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30 lakh reapply for inclusion in NRC 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - Population and associated Issue 

Context: 

 About 30 lakh of the 40.07 lakh people left out of the final draft of the updated National Register of 

Citizens (NRC) published five months ago have applied again for inclusion during the claims and 

objections round that ended on December 31 2018. 

More about the news: 

 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is being updated under the direct monitoring of Supreme Court. 

 The first draft was published during the intervening nights of December 31, 2017 and January 1, 2018 

containing 1.9 crore names. 

 The second and complete draft of NRC was released on July 30, 2018 that included the names of 2.9 

crore people out of the total applications of 3.29 crore. 

 The window for 40.07 lakh of the 3.29 crore applicants excluded from the complete draft was opened on 

September 25. 

 The Supreme Court had pushed the date to December 31, 2018 after the Assam government sought 

extension of the last date following demands for it by various local organisations. 
                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

LokSabha passes Citizenship Bill amidst Congress walkout 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - population and associated issues 

Context: 

 The LokSabha on 8 January passed the controversial Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2019 

Citizenship amendment bill: 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, as reported by Joint Parliamentary Committee, was passed in 

LokSabha. 

 The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 

Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, eligible for citizenship.   

Key Highlights of Joint Parliamentary committee Report: 

 The Committee states that the Bill does not violate Article 14 (the right to equality) and Article 25 (the 

right to freedom of religion). 

 The Bill states that the central government may cancel registration of Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs) 

if the OCI has violated any law in force.  

  The Committee recommends that the Bill should state that the registration for OCI may be cancelled if 

the OCI violates the Citizenship Act or other laws, as may be notified by the central government.   
Source:- The Hindu 

Include Chin refugees in Citizenship Bill: Chakma NGOs 
GS PAPER  - 01 SOCIETY - Population and associated issue 

Context: 

 The Chakma NGOs have submitted a memorandum to the Ministry of Home Affairs on Tuesday, 29 

January, asking the Government of India to further amend the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 in the 

forthcoming Budget Session.  

Memorandum by Chakma NGOs: 

 The memorandum by the eight Chakma NGOs was made on the basis of a January 2009 report by the 

U.S.-based Human Rights Watch.  

 The report, ‗The Chin People of Burma: Unsafe in Burma, Unprotected in India,‘ said there were an 

estimated 1,00,000 Chins in Mizoram, accounting for 20% of Myanmar‘s total Chin population. 

 Manipur, too, has an unspecified number of Chins, who are ethnically related to the majority Mizos of 

Mizoram and the Kuki-Zomi groups in Manipur. 
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Where is Chin State? 

 The Chin state is a mountainous region in west Myanmar, bordering India and Bangladesh. 

 
Who are chin people? 

 The Chins are one of the major ethnic groups in Myanmar, and are mostly Christians 

 

why did the chin people become refugees? 

 Chins, who are mostly Christians, have been fleeing their homeland following the attempt by the 

majority community in Myanmar to make Buddhism the state religion, reportedly leading to their 

persecution on religious grounds.  

 Many refugees have also fled complaining of arbitrary arrests, sexual assault and repression by security 

forces after the 1988 declaration of Martial Law. 

 

Status of chin peoples: 
● The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has decided to lift the refugee 

status over the Chins of Myanmar from August 1, 2018. 

● The UN refugee agency has said that the situation in the Chin State of Myanmar has become 

―stable and secure‖ for them to return home and, therefore, they don‘t need ―international 

protection‖. 

 

Chin‘s in India: 

 The exact number of Chins residing in India is contested.  

 While there are about 4,000 Chin refugees are registered with the UNHCR office in New Delhi and have 

been issued refugee cards, many are residing in the national capital without any UNHCR assistance. 

 Most Chins stay in the West Delhi colonies of Janakpuri, Vikaspuri, Sitapuri, Bindapur, Budhela etc. 

 About one lakh of them are said to have entered Mizoram over the years as it shares a 404 km border 

with the Chin State. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

ASI declared 6 Monuments of National Importance in 2018 
GS PAPER - 01 ART AND CULTURE - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 Archeological survey of India has declared 6 monuments has protected as national importance. 

 

Monuments of National Importance: 

 The ancient NeemranaBaori in Rajasthan's Alwar district;  

 The Group of Temples at RanipurJharail in Odisha's Bolangir district; 

 The Vishnu Temple in Kotali, Pithoragarh district, Uttarkhand,  

 The 125-year-old Old High Court Building in Nagpur, Maharashtra 

 And two Mughal-era monuments in Agra — Haveli of Agha Khan and HathiKhana 

 

More about the news: 

 In 2016 and 2017, no new monument was included in the list of sites of National Importance.  

 The last monument to be included in the list, in 2015, was the Vishnu Temple in Nadavayal in Kerala's 

Wayanad district. 
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 There were 3,686 centrally protected monuments/sites under the ASI in the country;  

 The number has now increased to 3,693. Uttar Pradesh (745 monuments/sites), Karnataka (506) and 

Tamil Nadu (413) have the highest number of ASI-maintained sites. 

 

How monuments are listed for National Importance? 

 According to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, an ―Ancient 

Monument means any structure, erection or monument, or any tumulus or place of interment, or any 

cave, rock-sculpture, inscription or monolith which is of historical, archaeological or artistic interest and 

which has been in existence for not less than 100 years." 
Source:- The Hindu 

A.P. unveils second largest rock art trove 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 Andhra Pradesh‘s second largest petroglyph site containing about 80 petroglyphs, has been discovered at 

MekalaBenchi, near Aspari, in Kurnool district. 

 

Petroglyphs in Andhra pradesh: 

 About 80 petroglyphs, has been discovered at MekalaBenchi, near Aspari, in Kurnool district.  

 These petroglyphs, or rock carvings, underscore Kurnool importance as a major site of Neolithic 

settlements in south India. 

 Kandanati, with 200 petroglyphs, is also in Kurnool district - carvings range from the prehistoric to the 

historic period. 

 While MekalaBenchi has rock carvings dating back from the Neolithic to the Megalithic period. 

 

Newly discovered: 

 Two boulders were discovered,  

 ‗BoodidaKonda‘ (ash-coloured hill)  

 unnamed granite hillock 

 These boulders  mostly have images of bulls or bull-riding, and human figures, an elephant, tiger-like 

animals and cupules. 

 Native bulls of western Kurnool are known for their ‗long horns‘, as depicted in the petroglyphs. 

 Settled village life and the finished stone axe are salient Neolithic features of communities settled on 

granitoid hills or levelled terraces on hillsides or on valley floors. 

 The researcher collected stone tools and potsherds from the site dating back to the Neolithic period (2900 

BCE-1000 BCE). 

 A polished and finished triangular axe, two other axes, a broken axe, rubbing stone, and potsherds were 

found.  

 Present-day Golla members use well-finished iron axes, akin to polished Neolithic stone axes. 

 Incidentally, the Gollas also use beautifully finished axes made of iron, which look very similar to the 

fine polished stone axes of the Neolithic era. 
                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

ASI finds 2,300-year-old artefacts in Odisha 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 The excavation of the Archaeological survey of India (ASI), Bhubaneswar region has unearthed signs of 

an urban civilisation contemporary to Mauryan period (322 -185 BC) at Asurgarh in Kalahandi district. 
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Asurgarh: 

 An ancient metropolis, Asurgarh is considered contemporaneous to Sisupalagarh, Ujjain, Ahichatra, 

Kosambi and other ancient Indian cities. 

 Asurgarh is famous for its excellent hydraulic technique and water management.  

 Though in 1973 the site was declared protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archeological Sites 

and Monuments Act, 1958, proper excavation and preservation of monuments are not being done. 

 

Asurgarh Fort: 

 The fort was planned in a rectangular pattern as per Kautalyan principles of ‗Durgabidhana‘ and ancient 

Indian geometrical formula.  

 Asurgarh fort consists of main fort and exterior fortification.  

 The main fortification spreads over 12 hectares and there was also an external fortification, which is now 

in ruins.  

 At present, the height and width of the fortified wall measure 11 m x 7.5 m and the encircled moat 

measures 36 m in width.  

 A stone barrage constructed over the Sandolriver in the north-west side of the fort to provide controlled 

water to the fortified area and the moat still exist.Asurgarh is famous for its excellent hydraulic technique 

and water management.  

 On the eastern side of the fort there is an extensive lake. 

 The fort had four wide gates in four cardinal directions and at each gate was installed one guardian deity.  

 These guardian deities are named as Ganga at the eastern gate, Kalapat at the western, Vaishnavi at the 

northern and Dokri at the southern gate. 

 The archaeological spade works revealed number of brick structures which included an apsidal brick 

structure with praise worthy brick sizes.  

 Wedge shaped bricks are also noticed in the circular structures.  

 Most of the structures are associated with terracotta tiles having groves and hole for socketing 

 

Housing: 

 The Asurgarh people during that time probably used stone rubbles and tile fragments for flooring their 

houses and the streets. 

 

Arti crafts: 

 Besides, silver punch marked coins, beads of carnelian, jasper, beryl, garnet, agate and coral have been 

found. 

 Glass bangle pieces of different designs and colours, sling balls, pestle, silver and copper toe ring and ear 

rings 

 Iron equipment like small wheel, ring, and arrow head.  

 

Key findings: 

 These findings suggest the habitants were living in an urban settlement and had a materialist life style. 

 The material culture in the form beads and bangle in different shapes and colour shows the artistic talent 

of the natives of that time.  

 The findings of coral beads and imperial variety of silver punch mark coins strongly indicates about long 

distant trade and association of hinterland people with seafaring people. 

 The construction of the ancient fort also indicated about the architectural skills of the people of that 

period. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu                            
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Soon, you can see how the Harappans looked 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 A team led by Prof. VasantShinde, was recreating the faces of five skeletal remains and the results would 

be available within the next two months, soon after the publication of the paper in a journal after its 

review by experts. 

 The archaeologist, who along with his 25-member team — comprising experts from different fields — 

had excavated the site from 2012-16, said they had dug up cemeteries in a targeted excavation to find 

about 40 human remains. 

 

Where did the Harappans come from? 

 Dr.shinde said, the findings from excavation have now largely substantiated that the Harappans were 

locals 

 explaining that the excavation hinted at the gradual evolution of the Harappans proving that they were 

locals. 

 The structural activity, pottery, jewellery and other crafts seem to have evolved gradually. They did not 

immediately start with town and villages but started with circular structures to evolve to rectangular ones 

and then arranged them in a pattern in the third stage before setting up cities in the fourth stage. It 

substantiates the hypothesis that they were locals and did not come from outside, contrary to the view 

held by some scholars. 

 Dr. Shinde Further added that, thatHarappans, credited with several present day traditions such as the 

folded hands greeting or namaste, chicken tandoor, use of the bindiand yoga, also seemed to have started 

the marriage system. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

‗A.P. Buddhist remains date back to Satavahana period‘ 

GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 Buddhist remains of a circular sthupa and pillared pavilion (silamandapa) of third century were found at 

Kondaveedu Fort. 

 

Significance of findings: 

 Historians and archaeologists had held that human movement on Kondaveedu came only after the Reddy 

kings of the 14th century moved their capital to the hilltop located in dense forest. discovery points that 

the Buddhists moved around the hilltop almost 2000 years back. 

 One small fragment of Brahmi Inscription was found in the stupa remains. Based on this inscriptional 

evidence, it emphasises that Buddhism existed on Kondaveedu fort from Satavahana period.  

 

More about the Stupa - Kondaveedu Fort: 

 The stupa structure measuring 12.5 ft in diameter, 4.5 ft in height consisting of layers of well-dressed 

Palnadu lime stone which the Buddhists preferred. 

 The bottom-most layer was carved with lotus flower design representing the mature phase of typical 

Amaravati School of Art as seen at the pedestal of the world famous Nagarjunakonda Buddha image, 

giving clue to conclude that the stupa was built during the Ikshvaku period. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 
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Scientists unearth Asia's first fossil Dioscorea yam leaf 

GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - geographical features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and 

fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Context: 

 When scientists R. C. Mehrotra and Anumeha Shukla from Lucknow‘sBirbalSahni Institute of 

Palaeosciences were leading a dig in the Eocene-era (38-56 million years ago) Gurha lignite mine in 

Bikaner in western Rajasthan, they obtained two well-preserved fossils of large leaves. 

 

Key findings of the study: 

 A quaint fossilised leaf is one of the most recent finds throwing light on India‘s past. The leaf fossil is 

the first of Dioscorea yams from Asia and hints at a Gondwanan origin to these plants, claim scientists. 

 Referring to herbarium sheets available at Dehradun‘s Forest Research Institute, the team identified it as 

a species of Dioscorea, a kind of yam that grows as an herbaceous vine in the humid tropics of India and 

other countries. 

 They also used the morphological features of the leaves — venation and leaf shape — to rule out other 

plants that look very similar to it. When they compared it to the other Dioscorea fossils obtained from 

Europe, Africa and America, they found it to be very distinct. 

 The team named their new find Dioscoreaeocenicus: the first ever Dioscorea fossil recorded from Asia. 

Currently, species of Dioscorea in India are found in the humid, tropical forests of the country. 

 Based on this, the team infer that such tropical forests must have flourished in this part of Rajasthan 

during early Eocene. Other fossil plants observed in the mine also suggest this historical climate in the 

area, which is now dry and consists of desert vegetation. 

 

What caused such a drastic change in climate? 

 As the Indian subcontinent broke away from the supercontinent Gondwanaland many millions of years 

ago and drifted towards the Equator, the resulting tropical weather created lush tropical forests here. 

 As the landmass moved further north and away from the equator, dry vegetation replaced these forests 
Source:- The Hindu 

What exactly is a polar vortex? 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including 

water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Context: 

 Weather experts are predicting an extremely cold January and February for the northeastern United 

States, much of northern Europe and parts of Asia. The reason being given is the polar vortex. 

 In this decade, the polar vortex has also been blamed on extremely cold weather in the United States in 

2014 and the infamous ‗Beast from the East‘, the blast of cold weather that blew from Siberia towards 

western Europe and the UK in February and March of 2018. 

 

What exactly is a polar vortex? 

 The polar vortex is not a recent phenomenon. It has been tormenting the Earth‘s northern regions for 

well over four billion years. 

 It is described as a whirling cone of low pressure over the poles that is strongest in the winter months 

due to the increased temperature contrast between the polar regions and the mid-latitudes, such 

as the US and Europe. 

 The polar vortex spins in the stratosphere, a layer of the atmosphere 10-48 km above the ground and 

above the troposphere, where most familiar weather patterns develop. 

 Usually, when the vortex is strongest, cold air is less-likely to plunge deep into North America 

or Europe. In other words, it forms a wall that protects the mid-latitudes from cold Arctic air. 

 But occasionally, the polar vortex is disrupted and weakens, due to wave energy propagating 

upward from the lower atmosphere. 
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 The warming weakens the polar vortex, shifting its location somewhat south of the pole or, in some 

instances, ‗splitting‘ the vortex up into ‗sister vortices‘. 

 

Effects: 

 The split higher up in the atmosphere can give rise to both, sudden and delayed effects, much of which 

involves declining temperatures and extreme winter weather in the eastern US along with northern and 

western Europe. 

 A sudden stratospheric warming also leads to a warm Arctic not only in the stratosphere but also in the 

troposphere as well. A warmer Arctic, in turn, favours more severe winter weather in the Northern 

Hemisphere mid-latitudes including the eastern US. 
Source:- Down To Earth 

 

Did an asteroid hit south India millions of years ago? 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY  - Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc 

Context: 

 Research by two scientists - published their findings in the Journal of the Geological Society of 

India; The paper hints at asteroid strike 800 million to 550 million years ago, creating a crater. 

 The researcher have named the area ‗Kaveri Crater‘, possibly the fourth largest in the world. 

 

Kaveri Carter: 

 

  
 The Kaveri Crater is between Nilgiris and Kodaikanal.  

 Both the Palghat Gap (a mountain pass) and Dhimbam Ghats are a part of the Kaveri Crater, with 

the geological evidence stretching up to Belakavadi and Shivanasamudra in Karnataka. 

 The coordinates are 10º20‘ to 11º30‘N latitude and 76º50‘ to 78ºE longitude, and the centre of the 

crater is close to 11ºN and 77º30‘E. 

 The crater has a diameter of 120 km. 

 

Key Findings : 

 The asteroid hit may have taken place 800 million to 550 million years ago.  

 Unlike the impact event that led to the extinction of the dinosaurs about 65 million years ago, this 

one took place when there were very primitive life forms.  

 Based on crater size and impact angle, the geologists conclude that the extra-terrestrial object was at 

least five km in diameter.  

 Unlike smaller craters, Kaveri Crater can be visualised only through satellite images. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 
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India up one place on Global Talent Competitiveness Ranking at 80th: Survey  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 At 80th rank, India moves up one position on the Global Talent Competitive Index (GTCI) 2019, 

according to a report released by INSEAD business school in partnership with Tata Communications and 

Adecco Group. 

Global talent Competitive Index: 

 The survey measures how countries and cities grow, attract and retain talent, ranking 125 countries and 

114 cities across all groups of income and levels of development. 

 Switzerland maintains its number 1 position, followed by Singapore and the United States. 

 China is the best performer among BRICS countries, while India remains the laggard of this 

grouping. 

 European countries continue to dominate the GTCI rankings, with 15 of them in the top 25. 

 Latin America often leads in producing female graduates (Argentina ranks 5th on that variable). 

 Efforts in education (compared to GDP per capita) are high in Africa. 

 The talent gap between higher and lower-income countries has increased over the last five years. 

 This year‘s edition also revealed that the top ten countries have several key characteristics in common 

and share one major feature: they all have a well-developed educational system providing the social and 

collaboration skills needed for employability in today‘s labour market. 

India‘s Stand: 

 India performed better than its lower-income peers when it comes to growing talent (48th) and access to 

growth opportunities (41st).  

 India‘s biggest challenge is to improve its ability to attract (95)and retain talent (96). 

 There is a need to address its poor level of Internal Openness (116th) -- in particular with respect to weak 

gender equality and low tolerance towards minorities and immigrants and its disappointing showing in 

lifestyle (112th) indicators   
                                                                                                                                                       Source:- Economic Times 

Anapp to cure your mobile addiction 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Doctors at the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) have come up 

with a mobile app that helps people reduce their mobile usage. 

 The Service for Healthy Use of Technology (SHUT) clinic has developed a Digital Detox app 

 

Digital Detox by SHUT Clinic: 

 The app has been found to be effective in bringing about behavioural changes among users. 

 It tracks user pattern of mobile usage every week and offers self-help strategies. 

 The app asks users to specify their addiction-related symptoms, such as sleep disturbance, eye strain, 

loneliness, boredom, or excess Facebook usage. 

 It asks users if their mobile usage affects their academics, work or interpersonal relationships, and has a 

feature where you also have the option of sharing your progress with friends. 

 

Pilot Test: 

 A pilot test of the app was done between September 2017 and September 2018 among 240 college 

students aged 18-25.  

 The study found that 75.6% of the app‘s users changed their mobile use pattern and showed significant 

reduction in the time spent on technology. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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LS passes medical council Bill 
GS PAPER- 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha on 31 December 2018. 

 The Bill seeks to amend the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

 The Bill seeks to replace an ordinance issued in September 2018. 

 

Key features of the Bill: 

 The 1956 Act provides for supersession of the MCI and its reconstitution within a period of three years. 

The Bill amends this provision to provide for the supersession of the MCI for a period of one year.  

 In the interim period, the central government will constitute a Board of Governors, which will exercise 

the powers of the MCI.  

 The Bill amends this provision to allow for eminent administrators to be selected in the Board. 

 Further, the Bill provides for the Board of Governors to be assisted by a Secretary-General appointed by 

the central government. 

 

Background: 

 The Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Bill, 2018 was introduced in Lok Sabha by Mr. Jagat Prakash 

Nadda, Minister of Health and Family Welfare on December 14, 2018.  

 

Additional Information: 

 A separate Bill- National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill 2017 thatseeks to replace the MCI with the 

National Medical Commission is pending in Parliament. 

 The government has been pushing the NMC Bill amid resistance from Indian Medical Association 

(IMA) and other sections. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Bill to allow voluntary use of Aadhaar ID introduced 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Minister of Law and Justice, and Electronics and Information Technology, Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad, 

introduced Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill 2018 to modify the existing laws in tune with 

the judgment of the Supreme Court in Puttaswamy case. 

 

Aadhaar and Other Laws(Amendment) Bill 2018: 

 The Bill amends the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and 

Services) Act, 2016, the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, and the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 

2002. 

 The Bill seeks to amend the Aadhaar Act 2016 to permit the enrolment of children to the scheme with 

the consent of their parents or guardian. 

 It also contains a provision enabling the children to seek cancellation of their Aadhaar number on 

attaining majority.  

 The Bill also clarifies that no child should be denied any benefit or subsidy for want of Aadhaar. 

 It also provides for voluntary use of Aadhaar for taking mobile connections and opening bank accounts. 

 

Key features of the Bill: 
1. Offline verification of Aadhaar number holder: 

 As per the present Act, Aadhaar number without electronic authentication cannot be used to verify 

identity. 
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 The Bill permits offline verification of Aadhaar number for identification purposes. without 

authentication, through modes specified by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) by 

regulations. 

 Offline verification means use of Aadhaar number to establish identity without authentication using 

biometric data or other electronic means. 

 During offline verification, the agency must (i) obtain the consent of the individual, (ii) inform them of 

alternatives to sharing information, and (iii) not collect, use or store Aadhaar number or biometric 

information. 

 

2. Virtual ID : 

 The Bill changes definition of 'aadhaar number' to include 'virtual ID', in addition to the 12 digit number.  

 The Virtual ID enables one to authenticate identity without providing aadhaar number. 

 

 

3. High Court judge can order disclosure : 

 The authority who can issue orders to disclose Aadhaar information is proposed to be changed as 'High 

Court judge' from 'District Judge' as per Section 33(1). 

 

4. Right of hearing before disclosure order : 

a.The Bill states that the holder of the Aadhar number should be heard before issuing such order. 

b.The SC had read down Section 33(1) to include right of hearing for the Aadhaar number-holder. 

 

5. Secretary authorised to order disclosure in the interest of national security: 

a.The authority competent to issue orders of disclosure of Aadhaar information in the interests of national 

security is proposed to be changed as "Secretary" from "Joint Secretary" as per Section 33(2).  

b.The SC had held that an officer above the rank of Joint Secretary should be taking such decisions. 

 

6. No denial of services due to authentication failure: 

a.The Bill clarifies that failure in authentication of Aadhaar number due to old-age, sickness, or technical reasons 

should not result in denial of any service, benefit or subsidy.  

b.It states that alternate means to verify identity should be used in such cases. 

 

7. Civil penalties: 

a. The Bill proposes a new chapter specifying civil penalties for collection, use and disclosure of Aadhaar 

information in contravention with the violation of the provisions of the Act.  

b. The maximum penalty proposed is Rs. 1 crore. 

 

8. TDSAT & SC as appellate authorities: 

a. The  Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) is made the appellate authority for 

considering challenge against imposition of civil penalties.  

b. An appeal provision to the Supreme Court is contained in the Bill, against the orders of TDSAT. 

 

9. Cognizance can be taken on complaint of holder of Aadhaar number: 

 Section 47 is sought to be amended to enable the Court to take cognizance on the complaint made by the 

holder of Aadhaar number, who is the victim of offences committed under the Act. As per the existing 

Act, cognizance can be taken only on a complaint by UIDAI. 

 

10. Omission of Section 57: 

a. Section 57 of the Act permitted private entities to use Aadhaar number for authenticating identity before 

disbursement of services.  

b. The provision was struck down by the Supreme Court. The Bill proposes to omit the Section. 
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11. Use of Aadhaar by telecom service providers 

 The Bill proposes to amend Indian Telegraph Act 1855 to provide for voluntary use of Aadhaar number 

for identity verification.  

 The telecom companies, which provide services as licensees under the Telegprah Act, are authorised to 

use Aadhaar number for verification of identity.  

 Offline verification using Aadhaar is also permitted. 

 However, the Bill does not say that Aadhaar has to be compulsorily used for verification.  

 Aadhaar, including its offline verification method, is specified as one of the means of identity 

verification.  

 It may be noted that the the circular issued by the Department of Telecommunications on March 23,2017 

mandating compulsory linkage of mobile numbers with Aaddhar was struck down by the SC on the 

ground that the circular had no statutory backing.The Bill seeks to fill up that void. 

 

12. Bank accounts and Aadhaar : 

 The Bill proposes amendment to the Prevention of Money Laundering Act to permit voluntary use of 

Aadhaar for identity verification by banks before opening bank accounts. 

 The PMLA(Maintenance of Records)(Second Amendment) Rules brought by the Government in 2017 

mandating the linking of bank accounts with Aadhaar was also struck down by the SC. 

 

Opposition Argument: 

 The Proposed Bill unlawfully delegated too much authority to the executive. 

 The proposed amendments infringe the Supreme Court judgement. 
Source:- The Hindu 

Aadhaar and driving licence may be linked 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

● Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on January 6 announced that the government would soon 

make it mandatory to link driving licence with Aadhaar card. 

● Prasad said a law will soon be introduced for mandatory linking of Aadhaar card and driving 

licence 

 

Key reasons behind Linking Aadhaar With Driving license: 
Avoiding duplication: 

 To link driving licence with Aadhaar card is to crack down on illegal duplication of licences. 

● At present, it is easy to get duplicate licences by approaching different Regional Transport Offices 

(RTO). This is a reason of concern for the government as many people misuse the document. 
 Better identification: 

 The government claims that the move will help immensely in identifying licence holders. 

 For instance, a person guilty of committing an accident often flees the scene and get another duplicate 

licence. However, linking Aadhaar with driving licence will allow easy identification in such cases. 

 The moment one goes to opt a duplicate licence, the system will clearly inform authorities to not issue 

another driving licence to the person. 

 Payment of fines: 

 Aadhaar linked to driving licence will also ensure that people pay fines that have been issued. 

 As of now, many people either void paying the penalties for long durations or just get a new licence made if 

the fine amount is too high.  

 Linking of Aadhaar with driving licence will also help in solving such instances. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Aadhaar is now passport to Nepal and Bhutan 

GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Aadhaar cards are now valid travel documents for Indians under 15 and over 65 travelling to Nepal and 

Bhutan, according to a home ministry communique. 

 

More about Travel Document Norms: 

 Indians between the age bracket of 15 and 65 are now eligible to travel Bhutan and Nepal without Visa. 

 Earlier, persons over 65 and under 15 could show their PAN card, driving licence, Central Government 

Health Service (CGHS) card or ration card, but not the Aadhaar. 

 Also certificate of registration issued by the Embassy of India, Kathmandu, to Indian nationals is not an 

acceptable travel document for travelling between India and Nepal. 

 However, the emergency certificate and identity certificate issued by the Indian Embassy in Nepal will 

be valid for single journey for travelling back to India 

 Teens between 15 to 18 years will be allowed to travel between India and Nepal on the basis of an 

identity certificate issued by the principal of their school. 

 It is important to note that Indians other than those under 15 and above 65 years will not be able to use 

Aadhaar to travel to Nepal and Bhutan. 
                                                                                                                                          Source:- Hindu Business Line 

 

New panel to protect Assam‘s heritage 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Centre decided to set up a high-level committee to recommend how to provide constitutional, 

legislative and administrative safeguards to the indigenous people of Assam, including by reserving seats 

in the state Assembly. 

 The decision has been taken at a meeting of the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. 

 

Role of High level committee: 

 The Union cabinet, approved the setting up of a high-level committee to suggest constitutional, 

legislative and administrative safeguards as envisaged in Clause 6 of the Assam Accord.  

 The committee shall examine the effectiveness of actions since 1985 to implement Clause 6 of the 

Assam Accord. 

 The panel will also assess the requirement of measures to be taken to protect Assamese and other 

indigenous languages of the state, quantum of reservation in employment under the government of 

Assam and other measures to protect, preserve and promote cultural, social, linguistic identity and 

heritage of Assamese people. 

 The committee will hold discussions with all stakeholders and assess the required quantum of reservation 

of seats in Assam legislative assembly and local bodies for Assamese people. 

 The home minister said the terms of reference and composition of the committee will be announced 

within the next few days. 

 

Significance: 

 It is expected that the setting up of the committee will pave the way for the implementation of the Assam 

Accord in letter and spirit and will help fulfil long standing expectations of the Assamese people 
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Assam Accord: 

 The Assam Accord (1985) was a Memorandum of Settlement (MoS) signed between representatives of 

the Government of India and the leaders of the Assam Movement in New Delhi on 15 August 1985. 

 The accord brought an end to the Assam Agitation and paved the way for the leaders of the agitation to 

form a political party and form a government in the state of Assam soon after. 

 As per the Accord, those Bangladeshis who came between 1966 and 1971 will be barred from voting for 

ten years. The Accord also mentions that the international borders will be sealed and all persons who 

crossed over from Bangladesh after 1971 are to be deported. 

 Though the accord brought an end to the agitation, some of the key clauses are yet to be implemented, 

which has kept some of the issues festering. 

 

More about the news: 

 The Cabinet also approved measures to fulfil the outstanding demands of the Bodo community, which is 

the largest of the 34 tribes in Assam.  

 The Bodo Accord was signed in 2003, resulting in the establishment of a Bodoland Territorial Council. 

With the signing, the Bodo Liberation Tigers surrendered their weapons. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Plan to have specific names on Arunachal ST list cleared 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the Home Ministry‘s proposal to replace the generic term 

‗Any Naga tribes‘ with the specific names of the tribes that would qualify for recognition as Scheduled 

Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Changes made in list of Scheduled Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh are: 

 Deletion of Abor – Removal of duplication 

 Replace Khampti – There is no tribe called ‗Khampti‘ 

 Inclusion of Mishmi-Kaman, Idu and Taraon – Existing entry is only of ‗Mishmi‘. 

 Inclusion of Monpa, Memba, Sartang, Wancho – Existing entry is of ‗Any Naga Tribes‘.  These are 

reportedly the only Naga tribes in the State. 

 Inclusion of Nocte, Tangsa, Tutsa, Wancho 

 

More about the news: 

 After the Bill becomes an Act, member of the communities newly listed in the revised list of Scheduled 

Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh will also be able to derive benefits meant for STs under the existing 

schemes of the Government. 

 Some of the major schemes of this kind include Post Matric Scholarship, National Overseas Scholarship, 

National Fellowship, Top Class Education, Concessional Loans from National Scheduled Tribes Finance 

and Development Corporation, Hostels for ST boys and girls etc. 

 They will also be entitled to benefits of reservation in services and admission to educational institutions as 

per Government policy. 
                                                                                                                                                                             Source:- PIB 

 

Cabinet decides to strengthen northeast autonomous councils 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Union cabinet on Wednesday approved an amendment to Article 280 and the Sixth Schedule of the 

Constitution to increase autonomy, financial resources and powers of the autonomous district councils in 

Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura. 
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 A Bill in this regard is expected to be introduced in the upcoming session of Parliament, a Home Ministry 

official said. 

More about the news: 

 The amendment will ensure 30% reservation for women in village and municipal councils in Assam, Mizoram 

and Tripura 

 The centre also decided that ―the finance commission constituted by the Union government will be 

specifically mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to the 10 autonomous district councils, 

as well as the village and municipal councils, in the sixth schedule areas." 

 The most important part of these amendments is that these will significantly improve the financial resources 

and powers of the autonomous districts councils in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura, fulfilling 

longstanding aspirations of the tribal population in these Northeastern states 

 This will be a game changer, as it will substantially enhance the funds available to these local government 

institutions for undertaking development works in these tribal areas 

 The proposed amendments provide for elected village municipal councils.  

 The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social justice, 

including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor irrigation, 

water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and social forestry. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

Boost to plain packaging [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Context: 

 Thailand and Saudi Arabia will join a growing club of nations introducing plain packaging of tobacco 

products. 

 Both countries are the first in the Asian and Arab regions, respectively, to adopt the tough measure in 

order to curb tobacco consumption. 

 

Plain packaging: 

 It is also known as generic, neutral, standardised or homogeneous packaging.  

 This requires that packaging has a uniform plain color and texture; mandates standard shape, size and 

materials of packs;  

 It prohibits any branding, logos or other promotional elements on, inside or attached to the packaging or 

on individual products. 

 World Trade Organisation (WTO), in June 2018, has recommended the plain packaging. 

 

SIgnificance of Plain packaging: 

 Plain packaging standardizes the appearance of tobacco products. 

 Other than brand and product names displayed in a standard color and font style, it prohibits the use of 

logos, colors, brand images or promotional information. 

 Besides increasing the effectiveness of health warnings, it reduces the attractiveness of tobacco products, 

with no scope for using packaging to advertise and promote consumption.  

 Along with higher taxes and large pictorial warnings, plain packaging can serve as a tool to deter new 

users and prompt existing users to quit 

 

Plain packaging system- World: 

 In December 2012, Australia became the first country to introduce plain packaging following the WHO 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) guidelines 

 It has also been implemented in France and the United Kingdom (both 2016) 

 Norway and Ireland (both 2017) and New Zealand and Hungary (both 2018). 
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 It will be implemented in Uruguay (2019) and Slovenia (2020). The move is under process or being 

considered in 14 more countries. 

 

Impacts of Plain packaging: 

 Plain packaging along with other measures led to 0.55 percentage point reduction in smoking prevalence 

in Australia. 

 

 

 

 

Packaging Standards in India: 

 In April 2016, India increased the size of graphic pictorial warnings, by 85%, on the packaging of 

tobacco products (both front and back). 

 According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey 2016-2017, the percentage of users in India who thought 

of quitting because of such warning labels increased sharply to 62% (cigarette), 54% (bidi) and 46% 

(smokeless tobacco users), when compared with the survey results of 2009-2010. 

 Likewise, tobacco use among those aged 15-24 years showed a six-percentage point reduction (18.4% in 

2009-10 to 12.4% in 2016-17). 

 The number of tobacco users dropped by eight million. 

 

Conclusion: 

 In India, tobacco is the cause of about one million deaths annually. The higher taxes and large 

pictorial warnings, plain packaging can serve as a tool to deter new users and prompt existing users to 

quit. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

Trade Unions Act to be amended 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved Amendment to the 

Trade Unions Act, 1926 to make provisions regarding Recognition of Trade Unions. 

 

Key features of the Proposed Bill: 

 The proposed Bill will ensure that the nomination of workers‘ representatives in tripartite bodies by the 

government will become more transparent 

 Trade Unions so recognized would be accountable in maintaining industrial harmony.   

 Recognition of Trade Unions at Central/State level would reduce duplicacy of such exercise by different 

departments.  

 Recognized Trade Unions may be assigned specific roles at Central or State level. 

 

Benefits: 

 Recognition of Trade Unions at Central and State level; 

 Ensure true representation of workers in the tripartite bodies; 

 Check on the arbitrary nomination of workers‘ representatives by the Government 

 Reduce litigations and industrial unrest. 

 

Concern raised by Trade unions: 

 Most trade unions, however, vehemently opposed the proposed amendments, saying the government was 

trying to interfere in, and cripple, their functioning. 

 The Centre proposes to grant statutory recognition to TUs by amending the Trade Unions Act, 1926 (TU 

Act), so that other central and state ministries take them seriously. 
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 The amendment provides that in the event of any dispute over recognition by the Central or the State 

governments, it will be decided by an authority, and by means provided by the appropriate government. 

 The government has malafide intentions to meddle with the laid down procedures for recognition of 

trade unions at state and central level.  

 Through this amendment they actually want rights of government in the state and central level to 

interfere into the independent functioning of the trade unions. 

 All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) statement said, is regressive and would take us to British era 

position. We fought during British rule in India to get Trade Union Act 1926 and later on, improvements 

in that. But, this government is camouflaging and actually wanting to promote their tout and pocket 

unions by dismantling the laid down procedures. 
Source:- PIB 

 

National Health Authority gets Cabinet nod 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the re-structuring of existing National Health Agency as 

National Health Authority for better implementation of Pradhan Mantri - Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY). 

 With this approval, the existing society 'National Health Agency' has been dissolved and will be replaced 

by National Health Authority as an attached office to Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

 The existing decision-making structure has been replaced with the governing board chaired by the 

Minister of Health & Family Welfare. 

 

National Health Authority: 

 The creation of the National Health Authority will lead to faster decision-making and more 

accountability and efficiency to ensure availability of quality services to beneficiary families through 

strategic purchase of healthcare services, and increase in private sector investment in healthcare 

 The National Health Authority shall have full autonomy, accountability and the mandate to implement 

Pradhan Mantri – Jan Arogya Yojana through an efficient, effective and transparent decision-making 

process. 

 The NHA‘s governing board will be chaired by the Minister for Health and Family Welfare, while its 

members will include NITI Aayog CEO and NHA CEO 

 The ministry‘s role will now be limited to acting as the nodal ministry for NHA in parliamentary matters, 

like the presentation of annual reports. 

 

Significance: 

 It will ensure effective implementation of PM-JAY as it will align the accountability with responsibility. 

 Faster decision-making will be done, as the multi-layered structure has been simplified and the role of 

the Authority has been clarified. 

 Availability of quality services will be there as the Authority will be able to specify treatment protocols 

and enforce their compliance. 

 Reduction in leakages as the Authority will have stronger mandate to prevent, detect and control frauds 

and abuse and redress grievances 
                                                                                                                                            Source:- Business Standard 

 

Cabinet approves continuation of Rastriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram scheme 

for the period 2017-18 to 2019-2020. 
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Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram scheme: 

 The Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme is an ongoing Central Sector Scheme of the 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and has been continuing since 12th Five Year Plan.  

 The Scheme aims to develop the personality and leadership qualities of the youth and to engage 

them in nation building activities. 

 The Scheme beneficiaries are the youth in the age-group of 15-29 years, in line with the definition of 

'youth' in the National Youth Policy, 2014.  

 In case of programme components specifically meant for the adolescents, the age-group is 10-19 years. 

 During 12th FYP period, in rationalization exercise undertaken in consultation with Ministry of Finance 

and NITI Aayog, the eight schemes were brought under the umbrella scheme of Rashtriya Yuva 

Sashaktikaran Karyakram as sub-schemes. 

 Eight sub-schemes under Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram: 

 Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan(NYKS); 

 National Youth Corps (NYC); 

 National Programme for Youth & Adolescent Development (NPYAD); 

 International Cooperation; 

 Youth Hostels (YH); 

 Assistance to Scouting & Guiding Organizations; 

 National Discipline Scheme (NDS); and 

 National Young Leaders Programme (NYLP). 
Source:- PIB 

 

Mixed response to ST status to 6 Assam groups 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal on Tuesday welcomed the Union Cabinet‘s nod for granting 

Scheduled Tribe status to six communities listed as Other Backward Classes in Assam. 

 

More about the news: 

 six communities – Chutia, Motok, Moran, Koch-Rajbongshi, Tai-Ahom and Tea Tribes/Adivasis -– have been 

agitating for a long time demanding ST status. 

 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that a draft Bill, adopted by the Union Cabinet, would be tabled in 

Parliament 

  

Schedule Tribe: 

 A tribe is a social division in a traditional society consisting of families linked by social, 

economic, religious, or blood ties, with a common culture and dialect.  

 A tribe possesses certain qualities and characteristics that make it a unique cultural, social, 

and political entity. 

 Constitution of India has recognized tribal communities in India under ‗Schedule 5‘ of the 

constitution. Hence the tribes recognized by the Constitution are known as ‗Scheduled 

Tribes‘. 

 The Constitution of India in Article 366 (25) prescribe that the Scheduled Tribes means 

such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 of the Constitution to be 

Scheduled Tribes. 

 

Criteria for specification of a community as a Scheduled Tribe: 

 While the Constitution is silent about the criteria for specification of a community as a 

Scheduled Tribe. 
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 Primitiveness,  

 geographical isolation,  

 shyness and social, educational & economic backwardness  

 Distinctive culture 

 Due to these reasons are the traits that distinguish Scheduled Tribe communities of our 

country from other communities. 

 It takes into account the definitions of tribal Communities adopted in the 1931 Census.  

