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NAVY PLANNING TO INDUCT WOMEN AS SAILORS 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - Social empowerment 
 

Context:  

 In a first, the Navy is looking at recruiting women in the rank of sailors. The matter was discussed at the three-day 

Naval Commanders Conference that concluded on Friday. 

 Navy chief (Sunil Lanba) confirmed that enrolment of women in the sailor rank. Inclusion of women as sea-going 

cadres is also being looked at in the near future. 
 

Women in Navy: 

 At present, women are deployed in different branches of the Navy but are not sent at sea. They, however, work as 

observers in Navy's Dornier aircraft, IL-38 and P-8i reconnaissance aircraft. 

 There are over 639 women personnel in Navy, including 148 medical officers and two dental officers.  

 The women officers are deployed in areas like education, law, naval construction. 

 Currently, women are recruited only as officers in all the three services. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GOOGLE OUTLINES STEPS TO TACKLE WORKPLACE HARASSMENT 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - Social empowerment 

Context: 

Google on 8th November, outlined changes to its handling of sexual misconduct complaints, hoping to calm outrage that 

triggered a worldwide walkout of workers last week. 
 

 

More about the News: 

 Transparent: 

o Arbitration of harassment claims will be optional instead of obligatory, according to Pichai, a move that 

could end anonymous settlements that fail to identify those accused of harassment. 

o Pichai promised that Google will be more transparent with how concerns are handled, and provide better 

support and care to those who raise such issues with the company. 

 Consolidating the complaint system: 
o Google will provide "more granularity," regarding sexual harassment investigations and their outcomes 

o A section of an internal "Investigations Report" will focus on sexual harassment to show numbers of 

substantiated concerns as well as trends and disciplinary actions 

o Google is consolidating the complaint system and that the process for handling concerns will include 

providing support people and counselors. 

o Google will update its mandatory sexual harassment training, and require it annually instead of every two 

years as had been the case. 

 Alcohol is no excuse: 

o Google is also putting the onus on team leaders to tighten the tap on booze at company events, on or off 

campus, to curtail the potential for drunken misbehavior. 

o Harassment is never acceptable and alcohol is never an excuse," Google said in a released action statement. 

o Google policy already bans excessive consumption of alcohol on the job; while on company business, or at 

work-related events. 

 Improving workplace diversity: 

○ The company also promised to "recommit" to improving workplace diversity through hiring, retention, and 

career advancement.' 

○ Thousands of Google employees joined a coordinated worldwide walkout a week ago to protest the US tech 

giant's handling of sexual harassment. 
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 Call for change: 

o The protest took shape after Google said it had fired 48 employees in the past two years including 13 senior 

executives  as a result of allegations of sexual misconduct. 

o Demands posted by organisers included an end to forced arbitration in cases of harassment and 

discrimination for all current and future employees, along with a right for every Google worker to bring a 

co-worker, representative, or supporter when filing a harassment claim. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

ODISHA HOUSE PASSES 33% RESERVATION FOR WOMEN 
GS PAPER - 01 - SOCIETY - Social empowerment 
 

Context: 

 The Odisha Assembly has unanimously passed a resolution seeking 33 percent reservation for women in legislative 

assemblies and Parliament. 

 While moving the resolution, Patnaik had termed the proposal as "historic". 

 The resolution was passed ahead of the Winter Session of Parliament, which begins on December 11. The Women's 

Reservation Bill is pending in the parliament. 
  

Constitutional provisions -  

 73rd and 74th Amendment Act of the Constitution, which reserves one-third of all seats in panchayats and 

urban local bodies for women. 

 108 Constitutional Amendment Bill: 

o The bill  seeks to reserve one-third of all seats for women in the Lok Sabha and the state legislative 

assemblies.  The allocation of reserved seats shall be determined by such authority as prescribed by 

Parliament. 

o One third of the total number of seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be 

reserved for women of those groups in the Lok Sabha and the legislative assemblies. 

o Reserved seats may be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in the state or union territory. 

o Reservation of seats for women shall cease to exist 15 years after the commencement of this 

Amendment Act.  

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

 

Cabinet clears renaming Jharsuguda aerodrome as Veer Surendra Sai airport 

GS PAPER- 01 - Freedom Struggle | Various stages and important contributors /contributions from different 

parts of the country. 
 

 

Context 
 The Union Cabinet has approved renaming Jharsuguda aerodrome in Odisha as ‗Veer Surendra Sai Airport‘. 

 Veer Surendra Sai is a well-known freedom fighter of Odisha. 
 

About Veer Surendra Sai (1809-1884) 
 Surendra Sai was an Indian freedom fighter and tribal leader who sacrificed his life fighting against the British East India 

Company. 

