination of Hepatitis C by 2030 
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 Achieve significant reduction in the infected population, morbidity and mortality associated with Hepatitis 

B and C viz. Cirrhosis and Hepato-cellular carcinoma (liver cancer) 

 Reduce the risk, morbidity and mortality due to Hepatitis A and E. 

Objective : 

 Enhance community awareness on hepatitis and lay stress on preventive measures among general 

population especially high-risk groups and in hotspots. 

 Provide early diagnosis and management of viral hepatitis at all levels of healthcare 

 Develop standard diagnostic and treatment protocols for management of viral hepatitis and its 

complications. 

 Strengthen the existing infrastructure facilities, build capacities of existing human resource and raise 

additional human resources, where required, for providing comprehensive services for management of viral 

hepatitis and its complications in all districts of the country. 

 Develop linkages with the existing National programmes towards awareness, prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment for viral hepatitis. 

 Develop a web-based “Viral Hepatitis Information and Management System” to maintain a registry of 

persons affected with viral hepatitis and its sequelae 

         

 Source :- The Hindu 

Cabinet Approves Agreement on Proposed Participation of India in PISA 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet, has given ex-post facto approval to the Agreement between India and the Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) for participating in the Programme for International 

Students Assessment (PISA), which will be conducted by the OECD in 2021.  

 The Agreement was signed on 28th January 2019. 

 

Program for International Student Assessment (PISA): 

 It is an international assessment that measures 15-year-old students’ reading, mathematics, and science 

literacy every three years. 

 First conducted in 2000, the major domain of study rotates between reading, mathematics, and science in 

each cycle. PISA also includes measures of general or cross-curricular competencies, such as collaborative 

problem solving. 

 By design, PISA emphasizes functional skills that students have acquired as they near the end of compulsory 

schooling. 

 PISA is coordinated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), an 

intergovernmental organization of industrialized countries, and is conducted in the United States by NCES. 

Data collection for the most recent assessment was completed in Fall 2015. 

 In 2012 PISA test, schools of Shanghai in China topped reading, mathematics and science test, followed 

closely by Singapore. In 2015, Singapore, Japan and Estonia were ranked as top three countries, in that 

order. 

            Source :- PIB 
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Centre Firm on FDI Rules Deadline 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The government has recently said it would not be extending the deadline (February 1, 2019) for 

implementation of the new rules governing FDI in e-commerce. 

 Large e-commerce firms such as Amazon and flip kart have repeatedly approached the Centre seeking either 

dilution of the rules or extension of the deadline. 

New e- commerce Rules: 

 On December 26, 2018, the Centre tightened norms for e-commerce firms and barred online retailers like 

flip kart and Amazon from selling products of the companies in which they have stake. 

 Vendor who purchases 25% or more of its inventory from an e-commerce group company will be considered 

to be controlled by that e-commerce company, and thereby barred from selling on its portal. 

 This provision aims to ensure that vendors in which marketplaces, such as Amazon, have a stake do not sell 

the bulk of their items to a third-party vendor who then goes on to sell those items on the e-commerce 

marketplace. 

 The provision seeks to deny control by the marketplace entity over vendors.  

 E-commerce firm will not be allowed to influence the price of a product sold on its portal by giving 

incentives to particular vendors. 

 

 
           Source:- The Hindu 

Denotified, Nomadic Tribes Not Classified as SC, ST or  OBC 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union government is planning to institute an exercise to identify hundreds of Denotified, Nomadic and 

Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNT/ NT/ SNT) who were never classified as either Scheduled Castes (SC), 

Scheduled Tribes (ST), or Other Backward Classes (OBC) 

Idate Commission report: 

 As per the report prepared by the National Commission on DNT, NT, SNT headed by Bhiku Ramji Idate, 

over 260 extremely marginalised communities have never been identified or included in any of the reserved 

categories.  

 This accounts for 35 per cent of the DNT, 64 per cent of NT, and one per cent of SNT population. 

 According to the Idate Commission report, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have the largest number of DNT 

and NT communities respectively, that are not included in any list. 

Initiatives Taken: 

 In accordance with Balkrishna Renke Commission report 2008, two schemes were implemented starting 

2014-15, namely pre- and post-matric scholarships and construction of hostels for DNT students. 

 However, significant recommendations remained unimplemented. 

These include extending 10 per cent reservation in jobs and education to these communities (Renke report) De-

Notified Tribes (DNTs): 

 DNTs are communities which were “notified” as “born criminal” by the British Government due to specific 

administrative as well as law and order reasons. This was done under a series of laws starting with the 

Criminal Tribes Act, 1871.  After Independence, the Act was repealed in 1952, and the communities were 

“de-notified”, hence the name de-notified tribes. 
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Nomadic Tribes (NTs): 

 NTs are communities that do not have a fixed home and keep on moving from one place to another.  

 They may have a story of their origin, the place where they lived before journeying eternally, but they do not 

have a place to return after travelling for their livelihood. 

Semi- Nomadic Tribes (SNTs): 

SNTs are “partial nomads”.  They have fixed habitations to which they return once in a year, or when their 

occupational activities are expected to cease for a while. 

        Source:- Indian Express 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Finance Minister Piyush Goyal announced the allotment of Rs 750 crore to the Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

(RGM). 

 The objective is to get native breeds to produce more milk, be more fecund, and to raise the quality of Indian 

cows and bulls to eventually outpace Jerseys and Holsteins. 

 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

 Potential to enhance the productivity of the indigenous breeds of India through professional farm 

management and superior nutrition is immense. For this it is essential to promote conservation and 

development of indigenous breeds. 

 The “Rashtriya Gokul Mission” aims to conserve and develop indigenous breeds in a focused and scientific 

manner 

 

Objectives 

 To undertake breed improvement program for indigenous cattle breeds so as to improve genetic makeup and 

increase the stock 

 To enhance milk production and productivity of indigenous bovines 

 To upgrade nondescript cattle using elite indigenous breeds like Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, Tharparkar, Red Sindhi 

 To distribute disease free high genetic merit bulls of indigenous breeds for natural service 

Components: 

 Establishment of village level Integrated Indigenous Cattle Centres viz Gokul Gram 

 Strengthening of bull mother farms to conserve high genetic merit Indigenous Breeds 

 Establishment of Field Performance Recording (FPR) in the breeding tract. 

 Assistance to Institutions/lnstitutes which are repositories of best germplasm 

 Implementation of Pedigree Selection Programme for the Indigenous Breeds with large population 

 Establishing Gopalan Sangh- Breeder’s Societies 

 Distribution of disease free high genetic merit bulls for natural service. 

 Incentive to farmers maintaining elite animals of indigenous breeds 

 Award to Farmers (Gopal Ratna) and Breeders” Societies (Kamadhenu) 

 Organization of Milk Yield Competitions for indigenous breeds 

 Organization of Training Programme for technical and non technical 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Bills to Be Lapsed 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Citizenship Amendment Bill and the Triple Talaq Bill which had been cleared by the Lok Sabha in the last 

session, that were awaiting consideration by the Rajya Sabhais expected to lapse once the 16th Lok Sabha’s 

term ends. 
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More about the news: 

 The bills slated to be debated include: 

1. The Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2019,  

2. Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018,  

3. The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2018,  

4. The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Bill, 2019,  

5. The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019, and  

6. The Aadhaar and other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Stamp Duty Tweak May Lower Cost, Ease Compliance 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The government proposed to bring in a single stamp duty rate for all financial securities transactions, the 

proposal is part of the Finance Bill 2019-20 introduced by Finance Minister Piyush Goyal. 

Stamp duty: 

 The stamp duty collection process for listed securities, making it centralized at a unified rate.  

 So, from the next financial year, stock exchanges will collect the stamp duty for trading stocks at a 

unified rate and deposit the proceeds with the central government, which in turn will divide it among the 

states.  

 At present, brokers collect stamp duty at rates fixed by the state where the trade takes place and deposit it 

with the local government.  

 The move will save brokers from a lot of procedural hassles as stock exchanges and depositories will be 

collecting the stamp duty and transferring it to central government just like the Securities Transaction Tax 

(STT)  

 With stamp duty being kept out of the GST ambit, these proposals showcase the government’s efforts to 

increase ease of doing business. 

  

Stamp duty: 

 Stamp duty has been one of the major sources of direct tax revenue for the government, which is levied and 

payable under the Indian Stamp Act, 1899. 

 The Constitution empowers the central government to collect stamp duty on all documented financial 

instruments including bills of exchange, promissory notes, and transfer forms for transfer of shares, 

debentures, bills of lading, debentures, proxies and letters of credit. 

 On the other hand, while state governments do not have the power to enact any laws for payment of stamp 

duty in respect of these instruments, each state can prescribe a stamp duty on other instruments that fall 

within its list, i.e. the state list, and is reflected in Schedule 1A of the Stamp Act. 

 Under the Stamp Act, the rate of tax on debentures or shares is decided by the central government, but the 

states do not follow this rate.  

 Instead, they levy stamp duty on the total contract value that raises the transaction cost for investors.  

 This would result in states using different powers in the law to tax these transactions at varied rates, 

which in turn lead to arbitrage, inasmuch as intermediaries would seek to route the transactions 

through states that offer lower rates than where they originate. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Vision 2030, highlighting 10 dimensions 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Presenting the Interim Budget, Finance Minister Piyush Goyal has laid out the government’s vision for India 

in 2030, highlighting “10 most important dimensions.” 
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10 most important dimensions: 
1. Physical and Social Infrastructure: To build physical and social infrastructure for a 10 trillion dollar 

economy- This to include next generation roads, railways, seaports, airports, urban transport, gas and 

electric transmission and inland waterways. 

2. Digital India: Digital infrastructure and digital economy of 2030 to be built on successes of digitisation 

of government processes and private transactions 

3. Clean and Green India: Through EVs and renewable energy 

4. Rural Industrialization: develop grass-roots level clusters, structures and mechanisms encompassing 

the MSMEs, village industries and start-ups spread across India. 

5. Clean rivers and efficient use of water resources: safe drinking water to all Indians, sustaining and 

nourishing life and efficient use of water in irrigation using micro-irrigation techniques 

6. Blue Economy: Coastline and ocean waters and inland waterways to power India’s development and 

growth 

7. Space Programme: Global launch-pad of satellites. Place Indian astronaut in space by 2022 

8. Food self-sufficiency: Making India self-sufficient in food, exporting to the world to meet their needs 

and producing food in the most organic way 

9. Health: Distress-free healthcare, a functional & comprehensive wellness system for all 

10. Minimum government, maximum governance: A proactive and responsible bureaucracy which will be 

viewed as friendly to people. 
              Source:- The Hindu 

 

Maharashtra Struggles to Amend APMC Act [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Context: 

 Maharashtra government’s attempt to amend the Maharashtra Agriculture Produce Marketing (Development 

and Regulation) Act, 1963, has hit a roadblock again. 

 It had to withdraw the Bill from the Legislative Council even after it was passed by the Assembly. 

 The Amendment Bill has been in the works for over 14 years and owing to its politically and economically 

important stakeholders, who are farmers, traders and ‘mathadi’ workers (head loaders), the government has 

struggled to push through the changes. 

APMCs in Maharashtra: 

 Maharashtra has 306 APMCs. 

 The APMC Act had made it mandatory for farmers to sell all their crops in the mandi within a geographically 

delineated market area under a particular committee’s jurisdiction. 

Issue: 

 After it was passed in the Assembly last November, the Mumbai and Pune APMCs called a strike, alleging 

that the proposed amendment severely limited their powers.  

 One of the important amendments the Bill seeks to bring about is to free essential items from the purview of 

APMCs and allow them to be sold outside. 

 It is important to note that farmer organizations such as the Shetkari Sanghatana, formerly led by Sharad 

Joshi, support this amendment. 

 Sharad Joshi said that the APMC Act is one of the main reasons why farmers are prey to the monopoly of 

traders. 

Changes: 

 The Bill also has a provision that the APMCs can continue to levy cess/market fee on the produce brought 

and traded in their mandis, but cannot charge anything on goods traded outside. 

 The traders’ lobby had said no levy should be charged if the produce was sold outside. 

 Following the meeting between the stakeholders and the government, sources said a compromise was 

reached to abolish this levy altogether. 
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 One of the amendments that was opposed by traders and farmer organizations was the direct payment to 

farmers from traders for purchase of more than Rs. 2 lakh, bypassing the Adta (the middleman). 

 According to both, the Adta plays an important part as an assurer to both parties, and eliminating his role 

would be harmful to traders as well as to farmers. 

Maharashtra Vs Bihar: 

 Maharashtra is the second State after Bihar to attempt such amendments.  

 While Bihar scrapped it altogether, Maharashtra is trying to do the same, by first allowing traders or 

processors to deal directly with farmers. 

 Neither they nor the farmers will have to go to the APMC yards to buy and sell their produce. The buyers can 

directly buy from farmers based on the price quoted by them. 

 As a matter of fact, unable to get the Bill cleared in both Houses of the Legislature, the government in 

August 2016 de-listed fruits and vegetables from the purview of the APMC through a resolution. 

 Further, it was expanded to all farm products. Apart from the government claim that farmers will get a better 

price after the amendment, it believes that the competitive environment will help the APMCs improve their 

infrastructure as well as their quality of service to attract farmers. 

 The State government will continue to hold meetings with the stakeholders, and is likely to present the Bill, 

approved by all, in the budget session from February 24, 2019. 
           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Centre’s Crackdown Hits Greenpeace 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Environmental group Greenpeace has been forced to shut two of its regional offices in India due to a block 

on its bank account after accusations of illegal donations. 

Issue: 

 Greenpeace has been barred from receiving foreign donations since 2015 as part of a nationwide crackdown 

on charities. 

 The Indian government has cancelled the registrations of nearly 15,000 Non-Governmental groups under the 

Foreign Contribution Regulation Act. 

 Critics argue that the government has been using the foreign funding law as a tool to silence non-profit 

groups which have raised concerns about the social costs of India’s rapid economic development.  

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act: 
 

 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 and rules framed under it (the “FCRA” or “Act”) 

regulate the receipt and usage of foreign contribution by non-governmental organisations (“NGOs”) in India. 

Objective: 

 The intent of the Act is to prevent use of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality for any activity 

detrimental to the national interest.  

 It has a very wide scope and is applicable to a natural person, body corporate, all other types of Indian 

entities (whether incorporated or not) as well as NRIs and oversea branches/subsidiaries of Indian companies 

and other entities formed or registered in India. 

 It is implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Know My India Programme 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 
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 The National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH) is organizing a special workshop for 42 Youth in the 

age group of 15 to 22 years, who have been victims of communal violence in the past, under the Know My 

India Programme beginning in Bengaluru. 

More about the programme: 

 The programme is being organized in collaboration with the Art of Living Foundation.  

 Its objectives is to help the children deal with the post-traumatic stress, provide them life tools to manage their 

emotions and eliminate disturbing impressions of the past events, to have them experience deep relaxation and 

peace, give them a broader and more inclusive view of the world and how each individual is connected with the 

others beyond social identities, the participants, through fun interactive processes, will be taught various body-

breath mechanisms, and practical tools of wisdom. 

 The cornerstone is the powerful rhythmic breathing practice called Sudarshan Kriya, whose regular practice is 

known to significantly reduce stress hormones, improve clarity of mind and increase one’s happiness quotient.  

Know my India programme: 

 It is a unique programme initiated by the NFCH to bring together financially assisted children of the Foundation 

from different States/Regions of the country to promote oneness, fraternity and national integration. 

 The programme is all about familiarization with the environment, family life, social customs, etc. of the people 

living in different parts of the country; developing understanding of the common historical and cultural heritage 

of the country. 
                     Source:-PIB 

 

National Road Safety Week 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is all set to launch the 30th National Road Safety Week, with 

a host of initiatives planned for generating awareness and sensitizing people about safe road usage. 

Theme:- Sadak Suraksha – Jeevan Raksha 

More about the news: 

 Minister of Road Transport and Highways will flag off a motor car rally to commemorate the 150th Birth 

Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

 During the event MoRTH also launch the dashboard for Road Accident Data of India and its states. 

 The Society of Indian Automobile Industry will also declare 2019 as the Year of Road Safety on the 

occasion, to underline its commitment and support for promoting safety on Indian roads. 

 Amar Chitra Katha will release a set of comic books on road safety that it has published. This is aimed at 

creating awareness on the issue among children in an informal format that they can relate to. 

 

 In addition to the above, Retro Reflective Stickers on Sadak Suraksha Jeevan Raksha will be launched on the 

occasion. These will be put on vehicles to improve their conspicuity. 
           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Haj Policy 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has upheld the Haj Policy 2019, which categorises the Haj Group Organisers (HGOs) on 

the parameters of their experience and financial strength.  

 The court found “nothing arbitrary or unreasonable” in such a classification by the government. 

 

More about the news: 

 In a judgment, a Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and S. Abdul Nazeer also drew a line on their power of judicial 

scrutiny of government policy decisions. 

 “It is settled law that policy decisions of the Executive are best left to it and a court cannot be propelled into 

the unchartered ocean of government policy,” Justice Sikri, who authored the verdict, said. Justice Sikri 

wrote that “public authorities must have liberty and freedom in framing the policies.” 
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 The 22-page judgment said the policy was finally drawn on the basis of feedback received from more than 

180 individual Private Tour Operators (PTO) and associations, including the Indian Federation Haj PTOs of 

India and jointly by other PTO associations. 

 The court said the government had paid equal attention to both experience and financial prowess of the 

HGOs while classifying them into various categories. 

 

Haj Pilgrimage: 

 Ministry of Minority Affairs is the nodal ministry to conduct Haj pilgrimage in India. Haj 

pilgrimage for the Indian Pilgrims is conducted either through Haj Committee of India (HCoI), 

which is a statutory organization under the administrative control of Ministry of Minority Affairs or 

through the Private Tour Operators (PTOs). 

● The quota of pilgrims is divided between Haj Committee of India (HCOI) and Private Tour 

Operators (PTOs). 

● Till the year 2012, the PTO Policy was formulated annually. However, in the year 2013, a five year 

PTO Policy for Haj 2013-17 was approved by Hon`ble Supreme Court of India. This Policy 

remained valid till Haj 2017. 

● Based on the recommendations of Haj Policy Committee and the evidence based study conducted by 

IIT Delhi, Ministry framed the PTO Policies for Haj 2018 and subsequently for the next five years 

i.e. Haj 2019-23. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

Digitalization of Schools across the Country 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Central Government has launched an Integrated Scheme for school education- Samagra Shiksha 

 The scheme will subsumes the three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education, from the year 2018-19. 

 Under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Samagra Shiksha, Information & Communication Technology 

(ICT) component envisages covering all Government and Government Aided schools from classes VI to XII. 

Various initiatives for providing education through digital means: 

 ICT in Education Curriculum for School System – ICT curriculum for teachers and students has been 

developed by NCERT. 

 e-pathshala – e-pathshala has been developed by NCERT (National Council for Educational Research and 

Training) for showcasing and disseminating all educational e-resources including textbooks, audio, video, 

periodicals and a variety of other print and non-print materials. 

 National Repository of Open Educational Resources (NROER) – is an initiative to bring together all 

digital and digitisable resources across all stages of school education and teacher education. 

 SWAYAM:- The ‘Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds’ (SWAYAM) is an integrated 

platform for online courses, using Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and covering school 

(9th to 12th) to Post Graduate Level.   

 It offers online courses for students, teachers and teacher educators. It may be accessed on 

swayam.gov.in.  

 SWAYAM PRABHA:-A programme for utilization of satellite communication technologies for 

transmission of educational e-contents through 32 National Channels i.e. SWAYAM  PRABHA DTH-TV 

has been launched. 

 CBSE initiatives:-SARANSH is a tool for comprehensive self-review and analysis for CBSE affiliated 

schools and parents.  

 It enables them to analyse students’ performance in order to take remedial measures.  

 SARANSH brings schools, teachers and parents closer, so that they can monitor the progress of students 

and help them improve their performance. It helps schools to compare their performance vis-à-vis all 

CBSE schools at various levels and also helps parents to compare their ward’s performance within 

school State, Region and National level. It is currently available for Standards IX – XII. 
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 KVS initiatives:- ICT Skills are imparted in all the Kendriya Vidyalayas to the students of classes III to XII. 

Through e-Classrooms, Digital Language Labs and Computer labs further, a pilot project e-Prajna has been 

started for providing tablets pre-loaded with e-content in Maths and Science. 

 Operation Digital Board:- An initiative has been taken by Government of India to provide interactive 

digital boards to nearly 15 lakh classrooms across the country for 9th standard to post graduate level, where 

they can receive lectures from best teachers/professors and access quality e-content, in order to enhance 

overall learning process and experience of the students. 
            Source:- PIB 

 

12th Regional Standards Conclave Held In Odisha 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 12th Regional Standards Conclave in Odisha was organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in 

collaboration with the Department of Commerce, Government of India the MSME Department of the 

Government of Odisha, the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), National Accreditation Board of Certification 

Bodies (NABCB), the Export Inspection Council (EIC), and Centre for Research in International Trade 

(CRIT). 

BIS: 

 BIS has its Headquarters at New Delhi and its 05 Regional Offices (ROs) are at Kolkata (Eastern), Chennai 

(Southern), Mumbai (Western), Chandigarh (Northern) and Delhi (Central). 

 BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016 for the harmonious 

development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

 BIS has been providing traceability and tangibility benefits to the national economy in a number of ways – 

providing safe reliable quality goods; minimizing health hazards to consumers; promoting exports and 

imports substitute; control over proliferation of varieties etc. through standardization, certification and 

testing. 

 

National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB): 

 NABCB a constituent Board of the Quality Council of India (QCI), is the national accreditation body, which 

provides accreditation to Certification as well as Inspection Bodies in accordance with ISO Standards, 

international requirements/ guidelines and NABCB Accreditation Criteria. 

 The National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies provides accreditation to Certification and 

Inspection Bodies based on assessment of their competence as per the Board’s criteria and in accordance 

with International Standards and Guidelines. 

 It is the third accreditation body in the Asia-Pacific region (other two being the accreditation bodies of 

Hong Kong and Mexico) 

 

The Export Inspection Council (EIC): 

 EIC was set up by the Government of India under Section 3 of the Export (Quality Control and Inspection) 

Act, 1963 (22 of 1963), in order to ensure sound development of export trade of India through Quality 

Control and Inspection and for matters connected thereof. 

 EIC is an advisory body to the Central Government 

 It empowers to : 

 Notify commodities which will be subject to quality control and/ or inspection prior to export, 

 Establish standards of quality for such notified commodities, and 

 Specify the type of quality control and/or inspection to be applied to such commodities. 
          Source :PIB 

‘ 

100% Use of VVPAT for Lok Sabha Polls: EC 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 
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Context: 

 Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail machines would be used with all electronic voting machines in the 

coming Lok Sabha election, the Election Commission informed the Madras High Court 

More about the news: 

 The Election Commission informed the Madras High Court that there shall be 100% use of the Voter 

Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) system during the upcoming Lok Sabha election in accordance with 

the directive given by the Supreme Court in 2013 to gain voter confidence. 

 The submission was made during the hearing of a public interest litigation petition seeking 100% use of the 

VVPAT during every election. 

Opposition Concern: 

 Earlier, Leaders of opposition parties had demanded that the EC should ensure that 50% of the EVM results 

were matched and cross-checked with VVPATs before it declared the results in the Lok Sabha election. 

VVPAT: 

 VVPAT or Voter verifiable paper audit trail is a method to provide feedback to voters using 

ballot-less or electronic voting system. 

  It was introduced as a pilot project for the first time in 2014 Lok Sabha Elections. They are now 

used in all General and State Assembly Elections. 

 VVPAT allows every voter to see a printed slip for seven seconds to verify and confirm that the 

vote cast had gone to the candidate of his or her choice. 

  VVPAT is provides for mechanism to detect possible election fraud or malfunction, and to provide 

a means to audit the stored electronic results. 

              Source:- The Hindu 

 

Government’s Subsidy Expenditure Increased 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Rising LPG prices and higher subscribers have resulted in the government’s subsidy expenditure over 

the last two years reversing a declining trend established in the previous six years. 

 

Rising Subsidy Prices: 

 Expenditure on subsidies is expected to be at 9.83% of total expenditure in 2019-20, up from the 9.65% 

in 2018-19. 

 Spending on subsidy has been falling consistently from 18.2% in 2012-13 to 8.15% in 2017-18 

 However, the reason for reversal this year accounts to sharp rise in food and petroleum subsidies due 

to hike in Minimum Support Price and increased allocation for the Direct Benefit Transfer scheme 

for LPG respectively. 

 Two major schemes in LPG sectors are PAHAL scheme and Ujjwala Yojana. First, involves direct cash 

transfers to LPG consumers and second seeks to give free LPG connections to poor households. 

Interesting facts is allocations for Ujjwala Yojana have fallen nearly 15% in 2019-20 despite an increase 

in coverage. 

 Rising trend in subsidy expenditure for social welfare schemes is not a serious matter of concern as long 

as it doesn’t hampers fiscal consolidation plan of the government. 
           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Ease of Doing Agri-Business Index 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 
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 The government plans to launch an index to rank states on the basis of ease of doing agri-business. 

Ease of doing Agri - Business Index: 

 The proposed index has taken the aspects of increasing production/productivity, increasing price 

realization of agri produce and decreasing input costs of production, risk mitigation and investment 

related attributes. 

 Agriculture being a State subject, the State Governments undertakes development of perspective plans 

and ensures effective implementation of the programmes/ schemes.  

 Also, Government of India supplements the efforts of the State Governments through various Schemes/ 

Programmes.  

 The index will obviously help in fostering agriculture among States by promoting a competitive spirit 

amongst the States. 
            Source:- PIB 

 

Advocates Views in Media 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Attorney General of India filed contempt proceedings against Prashant Bhushan for tweeting wrong 

facts about government on an ongoing case which could mislead the court 

 The Supreme Court agreed to examine the possibility of imposing curbs on advocates airing their views in 

the media about pending cases and the judges handling them. 

 

Freedom carries with it responsibility: 

 Court observed that advocates often share details of cases and attack judges on media but code of conduct of 

judges does not allow them to defend themselves against criticisms on media, which maligns the judiciary. 

 Recently another SC bench criticized lawyers for attributing political colour to judges branding it as 

contempt of court and asked the Bar to protect honest judges. 

 Advocates have to balance their freedom of speech and the responsibility associated with their court work. 
       Source:- The Hindu 

Unregulated Deposit Schemes to Be Banned 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on February 6 approved the proposal to amend Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes 

Bill, 2018. 
 

Need of the Scheme: 

 As in the recent past, there have been rising instances of people in various parts of the country being 

defrauded by illicit deposit taking schemes.  

 The worst victims of these schemes are the poor and the financially illiterate, and the operations of such 

schemes are often spread over many States. 

 As per information provided by RBI, during the period between July, 2014 and May, 2018, 978 cases of 

unauthorized schemes were discussed in State Level Coordination Committee (SLCC) meetings in various 

States/UTs and were given to the respective regulators/law enforcement agencies in the states. 

 A large number of such instances have been reported from the eastern part of the country. 

Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018: 

 Aim: To put an end to the hazard of illicit deposit schemes and prevent such schemes from duping the poor 

and gullible. 