 These facts are the basis for the provision in Article 342(1) which mandates to specify the 

tribes or tribal communities or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities as 

Scheduled Tribe in relation to that State or Union Territory as the case may be. 

                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

Lokpal search panel formed, govt. tells Supreme Court 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court Friday directed the Centre to place on affidavit steps taken till date for Lokpal 

appointment and expressed its displeasure over the tardy progress made in this regard. 

 

Background: 

 The SC had on July 24 expressed displeasure over the Centre‘s affidavit on appointment of Lokpal after 

it found that the document didn‘t give any timeframe for it. 

 The apex court was also told that the selection committee members comprising Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, then chief justice of India Dipak Misra, Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 

and eminent jurist Mukul Rohatgi  

 The top court on July 24 last year was told that the selection panel also took note that the search 

committee is to comprise a minimum of seven people, including chairperson, with experience in anti-

corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, policy making, finance including insurance and 

banking, law and management, etc 

 The Centre on September 27, 2018 had constituted an eight-member search committee headed by former 

Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai to recommend the names to the selection panel for 

appointment of Lokpal. 

 

SC Verdict: 

 A bench comprising Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice S K Kaul asked Attorney General K K 

Venugopal to file the affidavit on the measures taken since the last order of September 2018. 

 The bench also said, you have to ensure on affidavit the steps taken on the issue of setting up of a search 

committee for the Lokpal. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NGT stays Notification on Groundwater 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The NGT has asked the Centre not to give effect to its December notification on groundwater extraction 

as it has "serious shortcomings", and directed it to set up an expert panel for formulation of a policy on 

conservation of the natural resource. 

 

More about the news: 

 The bench said, Ministry of Water Resources' (MoWR) in December 12, 2018 notification pertaining to 

groundwater extraction may not be given effect to in view of serious shortcomings" so that an 

appropriate mechanism can be introduced consistent with the needs of environment. 
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 The bench noted that, There is no check on injection of pollutants in the ground water in the impugned 

notification. There is no provision with regard to check on water quality and its remediation, if there is 

contamination. 

 

Expert panel: 

 The National Green Tribunal has directed the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) to set up an expert panel. 

 Bench added that, expert panel also  includes representatives from IIT, IIM, CPCB and NITI Aayog to 

examine the issue of forming appropriate policy for conservation of ground water in the country. 

 

Functions of the Panel: 

 The panel will examine the issue of appropriate policy for conservation of ground water with a 

robust institutional mechanism for surveillance and monitoring to enhance access to groundwater for 

drinking purposes in OCS areas through replenishment practices which can be properly accounted 

and measured for. 

 

Issue : 

 There was large scale extraction of ground water by various construction companies and directions 

relating to water harvesting were not complied with. No measures were properly adopted to stop the 

fast depleting ground water levels. 

 The NGT said, The provisions of the ministry's notification show that drawal of groundwater has 

been, for all practical purposes, made unregulated in all areas including the OCS areas. 

 The so called regulation is illusory. The so called conditions are incapable of meaningful monitoring, 

as shown by past experience also. 

 The water conservation fee virtually gives licence to harness ground water to any extent even in OCS 

areas. There is no institutional mechanism to monitor removal and replenishment of ground water. 

Delegation provision is virtual abdication of authority 

 The tribunal added that there was no check on injection of pollutants in the ground water in the 

notification and there is no provision with regard to check on water quality and its remediation, if 

there is contamination. 

 The bench said it was satisfied that the notification tested on the precautionary principle, sustainable 

development and inter-generational equity principles was unsustainable in law. 

 "... instead of conservation of ground water which is necessary for providing access to drinking water 

in OCS areas, as well also other needs of environment, including sustenance of rivers and other water 

bodies, it will result in fast depletion of groundwater and damage to water bodies and will be 

destructive of the fundamental right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution," it said. 

 

Guidelines for ground water extraction:  

 Central Ground Water Authority, Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 

on 12
th
 December 2018 notified revised guidelines for ground water extraction vide notification S.O. No. 6140 

(E), which will be effective from 1
st
 June 2019. The revised guidelines aim to ensure a more robust ground 

water regulatory mechanism in the country.  

 One of the important features of the revised guidelines is the introduction of the concept of Water 

Conservation Fee (WCF). The WCF payable varies with the category of the area, type of industry and the 

quantum of ground water extraction and is designed to progressively increase from safe to over-exploited 

areas and from low to high water consuming industries as well as with increasing quantum of ground water 

extraction. Through this design, the high rates of WCF are expected to discourage setting up of new industries 

in over-exploited and critical areas as well as act as a deterrent to large scale ground water extraction by 

industries, especially in over-exploited and critical areas. The WCF would also compel industries to adopt 

measures relating to water use efficiency and discourage the growth of packaged drinking water units, 

particularly in over-exploited and critical areas. 
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 Other salient features of the revised guidelines include encouraging use of recycled and treated sewage water 

by industries, provision of action against polluting industries, mandatory requirement of digital flow meters, 

piezometers and digital water level recorders (with or without telemetry depending upon quantum of 

extraction), mandatory water audit by industries abstracting ground water 500 m
3
/day or more in safe and 

semi-critical and 200 m
3
/day or more in critical and over-exploited assessment units, mandatory roof top rain 

water harvesting except for specified industries and measures to be adopted to ensure prevention of ground 

water contamination in premises of polluting industries/ projects. 

 As per the revised guidelines, exemption from requirement of NOC has been given to agricultural users, users 

employing non-energised means to extract water, individual households (using less than 1 inch diameter 

delivery pipe) and Armed Forces Establishments during operational deployment or during mobilization in 

forward locations. Other exemptions (with certain requirements) have been granted to strategic and 

operational infrastructure projects for Armed Forces, Defence and Paramilitary Forces Establishments and 

Government water supply agencies. 

 Ground water extraction in India is primarily for irrigation in agricultural activities, accounting for 

nearly 228 BCM (Billion Cubic Meter), which amounts to 90% of the annual ground water extraction. 

The remaining 10% of extraction (25 BCM) is for drinking & domestic as well as industrial 

uses.Industrial use is estimated to account for only about 5% of the annual ground water extraction in 

the country. 

 Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA), constituted under the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986 vide 

Gazette notification No. S.O.38 (E) dated 14.01.1997 has the mandate of regulating ground water 

development and management in the country. CGWA has been regulating ground water development for its 

sustainable management in the country through measures such as issue of advisories, public notices, grant of 

No Objection Certificates (NOC) for ground water withdrawal. 

 India is the largest user of ground water in the world, extracting ground water to the tune of 253 bcm per year, 

which is about 25% of the global ground water extraction. Out of the total of 6584 assessment units, 1034 

have been categorized as ‗Over-exploited‘  253 as ‗Critical‘, 681 as ‗Semi-Critical‘  and 4520 as ‗Safe‘  The 

remaining 96 assessment units have been classified as ‗Saline‘ due to non-availability of fresh ground water 

due to salinity problem. 
                                                                                                                          Source:-The Indian Express 

 
 

FASTags 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 To ensure easier availability of FASTags, Indian Highways Management Company Ltd. (IHMCL), a company 

promoted by NHAI, is signing MoUs with state-run Oil Marketing Companies (IOCL, BPC, and HPC) for 

issuance of FASTags through petroleum retail outlets. 

 

 

Mobile application: 

 IHMCL is also planning the launch of two mobile applications –  

 MyFASTag and IHMCLPOS.  

 These apps will enable customers to link the FASTags with their preferred bank account, recharge the 

FASTag via UPI platform, and also ensure that the tags are bank neutral. 

 

Benefits of this measure: 

 These measures will eventually help NHAI cater to its commitment of providing a safe, smooth and seamless 

journey to commuters on National Highways. 

 The enhanced adoption of FASTag program will increase user convenience by offering seamless toll-fee 

payments at Plazas and thus help save time, money and fuel. 
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 The online payments will improve transparency of toll transactions, reduce revenue leakages, and improve 

overall efficiency and commercial competitiveness. 

 IHMCL is also striving for the vision of One Nation – One Tag by aligning with various State 

Authorities/SPV to ensure that FASTag becomes the preferred digital payment instrument at State/Municipal 

Plazas. 

 

FASTags: 

 FASTag is a simple to use, reloadable tag which enables automatic deduction of toll charges and lets you pass 

through the toll plaza without stopping for the cash transaction.  

 FASTag is linked to a prepaid account from which the applicable toll amount is deducted.  

 The tag employs Radio-frequency Identification (RFID) technology and is affixed on the vehicle's windscreen after 

the tag account is active. 

 FASTag is a perfect solution for a hassle free trip on national highways. 

 Validity of 5 Years 

Benefits: 

 Ease of payment – No need to carry cash for the toll transactions, saves time 

 Near non-stop movement of vehicles leading to lower fuel cost. 

 Online Recharge – FASTag can be recharged online through Credit Card / Debit Card / NEFT/ RTGS or 

Net banking 

 SMS alerts for toll transactions, low balance, etc. 

 Online Portal for customers 

 Other benefits are: 

 Environmental benefit  :       
 Reduced air pollution,      

 Reduced use of paper 

Social benefit    :    

 Reduced toll payment hassles ,     

 Analytics for better highway management     
Economic benefit :   

 Reduced effort in management at toll plaza,  

 Reduced effort in monitoring centrally 

Source:- PIB 

 

MPs‘ panel proposes legal status for SSC 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 A Parliamentary Standing Committee (PSC) has recommended that the Centre accord statutory status to 

the Staff Selection Commission (SSC), one of the largest recruitment agencies in the country. 

 

More about the news: 

 The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) and all State Public Service Commissions either have 

constitutional or legal status. 

 The SSC is the only such organisation that performs similar functions on a much larger scale, but does 

not enjoy statutory status. 

 

 

Background: 

 An expert group constituted by the government in 2014, for reviewing the examination system in the SSC 
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 The panel had recommended according statutory status to the Commission. 

 

 

Why Statutory Status? 

 The workload and responsibilities of the SSC have increased exponentially over the years. 

 It has remained an ―attached body‖ under the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT). 

 It  has to depend entirely on the government for all its needs, with no autonomy. 

 

 

Impact of according statutory status to the SSC: 

 It would contribute to greater functional autonomy, 

 faster decision-making and 

 Efficiency in the overall performance and delivery of results by the SSC in the recruitment process. 

 

Staff Selection committee: 

 The SSC was created to ease the burden of the UPSC by taking over the recruitment for 

posts below the Group ‗A‘ level.  

 The Staff Selection Commission is an attached office of the Department of Personnel 

and Training  

 It comprises of Chairman, two Members and a Secretary-cum-Controller of 

Examinations who are appointed on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by 

the Central Government from time to time. 

 The Commission is provided such supporting staff as considered necessary by the 

Central Government. 

 Staff Selection Commission has its Headquarter at New Delhi. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Parliament passes Bill to provide 10% quota for poor 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday cleared the Reservation Bill to give 10 per cent quota to the economically 

weaker section, irrespective of religion and caste, thus paved the way for the bill to become a law soon.  

 

More about the news: 

 Parliament Wednesday approved the Constitution (124th Amendment) Bill on providing 10 per cent 

reservation in jobs and education for the economically weaker sections (EWS) of the general category. 

 The bill now awaits the Presidential nod to become a law. 

 

Economic Reservation: 

 Economic reservation in jobs and education is proposed to be provided by inserting clause(6) in Articles 15 

and 16 of the Constitution. 

 The proposed Article 15(6) enables State to make special provisions for advancement of any economically 

weaker section of citizens, including reservations in educational institutions. It states that such reservation can 

be made in any educational institution, including private institutions, whether aided or unaided, except 

minority educational institutions covered under Article 30(1). It further states that the upper limit of 

reservation will be ten percent, which will be in addition to the existing reservations. 

  The proposed Article 16(6) enables State to make provision for reservation in appointments, in addition to the 

existing reservations, subject to a maximum of ten percent. 

 

Present Reservation: 
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 At present, reservations account for a total of 49.5%, with 15% Schedule Caste, 7.5% Schedule Tribe and 

27% Other Backward Classes respectively. 

 

LegalTest: 

 The Constitution does not recognize the economic criteria for backwardness, which makes it doubtful whether 

this move will stand the testimony of the court even if it does become a legislation now. 

 If, it is possible to amend the constitution, But then it is a different issue. It will also raise a larger question as 

the Supreme Court has said, that as it is, the reservation cannot exceed 50% of the total quota.  

 The Supreme Court in its judgement said that they cannot construct the 10% reservation for economically 

backward for one simple reason that the Constitution defines backward as only socially and educationally 

backward. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

A solution in search of a problem: on 10% reservations [Editorial /Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Recently, Constitution (124th Amendment) Bill, 2019, creating a 10% quota for the economically weaker 

sections (EWS) has been passed. 

 Given the deep inequalities prevalent in access to education and jobs based on caste and socio-economic 

status, affirmative action (or positive discrimination) makes a lot of sense. 

 The system that was put in place during the early years of the Republic deserves serious re-evaluation in an 

era when technology has paved the way for deploying a better-equipped arsenal. 

 

Excluding no one: 

 Government has created OBC creamy layer criteria to exclude people who are clearly well off and the EWS 

quota, in contrast, is expected to focus on the poor, this narrowing income gap, particularly between OBCs 

and general makes exclusion a problem for the existing quotas. 

 The Bill promises 10% reservation to individuals classified as economically backward or the people with an 

annual family income of less than Rs 8 lakh per annum. 

 The National Sample Survey (NSS) of 2011-12 shows that the annual per capita expenditure for 99% of 

households falls under this threshold. 

 Similarly, as per the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), the annual household incomes of 98% of 

households are less than ₹8 lakhs. 

 Even if other exclusion criteria such as amount of land owned and size of home if applied the Bill would 

cover over 95% of the households. 

 

Limiting the reservation for other categories 

 The benefits of the EWS quota are likely to be minimal, the cost may be higher than one anticipates. 

 It is important to remember that general category jobs are open to everyone, including Scheduled Caste (SC), 

Scheduled Tribe (ST) and OBC individuals. 

 Thus, by removing 10% jobs from the ―open‖ category, it reduces the opportunities for currently reserved 

groups. 

 This may be particularly problematic for OBCs since OBC reservation is limited to 27% of the seats whereas 

the OBC population is at least 40% of the population, possibly more. 

 This move is almost certain to result in calls for greater OBC reservation, particularly if a constitutional 

amendment to increase the proportion of reserved seats from 50% to 60% is already being adopted. 

 

Getting Caste Certificate: 

 Few non-SC/ST/OBC individuals have a caste certificate. A large number of SC/ST/OBC households report 

difficulties in obtaining these certificates which will not be able to avail the reservation benefits. 
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Outpacing deserving candidates: 

 In an era when skill demands are rapidly outpacing supply of candidates in specialized fields, the EWS quota 

increases the constraints. Suppose a university advertises for an associate professor for quantum physics under 

the EWS quota and the only suitable candidate happens to be from an OBC category, she will not get hired. 

 

Redesigning reservations: 

 Experts opinion that, one way is to spread the benefits of reservations within the existing framework and 

ensure that individuals use their reserved category status only once in their lifetime. 

 For instance, anyone using reservations to obtain a benefit such as college admission must register his/her 

Aadhaar number and she would be ineligible to use reservations for another benefit (e.g. a job) in the future. 

This would require no changes to the basic framework but spread the benefits more broadly within the 

reserved category 

 A second strategy might be to recognise that future economic growth in India is going to come from the 

private sector and entrepreneurship. In order to ensure that all Indians, regardless of caste, class and religion, 

are able to partake in economic growth, we must focus on basic skills. 

 Focused on admission to prestigious colleges and government jobs has been done, but little attention is 

directed to social inequality in the quality of elementary schooling. Basically we need to reduce the 

inequalities within the primary schools. 

 The IHDS shows that among children aged 8-11, 68% of the forward caste children can read at Class 1 level 

while the proportion is far lower for OBCs (56%), SCs (45%) and STs (40%). 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SC notice to EC on VVPAT verification 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 A Supreme Court bench, headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, has issued a notice to the Election 

Commission seeking its response to a plea that demanded counting and cross-verification of Voter Verifiable 

Paper Audit Trails (VVPAT) in at least 30% of all polling stations within an assembly constituency. 

 

More about the news: 

 According to the petition filed, the fraction of polling stations chosen for random cross-verification has been 

very low (less than 1% of polling stations in each constituency).  

 The petitioners argue that this is arbitrary, irrational, unreasonable and in violation of Article 14 of the 

Constitution 

 The petition contends that such cross-verification and counting of VVPAT slips is essential in the interest of 

democratic principles— that elections should be transparent, should be subject to public scrutiny and should 

be verifiable. 

 

VVPAT: 

 The Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail is a method that provides feedback to voters. 

 It is an independent verification printer machine and is attached to electronic voting machines. 

 It allows voters to verify if their vote has gone to the intended candidate. 

 

How do VVPAT machines work? 

 When a voter presses a button in the EVM, a paper slip is printed through the VVPAT. 

 The slip contains the poll symbol and name of the candidate. 

 It allows the voter to verify his/her choice.  After being visible to the voter from a glass case in the VVPAT 

for seven seconds, the ballot slip will be cut and dropped into the drop box in the VVPAT machine and a 

beep will be heard. 

 VVPAT machines can be accessed by polling officers only. 
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 VVPAT is a machine which dispenses a slip with the symbol of the party for which a person has voted for. 

The slip dropped in a box but the voter cannot take it home. 

 

Advantages of VVPAT: 

 Enables to verify vote: Instant feedback to voter that vote polled has been allocated to the intended candidate 

 Enables authorities to count the votes manually if there is a dispute in the electronically polled votes 

 Operates under a Direct Recording Election system (DRE) which detects fraud and existent malfunctions 

 Will ensure greater transparency in voting process 

 Gives both the voters and political parties an assurance 

                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- The Hindu 

 

SC shocked as Section 66A of IT Act is still invoked 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 In a plea highlighting the continued use of the scrapped Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, the 

Supreme Court on 7 January expressed shock and sought the response of the Central government. 

 

More about the news: 

 The PUCL said Section 66A, which restricted free expression online, continued to survive and occasionally 

found a place in the FIRs registered by the police in complete contravention of the Supreme Court judgment 

in the Shreya Singhal case. 

 The Petitioner contended that, more than 22 prosecutions had taken place under the provision since the 

Supreme Court‘s March 2015 verdict. 

Background: 

 Supreme Court in a landmark judgment Shreya Singhal V Union of India struck down section 66A of the 

Information Technology Act, 2000 which provided provisions for the arrest of those who posted allegedly 

offensive content on the internet upholding freedom of expression. 

 

Section 66A: defines the punishment for sending ―offensive‖ messages through a computer or any other 

communication device like a mobile phone or tablet and a conviction of it can fetch a maximum three years of 

jail and a fine. 

 

 SC held that Sec 66A is unconstitutional and void on the ground that it was excessively vague, open-ended 

and undefined. 

 SC in its judgment said , the Section 66A was contrary to both Articles 19 (free speech) and 21 (right to life) 

of the Constitution.  

 The entire provision was struck down by the court. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Regulation of Functions of MSMEs 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

a. In order to promote the Ease of Doing Business, the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSME) has introduced various initiatives including online filing of UdyogAadhaar Memorandum (UAM).  

b. To regulating the functions of the MSMEs, the Government has enacted the Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprise Development (MSMED) Act, which is applicable to all the States and Union Territories. 
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Steps taken : 

 MSME SAMADHAAN Portal- for empowering micro and small entrepreneurs across the country 

to directly register their cases relating to delayed payments. 

 MSME SAMBANDH Portal- to help in monitoring the implementation of public procurement 

policy for micro and small enterprises. 

 MSME SAMPARK Portal – A digital platform wherein jobseekers (passed out trainees/students of 

MSME Technology Centres) and recruiters get connected. 

 Digital Payments- to pass on the benefits of the schemes of Ministry of MSME through digital 

payment gateway. 
Source:- PIB 

Lok Sabha Passes DNA Technology Bill 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

a. The DNA Technology (Use and Application) Bill was passed in Lok Sabha on 8 Jan 2018. 

 

DNA Technology (Use and Application) Bill: 

b. The Bill regulates the use of DNA technology for establishing the identity of persons in respect of matters 

listed in a Schedule: criminal matters (such as offences under the Indian Penal Code, 1860), and civil 

matters such as parentage disputes, emigration or immigration, and transplantation of human organs. 

c. The Bill establishes a National DNA Data Bank and Regional DNA Data Banks. Every Data Bank will 

maintain the following indices:  

o crime scene index, 

o suspects‘ or undertrials‘ index, 

o offenders‘ index, 

o missing persons‘ index, and 

o unknown deceased persons‘ index. 

a. The Bill establishes a DNA Regulatory Board. Every DNA laboratory that analyses a DNA sample to 

establish the identity of an individual, has to be accredited by the Board.  

b. Written consent by individuals is required to collect DNA samples from them. Consent is not required for 

offences with punishment of more than seven years of imprisonment or death.  

c. The Bill provides for the removal of DNA profiles of suspects on filing of a police report or court order, and 

of undertrials on the basis of a court order. Profiles in the crime scene and missing persons‘ index will be 

removed on a written request.  

 

Several members raised certain issues with the provisions of the Bill: 

a. Consent requirements have not been specified in case of DNA profiling for civil matters 

b. Raised concern related to violation of privacy 
Source:-  PIB 

 

Customers cannot be charged for availing tokenisation service: RBI 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

a. The Reserve of India (RBI) has allowed all card payment networks to offer tokenisation service 

without any charges. 

b. Tokenisation involves a process in which a unique token masks sensitive card details. The token is then 

used to perform card transactions in contact-less mode at Point of Sale (POS) terminals, Quick Response 

(QR) code payments, etc. 
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Tokenisation: 

a. Tokenization is a process through which sensitive information or data is replaced with a unique set of 

characters that retain all the essential information without compromising the security of the sensitive 

information. 

b. In the payments space, tokenization is the process of replacing the 16-digit payment card account number with 

a unique digital identifier known as a ‗token‘ in mobile and online transactions. This token then allows 

payments to be processed without exposing sensitive account details that could breach security and privacy. 

 

Need of Tokenisation: 

 In India, there were 1,035.64 million cards outstanding on November 2018, out of which 992.4 million were 

debit cards and 43.24 million were credit cards and this has grown from a total 778.98 million cards in 2016. 

 The volume of card transactions in fact went up by 1.5 times in this period. 

 As per National Crime Records Bureau, cases registered under cyber frauds doubled between 2014 and 2016.   

 Cases registered under cheating, forgery and criminal breach of trust or fraud for cyber crimes went up from 

1,232 in 2014 to 2,466 in 2016.  

 Although over 90 per cent of these cyber crimes are registered under cheating, cases registered under the 

credit or debit card frauds increased from 10 in 2014 to 26 in 2016 

 

How it will Work? 

Consumer credit cards come with names, 16-digit personal account numbers (PANs), expiration dates and security 

codes — any of which can be ―tokenized.‖ 

 When a merchant swipes a customer‘s credit card, the PAN is automatically replaced with a randomly 

generated alphanumeric ID (―token‖) 

 Original PAN never enters the merchant‘s payment system. Only the token ID does. The merchant can use 

this special token ID to keep records of the customer 

 This token then gets transmitted to the payment processor who de-tokenizes the ID and authorizes payment. 

 

Advantage: 

 Data Security – Tokenization keeps credit card data safe from internal and external threats that can occur 

during payment processing. 

 Credit card tokenization helps online businesses improve their data security, from the point of data capture to 

storage as it eliminates the actual storage of credit card numbers in the POS machines and internal systems. 

 Comfort – Multiple tokens are issued for the same card payment on different platforms that use tokenization. 

 So even if a website you use gets breached and the tokens are acquired by the hacker/miscreant, it‘s difficult 

to reverse engineer the actual card number from it as access to the tokenization logic will also be needed. 
Source:- Business Standard 

 

National Workshop On Agri Export Policy 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Minister of State for Commerce & Industry hosted a workshop on new agri export policy. 

 

More about the news: 

 This is the first time that an agri export policy has been formulated and it is comprehensive involving all 

related sectors like R&D, clusters, logistics and transportation.  

 Workshops like these will help to identify bottlenecks, get feedback and suggestions to improve and overcome 

difficulties in the implementation of the policy. 

 

Vision: 

 To harness the export potential of Indian agriculture, through suitable policy instruments and make India a 

global power in agriculture and double farmers‘ income by 2022. 
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Objective: 

 To double agricultural exports from present USD 30 billion to USD 60 billion by 2022 and reach USD 100 

billion in the next few years. 

 To diversify export basket, destinations and boost high value and value-added agricultural exports including a 

focus on perishables, 

 To promote novel, indigenous, organic, ethnic and non-traditional agri products, institutional mechanism for 

pursuing market access, tackling barriers/SPS, 

 To strive to double India‘s share in world agri exports by integrating with GVC and enable farmers to get the 

benefit of export opportunities in overseas markets. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Conference on ―M2M/ IoT Enabling Smart Infrastructure 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The conference on machine to machine/Internet on things enabling smart infrastructure held in New Delhi 

 

More about the news: 

 Conference hosted by the Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC) 

 On this occasion,Two technical reports prepared by TEC, titled ―Recommendation for IoT/ M2M Security‖ 

and ―Design and Planning Smart Cities with IoT/ICT‖ were released by the Minister.  

 The conference covered important topics such as IoT enabling Smart Infrastructure Verticals, different 

technologies and related use cases, Role of IoT in Smart Cities design and planning, various aspects related to 

Standardization in M2M/IoT, and Challenges in Security, Testing and Certification of Smart 

devices/equipment. 

Internet of Things (IOT): 

 The internet of things (IoT) is a computing concept that describes the idea of everyday physical objects 

being connected to the internet and being able to identify themselves to other devices.  

Source:- PIB 

RBI makes changes in gold scheme 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 09 January 2019 has changed its Gold Monetisation Scheme (GMS), 2015 

to make charitable institutions and the government entities eligible to deposit under the scheme. 

 

Changes in Gold Monetisation Scheme: 

 In addition to existing resident individual (Individuals, HUFs, Proprietorship & Partnership firms, Trusts 

including Mutual Funds/Exchange Traded Funds registered under SEBI (Mutual Fund) Regulations and 

Companies), the scheme is now extended to charitable institutions, Central Government, State Government or 

any other entity owned by Central Government or State Government. 

 Joint deposits of two or more eligible depositors are also allowed under the gold monetisation scheme 

 The deposit in such cases shall be credited to the joint deposit account opened in the name of such depositors. 

 

Gold Monetisation Scheme: 

 Gold Monetization refers to unlocking the value of gold in terms of rupee. 

 Gold Monetization Scheme (GMS) refers to a process wherein a depositor deposits gold (say jewellery, coin, 

etc.) with a bank which is then lent by the bank to its borrowers (say jewellery makers), after melting into gold 

bars.  

 This is akin to a normal banking operation (like a savings bank account), but carried out in terms of gold 
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instead of in rupee.  

 GMS allows the depositors of gold to earn tax free market determined interest income (denominated in 

gold but recoverable either in gold or in rupee [mandatorily in rupee if it is deposited for a medium or long 

term]) from the pure gold they deposit with banks in their ―Gold Savings Accounts‖ and permits the jewelers 

to obtain their raw material -gold bars created from the melting of the gold deposited with the banks- as loans 

in their ―Metal account‖.  In addition, Banks / other dealers would also be able to monetize their gold.  

 The Gold Monetization Scheme (GMS) was announced in the Union Budget Speech of 2015-16 

 The Gold Monetisation scheme consists of the revamped versions of the Gold Deposit Scheme (GDS) 

introduced in 1999 and the Gold Metal Loan Scheme (GML) introduced in 1998. 

 

Objective: 

 To mobilize the gold held by households, trusts and various institutions in India and put it into productive use. 

 To provide a fillip to the gems and jewellery sector in the country by making gold available as raw material on 

loan from the banks. 

 To be able to reduce reliance on import of gold over time to meet the domestic demand, as India is one of the 

largest consumers of gold with virtually no domestic production. (India imports as much as 800-1000 tonnes 

of gold each year. Though stocks of gold in India are estimated to be over 20,000 tonnes, most of this gold is 

neither traded, nor monetized.) 

 To make the existing schemes for mobilising Gold (Gold Deposit Scheme and Gold Metal Loan Scheme) 

more effective and to broaden their ambit from merely mobilizing gold, to putting this gold into a broad range 

of productive uses including strengthening the reserve requirements of the Central Bank. 

Benefits: 

 The scheme will help in mobilizing the large amount of gold lying as an idle asset with households, trusts and 

various institutions in India and benefit the Indian gems and jewellery sector which is a major contributor to 

India's exports. In fiscal year 2014-15, gems and jewellery constituted 12 per cent of India's total exports and 

the value of gold items alone was more than $13 billion (provisional figures). 

 The mobilized gold will also supplement RBI‘s gold reserves. 

 It will help in reducing the Government‘s cost of borrowing. 

Over the course of time this is also expected to reduce the country's dependence on the import of gold.  
                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- LiveMint 

 

Recombinant ELISA kits 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers released recombinant Enzyme-Linked Immune Sorbent Assay 

(ELISA) kits: one for Glanders and other for Equine Infectious Anaemia. Both these diseases are notifiable 

diseases in India and require special diagnosis for control and eradication in the country. 

 

Glanders: 

 Glanders is a fatal infectious and notifiable disease of equines including horses, donkeys and mules.  

 The disease is caused by a bacterium known as Burkholderia mallei and has zoonotic potential.  

 The organism is also considered as potential bio-weapon and categorized under ‗Tier 1 Select Agent‘. 

 

EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANAEMIA (EIA): 

 Equine infectious anaemia (EIA) is a chronic, debilitating and persistent infectious disease of equines caused 

by a retrovirus. It is an OIE (Office International des Epizooties) notifiable disease. 

 

ELISA Kit: 

 National Research Centre on Equines (NRCE) has been able to develop a recombinant Hcp1 antigen ELISA 

as an alternate to complement-fixation test (CFT).  
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 The ELISA has been duly validated in India and the OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) Reference 

Laboratory, Germany. 

 NRCE has also developed recombinant p26 protein-based ELISA as an alternative to Coggin‘s test. 

 This technology will provide sustainable and homogeneous source of antigen and harmonized protocol to 

ensure regular surveillance of EIA. Both kits are highly economical as compare to imported kits. 

Source:- PIB 

 

Tax, compliance burden eased for small businesses 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

  
 

Context: 

 The GST Council held its 32nd meeting in New Delhi on 10th January, 2019. I the meeting GST council 

announced changes to the goods and services tax (GST) rules aimed at easing the burden of compliance on 

Small business and exempted an additional 2 million such businesses from registering with the indirect tax 

regime. 

 

Key highlights: 

 The changes include raising the turnover limit for eligibility to enter the composition scheme to Rs 1.5 crore 

from the coming fiscal 

 Easing compliance for traders opting for the composition scheme and doubling the threshold for exemption 

from registration and payment of GST to Rs 40 lakh. 

 A new composition scheme for service providers that allows them to pay a flat levy of 6% and leaves them 

out of the tax credit chain is fine. 

 Taxpayers under composition scheme will now need to file one annual return but payment of taxes 

would remain quarterly (along with a simple declaration) 

 There would be two threshold limits for exemption from registration and payment of GST for the 

suppliers of goods i.e. Rs 40 lakhs and Rs 20 lakhs. States would have an option to decide about one 

of the limits within a weeks‘ time. However, the threshold for registration for service providers 

would continue to be Rs 20 lakhs and in case of Special category States Rs 10 lakh 

 GST Council also approved levy of cess on intra State supply of goods and services within the State 

of Kerala at a rate not exceeding 1% for a period not exceeding 2 years.  
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GST COuncil: 

 Goods & Services Tax Council is a constitutional body for making recommendations to the Union 

and State Government on issues related to Goods and Service Tax. 

 Creation of the GST Council as per Article 279A of One Hundred and First Amendment Act. 

 As per Article 279A (1) of the amended Constitution, the GST Council has to be constituted by the 

President within 60 days of the commencement of Article 279A. 

 As per Article 279A GST Council which will be a joint forum of the Centre and the States, shall consist 

of the following members 

 Union Finance Minister – chairman 

 Union Minister of State in charge of Revenue or Finance – Member 

 Minister in charge of Finance or Taxation or any other Minister nominated by each State Government - 

Member 

 Article 279A (4) -  Council will make recommendations to the Union and the States on important 

issues related to GST, like the goods and services that may be subjected or exempted from GST, 

model GST Laws, principles that govern Place of Supply, threshold limits, GST rates including the 

floor rates with bands, special rates for raising additional resources during natural 

calamities/disasters, special provisions for certain States, etc. 

 The Goods and Services Tax Council shall establish a mechanism to adjudicate any dispute  

 between the Government of India and one or more States; or 

 between the Government of India and any State or States on one side and one or more 

other States on the other side; or 

 between two or more States, arising out of the recommendations of the Council or 

implementation thereof. 

Source:- Economic Times 

 

Report of the Committee on Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 

Submitted to the Commission 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Committee constituted under the chairmanship of Sr. Deputy Election Commissioner Sh. Umesh 

Sinha to review and suggest modifications and changes in the provisions of the Section 126 and other 

sections of the Representation of the People Act 1951, provisions of Model Code of Conduct and any 

other ECI instruction in this regard has submitted its report to the Commission. 

 

Section 126 of the Representation of People Act: 

 Section 126 of the Representation of the People, 1951, prohibits displaying any election matter by 

means, inter alia, of television or similar apparatus, during the period of 48 hours before the hour fixed 

for conclusion of poll in a constituency. 

THE COMMITTEE HAD THE FOLLOWING SCOPE OF WORK: 

 Study and examine the present provisions of the Section 126 and other related Sections of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951 and identify difficulties/critical gaps to regulate the violation of 

the said provisions of the act, particularly during the prohibitory period of 48 hours before the 

completion of the poll, mentioned in section 126 and suggest necessary amendment/modification. 

 Examine the type, category or growth of communication technology or media platform in the country 

and difficulties in regulating these media platforms during multiphase election when prohibitory period 

of 48 hours are in force. 

 Impact of new media platforms and social media during the prohibitory period of 48 hours before the 

close of poll and its implication in view of the provisions of section 126. 

 Examine the present provisions of Model Code of Conduct (MCC) related to the above issues and 

suggest modification in this regard. 
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Source:- PIB 

 

Six states, Centre sign pact on Renuka multipurpose project 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Six northern states and Centre signed a MoU on Friday to construct a Rs 4,596.76 crore dam in 

Uttarakhand that will provide water to New Delhi and other beneficiary states. 

 The dam, named Renukaji, is a multipurpose project located in Giri river of Sirmaur district of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 

The Renuka Multipurpose Dam Project: 

 The Renuka dam project has been conceived as a storage project on the Giri river (a tributary of the Yamuna) 

in Sirmaur district of Himachal Pradesh.  

 The project envisages making a 148-metre-high dam for supplying water to Delhi and other basin States. It 

will also generate 40 MW of power. 

 After the construction of the dam, the flow of the Giri river will increase by about 110%, which will help meet 

the drinking water needs of Delhi and other basin States. 

 Water from the Renuka dam will be used by U.P., Haryana and National Capital Territory of Delhi from 

Hathnikund barrage, by the NCT of Delhi from Wazirabad barrage and by U.P., Haryana and Rajasthan from 

the Okhla barrage. 

 The origins of the project in fact go back to May 1994, when the governments of Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, 

Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) for the utilisation 

and allocation of the waters of the upper Yamuna River which included the Renuka storage dam to be 

constructed in Sirmour district of HP. 

 The project was scheduled for completion by November 2014. The project construction was stayed by the 

National Environment Appellate Authority/National Green Tribunal in 2010-11 due to objections on the 

Environment Clearance granted to the project. 
Source:- Times of India 

 

SC lifts stay on stalled Chardham projects 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Friday lifted its stay on certain stalled projects under the government‘s ambitious 

Chardham development plan, which proposes to provide all-weather connectivity to the four holy towns of 

Uttarakhand. 

 The court said the stay will however continue on those projects which are yet to begin under the plan till the 

environment clearance is taken by the authorities. 

More about the news: 

1. ‗Char Dham‘ project to provide all-weather connectivity of Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath and 

Badrinath 

2. There are 53 separate and independent projects under the ‗Char Dham‘ programme out of which work 

is on for 28 projects while 25 are yet to start under the scheme which is spread over 900 km.  

3. The projects include widening of roads, construction of bypass, tunnels, bridges and road side drain 

among other things. 

Background: 

 The project was opposed by some NGOs and local residents of Uttarakhand saying the construction work 

would damage the environment and disturb the ecological balance.  

 They contended that EIA clearance was not taken before the construction.  
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 Their plea, however, was rejected by the National Green Tribunal which held that the statutory EIA under the 

Environment Protection Act was not required in view of exemption granted through notification issued in 

2013. 

 

Chat Dam project: 

 The project involves developing and widening 900-km of national highways connecting the holy Hindu 

pilgrimage sites of; Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri at an estimated cost of Rs.12,000 crores. 

 The highway will be called Char Dham Mahamarg(Char Dham Highway) and the highway construction 

project will be called as Char Dham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojana (Char Dham Highway Development 

Project). 

 The roads will be widened from 12m to 24m and the project will involve construction of tunnels, bypasses, 

bridges, subways and viaducts. 

  
  

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Hurrying through a legislation [ Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Parliament ended the penultimate session of this Lok Sabha with both Houses passing the Constitution (124th 

Amendment) Bill, 2019.It enables 10% reservation in education and employment for economically weaker 

sections. 

 The process by which this was done illustrates the collective failure of parliamentarians to review the 

government‘s proposals and hold it to account. 

 

Laps in Indian parliamentary Procedure: 

 Lok Sabha require every Bill to be circulated at least two days ahead of introduction. This is to give time for 

MPs to read the Bill and discuss it (or make objections) when the vote on the motion to introduce the Bill is 

taken up. 

 However, in the case of 124th Amendment, the bill was not circulated 

 When unstarred questions was tabled which is whether the government ―exploring the scope of providing 

reservation for poor candidates from forward communities for education and employment‖ was denied by 

Minister. 

 Unstarred questions do not allow for follow-up questions. This is why they are more conducive for getting 

answers on queries related to data/information. 

 The usual practice is to refer Bills to the respective standing committee of Parliament. This step allows MPs to 

solicit public feedback and interact with experts before forming their recommendations. In the case of this 

Constitution Amendment this scrutiny mechanism was bypassed. 

 No time for discussion – There was hardly any time between its introduction and final discussion. 

 Barring a few small parties, none of the larger Opposition parties asked for the Bill to be carefully considered 

by a parliamentary committee not even in Rajya Sabha. 
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British Contrast: 

 For instance, recently, a member of the ruling Conservative Party wanted to move an amendment bill to set a 

deadline for the Prime Minister to put forward new plans if she loses the Brexit vote next week and when the 

government objected that such amendments can be moved only by a Minister, the Speaker differed on this and 

said that every member had a right to move an amendment. 

 This case reflects three ways how Britain have better Bill passage mechanism 

 First, the absence of an anti-defection law, which allow each MP can vote her conscience. 

 Second, In Britain it is known exactly how each MP voted because they are recorded. In India, most votes 

(other than Constitution Amendments that need a two-thirds majority to pass) are through voice votes, just 7% 

of other Bills had a recorded vote over the last 10 years. 

 Third, in above case the Speaker insisted on the supremacy of Parliament in Britain, and allow a motion 

against the wishes of the government. 

 

Way forward: 

 Parliament has a central role to secure the interest of citizens. It is the primary body of accountability that 

translates the wishes and aspirations of citizens into appropriate laws and policies. 

 The need of the hour is for greater and effective utilization of Parliamentary Committees to strengthen 

Parliament as a deliberative body which can ensure effective oversight. 

 Each day a specific time-frame shall be maintained for discussion of any new or urgent issues in concurrence 

with the Speaker. The Opposition could also be allotted a couple of hours at the starting or at the end of the 

day to put their views forward. 

 Need to address each of the issues discussed above to strengthen Parliament and protect our democracy. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

ULFA faction threatens to pull out of peace talks 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The pro-talks faction of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) threatened to pull out of the ongoing 

peace parleys with the Centre on Saturday if the controversial Citizenship Amendment Bill becomes an Act. 