 Surendra Sai and his associates resisted the British and successfully protected most parts of Western Odisha region for some time 

from the British rule. 

 By virtue of the Doctrine of Lapse, Lord Dalhousie annexed Sambalpur in 1849 and ignored the claim of Surendra Sai for 

succession to throne of Sambalpur. 

 The aim of Surendra Sai‘s revolt was to drive the British out of Sambalpur. 

 The resistance to British continued in Sambalpur under the leadership of Surendra Sai. He was supported by his brothers, sons, 

relatives and some Zamindars. 

 His revolution against the British commenced from 1827 when he was only 18 years of age and continued till 1862 when he 

surrendered and even after that, until he was finally arrested in 1864 

 

Source:- The Hindu 

https://www.civilsdaily.com/news/cabinet-clears-renaming-jharsuguda-aerodrome-as-veer-surendra-sai-airport/
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BURIAL URN OF MEGALITHIC ERA UNEARTHED IN KERALA 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will - salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient 

to modern times. 
 

 

Context: 

 A huge burial urn dating back to the Megalithic era that was unearthed in Kerala. 

 The burial urns belonged to 1,00 BCE and 500 BCE. 

 The urn is said to be the largest one unearthed from the region so far. 
 

More about the news: 

 It is believed to be one of the major findings that would shed light on life in the pre-historic era on the western side 

of the Western Ghats. 

 There are art works on it. However, they were comparatively small in size and did not have notable decorative 

works, said V.M. Safeer, Head, Department of History, MES College, Nedumkandam.  

 A large number of burial urns have been unearthed from Ramakkalmedu, Mundieruma and Puzhpakandam nearby in 

the recent past. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO OBSERVE THE REMEMBRANCE OF100 YEARS OF 

THE HISTORICAL JALLIAN WALLA BAGH MASSACRE 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Modern Indian history;significant events, personalities 
 

Context: 

 Government of India has decided to mark the remembrance of 100 years of the historical Jallianwalla Bagh 

Massacre.  
 

100 years of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre - 2019: 

 The Minister of State for Culture(I/c), Dr Mahesh Sharma visited the Jallianwalla Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab along 

with Minister of State (IC) for Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri Hardeep Singh Puri and officials from ASI and 

NBCC to review the preparations for remembrance of 100 years of  ‗Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre‘ , in 2019. 

 Jallianwala Bagh shall continue to remind the young generation about the sacrifices made in freedom struggle. 

 The commemorative coin and postage stamps will be released on 13th April, 2019 (the day the incident took place 

100 years ago). 

 Ministry of Culture will organise cultural activities such as kavi sammelan, plays, exhibition, seminars, etc. across 

the country. 
 

 Jallianwala Bagh: 

 Jallianwala Bagh is a public garden in Amritsar famous for one of the most tragic yet landmark events in the 

history of India. 

 The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, also known as the Amritsar massacre, took place on 13 April 1919.  

 April 13,1919, a large crowd of people mostly from neighbouring villages, unaware of the prohibitory orders in 

the city, had gathered in the small park of Jallianwala to protest  against the arrest of their leaders, Saifuddin 

Kitchlew and Dr. Satyapal. 

 when troops of the British Indian Army under the command of Colonel Reginald Dyer fired rifles into a crowd 

of Baishakhi pilgrims, who had gathered in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab. 

 The army under orders from General Dyer surrounded the gathering and blocked the only exit point and opened 

fire on the peaceful unarmed crowd killing around 1000 people. 

 The killing was followed by uncivilised brutalities on the inhabitants of Amritsar. The entire nation was 

stunned. 

 The Bengali poet and Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore renounced the knighthood that he had received in 

1915. 

 Gandhi was overwhelmed by the total atmosphere of violence and withdrew the movement of Satyagraha on 

April 18,1919 which was launched on April 6,1919. 
 

 
 

Source:- PIB 
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SC REFUSES TO STAY SABARIMALA RULING 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Effects of globalization on Indian society Social empowerment, communalism, 

regionalism & secularism. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday refused to stay its September 28 verdict allowing women of all ages into Kerala‘s 

Ayyappa temple. 

 The Supreme Court Tuesday agreed to hear, in open court, a clutch of review petitions on the matter on January 22.  
 

 

 
 

Background: 

 Five-judge bench headed by the then Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra and comprising Justices R F Nariman, A M 

Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra had, in a 4:1 verdict on September 28, ended the entry ban on 

women between the ages of 10 and 50 to the temple.  

 The Court held that the centuries-old custom at the shrine was not an essential religious practice and ―the attribute of 

devotion to divinity cannot be subjected to the rigidity and stereotypes of gender. 