 The Bill defines “Deposit Taker” and “Deposit” comprehensively; 

 “Deposit Takers” include all possible entities (including individuals) receiving or soliciting deposits, except 

specific entities such as those incorporated by legislation; 
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 “Deposit” is defined in such a manner that deposit-takers are restricted from camouflaging public deposits 

as receipts, and at the same time, not to curb or hinder acceptance of money by an establishment in the 

ordinary course of its business. 

 

Key provisions: 

 The Bill contains a substantive banning clause which bans Deposit Takers from promoting, operating, 

issuing advertisements or accepting deposits in any Unregulated Deposit Scheme.  

 The principle is that the Bill would ban unregulated deposit taking activities altogether, by making them 

an offence ex-ante rather than the existing legislative-cum-regulatory framework which only comes into 

effect ex-post with considerable time lags; 

 The Bill creates three different types of offences, namely,  

 running of Unregulated Deposit Schemes,  

 fraudulent default in Regulated Deposit Schemes, and  

 wrongful inducement in relation to Unregulated Deposit Schemes. 

 The Bill provides for severe punishment and heavy pecuniary fines to act as deterrent. 

 The Bill has adequate provisions for disgorgement or repayment of deposits in cases where such schemes 

nonetheless manage to raise deposits illegally. 

 The Bill provides for attachment of properties / assets by the Competent Authority, and subsequent 

realization of assets for repayment to depositors; 

 Clear-cut time lines have been provided for attachment of property and restitution to depositors; 

 The Bill enables creation of an online central database, for collection and sharing of information on 

deposit-taking activities in the country; 

Background: 

 The Finance Minister in the Budget Speech 2016-17 had announced that a comprehensive Central legislation 

would be brought in to deal with the menace of illicit deposit taking schemes 

 The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018, which was introduced in Parliament on 18th July, 

2018. 
           Source:- The Hindu; PIB 

 

 

Ordinance to curb Ponzi schemes gets nod 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Cabinet approved the promulgation of an ordinance with regard to the Banning of Unregulated 

Deposit Schemes Bill, and allowing amendments to the Companies Act to protect investors from Ponzi 

schemes. 

Aim: 

 Banning unregulated deposit collections altogether, by making such activities an offence ex-ante, replacing 

the existing legislative-cum-regulatory framework that only comes into effect ex-post, with considerable 

time lags. 

Key provisions: 

 The ordinance on Ponzi schemes will prohibit all deposit-taking activities that are not regulated by various 

regulators. 

 It will identify three different types of offences — running of unregulated deposit schemes, fraudulent 

default in regulated deposit schemes, and wrongful inducement in relation to unregulated deposit schemes.  

 The related Bill prescribes monetary penalty which could be as high as Rs 50 crore and a jail term of up to 

10 years for duping depositors. 

 The ordinance to amend the Companies Act will re-categorise 16 minor offences as purely civil defaults. 

           Source :- Business Standard 
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Panel Defers Resort Project at Andaman 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 An expert committee of the Union Environment Ministry has “deferred” clearance to  Rs 100 crore proposal 

by the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation Limited (ANIIDCL) to develop 

an island resort, as well as put up “premium tents” and “tree houses”, on the grounds that it doesn’t account 

for the biodiversity of the islands’ coast. 

More about the news: 

 The project has been postponed on the grounds that the area is ecologically fragile, rich in biodiversity and 

solid waste management is a major concern and thus it necessitates a field visit to assess the potential impact 

of tourism on the area. 

 Environmentalist have also raised concerns over Coastal Regulation Zone 2018 notification as it had allowed 

infrastructure development along the Indian coasts, thus putting the fragile coastal ecology at stake. 

 A NITI Aayog report notes that though the footfall of domestic tourists in Andaman and Nicobar Islands rose 

steadily between 2011 and 2016, the arrival of foreign tourists have remained stagnant. 

 In order to boost tourism, the Centre has revived an Island Development Agency that is mandated with 

coordinating infrastructure projects in Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cabinet Approves Unified Regulator for IFSCS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on February 6, 2019, approved the establishment of a unified authority for regulating all 

financial services in International Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) in India through the International 

Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019. 

Key Fact: 

 India’s first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) became operational on April 11, 2015 at GIFT 

City in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

International Financial Service centre: 

 The International Financial Services Centre is the institution that caters to customers outside the 

jurisdiction of the domestic economy.  

 These centres deal with flows of finance, financial products and services across borders. 

 

Functions of IFSC: 

 An IFSC helps bring back the financial services and transactions that are currently carried out in offshore 

financial centres by Indian corporate entities and overseas branches of financial institutions to India by 

offering business and regulatory environment. 

 The centre works on the similar lines as that of other leading international financial centres in the world 

like London and Singapore.  

 It provides Indian corporates easier access to global financial markets.  

 IFSC also compliments and promotes further development of financial markets in India. 

Need for Unified Authority: 

 At present, the banking, capital markets and insurance sectors in IFSC are regulated by multiple regulators 

such as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and Insurance 

Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).  

 The nature of business in the IFSCs requires a high degree of inter-regulatory coordination and regular 

clarifications in the existing regulations governing financial activities in IFSCs.  
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 Hence, a need was felt for having a unified financial regulator for IFSCs in India to provide world class 

regulatory environment to financial market participants.  

 The unified authority would provide the much needed thrust for further development of IFSC in India. 

 

Key features: 

Management of Authority: 

 The Authority will consist of a Chairperson, one Member each to be nominated by the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI), the Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 

of India (IRDAI) and the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). 

 Two members will be nominated by the Central Government and two other whole-time or full-time or part-

time members will also be there. 

Functions of Authority: 

 The Authority will regulate financial services, financial products and financial institutions in an IFSC which 

has already been permitted by the Financial Sector Regulators for IFSCs. 

 It will also regulate such other financial products, financial services or institutions notified by the Central 

Government from time to time. 

 It will recommend to the Central Government such other financial products, financial services and financial 

institutions which may be permitted in the IFSCs. 

Powers: All the powers enjoyed by the respective financial sector regulatory such as RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, under the 

respective Acts will be exercised by the Authority in the IFSCs. 

Process and Procedure: 

 The Authority will follow such processes and procedures which are governed in accordance with the 

provisions of the respective Acts of Parliament applicable to financial products, services or institutions. 

 The Central Government, after due appropriation made by Parliament by law, may grant few funds to the 

authority for its purposes. 

 The transactions of financial services in the IFSCs will be done in the foreign currency as specified by the 

Authority in consultation with the Central Government. 
           Source:- The Hindu; PIB 

 

Abolition of Institution of Income-Tax Ombudsman and Indirect Tax Ombudsman 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister  Narendra Modi has approved the proposal for Abolition of 

Institution of Income-Tax Ombudsman and Indirect Tax Ombudsman. 

Necessity of abolition: 

 The approval comes in the wake of alternative complaint redressal mechanisms chosen by public and the 

institution of Ombudsman could not prove to be more effective than regular existing parallel channels of 

grievance redressal. 

 The Institution of Income-Tax Ombudsman was created in the year 2003 to deal with grievances of public 

related to settlement of complaints relating to Income Tax. However, the Institution of Ombudsman failed to 

achieve its objectives.  

 It was observed that institution of new complaints have in turn fallen to single digits.  

 Also, tax payers started preferring alternate methods of grievance redressal like CPGRAMS (Centralized 

Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System), AaykarSevaKendras etc. further, it was also decided in  

2011 to close vacant offices of Indirect Tax Ombudsman. 
            Source:- PIB 

 

 

National Institutes of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and Management Bill, 2019 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 
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 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the introduction of National 

Institutes of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and Management Bill, 2019. 

Objective: 

 To confer the status of Institutions of National Importance to National Institute of Food Technology, 

Entrepreneurship and Management (NIFTEM) at Kundli, Haryana, and the Indian Institute of Food 

Processing Technology (IIFPT) at Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu. 

Benefits: 

 The legislation would provide for functional autonomy to the institutes to design and develop courses, 

undertake research activities and leverage enhanced status in their academic pursuits, so that they 

become world class institutes. 

  The institutes would implement the reservation policy of the Government and would also undertake 

special outreach activities for the benefits of concerned stakeholders.  

 It would enable the institutes to provide world class teaching and research experience by adopting 

innovative practices. 
            Source:- PIB 

RBI Cuts Rates to Spur Growth 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies Government policies 

and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 RBI's monetary policy committee, led by Governor Shaktikanta Das, cut its repo rate by 25 basis points 

to 6.25 per cent and changed its stance to 'neutral' from 'calibrated tightening'.  

 The rate reduction was the first since August 2017. 

Highlights of Monetary policy review: 

 The RBI also simultaneously changed the stance of the policy to ‘neutral’ from ‘calibrated tightening,’ 

which indicates that the central bank remains ready to move in either direction based on incoming data. 

 RBI has taken this decision because India’s consumer price based inflation is averaged at 3 per cent in 

last five months against RBI’s Parliament-mandated target of 4 per cent. 

 With the RBI cutting interest rate, the banks may pass the benefit to customers and slash Their Marginal 

Cost of Funds Based Lending Rates (MCLR). 

 The transmission of this rate cut should reduce the borrowing costs of retail borrowers, MSMEs and 

corporates, thereby boosting private consumption. This will help in achieving the interim budget’s 

objective of stimulating private consumption and housing demand. 

 Growth projections falling in the range of 7.2-7.4%, from 7.5% posited in the RBI’s December statement 

due to contracted production and import of capital goods, shortfall of 4% in Rabi sowing across various 

crops and slowdown in farm output growth. 

 RBI’s policy fails to make any statement regarding fiscal prudence and there is a fear that government’s 

fiscal deficit target of 3.4 percent for next fiscal was a bit too optimistic and the excess borrowing could 

lead to higher inflation. 
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Repo rate: 

 Repurchase Options or in short Repo, is a money market instrument, which enables collateralised short 

term borrowing and lending through sale/purchase operations in debt instruments. 

 This is an instrument used by the Central Bank and banking institutions to manage their daily / short 

term liquidity. 

 Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in case of India) 

lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds.  

 Repo rate is used by monetary authorities to control inflation.  

 In the event of inflation, central banks increase repo rate as this acts as a disincentive for banks to 

borrow from the central bank. This ultimately reduces the money supply in the economy and thus helps 

in arresting inflation.  

 The central bank takes the contrary position in the event of a fall in inflationary pressures.  

 Repo and reverse repo rates form a part of the liquidity adjustment facility.  

                 Source:- The Hindu 

Only 50% of Pan Linked to Aadhaar 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 With less than two months to go for the deadline to link Permanent Account Number (PAN) and 

Aadhaar, only a little more than half of PAN holders have linked them, Central Board of Direct Taxes 

Chairman Sushil Chandra said. 

Linking of PAN with Aadhaar: 

 Supreme Court ruled that the linking of PAN with Aadhaar is mandatory to file income tax returns from 

April 1, 2019 onward, it is mandatory for even those who do not need to file returns. 
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 According to Section 139AA of the Income Tax Act, not only is PAN mandatory for filing income tax 

returns but it is also mandatory to link Aadhaar while applying for PAN card. 

 In case of failure to link the Aadhaar number, the permanent account number shall be deemed to be 

invalid. 

Why linking of PAN and Aadhaar is Mandatory? 

 To avoid tax evasion because number of PAN card holders far exceeds the number of people filing 

income tax returns. 

 Income tax returns filed stands at just about 16% of the total number of PANs allotted. 

Issues: 

 One major problem arising out of the mandatory linking of the two IDs is that many people in South 

India have name mismatch. 

 Many people have abbreviations in their names in Aadhaar, whereas the PAN does not allow 

abbreviations. 

Way forward: 

 They could possibly allow name mismatches, but then ensure that the other details such as date of birth, 

address, etc, are matching so that there is no erroneous linkage of PAN and Aadhaar. 
                        Source:- The Hindu 

Divisional Status to Ladakh 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Jammu and Kashmir Governor, Satya Pal Malik on February 8, 2019 granted the Divisional Status 

to Ladakh Region, while exercising its powers under Section 5 of Land Revenue Act, 1996. 

 The Ladakh division will comprise Leh and Kargil districts with its headquarters at Leh.  

 Till now, the Ladakh region formed a part of the Kashmir Division of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 The State Government also approved creation of the posts of Divisional Commissioner (Ladakh), Leh 

and Inspector General of Police (Ladakh), Leh.  

 

Ladakh 3rd Division of Jammu and Kashmir: 

 Ladakh became the third Division in the state with the other two being Jammu, and Kashmir. 

 The Ladakh division is now the biggest division in the state with 86,909 sq. km of area, followed by 

Jammu division of 26,293 sq km at second and Kashmir Division of 15,948 sq km at third. 

  

Significance of Divisional Status: 

 The Divisional status would facilitate the Ladakh Region in a great way to progress.  

 Ladakh has two Hill Councils for its administration, one in Leh and the other in Kargil. With the 

Divisional Status, both Leh and Kargil districts will get equal benefits.  

 Offices and the opportunities will be distributed to both the districts. 

 With this, the routine administrative clearances for Leh and Kargil can now be obtained at 

Divisional headquarters in Leh. 

 It also brings opportunities of employment of different levels in various departments for the locals. 

Background: 

 For almost last three decades, Ladakh region has been demanding for Union Territory status with a 

proper legislation. 

 In 2018, the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (LAHDC) of Leh and Kargil had 

unanimously passed a resolution demanding divisional status for Ladakh. 
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 LAHDCs, which is vested with powers of local governance in Leh and Kargil, was established by the 

enactment of Jammu and Kashmir Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council Act, 1997 (amended 

in 2018). 

                       Source:- The Hindu 

Rehabilitation Scheme for Naga Cadres 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 A Parliamentary panel has recommended the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) prepare a detailed and 

generous rehabilitation-cum-settlement scheme for the cadres of National Socialist Council of Nagaland 

(Isak-Muivah), the group that signed a Naga Framework Agreement with the Centre in 2015. 

NSCN: 

 The NSCN-IM is an insurgent group of Nagas, operating in Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, and Arunachal 

Pradesh. Its objective is to establish Greater Nagaland (Nagalim) consisting of all Naga inhabited areas in 

Northeast India and it has spearheaded a rebellion for the same. 

 The Naga Peace Accord was signed between the Government of India and the Naga armed groups headed by 

the NSCN-IM in 2015. The accord seeks to end the Naga insurgency. 

 This group has had major splits, Issac-Muivah faction (NSCN – IM) is currently involved in peace talks with 

the Indian government, while the Kaplang faction with its major operations in Myanmar is designated as a 

terror outfit by India. 

Reduce AFSPA in Assam: 

 The parliamentary panel has also raised concerns over Assam government’s decision over the continuance of 

the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in the state.  

 This is in contrary to the government’s claim that the security situation in Assam has improved. 

 Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in 

“disturbed areas”.  

 An area is considered to be disturbed when there are disputes between religious, racial, language, regional 

groups, castes or communities that it necessitates the use of armed forces to maintain law and order. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Third Round of OALP Offers 23 Oil, Gas, Coal-Bed Methane Blocks 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The ministry of petroleum and natural gas has launched the third bidding round under the Open Acreage 

Licensing Policy (OALP), offering 23 hydrocarbon blocks covering over 31,000 sq km for exploration. 

3rd Round of OALP  Bidding: 

 With the launch of the third bidding round, more than 1,20,000sq km has now been made available for 

exploration in last one year under the OALP. 

 The 23 blocks offered now are spread across states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 

Odisha, Assam, West Bengal, Nagaland, Tripura, Maharashtra, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. Some 

blocks are also in eastern and western offshore. 

 The OALP, a critical part of the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy, provides uniform licences 

for exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbons, enabling contractors to explore conventional as 

well as unconventional oil and gas resources.  

 Fields are offered under a revenue-sharing model and throw up marketing and pricing freedom for crude 

oil and natural gas produced 
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Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) : 

 OALP was introduced vide a Cabinet decision of the Government dated 10.03.2016, as part of the new 

fiscal regime in exploration sector called HELP or Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy, so as 

to enable a faster survey and coverage of the available geographical area which has potential for oil and 

gas discovery. 

 Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) gives an option to a company looking for exploring 

hydrocarbons to select the exploration blocks on its own, without waiting for the formal bid round from 

the Government.  

 Under Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP), a bidder intending to explore hydrocarbons like oil and 

gas, coal bed methane, gas hydrate etc., may apply to the Government seeking exploration of any new 

block (not already covered by exploration). Fields are offered under a revenue-sharing model and throw 

up marketing and pricing freedom for crude oil and natural gas produced. 

 Under the OALP, once an explorer selects areas after evaluating the National Data Repository (NDR) 

and submits the EoI, it is to be put up for competitive bidding and the entity offering the maximum share 

of oil and gas to the government is awarded the block. 

 NDR has been created to provide explorers’ data on the country’s repositories, allowing them to choose 

fields according to their capabilities.  

 Data received through the National Seismic Programme, an in-depth study of 26 sedimentary 

basins, are continuously being added to the NDR. 

Source:- Economic Times; PIB 

 

Punjab Signs MoU for Biofuel Project 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The technology for the project will be provided by the US giant Honeywell 

 In a bid to tackle stubble burning and boost the renewable energy sector, the Punjab government on 11 Feb 

2019 signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Delhi-based Virgo Corporation for aRs 630 crore 

biofuel project. 

Significance: 

 The project would pave way for potential future collaborations in terms of investments, technology 

transfer between Punjab and the US. 

 The project as a landmark that would be instrumental in generating renewable energy.            

 The shift towards renewable energy, Punjab would also augment its power generation capacity with a 

commitment for a cleaner future. 

 Besides incentivizing farmers to sell their crop stubble in lieu of burning it, the project would support the 

government's requirements for national biofuel blending targets as well as important air quality initiatives, 

such as the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). 

 The project could bring sustainable solutions and positive change.  



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

50 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

Biofuel: 

 Biofuels are liquid or gaseous fuels primarily produced from biomass, and can be used to replace or 

can be used in addition to diesel, petrol or other fossil fuels for transport, stationary, portable and 

other applications.  

 Crops used to make biofuels are generally either high in sugar (such as sugarcane, sugarbeet, and 

sweet sorghum), starch (such as maize and tapioca) or oils (such as soybean, rapeseed, coconut, 

sunflower). 

 

Categories of Biofuels: 

 First generation biofuels - First-generation biofuels are made from sugar, starch, vegetable oil, or 

animal fats using conventional technology. Common first-generation biofuels include Bioalcohols, 

Biodiesel, Vegetable oil, Bioethers, Biogas. 

 Second generation biofuels - These are produced from non-food crops, such as cellulosic biofuels 

and waste biomass (stalks of wheat and corn, and wood). Examples include advanced biofuels like 

biohydrogen, biomethanol. 

 Third generation biofuels - These are produced from micro-organisms like algae. 

Source:- Business Standard 

 

Bill to Counter Exploitation by NRI Spouses 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 In a bid to counter growing incidents of exploitation of Indian women by NRI (Non Resident Indian) 

spouses, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has introduced a Bill in the RajyaSabha. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) stated that the Bill will create accountability and protect those who 

are trapped in fraudulent marriages and are abandoned by their spouses. 

Highlights of the Bill: 

 A marriage between an NRI and an Indian citizen will have to be registered within 30 days from the date of 

marriage. Necessary legal provisions have been created in the criminal code and the Passports Act, 1967, to 

initiate action against erring NRI spouses. 

 The introduction of the Bill was necessitated by the Ministry of External Affairs due to numerous complaints 

received from Indian nationals, mostly women deserted or harassed by their Non-Resident Indian spouses 

 The Bill, which has been championed by the MEA, the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(MoWCD), Ministry of Home Affairs (MoEA) and Ministry of Law and Justice (MoLJ) is aimed at prevent 

victimisation of Indian nationals in fraudulent marriages. 

 It is expected that the Bill will serve as a deterrent for NRI spouses, who use marriages as a tool of 

exploitation. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Conference on Unani Medicine 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Two day Conference on Unani Medicine for Public Health inaugurated. Organized by the Central Council 

for Research in Unani Medicine (CCRUM) as a part of 3rd Unani Day celebration here in New Delhi. 
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 To pay tribute to Hakim Ajmal Khan, whose birth anniversary is celebrated as Unani Day on 11th February 

every year. 

Theme - Unani Medicine for Public Health  

Unani: 

 Ibn-e- Sina popularly known as Avicenna, one of the greatest scholars of Unani Tibb (medicine), has 

defined Unani Medicine as “It is the science in which we learn various states of body in health and when not 

in health and the means by which health is likely to be lost and when lost, is likely to be restored”. 

 Unani-tibbor Unani Medicine is a form of traditional medicine practiced in Middle- East and South-Asian 

countries. It refers to a tradition of Graeco-Arabic medicine, which is based on the teachings of Greek 

physician Hippocrates and Roman physician Galen and developed into an elaborate medical system in 

middle age era by Arabian and Persian physicians, such as Rhazes (al-Razi), Avicenna (Ibn-e- Sina), Al-

Zahrawi, and IbnNafis. 

 It originated in Greece almost 2500 years back, which is herbo- animo- mineral in origin (Approximately 

90% herbal, 4-5% animal and 5-6 % mineral). 

 It is not only the original science of medicine but also a rich store house of principles and philosophies of 

medicine which can be of immense value to the medicine in particular and science in general. 

                        Source:- PIB 

 

National Productivity Week 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 National Productivity Council (NPC), an autonomous registered society under Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, NPC is celebrating its 61st Foundation Day.  

 NPC observes foundation day as Productivity Day and the National Productivity Week from February 12-18, 

2019. 

Theme: “Circular Economy for Productivity & Sustainability”  

 Theme represents a unique opportunity for circular business model for Make à Use à Return.  

 It presents an opportunity for long term economic prospects and regeneration of materials.  

 Transitioning to an efficient circular economy will benefit industry and all stakeholders now and in 

future. 

Circular economy: 

 circular economy aims to redefine growth, focusing on positive society-wide benefits.  

 It entails gradually decoupling economic activity from the consumption of finite resources, and designing 

waste out of the system. 

 The circular economy follows the principle of preservation and enhancement of natural capital by controlling 

finite stocks and balancing renewable resource flows. 

 Circular economy has the potential to increase productivity and create jobs, whilst reducing carbon 

emissions and preserving valuable raw materials. It provides for a way of creating value. 

            Source:- PIB 

Fifth International Dam Safety Conference 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The 5th International Dam Safety Conference–2019 is held during February 2019 in Bhubaneswar as a joint 

initiative of the Government of India, Government of Odisha and the World Bank under aegis of the on-
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going World Bank assisted Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) as a part of institutional 

strengthening.  

Dam Safety Conference: 

 Dam Safety Conferences are being organized as an annual event in different DRIP States in collaboration 

with the Implementing Agencies and leading academic institutes to provide a common platform for all 

stakeholders including non-DRIP States. 

 The basic objective of these annual events is to give exposure to non-DRIP States as well as other 

stakeholders across the Country and World, to the best global practices and technological advancements to 

address the emerging dam safety challenges.  

 As these events are being organised in various regional centres of the country, they also make aware the 

overseas delegates with culture and traditions of India 

Dam Safety in India: 

 Globally India ranks third after China and the USA in terms of the number of large dams with 5264 large 

dams in operation and 437 large dams under construction. 

 The total storage capacity of the impounded water by these dams is about 283 billion cubic meters (BCM). 

 About 80% of our large dams are over twenty-five years old. About 209 dams are over 100 years old and 

were built in an era when design practices and safety considerations were much below the current design and 

safety norms. 

 Dams play a vital role in water security and foster rapid and sustained growth in agricultural, rural, urban 

and industrial development, which have been key priorities for the Govt. of India since independence.  

Dam rehabilitation and improvement project (DRIP) : 

 In April 2012, project started by Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga 

Rejuvenation through Central Water Commission with World Bank assistance. 

 The overall implementation, supervision, and coordination of DRIP has been entrusted to the 

Central Water Commission. 

 The project envisaged the rehabilitation and improvement of  the projects located in seven States 

namely Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand. 

Objective: 

 The objective of DRIP is not to provide budgetary support for regular Operation and 

Maintenance (O & M),  

 to bring new initiatives in the dam safety area through technological advancements, novel 

rehabilitation construction materials,  

 best global dam safety practices,  

 capacity building of dam owning agencies as well as other selected stakeholders,  

 cross-learning among partners,  

 publication of technical guidelines and manuals, strengthening of the State and the Central Dam 

Safety Organisations etc. 

Source:- PIB 

 

Various Initiatives Taken towards Combating and Adapting to Climate Change 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has released a publication titled “India – 

Spearheading Climate Solutions” on climate actions in India. 

 The publication mentions the key initiatives undertaken by India under various sectors towards combating 

and adapting to climate change. 
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Initiatives of Government toward combating Climate change: 

 India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) : 

 which covers eight major missions on Solar, Enhanced Energy Efficiency, Sustainable Habitat, Water, 

Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem, Green India, Sustainable Agriculture and Strategic Knowledge on 

Climate Change 

 

 International Solar Alliances (ISA) : 

 ISA was jointly launched by the Prime Minister NarendraModi, and the then President of France, 

Francois Hollande in Paris on the side-lines of CoP 21 in 2015.  

 The vision and mission of the alliance is to provide a dedicated platform for cooperation among solar 

resource rich countries that lie completely or partial between the Tropics of Capricorn & Cancer. 

 

 State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC): 

 State governments have drafted climate strategies aligned with the eight National Missions under the 

NAPCC.  

 The strategies focus on issues ranging from climate mitigation, energy efficiency, and resource 

conservation to climate adaptation. 

 

 FAME Scheme – for E-mobility: 

 Union Government in April 2015 launched Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric 

vehicles (FAME) – India Scheme with an aim to boost sales of eco-friendly vehicles in the country.  

 It is a part of the National Mission for Electric Mobility. 

 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation (AMRUT) – for Smart Cities 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana– for access to clean cooking fuel 

 UJALA scheme - for embracing energy efficient LED bulbs 

 Swachh Bharat Mission 

            Source:-PIB 

Rajasthan Clears 5% Quota for Gujjars 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Rajasthan Assembly on Wednesday unanimously passed a Bill giving 5% reservation in government 

jobs and education to Gujjars and four other nomadic communities. 

 Not just the 'Gujjar quota', the Assembly also gave its nod for 10% EWS (economically weaker section) 

quota approved by the Centre.  

 Thereby taking the total reservation in Rajasthan to 64%, by breaching the 50% cap set by the Supreme 

Court on three different occasions in the past. 

Highlights of the Bill: 

 The government had introduced the Rajasthan Backward Classes (Reservation of Seats in Educational 

Institutes in the State and of Appointments and Posts in Services under the State) Amendment Bill, 

2019, in the Assembly for giving reservation to Gujjars and the other castes. 

 The bill seeks to increase the backward classes' reservation from the present 21 percent to 26 percent with 

five percent reservation to Gujjars, Banjaras, GadiaLohars, Raikas and Gadaria. 

 The bill also provides for increasing the income limit for defining creamy layer in OBC from Rs 2.5 lakh to 

Rs 8 lakh per annum. 
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 The Rajasthan Government requesting the Centre to put the bill titled "Rajasthan Backward Classes 

(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutes in the State and of Appointments and Posts in Services under 

the State) Amendment Bill, 2019" in Schedule IX of the Constitution to avoid judicial scrutiny.  

Acts under 9th Schedule Immune from Judicial Review? 

 In Coelho case, popularly known as 9th schedule case, the nine judges' bench, headed by the then Chief 

Justice of India Y K Sabharwal, delivered a unanimous verdict on January 11, 2007, upholding the 

authority of the judiciary to review any law, which destroy or damage the basic structure as indicated in 

fundamental rights, even if they have been put in 9th schedule. 