 

Citizenship Bill 2019: 

 The Bill seeks to facilitate acquisition of citizenship by six identified minority communities namely Hindus, 

Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Christians and Parsis from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh who came to India 

before December 31,, 2014. 

 Migrants from these communities were earlier given protection against legal action in the years 2015 & 2016 

and long term visa provision was made for them. 

 Citizenship will be given to them only after due scrutiny and recommendation of district authorities and the 

State Government. 

 The minimum residency period for citizenship is being reduced from existing 12 years under the present law 

to 7 years. 

 The law will not be confined to the state of Assam but will also provide relief to persecuted migrants who 

have come through western borders of the country to states like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh. 

 The beneficiaries of Citizenship Amendment Bill can reside in any state of the country and the burden of 

those persecuted migrants will be shared by the whole country. 

 

NRC: 

 NRC is a roster of all those who settled in Assam up to the midnight of March 24, 1971. 

 In 1978-79, several local leaders spotted a rapid increase in the number of Muslims in electoral rolls. A 

six year long agitation followed against illegal migrants from Bangladesh, which culminated with the 

signing of an agreement called the Assam Accord.  
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 The Assam Accord mandated that those who settled in the state after the cut off date of March 24, 

1971 would be weeded out and stripped of citizenship rights. 

 Over the next few decades the NRC was remained stalled until the Supreme Court intervened. The 

apex court ordered the state government to update the NRC by a deadline and monitored its progress. 

Subsequently, the first draft of the roster was published on 30 July, 2018. 

 

Bone of Contention: 

 The general sentiment in Assam with respect to the bill has been that it will defeat the purpose of the 

NRC. 

 Critics also says that, The perverse decision of the Centre to ram through the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Bill, 2016 against the wishes of the people of Assam will result in the migration of millions of 

Bangladeshi Hindus to Assam. 

 According to Samujjal Bhattacharya, a leader at the forefront of the fight against illegal migration, "The 

bill violates the Assam Accord" and is "anti-indigenous people legislation". 

 

Clause 6 Of Assam Accord: 

 Clause 6 of the Assam Accord reads as follows: 

 Constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards, as may be appropriate shall be provided to 

protect, preserve and promote the culture, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese people. 

 In order to cool tempers ruffled by the bill, the Centre has set up a panel to implement the clause and 

constitutionalism it. 

 The committee will examine the effectiveness of actions taken since 1985 to implement Clause 6 of the 

Assam Accord and look into awarding "reservations in employment under the government of Assam for 

the Assamese people". 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Farmers under KALIA scheme to get money by January 26 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Odisha Government on Saturday announced that the first phase financial aid under the newly launched 

Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme will be provided by 

January 26. 

 

KALIA Scheme: 

 KALIA scheme stands for "Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation". 

 The Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme would benefit about 

92% of the farmers in the state and the government has earmarked Rs 10,180 crore for the plan in 3 

years. 

 Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme has been initiated by the 

State Government to provide financial assistance for farmers before the commencement of the sowing 

season. 

 

Who is eligible under the scheme: 

 Small and Marginal Farmers are eligible to get benefit under support to cultivators for cultivation. 

 Landless agricultural households are eligible to get livelihood support under the scheme. 

 Vulnerable agricultural household covering vulnerable cultivators/landless agricultural labourers are eligible 

to get financial assistance under the KALIA scheme.  

 Life Insurance Support to cultivators and Landless agricultural labourers as well as the interest free crop loan 

component are meant for all category of beneficiary under KALIA scheme. 
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Key features of the Scheme: 

 Assistance for cultivation: Financial assistance of Rs 25,000 per farm family over five seasons will be 

provided to small and marginal farmers so that farmers can purchase inputs like seeds, fertilizers, pesticides 

and use assistance towards labour and other investments from 2018-19 to 2021-22. 

 Assistance for Livelihood: Financial Assistance of Rs 12,500 will be provided to each landless Agricultural 

Household for agriculture allied activities like for small goat rearing unit, mini-layer unit, duckery units, 

fishery kits for fisherman, mushroom cultivation and bee-keeping, etc. 

 Assistance for vulnerable agricultural household: Vulnerable cultivators and landless agricultural labourers 

will get financial assistance of Rs 10,000 per family per year to enable them to take care of their sustenance.  

 The vulnerable cultivator and landless agricultural labourers those who are in old age, having 

disability or disease and are vulnerable for any other reason. 

 Life insurance for cultivators & landless agricultural labourers: Life insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh at a 

very nominal premium of Rs 330/ will be provided to all savings bank account holder of age between 18-50 

years.  

 Odisha government will bear farmers‘ share of the annual premium of Rs 165. Personal accident 

cover of Rs 2 lakh at a very nominal annual premium of Rs 12 for all savings bank account holder 

aged between 18-50 years. 

 Out of Rs 12 towards premium, Rs 6 is the farmers‘ share, which will be borne by the state 

government. A beneficiary whose age is between 51-70 years, the entire amount of Rs 12 towards 

annual premium will be borne by the government. 

 Interest-free crop loan: Vulnerable landless labourers, cultivators and agricultural families identified by 

Gram Panchayats will be provided with crop loans up to Rs 50,000 made available at 0% interest 

 

Critical analysis - 'KALIA' a better alternative to farm loan waivers? 

 The rising farm distress has prompted many states to look for alternatives to provide relief to farmers, with 

many State government announcing loan waivers and some implementing major schemes. 

 the State Government of Odisha has launched what it states to be a more efficient scheme than the Farm loan 

waiver. 

 Under 'KALIA' programme, which is expected to provide financial, livelihood and cultivation support along 

with insurance support to small, marginal and the landless farmers. 

 With KALIA, The state government has refused to write off farm loans. Meanwhile, Government is helping 

maintain repayment discipline in the banking system. 

 Loan waivers penalise honest farmers who repay on time and can discourage them from doing so.  

 According to Naveen Patnaik, of the 32 lakh cultivators in Odisha, only the richest 20 lakh have farm loans, 

and they should not be the main beneficiaries of an anti-distress programme. 

 

 

Shortcoming of the KALIA Scheme: 

 Kalia model is difficult to implement.  

 Since Odisha is a backward state with fewer financial and administrative resources, the government may face 

great difficulty in implementing the scheme. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 
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The 6th ‗Women of India Organic Festival‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development will be hosting the 6th annual  ‗Women of India Organic 

Festival‘ in Chandigarh, to celebrate and promote women farmers and entrepreneurs in the organic sector 

from the remotest parts of India. 

 

Aim: 

 To encourage Indian women entrepreneurs and farmers to connect with more buyers and thus, empower them 

through financial inclusion, while promoting organic culture in India. 

 Ministry also aims to educate people about its various initiatives and schemes relating to women and children 
Source:- PIB 

 

India records 377 mine deaths in 3 years 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 Lok Sabha earlier this week revealed that 377 workers involved in mining of coal, minerals and oil were 

killed in accidents between 2015 and 2017. 

 Of the 377 deaths, 129 occurred in 2017 alone. As many as 145 died in 2016, while the figure was 103 in 

2015. 

 

Coal mines - Death 

 Coal mines have accounted for the highest number of casualties due to accidents in mines. Of the 377, 

more than half, 210, were killed in coal mines. 

 Jharkhand, which recorded 69 deaths (11 in 2015, 46 in 2016 and 12 in 2017) in the three years, has 

accounted for the highest death of coal mine workers in accidents inside mines.  

 Goda in Jharkhand witnessed one of the biggest open cast mine accidents in 2016 when 23 workers died 

in December that year. 

 Telangana recorded 32 deaths in these three years while Madhya Pradesh registered 29. 

 

Metal mines - Deaths: 

 During the period, 152 persons died in accidents in metal mines across the country. 

 Rajasthan, one of highest mineral producing States in the country, accounted for 48 deaths (20 in 2015, 

five in 2016 and 23 in 2017) 

 while Andhra Pradesh recorded 29 deaths.  

 

Oil Mines - Death: 

 15 deaths were reported in oil mines, most of them occurring in Assam and Gujarat. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Tribals of West Bengal battling food scarcity: study 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The study titled ‗An Inquiry into the world of the Adivasis of West Bengal‘, conducted by Professor Amartya 

Sen‘s Pratichi Institute and Asiatic Society identified ―food scarcity in varying degrees‖ in about 31% of tribal 

households in West Bengal. 
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Objective of the Report: 

 The survey was conducted in 1,000 tribal households to ascertain living conditions, health and education. 

 

Key findings of the Report: 

 The preliminary survey report claimed that ―nearly one third [31%] of the surveyed households‖ reportedly 

faced ―food scarcity in varying degrees‖ in the past year. 

 while some households faced acute hunger only in some months (August–October), in many cases, people had 

half-meals only twice a day. 

 The report further noted that, in some cases, adult members [of households] reportedly ate only once a day. 

 Most of the families surveyed could hardly afford animal protein or pulses. 

 

Premature death: 

 The number of deaths reported to have occurred in the surveyed households, in the year preceding the 

survey, ―was 52, among which 48 [92%] were premature deaths‖ and only four were due to old age. 

 The average age of the [tribal] persons who died was 58 years, which is much shorter than the life 

expectancy at birth‖ (70 years in West Bengal). 

 

Workforce - Including Children: 

 The work participation rate [WPR] is higher among the Adivasis in Bengal 

 The report noted that, School going childrens are forcing to discontinue their studies in order to fend [for] 

themselves and support the families. 

 According to the Census of 2011, while Work participation Rate (WPR) is 39% and 49% in Bengal and India, 

respectively. 

  ―The corresponding figures for Adivasis were 49% and 47%,‖ indicating the participation of more children. 

 Report further noted that, Both the children and elderly were also involved in earning, and that the rate of 

transition in education was low. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

No policy for rare diseases, govt declares ‗one-time financial assistance‘ [ Editorial/ 

Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 After withdrawing the national policy for treatment of rare diseases (NPTRD). Government has announced a 

‗One-time financial assistance‘ for Rare diseases. 

 The standing finance committee has approved a proposal for adding a sub-component under the umbrella 

scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) for provision of one-time financial assistance to those below 

threshold poverty line for specified rare diseases which require one-time treatment. 

 

Rare Disease: 

 A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease. 

  A rare disease is a health condition that affects a small percentage of the population.  
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  Rare diseases include genetic diseases, rare cancers, infectious tropical diseases and degenerative 

diseases. 

 They are chronic, debilitating, life threatening and often result in some form of handicap. Patients 

have often taken the government to court on this, because treatment of rare diseases is long, 

specialized and expensive. 

 The most common rare diseases reported in India include hemophilia, thalassemia, sickle-cell anemia 

and primary immune deficiency in children, autoimmune diseases, lysosomal storage disorders such 

as pompe disease, Hirsch sprung disease, gaucher‘s disease, cystic fibrosis, hemangiomas and certain 

forms of muscular dystrophies. 

 

Need of nationwide policy: 

 State has responsibility for providing affordable, accessible and reliable health-care services to every citizen. 

In fact constitution also mentions importance of health-care services under articles like 21, 38 and 47 and thus 

state cannot evade this responsibility under the pretext of non-justifiability of articles. 

 Given the low volumes at which the drugs needed to treat such diseases would be consumed, pharmaceutical 

companies have little commercial incentive to produce them. Thus, a nationwide policy on orphan drugs could 

incentivize these players. 

 Even if pharmaceutical companies are incentivized to develop drugs to treat rare diseases, pharmaceutical 

companies remain beholden to the laws of economics and, given the low demand for orphan drugs, price these 

drugs as high as they choose to. Hence there has to be regulation of the government in restricting the 

exorbitant prices of the drugs. 

 Although proportion of rare diseases is much less than the other diseases, it does not reduce the importance of 

the life of person affected by rare diseases. Thus national policy would remove this adverse distinction and 

would make government committed equally to all people. 

National Policy on Rare Diseases: 
 

National Policy on Rare Diseases was introduced in 2017 

 It provided for corpus fund of 100 Crores at Central and State Level for part funding 

treatment of rare  diseases, 

 Setting up of a Central Technical Committee (CTC) and individual State Technical 

Committees (STCs) to ease the process of patient applications, 

 Encouraging funding support from public sector undertakings (PSUs) 

 

Gaps In the National Policy on Rare Diseases: 
 Policy is silent on a definition of rare diseases – India does not have a definition for rare diseases. 

The new policy does not define this either, leaving it unresolved and saying 

 No Corpus fund – Though the corpus fund of 100 Crores was provided in the affidavit, no such 

corpus was created under National Health Mission 

 Many of the states in India, till now, do not know about the national policy or have the clarity on its 

implementation 

 There is no clarification as to whether the financial help for treatment would only be provided for 

BPL patients or would also include APL patients 

 The implementation of the policy was mistakenly shifted from the Public Health Division to the 

National Health Mission, which has the mandate of only primary and secondary healthcare while 

rarest diseases require tertiary care. 

 Due to this discrepancy, the affidavit claims, National Health Mission funds cannot be earmarked to 

create the Rs 100 crore corpus 

                                                                                                                                 Source:- Down To Earth ; Hindu Business Line 
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Polavaram project set to create Guinness record 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development processes 

Context: 

 The Polavaram Project in Andhra Pradesh is going to set a global record on Monday and enter into Guinness 

Book of World Record by completing 28000 to 30000 cubic metres of concrete works in 24 hours. 

 

 

More about the news: 

 The Polavaram project recently bagged the Central Board of Irrigation and Power (CBIP) award for speedy 

execution of Polavaram multipurpose project and best implementation of water resources project for better 

planning, implementation and monitoring. 

 

Polavaram Project: 

 Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project. 

 The Polavaram project was accorded national status in 2014 in the Andhra Pradesh Bifurcation Act and its 

design was changed. 

  The dam across the Godavari River is under construction located in West Godavari District and East 

Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh state and its reservoir spreads in parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States 

also. 

 The project is multipurpose major terminal reservoir project on river Godavari for development of Irrigation, 

Hydropower and drinking water facilities to East Godavari, Visakhapatnam, West Godavari and Krishna 

districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

 The project is likely to displace over 1.88 lakh people across 222 villages and so far, 1,730 persons in six 

villages have been rehabilitated by the government. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Gujarat to implement 10% quota 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

Context: 

 Gujarat the first State to implement 10% quota. 

 

More about the news: 

 Gujarat government announced on 13 *January 2019 that the State would implement the 10% quota in 

government jobs and higher education for the economically backward sections in the general category from 

January 14. 

 After Gujarat, Telangana is all set to become the second state in the country to implement the 10% reservation 

for economically weaker sections (EWS) in the general category that was announced by the Centre.  

 On 12 January 2019, President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the constitutional amendment to allow the 

10% quota. 
                                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu 

Leprosy is no longer a ground for divorce 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 Lok Sabha has passed The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018, which aims to omit leprosy as a ground 

for divorce from various Acts governing marriage in India. 

 

The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018: 

 The Bill seeks to remove leprosy as a grounds for seeking divorce or separation.   
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 It seeks to amend provisions related to divorce and separation in five Acts.  These are (i) the Divorce Act, 

1869, (ii) the Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, 1939, (iii) the Special Marriage Act, 1954, (iv) the Hindu 

Marriage Act, 1955, and (v) the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956. 

 

Reasons behind the Amendment: 

 Leprosy as ground for divorce is a ―discriminatory‖ provision for a disease that is now curable. 

 The United Nations General Assemblyadopted a Resolution in 2010 on the ‗Elimination of 

discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members‘.  

 India has signed and ratified the said Resolution. 

 The Human Rights Commission and judgements of various courts had also underlined the need to amend the 

laws to remove this discrimination. 

 The 20th Law Commission of India in its 256th Report titled ―Eliminating Discrimination Against Persons 

Affected by Leprosy‖, also recommended for removing the discriminatory provisions in various statutes 

against the persons affected with leprosy 

  Recently, the Supreme Court has, directed the Union Government as well as the State Governments to take 

necessary steps for rehabilitation and integration of the leprosy affected persons into the mainstream including 

the steps to repeal the provisions where leprosy has been treated as a stigmatic disability. 

 The PIL filed by Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy averred that at least one hundred and nineteen statutes (both 

Central and State) discriminate against patients affected by the disease and that the same are violative of 

Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

National Policy on Domestic Workers  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The ministry of labour & employment is considering formulate a National Policy on Domestic Workers which 

is in the draft stage. 

 

National Policy on Domestic Workers: 
Aim:To protect the domestic workers from abuse, harassment, violence and guarantee them rights in the matter 

of social security and minimum wages. The policy also includes social security cover and provisions against 

sexual harassment and bonded labour. 

 

Features: 

 Inclusion of Domestic Workers in the existing legislations 

 Domestic workers will have the right to register as unorganized   workers. Such registration will facilitate 

their access to rights & benefits. 

 Right to form their own associations/unions 

 Right to minimum wages, access to social security 

  Right to enhance their skills 

 Protection of Domestic Workers from abuse and exploitation 

 Domestic Workers to have access to courts, tribunals for grievance redressal 

 Establishment of a mechanism for regulation of private placement agencies. 

 Establishment of a grievance redressal system for domestic workers. 
Source:- PIB 
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―Web- Wonder Women‖ Campaign  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India, has launched an online campaign, 

‗#www :  Web- WonderWomen‘. 

Aim: 

 The Campaign aims to discover and celebrate the exceptional achievements of women, who have been 

driving positive agenda of social change via social media. 

 

More about the Campaign: 

 Through the campaign, the Ministry and the Campaign‘s Partners Breakthrough and Twitter India aim to 

recognize the fortitude of Indian women stalwarts from across the globe who have used the power of social 

media to run positive & niche campaigns to steer a change in society. 

 The Campaign invites Entries via Nominations from across the world, as per the laid out criteria. 

 Indian-origin women, working or settled anywhere in the world, are eligible for nomination. 

 The shortlisted entries will be open for public voting on Twitter and the finalists will be selected by a 

specialized panel of judges. 

 Nominations have been invited in a large number of categories including Health, Media, Literature, Art, 

Sports, Environmental protection, and fashion among others. 
Source:- PIB 

Kerala records a rising graph of crimes against children 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 According to a data released by the Kerala State Crime Records Bureau (SCRB), there has been a steady 

increase in crimes committed against children in Kerala. 

 

More about the news: 

 There has been an increase in offences against children under all categories from 549 in 2008 to 3,278 as 

of October, 2018 

 Cases of rape rose from 215 in 2008 to 1,101 in 2017, and 999 as of October 2018 

 Cases registered under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act rose from four in 2008 to 17 in 2017 and 

15 till October 2018. 

 Government officials have attributed this rise to increased reporting of crimes because of better 

awareness. 

 However, social workers have advocated that crimes against children have indeed increased. 

 
  

Source:- The Hindu 
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‗Monkey fever‘ cases hit 62 in Shivamogga 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Context: 

 An outbreak of Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD), also known as monkey fever, has been reported in some 

villages of Shivamogga district 

 

More about the news: 

 The total number of KFD cases in the district since December 2018 has reached 62. Six persons from 

Aralagodu died during this period. 

 The prevalence of KFD is high every year from November to April during which dry spell prevails. 

 

Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD) or Money Fever: 

 

 Kyasanur Forest disease (KFD) or Monkey Fever is a tick-borne viral hemorrhagic fever endemic to South 

Asia. 

 The disease is caused by a virus belonging to the family Flaviviridae, which also includes yellow fever and 

dengue fever. 

 The symptoms of the disease include a high fever with frontal headaches, followed by haemorrhagic 

symptoms, such as bleeding from the nasal cavity, throat, and gums, as well as gastrointestinal bleeding. 

 The virus was identified in 1957 when it was isolated from a sick monkey from the Kyasanur Forest of 

Karnataka. Since then, between 400-500 humans cases per year have been reported. 

 Hard ticks (Hemaphysalis spinigera) are the reservoir of the KFD virus and once infected, remain so for 

life. 

 Rodents, shrews, and monkeys are common hosts for KFDV after being bitten by an infected tick. KFDV 

can cause epizootics with high fatality in primates. 

 Transmission to humans may occur after a tick bite or contact with an infected animal, most importantly a 

sick or recently dead monkey. No person-to-person transmission has been described. 

 The disease as of now is stated to be transmitted through monkeys. Large animals such as goats, cows, and 

sheep may become infected with KFD but play a limited role in the transmission of the disease. 

Furthermore, there is no evidence of disease transmission via the unpasteurised milk of any of these 

animals. 

 People with recreational or occupational exposure to rural or outdoor settings (e.g., hunters, herders, forest 

workers, farmers) are potentially at risk for infection by contact with infected ticks. 

 Seasonality is another important risk factor as more cases are reported during the dry season, from 

November through June. 

 Diagnosis can be made in the early stage of illness by molecular detection by PCR or virus isolation from 

blood. Later, serologic testing using enzyme-linked immunosorbent serologic assay (ELISA) can be 

performed. 
                                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

Quota Bill gets President‘s assent, becomes law 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The President of India Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday gave his assent to The Constitution (One Hundred and 

Third Amendment) which aims to provide reservation in public employment and higher education for 

economically weaker sections. 
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More about the news: 

 The 10 per cent quota is in addition to the 22.5 per cent reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes and 27 per cent reservation for castes identified as the Other Backward Classes (OBC).  

 The fresh provision does not tinker with the existing 49.5 per cent of this quota. 

 With the new 10 per cent quota becoming a law with the President's assent, the total reservation in jobs and 

education now stands at 59.5 per cent. 

 

Background: 

 On Wednesday, the Rajya Sabha had passed the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Fourth Amendment) 

Bill 2019, which envisages giving up to 10% quota to economically weaker section.  

 The Lok Sabha had passed the bill, the previous day, with 323 out of 326 MPs present voting in its favour. 

 Within hours of the Parliament passing the amendment, an NGO named "Youth For Equality", filed a petition 

challenging it before the Supreme Court contending that the amendment violates the "basic structure" of the 

Constitution.  

 Referring to the nine judges bench decision of the Supreme Court in Indira Sawhney case (1992), the petition 

states that reservation cannot be given on the basis of economic criteria. 
Source:- The Hindu 

National Youth Parliament Festival 2019 launched 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Minister of State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports launched the National Youth Parliament Festival 2019.  

 

Background: 

 Honourable Prime Minister i Narendra Modi, in his Mann Ki Baat address on 31st December 2017, had 

shared his idea of organizing Youth Parliaments for young people in every district of the country. 

  It is to provide a chance to the youth to brainstorm about new India and to find ways and chalk out plans to 

realize our resolves before 2022. 

  He reiterated his idea to capture the voice of the youth in his address to the youth during the 22nd National 

Youth Festival on 12th January 2018. 

Theme: 

 ―Be The Voice of New India‖ and ―Find solutions and contribute to policy‖. 

 

More about the news: 

 Youth in the age bracket of 18-25 years are invited to participate in the District Youth Parliaments.  

 This is done in order to hear the voice of youth in this age bracket who are allowed to vote but cannot contest 

in elections. 

 The National Youth Parliament Festival will also encourage the youth to engage with public issues, 

understand the common man‘s point of view, form their opinion and express these in an articulate manner. 

  Relevant and effective voices on the vision of New India would be captured and documented to make these 

available to policy makers and implementers to take it forward. 

 The National Youth Parliament Festival 2019 will be conducted at three levels: 

 District Youth Parliament (DYP) at the district level. 

 State Youth Parliament (SYP) at the State Level. 

 National Youth Parliament (NYP) at the National Level 

 The best three speakers at the National Youth Parliament will be awarded Rs. 2 Lakhs, Rs. 1.50 Lakhs 

and Rs. 1 Lakh respectively by the Prime Minister. 

Source:- PIB 
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Govt. re-promulgates triple talaq ordinance 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The government has re-promulgated the ordinance "Muslim Women(Protection of Rights on Marriage) 

Ordinance, commonly known as Triple Talaq Ordinance. 

 

More about the news: 

 The ordinance making Triple Talaq a criminal offence was first promulgated on September 20, 2018. 

 A Bill to convert the earlier ordinance, issued in September, 2018, was cleared by Lok Sabha in December 

and was pending in Rajya Sabha. 

 Since the Bill could not get the parliamentary approval, the fresh ordinance was issued. The Union Cabinet 

had last week approved reissuance of the ordinance. 

 

Key feature of Triple Talaq Ordinance: 

 "Talaq" for the purposes of the Ordinance means as "talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq having 

the effect of instantaneous and irrevocable divorce pronounced by a Muslim husband". 

 Section 3 of the Act declares pronouncement of talaq to be void and illegal. Pronouncement of talaq has been 

made an offence punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend up to three years and fine.  

 The offence will be cognizable only if the complaint is lodged by the victim wife or her close blood relatives.  

 Also, the offence will be compoundable at the instance of the wife on such terms and conditions as deemed fit 

by the Magistrate.  

 The offence is also bailable, and Magistrate can grant bail, but only after hearing the wife. 

 The Ordinance provides for grant of custody of the minor child to the wife, and also maintenance suitably 

determined by the Magistrate. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Panel pulls up govt. for diverting coal cess 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The 42nd standing committee on energy report pulled up government for not using coal cess for reviving 

stressed gas-based power plants rather using it for post GST compensation to states 

 

Recommendations of the committee: 

 Diversion of funds for unrelated activities shows lack of commitment of government of clean energy projects 

 To provide financial support to the stressed gas-based power projects in the country from National Clean 

Energy Fund (NCEF) 

 

Benefits of Revival of Gas based power plant: 

 It could be used as peak based plants as demand for electricity increasing on account of government effort to 

electrify all households 

 To meet Paris agreement INDC target of installing 40% of power capacity from renewable energy by 2030. 

National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF): 

 The National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF) is a fund created in 2010-11 using the carbon tax - 

clean energy cess - was created out of cess on coal produced / imported (―polluter pays‖ 

principle) for the purposes of financing and promoting clean energy initiatives, funding research 

in the area of clean energy or for any other purpose relating thereto.  
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 Subsequently, the scope of the fund has been expanded to include clean environment initiatives 

also. 

 These projects include innovative schemes like Green Energy Corridor for boosting up the 

transmission sector, Namami Gange, Green India Mission, Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission (JNNSM)‘s installation of solar photovoltaic (SPV) lights and small capacity lights, 

installation of SPV water pumping systems, SPV Power Plants, Grid Connected Rooftop SPV 

Power Plants, pilot project to assess wind power potential etc 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Govt. plans technology centres for MSMEs 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 20 technology centres, along with extension centres across the country will be developed by The Ministry of 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) in another 3-5 years. 

 

Technology Centers: 

 Technology Centres are collaborative entities established and led by industry. They are resourced by highly-

qualified researchers associated with research institutions who are empowered to undertake market focused 

strategic R&D for the benefit of industry. 

 They have modern technology machinery and testing equipment and the services are offered to industries at a 

competitive price. 

 With the development of technologies such as virtual reality and augmented reality, the manufacturing units 

in the MSME sector will have access to these. 

 The Ministry is creating trained manpower in virtual reality through the National Small Industries 

Corporation (NSIC). It has also developed training modules that use virtual reality and these will be launched 

across the country through the NSIC in a couple of months. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

9th International Conference on Micro Irrigation to be held at Aurangabad  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India is 

organizing the 9th International Micro Irrigation Conference on Modern Agriculture at Aurangabad in 

Maharashtra. in association with International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID), Indian National 

Committee on Surface Water (INCSW) and WAPCOS Limited. 

 The government of Fiji will be the Special Invitees. 

 

More about the Event: 

 The event will be a multi-disciplinary dialogue in the form of a conference discussing issues related to micro 

irrigation for modern agriculture and various related issues like new techniques in micro irrigation for 

increased crop productivity, micro irrigation in cluster level farming etc. 

 A large group of eminent international and national experts and local farmers will be sharing their experiences 

in the fields of latest developments in micro irrigation technology to enhance crop production and water 

management for optimal use in agriculture, technical and sociological interventions for sustainable water, 

food & agriculture. 

 The Conference will provide a forum for discussions and deliberation through seminars, exhibitions and 

sessions and will serve to build awareness regarding large-scale use of micro irrigation, strategies for water 

conservation, advanced crop technology, engineering techniques, etc.  

Source:- PIB 
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Govt. Launches two National level Initiatives in the field of science communication 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) along with Doordarshan (DD), Prasar Bharati launched 

two science communication initiatives, DD Science and India Science. 

 

 

More about the news: 

 DD Science is a one-hour slot on Doordarshan National channel, which will be telecast Monday to Saturday 

from 5 pm to 6 pm. 

 India Science is an Internet-based channel, which is available on any internet-enabled device, and will offer 

live, scheduled play and video-on-demand services. 

 The two channels will have science-based documentaries, studio-based discussions, and virtual walkthroughs 

of scientific institutions, interviews and short films and will be completely free to access. 

 

Significance: 

 The two science communication platforms are National level initiatives to elevate science into a 

celebration and bring it close to everyday life. 

 It also helps in developing the scientific temper of our society.  

 DST and DD aim to make them jewels in the crown of the country for serving humanity for the 

furtherance of science. 
 Source:- PIB 

  

RBI eases norms for external commercial borrowing 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 In a bid to improve ease of doing business, the Reserve Bank of India has decided to liberalise external 

commercial borrowing (ECB) norms, allowing all companies that are eligible for receiving foreign direct 

investment, to raise funds through the ECB route. 

 

More about the news: 

 Under the RBI New External commercial Borrowing norms, The list of eligible borrowers has been 

expanded.All entities eligible to receive foreign direct investment can borrow under the ECB framework. 

 Among those now eligible are: port trusts, units in special economic zones, microlenders, not-for-profit 

companies, registered societies/trusts/cooperatives and non-government organisations. 

 The RBI has decided to keep the minimum average maturity period at 3 years for all ECBs, irrespective of the 

amount of borrowing, except for borrowers specifically permitted to borrow for a shorter period. 

 Earlier, the minimum average maturity period was five years. 

 The RBI kept the borrowing limit under the automatic route unchanged at $750 per financial year but replaced 

the sector-wise limits. 

 

External Commercial Borrowing: 

 ECB is the financial instrument used to borrow money from the foreign sources of financing to invest in the 

commercial activities of the domestic country. Simply, borrowing money from the non-resident lenders and 

investing it in the commercial activities of India is called as external commercial borrowings. 

 External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) includes commercial bank loans, buyers‘ credit, suppliers‘ credit, 

securitized instruments such as Floating Rate Notes and Fixed Rate Bonds etc., 

 ECBs are being permitted by the Government as a source of finance for Indian Corporate for expansion of 
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existing capacity as well as for fresh investment. 

 ECBs provide opportunity to borrow large volume of funds. The funds are available for relatively long term. 

Interest rate are also lower compared to domestic fund. 

 ECBs are in the form of foreign currencies. Hence, they enable the corporate to have foreign currency to meet 

the import of machineries etc. 

 Corporate can raise ECBs from internationally recognised sources such as banks, export credit agencies, 

international capital markets etc. 

 The ECBs have emerged as a major form of foreign capital called as FDI. PSUs and corporate use this ECB as 

a major platform for the source of investment 
Source:- Hindu Business Line 

 

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Australia on the safety in Mines, Testing 

and Research Station 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval for signing a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Australia on the Safety in Mines, Testing and 

Research Station (SIMTARS). 

 The memorandum of understanding will become operative from the date of signing and remain in effect for 

three years. 

Impact: 

 The MoU will help in establishing a partnership between DGMS (Directorate General of Mines 

Safety)and SIMTARS for: 

 implementation of risk based safety management system, providing training, 

 organising, conference, seminar and other technical meetings, setting up occupations safety and health 

academy and national mine disaster centre, and 

 Modernising R&D laboratory of DGMS. 

 

Background: 

 Mining accident rates in Australia is the lowest in the world.   

 Australia has pioneered in conceptualising and implementing risk based Safety Management Plans for 

the mining sector using the technique of hazard identification and risk assessment. 

 SIMTARS is known to have exclusive expertise in Mines Safety Management Systems. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Cabinet approves expenditure sanction for Integrated E-filing and Centralized 

Processing Centre 2.0 Project  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval to expenditure 

sanction for Integrated E-filing & Centralized Processing Center 2.0 Project of the Income Tax Department. 

 

Objective of the Project: 

a.   Faster and accurate outcomes for taxpayer. 

b.   First time right approach, 

c.   Enhancing user experience at all stages. 

d.   Improving taxpayer awareness and education through continuous engagement. 

e.   Promoting voluntary tax compliance. 

f.    Managing outstanding demand.  



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 49 
 

Benefits: 

 Pre-filling of ITR and acceptance by taxpayer as a means to improve accuracy and to reduce 

refund/processing turnaround time drastically, 

 Facilitation to taxpayers in resolving outstanding tax demands;  

 Integrated contact centers for taxpayer assistance and tax payer outreach program through digital media and 

employer/partner accreditation program to bring significant enhancement in services to taxpayers. 
 Source:- PIB 

 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019 which was passed by the 

Parliament on January 3, 2019 received the assent of the President of India on January 10, 2019. 

 It has now been notified in the Gazette of India. 

 The bill seeks to do away with the no-detention policy in schools. 

 

Highlights : 

a) The Right to Education Act, 2009 prohibits detention of children till they complete elementary education i.e., 

class 8. The Bill amends this provision to state that a regular examination will be held in class 5 and class 8 at 

the end of every academic year.  

b) If a child fails the exam, he will be given additional instruction, and take a re-examination. If he fails in the re-

examination, the relevant central or state government may decide to allow schools to detain the child.  

c) Provisions of the Bill regarding assessment and detention are at variance with what most states have 

demanded. In this context, the question is whether these decisions should be taken by Parliament or left to 

state legislatures. 

d) It is unclear as to who will conduct the examination (which may lead to detention): centre, state, or the school. 

 

No Detention Policy: 

 According to this provision ―no child admitted in a school shall be held back in any class‖. This translates into 

automatic promotions to the next class every year until Class VII. Instead of exams, schools are supposed to 

hold Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluations (CCE) for every child. 
Source:- Times Of India 

 

Saksham 2019, annual event of PCRA, launched 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 ‗Saksham‘, an annual high intensity one-month long people-centric mega campaign of Petroleum 

Conservation Research Association (PCRA) under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas was 

launched. 

 

Saksham: 

 Saksham (Sanrakshan Kshamta Mahotsav) is a campaign organised by Petroleum Conservation Research 

Association (PCRA) to sensitize the masses about conservation and efficient use of petroleum products which 

will lead towards better health and environment. 

 This campaign is aimed at showing the way forward for making a change and enhancing the conservation 

capabilities of people. It helps understand the need for fuel conservation and find solutions thereof. 

 The campaign seeks to promote effective utilization of petroleum products, something that will lead to 

environmental protection. 
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 It also educates the masses on how the efficient and optimal use of energy can protect the health and the 

environment. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Court sets deadline for Lokpal panel 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 A bench headed by CJI Ranjan Gogoi directed the Centre to provide the search committee the requisite 

infrastructure and manpower to enable it to complete its work. 

 

More about the news: 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday fixed a February end deadline for the search committee on Lokpal to 

recommend the panel of names for appointment of the first anti-graft ombudsman of the country. 

 A bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi directed the Centre to provide the search committee requisite 

infrastructure and manpower to enable it to complete its work.  

 

Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 2013: 

 

 The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 seeks to provide for the establishment of Lokpal for the Union and 

Lokayukta for States to inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and for 

related matters.  

 The act extends to whole of India, including Jammu & Kashmir and is applicable to "public servants" within 

and outside India.  

 The act mandates for creation of Lokpal for Union and Lokayukta for states. 

 

Structure: 

 The institution of Lokpal is a statutory body without any constitutional backing. 

 Lokpal is a multi member body, made up of one chairperson and maximum of 8 members. 

 The person who is to be appointed as the chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice 

of India Or the former Judge of Supreme Court Or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and 

outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to 

anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, law and 

management. 

 Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members. Minimum fifty per cent of the Members 

will be from SC / ST / OBC / Minorities and women. 

 The judicial member of the Lokpal should be either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a former Chief 

Justice of a High Court. 

 The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding ability, 

having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, 

public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, law and management. 

 The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a selection committee.  

 The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the Chairperson; Speaker of Lok Sabha 

,Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha ,Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him / her, and One 

eminent jurist. 

 

Jurisdiction of Lokpal: 

 

 The jurisdiction of the Lokpal will include the Prime Minister except on allegations of corruption relating to 

international relations, security, the public order, atomic energy and space and unless a Full Bench of the 

Lokpal and at least two-thirds of members approve an inquiry. 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 51 
 

 The Lokpal will also have jurisdiction over Ministers and MPs but not in the matter of anything said in 

Parliament or a vote given there.  

 Lokpal‘s jurisdiction will cover all categories of public servants. 

 Group A, B, C or D officers defined as such under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 will be covered 

under the Lokpal but any corruption complaint against Group A and B officers, after inquiry, will come to the 

Lokpal.  

 However, in the case of Group C and D officers, the Chief Vigilance Commissioner will investigate and 

report to the Lokpal.  

 

Powers of Lokpal: 

 

 It has powers to superintendence over, and to give direction to CBI. 

 If it has referred a case to CBI, the investigating officer in such case cannot be transferred without approval of 

Lokpal. 

 Powers to authorize CBI for search and seizure operations connected to such case. 

 The Inquiry Wing of the Lokpal has been vested with the powers of a civil court. 

 Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds, receipts and benefits arisen or procured by means of 

corruption in special circumstances 

 Lokpal has the power to recommend transfer or suspension of public servant connected with allegation of 

corruption. 

 Lokpal has power to give directions to prevent destruction of records during preliminary inquiry. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates UNNATI 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Context: 

 Union Minister of State for Atomic Energy and Space inaugurated the UNNATI- (Unispace Nanosatellite 

Assembly & Training) programme organized by ISRO in Bengaluru. 

 

UNNATI: 

 UNNATI, a capacity building programme on Nanosatellite development, is an initiative by ISRO to 

commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first United Nations conference on the exploration and peaceful 

uses of outer space (UNISPACE-50). 

 The programme provides opportunities to the participating developing countries to strengthen in assembling, 

integrating and testing of Nanosatellite. 

 UNNATI programme is planned to be conducted for 3 years by U.R. Rao Satellite Centre of ISRO in 3 

batches and will target to benefit officials of 45 countries. 

 

Objective: 

 To offer a simplified and increased exposure to satellite fabrication technologies, as part of the UNISPACE 

initiative. 

 To provide theoretical course on satellite technology. 

 To provide intensive course on nano satellite realisation, covering mission aspects, design, fabrication, 

assembly, integration & testing. 

 To provide hands-on training to assemble, integrate and test a low cost, modular nano satellite. 

 

U. R. Rao Satellite Centre: 

 U.R. Rao Satellite Centre (URSC), Bengaluru is the lead centre of ISRO for design, development and 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 52 
 

integration of satellites for communication, remote sensing, navigation and scientific studies. 

UNOOSA: 

 UNOOSA (United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs) works to promote international cooperation in the 

peaceful uses and exploration of space. 

  It also promotes the utilisation of space science and technology for sustainable economic and social 

development. 

 The Office assists any United Nations Member State to establish legal and regulatory frameworks to govern 

space activities. 

Source:- PIB 

 

SCATFORM Project 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Tripura has launched a project for Sustainable Catchment Forest Management at Hatipara in West Tripura. 

 

SCATFORM Project: 

 The project is undertaken with the assistance of JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency). 

 The SCATFORM project aims to address issues such as forest cover loss and forest degradation have been 

mainly caused by shifting cultivation, which increases soil erosion risks on hill slopes especially in upper 

catchment areas. 

 It would be implemented mainly in upper catchments where forest degradation and soil erosion are severe and 

livelihood improvement needs are high. The project aims to the improve quality of forest in the catchment 

area by sustainable forest management, soil and moisture conservation and livelihood development. 

 The activities undertaken under the project involves promotion of bamboo plantation, agroforestry based 

livelihood, eco-tourism development, development of value addition for bamboo and other Non-Timber 

Forest Product (NTFP) in order to create alternate livelihood opportunities for local communities. 

 The 80 per cent of the cost is contributed by JICA and the rest would be funded by the state and central 

governments 
                                                                                                                                                      Source:- Business Standard 

 

States cannot pick police chiefs on their own: SC 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on 16 January 2019, rejected the pleas made by five States to implement their own local 

laws for selection and appointment of their State police chiefs. 