 The power to grant absolute immunity at will is not compatible with the basic structure doctrine and, 

therefore, after April 24, 1973 the laws included in the Ninth Schedule would not have absolute 

immunity. The validity of such laws can be challenged on the touchstone of basic structure 

 

Background: 

 Past Gujjar agitations had compelled the state government to enact an Act in 2008 and 2015 to provide 

special reservation to the Gujjars, who earlier got reservation under the OBC category, by carving out a 

special category called as special backward class.  

 However, the high court quashed the Acts citing the 50% ceiling on reservation. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

Section 66A: SC Asks States to Sensitize Police Personnel  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies Government policies 

and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court Friday directed all state governments to sensitise their police personnel about its 

judgment in 'Shreya Singhal v. Union of India' which had scrapped Section 66A of Information 

Technology Act, so that people are not unnecessarily arrested under the struck down provision. 

 It also asked all the high courts to send the copy of the verdict to all the trial court to avoid people being 

prosecuted under the scrapped provision which provided for jail term to people who posted offensive content 

online. 

 The bench also directed the Union Government to make available copies of the said judgment to the Chief 

Secretaries of all the State Governments and the Union Territories 

Background: 

 The bench issued these directions while disposing an application filed by Peoples' Union for Civil Liberties 

(PUCL), on the continued use of Section 66A of the Information Technology Act. 

 In its petition, PUCL had brought to the notice of the bench that more than 22 people have been prosecuted 

under the provision, after it was scrapped in 2015.  

Continued Use of Section 66A : 

 

Section 66A of IT Act : 

 Section 66A was introduced in the Information Technology Act by virtue of an Amendment Act of 

2009. 

 Section 66A defines the punishment for sending “offensive” messages through a computer or any other 

communication device like a mobile phone or a tablet. 

 The offence was made punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and 

with fine. 
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Shreya Singhal Judgment: 

 SC In Shreya Singhalvs union of India, Supreme Court declared IT Act section 66A as 

unconstitutional. 

 The court ruled that the speech howsoever offensive, annoying or inconvenient cannot be prosecuted 

unless its utterance has , at the least , a proximate connection with any incitement or disruption in public 

order. 

Why Section 66A was Deleted: 

 It violates the Fundamental Right of freedom to speech and expression guaranteed by our Constitution 

under 19 (1)(A). 

 It has many terms vaguely defined like menacing, known to be false, etc. which leave much space for 

misinterpretation. 

 It makes offences cognizable and so places too much authority in hands of police. Though Centre has 

given guidelines that nit below Inspector General can allow for arrest but this guideline is frequently 

flouted as police falls under State list. 

 It outlaws all political satire, cartoons, caricatures and spoof writing.  

 Various examples of application of this law exist like Aseem Trivedi arrest, arrest of Girls in 

Maharashtra, etc. which paints a gruesome picture where social media is not clearly demarcated into 

private and public spaces. 

 6. All social media, private messages, emails, tweets and chats fall under its ambit. So the government 

has huge snooping power. 

 The Internet Freedom Foundation had released a paper in October last year, claiming that Section 66A 

continued to be used across India, despite the judgement. 

 The paper, co-authored by AbhinavSekhri and Apar Gupta, had called Section 66A a "legal zombie", 

asserting that it haunts to Indian criminal process, despite more than three years having passed since the 

judgment. 

 It had argued that this was because of deeper institutional problems which resulted in judicial decisions 

not reaching state actors at the ground level. 

 The Study also Said that, "Right from the police station, to trial courts, and all the way to High Courts, one 

finds that Section 66-A is still in use despite it being denied a place on the statute book,". 

 

       Source:- Indian Express 
 

States Allocation: Panel Sticks to 2011 Census 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The 15th Finance Commission will not alter its approach on solely using the 2011 Census for population 

figures in its calculations for allocations to States. 

15th Finance Commission: 

 15th finance commission is setup Sunder the chairmanship of NK Singh to advise on the basis of Terms of 

reference(TOR). 

 Terms of reference (TOR) of the 15th FC: 

 Principles governing the Vertical devolution of taxes between union and states 

 Principles governing the Horizontal distribution of taxes between the states  

 Grant in aid to states and  

 Performance Based incentives for States. 

 The 15th Finance Commission (FC) will be using data from 2011 census for the devolution of taxes. 

 Few states have expressed concern over the decision as it would result in lower resource allocation. 
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 14th Finance commission had used 1971 Census formula which was given 17% weight i.e. more populous 

state will get more funds. While, 15th FC will use the 2011 Census data. Since, Southern states have reduced 

their fertility rate between 1971 to 2011, whereas Northern states could not achieve it. So, southern states 

fear they will get proportionately less funds, if 2011 Census is used. 

Finance commission: 

 The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitution, mainly to give 

its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the States and amongst the States 

themselves. 

 Two distinctive features of the Commission’s work involve redressing the vertical imbalances between the 

taxation powers and expenditure responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalization of 

all public services across the States. 

 

Functions: 

 The distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to be, or may be, 

divided between them and the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such proceeds; 

 The principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the Consolidated 

Fund of India; 

 The measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the 

Panchayats and Municipalities in the State on the basis of the recommendations made by the Finance 

Commission of the State; any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of 

sound finance. 

                   Source:- The Hindu 

 

Rajasthan Social Accountability Bill  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 In a first for India, Rajasthan government has prepared the draft of Rajasthan Social Accountability Bill 

and has invited suggestions from the general public.  

Rajasthan - Social Accountability Bill: 

Objective: 

 The bill is intended to seek the accountability of public functionaries and authorities for timely delivery of 

goods and services. 

 To create democratic, decentralized and participative approach to enable wider public participation.  

 Initiate monitoring of programmes and policies through community score cards, citizens report card and 

social audits. 

Key Features: 

 The purview of bill includes any entity or body, which is under the control of the government, governor and 

the high court of Rajasthan. 

 Entity or the body set up by Central Government to function within the State of Rajasthan and partially or 

wholly providing public goods and services provided there is consent of the Central Government 

 The bill seeks to impose penalties and compensation and initiation of departmental action against the 

Grievance Redressal Officer (GRO) of the service delivery department for non-compliance. 

 For example: If the local police have failed to deliver it duties, the onus is on the GRO. 

 The Bill will also set up a grievance redressal mechanism starting from village panchayats.  

 The Bill included provisions for citizens’ charter, public hearing, social audit and information and 

facilitation centres. 
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Significance: 

 The accountability law is required to hold public servants and bureaucrats accountable for not performing or 

delivering their service. This law will compliment RTI which is becoming far more challenging. The citizen 

centric law will enable citizens to initiate enquiries rather than relying on the departmental enquires in the 

existing system. 

                    Source:- Times Of India 

SC turns down petition on use of ‘Dalit’ by media 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has refused to entertain a petition challenging Centre’s notification advising the media 

not to use the term “Dalit” to describe members of Scheduled Castes. 

Background: 

 In its August 7, 2018, circular, the Information and Broadcasting Ministry had advised that the media should 

refrain from using the word “Dalit” for members belonging to Scheduled Castes and had directed that 

‘Scheduled Caste’ should alone be used for all official transaction, matters, dealings, certificates for denoting 

the persons belonging to the community. 

Petitioner contention: 

 Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for petitioner V.A. Ramesh Nathan, questioned the legality of the 

circular and said: “How can the government of India issue such a circular questioning my identity?” 

 

“Dalit-Harijan-Depressed Class” Nomenclature Controversy: 

 The word “Dalit” comes from the Sanskrit root dal- and means “broken, ground-down, downtrodden, or 

oppressed”. 

 “Dalit” refers to one’s caste rather than class; it applies to members of those menial castes which have 

historically borne the stigma of “untouchability” because their traditional occupations were deemed to be 

impure and polluted by the upper castes. 

 Dalits, in a way, are ‘outcastes’ falling outside the traditional four-fold caste system consisting of the 

hereditary Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra classes; till a few decades ago, there were physically 

and socially excluded and isolated from the rest of the society. 

 The term was believed to have been first used by Jyotirao Phule, founder of the Satya Shodak Samaj, in the 

nineteenth century. He used the term for ‘untouchables’ and victims of caste based oppressions. 

 It was B R Ambedkar, the ‘father of Indian Constitution’ and a victim of caste oppression in his early years, 

who popularised the term ‘Depressed Classes’, which is the anglicized version of Dalit. 

 ‘Harijan’, meaning ‘children of God’, was a term first used by Gandhi to refer to Scheduled Castes in 1932. 

He even started three journals in English, Hindi and Gujarati in the same name in 1933. The exact origin of 

the word is subject to debate. 

 Gandhi’s idea of using the word ‘Harijan’, many argue, was to avoid other words like ‘untouchables’ or 

‘bhangis’ which were then used to refer to Scheduled Castes, because they were strongly stigmatised. He 

used the word ‘Harijan’ to bring the untouchables closer to God, and thereby to those who believed in God, 

which was the rest of Hindu society. 

Source:- The Hindu 

International Vision Zero Conference’ To Promote Occupational Safety and Health 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
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Context: 

 Ministry of Labour and Employment inaugurated the three days Conference on the VISION ZERO and its 

relevance to Occupational Safety and Health being held from 18th to 20th, February, 2019 in Mumbai.  

 The Conference has been organized by Directorate General Factory Advice and Labour Institutes 

(DGFASLI), Ministry of Labour and Employment, German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV), Germany in 

association with Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay and International Social Security Association - 

Manufacturing, Construction and Mining. 

Vision Zero: 

 The concept of ‘Vision Zero’ is fast gaining international acceptance and is expected to leverage the efforts 

of the Government of India to raise the occupational safety and health standards in the country so as to 

improve the occupational safety and health situation. 

Principle of Vision Zero: 

 Controlling Risks, Ensuring Safety and Health in Machines, Equipment and Workplaces and Skill 

Upgradation of Workforce. 

4 Fundamental Principles of Vision Zero : 

 Life is non-negotiable,  

 Humans are fallible,  

 Tolerable limits are defined by human physical resistance, and  

 People are entitled to safe transport and safe workplaces. 

                     Source:- PIB 

Triple Talaq Ordinance to Be Reissued 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has promulgated an Ordinance, namely the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 

Marriage) Second Ordinance, 2019. 

 The proposed Ordinance will protect the rights of married Muslim women and prevent divorce by the 

practice of instantaneous and irrevocable ‘talaq-e-biddat’ by their husbands. 

 Promulgation of the proposed Ordinance will provide the rights of subsistence allowance, custody of minor 

children to victims of triple talaq i.e. talaq-e-biddat. 

 

Key Provisions: 

 The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not 

enforceable in law) and illegal. 

 Definition: It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq pronounced by a Muslim 

man resulting in instant and irrevocable divorce.  Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice under Muslim 

personal laws where pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ thrice in one sitting by a Muslim man to his wife 

results in an instant and irrevocable divorce. 

 Offence and penalty: The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years’ 

imprisonment with a fine.  (A cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused 

person without warrant.)  The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is given 

by:  

(i) the married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or  

(ii) any person related to her by blood or marriage. 
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 The Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. The bail may be granted only after 

hearing the woman (against whom talaq has been pronounced), and if the Magistrate is satisfied that there 

are reasonable grounds for granting bail. 

 The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the request of the woman (against whom talaq 

has been declared). Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop legal 

proceedings, and settle the dispute.  The terms and conditions of the compounding of the offence will be 

determined by the Magistrate. 

 Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence 

allowance from her husband for herself and for her dependent children.  The amount of the allowance will 

be determined by the Magistrate. 

 Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is entitled to seekcustody of her 

minor children. The manner of custody will be determined by the Magistrate. 

           Source :- The Hindu 

 

Standard Mediclaim Policy  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has issued draft guidelines on uniform 

health insurance product, to be called a standard Mediclaim Policy offering basic cover by all insurers 

including general and health insurance businesses. 

More about the proposed draft: 

 The minimum basic sum insured under the standard product shall be Rs 50,000, with a maximum limit of Rs 

10 lakh.  

 The product would have lifelong renewability option for those in the age group of 18 and 65. Dependents 

and children will be covered up to 25 years. 

 The proposed product will cover hospitalisation expenses, including intensive care unit, dental treatment, 

domiciliary hospitalisation among others. Further, expenses incurred on treatment under Ayurveda, Unani, 

Siddha and Homeopathy will also be covered.  

Insurance regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) : 

 It is an Autonomous, statutory body to regulate and develop the insurance sector. 

Objective: 

 Creating of level playing field among different insurance players  

 Safeguarding investors from bad practices and  

 Ensuring the financial security of the insurance market. 

         Source :- The Hindu 

 

Cabinet Approves Setting up A New Company under Department of Space   
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval to the Setting up of a 

new company under Department of Space (DoS), to commercially exploit the research and development 

work carried out by Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) Centers and constituent units of DOS. 
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Salient features: 

 Small satellite technology transfer to industry, wherein the new company shall take license from DoS/ISRO 

and sub-license to industries; 

 Manufacture of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV) in collaboration with the Private Sector; 

 Production of Polar SLV through industry; 

 Production and marketing of Space-based products and services, including launch and applications; 

 Transfer of Technology developed by ISRO Centers and constituent units of DoS; 

 Marketing of some spin-off technologies and products, both in India and abroad; and 

 Any other subject which Government of India deems fit. 

                        Source: - PIB 

 

Green Crackers 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Four months after banning polluting firecrackers, Supreme Court found that government agencies are yet to 

decide what is a “green cracker”, leading the court to consider a balance between the need to check pollution 

and protect jobs of the workforce in the business. 

More about the news: 

 The Supreme Court has expressed displeasure over inabilities of various agencies to find out formulae for 

green crackers.  

 This comes in the backdrop 974 cracker factories being closed down in Tamil Nadu and about four lakh 

workers rendered jobless.  

 SC has refused to accept submissions of PESO and CSIR-NEERI that finalisation of formula would take 

more three months. 

Green Crackers: 

 Green crackers are so named because they do not contain harmful chemicals that would cause air 

pollution. 

 In green crackers the commonly used polluting chemicals like aluminium, barium, potassium 

nitrate and carbon have either been removed or sharply reduced to slow down the emissions by 

15 to 30%. 

 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) scientists has developed less polluting green 

firecrackers named as Safe Water Releaser (SWAS), Safe Thermite Cracker (STAR) and Safe 

Minimal Aluminium (SAFAL). 

 Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation(PESO)is the apex department to control and 

administermanufacture, storage, transport and handling of explosives, petroleum, compressed 

gases and other hazardous substances in India. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Centre Clears Rs 48,239 cr. Recapitalization Package for PSBs 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The government on Wednesday announced to pump in an additional Rs 48,239 crore in 12 public sector 

banks (PSBs) in this fiscal to help them maintain regulatory capital requirements and finance growth plans.  
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 It takes the total infusion into government banks to nearly Rs1 lakh crore so far this fiscal year. 

 The capital was allocated keeping in mind the thresholds set by the Reserve Bank of India in the prompt 

corrective action (PCA) framework, under which restrictions in terms of lending, among other curbs, were 

imposed on loss-making banks.  

4 Fold Objective of Capital Infusion: 

 bringing the better-performing banks currently in the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) category out of it,  

 Helping those that have recently come out of PCA to stay out of it  

 Equipping non-PCA banks to meet regulatory requirements  

 Helping the remaining PCA banks to meet their requirements as well 

           Source :- The Hindu 

Working Groups - To Study and Recommend Measures to Facilitate Trade, Promote 

Exports 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context : 

 The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has constituted three Working Groups to study 

and recommend measures to facilitate trade, promote exports and improve compliance 

The Working Groups will focus on 

 Improving the legislative structure of customs tariff and update it to suit the emerging and future needs of the 

economy and industry.  

 Special focus would be given to create a comprehensive export tariff structure to enhance India’s export 

competitiveness. 

 Export promotion and facilitation with emphasis on boosting exports through e-commerce, addressing the 

trade facilitation barriers faced in India’s export markets and improving the quality of logistics services for 

exporters. 

 Enhancing compliance, plugging loopholes to improve revenue collection on customs and curb IGST refund 

frauds. 

Source: - PIB 

Prompt Corrective Action Framework (PCA) : 

● PCA norms allow the regulator to place certain restrictions such as halting branch expansion and 

stopping dividend payment. It can even cap a bank’s lending limit to one entity or sector. Other 

corrective action that can be imposed on banks include special audit, restructuring operations and 

activation of recovery plan. Banks’ promoters can be asked to bring in new management, too. The RBI 

can also supersede the bank’s board, under PCA. 

When PCA invoked? 

● The PCA is invoked when certain risk thresholds are breached.  

● There are three risk thresholds which are based on certain levels of asset quality, profitability, capital and 

the like.  

● The third such threshold, which is maximum tolerance limit, sets net NPA at over 12% and negative 

return on assets for four consecutive years 
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Permanent Residence Certificate Row: Protesters Set Ablaze Arunachal Deputy Cm’s 

Residence [ Explained / Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context : 

 Violence erupted in Arunachal Pradesh over the issue of Permanent Residence Certificate to six non-

Arunachal Pradesh Scheduled Tribes (APSTs) living in the Namsai and Changlang districts and to the 

Gorkhas living in Vijaynagar. 

Background: 

 Deoris, Sonowal Kacharis, Morans, Adivasis and Mishings were demanding Permanent Residence 

Certificate.  

 Most of these communities are recognised as Scheduled Tribes in neighbouring Assam.  

 According to reports, the demand by these communities for PRC, recognising them as residents of the state, 

is long-standing, but is opposed by powerful groups. 

 A Joint High Power Committee (JHPC), after holding discussions with the stakeholders, recommended 

granting PRC to the six communities, who are not natives of Arunachal Pradesh but have been living in 

Namsai and Changlang districts for decades. 

Why are people in Arunachal protesting against PRC? 

 Several community-based groups and organisations in Arunachal Pradesh, who feel the rights and interests 

of indigenous people will be compromised if the proposal is implemented. 

Permanent Residence Certificate : 

 Permanent resident certificate is a legal document issued to Indian citizens that serves as evidence of 

residence and is required to be submitted as residential proof for official purpose. 

 Those citizens who are not currently residing in the state but are sure of permanently staying therein can 

also apply for it. 

Purpose of this Certificate : 

 Permanent Residence Certificate is a legal document that serves as an evidence of residence and thus 

must be submitted wherever a residence proof is required. 

 Permanent Residence Certificate should be produced in many situations such as admission in 

educational organisations, job reservation under specific quotas especially for government jobs, etc. to 

get local preferences. 

 To apply for ration card permanent residence certificate is a vital and mandate document. 

 To avail the provisions of various schemes of the state or to claim scholarships of the State, permanent 

residence certificate is essential. 

Source; - Indian Express 
  

War Memorial 
GS PAPER -  02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context : 

 Nearly six decades after it was first proposed, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday inaugurated the 

National War Memorial, sprawled over 40 acres at the India Gate complex in the heart of the national 

capital. 
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National War Memorial : 

 The memorial has been built in remembrance of soldiers who sacrificed their lives while protecting the 

country, post-independence.  

 It also commemorates the soldiers who participated and made the sacrifice in Peace keeping Missions, 

and Counter Insurgency Operations. 

 The layout of the National War Memorial comprises four concentric circles: 

 Amar Chakra’ or Circle of Immortality, 

  Veer Chakra’ or Circle of Bravery,  

 ‘Tyag Chakra’ or Circle of Sacrifice and  

 Rakshak Chakra’ or Circle of Protection. 

 The National War Memorial complex includes, central obelisk, an eternal flame, and six bronze murals 

depicting famous battles fought by Indian Army, Air Force and Navy. Busts of the 21 awardees of Param 

Veer Chakra have been installed at Param Yodha Sthal have also been installed. 

           Source :- The Hindu 

 

Angel Tax Norms for Start-Ups 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The government decided to set up a five-member working committee to look into the angel tax issue and 

come up with guidelines in one week. 

 It also agreed to implement some key changes requested by start-ups regarding the issue. 

 

Angel Tax: 

 Angel Tax is a 30% tax that is levied on the funding received by startups from an external investor. 

However, this 30% tax is levied when startups receive angel funding at a valuation higher than its ‘fair 

market value’. It is counted as income to the company and is taxed. 

 The tax, under section 56(2)(viib), was introduced by in 2012 to fight money laundering. The stated rationale 

was that bribes and commissions could be disguised as angel investments to escape taxes. But given the 

possibility of this section being used to harass genuine startups, it was rarely invoked. 

 

Problems in Angel Tax: 

 There is no definitive or objective way to measure the ‘fair market value’ of a startup. 

 Investors pay a premium for the idea and the business potential at the angel funding stage. 

 However, tax officials seem to be assessing the value of the startups based on their net asset value at one 

point. 

 Several startups say that they find it difficult to justify the higher valuation to tax officials. 

 In a notification in May, 2018, the CBDT had exempted angel investors from the Angel Tax clause subject 

to fulfillment of certain terms and conditions, as specified by the DIPP (now DPIIT). 

Proposed reform: 

 Earlier, start-ups whose aggregate amount of paid-up share capital and share premium after the proposed 

issue of share does not exceed ₹10 crore are eligible for exemption from the tax. 

 Officials representing the government agreed to raise this limit to Rs 25 crore. 

 They also agreed to amend the definition of a start-up to include companies that have been in operation for 

up to 10 years rather than the previous limit of seven years. 

 The notification had said that the angel investor should have filed IT returns of at least Rs  50 lakh for the 

year preceding the year in which the investment was made and have a net worth of Rs 2 crore. 

 This would be modified to be Rs 25 lakh and RS 1 crore, respectively. 

Possibility of Scrapping Angel Tax: 

 The angel tax could not be scrapped as money laundering is a major problem. 
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 There was a network of 200 shell companies and they have been under control since 2012, so it cannot be 

scrapped. 

 However, concessions are under consideration with the size of the start-up, the duration of its operation, and 

the income of the angel investor. 
           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Interim Budget 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of 

business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Context: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had assured the Opposition that his government would be presenting an 

interim budget and not a full one. 

Interim Budget and vote on account: 

 The budget presented during the election year is an interim budget which seeks a vote-on-account for four 

months to help the government machinery to run smoothly till a new government is selected. 

 An Interim Budget is not the same as a ‘Vote on Account’. While a ‘Vote on Account’ deals only with the 

expenditure side of the government’s budget, an Interim Budget is a complete set of accounts, including both 

expenditure and receipts. An Interim Budget gives the complete financial statement, very similar to a full 

Budget. 

 Full Budget deals with both expenditure and revenue side but Vote-on-account deals only with the 

expenditure side of the government’s budget. 

 The vote-on-account is normally valid for two months but full budget is valid for 12 months (a financial 

year). 

 As a convention, a vote-on-account is treated as a formal matter and passed by Lok Sabha without 

discussion. But passing for budget happens only after discussions and voting on demand for grants. 
            Source:- The Hindu; Indian Express 

Highlights of Interim Budget 2019-20 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Context: 

 Interim Budget 2019-20 was presented in Parliament by the Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs, 

Railways & Coal, Shri Piyush Goyal. 

  

Farmers - Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KISAN):  

a) To extend direct income support at the rate of Rs. 6,000 per year to farmer families, having cultivable land 

upto 2 hectares is announced. 

b) Under this Government of India funded Scheme, Rs.2,000 each will be transferred to the bank accounts of 

around 12 crore Small and Marginal farmer families, in three equal installments. 

c) To provide sustained and focused attention towards development of Fisheries, the Government has decided 

to create a separate Department of Fisheries. 

 Finance Minister said that through the measure, the Government wants to promote further growth over 

7% to promote livelihood of about 1.45 crore people dependent on the sector. 

d) The Finance Minister announced 2% interest subvention to the farmers pursuing the activities of animal 

husbandry and fisheries, who avail loan through Kisan Credit Card. Further, in case of timely repayment of 

loan, they will also get an additional 3% interest subvention. 

 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission : 

 Allocation of Rs.750 crore for Rashtriya Gokul Mission has been announced for the current year itself. 

Setting up of “Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog” to upscale sustainable genetic upgradation of cow resources and 

to enhance production and productivity of cows has also been announced. 

 The Aayog will also look after effective implementation of laws and welfare schemes for cow 
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 Labour - Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan scheme: 

 Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan scheme to ensure fixed monthly pension to 10 crore unorganized 

sector workers 

 A sum of Rs.500 crore has been allocated for the Scheme.  

 

Tax Benefits: 
1. Individual taxpayers having taxable annual income up to Rs.5 lakhs will not be required to pay any income 

tax. 

2. Additional deductions such as interest on home loan up to Rs. 2 lakh, interest on education loans, National 

Pension Scheme contributions, medical insurance and medical expenditure on senior citizens etc, are also 

provided for in the Interim Budget 2019-20. 

3. Thus tax benefit of Rs. 18,500 crore is proposed to be provided to an estimated 3 crore middle class and 

small taxpayers comprising self-employed, small business, small traders, salary earners, pensioners and 

senior citizens. 

4. For salaried persons, Standard Deduction is being raised from the current Rs.40,000 to Rs.50,000. This will 

provide additional tax benefit of Rs. 4,700 crore to more than 3 crore salary earners and pensioners. 

5. Exemption on levy of income tax on notional rent on a second self-occupied house is also now proposed. 

Currently, income tax on notional rent is payable if one has more than one self-occupied house. 

6. TDS threshold on interest earned on bank/post office deposits is being raised from Rs.10,000 to Rs.40,000. 

7. TDS threshold for deduction of tax on rent is proposed to be increased from Rs. 1,80,000 to Rs.2,40,000 for 

providing relief to small taxpayers. 

Fiscal programmes: 
a) The fiscal deficit has been brought down to 3.4% in 2018-19 RE from the high of almost 6% seven years ago. 

Vulnerable section: 
1. A new committee under NITI Aayog to identify all the remaining De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 

tribes. 

2. New Welfare development Board under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for development and 

welfare of De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic tribes 

Stamp duty: 

1. Necessary amendments have been proposed to levy Stamp duties on one instrument relating to one 

transaction and get collected at one place through the Stock Exchanges.  

2. The duty so collected will be shared with the State Governments seamlessly on the basis of domicile of 

buying client. 

 Space Technology; 
1. Higher budget allocation for Space technology. 

2. The Finance Minister said that seventh dimension of our vision for the next decade aims at the Outer Skies. 

3. The space programme – Gaganyaan, India becoming the launch-pad of satellites for the World and placing 

an Indian astronaut into space by 2022 reflect this dimension of our vision. 
                     Source;- PIB 

 

Operation Digital Board 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

 

Context: 

 The Minister of Human Resource Development, launched Operation Digital Board to leverage technology 

in order to boost quality education in the country. 

Operation Digital Board: 

 ODB aims at converting a class room into a digital class room and in addition to availability of e-

resources at any time and at any place to students. 

 The digital board will be introduced all over the country in government and government aided schools 

from class 9th onwards as well as in higher education institutions. 
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 The Operation Digital Board (ODB) will be implemented in the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) by 

the University Grants Commission (UGC). 

Significance: 

 Operation Digital Board is a revolutionary step which will make the learning as well as the teaching process 

interactive and popularize flipped learning as a pedagogical approach. 

  It will also help in provisioning of personalised adaptive learning as well as Intelligent Tutoring by 

exploiting emerging technologies like Machine Learning, Artificial Intelligence & Data Analytics. 

 Technology enabled learning can also inspire teachers across the country to raise their own standards of 

teaching. 