 

More about the news: 

 SC refused to modify its July 2018 verdict on the selection and appointment of state police chiefs.  

 It said the directions in the judgment ―are wholesome and would serve the public interest‖. 

 A Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi-led bench rejected pleas of five states – Punjab, Kerala, West Bengal, 

Haryana, and Bihar – to modify the July 2018 verdict to let them apply local laws to select their police chiefs. 

 The five states had told the court that they have framed a comprehensive law, dealing with the procedures to 

appoint police chiefs in pursuance of the 2006 apex court verdict on police reforms. 

 

Directions issued by the Supreme Court in appointing DGPs: 

 The top court had on July 3 issued directions on police reforms and underlined the steps for appointment of 

regular police chiefs.  
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 It said the states will have to send a list of senior police officers to the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC) at least three months prior to the retirement of the incumbent.  

 The commission will then prepare a panel and inform the states, which, in turn, will appoint one of the 

persons from that list. 

 The states submitted the choice of the police chiefs should be left to them since it pertains to a state subject. 
 Source:- The Hindu 

Soon, no e-way bills for non-filers of GST returns 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

1) Non-filers of GST returns for six consecutive months will soon be barred from generating e-way bills 

for movement of goods. 

 

More about the news: 

2) The Goods and Services Tax Network is developing an IT system such that businesses that have not 

filed returns for two straight returns filing cycles, which is six months, would be barred from 

generating e-way bills. 

3) It is expected that the move would help check Goods and Services Tax evasion. 

 

Integrating e way Bill with FASTag: 

 There have been reports that some transporters are doing multiple trips by generating a single e-way bill. 

 To shore up revenue and increase compliance, the government had said that stringent anti-evasion measures 

have to be put in place. 

 To this effect the revenue department is working towards integrating that e-way bill system with NHAI's 

FASTag mechanism beginning April to help track movement of goods 

 Integration of e-way bill with FASTag would help find the location of vehicles, and when and how many 

times they cross NHAI‘s toll plazas. 

 

E- way Bill: 

 E-way bill or Electronic-way bill is a document introduced under the GST regime that needs to be generated 

before transporting or shipping goods worth more than INR 50,000 within state or inter-state. 

 The physical copy of e-way bill must be present with the transporter or the person in charge of the conveyance 

and should include information such as goods, recipient, consignor and transporter. 

 The e-way bill was rolled out nationwide on 1st April 2018. 
                                                                                                                                                              Source:- Times of India 

 

Protest against proposed bird sanctuary in Manipur 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Manipur government‘s plan to set up a bird sanctuary at the Loktak lake in Bishnupur district has met 

with stiff opposition from the villagers in nearby areas. 

 Villagers claim fishing ban in Loktak lake will hit their livelihood 

 

Need of Sanctuary: 

 Thousands of migratory birds flock to the Loktak lake, the largest freshwater lake in north-eastern India, every 

year. 

 However, in the past few years there has been a sharp decline in the number of migratory birds coming to the 

lake. 

 Reports indicate that bird poachers are active in the area, targeting the winged guests.  
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 Bird poaching and hydroelectric power project near the lake for the decline in the number of migratory birds 

and brow-antlered deer in the Keibul Lamjao national park in the vicinity.\ 

 The widespread bird poaching at the lake, setting up of the sanctuary is a must. 

 

Loktak Lake: 

 Loktak Lake is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast India and is famous for the phumdis floating over it. 

 Phumdis are the heterogeneous mass of vegetation, soil and organic matter at various stages of decomposition. 

 Keibul Lamjao National Park is also one of Phumdis in the lake. 

 It is only floating national park in world and is last natural refuge of endangered Sangai deer. 

 This ancient lake plays an important role in the economy of Manipur. 

 It serves as a source of water for irrigation, drinking water supply and hydropower generation. 

 Considering the ecological status and its biodiversity values, Loktak lake was initially designated as a wetland 

of international importance under the Ramsar Convention in 1990. 

 Later it was also listed under the Montreux Record in 1993. 

 Human activity has led to severe pressure on the lake ecosystem.  
                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- The Hindu 

 

Steel pipes will link Godavari and Cauvery, says Gadkari 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Detailed Project Report (DPR) for linking the Godavari and Cauvery rivers at a cost of Rs.60,000 crore 

is ready and will be submitted to the cabinet soon,says Union Water Resources and River Development 

Minister. 

 

Godavari and Cauvery - linking project: 

 After approval by the cabinet the funds would be raised from the World Bank or the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB). 

 The project comes under the national river connectivity programme 

 the project would resolve the water disputes among four southern states - Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana 

and Andhra Pradesh. 

Aim: 

 To make good use of about 1100 tmc ft of Godavari water that currently drained into the sea. 

 The project will take backwaters of Godavari to Krishna and from Krishna to Pennar and then to the tail end 

of Cauvery in Tamil Nadu. 

 The minister also revealed that under the project water would be carried through steel pipes instead of canals 

to ensure that there is no water loss. 

 

National river connectivity programme: 

 The National River Linking Project (NRLP), envisages the transfer of water from water ‗surplus‘ basins 

where there is flooding to water ‗deficit‘ basins where there is drought/scarcity, through inter-basin water 

transfer projects 

 It links rivers by a network of reservoirs and canals that will allow for their water capacities to be shared and 

redistributed. 

 This is an engineered panacea that will reduce persistent floods in some parts and water shortages in other 

parts besides facilitating the generation of hydroelectricity for an increasingly power hungry country. 

 

Components of River Linking Projects 

 It has been split into three parts: 

1. Northern Himalayan Rivers interlink component. 
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2.A southern peninsular component. 

3.An intra-State rivers linking component. 

 Benefits of the River Linking Projects: 

 The river interlinking project claims to generate total power of 34,000 MW (34 GW). 

 The project claims to provide additional irrigation to 35 million hectares (m ha) in the water-scarce western 

and peninsular regions, which includes 25 m ha through surface irrigation and 10 m ha through groundwater. 

 It will lead to Ground water Recharging. 

 The inter-link would create a path for aquatic ecosystems to migrate from one river to another, which in turn 

may support the livelihoods of people who rely on fishery as their income. 

                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

Centre‘s debt-to-GDP falls, States‘ rises 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 According to the Status Paper on Government Debt for 2017-18, the Centre‘s total debt as a percentage of 

GDP reduced while State‘s debt-to-GDP increased. 

Key findings of the Status paper on Government Debt for 2017 - 18: 

 Centre‘s total debt as a percentage of GDP reduced to 46.5% in 2017-18 from 47.5% as of March 31, 2014. 

 Total debt of the States rose to 24% in 2017-18 (increase of 63%), and is estimated to be 24.3% in 2018-19. 

 The Central debt has been within control because the government has been trying to stick by-and-large to the 

fiscal deficit parameters 

 The report stated that, Outstanding liabilities of States have increased sharply during 2015-16 and 2016-17, 

following the issuance of UDAY bonds in these two years, which was reflected in an increase in liability-GDP 

ratio from 21.7% at end-March 2015 to 23.4% at end-March 2016 and further to 23.8% at end-March 2017. 

 Further, ratings agencies have predicted that the combined fiscal deficit of the States to be 3.2% of GDP in 

financial year 2020 

 State governments showed a tendency to hold large cash surpluses/investments in Cash Balance Investment 

Account on a consistent basis and resorted to market borrowings to finance their GFD (Gross Fiscal Deficit) 

 

  
                                                                                                                                                               Source:- The Hindu 

India among those where trust in govt is high: Report 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 According to the 2019 Edelman Trust Barometer report, India is among the most trusted nations globally 

when it comes to government, business, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and media. 
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Key findings: 

 China topped the Trust Index among both the informed public and the general population segments, with 

scores of 79 and 88 respectively.India was at the second place in the informed public category and third place 

in the general population category. 

 Trust in government in India rose four points to 74, and was ranked fourth behind Indonesia, UAE and China. 

 Trust in media among India population remained low, despite an increase by three points to 63 

 In terms of trust in companies headquartered in each market, the most trusted are those from Switzerland, 

Germany and Canada.  

 Companies headquartered in India, Mexico and Brazil are the least trusted, followed by China and South 

Korea 
                                                                                                                                                   Source:- Economic Times 

 

Cabinet nod for setting up National Appellate Tribunal for GST 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Cabinet on January 23 approved the National Bench of the Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal 

(GSTAT). 

 The tribunal has been set up as prescribed by the Central GST Act 2017.  

Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT): 

 The Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by the 

Appellate Authority or the Revisional Authority. 

 GSTAT is the forum of second appeal in GST laws and the first common forum of dispute resolution between 

the Centre and States. 

 Appeal against the orders given in the first appeals issued by the Appellate Authorities under the Central and 

State, Goods and Services Tax Act, is filed before the GST Appellate Tribunal which is one under Central and 

State GST Acts. 

 All the disputes related to GST will be uniformly resolved in the settlement of disputes with one place being 

settled and thus GST will be implemented equally throughout the country. 

 

N.K. Singh panel recommendation: 

 The FRBM Review Committee headed by former Revenue Secretary, NK Singh was appointed by the 

government to review the implementation of FRBM.  

 In its report submitted in January 2017, titled, ‗The Committee in its Responsible Growth: A Debt and Fiscal 

Framework for 21st Century India‘,  

 The Committee suggested that a rule based fiscal policy by limiting government debt, fiscal deficit and 

revenue deficits to certain targets is good for fiscal consolidation in India. 

 

Recommendations of N.K. Singh Panel: 

 Public debt to GDP ratio should be considered as a medium-term anchor for fiscal policy in India. 

 The combined debt-to-GDP ratio of the centre and states should be brought down to 60 per cent by 2023 

(comprising of 40 per cent for the Centre and 20% for states) as against the existing 49.4 per cent, and 21per 

cent respectively. 

Fiscal deficit as the operating target: 
 The Committee advocated fiscal deficit as the operating target to bring down public debt.  

 For fiscal consolidation, the centre should reduce its fiscal deficit from the current 3.5% (2017) to 

2.5% by 2023 

 

Formation of Fiscal Council to advice the government. 

 It recommended setting up an independent Fiscal Council. The Council will provide several advisory 

functions.  

 It will forecast key macro variables like real and nominal GDP growth, tax buoyancy, commodity prices.  
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 Similarly, it will do a monitoring role, besides advising about the use of escape clause and also specify a path 

of return. 

 

Escape Clause to accommodate counter cyclical issues: 

 The NK Singh Committee points out that there are disadvantages with set fiscal deficit target if some 

economic instabilities like an external crisis affects the Indian economy. 

 For example, the government has to spend more during the time of a recession and hence it need not restrict 

its borrowing to keep the fiscal deficit target.  

 Hence, the committee advocates countercyclical covers in fiscal policy while following the FRBM. 

 Here, the committee recommends fiscal flexibilities to go above or below the fiscal deficit targets in the form 

of ‗escape clauses‘. The Committee set 0.5% as escape clause for fiscal deficit target. 

 

Buoyancy: What the government has to do with fiscal deficit target when higher economic growth occurs? 

 The Committee also advocates that that the policy responses to sharp changes in output growth should be 

symmetric (to that of the escape clause). \ 

 This implies that during higher economic growth, fiscal deficit should be reduced accordingly. 

 

 

 

Fiscal consolidation responsibility for states 

 Now, total state expenditures (as a percent of GSDP) is now even greater than the Centre. Hence, fiscal 

consolidation should also be made by the states.  

 They should bring down their debt target to 20% of GDP from the current 21%. 

 

Congruence of Fiscal and Monetary Policy: 

 The FRBM Review Commitee observed that both monetary and fiscal policies must ensure growth and 

macroeconomic stability in a complementary mannger. For this, the Inflation Targeting (IT) regime and Fiscal 

Rules (FRs) have to interact with each other.  

 

Composition: 

 GSTAT shall be presided over by the president. 

  It also consist of one technical member from both state and centre each.  

 

Constitutional Provisions: 

 Appellate and review mechanism has been arranged for dispute resolution under GST administration in 

Chapter XVIII of the Item and Service Tax Act.  

 Section 109 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act provides power to the Central Government on the 

recommendation of the Council, making the order effective in the recommendation by the date specified in the 

recommendation, and the order passed in the form of commodity and service tax appeal. Will hear the appeals 

against. 
                                                                                                                                            Source:- Hindu Business Line 
 

Bal Sabha 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 A new initiative launched by the government in Rajasthan for identifying and resolving issues in upper 

primary schools situated in the rural areas. 

 

Bala sabha: 

 ―Bal Sabha‖ (Children‘s Assembly) is set to bring about qualitative changes in education. 

 Besides students, the Sabhas will be attended by parents, teachers and village elders. 
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 The schoolchildren spoke about the problems faced by them in school. 
                                                                                                                                                                       Source:- The Hindu 

 

National Girl Child Day  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 The Women & Child Development Ministry will celebrate National Girl Child Day (NGCD) on, 24th 

January, 2019. 

 The programme will also observe anniversary of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme.  

 

 

Theme:- Empowering Girls for a Brighter Tomorrow 

Objective: 

 To Generate awareness on the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) and create a positive environment 

around valuing the girl child. 

 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP): 

 BBBP Scheme is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% financial assistance for District level component and 

the fund are directly released to the DC/DM‘s account for smooth operation of the Scheme. 

 BBBP is a comprehensive programme to address the declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) and related issues of 

empowerment of women over a life-cycle continuum 

 The Child Sex Ratio (CSR), defined as number of girls per 1000 boys in the age group of 0-6 years. 

 The specific objectives of the scheme include preventing gender biased sex selective elimination; ensuring 

survival and protection of the girl child and ensuring education and participation of the girl child. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- PIB 

 

Sedition and its discontents [ Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventionsfor development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Section 124 A : 

 Section 124-A deals with the offence of sedition. 

 The term sedition covers speech or writing, or any form of visible representation, which brings the 

government into hatred or contempt, or excites disaffection towards the government, or attempts to do so. 

  It is punishable with three years in prison or a life term. 

 ―Disaffection‖, it says, includes disloyalty and feelings of enmity. 

 However, it also says expressing disapproval of government measures or actions, with a view to getting them 

changed by lawful means, without promoting hatred or disaffection or contempt towards the government will 

not come under this section. 

Origin: 

 The concept of sedition was introduced in the penal code in 1870 

 It was a colonial law directed against strong criticism of the British administration. 

 Its most famous victims included Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi called it ―the prince 

among the political sections of the IPC designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen‖. 

 

Constitutional validity: 

 Two high courts had found it unconstitutional after Independence, as it violated the freedom of speech and 

expression. 

 The Constitution was amended to include ‗public order‘ as one of the ‗reasonable restrictions‘ on which free 

speech could be abridged by law. 
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 Thereafter, the Supreme Court, in Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar (1962) upheld the validity of Section 

124-A 

 

Controversy Now: 

 In recent times, the resort to this section is seen as disturbingly frequent. Activists, cartoonists and 

intellectuals have been arrested under this section, drawing criticism from liberals that it is being used to 

suppress dissent and silence critics. 

 Authorities and the police who invoke this section defend the measure as a necessary step to prevent public 

disorder and anti-national activities.  

 Jawaharlal Nehru University students and activists, Assamese scholar Hiren Gohain and Manipur journalist 

Kishorchandra Wangkhem are prominent among those booked in recent days. Wangkhem has also been 

detained under the National Security Act. 

 

Criticism: 

 Liberals and rights activists have been demanding the scrapping of Section 124A from the statute books, 

arguing that it has no place in a democracy and that it is being invoked even in cases where there is no 

incitement to violence or tendency to create public disorder. 

 It is argued that the provision is ―overbroad‖, i.e., it defines the offence in wide terms threatening the liberty 

of citizens. 

 The Law Commission released a consultation paper in the year 2018 calling for a reconsideration of the 

section. 

 It has pointed out that Britain abolished it more than a decade ago and raised the question whether a provision 

introduced by the British to put down the freedom struggle should continue to be law in India. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

SC upholds bankruptcy code, cites improved financial flows 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Supreme Court on Friday upheld the constitutionality of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), saying 

the law sends a clear message that India is no longer ―the defaulter‘s paradise.‖ 

 

More about the news: 

 The court noted that IBC has witnessed an improvement in the total flow of resources to the commercial 

sector, both bank and non-bank, and domestic and foreign (relatable to the non-food sector), has gone up from 

a total of Rs14,530.47 crore in 2016-2017 to Rs 18,469.25 crore in 2017- 2018 to Rs 18,798.20 crore in the 

first six months of 2018-2019. 

 The court upheld certain relaxations given to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) under Section 

29A of the Code. It the MSME form the ―bedrock of our economy‖ and stringent restrictions through the IBC 

would adversely affect them. That is, instead of resolving crisis, it would lead to the untimely liquidation of 

MSMEs. 

 The court said the relaxation for MSMEs is proof that the legislature is alive to the anomalies within the Code 

and is taking steps to rectify them. 
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                                                                                                                                                               Source:- The Hindu 

 

Removing the roots of farmers‘ distress [ Editorial / Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 Recently, there has been active discussion on the strategies addressing farm distress.  

 There are media reports that the ‗interim Budget‘ may focus on the farm sector among other things. 

 

Agrarian Distress: 

Price and Income 

● Agrarian distress is mainly a result of low agricultural prices and poor farm incomes. 

● Low productivity in agriculture and related supply-side factors are the major concerns. 

● The CPI shows that the rise in prices for agriculture was much lower than general inflation in recent 

years. 

● Market prices for several agricultural commodities have been lower than those of minimum support 

prices (MSP). 

 

Lower Productivity: 

 Low productivity in agriculture (due to declining average size of farm holdings) and related supply side 

factors are equally distressing for farmers. 

 More than 60% of irrigation water is consumed by two crops: rice and sugarcane. India uses upto three times 

the water used to produce one tonne of grain in countries such as Brazil, China and the U.S. 

 Land Size: 

 The average size of farm holdings declined from 2.3 hectares in 1970-71 to 1.08 hectares in 

2015-16. 

  The share of small and marginal farmers increased from 70% in 1980-81 to 86% in 2015-16 

 

Solutions: 

Price and Income: 

 When output increases well beyond the market demand, market prices decline. Hence, it is the success in 

increasing production that has resulted in this adverse consequence. 

 ‗Price deficiency compensation‘ is an income support scheme (eg. Rythu Bandhu Scheme of Telangana and 

KALIA scheme of Odisha) which amounts to paying the difference between market price and the MSP. 

 One more method is the ‗open procurement system‘ as followed in the case of rice and wheat, where 

procurement is open ended at the MSP. 

 A third option is ‗limited procurement‘. Under this scheme, government will procure the ‗excess‘ not all the 

produce, leaving the normal production to enter the market at a remunerative price. Thus, procurement will 

continue until the market price rises to touch the MSP. 

 The government can sell the procured grain in later years or use them in welfare programmes. 
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Low Productivity: 

 Technology can help to reduce lacunae in productivity and ‗yield gaps‘ in agriculture. 

 Water-use efficiency can be improved significantly with better use of technologies that include drip irrigation. 

 Government policies have been biased towards cereals particularly rice and wheat. There is a need to make a 

shift from rice and wheat-centric policies to millets, pulses, fruits, vegetables, livestock and fish. 

 

Land Size: 

 In the context of rural poverty, B.S. Minhas had argued even in the 1970s that compulsory consolidation of 

land holdings alongside land development activities could enhance the incomes/livelihoods of the poor in 

rural areas. 

 Fragmentation of land could be addressed by policies that promote compulsory consolidation of land holdings 

alongside land development activities. 

 Farmers can voluntarily come together and pool land to gain the benefits of size. Through consolidation, 

farmers can reap the economies of scale both in input procurement and output marketing. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Farmers‘ distress is due to low prices and low productivity. Limited procurement, measures to improve low 

productivity, and consolidation of land holdings to gain the benefits of size, can help in reducing agrarian 

distress. We need a long-term policy to tackle the situation. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source;- The Hindu 

 

Why no experts on RTI panels, asks SC 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on 29 Jan 2019, asked why Right to Information bodies, especially the apex forum of 

Central Information Commission (CIC), were almost completely manned by bureaucrats. 

 

More about the news: 

 The bench demanded to know why the government was only appointing bureaucrats as information 

commissioner's when the law permits it to pick up experts in a myriad fields such as law, technology, 

journalism, etc 

 Justice A.K. Sikri, who led a Bench comprising Justice S. Abdul Nazeer, pointed out that the Right to 

Information Act of 2005 mandates that people with a range of experience and from various fields should serve 

as information commissioners. 

 Justice Sikri pointed out that out of 280 applications received for the post of information commissioners at the 

CIC recently, 14 were shortlisted, and they were almost all bureaucrats. 

 

Central Information Commission (CIC): 

 

 CIC was established in 2005 by Central Government under provisions of Right to Information (RTI) Act 

(2005). 

 The Chief Information Commissioner heads the Central Information Commission. 

 The general superintendence, direction and management of affairs of Commission are vested in Chief 

Information Commissioner who is assisted by Information Commissioners. 

 CIC hears appeals from information-seekers who have not been satisfied by the public authority, and also 

addresses major issues concerning the RTI Act. 

 CIC submits annual report to Union government on the implementation of the provisions of RTI Act. 

 The central government inturn places this report before each house of Parliament. 

 The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners are appointed by the President on the 
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recommendation of a committee consisting of – The Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the 

committee; the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the 

Prime Minister. 

 

Powers and Functions: 

 

 It can order inquiry into any matter if there are reasonable grounds. 

 It can secure compliance of its decisions from the public authority. 

 It can recommend steps to be taken for promoting such conformity, if public authority does not conform to 

provisions of RTI Act. 

 It receives and inquires into a complaint from 

 It examines any record which is under control of the public authority and which may be withheld from it on 

any grounds during the enquiry. While inquiring, it has powers of civil court 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          Source:- The Hindu 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Is ‗compromise‘ the route that one stop centres should choose? 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 More than 1,90,000 victims across the country have accessed the One Stop Center(OSC) centres, sponsored 

by the Centre under the Nirbhaya fund. 

 

More about the news: 

 So far, 234 OSCs have been set up and 485 more are in the pipeline to cover all 719 districts in the country.  

 According to government data shared before Parliament, more than 1,90,000 women across the country have 

accessed these centres. 

 

One Stop Center (or) Sakhi center: 

 OSC, or Sakhi centre, is a scheme sponsored fully by the Central government under the Nirbhaya fund set up 

for safety of women after the gang rape of a paramedical student in December 2012 in New Delhi. 

 The scheme envisages an OSC for medical, legal, psychological and police help for victims of gender-based 

abuse such as sexual assault or domestic violence. 

 

Objective: 

 To provide integrated support and assistance to women affected by violence, both in private and public spaces 

under one roof.  

 To facilitate immediate, emergency and non-emergency access to a range of services including medical, legal, 

psychological and counselling support under one roof to fight against any forms of violence against women.  

 

Target Group: 

 The OSC will support all women including girls below 18 years of age affected by violence, irrespective of 

caste, class, religion, region, sexual orientation or marital status.  

 For girls below 18 years of age, institutions and authorities established under Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act, 2000 and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 will be 

linked with the OSC.  

 

Services Offered: 

 Emergency Response and Rescue Services 

 Medical assistance 

 Assistance to women in lodging FIR /NCR/DIR 
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 Psycho - social support/ counseling 

 Legal aid and counseling 

 Shelter 

 Video Conferencing Facility - To facilitate speedy and hassle free police and court proceedings the OSC will 

provide video conferencing facility (through Skype, Google Conferencing etc.). 
Source:- The Hindu 

  

Why isolation of indigenous groups is crucial today  [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 The Sentinelese people are probably the most isolated of the world‘s remaining remote tribes, and they are 

keen to stay that way. 

 They shoot arrows to warn off anyone who approaches their island, and attack those, like Chau, who ignore 

their warnings. 

 

Indigenous Community: 

 Indigenous communities‘ combined share of the world population is now at just 4.5% 

 Indigenous tribes show aggression to outsiders mainly because they associate outsiders with violence and 

infectious diseases like small pox leading to their depopulation during colonization time 

 Colonial excesses had reduced aboriginal population in Andaman islands from more than 25 tribes to just four 

tribes 

 After decolonization period, many independent countries made ―no contact policy‖ for indigenous tribes 

respecting their right to their ancestral land and maintaining seclusion 

 But encroachment continues for forest lands and produces for nations economic growth 

 In Brazil, three-quarters of the indigenous societies that opened up to the outside world have become extinct, 

with the rest suffering catastrophic population declines. 

 Indigenous tribes are facing steep decline in population mainly on account of inbreeding phenomena but 

outside contact would make it much worse 

 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples provides universal framework of minimum 

standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of indigenous people 

 

Importance of safeguarding Indigenous People: 

 Indigenous tribes have good understanding of and show reverence for nature 

 Indigenous people are an essential element of cultural diversity and ecological harmony 

 As the world‘s environmental sentinels, safeguarding 80% of global diversity and playing a critical role in 

climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

 When the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami struck, more than a quarter-million people died across 14 

countries, but the two isolated Andaman tribes, which rely on traditional warning systems, suffered no known 

casualties. 

 Acts as hub of biological treasure for scientists seeking to reconstruct evolutionary and migration histories 

 

 

Way forward: 

 Indigenous tribal people are essential element in cultural diversity and ecological harmony and they should be 

allowed to live peacefully on their ancestral land that they preserved and honored for centuries. 
Source:- Livemint 
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Rajasthan, Bihar join hands to eradicate child labour 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 Rajasthan government officials, industry representatives and civil society in Jaipur launched a Child Labour 

Free Jaipur (CLFJ), an initiative to end child labour in the city.  

 The governments of Rajasthan and Bihar will take joint action to stop trafficking of children from various 

towns of Bihar to the workshops and home-based production units in Jaipur. 

 

More about the initiative: 

 Government organisations, the Juvenile Justice Committee, the Child Welfare Committee, district child 

labour task force and non-government organisations (NGOs) have collaborated for the initiative. 

 The initiative will also engage local communities to build resistance and raise awareness through hoardings, 

bus shelters, street performances and school presentations, requesting the public to call the helpline for 

children. 

Aim:  

 Eradicate  child labour  

 To rehabilitate the rescued children 

 Undertake collective action to promote child labour-free goods and stop trafficking of children. 

 Goal of making Jaipur the safest place. 

 

Background: 

 A study conducted by Praxis India, a development support organization, indicates that 80% of the children, 

employed in workshops in Jaipur, are trafficked from Bihar. 

 As per 2011 Census, Rajasthan has third largest number of child workers (below 14 years) and Jaipur has 

maximum concentration of these workers. 

 Between 2014–2016 period, 8% of rescued children were aged 6-9, while 55% of them were 10-14 years of 

age. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

36 years on, devadasi custom still prevalent 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 More than thirty-six years after the Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act of 1982 was passed, 

the State government is yet to issue the rules for administering the law. 

 Two new studies on the devadasi practice by the National Law School of India University (NLSIU), 

Bengaluru, and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) in Mumbai,  

 Paint a grim picture of the apathetic approach of the legislature and enforcement agencies to crack down on 

the practice, particularly prevalent among oppressed communities of north Karnataka. 

 

Key findings of the study: 

 The new study reveals that, special children, with physical or mental disabilities, are more vulnerable to be 

dedicated as devadasis  

 The study also noted that, nearly one in five (or 19%) of the devadasis that were part of the NLSIU study 

exhibited such disabilities. 

 Girls from socio-economically marginalised communities continued to be victims of the custom, and 

thereafter were forced into the commercial sex racket. 

 The TISS study buttresses the point by stressing that the devadasi system continues to receive customary 

sanction from families and communities. 

 Reporting of cases pertaining to the custom under the Karnataka law is very low, with only four cases filed 

between 2011 and 2017. 
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  The law is used sparingly, and focuses on prosecution (including of the victims themselves) with no 

framework for rehabilitation. 

 

Issue - legal Framework: 

 Despite sufficient evidence of the prevalence of the practice and its link to sexual exploitation, recent 

legislations such as the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act 2012, and Juvenile Justice 

(JJ) Act of 2015 have not made any reference to it as a form of sexual exploitation of children 

 Dedicated children are also not explicitly recognised as children in need of care and protection under JJ Act, 

despite the involvement of family and relatives in their sexual exploitation. 

  India‘s extant immoral trafficking prevention law or the proposed Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, 

Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill 2018, also do not recognise these dedicated girls as victims of trafficking 

for sexual purposes 

 

Devadasi: 

 Devadasi or Devaradiyar means ―servant of God‖ 

 Devadasi system is a religious practice mostly in parts of southern India, whereby parents marry a 

daughter to a deity or a temple. 

 The tradition of Devadasi culture can be traced back to as early as the 7th century, particularly in 

southern parts of India during the reigns of the Cholas, Cheras, and Pandyas. They were well treated and 

respected, and held a high social status in the society. It was common for them to be invited to be 

present at or initiate sacred religious rituals. As long as the temples and empires flourished, so did they. 

 The marriage usually occurred before the girl reached puberty and required the girl to become a 

prostitute for upper-caste community members. Such girls are known as jogini. 

 They are forbidden to enter into a real marriage. 

 It is found in all parts of India, but was more prevalent in the south. In some parts of Maharashtra and 

Karnataka it is still prevalent and has become a source of exploitation of lower castes. The custom has 

also spread to neighbouring Goa. 

 

Way forward: 

 The states have to ensure a more inclusive socio-economic development. NLSUI has also mooted a legislative 

overhaul and a more pro-active role from State agencies to curb the Devadasi system. Providing these 

communities with basic education and making them economically empowered, along with sensitisation, 

would be the ideal way forward. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

From July, quota to be introduced in higher education across all private institutions: 

Govt 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for theprotection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 Ministry of Human Resources proposed 10% upper caste quota and increase around 25 percent seats in 

higher educational institutions and universities across the country. 

More about the news: 

 The quota will be applicable to all higher education institutions – private and government - 25 percent 

seats will ensure that the reservation does not disturb the existing quota for SC, ST and other 

categories. 

 According to HRD Ministry, the existing quota for the SC/ST and OBC will not be affected by the 

implementation of the new quota bill. 

 Institutions run by the Centre will have to increase their student strength by almost 25 per cent in order 

to accommodate the EWS reservation. 
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 Currently, it is not mandatory under a central law to provide reservation to students in Private 

institutions. 

 All states except, Rajasthan and West Bengal made it mandatory to provide reservation to SC/ST and 

OBC candidates in technical institutes and colleges 

 To provide mandatory reservation in Private institution, the central and state government will have to 

pass a law. 

 Minority educational institutions will not be bound to reserve seats for the economically backward 
 Source:- Indian Express 

 

‗Slump in numeracy skills of rural Class VIII students‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018, shows that more than half of Class VIII students 

cannot correctly solve a numerical division problem and more than a quarter of them cannot read a primary 

level text. 

 The ASER survey covered almost 5.5 lakh children between the ages of 3 and 16 in 596 rural districts across 

the country.  

 

Key findings of the Study: 

 In an encouraging trend, it found that enrolment is increasing and the percentage of children under 14 who are 

out of school is less than 4%. 

 The gender gap is also shrinking, even within the older cohort of 15-and-16-year-olds. Only 13.6% of girls of 

that age are out of school, the first time that the figure has dropped below the 15% mark. 

 

 

  
 

Concern: 

 In 2008, 84.8% of Class VIII students could read a text meant for Class II; by 2014, only 74.6% could do so, 

and by 2018, that percentage had fallen further to 72.8%. 

 Four years ago, 44.1% of students in Class VIII could correctly divide a three digit number by a single digit 

number; in 2018, that figure had fallen slightly to 43.9%. 

 At the Class III level, where there has been gradual improvement since 2014. However, even in 2018, less 

than 30% of students in Class III are actually at their grade level, that is, able to read a Class II text and do 

double digit subtraction. 

 These overall percentages also camouflage wide differences in skill level between States, or even between 

students in a single classroom. 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 67 
 

 In government schools in Uttar Pradesh, however, a quarter of students cannot recognise letters yet, while 

another 37% can recognise letters, but not read words. Urgent and immediate help is needed if these students 

are not to be left behind. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Tobacco companies are targeting children: study 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 A report Titled ‗Tiny Targets‘, released on 16 January said that tobacco companies in India are systematically 

targeting children as young as eight by selling tobacco products and placing tobacco advertisements near 

schools. 

 These tactics, happening all over the country, clearly violate the Section 5 and 6 of Cigarettes & Other 

Tobacco Products Act, 2003. 

 

Key Findings of the Report: 

 Consumer Voice and Voluntary Health Association of India -- undertook a study in 20 cities across six states 

in India. 

 To gather evidence regarding tobacco products being sold around educational institutions in violation of the 

law, two groups working in the area of tobacco control 

 The study was conducted to determine the extent of tobacco products being marketed and sold around schools 

in India. 

 The study said, despite the prohibition on sales of tobacco products near educational institutions, numerous 

shops/vendors/points of sale sell and advertise tobacco products around schools. 
 Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cut red meat, sugar by 50%: Lancet‘s diet plan for the world 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

Context: 

 A recent Lancet report by EAT-Lancet Commission has provided a nutritious and sustainable diet plan 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 According to the report, over the past 50 years, dominant diets have become nutritionally suboptimal, which 

calls for a global transformation of the food system. 

 The study has recommended a diet plan which could potentially avert between 10.9 million and 11.6 million 

premature deaths globally per year, reducing adult deaths by 19-23.6%. 

 The Commission recommended that the average adult, whose daily requirement is about 2,500 calories, must 

strive to source around 800 calories from whole grain, 204 calories from fruits and vegetables, and not more 

than 30 calories from red meat. 

 It also suggested that the ideal diet should have no ―added sugar‖ or unhealthy saturated fats 
 Source:- The Hindu 

 

Triple drug therapy for lymphatic filariasis launched 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, and Human Resources. 

Context: 

 Maharashtra is all set to roll out the World Health Organization (WHO)-recommended triple-drug therapy for 

lymphatic filariasis to speed up elimination of the disease.  

 A pilot project to administer triple drug therapy with the long term aim of eradicating lymphatic filariasis was 

launched in the Nagpur city on 20 January 2019. 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 68 
 

 Nagpur is one of the five districts in the country and only one in Maharashtra where this triple drug therapy 

campaign is being launched. 

 

Lymphatic filariasis: 

 Lymphatic filariasis, commonly known as elephantiasis, is a neglected tropical disease.  

 Infection occurs when filarial parasites are transmitted to humans through mosquitoes.  

 Infection is usually acquired in childhood causing hidden damage to the lymphatic system. 

 The painful and profoundly disfiguring visible manifestations of the disease, lymphoedema, elephantiasis and 

scrotal swelling occur later in life and can lead to permanent disability.  

 These patients are not only physically disabled, but suffer mental, social and financial losses contributing to 

stigma and poverty. 

 

Causes and Transmission: 

 Lymphatic filariasis is caused by infection with parasites classified as nematodes (roundworms) of the family 

Filariodidea. There are 3 types of these thread-like filarial worms: 

 Wuchereria bancrofti,  

 Brugia malayi,  

 Brugia timori. 

 Mosquitoes are infected with microfilariae by ingesting blood when biting an infected host.  

 Microfilariae mature into infective larvae within the mosquito. When infected mosquitoes bite people, mature 

parasite larvae are deposited on the skin from where they can enter the body.  

 

 

WHO - Programmes: 

1. WHO launched its Global Programme to Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis (GPELF) in 2000. 

2. In 2012, the WHO neglected tropical diseases roadmap reconfirmed the target date for achieving 

elimination by 2020. 

3. WHO‘s strategy is based on 2 key components: 

4. stopping the spread of infection through large-scale annual treatment of all eligible people in an area or 

region where infection is present; and 

5. Alleviating the suffering caused by lymphatic filariasis through provision of the recommended basic 

package of care. 

 

India‘s Response: 

 Over 40% of worldwide cases are found in India 

 National Filaria Control Programme (NFCP) was launched in the country in 1955 

 Objective of delimiting the problem, to undertake control measures in endemic areas and to train personnel to 

man the programme. 

 

Objective: 

 To carry out surveys in different parts of the state where the problem was known to exist in order to determine 

the extent of prevalence, types of infection and their vectors. 

 To undertake large scale pilot studies to evaluate the known methods of filariasis control in selected areas in 

different parts of states. 

 To train professional and ancillary personnel required for the programme. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

South and east India offer more jobs for women 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 
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 Women in regular non-farm jobs account for less than a fifth of the regular workforce 

 In the south and in several parts of the east, the shares of women in regular non-farm jobs are significantly 

higher. 

 

More about the news: 

 In fact, the share of women workers in regular jobs has grown marginally over the past decade. 

 Nonetheless, women‘s overall participation rates in India‘s labour market have remained low compared to 

the rest of the world for the past two decades. 

 

Datas and Facts: 

 The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) in 2011-12 indeed showed a sharp drop in the female 

labour force participation rate compared with the mid-2000s. 

 According to ILO estimates, female labour force participation rate (FLPR) has decreased from 

33.8% in 2000 to 27.3% 2015.  

 ILO further projects that FLPR is expected to reach 24% by 2030. 

 

Female workforce in Farm Sector: 

 According to the NSSO data (2011-12) the sharp drop in the female labour force participation rate compared 

with the mid-2000s has been largely concentrated in rural parts of the country, driven by agriculture. 

 The decline in female agricultural labour force was caused by an improvement in rural wages and living 

conditions 

 

Female Workforce in Non- Farm Sector: 

 Women in regular non-farm jobs account for less than one fifth (19%) of the regular workforce and less than 

one-tenth (9%) of the overall workforce. 

 There is regional disparity in female labour force participation rate across India with south and eastern India 

engaging more women in non-farm sectors than North and western India 

 Among states, Manipur (33.3%), Mizoram (33%), and Meghalaya (31.7%) have the highest share of women 

in regular non-farm jobs. Among large states (with 10 million plus population), Tamil Nadu (25%), Karnataka 

(24.5%) and Andhra Pradesh (23.8%) have more women in regular non-farm jobs than others. 

 Across different sectors, education and healthcare employ the majority of women workers. 
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Causes for low female labour force: 

 A major reason for share of women in workforce being low is the relatively small size of India‘s 

manufacturing sector. 

 In a patriarchal society like India, cultural norms and stigmas attached to women working outside and 

participating in economic activities are rampant and impedes women from working. 

 Women disproportionately borne the burden of domestic responsibilities and this impedes women from 

working outside. 

 Due to rising household income in both rural and urban India, the financial necessity of women to engage in 

outside work has dropped. 
                                                                                                                                                          Source:- Livemint 

Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Protsahan Yojana Achieves one crore Milestone 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY), the flagship scheme of the Central Government for 

employment generation has crossed the milestone of one crore beneficiaries as on January 14, 2019. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY): 

 PMRPY was announced on August 07, 2016 and is being implemented by Ministry of Labour and 

Employment through the Employees‘ Provident Fund Organization (EPFO). 

 The PMRPY Scheme aims to incentivise employers for employment generation by the Government paying 

the employers' EPS contribution of 8.33%, for the new employees, for the first three years of their 

employment and is proposed to be made applicable for unemployed persons that are semi-skilled and 

unskilled. 

Objective: 

 The Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY) is a scheme to incentivise employers registered with 

the Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) for job creation by the Government paying the 8.33% 

contribution of employers to the Employee Pension Scheme (EPS) in respect of new employees having a 

new Universal Account Number (UAN). For the textile (apparel) sector, the Government will also be paying 

the 3.67% Employees Provident Fund (EPF) contribution of the eligible employer for these new employees. 
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Benefits: 

 The employer is incentivised for increasing the employment base of workers in the establishment 

 A large number of workers will find jobs in such establishments. A direct benefit is that these workers will 

have access to social security benefits of the organized sector. 
 Source:- PIB 

 

The view from the outside: on India human rights record [ Editorial / Opinion] 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance. 

Context: 

 India, world‘s largest democracy, is embarking on an increasingly significant role in the world supported by 

its economic and military power. 

 In India, there is a blind spot in relation to rights and the intersection with foreign relations and policy 

discussions, and ignoring its human rights record. 

 

Track record on Human Rights: 

 Concerns raised by activists, academics and human rights organisations about deteriorating climate in relation 

to human rights. 

 In January 2019, four UN Special Rapporteurs mandated to report on summary executions, torture, freedom of 

religion, and the situation of human rights defenders issued a statement drawing attention to ―extrajudicial‖ 

killings in Uttar Pradesh. 

 UN experts highlighted the ―patterns of events‖, including arrest, detention and torture prior to encounter of 

59 individuals since March 2017. 

 A total of 26 critical statements have been issued by the UN since 2010 and 9 were issued in 2018, highest 

number of negative statements on India in the period. 

 The issues raised by UN includes:  

 Assam National Register of Citizens process,  

 online hate speech,  

 the killing of Gauri Lankesh,  

 jailing of human rights activists,  

 deportation of Rohingya refugees, and 

 excessive police response to protests. 

 The above said statements indicate a few things. 

 First, there has been enhanced scrutiny by international experts of the deteriorating human rights 

environment in India, particularly in 2018. 

 Second, the magnification of domestic rights violations in the international sphere is inevitable. 

 Third, the metric of human rights and compliance with international law cannot be dismissed. 

 

Way forward: 

 India‘s record of upholding human rights is abysmal; it must do better. The primary consideration should be 

the welfare and rights of individuals within the purview of the state.  

 The secondary consideration should be perception and the place that India wants for itself in terms of stature 

and prestige.   

 From both perspectives, the respect of the rights of individuals must be non-negotiable. 
 Source:- The Hindu 
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SC issues contempt notices to RBI 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms 

and institutions 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on 25 Jan 2019 issued contempt notices to the RBI for for alleged violation of a judgment 

passed by the Court in 2015. 

 The RBI failing to reveal under the Right to Information Act intelligence received on loan defaulters and 

details of action taken against banks in connection with fraud.  

 

Background: 

 Over three years ago, the Supreme Court in Reserve Bank of India v. Jayantilal N Mistry, had directed the 

disclosure of information sought for under the Right to Information Act (RTI Act) relating to individual banks 

regulated and supervised by the RBI. 

 Then, in 2016, the RBI issued a Disclosure Policy, as per which its Public Information Officers (PIOs) were 

directed not to disclose information, even the kind of information directed to be disclosed by the Court in 

2015. 

Issue: 

 Petitions filed in the supreme court alleged that, instead of sharing information, the RBI has brought in policy 

changes that allow withholding of most information.  

 The petitioner alop added, the RBI has failed to abide by the court‘s three-year old order.  

 Further, it is claimed that the Policy in question is also in violation of the provisions of the RTI Act, as it 

instructs the RBI‘s PIOs not to furnish the information. 

 

Right To Information Act : 

 

 Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. 

 It is an initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 

and Pensions to provide a– RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens for quick search of information on the details 

of first Appellate Authorities,PIOs etc.  

 

 

Objective: 

 

 The basic object of the Right to Information Act is to empower the citizens,promote transparency and 

accountability in the working of the Government,contain corruption, and make our democracy work for the 

people in real sense. 

 It goes without saying that an informed citizen is better equipped to keep necessary vigil on the instruments of 

governance and make the government more accountable to the governed. 

 The Act is a big step towards making the citizens informed about the activities of the Government. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- Economic Times 

 

Patients urge adoption of rights charter 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA), a national platform working on health and healthcare services, urged the 

Ministry of Health to immediately implement the Charter of Patients‘ Rights and ensure the inclusion of the 

entire range of patients‘ rights without any dilution. 
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Background: 

 In August 2018, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced its plans to implement this Charter, 

which was placed in the public domain for inviting comments up to 30th September, 2018. 

  Although nearly 4 months have elapsed since this declaration of intent, there seems to have been no further 

progress on finalisation and adoption of the charter. 

 

Need Charter of Patients‘ Rights: 

 There is no consolidated uniform document on patients‘ rights that can be followed by all states uniformly. 

 Some states have adopted National Clinical Establishments Act, 2010 and certain others have enacted their 

own State-level legislations to regulate hospitals. 

 Right to non-discrimination in medical treatment is important right. Every patient has right to receive 

treatment without any discrimination based on his or her illnesses or conditions, including HIV status or other 

health condition, religion, caste, ethnicity or sexual orientation. 

 

Draft Charter of patients rights: 

 Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has released draft Charter of Patients‘ Rights prepared 

by National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 

 The draft charter is inspired by international charters and is guided by national level provisions with 

objective of consolidating comprehensive document on patients‘ rights in India. 

 It provides patients with right to emergency medical care and informed consent, right to non-

discrimination, seek a second opinion and choose alternative treatment options, if available. 

 It also includes 17 rights with description and draws upon all relevant provisions. 

 Ministry plans to implement the Charter of Patients‘ Rights through State governments for provision 

of proper health care by clinical establishments 

 This charter is expected to act as guidance document for Union Government and State Governments 

to formulate concrete mechanisms so that Patients‘ Rights are given adequate protection and 

operational mechanisms are set up to make these rights functional and enforceable by law. 

                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

The lowdown on zearalenone in cereals [ Explain /Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues related to Health 

Context: 

 A Journal of Food Science study detected zearalenone in wheat, rice, corn and oats from markets in Uttar 

Pradesh.  

 The study, by researchers from Lucknow‘s Indian Institute of Toxicology Research (IITR), found the 

substance in 70 of the 117 samples tested.  

 

Zearalenone: 

 Zearalenone is a fungal toxin infesting cereals such as wheat, maize and barley.  

 It attacks crops while they are growing, but can also develop when cereals are stored without being dried 

fully.  

 

How did it come about? 

 Fungal toxins are commonly found in food, and can be a public health concern. India regulates the levels of 

some of these, including aflatoxin, deoxynivalenol, ergot and patulin. The first three infest cereals, while 

patulin is found in apples. Each of these toxins has been associated with disease outbreaks. 

 For example, in 1974, a hepatitis outbreak in Rajasthan and Gujarat, which made 398 people sick and killed 

106, was linked to aflatoxin in maize. Meanwhile, chronic aflatoxin consumption has been shown to cause 

liver cancer 

 Given this, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classifies aflatoxin as a Group 1 

carcinogen, meaning there is enough evidence for its carcinogenicity. 
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 In zearalenone case, there is no strong evidence of toxicity in humans so far, though several research groups 

are investigating. As a result, the IARC classifies it as a Group 3 carcinogen, which means evidence is not 

sufficient for an evaluation yet. 

 

Concerns: 

 Zearalenone behaves like oestrogen, the female sex hormone, and could cause endocrine disturbances in 

humans. 

 Its nasty effects in animals, such as pigs, are documented. When fed with mouldy corn, pigs develop inflamed 

vaginas, infertility and other symptoms. 

 This is why countries like Brazil regulate zearalenone levels in animal feed. In humans, the data are fuzzier. 

 Some experiments suggest its ill-effects: 

 when oestrogen-sensitive breast cancer cells were exposed to the chemical in a lab, they proliferated.  

 In 2014, a Tunisian case-control study found a correlation between a zearalenone metabolite in urine and 

breast-cancer risk in women. 

 

Whats Next? 

 More data are needed from cereals in other States, and from other storage conditions, before India decides to 

set limits. 

 Since zearalenone favours cool climates, such contamination could be limited to a few States.  

 Also, strong epidemiological data linking human zearalenone levels with diseases such as breast cancer are 

important.  

 The latest findings are an excellent starting point, since nothing was known about the chemical in India so far. 

It is time to build upon it. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

Odisha govt. transfers funds to sharecroppers under new scheme 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 Odisha chief minister Naveen Patnaik on Friday rolled out transfer of funds to small and marginal farmers and 

landless sharecroppers under the Krushak Assistant for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) 

scheme. 

 Under the Rs 10,180 crore livelihood support and insurance scheme, a sum of Rs 5000 transferred to bank 

accounts of over 12.4 lakh farmers in the State. 

 Around 30.17 lakh small and marginal farmers would get Rs 25000 as farm assistance over five agricultural 

seasons for purchase of inputs like seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, labour charges.  

 Besides, each landless agricultural households would get one-time assistance of Rs.12,500 for agricultural 

allied activities like livestock, fishery and horticulture-based activities towards livelihood supports in three 

phases  

 

KALIA scheme: 

 KALIA scheme stands for "Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation". 

 The Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme would benefit about 

92% of the farmers in the state and the government has earmarked Rs 10,180 crore for the plan in 3 years. 

 Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme has been initiated by the 

State Government to provide financial assistance for farmers before the commencement of the sowing season. 

 

Who is eligible under the scheme: 

 Small and Marginal Farmers are eligible to get benefit under support to cultivators for cultivation. 

 Landless agricultural households are eligible to get livelihood support under the scheme. 
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 Vulnerable agricultural household covering vulnerable cultivators/landless agricultural labourers are eligible 

to get financial assistance under the KALIA scheme.  

 Life Insurance Support to cultivators and Landless agricultural labourers as well as the interest free crop loan 

component are meant for all category of beneficiary under KALIA scheme. 

 

 

 

 

Key features of the Scheme: 

 

  
 Assistance for cultivation: Financial assistance of Rs 25,000 per farm family over five seasons will be 

provided to small and marginal farmers so that farmers can purchase inputs like seeds, fertilizers, pesticides 

and use assistance towards labour and other investments from 2018-19 to 2021-22. 

 Assistance for Livelihood: Financial Assistance of Rs 12,500 will be provided to each landless Agricultural 

Household for agriculture allied activities like for small goat rearing unit, mini-layer unit, duckery units, 

fishery kits for fisherman, mushroom cultivation and bee-keeping, etc. 

 Assistance for vulnerable agricultural household: Vulnerable cultivators and landless agricultural labourers 

will get financial assistance of Rs 10,000 per family per year to enable them to take care of their sustenance.  

 The vulnerable cultivator and landless agricultural labourers those who are in old age, having disability 

or disease and are vulnerable for any other reason. 

 Life insurance for cultivators & landless agricultural labourers: Life insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh at a 

very nominal premium of Rs 330/ will be provided to all savings bank account holder of age between 18-50 

years.  

 Odisha government will bear farmers‘ share of the annual premium of Rs 165. Personal accident cover of Rs 2 

lakh at a very nominal annual premium of Rs 12 for all savings bank account holder aged between 18-50 

years. 

 Out of Rs 12 towards premium, Rs 6 is the farmers‘ share, which will be borne by the state government. A 

beneficiary whose age is between 51-70 years, the entire amount of Rs 12 towards annual premium will be 

borne by the government. 

 Interest-free crop loan: Vulnerable landless labourers, cultivators and agricultural families identified by 

Gram Panchayats will be provided with crop loans up to Rs 50,000 made available at 0% interest. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

Seven northeastern States lag behind in toilets for schoolgirls 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 Only one-third of schools had usable washrooms in 2018, says ASER report 
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Key Findings: 

 As per the data analysed from the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018, average of 34.96% 

schools in the eight northeastern States had usable toilets for girls in 2018 compared to 36.66% in 2016. 

 With 75.7% schools – a marginal increase from 75% in 2016 – having usable toilets for girls. 

 

Performance of North East States: 

 Sikkim performed better than the national average of 66.4% last year. 

 Nagaland was the next best State with 47%, an increase from 40.9% in 2016, followed by Mizoram with the 

highest percentile increase from 25.3% to 34.9% in these two years. 

 The other five states performed poorly, the steepest drop for Assam being 38.3% from 54.2% in 2016. 

 Manipur had 9.1% schools having fewer usable toilets for girls, followed by Meghalaya (8.6%), Arunachal 

Pradesh (7.6%) and Tripura (7.3%). 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

 

Non-communicable diseases top killers: WHO 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 According to World Health Organization (WHO), non-communicable diseases (NCDs) continue to be one of 

major reasons for death worldwide. 

 

Highlights : 

 Non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, cancer and heart disease, are collectively responsible for over 

70% of all deaths worldwide. 

 15 million people die prematurely, aged between 30 and 69 due to NCDs 

 NCDs kill 8.5 million people each year in the South-East Asia Region 

 Cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases, diabetes and cancer are mainly caused by four 

modifiable behavioural risk factors: tobacco use, unhealthy diet, insufficient physical activity and harmful use 

of alcohol. 

 

Solutions: 

 K.K. Aggarwal, former president of the Indian Medical Association, said: ―A study conducted world-wide has 

noted that consuming fibre and whole grains can reduce health risks from non-communicable diseases such as 

heart disease. 

 The paper published in The Lancet indicates that eating fibre-rich foods reduces the incidence of coronary 

heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes and colorectal cancer by 16% to 24%. A higher fibre intake is also 

associated with lower bodyweight, systolic blood pressure and total cholesterol when compared with lower 

intake. 

 Doctors then recommend — eat less and enjoy your food by eating slowly, fill half your plate with fruits and 

vegetables, avoid oversized portions which causes weight gain, at least half of your grains should be whole 

grains, limit consumption of food high in trans fats. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

 

New Delhi superbug gene reaches the Arctic 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 In a significant find in the global spread of multi-drug resistant (MDR) bacteria, scientists have found a 

“superbug” gene — first detected in over a decade back — in one of the last ―pristine‖ places on Earth that is 

some 12,870 km away. 
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More about the news: 

 Soil samples taken in Svalbard - a Norwegian archipelago between mainland Norway and the North Pole - 

have now confirmed the spread of blaNDM-1 (New Delhi Metallo-beta-lactamase-1) into the High Arctic. 

 The enzyme that makes bacteria drug-resistant got 'New Delhi' in its name because it was first detected in a 

Swedish patient of Indian origin who travelled to India in 2008. 

 

NDM-1 drug: 

 This Antibiotic-Resistant Gene (ARG), originally found in Indian clinical settings, conditionally provides 

multi-drug resistance (MDR) in microorganisms, revealed the research team from UK's Newcastle 

University. 

 NDM-1 was first identified in New Delhi and coded by the resistant gene blaNDM-1. 

 Strains that carry blaNDM-1 were first found in clinical settings in 2008, but by 2010, blaNDM-1 was found 

on water surfaces in Delhi. 

 This gene gave bacteria resistant to a class of antibiotics known as Carbapenems, which doctors generally 

use as a last resort to treat bacterial infections. 

 Since then, the resistant gene has been found in over 100 countries, including new variants. 

 

blaNDM-1 found in the Arctic: 

 blaNDM-1 and other medically-important ARGs were found in Arctic soils that were likely to spread in the 

faecal matter of birds, other wildlife and human visitors to the area. 

 

Superbugs: 

 Superbugs are strains of bacteria that are resistant to several types of antibiotics. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

  

Rajasthan Zika strain is endemic to Asia, says new study 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health. 

Context: 

 According to a new study published in the journal Infection, Genetics and Evolution The Zika virus that 

infected 159 people in an outbreak in Rajasthan last year, could have been circulating in India for several 

years and is endemic to Asia. 

 

Key findings: 

 The finding that the outbreak was caused by an endemic virus is quite important 

 It suggests that people in the region may have been previously exposed to the virus, building herd immunity 

that may limit future outbreaks. 

 The Rajasthan Zika strain is not closely related to the Brazilian one. 

 It appears that the Indian strain has been around for a while…The Brazilian strain diverged more recently, 

 the phylogenetic analysis in the paper, along with previous research, suggests that the virus has been in Asia 

for ―at least 50 years‖. 

 While this is good news, because it implies that a portion of the population could be immune, it could also 

mean that Zika-related birth defects such as microcephaly were occurring even before the virus was first 

detected in India. 

 

Zika Virus: 

 Zika virus is the virus that causes the infection known as zika fever or zika virus disease. 

 The virus is a member of the Flaviviridae virus family and the genus Flavivirus. 

 It was named ‗zika‘ because the virus was isolated for the first time in the Zika Forest which is in Uganda. 

 The zika virus is related to the yellow fever, dengue, West Nile and the Japanese encephalitis viruses. 

 The zika virus, because it is a Flavivirus, is icosahedral and enveloped. It has a single-stranded and non-
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segmented, positive-sense RNA genome. It belongs to the Spondweni sero group. 
                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- The Hindu 

 

India, Pak. move towards release of civilian prisoners 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 India and Pakistan on Tuesday (January 1) exchanged their lists of nuclear installations, civilian prisoners and 

fishermen in the countries' custodies. 

 

India - Pakistan List of Nuclear installation: 

 The list of nuclear installations and facilities covered under the Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack 

Against Nuclear Installations between India and Pakistan exchanges it on January 1. 

 This was done under an agreement which was signed on Dec 31, 1988 and entered into force on Jan 27, 

1991 . 

 Which states that the two countries inform each other of nuclear installations and facilities to be covered 

under the Agreement on the first of January of every calendar year. 

 This is the twenty eighth consecutive exchange of such list between the two countries, the first one having 

taken place on Jan 01 1992. 

 

India - Pakistan list of civilian prisoners and fishermen: 

 The exchange of list of prisoners and fishermen between India and Pakistan, too, takes place on the first day 

of the year, every year 

 This is in keeping with the provisions of the 2008 Agreement under which such lists are exchanged on 1st 

January and 1st July, every year 

 India handed over lists of 249 Pakistan civilian prisoners and 98 fishermen in its custody to Pakistan 

 Pakistan has shared lists of 54 civilian prisoners and 483 fishermen in its custody, who are Indians or 

believed-to-be-Indians 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

China building ‗advanced‘ warships for Pak. 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 China is building the first of four ―most advanced‖ naval warships for Pakistan   

More about the news: 

 China as part of a major bilateral arms deal to ensure among other things ―balance of power‖ in the strategic 

Indian Ocean 

 The under-construction ship is a version of the Chinese Navy‘s most advanced guided missile frigate. 

 The ship‘s class is Type 054AP, which means it is based on the Type 054A of the People‘s Liberation Army 

(PLA) Navy. 

 Both countries also jointly manufacturing the JF-Thunder, a single engine multi-role combat aircraft. 

 

Naval Warship: 

 The warship ―will be one of the largest and technologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy and 

strengthen the country‘s capability to respond to future challenges, maintain peace and stability and the 

balance of power in the Indian Ocean region. 

 Naval warship will be equipped with modern detection and weapon system and capable of anti-ship, anti-

submarine and air-defence operations. 

 The ship will have vertical launch cells that can fire Chinese HQ-16 air-defence missiles and other kinds of 

missiles. 
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 It will also support the Pakistani Navy‘s initiative of securing sea lanes for international shipping by patrolling 

distant waters. 
Source:- Economic Times 

 

Space diplomacy: India to set up ground stations for 5 neighbours 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 As part of New Delhi‘s space diplomacy to counter China‘s influence in the region, India to set up five large 

ground stations and more than 500 small terminals in Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 

 

More about the news: 

 The first of the five ground stations, will be setup in Bhutan‘s capital Thimphu. 

 The station in Thimphu is seen as India‘s counter to the satellite tracking infrastructure created by China in 

Tibet. 

 These stations and terminals will help put in place applications ranging from television broadcasting to 

telephony and internet, disaster management and tele-medicine. 

 Apart from the five large terminals, there‘s demand for 100 VSATs — two-way terminals that allow 

telephony and internet—in each of the five countries 

 Maldives has also expressed interest in establishing disaster management centers in 100 of the 200 inhabited 

islands in the country. 

 

Significance: 

 Apart from boosting regional cooperation, the move to set up tracking and receiving centres will also help put 

in place strategic Indian assets on their soil. 

 Isro meanwhile can use these ground stations to communicate with its own satellites. 

 The infrastructure is being created as an extension of the South Asia Satellite launched on May 5, 2017.  
Source:- Times Of India 

 

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 India has released Rs 193.16 crore from the Rs 1,830.87 crore fund approved for the construction of Kalewa-

Yagyi road section and to build bridges on the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, Parliament was 

informed January 3. 

 

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway: 

 The 1360 km long highway project is an initiative pertaining to India, Myanmar and Thailand. 

 India is undertaking construction of two sections of the Trilateral Highway in Myanmar namely, 

 Construction of 120.74 km Kalewa-Yagyi road section, and 

 Construction of 69 bridges along with the approach road on the 149.70 km Tamu-Kyigone-Kalewa 

(TKK) road section. 

 The works on both these sections were awarded on Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) mode 

in May 2018. 

 The scheduled time for completion of both the projects is three years from the date of commencement at the 

project site by the executing agency. 

 The above mentioned both the projects are being funded by Government of India under grant assistance to the 

Government of Myanmar. 

 A Motor Vehicles Agreement along with protocols for regulating and facilitating movement of cargo and 

passenger vehicular traffic is under inter-governmental negotiations between India, Myanmar and Thailand. 
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Benefits of the Project: 

 The road is expected to boost trade and commerce in the ASEAN–India Free Trade Area, as well as with the 

rest of Southeast Asia. 

 India has also proposed extending the highway to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Tehran proposes a new regional forum for West Asia 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 In a diplomatic initiative to address the lingering conflicts and mistrust in the Gulf region, Iran on Wednesday 

proposed a new platform for regional peace building.  

 

Proposed Persian Gulf Regional Dialogue Forum: 

 The announcement of Persian Gulf Regional Dialogue Forum is significant as it comes in the wake of 

continued erosion of the Gulf Cooperation Council, which in the recent years has been divided between the 

Iranian and the Saudi spheres. 

 Admission to such a forum should be based on accepting generally recognized principles and shared 

objectives, notably, respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and the political independence of all states 

 A forum such as this could help promote understanding and interaction at the levels of government, the 

private sector and civil society, and lead to agreement on a broad spectrum of issues, including confidence-

building measures. 

 Such a forum shall be helpful in dealing with threats like terrorism and extremism that has left the countries of 

the region in a state of continuous state of insecurity. 

 The member countries will have to follow a set of confidence building measures. These measures could 

include freedom of navigation, assurance of free flow of energy and other resources and protection of the 

fragile marine ecology of the Gulf. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

U.K. to test immigration proposals in India 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 British officials are set to test India‘s reaction to proposals for a new post-Brexit immigration system unveiled 

in December. 

 Home Office officials are set to meet with counterparts in India next week, as well as others, for discussions 

on the ‗Immigration White Paper‘ unveiled by Home Secretary Sajid Javid last year, a senior Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office (FCO) official has said. 

 

Key highlights of the UK immigration Proposal: 

 End to free movement -Everyone will be required to obtain a permission if they want to come to the UK to 

work or study. 

 Immigration targets – There will be no cap on the numbers of skilled workers but there will be targets. The 

Tory party has a longstanding commitment, flowing from Theresa May‘s time as home secretary of reducing 

net migration to below 100,000 a year. 

 No access to British welfare system – Those who enter under the new system will have no ―right to access to 

public funds, or to settle. 

 New system will favour skilled workers. The government says the policy ―will ensure the UK remains a hub 

for international talent from the EU and the rest of the world‖. 

 Low-skilled workers – To address concerns of employers particularly in construction and social care, it is 

proposed that low-skilled workers will be able to enter the UK for a maximum of 12 months with a cooling-

off period of a further 12 months to prevent people effectively working in the UK permanently. Low-skilled 
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workers in this category will be able to move between employers without sponsorship. No access to public 

funds, a switch to another visa, or family reunion. 

 £30,000 salary threshold – There will be a salary threshold but this has been put out to a 12-month 

consultation period, so this could change if government succumbs to pressure from the business community, 

which says the minimum income is set too high for most sectors. 
Source:- Hindu Business Line 

 

Launch of Sino-Indian Digital Collaboration Plaza 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 The Sino-Indian Digital Collaboration Plaza (SIDCOP), an initiative to bring Indian IT companies and 

Chinese enterprises closer to each other on a single AI enabled platform was launched on 10th January 2019.  

 

More about the news: 

 This is a partnership by National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) with 

Municipal Governments of Guiyang and Dalian.  

 A Joint Venture comprising of one Indian and Chinese company has been tasked with the running of the 

platform. 

 

Significance: 

 SIDCOP, which is a boundary-less marketplace offers this opportunity for Chinese enterprises in order to 

assist them in operational optimization and adopting industry best practices in business solutions.  

 This platform could be useful to connect with top providers from India and help Chinese enterprises source 

the right solution providers for their projects. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Balancing act in Afghanistan [ Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighbourhood Relation. 

Context: 

 United States is likely to withdraw troops from Afghanistan after pulling troops from Syria.  Such probable 

future step demands reform in India‘s Afghanistan Policy 

 

U.S. Afghan policy: 

 Currently US spends $45billion/year on Afghan security and economic development 

 In last 18 years, US lost 2400 troops and paid cost of $800bn on US forces and $105bn on Afghanistan 

rebuilding efforts with no effective output 

 US Afghanistan 2017 policy mandated 5000 US troops, boosting afghan forces capabilities and holding 

Pakistan accountable for US aid 

 After a year, state of affairs have not changed as Taliban holds ground strongly in Afghanistan 

 US has lost its goodwill among Afghan people and stationing troops looks liability for US 

 

Status of Afghan Security Force: 

 Afghan security forces are suffering unacceptable attrition. 

 Since 2015, when the Afghan security forces took charge of combat operations, they have suffered around 

30,000 casualties.  

 Civilian casualties are over 3,000 a year.  

 With recruitment drying up and desertions on the rise, the Afghan security forces are down by more than 10% 

from their sanctioned strength 

 The strength of the Afghan security forces was hurriedly doubled to enable them to take combat lead -but lack 

of training and equipment.  

 The Special Forces (Ktah Khas) raised, But their numbers are limited and they are dependent on U.S. airlift 

and intelligence imagery. 
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Status of Afghan Governance System: 

 In 2004 Afghan government adopted U.S.-style presidential system but lacking the institutions of legislature, 

judiciary and civil society, checks and balance were missing. 

 Parliamentary election result held in October 2018 has still not been announced on reason of election rigging 

and Presidential election has been postponed to July 2019 

 

Status of Taliban: 

 Taliban has been growing strong 

 Poppy production increased four times since 2002 financing Taliban insurgency operations 

 

Effects of U.S. Policy: 

 The cumulative effect is that the U.S. has lost goodwill and its troop presence is a liability. It is hardly 

surprising that the U.S. is now seeking an exit. 

 It is important to note that managing the optics of withdrawal is critical and that is what Zalmay Khalilzad, as 

the Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, is tasked to ensure. 

 The Afghan presidential election has been pushed by three months to July 20, 2019 but it is unlikely that the 

election machinery can be reformed and the promised biometric ID system put in place. 

 Since the security situation does not permit new elections, the U.S. is likely to push for a new version of the 

2001 Bonn Conference to set up an interim government that can plan a Loya Jirga and an election in a year or 

two. The process would provide the window for a U.S. exit. 

 

Balancing Act in Afghanistan: 

 The U.S. government appears to be acknowledging that Pakistan, given its influence over the Taliban, is an 

important and potentially helpful player in the peace process in Afghanistan. 

 However, it has also signalled its desire for India, its growing defence partner, to be more involved in 

reconciliation efforts and in Afghanistan more broadly. 

 The recent visit to India of Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, 

highlights the importance that Washington accords to India in Afghanistan. 

 the U.S. cannot have it both ways. If Pakistan is enlisted in reconciliation efforts, India won‘t be keen to get 

involved. But if India does take on a larger role, then Pakistan may well step back. 

 o be sure, India and Pakistan have proved to be willing and able to partner regionally. They may struggle to 

coexist in SAARC, but they do cooperate on the TAPI pipeline, and they‘re both members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation, an arrangement mostly of Central Asian states, and China and Russia. 

 It is obvious that partnering in Afghanistan is much more delicate and challenging. Fortunately for the U.S., 

this policy dilemma may work itself out on its own. 

 

 

India‘s Afghanistan Policy: 

 India advocate any peace negotiation should be afghan-led, afghan-owned and afghan-controlled 

 Despite Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s desire for a more robust regional foreign policy, India appears 

content to keep a low profile in Afghanistan, outside of its continued development and economic assistance 

projects. 

 Government of India has distanced itself from the Indian Army Chief‘s remark supporting talks with the 

Taliban with no preconditions. 

 Additionally, India will not volunteer to play a role in reconciliation efforts unless formally invited by Kabul.  

 Afghan officials, grudgingly cognisant of Pakistan‘s significant role, are unlikely to do so unless current 

efforts to kick-start talks do not bear fruit, or Pakistan is no longer seen as helpful. 

 

Wayforward: 

 India need strong and active diplomacy engagement with Afghanistan both officially and non- officially and 

should be strong partner in any peace negotiations and in developmental process. 
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 Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cabinet approves Bilateral Swap Arrangement between India and Japan 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on Thursday gave its nod to the $75-billion bilateral currency swap arrangement between 

India and Japan. 

 The arrangement is another milestone in mutual economic cooperation and special strategic and global 

partnership between India and Japan. 

 

Salient Features: 

 The swap arrangement is an agreement between India and Japan to essentially exchange and re-exchange a 

maximum amount of USD 75 Billion for domestic currency, for the purpose of maintaining an appropriate 

level of balance of payments for meeting short-term deficiency in foreign exchange. 

 

Benefits: 

 The BSA is a very good example of mutual cooperation between India and Japan for strategic objective of 

assisting each other in times of difficulty and for restoring international confidence.  

 This facility will enable the agreed amount of Capital being available to India on tap for use.  

 Also, with this arrangement in place, prospects of Indian companies would improve in tapping foreign capital 

as there would be greater confidence in stability of country‘s exchange rate.  

 Availability of such swap line to tide over difficulties arising out of Balance of Payment (BOP) would deter 

speculative attacks on the domestic currency and greatly enhance the RBI‘s ability to manage exchange rate 

volatility. 
Source:- PIB 

 

India for Afghan-led peace talks 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 At the India-Central Asia Dialogue at Samarkand, India supported the efforts of the government and the 

people of Afghanistan to build an inclusive nation at a meeting with the Foreign Ministers of Central Asian 

countries and Afghanistan. 

 

More about the news: 

 India will support for a peace process that will help end the war of Afghanistan. 

 India‘s position will remain unchanged regarding peace building in Afghanistan. 

 A joint statement issued after the Samarkand meeting highlighted the opportunities that the collaborative 

platform would provide for the people of Afghanistan and asked for Kabul‘s participation. 

 The regional Ministers described Afghanistan as a ―land link‖ in the region that will help in connectivity 

among the nations. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

At mini 2+2, India, U.S. review progress on pacts 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 India and the U.S. reviewed the progress on finalizing two key agreements and defense cooperation during the 

2+2 intercession meeting. The two sides also exchanged notes on developments in the Indo-Pacific region. 

2+2 dialogue: 
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 The ‗2+2‘ dialogue is a meeting between the India Ministers for External Affairs and Defense, and the US 

Secretaries of State and Defense. 

 This ―2+2‖ dialogue was meant to replace the Strategic and Commercial Dialogue between the foreign and 

commerce ministers of the two countries that was held during the previous Obama administration. 

 It is to focus on ―strengthening strategic, security and defense cooperation‖ between the two countries. 

 

Outcome of Mini 2+2 Dialogue: 

 The two agreements which were reviewed were the Industrial Security Annex (ISA) and the Basic Exchange 

and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA), a foundational agreement. 

 The third foundational agreement, Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement, was signed on the 

sidelines. 

 Defense cooperation such as the greater Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) and the first tri-service exercise 

were also reviewed. 

 

Significance: 

 The ISA is particularly essential as the Indian industry looks for a greater role in defense manufacturing. 

 It allows sharing of classified information from the U.S. government and American companies with the Indian 

private sector, which is so far limited to the Indian government and the defense public sector undertakings. 

 

  
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Cabinet Okays MoU between India, Kuwait 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the signing Memorandum of 

Understanding between India and Kuwait for cooperation on the Recruitment of Domestic Workers. 

More about the news: 

 The MOU provides a structured framework for cooperation on domestic workers related matters and provides 

strengthened safeguards for Indian domestic workers including female workers deployed in Kuwait.  

 The MOU is initially valid for a period of five years and incorporates provision for automatic renewal. 

 A Joint Committee will be set up to follow up the implementation of this MOU. 

 

Impact: 

 The MOU will promote bilateral cooperation in domestic workers related matters between the two countries. 

 Around 3,00,000 Indian domestic workers deployed in Kuwait. This includes around 90,000 female domestic 

workers. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Source:- PIB 

 

India, South Africa to revise 22-year-old Strategic Partnership 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 South African President Cyril Ramaphosa is Republic Day chief guest. 
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 India and South Africa will update their Strategic Partnership by agreeing on a comprehensive 

―roadmap‖ on the way ahead. 

 

Highlights of the visit: 

 During the visit, a Three-Year Strategic Programme of Cooperation (2019-2021) was signed by the two 

sides, aimed at further enhancing the strategic partnership between the two countries. 

 Both the countries recalled the Strategic Partnership established between India and South Africa through the 

Red Fort Declaration of March 1997 and the Tshwane Declaration of October 2006. 

 Both the countries expressed satisfaction at the deepening and widening of this comprehensive bilateral 

partnership. 

 Further, they emphasized the need to further deepen relations in the political, economic, defense, scientific, 

consular and socio-cultural spheres. 

 Both the countries agreed to enhance bilateral investments between the two countries within the context of the 

Memorandum of Understanding between Invest SA and Invest India on enhancing bilateral investment 

relations. 

 Agreed to Cooperate, share best practices, technology and expertise on the Ease of Doing Business Reform 

Programme. 

 Cooperation in expanding the fields of trade and investments between business entities in South Africa and 

India. 

 Cooperate in the field of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). 

 Agreed that both countries should explore solutions aimed at boosting trade and investment. In this context, 

President Ramaphosa agreed to simplify and reform South African business visa regime. 

 Agreed to enhance cooperation in the field of the Oceans Economy and to cooperate in multilateral forums on 

the Blue Economy including in the framework of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

 International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a common platform for cooperation among solar resource rich countries. 

India invited South Africa to join the ISA. 

 Agreed to strengthen agriculture and fisheries cooperation in areas such as crop and animal production, food 

security, aquaculture and aquatic product processing. 

 Both the countries affirmed the setting up of the "Gandhi – Mandela Centre of Specialization for Artisan 

Skills‖ in South Africa with Indian assistance. 

 South African President welcomed the launching of "India for Humanity‖ initiative by India in the context of 

Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary to provide artificial limbs by "Jaipur Foot‖ and welcomed India‘s offer to 

hold a camp in South Africa. 
                                                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

China outreach to Bhutan poses fresh challenge to India 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 China‘s Bhutan outreach poses a significant foreign policy challenge for India in the neighbourhood, not least 

because the new government in Thimphu is likely to look at Beijing more and more as a potential partner in 

its efforts to diversify its economy. 

 

China‘s interest in Bhutan: 

 Bhutan‘s new government wants to reduce the mountainous country‘s excessive reliance on hydropower 

which it exports to India. 

 China's vice foreign minister Kong Xuanyou visited Thimphu, had discussed the boundary issue with Bhutan 

leaders then and also invited Bhutan to actively participate in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and share 

China‘s ―development dividend‖.  

 Bhutan is the only Indian neighbour to have resisted the temptation so far to join BRI 
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India and Bhutan Relation: 

 Newly elected Bhutan PM first overseas visit was to India 

 India provided grant assistance of 4500 Cr for Bhutan‘s 12th 5YP 

 India also provided transitional Trade Support Facility of 400Cr over 5 year to strengthen bilateral trades and 

economic linkages. 
                                                                                                                                                  Source:- Times Of India 

 

India flays Pakistani SC move on Gilgit-Baltistan 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 India on Friday summoned a Pakistani diplomat and protested against a recent order of the Supreme Court of 

Pakistan that brought the region of Gilgit-Baltistan within its ambit. 

 

More about the news: 

 Pakistan Supreme Court on January 17 ordered the federal government to promulgate a new law within a 

fortnight to grant more rights, including fundamental human rights, to the people of Gilgit-Baltistan in PoK. 

 It also ordered that the people of the region should be give fundamental human rights as provided in the 

proposed constitutional order, which was made part of the detailed order. 

 However, it noted that until the plebiscite is held, a proper arrangement must be provided for by Pakistan for 

the people of Gilgit-Baltistan for purposes of governance within a framework of a constitutional nature, 

including most importantly the enjoyment of fundamental rights. 

 A press note from the External Affairs Ministry said the diplomat was told that the region was, and would 

remain, an integral part of India. 

 

Issue : 

 Gilgit-Baltistan is a chunk of high-altitude territory at the northwestern corner of Jammu and Kashmir. The 

region was a part of the erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, but has been under Pakistan‘s control 

since November 4, 1947, following the invasion of Kashmir by tribal militias and the Pakistan army. 

 At present it has an elected Assembly and a Council headed by the Prime Minister of Pakistan. This Council 

wields all powers, and controls the resources and revenues from the region. 

 In any case, the so-called regional government is under the overall control of the federal Ministry of Kashmir 

Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan in Islamabad. 

 Gilgit-Baltistan or Northern Areas do not find any mention in the Pakistani constitution: it is neither 

independent, nor does it have provincial status. This helps Pakistan maintain ambiguity about the region, in 

the way it does with PoK. 

 India sees Gilgit-Baltistan as part of Indian territory illegally occupied by Pakistan. 

 The unanimous parliamentary resolution of 1994 had reaffirmed that the region is a ―part of the State of 

Jammu and Kashmir, which is an integral part of India by virtue of its accession to it in 1947‖. 

 

Analysis: 

 Pakistan in recent months had taken a series of steps to ensure full constitutional and legal guarantees to the 

region which was strategically important for the country especially in view of the passage of the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor through the region. 
                                                                                                                                                       Source:- The Hindu 

 

Justices Maheshwari and Khanna made SC judges 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions 

Context: 

 Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, Chief Justice of Karnataka High Court, and Justice Sanjiv Khanna of Delhi High 

Court were on Wednesday appointed as judges of the Supreme Court following Presidential approval.  
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 With the Centre having received the collegium recommendations on 10 January, it cleared their names within 

6 days. 

 The two appointments will take the strength of the top court to 28, with three vacancies. 

 

More about the news: 

 Their names had been recommended by the collegium comprising the Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and 

Justices A. K. Sikri, S. A. Bobde, N. V. Ramana, Arun Mishra on 10 January. 

 The collegium‘s decision to elevate Justice Khanna was taken after it recalled its older recommendation of 12 

December, 2018 wherein names of Chief Justice of the Delhi high court Rajendra Menon and Justice Pradeep 

Nandrajog of the Delhi high court were considered for elevation instead of Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Dinesh 

Maheshwari . 

 

Background: 

 The earlier collegium comprising of CJI Gogoi and Justices Madan B. Lokur, A. K. Sikri, S. A. Bobde and N. 

V. Ramana had recommended elevation of the Chief Justice of the Delhi high court Rajendra Menon and 

Justice Pradeep Nandrajog of the Delhi high court instead. 

Collegium System: 

 The Collegiums System of appointment of judges was born through ―three judges case‖which interpreted 

constitutional articles on October 28, 1998. 

 The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to Supreme Court 

and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum of the Chief Justice of India 

and the two chief justices of high courts and two senior judges of the Supreme Cour 

 There is no mention of the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in successive 

amendments. 

 The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The President can 

either accept it or reject it. In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the 

collegium reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation. 

Source:- The Hindu 

Justice delayed is markets stymied [ Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Context: 

 Since the 1991 economic reforms, India has improved tremendously in almost all economic indicators. 

 Various economic policies, like IBC Code, and tax reforms, like GST, have enabled the economy to move 

faster than ever before. 

 But India‘s institutions, like the judicial system, though having strong roots, have simply failed to grow with 

the growing population and with increasing demands. 

 

Effective Judiciary: 

 Three things are crucial for efficient functioning of a market economy: 

 Transparency in information 

 Efficient dispute settlements 

 Contract enforcement in a time-bound manner powered by an effective judiciary. 

 

 In a market economy, the government has little role to play in transactions among players but it plays an 

effective role by setting up efficient dispute settlement mechanisms, so that the costs of transactions are 

minimal. 

 In such an economy, the judiciary plays the pivotal role by enforcing contracts in the case of disputes through 

minimal costs. 
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 Economic Survey 2017-18 noted that the current working capacity of the High Courts and the Supreme 

Court is only 63.6% and there are huge numbers of pending cases. 

 In 2017, India spent about Rs 0.24 per person on the judiciary and the U.S. spent Rs12. 

 Low focus on judiciary implies that not following contracts is not costly in India as players are willing to 

bypass the system by paying rents to government officials. 