Need for Such Initiatives: 

 The biggest challenge facing education sector in the country is maintaining acceptable quality standards 

across the country.  

 Although we have good number of premier institutions, which compete with the best in the world, a large 

number of higher education institutions and schools needs improvements in quality teaching-learning, as the 

students coming out of these institutions find themselves unsuitable for the requirements of the society and 

market.  

 The spread of educational technology and connectivity has given an opportunity to resolve this issue and aim 

at equity in educational standards. 

Various initiatives : 

● e-Pathshala,  

● DIKSHA,  

● NROER, 

● NPTEL,  

● SWAYAM  

● SWAYAM-Prabha DTH Channels etc.  

Source :- PIB 

Operation Smile or Operation Muskaan 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The Telangana police, along with other government departments, have rescued as many as 2,119 children, 

including 466 girls, were rescued during the fifth phase of Operation Smile. 

 Of the 2,119 rescued children, 1,303 were reunited with their families while 816 were sent to rescue homes. 

 

Operation Smile: 

 Operation Smile also called as Operation Muskaan is an initiative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

to rescue/rehabilitate missing children. 

  It is a dedicated campaign for a month where several activities are taken up by the State Police personnel to 

trace and rescue the missing children and reunite them with their families 

 All children residing in shelter homes, platforms, bus stands, roads, religious places, etc. are to be screened 

by trained police personnel. 

 Before the operation, the Police personnel from each State are properly trained in methodology to extract 

information from such children tactfully without they getting intimidated, as well as in various provisions of 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) JJ Act, Protection of Child Right Act, relevant sections of Cr.PC & IPC and Advisories issued by 

MHA etc. 
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 To know the magnitude of the problem, data with full details of number of cases of missing children will be 

maintained and shared at intra-State and Inter-state level. Information about Child Welfare Committees 

(CWCs) would be prepared and shared among all rescue teams and stakeholders. 

 During the operation, the particulars of such identified children will be uploaded on the 'Missing child' portal 

of the Ministry of Women and Child Development by the respective State Police. 

 Rehabilitation measures whenever needed are to be taken up in coordination with the other line Departments 

like Department of Women & Child Development, Police, Labour, etc so that scope of re-victimization is 

eliminated. 

 Public awareness to be increased by way of national campaign, advertisement on national media, etc. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

National Testing Agency Launched Mobile App 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Context: 

 The National Testing Agency (NTA) has launched a mobile application through which students can practice 

or take mock tests on their smartphones. 

Computer Based tests: 

 In order to ensure that no student is disadvantaged due to lack of resources, NTA has established a network 

of more than 4000 Test Practice Centres (TPCs) to acquaint the aspirants, especially those from rural areas 

with Computer Based Tests (CBTs). 

 Students across the country can register themselves online at NTA Website or ‘NTA Students App’ for 

visiting the TPCs.  

 All these services are provided to the students free of cost.  So far, more than one lakh students have 

registered at these TPCs and more than one crore students have benefited from these ‘App & Web’ services.  
Source:- PIB 

67% Cancer Patients in Southeast Asia Die Before 70: WHO 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 The World Cancer Day 2019 was observed across the world on February 4, 2019 with an aim to unite the 

world’s population in the fight against cancer. 

 The Report released by the WHO Southeast Asia on World Cancer Day, Says that 67% of the region’s 

cancer patients died before the age of 70. 

 

WHO Southeast Asia Report: 

 In 2018, 18.1 million new cases of cancer developed worldwide; 9.6 million people died from the disease; 

70% of the deaths occurred in low and middle-income countries, including those of the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) Southeast Asia region. 

 According to figures for India released by the National Institute of Cancer Prevention and Research 

(NICPR), one woman dies of cervical cancer every eight minutes in India; for every two women newly 

diagnosed with breast cancer, one woman dies of it in India; as many as 2,500 persons die every day due to 

tobacco-related diseases; and tobacco (smoked and smokeless) use accounted for 3,17,928 deaths in men and 

women in 2018. 

 The release issued by the WHO noted that the theme of this year’s World Cancer Day — ‘I am and I will’ — 

emphasises that each of us can be a change maker. 
         Source:- The Hindu  

First Career Portal for Students Launched in Rajasthan 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Context: 
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 Rajasthan Government, in collaboration with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has launched 

Rajiv Gandhi Career Portal to provide employment-oriented education to students from classes 9 to 12. 

 The minister announced the formation of Rajiv Gandhi Career Counselling Cell. 

 

Rajiv Gandhi Career Portal: 

 The portal aims to provide career guidance with information on entrance examinations, scholarships and 

employment-oriented courses. 

 The portal will provide information to students on over 200 vocational, 237 professional courses besides 

online information on over 455 employment areas, 10,000 colleges in the country, 960 scholarship schemes 

and over 955 entrance examinations.  

 The portal is expected to benefit 23 lakh students, help reduce dropouts at various stages in schools and 

improve retention in jobs. 

 According to UNICEF’s studies, students in Rajasthan primarily rely upon their teachers and family 

members for career information and 69% also use internet for their career-related queries. 

           Source:- Times of India 

Privacy in Whatsapp 
GS PAPER- 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; 

Context: 

 The Indian government’s proposal to make it mandatory for online platforms to trace the origin of 

unlawful messages is ‘overbroad’ and will require WhatsApp to re-architect the product into one without 

privacy, a spokesperson for the instant messaging app said. 

More about the issue: 

 The government has recently published 609 pages of suggestions and comments from a range of relevant 

parties on a new set of guidelines for intermediaries that it issued at the end of last year. 

 End-to-end encryption on WhatsApp or Signal ensures that no one can read the messages shared 

between two users — no government, no third-party, no cyber criminals, not even the company itself. 

 Companies will have to help government agencies in locating the origin of content, if required to do so 

by law. For many, this could mean choosing between breaking their end-to-end encryption in India, or 

stopping the service in the country altogether. 

 Internet companies with more than 50 lakh users will be required to register themselves in India, and 

have an office in the country. 

 First, all intermediary companies will have to deploy technology based automated tools or appropriate 

mechanisms, with appropriate controls, for proactively identifying and removing or disabling public 

access to unlawful information or content. 

 The firm, however, did not elaborate on the plans for India, its largest market with over 200 million 

users, if the proposal is accepted. 
                     Source: - The Hindu 

 

Government Introduces Bill on Northeast 
GS PAPER 02 - GOVERNANCE - Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of the vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The government has introduced a Constitution Amendment Bill in Rajya Sabha to increase the financial and 

executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of the NE region. 

 The amendment will impact one crore tribal people in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

 The Bill is introduced in the wake of protests in the region following the passage of the Citizenship 

Amendment Bill, 2019, in the Lok Sabha. 
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The Constitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019: Key Proposals. 

 The proposed amendments provide for elected village municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the 

grassroot level. 

 The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social justice 

including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor irrigation, 

water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and social forestry. 

 

6th Schedule: 

 The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four 

northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

 

Key Provisions: 

 The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts. Thus, he can increase 

or decrease their areas or change their names or define their boundaries and so on. 

 If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 

autonomous regions. 

 

Composition: 

 Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four are nominated by 

the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise.  

 The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) 

and nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor.  

 Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council. 

 The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction.  

 They can make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting 

cultivation, village administration, and inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social 

customs and so on. But all such laws require the assent of the governor. 

 Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute 

village councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them.  

 The jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor. 

 Powers and functions: The district council can establish, construct or manage primary schools, 

dispensaries, markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. 

  It can also make regulations for the control of money lending and trading by non-tribals. But, 

such regulations require the assent of the governor.  

 The district and regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose 

certain specified taxes. 

 The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and autonomous 

regions or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 

 The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the 

administration of the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on 

the recommendation of the commission. 

 

 The Finance Commission will be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them. 

 The Autonomous Councils now depend on grants from Central ministries and the State government for 

specific projects.  

 At least one-third of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal councils in the Sixth 

Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved 

Source:- The Hindu 
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 GeM and CCI Sign MoU 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Context: 

 Government e Marketplace (GeM) and Competition Commission of India (CCI) entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding on 6th February 2019 to enable a fair and competitive environment in 

the e-Marketplace.  

 

More about the news: 

 Both CCI and GeM appreciate the importance of advanced analytical tools and processes for 

identification of malpractices like cartelization.  

 In order to pool their knowledge of the public procurement domain for detection of Anti-competitive 

practices the MoU has been signed. 

GeM: 

 GeM is a state-of-the-art national public procurement platform of Ministry of Commerce and Industries,  

 That has used technology to remove entry barriers for bonafide sellers and has created a vibrant e-

marketplace with a wide range of goods and services. 

Competition Commission of India: 

 Statutory body of the Government of India,  

 Responsible for enforcing the Competition Act, 2002 throughout India  

 To prevent activities that have an adverse effect on competition. 

              Source:- PIB 

Nirbhaya Fund  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Context: 

 A parliamentary panel headed by Congress leader P. Chidambaram has taken strong exception to the 

utilisation of the Nirbhaya Fund in the construction of buildings, saying such allocations defeat the very 

purpose of the project — that of safety for women. 

 The committee is also of the firm view that funds for the construction of buildings should come from other 

sources and not from the Nirbhaya Fund. 

 

Nirbhaya Fund: 

 Nirbhaya Fund is an rupee 10 billion corpus announced by Government of India in its 2013 Union Budget. 

 This fund is expected to support initiatives by the government and NGOs working towards protecting the 

dignity and ensuring safety of women in India. 

 Nirbhaya (fearless) was the pseudonym given to the 2012 Delhi gang rape victim to hide her actual identity. 

 The non-lapsable corpus fund was instituted following gang-grape of a girl in Delhi in 2012 which triggered 

a nation-wide outrage and protests. 

 The Fund is administered by Department of Economic Affairs of the finance ministry. 

 Rs 200 crore funds has been sanctioned as one-time grant for Central Victim Compensation Fund (CVCF) 

Scheme for compensating women victims of acid attacks, rape, trafficking, etc. 

Issues: 

 The government has been accused of keeping Nirbhaya Fund unutilised.  

 With rise in cases of sexual harassment and crimes against women there is a crying need for implementation 

of such funds. 
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           Source:- The Hindu 

Contempt of Court 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies Government policies 

and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has held the former interim Director of the CBI, M. Nageswara Rao, guilty of contempt 

for disobeying its ordernot to transfer Joint Director A.K. Sharma investigating officer heading the probe in 

Muzaffarpur shelter home case. 

Issue: 

 The Bench said it was unable to comprehend why Mr. Rao transferred Mr. Sharma as Additional Director-

General of the CRPF on January 17 but did not communicate his decision to the court, despite being advised 

to submit an affidavit immediately. 

 A Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India RanjanGogoi, termed his act “blatant” disobedience of the order 

and directed him and the agency’s legal adviser, S. Bhasuram, to sit in the courtroom for the remainder of 

the working hours. It also levied a fine of Rs 1 lakh each on the officers. 

Contempt Of Court: 

 Contempt of court is any conduct that tends to bring the authority and administration of Law into disrespect 

or disregard or to interfere with or prejudice parties or their witnesses during litigation. 

 Article 129 and 215 of the Constitution of India empowers the Supreme Court and High Court respectively 

to punish people for their respective contempt.  

 Section 10 of The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 defines the power of the High Court to punish 

contempts of its subordinate courts.  

 Power to punish for contempt of court under Articles 129 and 215 is not subject to Article 19(1)(a). 

 

In India Contempt Of Court is of 2 Types: 

 Civil Contempt 

 Criminal Contempt 

 

           Source:- The Hindu 

Aligarh Muslim University 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court had referred the contentious issue of minority status for Aligarh Muslim University to a 

seven-judge Constitution Bench. 

 A three-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi agreed with the submission of the AMU that the 

correctness of the 2006 judgement of the Allahabad High Court, by which the minority tag to the university 

was taken away, needs to be examined in detail. 

Background issue: 

 It said a five-judge Constitution bench in 1968 in the Aziz Basha case had held that AMU was a "central 

university" and not a minority institution. as it was set up the government and not by Muslims. 

 After the 1968 verdict, the AMU (Amendment) Act, 1972 and thereafter 1981 came into force. 

 Parliament passed an AMU Amendment Act, which accepted that AMU was set up by Muslims 

 The Allahabad High Court had in January 2006 struck down the provision of the 1981 amendment Act by 

which the university was accorded the minority status. 
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 Recently, the Central government has filed a fresh affidavit in SC reversing the earlier position that the 

AMU, a Central University, cannot be granted minority status 

 

                  Source:- The Hindu 

Voters want more women in LS: survey 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and 

challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges 

therein. 

Context: 

 More than 82% voters want more women in the next Lok Sabha, according to a survey by a citizen’s 

collective called Shakti. 

Highlights: 

 The survey was conducted among 10 lakh voters across 24 States on a mobile application called Neta app. 

The application has more than two crore verified users and covers all 543 parliamentary constituencies. 

 The users were posed one simple question — Do you want more women in Lok Sabha 2019? And, in 

response as many as 82.2% of participants voted ‘yes.’ 

More about the news: 

 “Only 1.4% of independent candidates get elected. Therefore, it is important to focus on political parties and 

put pressure on them so that more women leaders stand for elections. We have seen from data from the 

Election Commission of India that more women get voted than men, but we needed to know whether voters 

were willing to elect women leaders and that’s the question we asked in our survey,” said Tara 

Krishnaswamy, co-convener, of Shakti.  

 The collective was set up in December last year to promote participation of women in politics. 

Source:- The Hindu 

E-Aushadhi Portal 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and Accountability, E-

Governance- Applications, Models, Successes, Limitations, and Potential 

Context: 

 Minister of State (IC) for AYUSH, launched the e-AUSHADHI portal, for online licensing of Ayurveda, 

Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy drugs and related matters. 

 

e-AUSHADHI portal: 

 The new e-portal is an acronym for Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy 

 e-AUSHADHI portal is intended for increased transparency, improved information management facility, 

improved data usability and increased accountability. 

 This portal will aid the licensing authority, manufactures and consumers. 

Constitutional Provisions - Minority Educational Institutions: 
● Article 30(1) recognizes linguistic and religious minorities but not those based on race, ethnicity. 

● It recognizes the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational 

institutions, in effect recognizing the role educational institutions play in preserving distinct culture. 

● A majority community can also establish and administer educational institution but they will not enjoy 

special rights under Article 30(1)(a). 

Note :-The constitution of India uses the term ‘minorities’ but it  does not defined the word Minorities in 

our Constitution. 
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 Timelines will be fixed for processing of application through this portal with SMS and e-mail status updates 

at each step of the process. 

 It will also provide real time information of the licensed manufactures and their products, cancelled and 

spurious drugs, contact details of the concerned authority for specific grievances. 

            Source:-PIB 

Three Important Initiatives on Women’s Safety 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development has conceptualized several initiatives to promote safety of 

women in their living spaces, working spaces and the public spaces. Three of these important initiatives are:  

● Panic Button 

● SCIM Portal under Safety city Project 

● DNA Analysis Facilities in States 

1.  Panic Button: 

 The idea of having a panic button on the mobile phone was conceived way back in 2015 and after a series of 

deliberations with the Ministry of Telecom, mobile phone manufacturers and mobile telephony service 

providers, the  Ministry of Telecom mandated a physical panic button on all mobile phones in the country. 

 Such a panic button must be backed by an emergency response mechanism through the local police when 

panic button message would alert the specified family members etc. of a woman in distress situation.  

  The emergency response system can be triggered in the following manners: 

 On the smart phones, the power button (which is dedicated panic button) when pressed three times 

quickly. 

 Dialing 112 from any phone. 

 In case of feature phones, long press of the touch key 5 or 9. 

 Using 112 India Mobile App which is available for free downloading.  

 The emergency message coming  out of the above modes, will trigger a response from the emergency 

response centre through a team of trained personnel who can handle emergency requests of various kinds 

and get the necessary relief services launched. 

 For Women and children, 112 India App provides a special SHOUT feature which alerts registered 

volunteers in the vicinity of victim for immediate assistance. 

2.  SCIM Portal under Safety city Project : 

 In order to provide safety for women in public spaces, the Government has identified eight cities for 

implementation of Safe City project. 

 The 8 major cities which have been chosen are Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, 

Kolkata, Lucknow and Mumbai. 

 Some of the key  features of the safe city project include: 

 Identification of sensitive hot spots in each city, 

 Installation of CCTV surveillance covering the entire hot spot. 

 Automated number plate reading machines to be deployed in extremely sensitive areas. 

 Intensive patrolling in vulnerable areas beyond the identified hot spots. 

 Improving street lighting and public toilet facilities for women. 

 Others like setting up women help desks in police stations, augmentation of women support centres etc.  

 All the above measures would be coordinated through an Integrated Smart Control Room in the city.  
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 In order to facilitate States to monitor and manage the Safe City projects and avoid duplication on ground, an 

online Safe City Implementation Monitoring (SCIM) portal has been developed by MHA which will 

also be launched tomorrow.  

 SCIM will facilitate online tracking of deployment of assets and infrastructure created under the Safe 

City projects.  

 SCIM facilitates an evidence based online monitoring system.  

 SCIM also creates a digital repository of assets, infrastructure and social outreach programs, as well as best 

practices achieved in each City. 

3.  DNA Analysis Facilities in States : 

 In view of the complaints of delay in cases of sexual assault investigations, it was proposed that dedicated 

DNA analysis facilities should be created in the forensic science laboratories on a mission mode.  

 Timely testing of DNA samples from the crime scene is the quickest process of obtaining forensic evidence 

in cases of sexual assault on women. 

  In the initial phase, dedicated DNA analysis facilities have been sanctioned for the forensic science 

laboratories located at Chennai, Madurai, Agra, Lucknow, Mumbai and Kolkata. 

Source:- PIB 

Cabinet Approves New National Electronics Policy 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the National Policy on Electronics (NPE) 2019. proposed by the Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

 National Electronic Policy 2019 : 

Aim: 

 To achieve a turnover of $400 billion for the Electronics System design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector 

by 2025 and  generate 1 crore jobs in India.  

 The ESDM sector includes sub sectors such as electronic products, electronic components, semiconductor 

design, and electronics manufacture. 

Salient Features: 

 Create eco-system for globally competitive ESDM sector: Promoting domestic manufacturing and export in 

the entire value-chain of ESDM. 

 Provide incentives and support for manufacturing of core electronic components. 

 Provide special package of incentives for mega projects which are extremely high-tech and entail huge 

investments, such as semiconductor facilities display fabrication, etc. 

 Formulate suitable schemes and incentive mechanisms to encourage new units and expansion of existing 

units. 

 Promote Industry-led R&D and innovation in all sub-sectors of electronics, including grass root level 

innovations and early stage Start-ups in emerging technology areas such as 5G, loT/ Sensors, Artificial 

Intelligence (Al), Machine Learning, Virtual Reality (VR), Drones,   Robotics,   Additive   Manufacturing,   

Photonics,   Nano-based devices, etc. 

 Provide   incentives   and   support   for   significantly   enhancing availability of skilled manpower, 

including re-skilling. 

 Special thrust on Fabless Chip Design Industry, Medical Electronic Devices Industry, and Automotive 

Electronics Industry and Power Electronics for Mobility and Strategic Electronics Industry. 

 Create Sovereign Patent Fund (SPF) to promote the development and acquisition of IPs in ESDM sector. 

 Promote trusted electronics value chain initiatives to improve national cyber security profile. 
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Background: 

 The implementation of the Schemes/ Programmes under the aegis of the National Policy on Electronics 2012 

(NPE 2012) has successfully consolidated the foundations for a competitive Indian ESDM value chain. 

  NPE 2019 proposes to build on that foundation to propel the growth of ESDM industry in the country. 

  The National Policy of Electronics 2019 (NPE 2019) replaces the National Policy of Electronics 2012 (NPE 

2012). 

Impact: 

 The NPE 2019 when implemented will lead to formulation of several schemes, initiatives, projects, etc., in 

consultation with the concerned Ministries/ Departments, for the development of ESDM sector in the 

country.  

 It will enable flow of investment and technology, leading to higher value addition in the domestically 

manufactured electronic products, increased electronics hardware manufacturing in the country and their 

export, while generating substantial employment opportunities. 

 

          Source :- PIB; Hindu 

Second Edition of States’ ranking on Startup initiatives 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development processes and the development industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

Context: 

 Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) released second edition of Startup 

Ranking for 2019. 

Startup ranking framework: 

 It aims to rank the States/UTs for establishing a robust ecosystem for supporting Startups.  

 The framework also encourages States and UTs to identify, learn and replicate good practices from each 

other. 

Ranking Framework 2019: 

 It comprises of 7 pillars and 30 action points.  

 The pillars will assess States’/UTs efforts across institutional support, simplifying regulations, easing public 

procurement, incubation support, seed funding support, venture funding support and awareness and outreach 

related activities.  

 The ranking exercise aims to evaluate measures taken by States/UTs during the assessment period from May 

1, 2018 to June 30, 2019. 

 DPIIT also proposes to recognize States and UTs for their exemplary performance in seven pillars of the 

ranking framework.  

 As part of the Ranking 2019 exercise, DPIIT will recognize innovative Startup programs and initiatives from 

State/UT Governments. 

 The Startup Ranking 2019 is expected to take forward the Startup ecosystem in the country and give impetus 

to the vision of India becoming a Startup Nation. 

                       Source: - PIB 

 

MSME Ministry’s First Conclave on Empowering Marginalized Sections’ Women 

Entrepreneurs  

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context : 
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 Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSME, will organise a Conclave “Empowering 

Women Entrepreneurs 2019, Financing & Enabling Women from Marginalised Sections”. 

Conclave on Empowering Women Entrepreneurs 2019: 

 First of its kind conclave endeavours to empower women entrepreneurs from marginalised sections and 

enable their growth and success in business by offering substantial knowledge on various business 

opportunities and national best practices in doing business.   

 The conclave is organized under the National SC-ST Hub initiative of the MSME ministry which is targeted 

towards developing a supportive ecosystem towards SC/ST entrepreneurs.  

 Issues of access to financing, assessing risks and growth mantras enabling SC-ST women entrepreneur to set 

up and run a sustainable business will be discussed during the day-long programme. 

           Source :- PIB 

 

Cutlass Express 2019 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 INS Trikand, a front-line warship of the Indian Navy, participated in a multinational training exercise 

‘CUTLASS EXPRESS – 19’ 

CUTLASS EXPRESS – 19  

 Cutlass Express is an exercise sponsored by S. Africa Command (USAFRICOM), and conducted by Naval 

Forces Africa (NAVAF) to assess and improve maritime law enforcement capacity, promote national and 

regional security in eastern Africa, inform planning and operations, and shape security force assistance 

(SFA) efforts. 

 The aim of the exercise was to improve law enforcement capacity, promote regional security and progress 

inter-operability between the armed forces of the participating nations for the purpose of interdicting illegal 

maritime activity in the Western Indian Ocean. 

 During the exercise, Naval, Coast Guard and Marine Police personnel from a number of East African 

countries were jointly trained by mentors from USA, India, and Netherlands, with support of international 

organisations like the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), Combined Maritime Force (CMF) and 

European Naval Forces (EUNAVFOR). 

 The participating nations will be testing their ability to combat illicit trafficking, piracy, illegal fishing, as 

well as conduct search and rescue operations. 

Source:- PIB 

H-1b Holders from India Rally for Reform 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 A group of mostly Indians on H-1B visas held a rally outside the White House demanding immigration law 

reforms to benefit those in the country legally.  

 

More about the news: 

 Among the demands of the group was that the green card backlog be cleared with a waiting period of 1-5 

years.  

 The wait time, at present, can run into decades for employment-based green cards for Indians. 
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 H-1B visa holders, whose children and spouses get H4-dependent visas, are asking that H4 children be given 

green cards straight away, so that they can remain in the U.S. after they turn 21 without having to switch to 

another visa category or having to self-deport. 

 The third demand of those rallying was to remove the country caps for green card allotments. Currently, no 

country may be allocated more than 7% (around 9,800) of the total number of green cards granted each year.  

 India, which sends a relatively large number of skilled workers to the U.S. each year — over 70% of all 

H-1B visas in fiscal year 2018 went to Indians — inevitably uses up all the green cards allocated to it. 

China, Vietnam and the Philippines are other examples, though the excess demand for immigrant visas is 

far less in these countries. 

  

H1B visa: 

 The H-1B category is an expedient and lawful method to bring foreign-born professionals temporarily to 

the United States, and therefore one of the most widely sought after visa classifications for employment in 

the United States. 

 The H-1B is a non-immigrant visa in the United States; it allows U.S. employers to temporarily employ 

foreign workers in specialty occupations. 

H4 Visa: 

 H4 Visa (Dependent Visa) A H4 visa is issued to dependent family members (spouse and children) of H1 

visa holders who would like to accompany the H1B visa holder to the U.S. during their stay. 

 H-4 visa allows work permits for spouses who otherwise could not be employed without waiting for their 

spouses to receive permanent resident status, a process that can take a decade or longer. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

India inks contract for 72,000 assault rifles 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 India has signed a contract with a US firm under fast track procurement (FTP) for 72,400 Assault rifles. 

 The rifles, being used by US forces as well as several other European countries, are being bought under the 

fast-track procurement procedure. 

 

More about the news: 

 Of the 72,400 rifles, 66,400 are meant for the Army, 2,000 for the Navy and 4,000 for the Air Force. The 

broad parameters for the weapon are an effective range of 500 m and weight of less than 3 kg. The new rifles 

will replace the Indian National Small Arms System (INSAS) rifles. 

 The Defence Ministry also issued the Expression of Interest (EoI) for a deal to buy 111 naval utility 

helicopters. This is the first project to be executed through the strategic partnership policy. Under this, the 

chosen Indian private company will team up with the Original Equipment Manufacturer to build the product 

in India. 

 The EoI follows the Request for Information (RFI). The Navy will likely issue a detailed Request for 

Proposal (RFP) at the end of the third quarter of this year to short-listed Indian companies. 

Source:- The Hindu 

India, Maldives Reverse Visa Stand-Off 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 
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 India and Maldives has exchanged formal diplomatic notes for the implementation of Visa Facilitation 

Agreement : 

 The agreement was signed in 2018 during Maldives President visit to India. 

  This Agreement will facilitate greater people to people contacts between India and Maldives 

More about the Agreement: 

 It provides a very liberal visa regime for Maldivian nationals to visit India for tourism, business, education & 

medical purposes.  

 It also makes it easier for Indians to travel to Maldives for business purposes 

 Under the agreement, the government will free up the visa regime for Maldives citizens who travel to India 

for medical reasons and for education in particular.  

 This will include allowing Maldives citizens who receive a visa on arrival in India to change their visa status 

to medical visas if they require hospitalisation during their stay. 

 Medical visas will also be granted to attendants to accompany patients.  

 The government has also agreed to grant visas for parents and other dependants to live in India while their 

children attend school here.  

 The facilitation has been a long-pending demand of the Maldives government, given the difficulties 

faced by thousands of short-term visa applicants each year. 

 The agreement will ease visas on arrival for Indian businessmen, and bring cheer to Indians applying for 

work in the Maldives, as it stipulates that work permits will be issued within 15 days to Indian employees, 

and the visa fees will be paid by employers in the Maldives. 

    Source:- The Hindu 

11 EU Nations Back Guaido as President 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 Eleven European nations joined the U.S. in recognising opposition leader Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s 

interim President, heightening a global showdown over Nicolas Maduro’s socialist rule. 