 

Problem with Economic Theory: 

 There is a problem with the economic theories we follow in India (currently) because unlike our 

policymakers, those in other countries seem to have realised the importance of the judiciary in the efficient 

functioning of a market economy.  

 The proponents of reform (in India) belong to the school of neoclassical economics*, and are taught that 

transactions are costless. 

 However, in reality, the rules and regulations that affect economic activity determine whether transactions 

are costless or not. 

 This theory of new institutional economics questions the two crucial assumptions of neoclassical economics 

— costless transactions and perfect information — and stresses the role of institutions in facilitating market 

exchange by reducing transaction costs, providing a predictable framework for exchange, and overcoming 

imperfect information. 

 In India, there are few practitioners of new institutional economics and that could explain why this aspect has 

not been addressed in the past decade.  

 

Way Forward: 

 There is a major role of institutions in facilitating market exchange by reducing transaction costs and 

providing a predictable framework for exchange 

 Strengthening institutions and political power enjoyed by the incumbent are in conflict of interest. Thus, the 

Opposition also has a major role to play in the solidification of institutions, including the judiciary. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

9th National Voters‘ Day 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY  

Context: 

 The country will celebrate the 9th National Voters‘ Day (NVD) on 25th January 2019 at more than six lakh 

locations covering around ten lakh Polling Stations across the country.  

 My Vote Matters, a Quarterly Magazine will be launched on the occasion 

 

Theme: - ‗No Voter to be Left Behind’ 

  

National Voters‘ Day (NVD): 

 The National Voters‘ Day (NVD) is Celebrated all over the country on January 25 every year since 2011 to 

mark the Foundation day of Election Commission of India, which was established on 25th January 1950 

 The main purpose of the NVD celebration is to encourage, facilitate and maximize the enrollment, especially 

for the new voters. 

 Dedicated to the voters of the country, the Day is utilized to spread awareness among voters for promoting 

informed participation in the electoral process. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Source;- PIB 
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Kelkar moots setting up of ‗NITI Aayog 2.0‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

Context: 

 Mr. Kelkar, in a paper titled ‗Towards India‘s new fiscal federalism,‘ Former Finance Commission Chairman 

Vijay Kelkar has pitched for setting up of a ‗new NITI Aayog‘ and giving it the responsibility for allocating 

capital and revenue grants to the States. 

 

Need of revamped NITI Aayog: 

 According to Kelkar, ever since NITI Aayog has replaced the Planning Commission (which was promoting 

regionally balanced growth in India), the government has lost a significant policy reach. 

 Therefore the need has arisen for an institution to do the job at hand related to the structural issues including 

removal of regional imbalances in the economy. 

 

Key Suggestions: 

 The new Niti Aayog or Niti Aayog 2.0 will be responsible for allocating development or transformational 

capital or revenue grants to the states 

 In order to make the new Niti Aayog more effective, it is essential to ensure that the institution is at the 'High 

Table' of decision making of the government. 

 This means the vice-chairman of the new Niti Aayog will need to be a permanent invitee of the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA). 

 It need not be involved with the approval of the state‘s annual expenditure programmes. It should rather 

strive to be a think-tank with ‗praxis‘ possessing considerable financial muscle and devote its energies to 

outline coherent medium and long term strategy and corresponding investment resources for transforming 

India. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

 

Land acquisition: Centre seeks Constitution Bench 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure 

Context: 

 The Centre on 30 Jan 2019, urged the Supreme Court to set up a constitution bench to hear a batch of petitions 

relating to Section 24 of the Land Acquisition Act that provides for fair compensation to land owners. 

 Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi has agreed to look into an oral request from the Centre to set up a 

Constitution Bench for expeditious disposal of issues relating to amendments in the Land Acquisition Act. 

 

Background : 

 Last year, the court issued notice to Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Jharkhand on the 

amendments to their States‘ land acquisition laws to the extent that consent of farmers or land owners was not 

required before their land was acquired for projects like industrial corridors, expressways, highways, etc. 

 Petitioners like activist Medha Patkar, represented by advocate Prashant Bhushan, had said the States allowed 

land acquisitions without social impact assessment, participation of representative local bodies in social 

impact assessment study, expert appraisal processes, public hearing, objections. 

 The petitions alleged that the amendments violate the ―core spirit‖ of the Right to Fair Compensation and 

Transparency in Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act of 2013. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 
 

SC begins an automatic listing of fresh cases 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries 

and Departments of the Government; 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has published new rules on how fresh cases will be listed. 
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Why new Rules? 

 To cut down on the daily ritual of advocates orally mentioning new and important cases before the Chief 

Justice of India and seeking early listing of the same. 

 All fresh cases filed will be listed before an appropriate bench for hearing in the Supreme Court within four 

days. 

 Fresh cases filed between Friday noon and Tuesday forenoon will be listed on Friday of the same week, while 

cases filed between Tuesday noon and Friday forenoon will be taken up on the Monday of the following 

week. 

 

Significance: 

 Fast tracks listing of fresh cases in contrary to the old system which took anything between two to four weeks 

for a fresh case to be listed. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

 

Stormy weather awaits India in 2019 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Context: 

 India prepares for the general election this year, all signs point to 2019 being a difficult year. 

 Whether this would directly impact the poll outcome is uncertain, but the country needs to remain alert to 

unexpected developments. 

 It is important to note that as we enter 2019, the world outlook looks gloomy. Global disorder is the dominant 

imperative.  

 A global leadership vacuum is leading to chaos concerning rules governing the international order. U.S. 

President Donald Trump‘s utterances and actions are provoking strong counter-reactions, especially from 

China and Russia. 

 As a matter of fact, U.S. Vice President Mike Pence‘s attack on China, in October 2018, has signalled, 

according to many world leaders, the beginning of a new Cold War. Mr. Trump has threatened to pull out of a 

major arms control treaty with Russia. Russia has also been talking of building stronger deterrence. Some 

experts opine that Cold War 2 seems for real now. 

 

On different trajectories: 

 Nations are working at cross-purposes across the globe.  

 Currently, Russia is vigorously pursuing its pivot to Asia and for greater influence in Eurasia. It has deepened 

its partnership with China, and enhanced relations with Japan and South Korea. 

 As a matter of fact, growing tensions in the Sea of Azov (following Russia‘s seizure of Ukraine‘s ships) could 

well lead to a major conflagration between Russia and the West. 

 Currently, China is consolidating its position in Asia. In addition to its strategic partnership with Russia, 

China has mended fences with Japan. 

 China‘s Belt and Road Initiative has become the most potent weapon in its armoury, with Vietnam and Japan 

endorsing this concept. India finds itself increasingly isolated in Asia as a result. 

 Economic portents during 2018 for most of the world proved highly daunting. The most challenging was the 

spectre of an all-embracing U.S.-China trade war. 

 This had triggered highly unsettled conditions, and the situation was further aggravated by signs of a 

weakening Chinese economy. 

 Experts have observed that at the beginning of 2019, it is amply evident that politics is conflicting with 

business across the world. Hence, normal economic calculations are getting disrupted. 

 A decline in Britain‘s financial assets and of the pound sterling following Brexit, as well as signs of increasing 

fragility of China‘s economy, are newer concerns. 

 The likelihood of the U.S. moving into a period of slower long-term growth, one that is likely to continue for 

a fairly long time, is aggravating this situation. 

 As a consequence, India cannot hope to remain insulated from these trends. 
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India - Russia and Japan: 

 Coming to India‘s foreign policy concerns, relations with Russia and Japan could see a reset.  

 The strengthening of the Russia-China strategic relationship and the recent warmth in China-Japan relations 

could impact India‘s relations with both countries. Notwithstanding the warmth displayed in public by the 

leaders of India and Russia, and India and Japan, the character of our relations with these two countries could 

undergo a change.  

 To what extent, is yet to be seen. What is evident, however, is that India will need to expend a great deal 

of its diplomatic capital to ensure that relations do not decline to any considerable extent. 

 Managing relations with China will be India‘s top priority. India-China relations are marked by a surface 

calm, but this masks an intrinsic struggle for influence in Asia and even beyond.  

 The Wuhan Spirit, notwithstanding, little has changed as far as India-China relations are concerned, except 

that there has not been any major Chinese incursion across the disputed India-China border. 

 

China‘s outreach: 

 In 2018, China had initiated certain moves to create a China-Myanmar Economic Corridor on the lines of the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

 The Chinese Navy is also poised to challenge India‘s position in the Indian Ocean. Chinese submarines 

already outnumber India‘s here. 

 China is also preparing to outflank India by seeking control of the Kyaukpyu Port on the Arakan Coast in 

Myanmar, and planning a canal (the Kra canal), connecting the Andaman Sea with the Gulf of Thailand. 

Together with China‘s existing control over the Gwadar (Pakistan) and Hambantota (Sri Lanka) Ports, if 

China were to succeed in its attempts, it could give it a stranglehold across the Indian Ocean Region. India‘s 

capacity to counter such moves in 2019 appears extremely limited. 

 Experts have opined that this year could see a further consolidation of the ‗all weather friendship‘ of China-

Pakistan. During 2018, Pakistan facilitated China‘s involvement in Afghanistan (and also succeeded in co-

opting Russia to be a party to talks with the Afghan Taliban). The CPEC having weathered quite a few storms 

in 2018, seems well set to progress this further in 2019 

 The prospects of India-Pakistan relations improving on the other hand, are extremely limited. Cross-border 

terror attacks are likely to continue, as also sponsorship of terror groups like the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the 

Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

 Experts believe that where India will face even rougher weather, is in Afghanistan, where the Afghan state is 

perilously close to imploding. 

 India has been kept out of talks with the Afghan Taliban by all countries concerned, including the U.S., China, 

and Russia, apart from Pakistan. This is making India‘s position here highly invidious. 

 

 

Certain Challenges for India: 

 The outlook for India in the rest of South Asia is also mixed. 

 Towards the end of 2018, India could retrieve its position in the Maldives. 

 It also succeeded in re-establishing its influence in Bhutan. 

 The return of Sheikh Hasina as Prime Minister after the general elections in Bangladesh has been a welcome 

relief. 

 Yet, India will need to work harder in 2019 to check China from weaning away its neighbours, including 

Nepal as also Bangladesh, with offers of economic and military aid. 

 India will also need to use all its resources to assist Bangladesh to limit the influence of radical Islamist 

groups there. 

 

Internal security Challenges: 

 Internal security, for the better part of 2018, remained on a relatively even keel. 

 There were fewer Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks, but this is hardly an index of what lies ahead in 2019. 

 Left extremist violence went up marginally in 2018, but the movement remained circumscribed within a core 

area in Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Jharkhand. 
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 Ideologically, the movement has remained vibrant, and in 2019, both ideological and militant aspects will 

need deft handling. 

 In 2018, the situation in Kashmir sharply deteriorated, and the year witnessed some of the highest levels of 

violence since 1989. 

 There was again a sharp spurt in the number of security forces personnel being killed, alongside targeting of 

their families 

 The deadlock between the Jammu and Kashmir administration and militants is unlikely to be resolved. 

 President‘s rule has made little headway in sorting out the conflict-prone situation 

 Militant outfits, the JeM and the Hizbul Mujahideen, appear energised by the turn of events and can be 

expected to become still more active 

 More educated locals are joining militant ranks 

 Disclaimers notwithstanding, the presence of the Islamic State is also in evidence 

 The consequences of this as far as 2019 is concerned could be considerable 

 This has been simmering for some time, but now threatens to boil over, following the enactment of the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 

 The Bill has given rise to fears that it would drastically alter the status quo in the region 

 The Amendment has helped unite vast segments of people across the entire Northeast 

 The divisive potential of the recently enacted Act, will have special resonance in an election year 

 It will demand sensitive and careful handling in 2019. 

 Two other issues that kept the nation on the edge in 2018, i.e. farmers‘ and Dalit unrest, still remain 

unattended as 2019 begins. Both can ignite fires,specially in an election year. 

 There is little evidence, however, that the causes for the unrest are receiving careful consideration. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Considering the difficult external and internal situation, peace in 2019 may prove elusive 

 On the diplomatic front, India will need to be more dexterous 

 The internal situation will require to be dealt with far greater understanding. 
                                                                                                                                                       Source:- The Hindu 

 

India‘s Atlantic challenge [ Editorial / Opinion] 

GS PAPER  - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their 

effects on industrial growth. 

Context: 

 Trump‘s ‗America First‘ policy and the Brexit deal could pose more challenges this year 

 

U.S. Protectionism factor: 

 In the context of protectionism, U.S. President Donald Trump‘s ‗America First‘ policy could lead to more 

tariff and subsidy burden. 

 The trade experience of 2018 provides a sense of what could happen in 2019 vis-à-vis India-U.S. trade 

relations. 

 Last year, Mr. Trump started a trade war by escalating tariffs between U.S. and its three main trade partners – 

the EU, China and NAFTA. 

 Trump administration is attempting to replace the rules-based trade order with a bilateral trade agreements and 

sanctions network, a system that has distinct disadvantages for India 

 India was denied an exemption by the U.S. from increased tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, it 

reciprocated by hiking import duties on 29 American export products, including pulses and iron and steel 

products. 

 Spiraling trade war with the U.S. could easily spin India out of control and create rifts in other areas such as 

security and diplomacy. 
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BREXIT Factors: 

 Due to U.K. Brexit policy India may expect complications regarding trade adjustment, and a U.K.-India Free 

Trade Agreement (FTA) may be out of the question. 

 

Positive impacts: 
 Brexit would surely accelerate the Europe‘s interest to develop India as a strong trade and strategic 

partner. Europe needs to counterbalance United States and China geopolitically and would also need to 

hedge against a slowing China for its economic interests. 

 India is presently the second biggest source of FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) for Great Britain. Indian 

companies that would set up their factories in the UK could sell their products to the rest of Europe under 

the European free market system. 

 Britain would not want to lose out on capital coming in from India. Thus, one can expect Britain to try 

extra hard to woo Indian companies to invest there by providing much bigger incentives in terms of tax 

breaks, lesser regulation and other financial incentives 

 Presently, British universities are forced to offer subsidized rates for citizens of the UK and EU. With 

Brexit, however, the universities will no longer be obliged to provide scholarships to EU citizens, which 

will free up funds for students from other countries including India. 

 

Negative Impacts: 

 First impact would be visible on currency volatility as there will be devaluation of the pound and euro due to 

Brexit. With the pound expected to fall 20 percent in case of a Brexit, Indian companies with sizeable 

presence in the UK will have to bear the brunt. 

 Easy selling of goods and businesses form one EU country to the other did open up doors for vendors who 

established trade between the nations and now with the exit of Britain, there could be rules and customs 

imposed which will harm trade in more ways we can anticipate 

 UK has always been a gateway for Indian firms to enter into EU. After Brexit, this will cause short-term 

distress to Indian firms. Global financial market volatility can be readily expected. 

 Many big businesses and international companies are in UK mainly because of its easy connectivity to the 

open EU market. With that gone, there would be impending threat of these companies withdrawing their 

business from UK immediately. 

 Brexit can affect India‘s flagship IT sector given that the UK accounts for 17% or one-sixth of the sector‘s 

global exports that topped $100 billion. Brexit will increase overhead costs, setting up new headquarters, 

perhaps in both Europe and Britain. 

 

Way Forward: 

 With the U.K., India‘s trade in 2019 depends on the twists and turns of Brexit politics, both in London and in 

Brussels 

 For India to secure its trade interests, it needs to renegotiate with both the EU and the U.K. for goods and 

services 

 Also, the discussion on FTA with the EU must be resumed and a similar conversation must be launched with 

the U.K. 

 If these negotiations are managed carefully, Brexit may even emerge as an opportunity for India to recalibrate 

the legal terms of its trade with the U.K. and the EU, at the multilateral level, and through free trade 

agreements. 

 Brexit is an opportunity for India to reset the legal terms of its trade with the UK and EU, at the multilateral 

level, and through free trade agreements. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Southern Railway goes full steam ahead, tops train cleanliness survey 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 National transporter Indian Railways conducted Train Cleanliness Survey. 
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 The survey covered 210 trains and feedback of more than 15,000 passengers was recorded.  

 The winners are:- 

 Premium Category Trains - North Western Railway (NWR), which topped the zonal rankings  

 Other than Premium‘ category‘ trains - Southern Railway. 

 The survey‘s stated aim was to assess the progress of the ‗Swachh Rail-Swachh Bharat‘ mission and 

promote healthy competition among trains. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

Centre extends AFSPA in Nagaland 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY  - Challenges to internal security 

Context: 

 The Centre on Sunday extended the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in Nagaland for a period of 

six months, declaring the northeastern state a 'disturbed area.' 

 

More about the news: 

 Union Ministry of Home Affair (MHA), in a notification, said that the area comprising the whole state of 

Nagaland is in such a "disturbed and dangerous" condition that the use of armed forces in aid of civil power is 

necessary. 

 The declaration of Nagaland as ―disturbed area‖ has been taken as killings, loot and extortion have been going 

on in various parts of the state which necessitated the action for the convenience of the security forces 

operating there. 

 The AFSPA has been in force in Nagaland for several decades.  

 It has not been withdrawn even after a framework agreement was signed on August 3, 2015, by the Naga 

insurgent group NSCN-IM general secretary ThuingalengMuivah and government interlocutor R.N. Ravi in 

the presence of Prime Minister NarendraModi. 

Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA): 

 The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act-(AFSPA) was passed on September 11, 1958 to help the army in 

tackling the disturbed areas of the Northeast India. AFSPA was implemented in the Kashmir amid increase in 

the insurgency in 1990. 

 AFSPA is a law which gives immense powers to armed forces to maintain the rule of law in the―disturbed 

areas‖. 

 Under this law the armed forces have the authority to prohibit gathering of five or more persons in an area.  

 In some cases the forces can open fire on the disturbing factors after giving due warning if found any 

suspicious person. 

 The ASPA was first applied to the Seven Sister States of North East India, including Assam, Manipur, 

Tripura, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland, on 1 September, 1958, to stop the North 

Eastern States seceding from the Indian Union. 

Feature of AFSPA: 

 

 When differences in the communities arise on the basis of race, religion, language, region and caste and 

anarchic situation arises then the state or central government is entitled to declare that area as "Disturbed Area 

Act". 

 AFSPA is levied only in those areas which have been declared as disturbed areas. Army and armed forces are 

sent in the area only after the implementation of this law. 

 As per the Section (3) of the AFSPA, it is mandatory to seek the opinion of the state government that 

whether a area is disturbed or not. ifa area is declared as the disturbed area ,it will be under the control of 

special forces for at least 3 months. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu 
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Fourfold jump in bank frauds: RBI 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - money-laundering and its prevention. 

Context: 

 There has been a four-fold increase in the quantum of money swindled by fraudsters from banks in the last 

four years, the Reserve Bank said Monday. 

 

Financial Stability Report: 

 In the financial stability report, the RBI said 5,917 frauds involving an amount of Rs 41,167 crore were 

reported by the banks in fiscal year 2017-18, as against 4,306 frauds entailing an amount of Rs 10,170 crore in 

FY14. 

 The graph of both the frauds as well as the amount involved has been on the rise steadily through the four 

years till FY18 

 The only exception was in fiscal year 2015-16, which saw a dip in the total amount involved as compared to 

the previous fiscal, even as the number of frauds rose marginally 

 93% of the fraud cases worth over Rs 1 lakh were reported by PSU banks, while private banks accounted for 

just 6% of the total cases. 

 

Cyber Fraud: 

 In the last financial year, a total of 5,917 cases of bank fraud were registered as against 5,076 cases in the 

previous financial year. 

 Frauds related to foreign exchange transactions, deposit accounts, off-balance sheet operations and cyber-

activity took centre stage.  

 However, cyber frauds are on rise as the banks lost Rs 109.6 during the financial year 2017-18 in 2,059 cases 

from Rs 42.3 crore with 1,372 cases in the year-ago period. 

 

Way forward: 

 FSR recommended a ringside assessment of efficacy of audit framework (both internal and external), the 

internal governance framework, with regard to accountability and credit screening/oversight for the state-run 

lenders. 

  

Financial Stability Report: 

 

 RBI release financial stability report biannually. 

 The FSR reflects the overall assessment on the stability of India‘s financial system and its resilience to risks 

emanating from global and domestic factors. 

 The Report also discusses issues relating to development and regulation of the financial sector. 
Source:- Business Standard 

 

Cinereous vulture seen in Jharkhand 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Cinereous vulture was found with three other endangered species of vultures. 

 

More about the news: 

 During the winter that a distinctly dark large bird – the Cinereous vulture, with a blacked-tipped pink beak – 

migrates from the mountainous regions of Europe and Asia to warmer places, including India. 

 While earlier records of this migratory bird have revealed that it comes to northern parts of India up to 

Rajasthan, bird watchers and researchers were baffled to find it in Hazaribagh, Jharkhand. 
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 Interestingly, the Cinereous vulture (classified as Near Threatened under the IUCN Red List) was found with 

three other endangered species of vultures – the Himalyan Griffon, White-rumped vulture and the Long-billed 

vulture. 

 

Cinereous vulture (Aegypiusmonachus): 

 The cinereous vulture is one of the heaviest and largest raptors in the world. 

 In many countries, this bird is called ‗monk vulture‘, because of it‘s upright standing neck feathers that 

resemble the hood of a monk. 

 In the last two hundred years, the cinereous vulture greatly decreased in numbers in most distribution areas, 

especially by poisoning, habitat destruction and reduction of food supply. 

 In many European countries (Portugal, France, Italy, Austria, Poland, Slovakia and Romania), the species 

became extinct. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Exotic trees eating up Western Ghats grasslands 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The new year heralds bad news for the high-altitude grasslands of the Western Ghats. Over four decades, the 

country lost almost one-fourth of these grasslands and exotic invasive trees are primarily to blame, find 

scientists. 

 Though grassland afforestation using pine, acacia and eucalyptus ceased in 1996, the exotics still invade these 

ecosystems, confirms a study published on January 2 in the international journal Biological Conservation. 

 

Details of the study: 

 Most of this loss occurred on the mountain tops of the Nilgiri, Palani and Anamalai hill ranges, which 

comprise more than half of the Ghat‘s shola-grassland ecosystems. 

 The satellite images revealed that 60% of the shola-grassland landscape has changed and almost 40% of 

native high-elevation grasslands have disappeared. 

 The loses are primarily due to the expansion of exotic trees (pine, acacia and eucalyptus). 

 Shola-grassland ecosystems in Tamil Nadu showed the highest rates of invasion of exotic trees 

 Even though no plantations were established between 2003 and 2017, invasion by existing trees increased 

areas under exotic plantations by 27% in the Palanis and 17% in the Nilgiris. 

 

Shola Grassland: 

 Shola forests are tropical montane forests found in the valleys separated by rolling grasslands only in the 

higher elevations. 

 The shola forests are patches of forests that occur only in the valleys and never grow on the mountain 

tops. This is such a unique landscape formation that is native only to the southern Western Ghats. 

 The Shola forests are found in altitudes above 2000 meters of sea-level. Although they are found from 

altitudes higher than 1600 meters. 

 Rivers originate in the sholas: TungaBhadra, Nethravathi, Cauvery etc. 

 Shola forests are a native only to the Southern Western Ghats. They are found only in the high altitude 

mountains of the states Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnadu. Nowhere else in the world exist such a kind of 

forests. 

 The endangered Nilgiritahr (an Asian goat-antelope) is endemic to the shola-grassland. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Olive ridleys perishing off A.P. coast 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The Andhra Pradesh coast, considered a safe breeding zone, is now witnessing deaths among the migrating 

turtles in recent years. 

 

Rise in Death: 

 Many of the first batch of olive ridley turtles that chose the Andhra Pradesh coast for the annual breeding 

season have died before they reached the destination, after being trapped in fishing nets. 

 The prime reason for the rise in the deaths is the absence of the ‗Turtle Excluder Device‘ in fishing operations.  

 

Olive Ridley Turtles: 

 The olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelysolivacea), also known as the Pacific ridley sea turtle, is a 

medium-sized species of sea turtle found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian 

Oceans, Atlantic Ocean. 

 The name for this sea turtle is tied to the color of its shell. They are carnivores in nature. 

 Olive Ridley Turtles are best known for their behavior of synchronized nesting in mass numbers called 

‗Arribada‘ 

 Conservation status: Vulnerable according to the (IUCN) and is listed in Appendix I of CITES. 

 Protection under The Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the Inter-American Convention for 

the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles 
                                                                                                                                                             Source:- The Hindu 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Centre aims for 20% cut in air pollution by 2024 
GS PAPER- 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

 Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Dr Harsh Vardhan just launched the National 

Clean Air Programme (NCAP) that aims to reduce toxic particulate matter by 2024, taking 2017 as the 

base year. 

 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): 

 The National Clean Air Programme is a mid-term, five-year action plan that includes collaborative, multi-

scale and cross-sectoral coordination between relevant Central ministries, state governments and local bodies. 

 According to the plan, the programme will be further extended after looking at mid-term results. 

 

Key features of the Programme: 

 The overall objective of the programme includes comprehensive mitigation actions for prevention, control 

and abatement of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality monitoring network across the country 

and strengthening the awareness and capacity building activities 

 The Environment Ministry has announced a budget of Rs 300 crore for two years to tackle air pollution 

across 102 cities, which have been identified by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for not meeting 

the pollution standards set by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change. 

 City-specific action plans are being formulated for 102 non-attainment cities identified for implementing 

mitigation actions under NCAP. 

 The Smart Cities programme will be used to launch the NCAP in the 43 smart cities falling in the list of 

the 102 non-attainment cities. 

 The programme will be institutionalized by respective ministries and will be organized through inter-

sectoral groups, which include, Ministry of Road Transport and Highway, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Ministry of Heavy Industry, Ministry of Housing and Urban 
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Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, NITI Aayog, CPCB, experts from the industry, academia, 

and civil society. 

 Other features of NCAP include the increasing number of monitoring stations in the country including 

rural monitoring stations, technology support, emphasis on awareness and capacity building initiatives, 

setting up of certification agencies for monitoring equipment, source apportionment studies, emphasis on 

enforcement, and specific sectoral interventions. 

 Sectoral working groups, national level Project Monitoring Unit, Project Implementation Unit, state-level 

project monitoring unit, city level review committee under the Municipal Commissioner and DM level 

Committee in the Districts will also be constituted under NCAP for effective implementation and success of 

the programme. 

 

Background: 

 India is currently the world's second most polluted country. 

 The World Health Organisation‘s database on air pollution over the years has listed Tier I and Tier II Indian 

cities as some of the most polluted places in the world.  

 In 2018, 14 of the world‘s 15 most polluted cities were in India. A study in the journal Lancet ranked India as 

No.1 on premature mortality and deaths from air pollution. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Source:- The Hindu 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

‗Oceans are heating up at a fast pace‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The world‘s oceans are heating up at an accelerating pace as global warming threatens a diverse range of 

marine life and a major food supply for the planet, researchers said on Thursday. 

 

More about the news: 

 Oceans are heating up 40% faster on average than a United Nations panel estimated five years ago. 

 A warmer ocean is contributing to increasingly destructive weather patterns around the world 

 More than 90 percent of the excess heat from greenhouse gas emissions has been absorbed into the oceans 

 Ocean temperatures are much less variable than surface temperatures, which can swing greatly from year to 

year, and therefore give a clearer signal of global warming 

 

Consequences of Ocean warming: 

On Climate: 
 The implication of faster ocean warming is that the effect of carbon dioxide on global warming is greater 

than it was expected. It is already known that adding CO2 to the air was warming the world very rapidly. 

 Greater warming will mean increased water demand for crops and forests and pastures, more stress on 

irrigation and urban water supplies, and reduced food production. 

 More water demand means more forest fires and smoke, shorter winters with less mountain snowpack, and 

increased stress on ecosystems, cities and the world economy. 

 

Higher Sea Levels 
 When water heats up, it expands. Thus, the most readily apparent consequence of higher sea temperatures is 

a rapid rise in sea level. 

 Sea level rise causes inundation of coastal habitats for humans as well as plants and animals, shoreline 

erosion, and more powerful storm surges that can devastate low-lying areas. 

 

Stronger Storms 
 The effects of higher ocean temperatures in the form of stronger and more frequent tropical storms and 

hurricanes/cyclones is already seen in Indian oceans recently.  

 Warmer surface water dissipates more readily into vapor, making it easier for small ocean storms to escalate 

into larger, more powerful systems. 
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On Ocean organism: 
 Ocean organism most vulnerable to temperature change. 

 Ocean warming leads to deoxygenation – a reduction in the amount of oxygen dissolved in the ocean – and 

sea-level rise – resulting from the thermal expansion of sea water and continental ice melting. The rising 

temperatures, coupled with ocean acidification (the decrease in pH of the ocean due to its uptake of CO2), 

affect marine species and ecosystems 

 Due to temperature change reef bleaching will start. Bleaching slows coral growth, makes them susceptible 

to disease, and can lead to large-scale reef die-off. 

 Other organisms affected by temperature change include krill, an extremely important link at the base of the 

food chain 

 Research has shown that krill reproduce in significantly smaller numbers when ocean temperatures rise. This 

can have a cascading effect by disrupting the life cycle of krill eaters, such as penguins and seals—which in 

turn causes food shortages for higher predators. 

 

Other Consequences 
 Warmer sea temperatures are also associated with the spread of invasive species and marine diseases. 

 If an ecosystem becomes warmer, it can create an opportunity where outside species or bacteria can suddenly 

thrive where they were once excluded. This can lead to forced migrations and even species extinctions. 

 Warmer seas also lead to melting from below of polar ice shelves, compromising their structural integrity 

and leading to spectacular shelf collapse 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

‗70% towns along Ganga let out garbage into the river‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 85% have no screens to stop flow of trash, According to an assessment done by the Quality Council Of India. 

 

More about the news: 

 Four-and-a-half years after the Centre launched its flagship NamamiGangeprogramme to clean up the Ganga, 

a government- commissioned assessment has found that 66 towns and cities along the river still have nullahs 

or drains flowing directly into the Ganga. Almost 85% of these nullahs do not even have screens set up to stop 

garbage from entering the river. 

 Of the 92 towns surveyed, 72 still have old or legacy dump sites on the ghats. Only 19 towns have a municipal 

solid waste plant, according to an assessment done by the Quality Council of India (QCI). 

 

NamamiGangeProgramme: 

 

 ‗NamamiGangeProgramme‘, is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as ‗Flagship Programme‘ by 

the Union Government in June 2014. to accomplish the twin objectives of effective abatement of pollution, 

conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga. 

 The target of cleaning river Ganga in an effective manner with the unceasing involvement of all stakeholders, 

especially five major Ganga basin States – Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal. 

 The program would be implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state 

counterpart organizations i.e., State Program Management Groups (SPMGs). 

 In order to improve implementation, a three-tier mechanism has been proposed for project monitoring 

comprising of a) High level task force chaired by Cabinet Secretary assisted by NMCG at national level, b) 

State level committee chaired by Chief Secretary assisted by SPMG at state level and c) District level 

committee chaired by the District Magistrate. 

 The program emphasizes on improved coordination mechanisms between various Ministries/Agencies of 

Central and State governments. 
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Need of Namami Ganga Programme: 

 River Ganga has significant economic, environmental and cultural value in India. 

 Rising in the Himalayas and flowing to the Bay of Bengal, the river traverses a course of more than 2,500 km 

through the plains of north and eastern India. 

 The Ganga basin - which also extends into parts of Nepal, China and Bangladesh - accounts for 26 per cent of 

India's landmass. 

 The Ganga also serves as one of India's holiest rivers whose cultural and spiritual significance transcends the 

boundaries of the basin. 

 

Features: 

 The project Will cover 8 states, 47 towns & 12 rivers under the project. 

 Over 1,632-gram panchayats on the banks of Ganga to be made open defecation-free by 2022. 

 Several ministries are working with nodal Water Resources Ministry for this project includes - Environment, 

Urban Development, Shipping, Tourism and Rural Development Ministries. 

 Prime focus will be on involving people living on the river's banks in this project. 

 Under the aegis of National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) &State Program Management Groups 

(SPMGs) States and Urban Local Bodies and Panchayati Raj institutions will be involved in this project. 

 Setting river-centric urban planning process to facilitate better citizen connects, through interventions at Ghats 

and Riverfronts. 

 Expansion of coverage of sewerage infrastructure in 118 urban habitations on banks of Ganga. 

 Development of rational agricultural practices & efficient irrigation methods. 

 Ganga Knowledge Centre 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

Train hits killed 49 elephants in 3 years 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Environment Ministry provides numbers on wild animals killed in road and train accidents 

 

More about the news: 

 In 2016, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MOEFCC) released ‗Eco-friendly 

measures to mitigate impacts of linear infrastructure‘, an advisory document for mitigating human-animal 

conflicts.  

 Despite this advisory, and many others issued by conservationists and organisations, deaths of wild animals in 

road and railway accidents have continued unabated. 

 

Facts and Figures: 

 West Bengal and Assam together accounted for 37 out of the 49 deaths of elephants on train tracks across the 

country.  

 While the number of elephant casualties on railway tracks in West Bengal has fallen from five in 2015-16 to 

three in 2016-17 to two in 2017-18, 

 The number of elephants dying in railway accidents in Assam have increased in the same period — the State 

recorded three elephant deaths by accidents in 2015-16, ten in 2016-17 and 14 in 2017-18. 

http://nmcg.nic.in/
http://nmcg.nic.in/spmg_details1.aspx
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                                                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

Desalination plants harm environment: UN 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 A new study has revealed that for every litre of fresh water extracted from the sea, a litre-and-a-half of 

extremely salty brine is dumped directly back into the ocean or the ground. The brine is also extremely toxic 

due to the chemicals like copper and chlorine used in desalination. 

 

Key findings of the study: 

 There are more than 16,000 desalination plants scattered across the globe.  

 However, it is mostly North Africa, West Asia, and Small Island states in the Pacific Ocean that rely 

heavily on desalination to provide safe drinking water. 

 The study notes that more than half of the 50 billion cubic metres of brine comes from only four countries, all 

in the Persia Gulf: Saudi Arabia (22 per cent), United Arab Emirates (20.2 per cent), Kuwait (6 per cent) and 

Qatar (5.8 per cent). 

 

Challenges: 

Environment and Human rights Issue: 
 The discharge from desalination plants i.e. brine, comprises about 5% salt whereas global seawater 

has 3.5% salt. 

 The brine reject tends to create a sort of niche microhabitat with higher levels of salinity around 

areas where they are let out. 

 Brine can cut levels of oxygen in seawater near desalination plants with ―profound impacts‖ on 

shellfish, crabs and other creatures on the seabed. 

 Brine water often contains toxins like chlorine and copper used in desalination. 

 Brine reject from the plant is often let out directly onto the beaches and near coastlines, thus eroding 

the coastline and the livelihoods of locals, in addition to turning the groundwater salty. 

 As per a UN study, desalination plants pump out 142 million cubic metres of salty brine every day, to 

produce 95 million cubic metres of fresh water, thus increasing the overall salinity of the oceans. 

 Desalination plants are highly energy-intensive and capital intensive. Using coal to heat saline water means 

thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide is produced in a 100 MLD plant. 

 India does not have standards for governing the brine concentration entering the sea, nor the EIA process is 

followed during planning a plant, which allows companies running desalination plants to escape 

responsibility. 
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Desalination: 

 Desalination essentially means removing salt and other minerals to make water fit for drinking or other 

purposes. The filtration of saline water can be done through Thermal Desalination Technology or 

Membrane Technology like Reverse Osmosis (RO). 

 In India, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu have the highest installed capacity of desalination 

 Chennai‘s one-third water demand is met by two desalination plants of Minjur and Nemmeli, churning 

out 200 million litres of water per day (MLD). 

 

Why India need Desalination Programme? 

Availability of drinking water in India is falling: 

 Between 2001 and 2011, there has been a significant decrease in use of wells (22.0 %), as a major 

drinking water source, indicating fall in ground water tables. 

 Per capita annual availability of water in the country is expected to fall from 1860 metre cube a year 

in 2001 to 1140 metre cube a year by 2050. 

 NitiAayog report warns that 21 cities are likely to run out of groundwater by 2020. Report estimates 

that demand will be twice the availability by 2030 and water scarcity would account for a 6% loss in 

India‘s gross domestic product (GDP). 

 Rural areas also cannot rely on groundwater due to erratic rains and the fact that the groundwater is 

increasingly used for farming when monsoon rains are delayed or insufficient.  

 Considering above problems, using seawater, that most coastal states have access to, can be an 

effective solution.  

 India‘s National Water Mission identifies desalination as a major tool to make sea water and 

brackish water accessible and usable for the people.  

 India already has desalination plants but to bring uniformity in the field of water desalination in the 

country the Union government is working on a new mission on desalination. 

                                                                                                                                                             Source:- Down To Earth 

 

Rajasthan‘s State bird may be extinct soon 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Only 50 Great Indian Bustards left in the wild, no action on plan to save them. 

 

Issue: 

 The population of the bird is on a decline and after becoming almost extinct from rest of the world, the bird is 

fighting for its survival 

 In India, the bird is found in 5 states and in the last 20 years they are have decreased to just 4-5 in each state. 

 In Rajasthan, the bird's population has come down to about 60- 70 but the official numbers are stated up to be 

around 100. 

 The bird has been given the status of the Rajasthan State Bird. 

 The decreasing numbers of the Indian Bustard, the State government had created a project to protect it 8 years 

ago.  

 The captive breeding was started 8 years ago but despite the funds getting released two years ago , the 

numbers came down. 

 

Captive breeding has not started yet: 

 The responsible parties for the captive breeding , Rajasthan forest department and Wild Life Institute of India 

( WII), have not started the breeding process yet.  

 For captive breeding, a closure has to be built in the Kota city of Rajasthan but sources say that the 

environment is not conducive for the bird to survive.  

 The other point of dispute is that the flight path of the bird was to be ascertained through a radio collar. 
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 The expert has said that if the captive breeding process is not initiated soon, the Great Indian Bustard will be 

lost forever. 

  

Great Indian Bustard: 

 Heaviest of the flying birds 

 These birds are often found associated in the same habitat as blackbuck 

 Found in India and the adjoining regions of Pakistan 

 In India, the bird was historically found in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Today the bustard is 

restricted to isolated pockets in Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan 

 Arid and semi-arid grasslands with scattered short scrub, bushes and low intensity cultivation in flat or gently 

undulating terrain. It avoids irrigated areas 

 

Protection: 

 CITES Appendix I. 

 Schedule 1 (Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act 2002 ) 

 Project Great Indian Bustard — state of Rajasthan — identifying and fencing off bustard breeding grounds in 

existing protected areas as well as provide secure breeding enclosures in areas outside protected areas  
                                                                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

 

19 amphibian species are critically endangered: ZSI list 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 According to Zoological Survey of India, 19 amphibian species critically endangered. 

 

More about the news: 

 According to IUCN, critically endangered species are the ones that are facing an extremely high risk of 

extinction in the wild. 

 Among the amphibians listed, 19 species are treated as critically endangered and 33 species as 

endangered 

 There are around 40 per cent amphibiansacross the globe which are threatened with extinction. 

 

Zoological Survey of India: 

 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) was established on 1st July, 1916 to promote survey, exploration 

and research leading to the advancement in our knowledge of various aspects of exceptionally rich life of 

theerstwhile ´ British Indian Empire. 

 Institution Headquartered in Kolkata. 

 

Objective: 

 Exploration, Survey, Inventorying and Monitoring of faunal diversity in various States, Ecosystems and 

Protected areas of India. 

 Periodic review of the Status of Threatened and Endemic species. 

 Preparation of Red Data Book, Fauna of India and Fauna of States. 

 Bio ecological studies on selected important communities/species. 

 GIS and Remote Sensing studies for animal diversity as well as for selected threatened • 

 Chromosomal Mapping and DNA finger printing.  
                                                                                                                                                                       Source:- The Hindu 
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2 rhinos raised at Kaziranga find a new home at Manas 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 A pair of hand-raised rhinos, a male and female, have been translocated from Kaziranga National Park to 

Manas National Park in Assam. 

 

Translocation of Rhino‘s: 

 The translocation was carried out by a joint team of Assam Forest department, International Fund for Animal 

Welfare (IFAW) and Wildlife Trust of India 

 The translocation of these two animals have raised rhino population to 38 in Manas National Park. 