 The EU members’ coordinated move followed the expiry of an ultimatum for Mr. Maduro to call a new 

election and aligned them with Washington against Russia and China. 

 

  
 

What’s happening in Venezuela? 

 Venezuela has for several years faced a devastating economic collapse that has created a humanitarian crisis 

and caused millions to flee the country. Maduro, a socialist dictator, has overseen much of that collapse. He 

was reelected last May, but many citizens and international observers claim the process was rigged and that 

his presidency is a sham. 

 Juan Guaidó claims that Maduro’s rule is thus illegitimate. He says that according to the country’s 

constitution, he, as the head of the National Assembly (the country’s legislative body), is now the rightful, 
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albeit temporary, president of the country — not Maduro. He doesn’t plan to hold on to the presidency 

indefinitely, he says, and will call for new elections in the future. 

 President Donald Trump, along with a number of other world leaders, has now officially recognized Guaidó 

as the country’s legitimate ruler — and Maduro has retaliated by severing diplomatic ties with the US. 

Experts caution that the situation could escalate into a dangerous political showdown. 

 The Socialist government responded by warning that the top military leadership would come out “in support 

of the constitutional President”, Defence Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez said. He added the military would 

show “backing for the sovereignty” of Venezuela. 
Source:- The Hindu 

Taliban Demands New Afghan Constitution 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 In a meeting, held in Moscow, between Taliban and Afghan opposition political parties, which excluded 

Afghan government, the Taliban demanded a new Constitution for Afghanistan. 

 For Taliban, current Afghan Constitution is a Western import and is an obstacle to peace. The new Afghan 

Constitution would be based on “inclusive Islamic system” and would be drafted by Islamic scholars.  

 Taliban government was ousted from Afghanistan by US in 2001 but Taliban, through its strikes, has been 

gaining ground in Afghanistan gradually.  

 After the proposed US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the accommodation of Taliban in Afghan polity has 

become imminent for long term peace. 
               Source:- The Hindu 

Taliban says No Agreement Reached on Ending Hostilities 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 Taliban-the Islamist insurgent group in Afghanistan- has said that the recent peace negotiations with USA 

and regional powers have been inconclusive. 

More about the news: 

 Recently, USA and Taliban has held a series of peace talks in Doha and Moscow. However, the Afghanistan 

government remained absent from both the talks. 

 The negotiations culminated in a basic framework of a possible peace deal in which the U.S.-led military 

coalition would withdraw its forces from Afghanistan and Taliban would pledge to prevent terrorist activities 

in the country. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cabinet approves MoU on India-Norway Ocean Dialogue 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister has approved the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between India and Norway on India-Norway Ocean Dialogue. 

Benefits: 

 The MoU will promote cooperation in the areas of mutual interest pertaining to the development of blue 

economy. 

 Norway is a global leader in the area of Blue Economy and has cutting-edge technologies and 

expertise in areas such as fisheries, hydrocarbons, renewable energy, sustainable harnessing of ocean 

resources and maritime transport. 
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 The proposed MoU will contribute to create opportunities for collaboration in areas such as exploitation 

of hydrocarbons and other marine resources, as well as management of ports and tourism development 

for the mutual benefit of all stakeholders within the framework of the Joint Task Force (JTF). 

 It will contribute to the objective of Food Security through infusion of new technologies in fisheries and 

aquaculture. 

 It will further offer a platform for businesses in both countries to execute profitable ventures.  
                  Source:-PIB 

Cabinet Approves MoU between India and Finland on Cooperation in the Field of 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 Union cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Finland on Cooperation in the 

field of peaceful uses of outer space. 

 

Impact: 

 The signed MoU provide impetus to explore newer research activities and application possibilities in the 

field of remote sensing of the earth; satellite communication; satellite navigation; space science and 

exploration of outer space. 

 Cooperation with the Government of Finland would lead to develop a joint activity in the field of application 

of space technologies for the benefit of humanity 

Details: 

 The Memorandum of Understanding shall enable the following potential interest areas of cooperation such 

as, 

 Remote sensing of the earth 

 Satellite communication and satellite-based navigation 

 Space science and planetary exploration 

 Development, testing and operation of space objects and ground system 

 Launching of Finnish Space objects by Indian launch vehicles 

 Processing and use of space data 

 Developing innovative applications and solutions based on space technologies and use of artificial 

intelligence 

 Cooperation around emerging new Space opportunities and data ecosystems and sustainable used of 

outer space. 

Source:- PIB 

 

No Change in China’s Stance 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 

Context: 

 The dastardly attack on a CRPF convoy in Pulwama by Jaish-e-Muhammed (JeM) notwithstanding, China 

signalled that it would not change its stance on Masood Azhar, head of the Pakistan-based terrorist 

organization. 

 China has repeatedly used its veto power at 15 member UN Security council(UNSC) to block the listing of 

Masood Azhar as a global terrorist by the 1267 Sanctions Committee. 
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UNSC 1267 Committee: 

 The UNSC 1267 Committee was established as a result of resolution 1267 (1999). 

 It is also known as the AlQaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee as it was initially established to oversee 

the sanctions imposed on Taliban. 

 If an individual or an organisation is included in the list, it helps in restricting their movement, financial 

penalties and assets freeze among others. 

           Source:- Times of India 

Iran to Promote Chabahar  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 

Context: 

 With U.S. sanctions threatening Iran’s main port of Bandar Abbas, the Iranian government is planning 

to promote the Chabahar port being developed by India in a major conference on February 26, highlighting 

the potential of the Indian Ocean port beyond India-Afghan trade alone. 

More about the news: 

 The government of Iran wants to build Chabahar as the focal point with the entire coastline of 1,000 

kilometres to be developed for oil refineries, petrochemical and steel factories, and other projects 

 The advantage of Chabahar was that it had received a waiver from the U.S.  

 This exception relates to reconstruction assistance and economic development for Afghanistan. 

These activities are vital for the ongoing support of Afghanistan’s growth and humanitarian relief 
 

Chabahar Port: 

 The Chabahar Agreement was signed in June 2015 and approved by Iran’s Guardian Council in November 

2016.  

 Chabahar is being seen as a gateway for trade by India, Iran and Afghanistan with Central Asian countries. 

 Iran’s Chabahar port is located on the Gulf of Oman and is the only oceanic port of the country. The port 

gives access to the energy-rich Persian Gulf nations’ southern coast. 

 The first and foremost significance of the Chabahar port is the fact that India can bypass Pakistan in 

transporting goods to Afghanistan.  

 Chabahar port will boost India’s access to Iran, the key gateway to the International North-South 

Transport Corridor that has sea, rail and road routes between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. 

 Chabahar port will be beneficial to India in countering Chinese presence in the Arabian Sea which China is 

trying to ensure by helping Pakistan develop the Gwadar port. Gwadar port is less than 400 km from 

Chabahar by road and 100 km by sea. 

 With Chabahar port being developed and operated by India, Iran also becomes a military ally to India. 

Chabahar could be used in case China decides to flex its navy muscles by stationing ships in Gwadar port to 

reckon its upper hand in the Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf and Middle East. 

 With Chabahar port becoming functional, there will be a significant boost in the import of iron ore, sugar 

and rice to India.  

 The import cost of oil to India will also see a considerable decline. India has already increased its 

crude purchase from Iran since the West imposed ban on Iran was lifted. 

 Chabahar port will ensure in the establishment of a politically sustainable connectivity between India and 

Afghanistan. This will in turn, lead to better economic ties between the two countries 
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                Source:- The Hindu 

 

India, Pakistan to Fight It out in UN Court in Espionage Case 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 India will ask the UN’s top court to order Pakistan to take an alleged Indian spy off the death row in a case 

that could stoke fresh tensions after a deadly terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir. 

More about the news: 

 Kulbhushan Jadhav was arrested in the restive southwestern Pakistani province of Baluchistan in March, 

2016, on the charge of espionage and sentenced to death by a military court.  

 The International Court of Justice ordered Pakistan in 2017 to stay the execution, pending hearings on the 

broader Indian case that take place this week in The Hague. 

International court of Justice: 

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the UN.  

 Established in 1946 to replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, the ICJ mainly operates under 

the statute of its predecessor, which is included in the UN Charter. 

Primary Functions: 

 To settle legal disputes submitted by States in accordance with established international laws,  

 To act as an advisory board on issues submitted to it by authorized international organizations. 

Members of the court: 

 The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to nine-year terms of office by the 

United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 These organs vote simultaneously but separately. In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute 

majority of the votes in both bodies. 

 In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years. Judges are 

eligible for re-election. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

UN Security Council Condemns Pulwama Attack 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 

Context : 

 The UN Security Council (UNSC) condemned the terror attack perpetrated by Pakistan-based terror group 

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), in a show of solidarity and support to India. 
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UNSC Statement : 

 UN Secretary General António Guterres had called on India and Pakistan to defuse tensions and for 

“meaningful mutual engagement.” 

 Condemning terrorism in all its forms as one of the most serious threats to international peace, the UNSC 

offered its condolences to those impacted by the attack. 

 The members of the Security Council underlined the need to hold perpetrators, organizers, financiers and 

sponsors of these reprehensible acts of terrorism accountable and bring them to justice, and urged all States, 

in accordance with their obligations under international law and relevant Security Council resolutions, to 

cooperate actively with the Government of India and all other relevant authorities in this regard 

 The members of the Security Council reiterated that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, 

regardless of their motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever committed. 

 They reaffirmed the need for all States to combat by all means, in accordance with the Charter of the United 

Nations and other obligations under international law, including international human rights law, international 

refugee law and international humanitarian law, threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist 

acts 

UNSC : 

 UNSC is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations and is charged with the maintenance of 

international peace and security. 

 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of international 

sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN 

body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. 

 The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, and the 

United States—serve as the body’s five permanent members.  

 These permanent members can veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including those on the 

admission of new member states or candidates for Secretary-General. 

 The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve two-

year terms. The body’s presidency rotates monthly among its members. 

Source :- The Hindu 

 

Will stop India’s share of water going to Pakistan says Gadkari 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

Context : 

 In response to Pulwama terror attack, the Centre has decided to stop India’s share of water that used to 

flow to Pakistan. The government would divert water from eastern rivers to Jammu and Kashmir. 

Is it the first time that India has hinted towards a possible instance of stopping the water to Pakistan?: 

 After the Uri attack in 2016, India has fast-tracked water projects to arrest the unutilised water.  

 The three projects include the  

 Shahpur-Kandi dam project,  

 Sutlej-Beas link in Punjab and  

 The UJH Dam project in Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Can India cancel the pact unilaterally? 

Indus Water Treaty : 

 

 The Indus Waters Treaty was signed by the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan’s 

President Ayub Khan on September 19, 1960. 

 The World Bank brokered the Indus valley treaty. 

 The treaty describes how river Indus and its tributaries that flow through both the countries can be 

effectively utilized without disputes. 

 According to the treaty, the administration of Beas, Ravi and Sutlej are invested on Indian Government, 

while, Indus, Chenab and Jhelum are to be taken care by Pakistan 

 As the river Indus flows from India, the country is allowed to use 20 per cent of its water for irrigation, 

power generation and transport purposes. 

 Though, the Indus originates from Tibet, China has been kept out of the Treaty. The provisions of the 

Indus Valley Treaty created a peaceful sharing of water among India and Pakistan for 56 years on sharing 

the water of Indus and its tributaries. 

 

 The wording of the treaty has no provision for either country to unilaterally walk out of the pact. 

 Article XII of the Indus Water Treaty says, “The provisions of this Treaty, or, the provisions of this Treaty as 

modified under the provisions of Paragraph (3), shall continue in force until terminated by a duly ratified 

treaty concluded for that purpose between the two governments.” 

 This implies that if India wants to go about abrogating it, the country should abide by the 1969 Vienna 

convention on the law of treaties. 

                  Source :- The Hindu 

4th India- ASEAN Expo and Summit Inaugurated. 
 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context : 

 Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation inaugurated the 4th India-ASEAN Expo and Summit 

2019 in New Delhi. 

Aim and Objective : 

 To bring India, ASEAN and Global MNCs together to work jointly for larger market and choosing India as 

a hub for ASEAN as a regional & global value chain 

 Strengthen existing and Explore new areas of collaboration between India and ASEAN 

 Promote Trade and Investments in ASEAN region and India 

 Promote People-to-People contacts 

 To provide a platform that will bring together multiple stakeholders, Policy makers – Industry – Academia – 

Media – Thought Leaders 

 To promote traditional linkages and focusing on nascent areas of cooperation. 

Source :- PIB 

Terror Monitor Keeps Pakistan on Grey List, Seeks Action 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context : 

 Global terror financing watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF) at its Paris plenary condemned the 

Pulwama terrorist attack, and blamed Islamabad for not doing enough to curb the finances of groups like 

Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba.  



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

85 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

Issue:  

 The week-long deliberations of the 37-member group decided not to remove Pakistan from the ‘grey list’, as 

Islamabad had lobbied for, but also did not accept an Indian demand to move Pakistan to the ‘black list’ yet.  

 But the FATF has decided to keep Pakistan in the ‘grey list’ as of now. Pakistan's case will be reviewed in 

June 2019 and if, by October, it has not shown progress, it could get into the blacklist, thus impacting its 

appeal for an IMF bailout eventually. 

 Blacklist of the FATF that currently features Iran and North Korea – non-cooperative in the global 

fight against money laundering and terrorist financing, calling them “Non-Cooperative Countries or 

Territories” (NCCTs). 

Background : 

 Pakistan was put on the ‘grey list’ or watch list of the FATF in June 2018 after a proposal moved by the 

U.S., the U.K., Germany and France was passed. 

  It has been scrambling in recent months to avoid being added to a list of countries deemed non-compliant 

with anti-money laundering and terrorist financing regulations by the Paris-based FATF, a measure that 

officials here fear could further hurt its economy. 

 

Implications : 

 Pakistan continues to remain in FATF ‘grey list’, making it hard for that country to get international loans.  

 Being placed on the FATF watchlist carries no direct legal implications but brings extra scrutiny from 

regulators and financial institutions that can chill trade and investment and increase transaction costs. 

 If the FATF blacklists Pakistan, it may lead to downgrading of the country by lenders like the International 

Monetary Fund, World Bank, Asian Development Bank and the European Union.  

Financial Action Task Force (FATF ) : 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on the initiative of 

the G7. . 

 The FATF is therefore a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to bring 

about national legislative and regulatory reforms in these areas. 

 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 

 At present, the FATF has 36 member countries and 2 regional organisations, representing most major financial 

centres in all parts of the globe. 

Objective : 

 FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures 

for combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international 

financial system.  

 

Functions : 

 The FATF monitors the progress of its members in implementing necessary measures, reviews money 

laundering and terrorist financing techniques and counter-measures and promotes the adoption and 

implementation of appropriate measures globally. 

 In collaboration with other international stakeholders, the FATF works to identify national-level 

vulnerabilities with the aim of protecting the international financial system from misuse. 

 

India and FATF : 

 India became a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in 2010.  

 The membership of FATF comes nearly four years after the country became an observer in 2006. 

Significance of FATF membership : 

 FATF membership is very important for India in its quest to become a major player in international finance.  
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                                                                                                                                                   Source :- The Hindu 

Russia to develop new missile systems by 2021 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 

Context: 

 Russia’s Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said the country must develop new types of missile systems in 

the next two years after Washington and ripped up a key arms control treaty. 

 The United States has repeatedly accused Russia of violating the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 

(INF) agreement and President Donald Trump said Washington was starting a process to withdraw 

from the treaty in six months. 

 In a tit-for-tat move, Russian President Vladimir Putin said Moscow was also leaving the treaty and 

beginning work on new types of weapons that would breach the crucial Cold War-era agreement. 

 The INF agreement forbids ground-launched, short- and intermediate-range missiles, but not those 

launched from the air or sea 

Background: 

 The Trump and Obama administrations have repeatedly alleged that Russia was violating the treaty by 

fielding a ground-based cruise missile, the Novator 9M729 (“SSC-8” in NATO terminology) that could 

strike Europe at a short notice, an allegation that Russia has repeatedly denied. 

 The Russians have raised counter-allegations against the U.S., with regard to launchers for antiballistic 

missile systems in Europe. 

 The U.S. has also been concerned that China has been gaining a strategic advantage over it as it is not 

party to the treaty and bound by its terms. Withdrawal from the treaty will increase the weapons options 

for the U.S. in the Pacific, where China has increased its influence. 

Intermediate- Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty: 
 The 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty required the United States and the Soviet 

Union to eliminate and permanently forswear all of their nuclear and conventional ground-launched 

ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500 to 5,500 kilometers. 

 The treaty marked the first time the superpowers had agreed to reduce their nuclear arsenals, eliminate an 

entire category of nuclear weapons, and utilize extensive on-site inspections for verification. As a result of 

the INF Treaty, the United States and the Soviet Union destroyed a total of 2,692 short-, medium-, and 

intermediate-range missiles by the treaty’s implementation deadline of June 1, 1991. 

 Despite its name, the INF Treaty covers all types of ground-launched cruise and ballistic missiles — 

whether their payload is conventional or nuclear. Moscow and Washington are prohibited from deploying 

these missiles anywhere in the world, not just in Europe. However, the treaty applies only to ground-

launched systems.  

 Both sides are free to deploy air- and sea-launched missiles within the 500-to-5,500-kilometer range. 

 The treaty, signed during the Cold War in 1987, bans ground-launched missiles with a range of 500 km-

5,500 km. It was key to ending the arms race between the (then) two superpowers and helped protect the 

 It will help India to build the capacity to fight terrorism and trace terrorist money and help to successfully 

investigate and prosecute money laundering and terrorist financing offences.  

 India will benefit in securing a more transparent and stable financial system by ensuring that financial 

institutions are not vulnerable to infiltration or abuse by organized crime groups. 

 National level Efforts - to combat Money laundering : 

 Financial Intelligence Unit – India (FIU-IND) is the central, national agency responsible for receiving, 

processing, analyzing and disseminating information relating to suspect financial transactions to enforcement 

agencies and foreign FIUs.  
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U.S.’s NATO allies in Europe from Soviet missile attacks.  

 The U.S. will formally give Russia and the other treaty parties a formal notice that it is withdrawing under 

Article XV of the Treaty, Mr. Pompeo said. Article XV mandates a six-month notice period before 

withdrawal. 

               Source:- The Hindu 

  

India, Russia Close To Inking Multi-Billion Agreement for AK-103 Assault Rifles 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context : 

 India and Russia are close to concluding an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for a multi-billion deal to 

locally bulk manufacture AK-103 assault rifles in the next few months. 

More about the news: 

 India has signed several multi-billion dollar defence deals with Russia in the last couple of years and more 

are in the pipeline. 

 According to the arrangement with Russia, a Kalashnikov factory will be set up in India in collaboration 

with the OFB (Ordnance Factories Board). It would cater to the forces for hinterland and counter-insurgency 

operations. 

 The Indian Armed Forces are currently equipped with INSAS (Indian National Small Arms System) Rifle. 

There is an urgent requirement of replacing the in-service INSAS Rifle with an Assault Rifle which is 

compact, robust and modern in technology. 

AK 103 : 

 
 

Additional Details : 

 India recently signed deals for S-400 air defence systems and stealth frigates. The agreement on Kamov-

226T helicopters is in an advanced stage of negotiations. 

 These deals are progressing in the backdrop of the looming threat of U.S. sanctions. 

           Source: - The Hindu  

After 50 Years, India Invited to Organization of Islamic Cooperation Plenary 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context : 

 In a 1st time India has been invited to the inaugural plenary of the foreign ministers' conclave of the OIC, a 

powerful grouping of Muslim majority nations, meeting as ‘guest of  honour’. 
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More about the news: 

 The 46th Session of the OIC's Council of Foreign Ministers will be held in Abu Dhabi from March 1 to 2.  

 The invitation to India by the OIC comes at a time when India has been mounting diplomatic offensive 

against Pakistan to isolate it internationally following the Pulwama terror attack in which 40 CRPF personnel 

were killed.  

  

Organisation of Islamic Conference  (OIC) : 

 The OIC — formerly Organisation of Islamic Conference — is the second largest inter-governmental 

organisation in the world after the UN, with a membership of 57 states in four continents. 

 The OIC describes itself as “the collective voice of the Muslim world”stated objective is “to safeguard 

and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony 

among various people of the world”. 

 The OIC has reserved its membership for Muslim-majority countries.  

 Russia, Thailand, and couple of other small countries have Observer status.  

India and OIC: 

 At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in May 2018, Bangladesh, the host country, had 

suggested that India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live, should be given Observer 

status, but Pakistan had opposed the proposal. 

 

Source :- Indian Express 

 

‘Britain Should Hand Over Chagos Islands to Mauritius’ 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 

Context : 

 Britain should give 'colonised' Chagos Islands back to Mauritius, UN court says  

Issue : 

 The British government ruled Mauritius from 1810 to 1968.  

 Britain evicted about 2,000 people from the Chagos islands in the 1960s and 1970s so the United States 

could build a large airbase on Diego Garcia, the largest of its atolls. 

 The United Kingdom paid the then-self-governing colony of Mauritius £3 million for the Chagos islands in 

1965.  It combined them with three islands from the Seychelles to create British Indian Ocean Territory, a 

new British Oversea Territory.  

 Three islands were subsequently returned to the Seychelles.  

 But, under an agreement struck in 1965, in return for compensation to Mauritius and fishing rights, Britain 

has maintained control of the Chagos islands. Which had been chosen as the site of a major US navy and air 

base.  

 In 2016, after several judicial challenges, Britain extended Diego Garcia’s lease until 2036 and declared that 

the expelled islanders would not be allowed to go back. 

 In 2017, Mauritius successfully petitioned the United Nations to seek an ICJ advisory opinion on the legality 

of the separation. 

ICJ Order : 

 The UK has been ordered to hand back the Chagos Islands to Mauritius “as rapidly as possible” after the 

United Nations’ highest court ruled that continued British occupation of the remote Indian Ocean 

archipelago is illegal. 
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 The International Court of Justice found on Monday that although Mauritius' government agreed to the 

division when it gained independence in 1968, the "detachment was not based on the free and genuine 

expression of the will of the people concerned."   

Way Forward : 

 While ICJ advisory opinions are not binding, the ramifications of the opinion will be highly significant; an 

opinion in favour of Mauritius may strengthen their position in any future negotiations, as well as putting 

significant international pressure on the UK over the status of the territory. 

International Court of Justice : 

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN).  

 It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. 

 The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). 

 The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States 

and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and 

specialized agencies. 

 The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United 

Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 

 

 

The Future of Indian Banking 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context : 

 NITI Aayog co-hosted a conference on “The Future of Indian Banking” on February 22, 2019, with the 

Foundation for Economic Growth and Welfare (EGROW Foundation). 

Aim of the Conference: 

 To increase and elevate the discourse on the banking sector in India,  

 Help develop insights to inform the continued evolution of the Indian banking sector for optimally 

supporting the growing credit needs of the Indian economy.  

 

Key messages from the deliberations: 

 Technology has become critically important for banking already and will continue to become more 

important in future.  

 This will serve to bring banking closer to the customer, including those in rural areas, and also bring 

tremendous efficiencies with greater speed of service at much lower cost. 

 Appropriate skilling of banking human resources is necessary to keep pace with best credit practices and 

new technology-based banking paradigm. In addition, banking staff needs to be trained to prepare for a 

larger role of banking in expanding the Indian economy. 

 The banking industry has to be continuously prepared for fraud and rising cyber security risks. 

 The banking industry requires a suitable vigilance mechanism for trustworthy banking but with a clear 

mandate to distinguish between deliberate action, criminal negligence, error in judgment or unforeseeable 

business risk. 

 There may be a need to think again in terms of specialised and sector based banking. 

 Public sector banks have consistently supported social banking, unlike private and foreign banks. Public 

sector banks should continue to do so. 

 To compete effectively globally there is a need for bigger banks in India. 
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 There is a need for more research on banking sector issues, specific to the Indian context. 

Source: - PIB 

 

Banks May Set Repo Rate as Benchmark 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, 

growth, development and employment. Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

Context : 

 Most commercial banks in India are likely to select RBI’s repo rate as the external benchmark to decide their 

lending rates, from April 1. 

 The repo rate is the key policy rate of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Present scenario : 

 The marginal cost of fund based lending rate (MCLR) is currently the benchmark for all loan rates. Banks 

typically add a spread to the MCLR while pricing loans for homes and automobiles. 

 

Why Repo ? 

 The RBI has mandated that the spread over the benchmark rate to be decided by banks at the inception of the 

loan should remain unchanged through the life of the loan. 

 It should remain unchanged unless the borrower’s credit assessment undergoes a substantial change and as 

agreed upon in the loan contract. 

 If the lending rates are linked to the repo rate, any change in the repo rate will immediately impact the home 

and auto loan rates, since RBI has mandated the spread to remain fixed over the life of the loan. 

Benefits of setting Repo rate as benchmark for lending : 

 It will make the system more transparent since every borrower will know the fixed interest rate and the 

spread value decided by the bank. 

 It will help borrowers compare loans in a better way from different banks. 

 Under the new system, a bank is required to adopt a uniform external benchmark within a loan category so 

that there is transparency, standardisation and ease of understanding for the borrowers. 

 This would mean that same bank cannot adopt multiple benchmarks within a loan category. 

Repo Rate : 

 The repo rate or the repurchase rate is the rate at which RBI lends money to banks, when banks face shortage 

of funds. 

 It is one of the main tools of RBI to keep inflation under control. 

 When we borrow money from the bank, they charge an interest on the principal. Basically, it is cost of credit. 

 Similarly, banks too can borrow money from RBI during cash crunch on which they must pay pay interest to 

the Central Bank. This interest rate is repo rate. 

MCLR : 

 Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR) is the minimum interest rate, below which a bank is not 

permitted to lend. RBI can give authorization for the same in exceptional cases. 

 MCLR replaced the earlier base rate system to determine the lending rates for commercial banks. 

 RBI implemented it on 1 April 2016 to determine rates of interests for loans. 

 It is an internal reference rate for banks to decide what interest they can levy on loans. 

 For this, they take into account the additional or incremental cost of arranging additional rupee for a 

prospective buyer. 

                  Source :- The Hindu 
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4th India- ASEAN Expo and Summit Inaugurated. 

Labor Bureau Files Mudra Job Report 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context : 

 The Labour Bureau has submitted its report on jobs created by MUDRA scheme. 

 The Labour Bureau has completed its survey on employment generated by the MUDRA loan scheme, giving 

the Centre a potential data tool to combat other reports showing a dismal scenario on jobs. 

Issue : 

 Before stepping down as vice chairman of Niti Aayog in August 2017, Arvind Panagariya, had submitted a 

report on the recommendations of a task force he had chaired on improving jobs data.  

 One recommendation was to analyse the extent of employment and self-employment generated by 

MUDRA loans. 

 In December 2017, faced with mounting criticism on the failure to create job opportunities, the Labour 

Ministry had asked the Labour Bureau to initiate the survey on jobs created through the MUDRA scheme. 

 According to reports, a leaked copy of the NSSO’s findings showed that unemployment hit a 45-year high of 

6.1% in 2017-18. 

 Central government ministers and officials have already attempted to use the MUDRA scheme’s 

performance to combat criticism based on the leaked NSSO job survey report. 