 The augmentation of Rhinos were part of the initiative ―Bring Back Manas‘, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

Need of Translocation: 

 The greater one-horned rhinoceros, also known as the Rhinoceros unicornis, constitutes one of the key species 

as well as a charismatic species of Manas National Park.  

 Manas was once a home to a population of more than 180 rhinos but the entire population was wiped out 

during the ethnic unrest between 1988 and 2001.  

 The entire rhino population of Manas was rendered locally extinct. 

 Since the early part of 2000, there has been a restoration of peace in the area aided by the formation of the 

Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) for local governance. This has led to the restoration of conservation 

efforts at Manas. 

 Under the rescue and rehabilitation programme initiated by the government of Assam in collaboration with 

the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), Bodoland Territorial Council and International Fund for Animal Welfare 

(IFAW) 

Significance of Translocation: 

 In Asia, opportunities for intense biological management for the rapid growth of rhino population are limited.  

 However, the greater one-horned rhinoceros range has been expanded at minimum level in Nepal and India 

through the process of translocation. 

 With successful conservation, the numbers and densities of greater one-horned rhinoceros have been 

increasing. 

 The process of translocating the rhinos to Manas got back its status as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 

2011. 

Indian Rhino Vision-2020: 

 It is a joint programme for the long-term conservation of the greater one-horned rhino in Assam. 

 It has been developed and implemented by the Forest Department, Government of Assam, World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF) and International Rhino Foundation (IRF)  

 The programme is supported by a number of organizations including US Fish and Wildlife Services 

(USFWS), Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) and WADWT.  

 The programme aims to increase the population of the greater one-horned rhino by 3000 in new/ potential 

areas, all throughout the state of Assam, by the year 2020.  

 As part of IRV-2020 rhino population range expansion strategy, 18 rhinos were translocated from 

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary and Kaziranga National Park to Manas National Park between the years 2008 

and 2012. 

 For a viable and stable population of greater one-horned rhino at Manas National Park, it is essential to 

maintain a minimum of 40 rhinos with a sex ratio of 3:1.  

 The remaining rhinos required in different phases of the project will be brought from Pobitora Wildlife 

Sanctuary and Kaziranga National Park. 
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                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

Two trained jumbos deployed in Satkosia Tiger Reserve 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Two months after the tranquillisation of tigress Sundari, the Forest department has decided that two trained 

elephants will guard big cat. 

 

Need of Elephants in Tiger Reserves: 

 Two trained elephants, Mahendra and Rajkumar, were brought to Satkosia Tiger Reserve from Simlipal 

National Park 

 In any tiger reserve, elephants play a key role in tiger protection and monitoring measures. 

 Trained elephants will help ground-level forest guard‘s patrol deep in the forest where jeeps cannot go. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

‗India can‘t handle more big cats‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The 3rd Stock Taking Conference on Tiger Conservation was inaugurated in New Delhi on 28 Jan 2019. 

 Third in a series of Stock Taking Conferences, had discussions on the status of the Global Tiger 

Recovery Program (GTRP) by the 13 tiger range countries besides deliberations on combating wildlife 

trafficking. 

 While conservation efforts are aimed at increasing the tiger count in India, global experts and officials in the 

government suggest that India must also prepare for a new challenge — of reaching the limits of its 

management capacity. 

 

Datas and Facts: 

 India had 2,226 tigers as of 2014 

 India‘s current capacity to host tigers ranges from 2,500-3,000 tigers. 

 25-35% of India‘s tigers now lived outside protected reserves. 

 

Challenges: 

 With dwindling core forests as well as the shrinking of tiger corridors  

 poaching and man-animal conflict 

 Recent attempts at translocating tigers to unpopulated reserves, such as Satkosia in Orissa, have 

ended badly, with one of the tigers dying. 

Way forward: 

 The low availability of prey in some reserves, the country should now concentrate on developing vast tracts of 

potential tiger habitat that can be used to improve prey density, develop tiger corridors and therefore support a 

much larger population. 

 

International Stock Taking Conference on Tiger Conservation: 

 Third in a series of Stock Taking Conferences, this is the second to be held in India after 2012 

 The conference is being hosted by the National Tiger Conservation Authority, Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change in close collaboration with the Global Tiger Forum which is an International, 

Intergovernmental Organization for conserving tigers in the world. 

 13 Tiger range States—Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 Double the Tiger Numbers: 
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 During the St. Petersburg declaration in 2010, tiger range countries had resolved to double tiger numbers 

across their range by 2022. 

 

India‘s Stand: 

 At the time of deliberations at St. Petersburg, India‘s tiger estimate stood at 1411, which after the third cycle 

of the All India Tiger Estimation, 2014 has nearly been doubled to 2226.  

 The fourth cycle of the All India Tiger Estimation, 2018 is currently under way. 
                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu; PIB 

 

‗Plastic waste imports to India go up‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

 
 

Context: 

 According to environmentalist organisation, PanditDeendayalUpadhyaySmritiManch (PDUSM), De spite of a 

ban on the import of plastic waste into India, the influx of PET bottles has quadrupled from 2017 to 2018. 

 

Import of Plastic: 

 The import of PET bottle scrap & flakes has increased from 12,000 tonnes in FY 16-17 to 48,000 tonnes in 

FY 17-18 growing @ 290%. 

 India has already imported 25,000 MT in the first 3 months of FY 18-19 

 Indian firms are importing plastic scraps from China, Italy, Japan and Malawi for recycling. 

 As per the UN Comtrade Database, India is the 10th largest importer of plastic scrap . 

 It imports plastic waste in four of the five categories banned by China from over 50 nations, shows data from 

the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics of the Union Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. 

 

Widening Gaps: 

 Government and industry estimates suggest that India consumes about 13 million tonnes of plastic and 

recycles only about 4 million tonnes. 

 A lack of an efficient waste segregation system and inadequate collection is the root cause 

 

Causes of Increasing Imports: 

 The PDUSM has observed that legal loophole has led to increasing imports of plastic waste.  

 In 2016, an amendment allowed plastic imports as long as they were carried out by agencies situated in SEZs. 

 This provision has been exploited making way for plastic imports. 

 The easy availability and competitive cheaper costs are attracting Indian recyclers to import plastic waste 
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Way forward: 

 Impose a ban on importing plastic waste 

 The government, society and the corporate sector should work together with the aim to reduce the domestic 

plastic waste. 

 The government should welcome and provide facilities to those coming forward to recycle plastic waste. 

 There should be a network of recycled machines across all major cities and towns. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hind 

 

Microplasticfibres found in groundwater system: study 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 A new study published in the journal Groundwater has reported micro plastics in fractured limestone aquifers 

– a groundwater source that accounts for 25% of the global drinking water supply. 

 

Micro Plastic Fiber in Ground water: 

 The study identified microplastic fibers, along with a variety of medicines and household contaminants, in 

two aquifer systems in Illinois. 

 It is estimated that 6.3 billion metric tonnes of plastic waste have been produced since the 1940s, and 79% of 

that is now in landfills or the natural environment 

 

Effects of Plastics: 

 Plastic in the environment breaks down into microscopic particles that can end up in the guts and gills of 

marine life, exposing the animals to chemicals in the plastic 

 As the plastics break down, they act like sponges that soak up contaminants and microbes and can ultimately 

work their way into our food supply. 

 The presence of microplastics in groundwater is even more harmful as groundwater flows through the cracks 

and voids in limestone, sometimes carrying sewage and runoff from roads, landfills and agricultural areas into 

the aquifers below. 

 

Micro plastic: 

 Microplastics are plastic particles of less than 5 mm in diameter. 

 They enter the environment either as primary industrial products, such as those used in scrubbers and 

cosmetics, or via urban waste water and broken-down elements of articles discarded by consumers. 
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 
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How air pressure change in Arctic is causing fog in Delhi 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 A new study of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, has found that abnormal air 

circulation patterns in two far-away regions — the Arctic and Eurasia — have links to fog over the Indo-

Gangetic plains of north India. 

 The study reported that widespread fog conditions over the Indo-Gangetic plains were connected to the 

abnormal movement of high pressure systems over the Arctic Circle and the Eurasian middle latitudes.  

 The study period for the research was December and January months from 1979 to 2013. 

 

Mechanism: 

 When an environment with lower air pressure surrounds the Arctic region, the cold air stays locked-up within 

the Arctic Circle.  

 The development of high air pressure over the Arctic Circle, combined with east-west movements of air 

circulation over Eurasia, can cause more cold air to advance towards the tropical latitudes and the Indo-

Gangetic plains 

 Sinking of cold air coming from the Arctic and Eurasian regions over the Indo-Gangetic plains allows 

development of high pressure and favours fog formation in the presence of moisture close to the surface. 

 Fog scenario in the Indo-Gangetic plains commonly occurs because of the development of a high pressure 

environment over the Himalayan valley.  
                                                                                                                                                          Source:- Times Of India 

Hope for Kerala in Bandipur deadlock 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 The difference of opinion between the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways over the proposal to construct elevated roads through sections of the Bandipur Tiger Reserve has 

given a sliver of hope to the Kerala government to tackle the night traffic ban on National Highway 766. 

 

 

 The contention between the two Central Ministries on the issue, in which Kerala and Karnataka have stakes, 

had led the Supreme Court to ask the Centre to arrive at a consensus within six weeks. 

Issue: 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has not concurred with the project for an elevated 5 

km road over Bandipur while the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is willing to construct five 

elevated sections, of which four will be in Bandipur and one in Wayanad. 
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 Now, the five-member panel appointed by the Supreme Court will have to intervene to secure a joint 

statement of the two Ministries before the apex court, T.M. Rasheed, convener, Nilgiri-Wayanad National 

Railway Action Committee, which has filed an appeal in the Supreme Court in this regard. 

 The nine-year-old ban on traffic through Bandipur between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. is getting more complicated 

with an increase in vehicles plying via the highway connecting Kozhikode to Mysuru during daytime. 

 

Bandipur National Park: 

 Located in Karnataka. 

 Together with the adjoining Nagarhole National Park, Mudumalai National Park and Wayanad Wildlife 

Sanctuary, it is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve making it the largest protected area in southern 

India and largest habitat of wild elephants in south Asia. 

 The park is flanked by the Kabiniriver in the north and the Moyar river in the south. The Nuguriver runs 

through the park. 

 The highest point in the park is on a hill called HimavadGopalaswamyBetta  
                                                                                                                                                                     Source:- The Hindu 

 

India stares at water scarcity [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 India faces an acute shortage of safe and sustainable water. 

 India is facing a low rainfall year. The rains‘ let down this time comes on top of an already low-rain and, in 

many places, no-rain ground situation. 

 The next nearest rains are six months away and there is no guarantee that June will see the onset of a normal 

monsoon. 

 According to the experts, tackling drought must be the immediate priority for administrators across the 

country. 

 

Rain Deficit facts: 

 the actual deficit last monsoon (2018) was modest — barely 10%.  

 However, the post-monsoon rainfall (October to December, 2018) or PMR as it is called by meteorologists 

has registered a 44% deficit.  

 This national average deficit conceals shortages in some regions where it is much higher. 

 In Marathwada, according to the IMD, the deficit is 84%, in Vidarbha, 88%. 

 

Concerns: 

 Experts have pointed out that years of policy-driven, corporate-driven water transfers from rural to urban, 

agriculture to industry, poor to rich and so on have made our country-side chronically water-scarce. 

 Certain critics opine that urban India does not realise this well enough. 

 

Way forward: 

 Appointing a commission like the Farmers‘ Commission: The next Prime Minister should appoint a 

commission like the Farmers‘ Commission, which Dr. M.S. Swaminathan headed, to advise him or her on 

how water scarce India needs to face drought. 

 The Commission must be given just one month to complete its study and make its recommendations. 

 Penalties should be incorporated rather than making mere advisories or appeals to the defaulters. 

 Addressing the deepening drought, agrarian distress and water-management are the most critical issues that 

India faces today.  
                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 
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18 Indian institutions to study nitrogen pollution 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Nitrogen pollution is an emerging environmental problem linked with air pollution, biodiversity loss, 

pollution of rivers and seas and ozone depletion.  

 The British government has announced a research project to study nitrogen pollution in India and South Asia. 

 

More about the news: 

 The new partnership programme, South Asian Nitrogen Hub, will be led by the UK‘s Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology and will include 50 organisations from UK and South Asia. 

 The SANH will study the impacts of the different forms of pollution to form a ―coherent picture‖ of the 

nitrogen cycle. 

 In particular, it will look at nitrogen in agriculture in eight countries — India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Maldives. 

 India is the only country in South Asia that has completed its nitrogen assessment over a year ago and is 

already co-leading the South Asian nitrogen assessment for the UN Environment,‖ N Raghuram, who chairs 

the International Nitrogen Initiative, said. 

 

Nitrogen emission in India: 

 NOx emissions grew at 52% from 1991 to 2001 and 69% from 2001 to 2011 

 Agriculture remained the largest contributor to nitrogen emissions. 

 Non-agricultural emissions of nitrogen oxides and nitrous oxide are growing rapidly, with sewage and fossil-

fuel burning for power, transport and industry. 

 

Causes for Nitrogen Pollution: 

 Emissions from chemical fertilisers, livestock manure, and burning of fossil fuels.  

 Gases such as ammonia and nitrogen dioxide contribute to poor air quality and can aggravate respiratory and 

heart conditions, while nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas that depletes the ozone layer.  

 Nitrate from chemical fertilisers, manure and industry pollutes rivers and seas, posing a health risk for 

humans, fish, coral and plant life.   
                                                                                                                                                 Source:- Down To Earth 

 

NGT seeks report on solid waste management 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Concerned over the lack of action pertaining to the compliance of solid waste management across the country, 

the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has summoned the Chief Secretaries of all States and Union Territories 

from March 1 onwards. 

 

More about the news: 

 A Bench headed by Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel has directed the Chief Secretaries to be present before the 

tribunal with status reports of action taken and the subsequent measures to be adopted.  

 According to the World Bank, India‘s daily waste generations will reach 3,77,000tonnes by 2025. Unless the 

problem is tackled, its impact on health and lives of citizens can be devastating. - the bench said, 

 The bench further said, It is high time stern measures are taken not only by those in charge of administering 

law themselves but also by educating and involving public at large. 

 States have also been asked to display their progress reports on the websites of pollution control boards. 
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Special Task force: 

 All States and union territories have been directed to constitute special task forces in every district 

 Information Education and Communication (IEC) programmes have been suggested for public awareness. 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 

How large-scale activity is eroding the ecosystem in central Western Ghats 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 A recent study has found that unplanned developmental activities and haphazard land use are reducing 

evergreen forest cover and perennial streams in the central region of the Western Ghats. 

 

More about the study: 

 Indian researchers have mapped how large-scale activities have eroded the ecosystem in central Western 

Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot known for its rich ecology, natural forest systems and perennial rivers. 

 The study focussed on the Kali river, which originates in Uttara Kannada district of Karnataka and joins the 

Arabian Sea at Karwar. 

 

Water Scarcity: 

 An analysis showed that although the Kali river has sufficient water supply and perennial streams in the Ghats 

and the coastal area, regions that lie in plain lands with higher degree of agriculture and cultivation have 

intermittent and seasonal flow that has led to water scarcity for four to nine months in a year. 

 Perennial streams were found in regions that have greater than 70% of forest cover, showing the link between 

ecology and hydrology with land use. 

 The study said that management practices adopted by engineers were contributing to erosion of water 

retention capability in the river catchment with severe water scarcity. 

Reducing Evergreen Forest cover: 

 The researchers found that between 1973 and 2016, forest cover around the river reduced from 85% to 55%. 

 Evergreen forests have also shrunk from 62% to 38.5%  

 

Causes for Reducing forest cover: 

 Substantial change in the land use pattern. 

 Developmental projects such as  

 Dams built on the Kali,  

 the Kaiga nuclear power plant and  

 The Dandeli paper mill. 

 The paper mill has in fact led to large-scale conversion of forests to crops. 

 Large water reservoirs have been constructed at the expense of forest cover. 

 

Way forward: 

 The government agencies should establish better management and conservation strategies to maintain forest 

cover for food and water security. 
                                                                                                                                               Source:- Business Standard 

 

Signs of a turnaround: on RBI‘s Financial Stability Report [Editorial /Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment 

Context: 

 India‘s financial system remains stable, and the banking sector shows signs of improvement, even though the 

global economic environment and the emerging trends in financial sector pose challenges 
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Highlights of the Report: 

 Credit growth of scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) has improved between March 2018 and September 

2018, driven largely by private sector banks (PVBs). 

 The asset quality of banks showed an improvement with the gross non-performing assets (GNPA) ratio of 

SCBs declining from 11.5 per cent in March 2018 to 10.8 per cent in September 2018. 

 Under the baseline scenario, GNPA ratio may decline from 10.8 per cent in September 2018 to 10.3 per cent 

in March 2019. 

 Analysis of the financial network structure for the period September 2017 – September 2018 reveals a 

shrinking inter-bank market and increasing bank linkages with asset management companies-mutual funds 

(AMC-MFs) for raising funds and with NBFCs/Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) for lending. 

 RBI report said global growth outlook for 2018 and 2019 was "steady".  

 However, the central bank added that downside risks rose due to tightening of financial conditions in 

Advanced Economies, and increasing protectionist trade policies and global geopolitical tension. 

 

Concerns Highlighted in the Report: 

 Data on banking frauds are cause for concern. Close to 95% of the frauds reported in the six months ended 

September were credit-related, with PSBs again bearing the brunt of mala fide intent on the part of borrowers. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Wi-Fi facility at 2,000 rail stations soon 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 Railways is working to provide free WiFi service at railway stations. 

 

More about the news: 

 During a high-level meet, Railway Minister PiyushGoyalemphasizes on timely delivery and vigorous 

monitoring of Railway projects and activities. 

 The deliberations covered subjects pertaining to safety, passenger services, passenger amenities, revenue 

generation, infrastructure development, staff welfare and transparency at all levels of functioning 

 While reviewing the performance during the current year so far, the Minister gave following directions: 

 

1. Time-bound work: 

 Railway Minister called upon the top Railway officials to gear up their machinery to complete 

various projects and activities in a time-bound manner adhering to the notified deadlines.   

 The Minister called upon to focus on subjects pertaining to safety, passenger services, passenger 

amenities, revenue generation infrastructure development, staff welfare and transparency at all levels 

of functioning. 

 

2. Online monitoring: 

 An integrated dashboard portal displayable on a screen will be put in place by 15th January 2019.  

 This will be done across the entire railway network, and efforts are being taken for providing 

viewing access of this Dashboard to the general public also at the earliest. 

 

3. Dedicated Freight Corridor Commissioning: 

 Taking note of substantial progress in the construction of Dedicated Freight Corridor, Goyal said that 

commissioning of 777 km of both eastern and western DFC should be ensured by the end of 

February 2019. 

 

4. Transparent Reservation System:  

 With a view to making ticket booking further transparent, the Minister directed that reservation chart 

should be made available in the public domain as soon as possible.  
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 He also said that possibility of booking tickets even after scheduled departure of trains or after 

boarding the train should be explored if seats are available. 

 

5. Single helpline number: 

 single helpline number for all non-security complaints should be developed for the convenience of 

passengers by the end of January 2019. 

 

6. Station Development: 

 Redevelopment of 68 stations should be done till February 2019 with provisions to monitor their 

progress on integrated dashboard along with the current photographs. 

 

7. Wi-Fi: 

 Goyal directed that such wi-fi facility should be provided in at least 2000 Railway stations across the 

country in the near future and all stations ultimately.  

 

8. Station improvement:  

 The Minister said that activities like LED lighting in cost-efficient manner, installation of CCTV in 

kitchens, retiring rooms etc., improving overall ambience and infrastructure in and around railway 

stations, installation of tall national flags in all A-1 category stations, display hoardings to 

achievements of railways in recent years should be completed in time.   He said that 3D Digital 

Museums at 100 stations should be completed before 15th February‘ 2019 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

PM inaugurates Integrated Check Post at Moreh 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi Friday inaugurated eight key development projects and laid the foundation 

stones for four schemes in Manipur.  

 

More about the news: 

 The Prime Minister NarendraModi, inaugurated the Integrated Check Post at Moreh. 

 He also inaugurated the Dolaithabi Barrage Project, the FCI Food Storage Godown at Sawombung, and 

projects related to water supply and tourism. 

 

 

Integrated check post: 

 An ICP not only provides various services under one roof but is also equipped with cargo process building, 

cargo inspection sheds, warehouse, cold storage, currency exchange counters, Internet hubs, clearing agents, 

banks, vehicle scanners, isolation bay and parking. 

 India‘s first ICP was at Attari border, Amritsar with Pakistan. Second one was opened at Bangladesh border at 

Agartala in 2013. 

 

Need of Integrated check post: 

 The borders need to be secured against interests hostile to the country.  

 Putting in place systems that are able to interdict such elements while facilitating legitimate trade and 

commerce are among the principal objectives behind setting up the new ICPs. It is therefore necessary to 

undertake integrated development of infrastructure at the entry points on our land borders. 
                                                                                                                                                                             Source:- PIB 
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Defence manufacturing rules eased 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their 

effects on industrial growth 

Context: 

 The government issued a notification last week simplifying the the process for approval of manufacturing of a 

range of defence and aerospace equipment and components by private industry 

 It is done by bringing them under the licensing authority of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion 

(DIPP). 

Building Warship: 

 Items are listed in three categories -defence aircraft, warships of all kinds, and allied items of defence 

equipment. 

 The most significant aspect is that warships of all kinds, surface and sub-surface, have been included in the 

listing. 

 This notification, which supersedes DIPP‘s earlier press note of June 2014 on this issue, segregates defence 

items in two categories covered by two different Acts — the Industries (Development and Regulation) Act, 

1951, and the Arms Act, 1959. 

 

Beneficiaries: 

 This move is also expected to help foreign Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) looking for partnerships 

with the private sector. 

 The Defence Ministry has also formulated an ambitious Strategic Partnership (SP) model under the Defence 

Procurement Procedure (DPP) 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

India‘s GDP may grow at 7.3% in 2018-19, says World Bank 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 The World Bank has predicted that India's GDP will grow at 7.3 per cent during 2018-19. In comparison, 

China is expected to register a much lower growth rate of 6.3 per cent this fiscal. 

 

More about the news: 

 The recent report released by the 'Global Economic Prospects: Darkening Skies' says that most world 

economies stare at dark times in this financial year. However, it has projected a brighter picture for India 

and the South Asian region as a whole. 

 The World Bank on Wednesday kept India‘s growth projection unchanged at 7.3% for 2018-19 and 7.5% in 

2019-20  

 The world bank report said, "In India the recent introduction of a GST and steps toward demonetisation are 

expected to encourage a shift from the informal to the formal sector." 

Highlights of the Global economic prospects: 

 According to the World Bank, India's GDP will grow at 7.3 per cent in 2018-19. This will further climb up to 

7.5 per cent in the next two financial years.  

 The World Bank reasons that this is a result of increased consumption and investment.  

 Besides, it says that the economy is regaining after a temporary slowdown due to demonetisation and the 

implementation of GST. 

Comparison with China: 

 In comparison with India, China's economic growth is projected to slow down to 6.2 in 2019 and 

2020, and 6 per cent in 2021. In 2018-19, China's GDP is expected to grow at 6.5 per cent. 

 The World Bank report has said that India's economy declined in 2017 due to demonetisation and the 

implementation of the Goods and Services Taxes (GST).  

 In 2017, China grew at 6.9 per cent while India's GDP growth was 6.7 per cent.  
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 "India's growth outlook is still robust. India is still the fastest growing major economy,". 

India‘s Growth: 

 "In India, the growth has accelerated, driven by an upswing in consumption, and investment growth has 

firmed as the effects of temporary factors wane. However, rising interest rates and currency volatility are 

weighing on activity," 

 The World Bank said that in the financial year 2018-19, India's growth accelerated to an estimated 7.3 per 

cent from 6.7 per cent the previous year.  

 This was because the economic activity continued to recover with strong domestic demand.  

 "While investment continued to strengthen amid the GST harmonisation and a rebound of credit 

growth, consumption remained the major contributor to growth," the World Bank said. 

 The World Bank report said that the recent introduction of the GST and steps toward demonetisation are 

expected to encourage a shift from the informal to the formal sector.  

 World Bank Prospects Group Director AyhanKose said: "India's recent growth numbers suggest that the 

economy remains robust despite temporary setbacks (due to demonetisation and GST)," Kose said. 

 

Global scenario: 

 
  

 Meanwhile, growth among advanced economies is forecast to drop to 2 per cent this year.  

 Slowing external demand, rising borrowing costs, and persistent policy uncertainties are expected to weigh on 

the outlook for emerging market and developing economies. Growth for this group is anticipated to hold 

steady at a weaker-than-expected 4.2 percent this year. 

 Of all the regional blocs, South Asia is expected to accelerate to a growth of 7.1 per cent in 2019, underpinned 

by strengthening investment and robust consumption, with much of the contribution coming in from India. 

 Growth in Pakistan is anticipated to slow to 3.7 percent in 2018-19 as financial conditions tighten in the face 

of rising inflation and external vulnerabilities. Bangladesh is expected to register a growth of 7 per cent in 

2018-19. Sri Lanka is anticipated to speed up slightly to 4 percent in 2019, and Nepal's growth is expected to 

slow to 5.9 percent in FY 2018/19. 

 The report said, said that the South Asian region is more vulnerable due to persistent current account deficits 

and high levels of external debt. 

 The upcoming election cycle [2019 LokSabha election in India] next year elevates political uncertainty in the 

region. The challenging political environment could adversely affect the ongoing reform agenda and 

economic activity in some countries," the report says. 
                                                                                                                                                                         Source:-Livemint 

 

Centre to award UDAN-III routes soon 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 The Union Minister for Commerce, Industry & Civil Aviation said that the Union Ministry of Civil Aviation 

will shortly award new regional connectivity routes under UDAN (UdeDeshkaAamNagarik) III. 
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More about the news: 

 The government is also set to launch a Vision 2040 for the aviation sector. Vision 2040 is an effort to 

formulate a clear strategy for India‘s growth in the aviation sector. 

 The policy will focus on manufacturing aircraft in India, on technology, finance and areas of growth in order 

to leverage the most from the aviation sector. 

 

UDAN scheme: 

 UDAN or (UdeDeshkaAamNagrik) scheme was launched in n 2016. 

 To make air travel affordable through subsidised tickets and to provide its access to smaller towns. 

 It aims to connect major cities with tier-II and tier-III cities at a price of Rs 2,500 per one-hour flight. 

 In its first phase in 2017, 5 airlines were mandated to fly on 128 regional routes 

 In the second phase in 2018 15 airlines on 325 regional routes including those having chopper operations 

were mandated. 

 The third round of bidding under the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) – UDAN for domestic routes 

concluded recently and 15 airlines had bid for a total 111 routes. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

 

Diffo Bridge 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 RakshaMantri inaugurated the 426.60 metre long Pre Stressed Concrete Box Girder type bridge over 

Difforiver on Roing-Koron-Paya road in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 

Significance: 

 It would provide uninterrupted access between Dibang valley and Lohit valley region of Eastern Arunachal 

Pradesh 

 It would provide an all-weather Road to the troops deployed on the China Border. 
                                                                                                                                                                            Source:- PIB 

Bengaluru tops list of world's most dynamic cities: Survey  
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 JLL‘s City Momentum Index, Bengaluru is the world‘s most dynamic city, among 131 major established and 

emerging business hubs globally. 

 

Key findings of the Report: 
1. Asia Pacific is home to 19 of the top 20 cities in this year‘s index as urban growth continues to shift away 

from the West to the East. 

2. The absence of European and American cities demonstrates a marked East-West growth divide, reflecting 

Asia‘s continued rapid urbanization and economic growth, driven by globalization, innovation and 

demographic factors.  

3. Indian and Chinese cities dominating the rankings. 

4. Only one city outside of Asia Pacific, Nairobi, ranks in the top 20 most dynamic cities in the globe – and 

even in Nairobi there is a strong Asian influence, with significant amounts of investment from China, 

particularly focused on infrastructure projects. 

India‘s Stand: 

 According to the sixth City Momentum Index published by global real estate services firm, JLL. Delhi, Pune 

and Chennai took 4th , 5th and 7th spot respectively. 
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Challenge: 

 Investing in infrastructure and greater transparency is essential. The cities need to address the environmental 

and social impacts of rapid growth such as social inequality, congestion and environmental degradation. 
                                                                                                                                                           Source:- Economic Times 

 

Bihar top state in terms of GDP growth in FY18: Crisil report 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

Context: 

 According to the report by Crisil, Bihar has been ranked the top state in terms of GSDP (Gross State Domestic 

Product) growth in financial year 2017-18. 

 

GSDP Ranking: 

 12 large states have registered a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth of above 6.7, which is the national 

average in FY18. 

 With a GDP of 11.3, Bihar registered the highest growth rate in the country in the FY18 followed by Andhra 

Pradesh at 11.2, Gujarat - 11.1, Telangana - 10.4 and Karnataka 9.3 taking the top five spots. 

 Jharkhand - 4.6, Kerala - 5.0, Punjab - 6.2, UP -6.4 and Chhattisgarh 6.7 were at the bottom of the list in terms 

of GDP growth in the same period. 

  
Key findings of the report: 

 In fact, 12 out of 17 non-special states saw faster growth in fiscal 2018 compared with the previous five years 

despite the national trend of a slowdown in GDP growth in fiscal 2018.  

 However, it noted that this growth was not equitable, with the gap between the per capita incomes in low-

income and high-income States widening over the last five years. 

 In fiscal 2008, 8 of 17 states had per capita income lower than the national average. Of these, only 4 grew 

faster than the all-India rate in the following 5 years. 

 Only half of the low-income states started catching up with faster growth. These states were Bihar, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Jharkhand. 

 Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Odisha continued to lag.  

 Among the 9 high-income states which had higher per capita income than the national average in 

fiscal 2008, 6 recorded faster growth in the following five years. These were Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 

Gujarat, Kerala, Haryana and Maharashtra. 

 The report also stated that the faster growth rate has however not translated into job creation. 

 The report says that, eleven of 17 states recorded lower than all-India growth in ‗employment-intensive‘ 

sectors (namely manufacturing, construction and trade, hotels transport and communication services). 

 The report further says that, most states are not spending as they ought to, in areas such as health, irrigation, 

and education. 

 On the fiscal front, most states veered off the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act (FRBM) 

line.  



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 118 
 

                                                                                                                                                     Source:- Financial Express 

 

Think universal basic capital [Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 

Context: 

 India‘s GDP is growing quite well, though there are disputes about whether it grew faster under the present or 

previous governments. 

 There can be no dispute though that India needs to do much better to improve overall human development, in 

which it continues to be compared with countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Even its poorer sub-continental neighbours are improving health and education faster. Benefits of India‘s 

economic growth must trickle down much faster to people at the bottom of the pyramid: to poorer farmers, 

landless rural labour, and hundreds of millions of workers living on the edge in low-paying, ‗flexible‘ forms 

of employment with no social security. 

 

3 Structural Problem: 

 Economists seem to be offering three solutions to the economy‘s structural problems: 

(a) That there is no problem. 

(b) Moreprivatisation. 

(c) A universal basic income (UBI) to be provided by the state. 

 

Ground still to be covered: 

 Many economists are juggling with statistics to prove that the Indian economy is doing quite well. It is 

providing enough jobs, they say. And, statistically, poverty has reduced a lot. However, even these economists 

admit that a lot more must be done to improve education and health care, and to address the persistent 

informality and small scale of enterprises that are providing most of the employment in the country. 

 An ideological solution, accompanied with evidence that the government is unable to provide them, is more 

privatisation of public services. 

 As U.S. President Ronald Reagan said, government is not the solution, it is the problem. However, the private 

sector is structurally not designed to provide affordable public services equitably. 

 It is important to note that Milton Friedman, who too is often cited, said, the business of business must be only 

business. Businesses must be run with a profit motive. They cannot take on the burden of subsidising citizens 

who cannot pay for their services. 

 

Disruption and Basic Income: 

 Structural forces within the global economy have been driving down wages and creating insecure employment 

while increasing the mobility of capital and increasing incomes from ownership of capital. 

 Thomas Piketty and Oxfam have also drawn attention to increasing economic inequalities around the world. 

‗Industry 4.0‘, which has not yet spread too far, is expected to worsen these problems. 

 An economic consequence of declining growth of wage incomes will be reduction of consumption. Which 

will create problems for owners of capital and automated Industry 4.0 production systems. For, who will buy 

all the material and services that these systems will produce? 

 Therefore, some experts have opined that the UBI has appeared as a silver bullet solution. It will be an income 

provided to everybody by the very state that the capitalists say should get out of their way, and to whom they 

are unwilling to pay more taxes. 

 The beauty of a ‗universal‘ basic income, its proponents say, is that it avoids messy political questions about 

who deserves assistance. It also side-steps the challenge of actually providing the services required: education, 

health, food, etc. Just give the people cash: let them buy what they need.However, if the cash will not provide 

citizens with good quality and affordable education and health, because neither the government nor the private 

sector is able or willing to, this will not solve the basic human development problems that must be solved. 
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Quasi-universal basic rural income (QUBRI): 

 Some economists who were proponents of UBI have now begun to dilute their simplistic concept of UBI to 

make it financially and politically feasible. 

 They propose a QUBRI (quasi-universal basic rural income), targeted only at poorer people in the rural areas. 

 

Limitations: 

 The scheme is no longer universal. 

 It will exclude the not-so-poor in rural areas as morally it should. 

 Political questions about who should be included will have to be addressed. 

 It will not cover the masses of urban poor working for low and uncertain wages. 

 Therefore, some other schemes will have to be drawn up for the urban sector, and entitlement and 

measurement issues will have to be addressed for these schemes too. 

 All the schemes (rural and urban) could be cash transfer schemes, which Aadhar and the digitisation of 

financial services will facilitate. 

 However, this still begs the question about how to provide good quality public services for people to buy. 

 

Way forward: 

 Focus on building state capacity- strengthening of institutions of the state to deliver basic services such as 

public safety, justice, and basic education and health, which should be available to all citizens regardless of 

their ability to pay for them 

 It is also important to regulate delivery of services by the private sector and ensure fair competition in the 

market 

 Strengthen the missing middle-level institutions for aggregation of tiny enterprises and representation of 

workers. 

 Universal Basic Capital: The heart of the idea is to give all citizens equal access to capital. In this alternative 

approach to UBI, people own the wealth they generate as shareholders of their collective enterprises. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Source:- The Hindu 

Study says cow urine may be adding to global warming 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 Cow urine — a minor fount of research in India for its medicinal benefits — may also contribute to global 

warming.  

 The urine from the ruminant is a source of nitrous oxide emissions (N2O), a gas that is 300 times more 

powerful than carbon dioxide. 

  
 

Key Findings of the Study: 
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 Most times, when cow urine is used in degraded pastures, which are also seen in vast tracts of land in India, 

N2O emissions are tripled, says a study conducted in Colombia, Argentina, Brazil, Nicaragua, Trinidad and 

Tobago, and published in the latest edition of the peer-reviewed Scientific Reports. 

 The cattle and livestock are a significant source of methane, a greenhouse gas, and therefore a contributor to 

global warming, is well-known. However, the role of cow urine is less understood. 

 Dung and urine are commonly mixed together for manure in Indian fields. Since, India also hosts the world‘s 

largest livestock population, as well as significant tracts of degraded land, the findings may have a bearing on 

nitrogen emissions from Indian fields. 

 A 2012 satellite study by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) said that about 30% of India‘s 

geographical area (or about 96.4 million hectares) is degraded. 

 Degraded pastures not only affect food security and the livelihood of farmers today, but affect the livelihood 

of future farmers because they emit more gases that cause global warming 

 Degraded grasslands emitted more N2O than healthy pastures because the vegetation in the latter took up 

some of the reactive nitrogen compounds and only the leftovers were emitted. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

 

Spaceship zooms towards distant mysterious world 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space 

Context: 

 On January 1, NASA‘s New Horizons spacecraft became the first explorer to fly past the mysterious object- 

Ultima Thule, located some 4 billion miles from Earth. 

 This is a historic flyby of the farthest, and quite possibly the oldest, cosmic body ever explored by humankind. 

 

Aim of the research: 

 Ultima Thule will, therefore, be the most primitive planetary object yet explored, and will reveal to us what 

conditions were like in this distant part of the Solar System. 

 Ultima's nearly circular orbit indicates it originated at its current distance from the Sun. That means Ultima is 

an ancient sample of this distant portion of the solar system 

 

Ultima Thule: 

 Ultima Thule is located in the Kuiper belt in the outermost regions of the Solar System, beyond the orbit of 

Neptune. 

 Ultima Thule means "beyond the known world". 

 It is also called "cold classicals", which have nearly circular orbits with low inclinations to the solar plane, and 

which have not been perturbed since their formation perhaps 4.6 billion years ago. 
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 Ultima Thule is the most distant object of almost 6.5 billion kilometres from the Sun 

 It is condensed from solar nebula. 

 In 2016, researchers determined it had a red colour 

 Ultima Thule measures approximately 30 km in diameter 

 It is irregularly shaped 

  

New Horizon: 

 New Horizons launched on Jan. 19, 2006 

 The primary mission is to perform a flyby study of the Pluto system.  

 The secondary mission to fly by and study one or more other Kuiper belt objects (KBOs). 

 Significance: Itwill help us answer basic questions about the surface properties, geology, interior makeup and 

atmospheres on these bodies.  

 

Kuiper Belt: 

 Kuiper belt is a region of the solar system beyond the planets, extending from the orbit of Neptune. It consist 

mainly small bodies or remnants from the solar system‘s formation. 

 It is similar to the asteroid belt, although it is far larger 20 times as wide and 200 times as massive. 

 The Kuiper belt objects (KBO) are composed largely of frozen volatiles (termed ‗ices‘), such as methane, 

ammonia and water. 

 Kuiper belt is home to at least three dwarf planets Pluto, Haumea and Makemake. 

 Pluto, discovered in 1930, is considered its largest member. 

  

                                                                                                                                                                               Source:- The Hindu 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 122 
 

ISRO launches Samwad with Students on New Year Day 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Science and Technology- developments and their applications 

and effects in everyday life Achievement of Indians in science & technology 

Context: 

 As part of the enhanced outreach programme of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), a new platform 

named ―Samwad with Students‖ (SwS) was launched in Bengaluru. 

 

Aim: 

 ISRO aims to constantly engage youngsters across India in activities concerning space science to capture their 

scientific temperament.  

 The new conversation mission aims to inspire students cutting across schools and colleges. 

 SwS aims at drawing inspiration and motivation from young India. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Improved Light Combat Aircraft gets green light for production 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has been given the nod to manufacture weaponized version of 

Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas for the Indian Air Force 

 

Light Combat Aircraft (LCA): 

 The LCA is being designed and developed by the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) in Bangalore. 

 The Centre for Military Airworthiness and Certification (CEMILAC) has given the green signal to start 

manufacturing of Tejas Mk1 under Final Operational Clearance (FOC) configuration 

 The IAF has asked HAL to make 40 LCA aircraft. Of this, 20 will be in the advanced ‗FOC‘ (final operational 

clearance) format. Another 20 are in the earlier IOC (initial operational clearance) version. 

 The FOC tag signals that the novice LCA is fully equipped and fit for battle. It adds many features over the 

IOC version, which Tejas achieved in December 2013. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Navy shows prowess to airdrop containers 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 To provide a major boost to India's operational logistic capability in the Indian Ocean Region, the Indian 

Navy has conducted successful trials of the Sahayak air droppable containers. 

 

Sahayak air droppable containers: 

 The cylindrical containers have been indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) 

 Sahayak Containers will enhance Operational Logistics capability of Indian Navy. 

 It will provide the wherewithal to supply spares and stores to ships which are deployed more than 2000 Km 

from coast.  

 This will reduce the requirement of ships to close coast for collecting spares and stores, thereby increasing the 

deployment duration. 