 Some economists, however, have advised caution in the interpretation of MUDRA data, especially as it 

relates to jobs. “Every new loan certainly doesn’t imply creation of a new job,” ICRIER fellow Radhicka 

Kapoor, wrote in a working paper titled ‘Waiting for Jobs’. 

 

 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) Scheme : 

 Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) is a scheme launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on April 8, 

2015 for providing loans upto 10 lakh to the non-corporate, non-farm small/micro enterprises.  

 These loans are classified as MUDRA loans under PMMY. These loans are given by Commercial Banks, 

RRBs, Small Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks, MFIs and NBFCs. 

 Under the aegis of PMMY, MUDRA has created three products namely 'Shishu', 'Kishore' and 'Tarun' to signify 

the stage of growth / development and funding needs of the beneficiary micro unit / entrepreneur and also 

provide a reference point for the next phase of graduation / growth. 

Vision : 

 To be an integrated financial and support services provider par excellence benchmarked with global best 

practices and standards for the bottom of the pyramid universe for their comprehensive economic and social 

development. 

Mission : 

 To create an inclusive, sustainable and value based entrepreneurial culture, in collaboration with our partner 

institutions in achieving economic success and financial security." 

Objective : 

 Fund the unfunded: Those who have a business plan to generate income from a non-farm activity like 

manufacturing, processing, trading or service sector but don’t have enough capital to invest can take loans up to 

Rs 10 lakh. 

 Micro finance institutions (MFI) monitoring and regulation: With the help of MUDRA bank, the network of 

microfinance institutions will be monitored. New registration will also be done. 

 Promote financial inclusion: With the aim to reach Last mile credit delivery to micro businesses taking help of 

technology solutions, it further adds to the vision of financial inclusion. 

 Reduce jobless economic growth: Providing micro enterprises with credit facility will help generate 

employment sources and an overall increase in GDP. 
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Labour Bureau : 

 Labour Bureau, an attached office under Ministry of Labour and Employment, was set up on 1st October 1946 

 It is responsible for the collation, collection and publication of statistics and related information on wages, 

earnings, productivity, absenteeism, labour turn-over, industrial relations, working and living conditions of 

labour, evaluation of working of various labour enactments etc. 

 It is a storehouse of important economic indicators like Consumer Price Index Numbers for Industrial, 

Agricultural and Rural Labourers; wage rate indices and data on industrial relations, socio-economic conditions 

in the organized and unorganised sector of industry etc. 

 

Functions : 

The functions/activities of Labour Bureau can be classified under three major heads: 

1.Labour Intelligence 

2.Labour Research 

3.Monitoring and evaluation studies under the Minimum Wages Act 1948. 

 

                  Source: - The Hindu 

 

 

Two Crore Jobs Created in 16 Months to December 2018: CSO 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 According the payroll data of the Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC), nearly 2 crore jobs were 

created during the period from September 2017 and December 2018. 

Key findings: 

 The ESIC data is one of the payroll numbers released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) in its reports 

based on people joining various social security schemes run by Employees Provident Fund Organisation 

(EPFO) and Pension Fund Regulatory Development Authority (PFRDA). 

 The ESIC provides health insurance and medical services to its insured person, covering all those 

establishment which have 20 or more workers and all those employees whose monthly wages are up to Rs 

21,000. 

 During the period from September 2017 and December 2018, as many as 1.96 crore new subscribers joined 

the scheme. 

 Similarly, the EPFO data showed that employment generation in the formal sector almost trebled to touch a 

16-month high of 7.16 lakh in December 2018, compared to 2.37 lakh in the year-ago month. 

 It indicated that nearly 72.32 lakh new subscribers were added to social security schemes of the EPFO from 

September 2017 to December 2018. 

 The EPFO covers all those firms that have 20 or more employees. Workers, whose basic wages are up to 

15,000 per month at the time of joining the job, are mandatorily covered under the scheme. 

 The estimated number of new NPS (National Pension Scheme) subscribers during the period — September 

2017 to December 2018 — is 9,66,381. The NPS covers central and State government employees while 

others can voluntarily subscribes to it. 

 The report gives different perspectives on the levels of employment in the formal sector and does not 

measure employment at a holistic level, the report said. 

 Integration of Informal economy into Formal sector: It will help India also grow its tax base as incomes from 

the informal sector are non-taxed. 
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        Source :- The Hindu 
 

‘Unemployment Data Based On Draft Report’ 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 In 2017-18, the country’s unemployment rate stood at a 45-year high of 6.1%, according to the National 

Sample Survey Office’s periodic labour force survey (PLFS). 

 

Highlights of the NSSO - PLFS Data: 

 The data was collected by the NSSO between July 2017 and June 2018 – and is the first official survey that 

at the country’s employment situation after Prime Minister Modi announced the demonetisation of high-

value currency notes in November 2016. 

 The report states that unemployment was last this high in 1972-73. 

Data and facts: 

 The unemployment rate in the country had gone down to 2.2% in 2011-12, according to NSSO data. 

 Joblessness for rural male youth (aged 15-29) went from 5% in 2011-12 to 17.4% in 2017-18. For rural 

women in the same age group, joblessness went from 4.8% in 2011-12 to 13.6% in 2017-18 

 For educated rural females, the unemployment rate ranged from 9.7 per cent to 15.2 percent during 2004-05 

to 2011-12 which rose to 17.3 per cent in 2017-18 

Labour Force Participation Rate: 

 The labour force participation rate (number of people of working age actively seeking jobs) also went down 

 The LFPR, which has been decreasing from 2004-05 went from 39.5% in 2011-12 to 36.9% in 2017-18. 

Government Response: 

 NITI Aayog VC Dr Rajiv Kumar claimed that confusion was being created by leaking a draft report and that 

it’s “not correct” to compare it to the 2011-12 NSSO data. 

 We have just received data for the July-September 2018 and October-December 2018 quarters which is still 

being processed,” Kumar said, adding that changing trends in employment (delta) can only be ascertained 

after the final data for the six quarters is out.  

 “The data from July-October 2017 can only be compared to data from July-October 2018,” he added. 

 Citing favourable figures from various reports (McKinsey, EPFO data, etc.,) they rubbished claims of rising 

unemployment and claimed that at least 7 to 7.7 million jobs were being created yearly.  

 “Various analysis shows that the country needs around 7 million jobs every year, we are creating enough for 

new entrants, but the challenge is to generate more employment for those exiting low-productivity jobs like 

agriculture,” Kant said. 

 Earlier, surveys conducted by the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy had said that 1.5 million jobs were 

lost just in the first four months of 2017 – immediately after demonetisation. 
           Source:- Business Standard 

 

 

Government Revises up GDP Growth to 7.2% 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 The government revised the economic growth rate upwards to 7.2% for 2017-18 from the 6.7% estimated 

earlier. 

Revised data: 

 Real GDP growth rate has been revised to 8.2 percent from 7.1 percent for 2016-17, while nominal GDP has 

been revised upwards to 11.5 percent from 10.8 percent. 

 The Indian economy grew at its fastest pace since 2011 to reach 8 percent growth during 2015-16.  

 However, many analysts attributed the dip in growth figures to a sudden currency recall exercise or 

demonetisation in November 2016 that forced a slide in household spending and corporate investment 

caused by the sudden flush out of high-value notes and restricted cash access. 

 The revised GDP data indicates that the impact of demonetisation on India’s growth wasn’t as severe as it 

was expected.   
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                           Source:- The Hindu 
 

Startups to Be Listed for Angel Tax Exemption 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 

Context: 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and the Central Board of Direct Taxes 

(CBDT) soon will come up with a list of startups eligible for angel tax exemption, based on their audited 

financial statements and income tax returns of the previous year. 

Angel Tax Exemption: 

 Angel tax is imposed on the excess share capital raised by an unlisted firm, over and above the fair market 

value of its shares. 

 Angel tax impact investment and startup industries whether they are genuine or not. 

 While aimed at curbing money-laundering, the angel tax has also resulted in a large number of genuine 

startups receiving notices from the IT Department. 

Criteria for Exemptions: 

 Recently the government has also decided to raise the limit for tax exemption for startups from 7 years to 10 

years and paid-up share capital threshold for tax exemption has been raised from 10 crores to 25 crores. 

 Startups would have to furnish three types of documents in order to be registered with the government: 

 audited financials for the previous year,  

 IT returns for the previous year, and  

 a self-certified declaration. 

 Firm has to certify it does not intend to deploy the angel investment in real estate holdings, including 

premium cars of value above Rs 10 lakh, precious jewelry, listed or unlisted securities directly or indirectly 

via equity mutual funds etc. 

 The declaration has to also acknowledge that if the company possesses any of these items, then the 

exemption granted from Section 56(2)(viib) would be revoked with retrospective effect. 

                          Source:- The Hindu 

Panel Moots Minimum Wage of Rs 375 per Day 
GS PAPER - 03 Economy - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

Context: 

 An Expert Committee on Determining the Methodology for Fixation of the National Minimum Wage, 

headed by Anoop Satpathy, has recommended setting the minimum wage at Rs 375 a day or Rs. 9,750 per 

month.  

 The minimum wage has been fixed irrespective of sectors, skills, occupations and rural-urban 

locations for a family. 

Background: 

 There have been several developments since the norms for the fixation of the minimum wages were 

recommended by the 15th ILC in 1957 and subsequently strengthened by the judgment of the Supreme Court 

in the judgement of Workmen v Reptakos Brett & Co. case in 1992. 

 The Ministry of Labour and Employment had constituted an expert committee in January 2017, under the 

Chairmanship Dr. Anoop Satpathy to review and recommend methodology for fixation of National 

Minimum Wage (NMW). 
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Key Recommendations by the Committee: 

 The recommendations of the committee is in line the Code on Wages Bill 2017.  

 The committee has proposed a “balanced diet approach” to determine minimum wages. It has recommended 

that 2,400 calories of food, along with a minimum of 50 gm of protein and 30 gm of fat every day/person 

should constitute a national level balanced food basket 

 It has also proposed that the minimum wage should include reasonable expenditure on essential non-food 

items such as clothing, fuel and light, house rent, education, medical expenses, footwear and transport. 

 It has recommended setting the national minimum wage for five different regions based on local socio-

economic and labour market factors.  

 Further, it suggested an additional house rent allowance for urban workers. 

 The committee has also recommended reviewing the consumption basket every 5 years.  

 It has suggested that basic minimum wage should be revised in line with the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) every 6 months. 

 The code had proposed minimum wages to all employees irrespective of the sector of employment and 

statutory National Minimum Wage for different geographical regions of the country to suit the local 

realities and as per socio-economic and labor market contexts. 

 For the purpose of estimating national minimum wages at regional levels it has grouped the states into five 

regions based on a composite index and have recommended region specific national minimum wages as 

follows: 

Region I Region II Region III Region IV Region V 

 Assam, Bihar,   

 Jharkhand, Madhya 

 Pradesh, Odisha, 

 Uttar Pradesh, and  

 West Bengal 

 Andhra   Pradesh,  

 Telangana, 

 Chhattisgarh, 

 Rajasthan, Jammu 

& Kashmir, and 

 Uttarakhand 

 Gujarat,  

 Karnataka, Kerala, 

 Maharashtra, and 

 Tamil Nadu 

 Delhi, Goa,    

 Haryana,    

 Himachal  

 Pradesh, and  

 Punjab  

 Arunachal Pradesh, 

 Manipur, 

 Meghalaya, 

 Nagaland, Sikkim, 

 Mizoram and 

 Tripura 

          Source:- The Hindu; PIB 

First Civilian Airport in Arunachal Pradesh  
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 The day Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation for the first civilian airport in Arunachal Pradesh, 

Jet Airways operated its last flight on the Guwahati-Aizawl route. 

 By withdrawing from Mizoram, Jet Airways joined an expanding list of flight operators that have suspended 

operation from new and existing routes in the geographically challenged north-eastern region. 

 Critics have opined that this has undermined India’s ambitious flagship regional connectivity scheme 

UDAN, an acronym for the Hindi phrase Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik meaning ‘let the common man fly.’ 
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Why was the flight terminated? 

 Mizoram’s Lengpui Airport, 32 km from the capital Aizawl, took a little more than two years to be 

completed in February 1998. 

 It soon became the busiest airport in the region after the ones in Assam’s Guwahati, Manipur’s Imphal and 

Tripura’s Agartala. 

 However, the airlines began withdrawing operations for reasons such as safety, maintenance and 

viability. 

 If an accident made Northeast Shuttles stop its Cessna flights in 2011, losses made Kingfisher Red withdraw 

a year later in 2012. 

 Air India ended its Guwahati-Aizawl flights as did SpiceJet in less than a year after its inaugural flight in 

October 2016. 

 Jet Airways, once the only private airline flying to and from northeastern India, withdrew from Aizawl on 

February 10. 

 The airline attributed it to non-viability of the route because of fuel price rise, a depreciating rupee and a 

difficult pricing environment. 

Is only Mizoram Affected? 

 Jet Airways withdrew from Imphal and Assam’s Silchar and Jorhat, along with Aizawl. Much before the 

first round of UDAN was launched in April 2017, private airlines had withdrawn from Nagaland’s Dimapur.  

 The Hyderabad-based Air Deccan, which won exclusive rights in the UDAN bidding to connect Meghalaya 

capital Shillong to Aizawl, Agartala, Silchar, Dimapur and Imphal, operated only 10 flights to Agartala and 

Dimapur in May 2018. 

 The Delhi-based Zoom Air operated between Assam’s Tezpur and Kolkata for only three months, till July 

2018, before withdrawing owing to “technical issues.” 

 And from September 1, 2018, SpiceJet suspended its operation from Agartala, six years after Jet Airways 

and a few other small airlines had withdrawn. 

Has demand gone down? 

 Viability is often cited by airliners, despite a passenger occupancy rate of 60-70% in most flights, and more 

people in the region flying than ever before. 

 While some of the smaller airports have flights connecting Kolkata and Delhi, the withdrawal of service to 

and from Guwahati — the hub of communication — is expected to affect tourism, a sector that has 

capitalised on peace in the region. 

 Further, Airliners and the Airports Authority of India (AAI) agree that the passenger volume has doubled in 

the last five-six years from Guwahati and other popular airports in the region. But improved road and rail 

connectivity, they said, have become a bane for smaller airports. 

 For instance, a two-hour drive brings a passenger from Shillong and an overnight train trip brings one from 

Dimapur to Guwahati. 

Where is the connectivity headed? 

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation announced the opening of 92 air routes in the region in the second round of 

UDAN in November 2017. 

 Bidders snapped up six airports – Rupsi, Jorhat, Lilabari and Tezpur in Assam, and Tezu and Pasighat in 

Arunachal Pradesh — and 12 routes, of which only two are operational. 
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 In May 2018, Air India started a flight between Guwahati and Pasighat in Arunachal Pradeshwith VIPs, 

including Chief Minister Pema Khandu, on board. 

 The militarily strategic airport of Pasighat, which allows Sukhoi 30 to land and take off, has had very few 

civilian flights. 

 AAI officials say UDAN, in its current form, is difficult for smaller airliners to sustain. 

 Aviation experts say the scheme has not been able to add wings because it is aimed more at reaping political 

benefits than increasing connectivity. 

 Furthermore, it does not have enough incentives for airlines to ignore the issue of viability. 

                            Source:- The Hindu 

 

LADIS – Least Available Depth Information System - Portal 
GS PAPER - 03 Economy - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, and Railways etc. 

Context: 

 Inland Waterways Authority of India launches portal for real-time information on available depth on 

stretches of National Waterways. 

LADIS Portal: 

 LADIS will ensure that real-time data on least available depths is disseminated for ship/barge and cargo 

owners so that they can undertake transportation on NWs in a more planned way. 

 The portal being hosted on IWAI’s website www.iwai.nic.in has been developed in-house 

 Initially, LAD information will be available for NW-1, NW-2, Indo-Bangladesh Protocol route and NW-3, 

along with the date of survey. The facility will be expanded to other NWs also. 

 IWAI has designed LADIS to facilitate the day to day operations of inland vessels plying on National 

Waterways and to avoid any hindrance in service and operation. 

 It will enhance credibility and efficiency of information sharing to achieve seamless operations on 

National Waterways, besides pre-empting problems that may occur during movement of vessels. 

Source:- PIB 

Bullet Train Gets Green Light via Flamingo Haven, National Park 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - INFRASTRUCTURE: ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, AIRPORTS, AND RAILWAYS 

ETC. 

Context: 

 The Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed train corridor has been granted wildlife clearance, by a committee 

headed by the Union Environment Minister 

 

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train: 

 The Bullet Train Project, an India-Japan Joint venture, was inaugurated in 2017 and is scheduled for its first 

run in 2022. 

 With a track-length of 508 km, the high speed train corridor will originate at the Bandra Kurla Complex, 

Mumbai and terminate at the Sabarmati, in Gujarat. 

 The Shinkansen high speed technology will be used in this train. “National High-Speed Rail Corporation 

Limited”, a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) has been formed for the implementation of this project. 

 The project fulfills the twin complimentary objectives of “Make in India” and employment generation. It is 

expected to give a stimulus to manufacture of advanced components and create about 15 lakh jobs in India. 
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Shinkansen Technology: 

 Shinkansen means “new trunk lines” in literal terms, which refers to the high speed rail network in 

Japan. 

 The train attains a high speed without having to compromise on comfort and safety, through the use of 

this technology. 

 Unlike conventional rail lines, Shinkansen routes are strictly off-limits to any other kind of traffic. 

 This network makes use of viaducts and tunnels to go through the obstacles, rather than going around 

them, thereby saving time spent on covering the distance. 

 Due to the lighter vehicles used, chances of damage to the tracks is minimal. These trains offer fast 

acceleration & deceleration. 

 

Concern: 

 The project as it encroaches upon the Eco-sensitive zone of sanjay gandhi national park , tungareshwar 

wildlife sanctuary and thane creek flamingo wildlife sanctuary 

 In 2015, 1,690-hectare area along the western bank of the Thane Creek, from Airoli to the Vashi, was 

declared as Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Kerala to Get Country’s 2nd Longest Rail Tunnel 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 A 10.7-km railway line, including a 9.02-km tunnel, has been proposed to connect the upcoming Vizhinjam 

International Multipurpose Deep-water Seaport to the railway network. 

 The 9.02-km tunnel, mooted by Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd (KRCL) from near the Balaramapuram 

station on the Kanyakumari-Thiruvananthapuram railway line, will be the second longest railway 

tunnel in the country.  

 The 11.26-km Pir Panjal rail tunnel, connecting Banihal and Hillar Shahabad, is the longest. 

More about the Project: 

 The KRCL, in its draft Detailed Project Report (DPR) submitted to Vizhinjam International Seaport Limited 

(VISL) — a special purpose company supervising the execution of the seaport project — has favoured the 

railway tunnel from Balaramapuram in view of the 35-metre level difference between the port and the 

highest ground level, undulating terrain, and local population. 

 The proposed railway line from Balaramapuram to Vizhinjam will be a single line and will be sufficient for 

the movement of 9 to 10 rakes daily through the corridor for the next 20 years, according to KRCL. 

 The KRCL, experts in constructing tunnels, was roped in after Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd under the Union 

Ministry of Railways backed out from the seaport connectivity project. The plan is to establish the railway 

link by May 2022. 

 The development of the Balaramapuram railway station is being explored as part of the rail link to the 

seaport. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

Seaplane Services 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 Under the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) UDAN version 3.0 of Ministry of Civil Aviation,  

 The routes connecting the following six water aerodrome sites have been awarded to start seaplane and 

helicopter services 

1. Guwahati River Front 

2. Nagarjuna Sagar 

3. Sabarmati River Front 

4. Shatrunjay Dam 

5. Statue of Unity (Sardar Sarovar Dam) 

6. Umrangso Reservoir 

Source:- PIB 

 

2nd Phase of River Information System between Farakka- Patna 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 The Union Minister of Water resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, inaugurate Phase 2 of 

the River Information System on National Waterway-1 (River Ganga) between Farakka and Patna. 

 Also unveil new arrangement of Navigation Lock at Farakka that would enable breeding of Hilsa fish in 

River Ganga and help preserve the river ecosystem. 

 

The River Information System (RIS) (Farakka -Patna): 

 It will enhance the swift electronic data transfer between mobile vessels and base stations on shore through 

advance and real-time exchange of information. 

 It is a form of vessel traffic management using next generation technology. It will help in crises management 

and enhanced inland navigation safety by preventing ship-to-ship collisions, ship – bridge collisions, 

groundings etc. 

 The service will immensely help in optimization of navigation and minimize collision risks in the waterway 

thus benefitting the users greatly. The services are being used in advanced waterways of Europe, China and 

U.S.A. The operationalization of this system in India is a landmark in itself. 
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 Under phase II, five base stations – Manihari, Bhagalpur, Munger, Barh and Hatidah and one control station 

have been made at Patna. 

 IWAI (Inland Waterways Authority of India) is implementing the project in three phases on NW-1. Earlier, 

in 2016, the first phase of RIS – on Haldia- Farakka stretch was commissioned. Work on third, Patna-

Varanasi stretch is currently in progress                           Source:- PIB 

Visakhapatnam Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc 

Context: 

 In a boost to energy security of the country, PM dedicated 1.33 MMT Visakhapatnam Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve (SPR) facility of Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL).along with that he also 

dedicated, ONGC’s S1 Vasishta development project located in the Krishna-Godavari (KG) Offshore Basin 

in Andhra Pradesh. 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) : 

 The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilities is being managed by Indian Strategic 

Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), a Special Purpose Vehicle, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Oil 

Industry Development Board (OIDB) under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas. Engineers India 

Limited (EIL) is taken as the Project Management Consultant for all three projects. 

 To ensure energy security, the Government of India had decided to set up 5 million metric tons (MMT) of 

strategic crude oil storages at three locations namely, Visakhapatnam, Mangalore and Padur (near Udupi). 

 These strategic storages would be in addition to the existing storages of crude oil and petroleum products 

with the oil companies and would serve as a cushion during any external supply disruptions. 

               Source:- PIB 

 

Foundation Stone Laid for Subarnarekha Port in Odisha 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 Chief minister Naveen Patnaik laid foundation stone for the Subarnarekha Port to come up near Chaumukh 

at Subarnarekha river mouth in Balasore district. 

Subarnarekha Port: 

 The proposed port project is located close to the integrated test range site of the defense ministry at 

Chandipur near Balasore.  

 The Union ministry of environment and forests had accorded environment clearance to the proposed 

port project in 2012, but it hit a roadblock with the defence ministry raising objections. However, 

this hurdle is over with the defence ministry giving conditional clearance 

 The all-weather port on the Subarnarekha river mouth on the Bay of Bengal, with 12 berths, would have an 

initial capacity of 25 million tonnes per annum, which is to be raised to 55 MTPA in phases. 

Significance of the Port: 

 The port could be a major boost for the maritime activities in the state. 

 Subarnarekha, one of the biggest port in eastern India, will serve industries in Odisha, West Bengal, 

Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and trans-border countries like Bangladesh, Nepal and others in South East 

Asia 

                           Source:- The Hindu 

7 Islands in Andamans, Lakshadweep Identified for Seaplane Operations 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 
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 To promote tourism, the newly set up Island Development Agency (IDA) has identified seven islands in 

Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep for seaplane operations.  

 

 
 

Seaplane Operation: 

 Four islands in the Andamans and three in Lakshadweep have been identified for seaplane operations 

 Swaraj Dweep, Shaheed Dweep, Hutbay and Long Island in Andaman and Nicobar Islands  

 Kavaratti, Agatti and Minicoy in Lakshadweep have been identified for seaplane operations. 

 

Key infrastructural Projects: 

 Operationalization of Diglipur airport in Andaman and Nicobar for civilian aircraft, and the construction of a 

new airport at Minicoy Island in Lakshadweep have been accorded high priority by the government. 

           Source: - The Hindu 

Cabinet Approves Phase II of Rooftop Solar Programme 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for the Phase-II of Grid Connected 

Rooftop Solar Programme for achieving cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW from Rooftop Solar (RTS) 

Projects by the year 2022. 

 

Second Phase of Solar Rooftop: 

 Under the phase II Programme Central Financial Assistance (CFA) for the residential sector has been 

restructured.  

 Further, focus will be on increased involvement of DISCOMs and performance based incentives will be 

provided to them. 

 

Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme: 

 The Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme aims to achieve a cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW/40GW 

from rooftop solar projects by 2022.  

 The program encourages installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic power generation plant for self-

consumption as well as supply/sale of electricity to the grid. 

 The Indian government has set a growth target of installation of 175 GW aggregate capacity of renewable 

energy by 2022. 

 Out of total 175 GW, target of 100 GW has been set for Solar Power. 

           Source :- PIB ; The Hindu 
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India's Hyperloop dreams take shape in Nevada Desert  
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context : 

 Maharashtra declared the company’s proposed hyperloop system between Pune and Mumbai as an official 

infrastructure project. 

 Construction on a 7-mile test track could start this year, said Jay Walder, the company’s chief executive. 

Hyperloop : 

 A proposed mode of freight and passenger transportation in which a pod like vehicle will be propelled 

through a near vacuum tube at airline speed for the price of a bus ticket. 

 These pods essentially are autonomous which would enable high speed travel inside the tube. This will also 

ensure that the vehicles glide silently for miles without any turbulence. 

 

How It Operates? 

 In hyperloop transporation, custom-designed capsules or pods are expected to zip smoothly through 

continuous steel tubes which are held at partial vacuum.  

 The pod which sandwiches the passenger compartment between an air compressor upfront and a battery 

compartment in the rear is supported by air caster skis at the bottom. 

 The skis float on a thin layer of air provided under high pressure, eliminating rolling resistance and allowing 

for movement of the pods at high speeds.  

 These capsules are expected to be driverless with estimated speeds of 1,000 km/h. 

 Linear induction motors that are placed along the tube control the speed of the pod. Electronically-assisted 

acceleration and braking determines the speed of the capsule. 

Source :- Economic Times  

Rooftop Sonar Panel in Telangana 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context : 

 Municipal body has made rooftop solar panels mandatory for large houses 

More about the news : 

 the Municipal Corporation of Karimnagar (MCK) signed an MoU with the Telangana State Renewable 

Energy Development Corporation (TSREDCO) for the generation of 1.45 MW of power through solar 

rooftop panels. 

 The municipal body has passed a resolution requiring all houses, apartments, community halls and 

commercial establishments with a built up area of more than 300 square yards (2,700 sq.ft) to install 

solar panels on rooftops. 

 

Karimnagar Smart City project : 

 The MCK is now claiming the mantle of becoming the first corporation to make it mandatory for all new 

houses to install solar panels.  

 The civic body would provide a 30% subsidy for the installation through TSREDCO. 

 Integrating solar power is mandatory as part of the Karimnagar Smart City project, and the civic body is 

making it easier by providing net-metering facility with the Northern Power Distribution Company Limited 

(NPDCL). This would enable property owners to earn from the surplus power they generate. 
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Additional News: 

 A 2018 study by Mercom Capital India group has ranked Telangana second in India in solar power, 

generating more than 3,000 MW. Karnataka has been ranked first. 

Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme : 

Solar Rooftop System : 

 In this system, in any residential commercial, institutional and industrial building, the solar panels are 

installed in the roof. It can be of two types: Solar Rooftop System having storage facility by using battery 

and Grid Connected Solar Rooftop System. 

Grid Connected Solar RoofTop System : 

 It is also known as SPV system. In this system the DC power generated from SPV panel is converted to AC 

power by using power conditioning unit and is fed to the grid either of 33kV/11 kV three phase lines or of 

440/220 Volt three/single phase line depending upon the capacity of the system which is installed at 

institution or commercial establishment or residential complex and the regulatory framework specified for 

respective States. 