 

Additional Information: 

 The Indian Navy has been enhancing its operational and logistic strength in the Indian Ocean Region by 

signing pacts with several friendly nations. Since 2016, India has signed logistics pacts with the US, 

Singapore, France, while similar pacts are expected to soon be signed with Russia and Japan. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu 

 

Chinese lunar rover named as ‗Yutu 2‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space 

Context: 

 China has named the lunar rover, successfully deployed to carry out a string of experiments on the far side of 

the moon, as ‘Yutu-2’. 

 The rover‘s touchdown is part of China Chang’e-4 lunar probe. 

 

More about the news: 

 Yutu 2 and its lander companion will conduct the first in-depth science investigations on the far side. 

 The lander also carries a biological experiment: a small tin containing silkworm eggs and the seeds of several 

plant species, including potatoes. 

 Mission team members aim to study how these organisms grow and develop in the low-gravity lunar 

environment. 

Background: 

 The original Yutu rover touched down, along with a lander, on the moon's near side in December of 2013 on 

the Chang'e 3 mission. 

 Chang'e 4 was originally designed as a backup for Chang'e 3 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

China‘s lunar probe sees first cotton seed sprout on Moon 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of  Space 

Context: 

 China sent several seeds to Moon in its spacecraft Chang‘e-4, and cotton was the only seed to germinate 

so far. 

 

More about the news: 

 A cotton seed carried to the Moon by China‘s recent Chang‘e-4 probe has sprouted, the first for any 

biological matter to grow on the Moon. 

 Along with cotton seeds, the biological growth experiments on the lunar surface included rapeseed, potato, 

and Arabidopsis seeds, as well as fruit fly eggs and yeast. 

 

Significance: 

1. This is the first time humans have done biological growth experiments on the lunar surface," said 

XieGengxin, who led the design of the experiment. 

2. Plants have been grown on the International Space Station before but never on the Moon. 

3. The ability to grow plants on the Moon will be integral for long-term space missions, like a trip to Mars 

which would take about two-and-a-half years. 
                                                                                                                                                        Source:- The Hindu 

Molecular mechanism of prostate cancer subtype unravelled 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 The molecular mechanism and pathobiology of SPINK1-positive prostate cancer subtype, the second most 

recurrent and aggressive in nature, that affects about 15% of patients has been finally unravelled. 

 The study was done by a multi-institutional team led by Prof. BushraAteeq from the Department of Biological 

Sciences and Bioengineering at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur. 

 

SPINK1: 
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 The SPINK1-positive prostate cancer subtype derives its name from the excess amount of SPINK1 oncogene 

found in the cancer cells. 

 Excess production of SPINK1 gene responsible for tumour and metastasis is not restricted to prostate cancer 

alone but also seen in colorectal, lung, pancreatic, breast and ovarian cancers. 

 The insights gained in this study might therefore help in the treatment and disease management of several 

SPINK1-positive malignancies. 

 In addition to excess amount of the SPINK1 oncogene, the researchers found that most cancer cells belonging 

to this subtype also have more than normal amount of a particular protein called EZH2. 

 Also, the levels of two microRNAs (miRNA-338-5p and miRNA-421) produced in SPINK1-positive cancer 

cells were much less. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Carbon microneedles: Low-cost, painless injections 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights 

Context: 

 Tiny needles less than 1 mm in size have been developed by researchers from Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Kharagpur. 

 When arranged on a patch, the tiny hollow microneedles can be used for painless drug delivery. 

 Last year, the team had developed microneedles from a widely used photosensitive polymer (SU-8). 

 

Highlights: 

 Since the needles were not hard enough and biocompatible, they modified it using a simple process of extreme 

heating or pyrolysis. 

 This produced glassy carbon needles which were almost 300 times stronger than the original ones. 

 Since it was made of carbon it was also biocompatible. 

 Heating removed most of the nitrogen and oxygen in the polymer and the needle was solely made of carbon. 

 The needles showed no toxicity when tested on mice models, says Prof. BidhanPramanick who completed his 

post-doctoral research from the institute. 

 The needles were arranged in a patch (10 X10) and tested for drug delivery. 

 The patch was attached to a 5 ml syringe and flow rate studied. 

 They found the flow corresponds to the inlet pressure suggesting that drug delivery can be controlled by 

managing the pressure. 

 

Drug Delivery System: 

 When a needle is inserted into the skin, it experiences resistance from the skin. A good needle should be able 

to overcome the forces to penetrate the skin. 

 Using compression and bending tests, the researchers found that the needles did not break or bend when force 

was applied. 

 The patch was tested on mouse models and even after 15 insertions, the patch and needles remained intact. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Source:The Hindu 

NASA probe discovers new planet 
GS PAPER  - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space 

Context: 

 NASA discovered new planet, named HD 21749b orbiting a dwarf star 53 light years away. 

 

More about the news: 

 HD 21749 is a star that is approximately 68% the mass of and 76% the radius of the Sun 

 The star has two exoplanets: a possibly rocky, hot sub-Neptune-sized exoplanet, named HD 21749b; 

and, a sub-Earth exoplanet, named HD 21749c 
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 This is the third new planet confirmed by the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) since its launch in 

April last year. 

 The planet in the constellation Reticulum appears to have the longest orbital period of the three planets so far 

identified by TESS. 

 Two other discovered planets are – Pi Mensaeb, a ―super-Earth‖ with a 6.3-day orbit, and LHS 3844b, a 

rocky world that speeds around its star in just 11 hours. 

 The surface of the new planet is likely around 300 degrees Fahrenheit relatively cool, given its proximity to its 

star, which is almost as bright as the sun. 

 

Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite: 

 The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is a space telescope for NASA‘s Explorers program, 

designed to search for exoplanets using the transit method in an area 400 times larger than that covered by the 

Kepler mission 

 The primary mission objective for TESS is to survey the brightest stars near the Earth for transiting exoplanets 

over a two-year period. 

Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 

Google Assistant breaks language barriers 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 At the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) 2019 currently on in Las Vegas, Google has unveiled a new 

feature: the ‗interpreter mode‘ in Google Assistant, its voice-based Artificial Intelligence (AI).  

 This would enable Google‘s virtual assistant to serve as a real-time language translator between two people. 

 

More about the news: 

 the ‗interpreter mode‘ in Google Assistant, which will be rolled out over the next few weeks on Google Home 

devices and Smart Displays, one can just tell the Google Assistant ―Hey Google, be my Japanese interpreter‖, 

and it would function as one.  

 Currently, this feature supports 27 languages, including English, Hindi, Polish, Indonesian, Swedish, Thai, 

German and Korean. 

 Google, which has to contend with Amazon‘s Alexa as it strives to position Google Assistant as the 

consumer‘s preferred voice-based assistant, also unveiled Google Assistant Connect, a platform that will 

enable third party device manufacturers to bring Google Assistant into their products ―in an affordable and 

easy-to-implement way.‖ 

 Later in 2019, the Assistant will be coming to more popular media and entertainment devices, including 

television sets from Samsung. ―You‘ll be able to use your voice to turn on the TV, change volume and 

channels, and switch between inputs.‖ 

 Even at this year‘s CES, some of the company‘s partners, including Sony, Hisense, Philips, TCL, Skyworth, 

Xiaomi and Haier, are showcasing Android TV devices that come with Google Assistant. 

 Google pointed out that its Assistant works with over 1,600 home automation brands and over 10,000 devices. 

Interestingly, Amazon announced around 70 products at its ‗Alexa event‘ held at its headquarters in Seattle in 

September last year. 
                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- The Hindu 

Space race [ Editorial / Opinion] 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the field of Space 

Context: 
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 China‘s achievement in landing a spacecraft on the far side of the moon could trigger a rivalry with the U.S. in 

outer space. 

 China‘s January 3 landing on the mysterious ―dark‖ side of the moon, the first by any country, gives Beijing a 

leg up on Washington over big ticket space exploration. 

 

Advantage of this move over the other countries: 

 The data that China obtains on the moon‘s craters could help it acquire an edge over other countries, including 

the U.S., in the highly competitive domain of space research. 

 The Chinese could also steal a march over the Americans by launching advanced rockets, which would 

explore new frontiers in space. 

 Unlike earth, the moon has an abundance of helium-3. In the far future, this can serve as the ideal fuel to 

power a new generation of spaceships, with the moon as the launchpad, instead of earth. 

 The Chinese may have also taken the lead over peers in exploring the possibilities of human habitation on the 

moon. 

 

Why China and U.S. are competing? 

 Unlike earth, the moon has an abundance of helium-3. In the far future, this can serve as the ideal fuel to 

power a new generation of spaceships 

 The Yutu-2, the rover of the ongoing Chang‘e-4 mission, is programmed to explore the South Pole-Aitken 

Basin. This vast impact region, 13 km deep and 2,500 km wide, has copious reserves of ice. The promise of 

water has persuaded international space scientists a suitable site for a permanent lunar outpost, which is on 

China‘s radar. 

 The promise of the moon‘s natural resources can add another layer of rivalry between the Chinese and the 

Americans. Space exploration has revealed asteroids as lucrative sources of precious metals such as gold, 

platinum, silver and iridium in the future 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- The Hindu 

ISRO cranks up Gaganyaan project 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of Space 

Context: 

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has set up a Human Space Flight Centre to implement 

Gaganyaan Project 

 

More about the news: 

 The Centre will be in charge of all human-related programme at the ISRO, including the Gaganyaan project 

 Scientist Unnikrishnan Nair has been named director of the centre. He had earlier led ISRO‘s Advanced 

Space Transportation Programme 

 The project director for Gaganyaan will be R Hutton, who is now project director for the PSLV 

programm  

Gagayaan: 

 Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended to be the basis of the Indian human 

spaceflight program. 

 The spacecraft is being designed to carry three people, and a planned upgraded version will be equipped 

with rendezvous and docking capability. 

 In its maiden crewed mission, Indian Space Research Organization‘s largely autonomous 3.7-tonne 

capsule will orbit the Earth at 400 km (250 mi) altitude for up to seven days with a three-person crew on 

board. 

 The crewed vehicle is planned to be launched on ISRO‘s GSLV Mk III in 2022. This HAL-manufactured 

crew module had its first uncrewed experimental flight in 2014. 

 

Future Launch: 
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 ISRO also announced the launch of India‘s second lunar mission Chandrayaan-2 in in mid-April 2019 

 Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft, will be launched on board the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) 

Mk-3. 

 Chandrayaan 2 will orbit around the moon to study its conditions and collect data of its topography, 

mineralogy and exosphere. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     Source:- The Hindu 

AI beats doctors at detecting early stage cervical cancer 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights 

Context: 

 According to a report published in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute, found precancerous cells with 

91% accuracy as compared to 69% By expert review or Conventional screening. 

 

Key findings : 

 Artificial intelligence may be poised to wipe out cervical cancer, after a study showed on Thursday that 

computer algorithms can detect pre-cancerous lesions far better than trained experts or conventional screening 

tests. 

 According to the World Health Organization, cervical cancer is the fourth most frequent cancer in women 

with an estimated 570,000 new cases globally in 2018. 

 Despite major advances in screening and vaccination, which can prevent the spread of human papillomavirus 

which causes most cases of cervical cancer, those gains have mainly benefited women in rich nations. 

 Some 266,000 women died of cervical cancer globally in 2012, 90% of them in low-and middle-income 

nations, according to the WHO. 

 The AI technique, called automated visual evaluation, found precancerous cells with 91% accuracy, according 

to a report published in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute. 

 In comparison, a human expert review found 69% of pre-cancers, while conventional lab tests like Pap smears 

found 71%. 

 

Clinical trials: 

 The goal is to roll out the technology in the next three to five years, enrolling more patients in clinical trials 

worldwide. 

 The technology has not been patented on purpose, he said. The aim is to keep costs low so that women most 

in need can benefit. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Musk unveils prototype of Mars-bound rocket 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of  Space 

Context: 

 SpaceX Unveils Prototype of Starship, SpaceX‘s Mars-Bound Rocket 

 

More about the news: 

 SpaceX has unveiled the first pictures of a rocket called Starship that may one day carry people to the Moon 

and Mars. 

 SpaceX currently launches regular supply missions to the astronauts living at the International Space Station, 

using its Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon cargo capsule. 

 It is now working on a new Dragon crew capsule that could start carrying people to the orbiting outpost 

 Other Musk ventures include OpenAI, Neuralink and the Boring Co., which focuses on infrastructure and 

tunnels. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 
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Isro developing technology to reuse first & second stages of rocket 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 In a bid to cut cost of satellite launchers, Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) is working on reusable 

launch technology for using the first and second stages of a rocket multiple times. 

 Isro is going to conduct an advanced version of the reusable launch technology (RLV) test in June-July. 

 

More about the news: 

 The first rocket stage will be recovered on a vertical landing spot on the sea like SpaceX has been doing it 

with its Falcon rocket. 

 However, recovering the second stage is not simple. We are, therefore, developing a winged body like a 

space shuttle.  

 This shuttle will be attached as a second stage in a rocket. 

 It will carry the top portion of the rocket comprising a satellite or spacecraft to space.  

 Once it injects the satellite in its orbit, the shuttle will glide back to the earth and land on an 

airstrip like an aircraft. 

 It is important to note that, "second stage recovery has never been tried by any other space agency in the 

world, not even SpaceX. 

 

Reusable Launch Vehicle Technology Demonstrator (RLV TD): 

 The RLV TD is a hybrid vehicle that combines the technologies of an aircraft and launch vehicle, one on top 

of the other 

 The main objectives of the RLV TD are to reduce cost of launch by increasing reusability and to increase 

reliability by achieving a Two Stage to Orbit (TSTO) capability. 

 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                     Source:- Times of India 

 

Before humans, 'humanoids' to do experiments in space 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the field of Space. 

Context: 

 The ISRO has said that it will not be sending animals on test missions before the planned Gaganyaan Mission- 

human spaceflight programme. 

 

More about the news: 

 ISRO will send a humanoid (robot resembling a human) for conducting experiments in space twice before 

actually sending humans under the Gaganyaan Mission in 2022 

 ISRO has been considering a wide range of experiments for the Gaganyaan mission, ranging from 

experimental medical devices and sensors to microbiology and waste disposal. 

 

Gaganyaan Mission: 
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 Gaganyaan is India‘s first Human Space Flight Programme to be launched by Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) by 2022. 

 The programme will make India the fourth nation in the world to launch a Human Spaceflight Mission. So far, 

only the USA, Russia and China have launched human spaceflight missions. 
                                                                                                                                                                                         Source:TIMES OF INDIA 

India ranks third in research papers on Artificial Intelligence 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 India ranks third in the world in terms of high quality research publications in artificial intelligence (AI) but is 

at a significant distance from world leader China, according to an analysis by research agency Itihaasa, which 

was founded by Kris Gopalakrishnan, former CEO and co-founder of Infosys. 

 

Methodology and Analysis: 

 The agency computed the number of ‗citable documents‘— the number of research publications in peer-

reviewed journals — in the field of AI between 2013-2017 as listed out by Scimago, a compendium that 

tracks trends in scientific research publications. 

 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 China ranked first with 37, 918 documents followed by the United States with 32,421 documents and India 

with 12,135 documents 

 When analysed by taking into account the number of times an article is referenced (citations), India ranked 

only fifth, behind the United Kingdom, Canada, the U.S. and China. 

 The Indian Institutes of Technology and the Indian Institutes of Information Technology were among the key 

centres for AI research. 

 The article observes that India must work at improving the quality of its research output in AI 
                                                                                                                                              Source:- The Hindu 

 

Saturn‘s rings are younger than thought 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the field of Space. 

Context: 

 Saturn‘s rings are one of our solar system‘s magnificent sights, but may be a relatively recent addition, 

according to data obtained from NASA‘s Cassini spacecraft before the robotic explorer‘s 2017 death plunge 

into the giant gas planet. 

 Scientists said that a calculation of the mass of the rings based on gravitational measurements of the planet 

collected by Cassini indicated they formed between 100 million and 10 million years ago in roughly the final 

2% of Saturn‘s current age. 

 The findings challenge the notion favoured by some astronomers that the rings developed soon after Saturn 

formed about 4.5 billion years ago along with the other planets, including the earth. 

 

Saturn Ring: 

 Saturn‘s rings are made up of billions of particles ranging from grains of sand to mountain-size chunks. 

Composed predominantly of water-ice, the rings also draw in rocky meteoroids as they travel through space. 

 Though Saturn appears surrounded by a single, solid ring when viewed by an amateur astronomer, several 

divisions exist.  

 The rings are named alphabetically in the order of discovery.  

 Thus the main rings are, from farthest from the planet to closest, A, B and C.  

 A gap 2,920 miles wide (4,700 kilometers), known as the Cassini Division, separates the A and B rings. 

 The rings themselves contain a number of gaps and structures. Some are created by Saturn‘s many small 

moons, while others continue to puzzle to astronomers. 
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                                                                                                                                                          Source:- The Hindu 
 

Japan satellite off to deliver artificial meteors 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context: 

 Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) conducted initial experiment for celestial show called 

―shooting stars on demand‖ service over Hiroshima early 2020; World‘s first artificial meteor shower. 

Artificial meteor Shower: 

 JAXA launched small Eplison 4 rocket containing seven micro satellites developed by StartUp AEL Co. Ltd 

 

 CASSINI Mission: 

 Launched in 1997, the Cassini mission — a cooperation between NASA, the European Space Agency 

and the Italian Space Agency — has sent back thousands of stunning images and made numerous 

discoveries about the ringed planet and its moons. 

 Cassini–Huygens is an unmanned spacecraft sent to the planet Saturn. Cassini is the fourth space 

probe to visit Saturn and the first to enter orbit.  

 Its design includes a Saturn orbiter and a lander for the moon Titan. 

 The lander, called Huygens, landed on Titan in 2005.  

 The spacecraft was launched on October 15, 1997. This was the first landing ever accomplished in 

the outer Solar System. 

 Objective: 

 Determine the three-dimensional structure and dynamic behavior of the rings of Saturn. 

 Determine the composition of the satellite surfaces and the geological history of each object. 

 Determine the nature and origin of the dark material on Iapetus‘s leading hemisphere. 

 Measure the three-dimensional structure and dynamic behavior of the magnetosphere. 

 Study the dynamic behavior of Saturn‘s atmosphere at cloud level. 

 Study the time variability of Titan‘s clouds and hazes. 

 Characterize Titan‘s surface on a regional scale. 
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 Micro-satellites payload contains 400 tiny chemical balls which glows brightly as it hurtle through atmosphere 

simulating meteor shower 

 Such chemical balls would shine for several seconds before they are completely burnt well before reaching 

earth 

 Possibility to simulate multi-colored flotilla of shooting star through tinkering the chemical ingredients in 

balls to change colors 

 Glow brightness would be visible even in light polluted metropolis of Tokyo 

 Micro satellites would also demonstrate various ―innovative‖ technologies. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Source:- Times of India 

 

ISRO‘s First mission on 2019 to put military satellite Microsat - R in Space: 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Achievement of Indians in science & technology; 

indigenization of technology and developing new technology 

Context: 

 ISRO is all set to launch DRDO‘s Microsat R and Kalamsat on board the PSLV-C44 on January 24 from its 

spaceport situated in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. 

 The 46th flight of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C44) will launch Microsat-R and Kalamsat 

 

PSLV - C44: 

 The PSLV-C44 is a four-stage launch vehicle which features alternating solid and liquid stages along with two 

strap-on configuration while it has been named PSLV-DL  

 PSLV-C44 is the first mission of PSLV-DL and is a new variant of PSLV. 

 The launch vehicle is the new version of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle while it will be moved to a higher 

circular orbit for establishing an orbital platform and carry out experiments. 

Microsat - R: 

 Microsat-R is an small Indian earth observation satellite built for the Indian military Defence Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO). 

 The satellite has a launch mass of 740 kg. 

 Earth Observing Satellite. 

 

KalamSat: 

 Kalamsat is a communication satellite with a life span of two months 

 The nanosatellite is a 10cm cube weighing 1.2 kg 

 The satellite cost was about Rs 12 lakh 

 Kalamsat will be the first to use the rocket's fourth stage as an orbital platform. The fourth stage will be 

moved to higher circular orbit so as to establish an orbital platform for carrying out experiments 

 It is named after former Indian president Dr APJ Abdul Kalam and was built by an Indian high school student 

team, led by RifathSharook, an 18-year-old from the Tamil Nadu town of Pallapatti 

 It is the world's lightest and first ever 3D-printed satellite 
                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 

Now, an app to help the visually impaired 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Context: 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar, has developed an app to help the Visually Impaired recognise 

currency notes 

 

Roshni App: 

 The app can recognise both old and new notes and gives audio information as to which note you are holding 

in your hands 

 The claim is that Roshni is the first Android app to successfully recognise new INR currency notes. 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 132 
 

 This App utilises an adaptable deep learning framework, which further uses the patterns and features 

embedded on the notes to differentiate and determine the currency denomination 

 The app can only recognise one note at a time.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Source:- The Hindu 

 

India tests new anti-radiation missile to take out enemy radars 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

Context: 

 India has tested a new indigenous air-launched missile called NGARM, which is designed to destroy a variety 

of surveillance and radar targets on the ground after being fired from a Sukhoi-30MKI fighter. 

 

NGARM: 

 This new-generation anti-radiation missile (NGARM), with a strike range of around 100-km 

 This is the first indigenous air-to-ground missile to be developed by the DRDO. 

 The NGARM can be launched from Sukhois from different altitudes and velocities 
                                                                                                                                                     Source:- Times of India 

 

In a first, Mallya declared a ‗fugitive economic offender‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - money-laundering and its prevention. 

Context: 

 Former liquor baron Vijay Mallya became the first Indian businessman to be declared a fugitive economic 

offender on January 2, under the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 

 The decision was pronounced by a special Prevention of Money Laundering (PMLA) court in Mumbai. 

 

More about the news: 

 The order was passed under Section 2F of FEOA against Mallya by the PMLA court. 

 The Special PMLA rule in favour of an application moved by the Enforcement Directorate.  

 It will allow the investigative agency to seize all his properties under the new law. 

 

Fugitive economic Offender: 

 A fugitive economic offender is an individual who has committed some specified offence(s) involving an 

amount of one hundred crore rupees or more and has absconded from India or refused to come back to India 

to avoid or face criminal prosecution in India. 

 A Fugitive Economic Offender is a person declared so by a 'Special Court' set up under the Prevention of 

Money-laundering Act (PMLA), 2002, against whom an arrest warrant has been issued in respect of any of 

the economic offences provided in the schedule to Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018 and who has left 

India so as to avoid criminal prosecution, or being abroad, refuses to return to India to face criminal 

prosecution.  

 The word, Fugitive economic offender  is defined in Section 2(1)(f) of the Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 

2018 which lays down measures to deter economic offenders from evading the process of Indian law by 

remaining outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts. 

 

Implications of being a fugitive economic offender: 

 The property of a fugitive economic offender, resulting from the proceeds of crime, including benami 

property, can be confiscated once he is declared so by the Court  

 Properties abroad are also liable for confiscation 

 Further, he would be disentitled from defending any civil claim 

 An Administrator will be appointed to manage and dispose of the confiscated property. 

Fugitive Economic Offender Bill 2018: 

 The Bill allows for a person to be declared as a fugitive economic offender (FEO) if:  
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                                                                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

 

Navy to set up new air base in Port Blair 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 

Context: 

 India has ramped up its defence installations in the Andaman and Nicobar islands near the Strait of Malacca 

through which 70 percent of merchant vessels pass.  

 The base INS Kohasa will give a boost to the defence. 

 

New Air base: 

 The Indian Navy will commission the new Base - INS Kohassa on January 24 in Shibpur area of North 

Andaman of the Andaman and Nicobar group of Islands. 

 This will be India‘s fourth air base and the third naval air facility in the archipelago 

 

Significance: 

 The Base is in consonance with the government‘s act east policy. 

 This will provide flexibility to the Indian Aircraft and ships in case of any emergency. 

 

Strategic importance: 

 an arrest warrant has been issued against him for any specified offences where the value involved is 

over Rs 100 crore, and  

 he has left the country and refuses to return to face prosecution.     

 To declare a person an FEO, an application will be filed in a Special Court (designated under the 

Prevention of Money-Laundering Act, 2002) containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and 

any information about the person‘s whereabouts.  The Special Court will require the person to appear 

at a specified place at least six weeks from issue of notice.  Proceedings will be terminated if the 

person appears. 

 The Bill allows authorities to provisionally attach properties of an accused, while the application is 

pending before the Special Court. 

 Upon declaration as an FEO, properties of a person may be confiscated and vested in the central 

government, free of encumbrances (rights and claims in the property).  Further, the FEO or any 

company associated with him may be barred from filing or defending civil claims. 

 

Key Features: 

 Under the Bill, any court or tribunal may bar an FEO or an associated company from filing or 

defending civil claims before it.  Barring these persons from filing or defending civil claims may 

violate Article 21 of the Constitution i.e. the right to life.  Article 21 has been interpreted to 

include the right to access justice. 

 Under the Bill, an FEO‘s property may be confiscated and vested in the central government.  The 

Bill allows the Special Court to exempt properties where certain persons may have an interest in 

such property (e.g., secured creditors).  However, it does not specify whether the central 

government will share sale proceeds with any other claimants who do not have such an interest 

(e.g.,unsecuredcreditors).  

 

 The Bill does not require the authorities to obtain a search warrant or ensure the presence of 

witnesses before a search.  This differs from other laws, such as the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CrPC), 1973, which contain such safeguards.   These safeguards protect against harassment and 

planting of evidence. 

 The Bill provides for confiscation of property upon a person being declared an FEO.  This differs 

from other laws, such as CrPC, 1973, where confiscation is final two years after proclamation as 

absconder. 



Unique IAS Academy – UPSC Current Affairs JaNUARY 2019 
 

0422 4204182, 9884267599, NVN Layout, New Siddhapudur, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore  Page 134 
 

 The new air base of INS Kohasa will give boost to the Defence, it will also help - countering the ever-

increasing presence of the Chinese Navy in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 The region is important for Navy‘s plan to consolidate its control in the Indian Ocean region. 

 The Indian Ocean Region is vital to world trade and economic prosperity of many nations as more than 75% 

of the world‘s maritime trade and 50% of global oil consumption passes through the IOR. 

 India has ramped up its defence installations in the Andaman and Nicobar islands near the Strait of Malacca 

and Six degree channel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 

 

Exclusive Satellite to help in securing Pakistan and Bangladesh borders 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas 

Context: 

 A satellite will be launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) exclusively for the Home 

Ministry to help it further strengthen its frontiers with Pakistan and Bangladesh among others 

 The move is part of recommendations made by a task force on the use of space technology in improving 

border management which have been accepted by Home Minister 

 To execute the project in a time bound manner, a short, medium and long-term plan has been proposed for 

implementation in five years in close coordination with the ISRO and the Defence Ministry. 

 

Key Highlights of the recommendation: 

 To build capacity in border guarding forces to use space resources for security, operational planning and 

border infrastructure development. 

 In short term, immediate needs of border guarding forces will be met by procurement of high resolution 

imagery and hiring of bandwidth for communications. 

 Over the long term, the MHA will develop ground segment and network infrastructure to share satellite 

resources by user agencies, develop a central archival facility for storing various imagery resources and 

dissemination of the same to user agencies 

 Deployment of the Central Armed Police Forces in remote areas will be also coordinated by satellite 

communications.  

 Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System-based GPS will provide navigation facilities for operational 

parties in high altitude, remote and difficult borders and Naxal areas. 

 

Aim of this project: 

 India shares land borders with Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar. 

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has been designated as lead agency for implementation of ground segment 

and network infrastructure, including establishment of archival facility. 

 This project will strengthen island and border security and facilitate development of infrastructure in 

border/island areas. 

 The Home Minister has approved report of the task force created by the MHA to identify areas for use of 

space technology in improving border management. 

 Island development, border security, communication and navigation, Geographic Information System (GIS) 

and operations planning system, and border infrastructure development are the areas identified for use of 

space technology. 
                                                                                                                                                   Source:- Economic Times 

 

Sea Vigil 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 

Context: 

 Ten years after ―26/11‖, the Indian Navy commenced the largest coastal defence exercise off the Indian coast 

on January 22 2019. 
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Exercise -SEA VIGIL: 

  

 Exercise SEA VIGIL, a first of its kind, is being undertaken along the entire 7516.6 km coastline and 

Exclusive Economic Zone of India and is involving all the 13 coastal States and Union Territories along 

with all maritime stakeholders, including the fishing and coastal communities. 

 SEA VIGIL aims to comprehensively and holistically validate the efficacy of the measures taken since 

‘26/11′.  

 Seaward monitoring during the exercise will entail patrolling off coast, in Offshore Development Areas and 

off our islands by the Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard, supported by the State Marine Police. 

 The exercise aims to simultaneously activate the coastal security mechanism across all States and Union 

Territories.  

 The exercise will cover a wide frontage covering for the first time the entire coast of India, including island 

territories. The exercise will also go deeper, being spread over seaward, coastal, and hinterland areas. 

 Exercise SEA VIGIL will provide a realistic assessment of our strengths and weakness and this will certainly 

help further strengthening of maritime security and in turn national security. 

 The exercise is a build up towards the major theatre level tri-service exercise TROPEX [Theatre-level 

Readiness Operational Exercise] which Indian Navy conducts every two years.  

 SEA VIGIL and TROPEX together covered the entire spectrum of maritime security, including transition 

from peace to conflict. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Source:- PIB 

National Awards to Anganwadi Workers under ICDS Scheme 
GS PAPER - 03 AWARDS AND HONORS 

Context: 

 The Minister of Women & Child Development, SmtManeka Sanjay Gandhi gave away National Level 

Awards to anganwadi workers to recognize their exemplary voluntary service in the field of child 

development and related areas under the ICDS Scheme. 

 

ICDS Scheme: 

 The Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) Scheme providing for supplementary nutrition, 

immunization and pre-school education to the children is a popular flagship programme of the government. 

 It is one of the world‘s largest programs providing for an integrated package of services for the holistic 

development of the child.  

 ICDS is a centrally sponsored scheme implemented by state governments and union territories. 

 

Objective: 

 To improve the nutritional and health status of children in the age-group 0-6 years; 

 To lay the foundation for proper psychological, physical and social development of the child; 

 To reduce the incidence of mortality, morbidity, malnutrition and school dropout; 

 To achieve effective co-ordination of policy and implementation amongst the various departments to promote 

child development; and 
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 To enhance the capability of the mother to look after the normal health and nutritional needs of the child 

through proper nutrition and health education. 

Benificiers: 

 Children in the age group of 0-6 years 

 Pregnant women and 

 Lactating mothers 

 

Services under ICDS: 

The ICDS Scheme offers a package of six services 

 Supplementary Nutrition 

 Pre-school non-formal education 

 Nutrition & health education 

 Immunization 

 Health check-up and 

 Referral services 
Source:- PIB 

 

Why India has failed to solve the riddle of agriculture marketing? 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints 

Context: 

 A parliamentary panel report submitted in the LokSabha on January 3 underlines that the country is yet to 

solve the 'Riddle of Agriculture Marketing'. 

  

Key findings of the parliamentary Panel Report: 

1. 1.69 to 73% of the rice and wheat produced in 14 years was not procured by FCI/state agencies 

 The huge gap between production and procurement meant that the farmers have not been able to get 

remunerative pricing for their produce. 

 Food Corporation of India (FCI) and state government agencies are one of the main platforms available to the 

farmers for sale of agriculture produce, but these agencies cannot be a wholesome substitute for an efficient 

marketing system 

 since 2002, close to 69 to 73 per cent of the production left with the farmers was sold outside these agencies 

and probably below the Minimum Support Price (MSP) too. 

 Small and marginal farmers account for 86.2 per cent of all farmers in India and are affected the most. 

 the majority of our farmers have not been able to get benefits of bumper production due to limited marketing 

platforms.  

  

2. Shortage of APMC markets in the country: 

 Principal Market Yards (PMYs) and Sub Market Yards (SMYs) set up by Agriculture Produce Marketing 

Committee (APMCs) in various states are the main marketing infrastructure for agricultural produce in the 

country. 

 Committee in its report stated that, 5 states—Bihar, Kerala, Manipur, Mizoram and Sikkim—these markets do 

not exist. 

 Further, there is no APMC market in the UTs of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman & Diu 

and Dadra & Nagar Haveli too. 

 

3. Regulated markets far off from farmers: 

 Though, The National Commission on Farmers said that a regulated market should be available to farmers 

within a radius of 5 km (corresponding market area of about 80 sq km).  

 However, the situation on the ground is very disappointing. 

 The report stated that, the variation in the density of regulated markets across the country that ranged from 

116 sq km in Punjab to 11,215 sq km in Meghalaya. 
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 In fact, the all-India average area served by a regulated market is 496 sq km as against 5 km as outlined by 

National commission on Farmers. 

 

4. Poor state of infrastructure in APMC markets: 

 Just 15 per cent of the APMC markets have cold storage facilities. 

 Weighing facilities are available in only 49 per cent of the markets. 

 APMC markets also fare poorly in banking, internet connectivity and drying facilities. 

 The civic infrastructure at most APMC markets is also in a very bad shape, causing inconvenience to farmers. 

 

5. Poorly implemented regulations of the APMC Act: 

 Poor implementation of the APMC Act due to the corruption and monopoly of traders and middlemen ensured 

that these markets did not work in the interest of farmers. 

 But the model APLM Act, 2017 that was meant to facilitate market access and provide freedom to the 

producers to sell their produce to the consumers has been adopted by just two states —Punjab and Uttar 

Pradesh.  

  

6. At least one graminhaat must be present in each Panchayat: 

 Even though ‗GraminHaats‘ with adequate infrastructure facilities are a viable alternative for agriculture 

marketing,  

 The government has not acted on the recommendation of upgrading rural markets into business hubs. 

 

Recommendations by the Panel: 

 The committee report stressed on the need to create alternative platforms for marketing of agriculture produce 

which are easily accessible to the farmers and also ensure access to end consumers.   

 The Committee  has asked the government to create marketing infrastructure in these places. 

 The Centre has been asked to start consultations with the concerned state governments to increase the number 

of agriculture markets in the country and improve civic infrastructure, banking facility, digital connectivity 

and other facilities in APMC markets.  

 The government has been asked to devise a Centrally-sponsored scheme for modernisation of APMC markets 

in India. 

 A radical reform in APMC Act is required to ensure justice for farmers in the country. 

 The ministry has been asked to raise the target of GraminHaats to be modernised under the GrAM scheme. It 

should also be ensured that at least one GraminHaat is present in each Panchayat of the country. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Prioritising marketing management and connecting farmers with the consumers is one of the keys to 

overcome agricultural stress faced by our farmers. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  Source:- Down To Earth 

 

Indus Food 2019 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Food processing & related industries in India- scope & significance, location, 

upstream & downstream requirements, supply chain management 

Context: 

 INDUS FOOD-II with the theme of ‗World Food Supermarket’ will be held at India Expo Mart, Greater 

Noida. 

Aim: 

 The event is aimed at promoting India as a strong and reliable exporter of food and beverage products to the 

world. 

 INDUS FOOD 2019 will promote value addition to India‘s agriculture exports and integrate Indian farmers 

and agricultural products with global value chains. 
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Impacts: 

 The event will lead to greater interaction of Indian exporters with global customers leading to enhanced 

product development and better price realization in international markets. 

 The mega food event will bring business opportunities to the doorstep of Indian producers and manufacturers 

and help small exporters, who cannot afford participation in overseas fairs, to have a direct interface with 

foreign buyers who visit India for this show. 

 

INDUS Food 2019: 

 INDUS FOOD is a global platform where top exporters from Food and Beverage Industry of India will be 

participating and buyers from across the world have been invited.  

 It enables B2B engagements of buyers and suppliers, after careful business matchmaking, which takes care of 

precise business requirements of each participant, and enables him to pick and choose whom to meet. 

 The event is organized jointly by Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) and Department of Commerce.                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Source:- PIB 

8 people from India have joined Al Qaeda wing: NIA 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of 

organized crime with terrorism 

Context: 

 Around eight men from Kerala and Karnataka are said to have joined Jabat Al-Nusra, a former Al Qaeda 

outfit, in Syria, a National Investigation Agency (NIA) official said. 

 This is the first time that the NIA agency has filed a case against Indians for joining a terrorist outfit other 

than the Islamic State in Syria. 

  
 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) : 

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a central agency founded by the Indian Government to combat terror 

in India. It is the dedicated Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency. 

 The organization deals with terror related crimes across states without special permission from the states. 

 The Agency came into survival with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency Act 2008 by the 

Parliament of India. 

 

Vision: 

 The National Investigation Agency aims to be a thoroughly professional investigative agency matching the 

best international standards.  

 The NIA aims to set the standards of excellence in counter terrorism and other national security related 

investigations at the national level by developing into a highly trained, partnership oriented workforce. 

 NIA aims at creating deterrence for existing and potential terrorist groups/individuals.  

 It aims to develop as a storehouse of all terrorist related information. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Philip Kotler Presidential award presented to PM 
GS PAPER - 02 AWARDS  

Context: 

 The Prime Minister, Shri NarendraModi On Jan 14, 2019, received the first-ever Philip Kotler Presidential 

award. 

 

Award citation says: 

 NarendraModi is selected for his outstanding leadership for the nation. His selfless service towards India, 

combined with his tireless energy has resulted in extraordinary economic, social and technological advances 

in the country. 

 Under his leadership, India is now identified as the Centre for Innovation and Value Added Manufacturing 

(Make in India), as well as a global hub for professional services such as Information Technology, Accounting 

and Finance. 

 The Citation also mentions: ―His visionary leadership has also resulted in the Digital Revolution (Digital 

India), including the Unique Identification Number, Aadhaar, for social benefits and financial inclusion. It is 

enabling entrepreneurship, ease of doing business, and creating a 21st century infrastructure for India.‖ 

 The Citation mentions initiatives such as Make in India, Startup India, Digital India, and Swachh Bharat, 

―which have positioned India as one of the most lucrative manufacturing and business destinations in the 

world.‖ 

 

Prof. Philip Kotler Award: 

 The Philip Kotler Presidential Award focuses on the triple-bottom-line of People, Profit, and Planet. 

 It will be offered annually to the leader of a Nation. 

 The Philip Kotler award conferred upon the Indian PM Mr. NarendraModi is decided and awarded by the 

World Marketing Summit (WMS).  

 The WMS is an organization founded by Prof. Philip Kotler in 2011. 

 Headquartered in Toronto, Canada, the organization is committed to ―creating a better world through 

Marketing‖. 

 It is said that in 2018, Prof. Kotler gave his permission to Kotler Impact and the Department of 

Management Studies at ISM Dhanbad to use his name for certain awards. 

 After this agreement came up an award for recognizing the marketing excellence among the Indian 

Industries. This award is the Kotler Marketing Excellence (KME) Awards. 

 The KME Awards, are developed to recognize genuine mastery in the field of marketing by celebrating 

exceptional achievements of organizations. 

 

Prof. Philip Kotler: 

 Prof. Philip Kotler is a world renowned Professor of Marketing at Northwestern University, Kellogg School 

of Management, Illinois, USA. 

 Prof. Kotler has more than 60 Marketing books to his name. 

 The most famous of his books, the book on Marketing Management, is referred by the students as the main 

textbook in the best B-schools in India. 
Source:- PIB 

 

SC to hear petition on Bhopal gas leak payout 
GS PAPER - 03 DISASTER - Disaster and disaster management 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has agreed to hear in April the curative petition filed by the Centre in 2011 for additional 

compensation for Bhopal gas tragedy victims from US-based Union Carbide Company( which is now owned 

by Dow Chemicals). 

 

More about the news: 
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 The petition filed in December 2010 seeks additional compensation of Rs.7413 crores, seeking re-

examination of the apex court's February 14, 1989 judgement by which the compensation was fixed at 

US$ 470 million (Rs 750 crore) and subsequent orders of February 15 and May 4 determining the mode 

of payment and settlement. 

 Centre says that the earlier settlement was based on incorrect assumptions on the number of deaths, 

injuries and losses, and has not taken into account the subsequent environmental degradation.  

 The settlement was based on the earlier figure of 3,000 deaths and 70,000 injury cases; the curative 

petition has put the death numbers at 5,295 and injury figure at 527,894. Has sought. 
                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