 The power is generated by these systems during the day time and is utilised properly by the powering 

captive loads and send the excess power to the grid till it is available. If due to cloud cover, solar power is 

not enough or sufficient to run it then the captive loads are served by drawing power from the grid. 

Aim : 

 It aims to achieve a cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW/40GW from rooftop solar projects by 2022.  

 The program encourages installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic power generation plant for self-

consumption as well as supply/sale of electricity to the grid. 

           Source: - The Hindu 

A ‘Pink Revolution’ Quietly Takes Shape in Maharashtra 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Economics of animal-rearing. 

Context: 

 A ‘Pink Revolution’ is quietly taking shape in Maharashtra 

 

Objective: 

 To breed imported pigs to address the problem of protein deficiency in a sizeable section of the population 

that has been deprived of access to affordable meat besides providing livelihood to farmers. 

Highlights: 

 There is a plan to address this concern through supply of hygienic pork produced from imported breeds in 

clean environment and by launching an education campaign. 

 An ecosystem for supply of high quality pork is being created by a Mumbai based company supported by the 

Maharashtra government’s policy. 

 The company is planning to partner with farmers by supplying them pigs imported from Canada. 

 They would be bred under hygienic conditions for production of high quality meat. 

 The company plans to build a fully-equipped international-standard piggery which would support animal 

husbandry, food and medical industry. 

Benefits: 

 It would create a comprehensive value chain for pork production, it would also supply high quality animals 

for medical and research industry (organ transplant and insulin). 

 Commercial pig farming in India for meat production is one of the best and profitable business ideas.  

 

Challenges: 

 Indian pig breeds are not suitable for high quality pork production. 

 Indian pork is sold at about Rs.250 per kg compared with international quality processed pork which is sold 

at Rs.1, 200- 3,000 per kg. 
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Pink Revolution: 

 Pink Revolution is a term used to denote the technological revolutions in the meat and poultry processing 

sector. 

 The Pink Revolution initiative is scheduled to start off in the second quarter of 2019. 

 The ‘pink revolution’ targets to produce five lakh high quality pigs over a period of 5-6 years. 

                   Source:- The Hindu 

 

Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - economics of animal-rearing. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for establishment of Rashtriya  Kamdhenu Aayog for 

Conservation protection and development of cows and their progeny. 

 

Background: 

 The creation of Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog for the conservation, protection and development of cows and 

their progeny will provide the policy framework and direction to the cow conservation and development 

programmes in the country and for ensuring proper implementation of laws with respect to the welfare of 

cows. 

 

Impact of Rashtriya kamadenu Aayog: 

 The setting up of Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will lead to conservation, protection and development of cattle 

population in the country including development and conservation of indigenous breeds. 

 It will result in increased growth of livestock sector which is more inclusive, benefitting women, and small 

and marginal farmers. 

 The Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will work in collaboration with Veterinary, Animal Sciences or Agriculture 

University or departments or organizations of the Central/State Government engaged in the task of research 

in the field of breeding and rearing of cow, organic manure, biogas etc. 
            Source:- PIB 

Gujarat - Second Edition of Water Conservation Scheme 

GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types 

of irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and 

related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

Context : 

 Gujarat Chief Minister launched the second edition of the state government's water conservation drive called 

"Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan". 

 

Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan : 

 The scheme aims to deepen water bodies in the state before monsoon to increase storage of rainwater to be 

used during times of scarcity. 

 The scheme involves cleaning and delisting of River Front. 

 Sprucing up of Irrigation Canal 

           Source :- Business Standard 

Fundraiser to Secure 96 Elephant Corridors 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The Asian Elephant Alliance, an umbrella initiative by five NGOs, has come together to secure 96 out of 

the 101 existing corridors used by elephants across 12 States in India. 
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More about the Key Initiatives: 

 The joint venture aims to secure the 96 remaining elephant corridors, old and new, in the next ten years. 

 The alliance joined hands to raise the mammoth sum as money was the main constraint in securing the land. 

 NGOs Elephant Family, International Fund for Animal Welfare, IUCN Netherlands and World Land Trust 

have teamed up with Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI) in the alliance.  
 

Elephant corridor: 

 Elephant corridors are narrow strips of land that connect two large habitats of elephants. 

  Elephant corridors are crucial to reduce animal fatalities due to accidents and other reasons. So 

fragmentation of forests makes it all the more important to preserve migratory corridors. 

 Ending human interference in the pathways of elephants is more a conservation imperative. 

 Nearly 40% of elephant reserves are vulnerable, as they are not within protected parks and sanctuaries. 

Also, the migration corridors have no specific legal protection. 

 Forests that have turned into farms and unchecked tourism are blocking animals’ paths. Animals are thus 

forced to seek alternative routes resulting in increased elephant-human conflict. 

 Weak regulation of ecotourism is severely impacting important habitats. It particularly affects animals that 

have large home ranges, like elephants. 

 Efforts should be to expand elephant corridors, using the successful models within the country. This 

includes acquisition of lands using private funds and their transfer to the government. 

            Source:- The Hindu 

Human-Elephant Conflict Kills 1,713 People, 373 Pachyderms in 3 Years 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 In the three years 2015-2018, human-elephant conflict caused 1,713 human and 373 elephant deaths by 

unnatural causes, including electrocution and poaching.  

 

Causes for Human and animal Conflict: 

 Experts say various factors, including habitat disturbance and urbanisation, could be the cause of the 

alarming rise in unnatural human and animal casualties. 

 The compact landscapes like ones in the Nilgiris provide little space for interaction between wild elephants 

and people, disturbed landscapes, like Thevaram in Tamil Nadu’s Theni district, are linear forests and hence 

lead to issues such as crop raiding and human deaths. 

 Some experts also noted that degradation of habitat and a rise in elephant population in certain parts of the 

country. 

 

Data’s and Facts: 

 The highest numbers of human casualties had occurred in West Bengal (307 deaths), followed closely by 

Odisha (305). 

 In 2018 alone, 227 people were killed by wild elephants in 16 States, with Assam reporting the highest 

number (86). 
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Elephants death: 

 Electrocution of elephants is a particular cause for concern in managing India’s elephant population.  

 Deaths caused by electrocution stood at 226, contributing to 60.6% of deaths since 2015, according to the 

data.  

 In comparison, elephant deaths by all other causes, including train accidents, poaching and poisoning, added 

up to 147. 

 

Way forward: 

 Experts recommended localised solutions to elephant-related problems. 

 The stepping up of community participation in the protection of crop lands and elephants. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

99.82% Projects in Forests Got Nod 

GS PAPER - 03 Environment - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

 India’s apex National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) — charged with allowing forest land in Protected Areas 

to be diverted for industry — cleared 682 of the 687 projects (99.82%) that came up for scrutiny,  

 According to a response to a query in the Lok Sabha earlier this month. Only five projects were rejected 

since August 2014. 

 A wildlife expert, formerly associated with the NBWL, described it as a “clearance house.” 
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National Board for Wildlife: 

 The NBWL is a “Statutory Organization” constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 Theoretically, the board is “advisory” in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies 

and measures for conservation of wildlife in the country. 

 It also reviews proposals for non-forestry use of forestland within National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries, 

and issue or deny permissions. 

 

Functions: 

 Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and forests. 

 It has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around national parks and 

sanctuaries. 

 No alteration of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval of the 

NBWL. 

 

Composition: 

 The NBWL, formally headed by the Prime Minister, adjudicates on industrial projects, road diversions or 

the like that could encroach into Protected Areas or eco-sensitive zones of forests. 

 The environment ministry has delegated all powers of the NBWL to a compliant Standing Committee 

which regularly meets and clears projects in Protected Areas with due diligence. 

 A smaller Standing Committee of the NBWL is charged with deliberating on the merits of projects that 

come to it for scrutiny. 

 The committee comprises scientists and government officials and is chaired by Union Environment 

Minister. 

                  Source:- The Hindu 

Lion Conservation Plan 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context:  

 Three months after at least 20 lions in Gujarat succumbed to a virus, the Centre and the Gujarat 

governments have announced  Rs 85 crore Asiatic Lion Conservation Project. 

 

Need for Conservation Project: 

 There are close to 600 lions in Gujarat, according to State forest officials at the meeting. However, there 

has been no move yet to translocate lions to a location outside Gujarat. 

 Asiatic Lion, a pantherine cat, is listed as ‘Endangered’ under the IUCN Red List and is exposed to 

severe threats in the Gir region like  

 growing lion population and shrinking habitat,  

 vulnerability to diseases,  

 death from linear infrastructure such as road, rail and electric fences and  

 man-animal conflict. 

  

Asiatic Lion Conservation Project: 

 A key outcome of the project is to have a dedicated veterinary institute, “lion ambulances”, and back-up 

stocks of vaccines that may be required.  

 Key aspects of the conservation project include undertaking “habitat improvement” measures, making 

more sources of water available, creating a wildlife crime cell, and a task force for the Greater Gir 

region. 
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 The project also seeks to divide The Greater Gir Region that includes, area other than the existing Gir 

National Park, sanctuaries in Girnar, Pania and Mitiyala, into various zones and formulate various “zone 

plans and theme plans” for their management. 

 It would also involve having in place a GPS-based tracking system, which would look at surveillance 

tracking, animal and vehicle tracking.  

 There would also be an automated sensor grid that would have magnetic sensors, movement sensors and 

infra-red heat sensors. 

 

  Background: 

 In 2013, the Supreme Court had directed translocation of lions from Gujarat to Kuno-Palpur Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh on the grounds that concentration in one area makes them vulnerable to 

extinction from unpredictable events like epidemic or natural calamity. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu 

The Last of the Elusive Pangolins 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Obsession for its supposedly medicinal scales in China is believed to have made the ant-eating Chinese 

Pangolin, one of two species found in South Asia, extinct in India. 

More about the news: 

 The pangolin is the most trafficked mammal in the world. Though hunted for its meat across the northeastern 

States and in central India, the demand for its scales in China has made it the most Critically Endangered 

animal in less than a decade. 

 Investigations by wildlife crime sleuths have revealed that almost 90% of smuggling of pangolin and 

pangolin scales is through the northeast. 

 From elsewhere in India, the scales are smuggled out to China via Myanmar at Moreh in Manipur and 

Champhai in Mizoram.  

 

Pangolins: 

 The pangolin is the most trafficked mammal in the world. 

 The pangolin, which can be found all over India, seems doomed because of its scales, which are said to have 

medicinal value and are more expensive than gold, are sheared ruthlessly. 

 World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the 3rd Saturday in February. 
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Source:- The Hindu 

 

Punjab’s Blackbuck Fight for Existence 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 According to the Punjab State government data as many as 25 blackbucks died in 2018. 

More about the news: 

 The recent incidents of death of Blackbucks have raised concern among the civil society and Punjab 

government. 

 Blackbuck is the state animal of Punjab. 

 In Punjab, it is only found in Abohar Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 It faces a severe threat from stray cattle, attacks by stray dogs, and habitat fragmentation due to change in 

land use fencing agricultural fields and cropping patterns over the past few years. 

 Other unnatural reasons for blackbuck deaths include road accidents and falling into water storage tanks and 

concrete drains. 
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Black Bucks: 

 The blackbuck (Antelope cervicapra) is an antelope indigenous to the India plains hence also known as 

the Indian antelope. 

 It is also found in India, Nepal and Pakistan. 

 The blackbuck is an antelope of the same tribe (Antilopini) that includes gazelles, the springbok and the 

gerenuk but it stands out of all due to the adult male horns which are spirally twisted, V-shaped, and 

covered with pronounced ridges nearly to the tips. 

 The Females are generally hornless. 

 It is considered to be the fastest animal next to Cheetah. 

 Blackbucks are primarily grazers and frequent open short grassland, but they can survive in semi-desert 

where there is sufficient vegetation, and they often frequent nearly barren salt pans. However, they 

avoid woodland and shrubland. 

 The hunting of blackbuck is prohibited in India under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 Least Concern according to the IUCN red list 

Source:- The Hindu 

Aussie Mammal the First ‘Climate Change Extinction’ 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Australia officially declared a Great Barrier Reef rodent extinct, making it the first mammal believed to have 

been killed off by human-induced climate change. 

 The rat-like Bramble Cay Melomys — whose only known habitat was a small sandy island in far northern 

Australia — has not been spotted in a decade. 

 

key factor in its disappearance: 

 Repeated ocean inundation of the cay — a low-lying island on a coral reef — over the last decade, which 

had resulted in dramatic habitat loss. 

 Human-induced climate change being the root cause of the loss of the Bramble Cay Melomys 

                       Source :- The Hindu 

 

 

What Pushed Dinosaurs to Extinction 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context : 

 scientists say that massive volcanic eruptions over hundreds of thousands of years may have contributed to 

the dinosaurs’ demise at the end of the Cretaceous period. 

 Two studies published in the journal Science contributed to a longstanding debate on what exactly finished 

off the mighty reptiles. 

More about the news: 

 Before the 1980s, the dominant theory had been that huge and prolonged volcanic eruptions caused a deadly 

shift in the planet’s climate by sending vast clouds of ash, gas and dust into the atmosphere. 
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 Then scientists discovered the huge Chicxulub crater of an ancient asteroid impact off the Caribbean coast of 

Mexico, which they posited had sent so much debris into the atmosphere that it hampered photosynthesis in 

plants and killed off three-quarters of life on Earth. 

 The authors of the two reports were able to date massive lava flows with far greater precision, whittling it 

down from around a million years to a period of tens of thousands of years. 

 The expulsion of lava there over a million years left the Deccan flows more 1,200 meters thick in places 

today, a volume large enough to cover an area the size of France to a depth of several hundred meters, he 

said. 

 The new dating made by the two teams match up: one found that a “pulse” of volcanic eruptions occurred 

just before the mass extinction. 

 The majority of lava flows came after the asteroid hit Earth, backing up the idea that the impact triggered an 

earthquake so massive it would have registered 11 on the moment magnitude scale, something never 

witnessed by humans. That in turn set off a wave of volcanic eruptions that lasted some 3,00,000 years. 

 The close correlation of the two events — eruptions and extinction — is unlikely to be a coincidence, the 

researchers say. 

Source :- The Hindu 

 

‘Microplastics Found in Dolphins’ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Researchers from the University of Exeter and Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML) in the U.K. examined 50 

animals from 10 species of dolphins, seals and whales — and found microplastics in them all. 

 Most of the particles (84%) were synthetic fibres — which can come from sources, including clothes, fishing 

nets and toothbrushes while the rest were fragments, whose possible sources include food packaging and 

plastic bottles. 

 Though the animals in the study died of a variety of causes, those that died due to infectious diseases had a 

slightly higher number of particles than those that died of injuries or other causes. 

 

MicroPlastics: 

 Micro-plastics are particles that are smaller than 5 millimetres in size.  

 

Source 
 They enter the environment as primary industrial products, such as those used in scrubbers and 

cosmetics. 

 It could also enter via urban waste water and broken-down elements of articles discarded by 

consumers. Washing of clothes too releases synthetic microfibres into water bodies and the sea. 

 Micro-plastics escape the filtration and treatment processes for waste water, and end up in sites of 

nature. The durable properties of plastics make them persistent and slow to degrade in the 

environment. 
Source:- The Hindu 

  

Plan to Ban Water Sachets in Araku Valley 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Integrated Tribal Development Authority (ITDA) of Andhra Pradesh is planning to enforce a prohibition on 

the sale of plastic water sachets at tourist spots. 
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Plastic Ban: 

 According to officials, water sachets amount to around 40%-50% of the total plastic waste dumped at the 

tourist destinations. 

 These sachets are inadvertently consumed by stray cattle, putting their lives at risk, apart from environment 

pollution. 

 ITDA had also banned the use of plastic carry bags and polythene covers in Araku Valley since January 1st, 

2019 

 In an attempt to create awareness about the environmental hazards associated with plastic, ITDA has been 

putting up boards, posters and carrying out educative campaigns in Araku. 

Plastic Ban in Indian States: 

 Twenty-five Indian states/UTs now have some form of ban on Plastics. 

 In 2009, Himachal Pradesh became the first state to ban plastic and polythene shopping bags in India. 

 The southern state of Karnataka imposed a complete ban on single-use plastic items in 2016. 

 The capital city, Delhi, banned all forms of disposable plastics including bags, cutlery, cups, plates and other 

single-use items in 2017 

 Some states such as Goa and Gujarat have also introduced partial bans in areas surrounding religious, 

historic or nature sites. 

 Bihar, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand are the latest to announce a ban on certain types 

of plastics Recently. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Giant Cavity in Antarctic Glacier Signals Rapid Decay 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Scientists from NASA have discovered a gigantic cavity, almost 300 metres tall, growing at the bottom of 

the Thwaites Glacier in West Antarctica, indicating acceleration in rising global sea levels due to climate 

change. 

 

More about the findings: 

 The size of the cavity, at Thwaites' bottom where ocean water could flow in and melt the glacier from below, 

is big enough to have contained 14 billion tonnes of ice. 

 The cavity was revealed by ice-penetrating radar in NASA’s Operation IceBridge, an airborne campaign 

beginning in 2010 that studies connections between the polar regions and the global climate. 

 Experts opinion that, The size of a cavity under a glacier plays an important role in melting. As more heat 

and water get under the glacier, it melts faster. 

 

Thwaites Glacier: 

 Thwaites Glacier is currently responsible for about 4% of global sea level rise 

 It holds enough ice to raise the world ocean a little over 65 centimetres and backstops neighbouring glaciers 

that would raise sea levels an additional 2.4 metres if all the ice were lost. 

 

Ice-ocean interactions: 

 The huge cavity was under the main trunk of the glacier on its western side - the side farther from the West 

Antarctic Peninsula. 

 In this region, as the tide rises and falls, the grounding line retreats and advances across a zone of about 3 to 

5 km.  



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

113 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

 The glacier has been coming unstuck from a ridge in the bedrock at a steady rate of about 0.6 to 0.8 km a 

year since 1992. 

 Despite this stable rate of grounding-line retreat, the melting rate on this side of the glacier is extremely high. 

 These results highlighted that ice-ocean interactions were more complex than previously understood. 

            Source:- The Hindu 

 

‘Inkjet’ Solar Panels Set to Reshape Green Energy 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 

Context: 

 Polish physicist and businesswoman Olga Malinkiewicz has developed a novel inkjet processing method for 

perovskites, a new generation of cheaper solar cells that makes it possible to produce solar panels under 

lower temperatures, thus sharply reducing costs. 

 

Perovskite solar cells: 

 Perovskite solar cells have the potential to address the world energy poverty. 

 These are solar panels coated with the mineral and are light, flexible, efficient and inexpensive and come in 

varying hues and degrees of transparency. 

 These solar panels can easily be fixed to almost any surface be it laptop, car, drone, spacecraft or building to 

produce electricity, including in the shade or indoors. 
            Source:- The Hindu 

 

Entire Aravalli Area is Devastated 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 In a stinging attack on the Rajasthan government, the Supreme Court has said the State authorities are hand 

in glove with illegal miners who operate in the fast-depleting Aravalli region. 

 A Bench led by Justice Arun Mishra was annoyed when the State’s counsel submitted that the ground-

truthing exercise to ascertain the area where illegal mining had allegedly been conducted remained 

incomplete due to the recently held Assembly elections and the upcoming Lok Sabha polls. 

 

Aravali Range: 

 It is a range of mountains running in North West direction between Delhi and Palanpur in Gujarat. 

 It constitutes a vital corridor between Asola Bhatti Sanctuary in Delhi and Sariska Tiger Reserve in 

Rajasthan. 

 The 700km long range and its thick forest cover protects National Captial Region and fertile plains of 

India from effects of Desert. 

 Aravallis are the oldest mountain range in India and one of the oldest mountain systems of world. 

 The mountain range is spread towards northeast across the states of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and 

Delhi. These are Fold Mountains of which rocks are formed primarily of folded crust when two 

convergent plates move towards each other. 

 The process is called orogency or orogenic movement –an event that takes millions of years to create a 

mountain range as the tectonic plates move only few centimetres every year. In earlier decades, Aravalli 

hills region had a thick forest cover which used to act as a green barrier and acted as an effective shield 

against desertification. 

 Today, the forests in the Aravalli hills no longer effectively act as a green barrier. The forests of 

Aravallis range are now the most degraded forests in India; most of the indigenous plant species have 

disappeared. 

 Loss of vegetative cover will lead to the natural drifting of Thar Desert towards the northwest.  



UNIQUE IAS ACADEMY              UPSC Current Affairs – February 2019 

  

 

114 

NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Ph: 0422 4204182                        Mob: 9884267599, 9843167599 

L O G O H E R E  

 Increased desertification of the National Capital Region (NCR) and its adjoining areas can lead to more 

environmental hazards. These include more dust in the air, greater unpredictability of climate, meagre 

recharging of groundwater, and drying up of several natural water bodies. 
Source:- The Hindu  

 

Emission Levels Rising Faster in Indian Cities than in China 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Urbanisation is accelerating greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles in India at a faster than in China – said 

the study, to be published in the peer-reviewed journal Environmental Research Letters. 

 

Highlights of the Study: 

 Due to rapid urbanization, the greenhouse gas emission from vehicle is rising in India which is contrast with 

other developed nation where urbanization has led to reduction in greenhouse emission. 

 Urbanization meant shorter distances between the workplace and home and thereby, a preference for public 

transport however this concept is not applied for developing countries. 

 In China a 1% increase in urbanization was linked with a 0.12% increase in CO2 emissions whereas, in 

India, it translated into 0.24% increase in emissions. 

 In spite of being the 4th largest emitter, India’s per capita emissions are much lower than the world average 

of 4.2 tonnes. But those emissions have been growing steadily, with an average growth rate over the past 

decade of 6%. 

 According to the report fuel price hikes aren’t always a solution to curb emissions because with a Rs1 

increase in diesel price, commuting emissions decreased by 11% in some districts whereas it only fell by 

about 3% in low-income districts. 

 Higher socio-economic status and heavy reliance on private travel modes led to higher commuting emissions 

in Delhi than in other megacities. 

 

 
                      Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

Governing India’s Many Spaces [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The author has analysed India’s performance on three global indices that is Ease of Doing Business (EDB), 

Human Development Index (HDI) and Environmental Performance (EPI). 
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 Published by separate international bodies, these indices are used to rank the world’s countries according 

to their performance in the related sphere. 

 It is important to note that rankings by themselves do not reveal the level of attainment but they do 

convey how far a country is from the global frontier. 

 India has been the fastest growing economy in the world, however its rank on human development has 

remained unchanged and on environmental performance it has slipped close to the last place. 

Ease of Doing Business (EDB): 

 The EDB, an indicator put out by the World Bank, is meant mainly as an index of the effect of government 

regulations on running a business. It is also meant to reflect the extent of property rights in a society. 

 Responses are sought from government officials, lawyers, business consultants, accountants and other 

professionals involved in providing advice on legal and regulatory compliance. 

 It is important to note that a country’s ranking is based on the extent to which government regulations 

facilitate the following: 

1. starting a business, 

2. obtaining construction permits, 

3. getting an electricity connection, 

4. registering property, 

5. accessing credit, 

6. protection of investors, 

7. paying taxes, 

8. trading across borders, 

9. enforcement of contracts and 

10. resolving insolvency. 

 India has improved its ranking in terms of the EDB index. 

 From a rank of 134 in 2014, India’s rank improved to 77 in 2018. As 190 countries were ranked in 2018, 

India was in the top 50%. The position is not spectacular but the improvement is, as said, noteworthy.  

 A country’s ranking is based on the extent to which government regulations facilitate the following: starting 

a business, obtaining construction permits, getting an electricity connection, registering property, accessing 

credit, protection of investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcement of contracts and resolving 

insolvency. 

 However according to World Bank’s Chief Economist, the progress in EDB does not reflect reality and point 

outs several shortcomings. 

 

Critical Argument: 

 Biggest problem with the EDB is that it measures the effect of government regulations alone and ease of 

doing business is dependent upon other factors too such as availability of “producer services” with 

electricity, water supply and waste management. 

 There is little reason to believe that this infrastructure has improved in India in the last five years. As a 

matter of fact, the Planning Commission used to release data on infrastructural investment, but we have had 

none since its demise. 

 EDB ranking for the country shows significant improvement since 2014 with little or no importance given to 

public policy for over 50 years such as lowered health and education expenditure as a share of national 

income. 

 Reports and surveys on the ease of doing business in India are studying only certain types of businesses large 

(number of employees or income) 
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Human Development Index (HDI):  

 The Human Development Index is the result of a rare India-Pakistan collaboration in the global discourse on 

public policy, having been devised by Amartya Sen and Mahbub ul Haq for the United Nations Development 

Programme. 

 The HDI is a combination of indicators of income, health and education in a country. Its conceptual basis has 

been critiqued. 

 India was ranked 130 in 2014, and has remained in the same place out of 185 countries in 2018. 

 HDI ranking has not improved despite it being the world’s fastest growing major economy in recent years. 

Critique of Human Development Index: 

 First, it has been pointed out that the index combines incommensurate categories, as income, health and 

education are not substitutes. 

 Second, while it does go beyond purely economic measures of progress, in that it looks at the health and 

education achievements in a population, it can say little about the ‘quality’ of development. 

 As pointed out by Selim Jahan of the UNDP, data can “[tell] us only a part of the story about people’s lives. 

For instance, it is increasingly clear that it is not enough simply to count how many children are in school: 

we need also to know whether they are learning anything.” 

 Nevertheless, the HDI has now gained reasonable acceptance globally as indicative of the development 

strides a country has taken. 

 Despite income being a component of the index. What this reveals is that an economy can grow fast without 

much progress in human development. 

 Also, India’s HDI position in the bottom third of countries points to how much it needs to progress to earn 

the label ‘the world’s largest democracy’. 

Environmental Performance Index (EPI): 

 The EPI is produced jointly by Yale and Columbia Universities in collaboration with the World Economic 

Forum. 

 The index ranks countries on 24 performance indicators across several ‘issue categories’, each of which fit 

under one of two overarching objectives, namely, environmental health and eco-system vitality. 

 The issue categories are: 

1. air quality, 

2. water and sanitation, 

3. water resources, 

4. agriculture, 

5. forests, 

6. fisheries, 

7. biodiversity and habitat, and 

8. climate and energy. 

 In 2018 India ranked 177 out of 180 countries, having slipped from an already very low rank of 155 in 

2014. 

 The country is today among the worst performing on the environmental front and its ranking has 

worsened over the past five years. 

 Government has lowered environmental standards for instance Coastal Regulation Zone Notification of 

2018 allows construction and tourism development on land, earlier considered inviolable due to its 

ecological value. 

            Source:- The Hindu 
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Condition of  Taj Mahal 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has pulled up the Uttar Pradesh government for the poor upkeep of the Taj Mahal. 

 A Bench led by Justice S.A. Bobde asked the State to file a fresh vision document in four weeks, detailing 

the manner in which the monument would be preserved and protected. 

Issue: 

 Earlier, the court had said the protection of the Taj Mahal should not be restricted to the world heritage 

monument alone but everything around it that goes to protect the ivory-white mausoleum commissioned by 

the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for his wife, Mumtaz Mahal, in 1632. 

 The court had said that the Taj Mahal was only the “centre-piece”.  

 The forest cover, the river Yamuna and the grounds of the Taj Mahal should also be saved from 

pollution. 

 The Bench had said the Vision Document for Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) should examine and end the 

proliferation of hazardous industries, foundries, seepage and emissions which are slowly but steadily 

destroying the Taj Mahal and the protective cover around it. 

 In its 1996 judgment, the Supreme Court had noted that the Taj Mahal was not threatened by only traditional 

causes of decay, but also social and economic conditions. Industrial emissions, brick-kilns, vehicular traffic 

and generator-sets polluted air around TTZ.  

 The monument itself was slowly turning yellow from the collected grime. 

           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Wasted Effort: Half of India’s Waste-To-Energy Plants Defunct 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 An analysis by the Centre for Science and Environment has revealed  that nearly half of India’s waste-to-

energy (WTE) plants, meant to convert non-biodegradable waste, are defunct.  

 Further, the country’s inability to segregate waste has resulted in even the existing plants working below 

capacity. 

Key findings: 

 Since 1987, 15 WTE plants have been set up across the country. However, seven of these plants have since 

shut down. Apart from Delhi, these include plants at Kanpur, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Vijayawada 

and Karimnagar. 

 The key reasons for closure are the plants’ inability to handle mixed solid waste and the high cost of 

electricity generated by them that renders it unattractive to power companies. 

 This track record, however, has not stopped the government from betting big on WTE. The NITI Aayog, as 

part of the Swachh Bharat Mission, envisages 800 megawatt from WTE plants by 2018-19, which is 10 

times the capacity of all the existing WTE plants put together. 

 It also proposes setting up a Waste-to-Energy Corporation of India, which would construct incineration 

plants through PPP models. Currently, there are 40-odd WTE plants at various stages of construction. 

 

Reason for Inefficiency: 

 The fundamental reason (for the inefficiency of these plants) is the quality and composition of waste.  
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 MSW (municipal solid waste) in India has low calorific value and high moisture content.  

 As most wastes sent to the WTE plants are unsegregated, they also have high inert content.  

 These wastes are just not suitable for burning in these plants. To burn them, additional fuel is required 

which makes these plants expensive to run. 

  

Solid Waste Management : 

 It is a term that is used to refer to the process of collecting and treating solid wastes. It also includes 

solutions for recycling items that do not belong to garbage or trash. 

Solid waste encompasses the following waste components: 

 Construction and demolition waste – wastes generated in construction of new buildings, renovation and 

demolition work. 

 Plastic waste– includes polythene bags, plastic bottles etc 

 Biomedical waste – wastes involved in diagnosis, treatment and immunization such as human and animal 

anatomical waste, treatment apparatus such as needles and syringes and cytotoxic drugs. 

 Hazardous waste– wastes that cause immediate danger to exposed individuals or environment. 

 E-waste – includes discarded computer monitors, motherboards, cathode ray tubes (CRTs), printed circuit 

board (PCB), mobile phones and chargers, compact discs, headphones etc. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Ganga Basin States Stare at Three-Fold Rise in Crop Failures By 2040 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context : 

 The Ganga river basin could see crop failures rise three-fold and drinking water shortage go up by as much 

as 39% in some States between now and 2040, says an assessment commissioned by the World Bank and 

submitted to the Central Water Commission. 
 

More about the report : 

 The report is based on a modelling study that simulates river flow, water quality and groundwater levels in 

the different States and regions within the Ganga river basin. 

 The aim of the report was to strengthen the “capacity for strategic basin planning, develop a set of scenarios 

for the development of the Ganga basin and build a strong and accessible knowledge base.” 
 

Key Findings : 

 The report says that Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are likely to face a deficit in 

irrigation water of 28%, 10%, 10% and 15% respectively in 2040 as compared to the current levels if no 

proper steps are taken. 

 During the same period Madhya Pradesh would see a 39%, Delhi 22% and Uttar Pradesh a 25% deficit in 

drinking water. 

 The volume of extracted groundwater is expected to more than double, leading to an increase in the critical 

blocks.  

 Low flow values in the rivers are predicted to decline compared to present levels 

 Water quality and environmental flow conditions already critical will deteriorate further,” the report has 

warned. 

 the report cautioned, pointing out that there is no ‘silver bullet’ intervention that can solve all problems.  
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Recommendations : 

 Combinations of different interventions such as increasing water use efficiency and implementing a ‘more 

job per drop’ rather than striving for wholesale crop production are needed 

 The intervention that will result in the most beneficial impact is improvement of municipal waste water 

treatment.  

 Whether central or de-central, whether high or low tech, reduction in pollution loads provides a positive 

return on investment both in availability of clean water for downstream uses, including ecosystem 

services, as well as a drastic reduction in water-related illnesses and deaths 

           Source :- The Hindu 

 

Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet (SFDR) 
GS PAPER - 03 Science and Technology 

Context: 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight tested the second 

indigenously developed ‘Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet (SFDR)’ propulsion based missile system from ITR, 

Chandipur, Odisha 

Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet (SFDR) : 

 It will pave the way for development of long-range air-to-air missiles in the country 

 The ramjet propulsion system used in the SFDR acts as an oxidizer and the solid propellant reacts as air 

flows through a solid propellant duct. 

 Unlike conventional rockets that carry propellant and oxidizer, Ramjet uses the air as an oxidizer just like 

a jet engine. Therefore the weight of the fuel required is eliminated. 

 The SFDR propulsion is designed in such a way that it allows for an up and down throttling. 

 This further lets the missile to amplify its speed until it reaches the terminal phase of the flight. 

 The speed increases until the point when sharp turns are required to search for highly manoeuvring 

targets 

Background: 

 The first flight of SFDR, developed under a joint Indo-Russian R&D project, was tested in 2018. It had 

achieved the speed of Mach 3. 

 The Indian SFDR will be used as variants of missiles such as the advanced version of ASTRA. 

        Source:- PIB 

Gsat-31 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Achievement of Indians in science & technology; 

indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 India’s telecommunication satellite, GSAT-31 was successfully launched on February 06, 2019 from Kourou 

launch base, French Guiana by Ariane-5 VA-247. 

  

GSAT - 31: 

 GSAT-31 is configured on ISRO’s enhanced I-2K Bus, utilising the maximum bus capabilities of this type.  

 This satellite will augment the Ku-band transponder capacity in Geostationary Orbit. 

 GSAT-31 will provide continuity to operational services on some of the in-orbit satellites.  

 The satellite derives its heritage from ISRO’s earlier INSAT/GSAT satellite series.  

 The satellite provides Indian mainland and island coverage. 
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            SOURCE:- PIB 

 

A Lifetime of Finding Genes to Counter Heart Disease 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of bio-technology. 

Context: 

 Geneticist Helen Hobbs found that when people had a mutation in PCSK9, they ended up with lower levels 

of low-density lipoprotein (LDL) or bad cholesterol. 

 This mechanism of mutation protected people against heart disease without any side effects. 

More about the news: 

 She had won the 2016 Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences for discovery of a mutation in a gene called 

PCSK9, 

 The PCSK9 are a new class of injectable drugs that reportedly reduce ‘bad’ cholesterol levels by up to 60% 

when combined with a statin (another class of drugs prescribed to help lower cholesterol levels). 

                          Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

Antibiotic-Resistant NDM-1 Gene Found In Pristine Arctic 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Context: 

 The recent detection of the antibiotic resistant (AR) gene NDM-1, first isolated in India, in the Arctic region 

is a further indication of the globalization of antimicrobial resistance, said a study. 

 The research was conducted in the High Arctic zone (Kongsfjorden region of Svalbard) and scientists were 

surprised to find a rather robust presence of NDM-1, according to Clare McCann, principal author of the 

study. 
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Issue: 

 A superbug, also called multi-resistant, is a bacterium that carries several resistance genes. These are 

resistant to multiple antibiotics and are able to survive even after exposure to one or more antibiotics. 

 Like any living organism, bacteria can mutate as they multiply.  

 Also like any living organism, bacteria have a strong evolutionary drive to survive.  

 So, over time, a select few will mutate in particular ways that make them resistant to antibiotics.  

 Then, when antibiotics are introduced, only the bacteria that can resist that treatment can survive to 

multiply further, proliferating the line of drug-resistant bugs. 

 The discovery of antibiotics less than a century ago was a turning point in public health that has 

saved countless lives. Although antibiotic resistance develops naturally with normal bacterial 

mutation, humans are speeding it up by using antibiotics improperly. According to a research, now, 

2 million people a year in the US develop antibiotic-resistant infections, and 23,000 of them die of 

those infections. 

 Basically, superbugs are becoming more powerful and widespread than ever. Medical experts are afraid that 

we’re one step away from deadly, untreatable infections, since the mcr-1 E.coli is resistant to that last-resort 

antibiotic Colistin. Antibiotic-resistance is passed relatively easily from one bacteria to the next, since it is 

transmitted by way of loose genetic material that most bacteria have in common. 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) is afraid of a post-antibiotic world, where loads of bacteria are 

superbugs. Already, infections like tuberculosis, gonorrhea, and pneumonia are becoming harder to treat 

with typical antibiotics. 

Way forward: 

 First step would be to limit antibiotic use. If a patient has a virus, for instance, an antibiotic won’t work, so 

doctors shouldn’t prescribe antibiotics even if the patient insists. 

 When patients do need antibiotics, it’s important to make sure they take the full course to kill off every last 

infection-causing germ. Otherwise the strong survive, mutate, and spread. As a society, curbing antibiotic 

use in healthy animals used in human food production is another important step. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Japan Approves Stem Cells Trial to Treat Spinal Cord Injuries 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of bio-technology and issues relating 

to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 A team of Japanese researchers will carry out an unprecedented trial using human-induced pluripotent stem 

cells (iPS) to treat spinal cord injuries. 

 The team at Tokyo’s Keio University has received government approval for the trial — which have the 

potential to develop into any cell in the body — to treat patients with serious spinal cord injuries. 

Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (iPSC) : 

● The iPSC technology was pioneered by Shinya Yamanaka’s lab in Kyoto, Japan, who showed in 2006 that 

the introduction of four specific genes encoding transcription factors could convert adult cells into 

pluripotent stem cells. 

● He was awarded the 2012 Nobel Prize along with Sir John Gurdon “for the discovery that mature cells can 

be reprogrammed to become pluripotent.” 
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● Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are adult cells that have been genetically reprogrammed to an 

embryonic stem cell–like state by being forced to express genes and factors important for maintaining the 

defining properties of embryonic stem cells. 

● Although additional research is needed, iPSCs are already useful tools for drug development and modeling 

of diseases, and scientists hope to use them in transplantation medicine. 

  

Stem Cell : 

 Stem cells have the remarkable potential to develop into many different cell types in the body during early life 

and growth.  

 In addition, in many tissues they serve as a sort of internal repair system, dividing essentially without limit to 

replenish other cells as long as the person or animal is still alive.  

 When a stem cell divides, each new cell has the potential either to remain a stem cell or become another type of 

cell with a more specialized function, such as a muscle cell, a red blood cell, or a brain cell. 

 

Source :- The Hindu 

 

‘Lack of Cleaning in Brain Cells Causes Alzheimer’s’ 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 A weakened cleaning system of the brain cells in animals and humans is central to developing Alzheimer’s 

disease, according to a study which may lead to new treatments for the neurodegenerative disorder. 

 Researchers, including those from the University of Copenhagen in Denmark, found that improving 

mitophagy — the cleaning system of the brain cells — nearly removed the symptoms of Alzheimer’s in the 

animals. 

Alzheimer’s Disease : 

 Alzheimer’s disease is the most common form of dementia. It is a progressive brain disease which results in 

loss of memory and thinking skills. 

 It destroys the brain cells which cause memory loss, memory changes, erratic behaviour and loss of body 

functions. This disease usually starts slowly but gets worse with time. 

 One of the most common early symptoms of Alzheimer is difficulty in remembering the recent events. 

Alzheimer’s patient forgets the name of the people like longtime friend, address, even name of the roads and 

other things. Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive brain disease. 

 It starts with forgetting things and develops short memory loss which results in difficulty in remembering 

recent events, eventually resulting in the inability to look after daily activities and even basic needs. 

 Alzheimer’s disease mostly affects elderly people. Since the population of elderly people is rising in India, 

this is the cause of alarm. 

 The exact cause of Alzheimer’s disease is not yet known. Certain complex events occurring in the brain 

appear to cause this disease. There is no cure for Alzheimer’s disease as of now. 

 Early detection benefits the patient in treating this disease effectively. The treatment modalities include 

medicinal, psychological and care giving aspects. Family and social support plays a key role. 

Source:- The Hindu 

LAIRCM Self-Protection Suites 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

Nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
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Context: 

 The US State Department approved the sale of two 777 Large Aircraft Infrared Counter Measures 

(LAIRCM) Self-Protection Suites (SPS) to India.  

More about the news: 

 These systems will protect two Boeing-777 Head-of-State aircraft. This would bring the security of Air India 

One at par with that of Air Force One, the aircraft used by the American President. 

 LAIRCM is a programme meant to protect large aircraft from man-portable missiles. It increases crew-

warning time, decreases false alarm rates and automatically counters advanced infrared missile systems. 

 

  

 

 In a 2016 document, the Defense Technical Information Centre of the US Defense Department explained 

that LAIRCM consists of missile warning sensors (MWS), a laser transmitter assembly, control interface 

unit (CIU) and processors to detect, track, jam and counter incoming infrared missiles. The number of 

sensors and transmitter assemblies per aircraft is determined by the size and signature of the aircraft. 

 The release said the proposed sale will improve India’s capability to deter regional threats, and will 

support the foreign policy and national security of the US by helping strengthen the US-Indian strategic 

relationship. 

Source:- Indian Express 

 
 

New Universe Map Unveils 3,00,000 More Galaxies 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the field of Space 

Context: 

 A group of international astronomers just discovered 300,000 unknown galaxies in space. 

 

Key findings: 

 More than 200 astronomers from 18 countries were involved in the study, which used radio astronomy to 

look at a segment of sky over the northern hemisphere, and found 3,00,000 previously unseen light sources 

thought to be distant galaxies. 
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 The team used the Low Frequency Array (LOFAR) telescope in the Netherlands to pick up traces — or 

“jets” — of ancient radiation produced when galaxies merge. These jets, previously undetected, can extend 

over millions of light years. 

 The map created by the LOFAR observations 

 

Significance of findings: 

 The discovery might help astronomers learn more about the physics of black holes and how clusters of 

galaxies evolve. 

                         Source :- The Hindu 

 

Tejas, World’s Lightest Fighter, Is ‘Battle Ready’ 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas has received the final operational clearance (FOC) from military 

aviation regulator for induction into the Indian Air Force (IAF) as a weaponised fighter jet. 

LCA Tejas: 

 The LCA Tejas is an Indian single-seat, single-jet engine, multi-role light fighter developed by Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited (HAL).  

 Its design is highly manoeuvrable, with a tailless, compound delta wing configuration.  

 It came from the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) programme, which began in the 1980s to replace India’s 

ageing MiG-21 fighters.  

 Later, the LCA was officially named “Tejas”, meaning “Radiant” by the then Prime Minister. 

 In 1969, the Indian government accepted the recommendation by its Aeronautics Committee that Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited (HAL) should design and develop a fighter aircraft around a proven engine. 

  In 1969, the Indian government accepted the recommendation by its Aeronautics Committee that Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited (HAL) should design and develop a fighter aircraft around a proven engine. 

           Source :- The hindu 

Deadlier Version of Brahmos to Be Tested in Three Years 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 A sleeker, more lethal version of the supersonic cruise missile BrahMos is under development and the 

prototype should be ready for testing in about three years 

  The idea is to have a smaller missile with the same capabilities.  

 So the missile will fly at 3.5 times the speed of sound instead of 2.8 Mach.  

 The range will remain at 300 km 

 

BrahMos: 

 BrahMos is a joint venture between India and Russia. It is named after Brahmaputra and Moscow rivers.  

 It is capable of being launched from land, sea, sub-sea and air against surface and sea-based targets. 

 The land and sea variants of BrahMos are already operational with the Army and Navy.  

 The Army has deployed three BrahMos regiments on the Western and Eastern borders.  

 The air-launched version is under development.  

 In 2017, BrahMos Missile was successfully flight tested first time from Indian Air Force’s fighter aircraft 

Sukhoi -30MKI against a sea-based target in Bay of Bengal. 
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         Source: - The Hind 

 

 

A Small Moon Found Floating Around Neptune 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space 

Context : 

 Scientists confirm that Neptune’s tiny, mysterious moon may be a ‘chipped-off piece’ from a larger Moon as 

a result of collision with a comet that took place billions of years ago. 

Hippocamp : 

 Scientists have recently theorised the origin of Hippocamp- one among Neptune’s moons. Originally 

designated as S/2004 N 1 and Neptune XIV, this moon was found in images taken by NASA’s Hubble Space 

Telescope in 2004–05 and 2009.  

 Hippocamp, smallest moon yet discovered in orbit around Neptune, is named after a mythical half-horse, 

half-fish sea creature. 

 Scientists have theorized that Hippocamp was formed from the debris created billions of years ago when a 

comet collided with Proteus- Neptune’s largest moon. 

  

Additional Information : 

 There are 13 moons floating around the planet Neptune, namely Triton, Nereid, Naiad, Thalassa, 

Despina, Galatea, Larissa, Proteus, Halimede, Sao, Laomedeia, Psamathe and Neso — all named after 

sea gods and nymphs from Greek mythology. 

          Source :- Down To Earth  

NASA to Crash into Asteroid, ESA to Follow Up 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space  

Context: 

 The European Space Agency’s (ESA’s) Hera mission is set for a new record by becoming the first 

spacecraft to explore a binary asteroid — the Didymos pair. 

 The moon orbiting Didymos, called ‘Didymoon’ — almost the size of the Giza Pyramid in Egypt, measuring 

just 160 metres in diameter—will be the smallest asteroid ever explored. 

 

More about the News: 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in USA will also launch the Double Asteroid 

Redirection Test (DART) between 2020 and 2021, which will target Didymoon as part of its planetary 

defence programme.  

 The programme, designed to protect Earth from dangerous comets and asteroids, aims to crash DART into 

Didymoon in 2022 to alter its orbit around Didymos. 

 The collision will change the speed of the moonlet in its orbit around the main body. Following the collision, 

Hera would explore the asteroid in 2026 and check the impact and deflection created by DART. 

 Asteroid are relatively small, inactive, rocky body orbiting the Sun.  

 Didymos is a binary asteroid and it was chosen because of its close proximity to Earth and its size. These 

both missions are part of the Asteroid Impact and Deflection Assessment (AIDA). 

           Source :- Down To Earth  

Atmospheric Water Generator Safe Drinking Water, Straight From the Air. 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Development of new Technology  
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Context : 

 Navratna Defence PSU Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) has unveiled its new product, the Atmospheric Water 

Generator (AWG), an innovative solution to meet the ever-increasing need for drinking water worldwide, at 

Aero India 2019. 

 

Atmospheric Water Generator : 

 The Atmospheric Water Generator is being manufactured by BEL in collaboration with CSIR-IICT and 

MAITHRI, a start-up company based in Hyderabad. 

 BEL's Atmospheric Water Generator can be used to generate water straight from the humidity present in the 

atmosphere.  

 BEL’s Atmospheric Water Generator employs a novel technology to extract water from the humidity present 

in the atmosphere and purify it. 

 It uses heat exchange for condensing the atmospheric moisture to produce pure, safe and clean potable water. 

 The AWG comes with a Mineralisation Unit, which is used to add minerals which are required to make the 

water potable. 

 The AWG is configurable in static and mobile (vehicular) versions and is available in 30 litres/day, 100 

litres/day, 500 litres/day and 1,000 litres/day capacities.. 

            Source :- PIB 

 

Travel on a Jet Plane, Using a Little Cooking Oil 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Development of New Technology  

Context : 

 Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP), Dehradun has successfully completed a pilot test to convert used cooking 

oil into bio-Aviation Turbine Fuel (Bio-ATF) or bio-jet fuel. 

Bio-aviation turbine fuel: 

 Bio-ATF is a biofuel used for aircraft. It can be blended with conventional ATF and used as aircraft fuel. 

 Biofuel that can be used as jet-fuel can be prepared using animal fat, vegetable oil and agricultural waste. 

 Biofuel is a fuel that is produced from biomass—i.e. plant or algae material or animal waste. It is considered 

to be a source of renewable energy, unlike fossil fuels such as petroleum, coal, and natural gas. 

 The attempt to convert cooking oil into Bio-ATF is in coherence with the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI)’s Repurpose Cooking Oil (RUCO) initiative. The initiative seeks to collect and 

convert used cooking oil into bio-fuel 

 

Repurpose Used Cooking Oil (RUCO): 

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) launched RUCO (Repurpose Used Cooking Oil), 

an initiative that will enable collection and conversion of used cooking oil to bio-diesel. 

 The initiative has been launched nearly a month after the food safety regulator notified standards for used 

cooking oil. 

 FSSAI may also look at introducing regulations to ensure that companies that use large quantities of cooking 

oil hand it over to registered collecting agencies to convert it into biofuel. 

 Under this initiative, 64 companies at 101 locations have been identified to enable collection of used cooking 

oil. 

 The food safety body says that by 2020, it should be possible to recover about 220 crore litres of used 

cooking oil for conversion into bio-fuel. 

 Reducing the re-use of cooking oil in the food industry will have positive public health outcomes and its 

conversion into Bio-ATF will help the aviation sector reduce its carbon footprint 
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           Source :- The Hindu 

India to Have Own DNS for Safe Browsing 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context : 

 The government will soon launch a public domain name system (DNS) server that could protect users from 

any malware or phishing with enhanced security features as well as faster response time. 

 

Key features : 

 The new platform is an upgraded version with enhanced in-built security features compared to the earlier 

created by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) and has a capability to host as many as 5 million users that 

can be scaled up further if needed. 

 If a user inadvertently accesses a malicious or phishing site, the new public system would immediately open 

up a page or popup to alert the user of such potential threat so that the suspicious resource could be avoided, 

the official who is aware of the initiative. 

 The new DNS will be placed across the country to minimise outage and would be available round the clock. 

Users can simply use it by typing the IP number into the Internet browser 

Need : 

 DNS is an important tool that requires to be fool-proof and has a major role in browsing the Internet.  

 The Centre is eyeing a new and robust platform in the wake of critical digital services being delivered online 

requiring enhanced security to discourage cyber-attacks and a quicker site loading time. 

 

Domain Name System (DNS ) :  

 DNS is a system that translates domain names to Internet Protocol or IP addresses that allows browsers to 

load websites sought.  

 It is a database that stores all of the domain names and corresponding IP numbers for a particular top-level 

domain (TLD) such as .com or .net. The DNS identifies and locates computer systems and resources on the 

Internet. 

           Source: - Economic Times  

The Table that Defines Chemistry Turns 150 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Context: 

 The majestic table of elements that hangs on the walls of chemistry classrooms across the world has turned 

150 years old in 2019. 

 The United Nations General Assembly and UNESCO have decided to celebrate 2019 as the “International 

Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical Elements (IYPT2019)”. 

Mendeleev: 

 The Periodic Table of Elements was written by Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleev on 17th February 1869. 

 Mendeleev was not the first one to create a table of elements.  

 Earliest of such efforts was due to the father of modern chemistry, Antoine Lavoisier in 1789 who 

classified them in terms of their properties.  

 John Newlands introduced the concept of octaves in chemistry, wherein properties repeat for every 

eighth element.  

 There were other attempts too. However, the proposal of Mendeleev was unique. 
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 Mendeleev’s finding was that the elements, if arranged according to their atomic weights, exhibit an evident 

stepwise variation of properties.  

 Today, all the 118 elements are put in the periodic table based on the periodic law. 

 Mendeleev put emphasis on chemical properties.  

 As a result, in a few cases systematically increasing atomic weights did not match well with 

chemical properties.  

 He hesitatingly placed tellurium before iodine with a question mark, although tellurium is heavier 

than iodine.  

 Today we know that his placing was indeed justified. 

 The element 101 is named as Mendelevium (Md). Although narrowly missed the Nobel Prize of 1906, he 

became one of the 15 scientists to be remembered with an element, a more illustrious recognition 

considering that 181 have won a Nobel Prize in chemistry so far. 

             Source:-The Hindu 

 

Centre Bans Kashmir Outfit 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of 

organized crime with terrorism Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 

Context: 

 The Union Home Ministry has banned the Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen (TuM) under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act for promoting terrorism and radicalising and recruiting youth for terrorist activities in India. 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967: 

 UAPA is anti-terrorist law aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India. 

 Its main objective is to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against integrity and 

sovereignty of India. 

 It bans certain terrorist associations, punishes membership and association with such organizations and 

punishes terrorist activities. 

 The law been legislated to impose reasonable restrictions in interests of sovereignty and integrity of India on 

exercise of freedom of speech and expression, to assemble peaceably without arms and to form associations. 

 Crime under the Act – to support any secessionist movement; to support a foreign power’s claim over Indian 

territories; threatening economic security of India; raising funds for terrorist activities (including the 

production and circulation of Fake Indian Currency Notes) 

Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen (TuM): 

 Set up in the 1990s, TuM claims to be fighting for the “liberation of Kashmir.” 

 The TuM carried out a number of terrorist attacks besides subversive acts, namely grenade attacks, weapons 

snatching incidents, supporting other terrorist outfits such as Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HuM), Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT), etc. in terms of financial and logistic support in the recent past.” 
Source:- The Hindu 

Drought Less Probable This Year: Skymet 
GS PAPER - 03 DISASTER MANAGEMENT - Disaster and disaster management. 

Context : 

 According to a forecast by private weather forecaster Skymet, There’s unlikely to be a drought in 2019 as the 

El Nino — a climate phenomenon linked to poor monsoon in India — is likely to peter out by the beginning 

of the season. 

 Recently, the U.S. National Climate Centre had issued a forecast that an El Nino had formed and would last 

up to spring 2019. 

 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) too concurred that a strong El Nino is unlikely but said it’s too 

early to rule out a drought. 
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Key findings : 

 there is very limited chance of drought and there is a very limited chance of excess. It is going to distribute 

itself between either below normal or normal.  

 There is a significant chance of below normal rainfall also  

  

El Nino : 

 El Nino refers to the large-scale ocean-atmosphere climate interaction linked to a periodic warming 

in sea surface temperatures across the central and east-central Equatorial Pacific. 

 El Ninos occur every three to five years but may come as frequently as every two years or as rarely 

as every seven years. 

 Typically, El Nano occur more frequently than La Nina. 

 

Effects of El Nino : 

 The warmer waters in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean have important effects on the 

world's weather. 

 An El Niño creates stronger wind-shear and more-stable air over the Atlantic, which makes it harder 

for hurricanes to form. 

 However, the warmer-than-average ocean temperatures boost eastern Pacific hurricanes, contributing 

to more-active tropical storm seasons. 

 El Niño also affects precipitation in other areas 

 A strong El Nino results in reduction and uneven distribution of rainfall across the Indian sub-

continent. This is because the trade winds coming from South America which normally blow 

westward towards Asia during Southwest Monsoon gets weakened due to the warming of the Pacific 

Ocean. Therefore, moisture and heat content gets limited and this leads to poor rainfall in the region. 

 Temperatures in Australia and Southeast Asia run hotter than average.  

 El Niño-caused drought can be widespread, affecting southern Africa, India, Southeast Asia, 

Australia, the Pacific Islands and the Canadian prairies. 

 

                  Source :- The Hindu 

 

 