 Four of the five judges on the Constitution Bench ruled against the restriction on women while Justice Indu Malhotra 

wrote a dissenting opinion, saying ―the religious practice of restricting the entry of women between the ages of 10 to 

50 years is in pursuance of an essential religious practice‖ and ―notions of rationality cannot be invoked in matters of 

religion by courts‖. 

 The majority judgment held as unconstitutional Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship 

(Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965, framed in exercise of powers conferred by Section 4 of the Kerala Hindu Places 

of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Act, 1965. 

  Court also said,  Ayappa devotees do not constitute a separate religious denomination within the meaning of Article 

26 of the Constitution. 
 

Concerns: 

 There are apprehensions that the review petitions would become infructuous once women aged between 10 and 50 

enter the temple this pilgrimage season. 

 There are also concerns that there could be violence against women pilgrims during the coming season. 
 

More details: 

 A five-judge Supreme Court bench led by Chief Justice of India (CJI), Ranjan Gogoi, agreed to reconsider its 

September judgement that allowed women of all ages to enter the Sabarimala temple in Kerala, but refused to stay 

the operation of the verdict that would have the effect of disallowing the entry of women into the hilltop shrine. 

 The apex court bench, also comprising justices RF Nariman, AM Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra, 

fixed January 22 to take up the 49 review petitions calling for a reversal of its September 28 verdict and other 

applications in the matter. 

 In the Sabarimala case, a new bench was convened and CJI Gogoi stepped in to head it because former chief justice 

Dipak Misra, who was part of the bench that delivered the original ruling in September, has since retired. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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 ‗GAJA‘ LANDFALL LIKELY TOMORROW 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 

cyclone etc., 
 

Context: 

 Cyclonic storm ‗Gaja‘ is likely to strike the Tamil Nadu coast by Thursday afternoon, bringing heavy rainfall in a 

few places across seven districts with gale winds. 

 There has been a slight shift in the duration of landfall as the cyclone had remained stagnant for 24 hours, said 

Meteorological Department officials. 

 Global models say that the cyclone enjoys a favourable environment to sustain, with a low to moderate wind shear, a 

good window effect on top, and suitably warm ocean waters at its base. 

 

How Cyclones are named? 

 The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) started the tropical cyclone naming system in 2000. Tropical cyclones are named 

to provide ease of communication between forecasters and the general public regarding forecasts, watches, and 

warnings. 

 The Cyclones worldwide are named by 9 regions — North Atlantic, Eastern North Pacific, Central North 

Pacific, Western North Pacific, North Indian Ocean, South West Indian Ocean, Australian, Southern Pacific, 

South Atlantic. 

  Cyclones in the North Indian Ocean basin are named by the Indian Meteorological Department and the first 

tropical cyclone was named in 2004 as Onil (given by Bangladesh). 

  Eight north Indian Ocean countries — Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

and Thailand, gave eight names each which was combined into a list of 64 names. One name from each country 

is picked in an order to name the cyclones. 

  The previous storm Mora that caused severe flooding across Northeast India in May was named by Thailand. 

Mora is the name of one of the healing stones and also means star of the sea. The next cyclone will be named 

Sagar — a name given by India. 

 The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) started the tropical cyclone naming system in 2000. Tropical cyclones are named 

to provide ease of communication between forecasters and the general public regarding forecasts, watches, and 

warnings. 

  The Cyclones worldwide are named by 9 regions — North Atlantic, Eastern North Pacific, Central North 

Pacific, Western North Pacific, North Indian Ocean, South West Indian Ocean, Australian, Southern Pacific, 

South Atlantic. 

 Cyclones in the North Indian Ocean basin are named by the Indian Meteorological Department and the first 

tropical cyclone was named in 2004 as Onil (given by Bangladesh). 

 Eight north Indian Ocean countries — Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

and Thailand, gave eight names each which was combined into a list of 64 names. One name from each country 

is picked in an order to name the cyclones. 

  The previous storm Mora that caused severe flooding across Northeast India in May was named by Thailand. 

Mora is the name of one of the healing stones and also means star of the sea. The next cyclone will be named 

Sagar — a name given by India. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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RIMES TERMS TITLI CYCLONE ‗RAREST OF RARE‘ 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 

cyclone etc., Context: 

 The Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES) for Africa and Asia, a 45-nation 

international organisation on disaster warning, has termed ‗Titli‘, the severe cyclonic storm that devastated Odisha in 

October, as ‗rarest cyclone‘. 

 RIMES in its recent report on ‗forecast uncertainties and disaster management challenges of post-landfall 

cyclone impacts‘, has blamed this phenomenon for Titli‘s disastrous impact in Odisha. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Considering the history of cyclone tracks, no synthetic track projection captures the Titli type of cyclones. 

 More than 200 years of cyclone track history in the Odisha coast reveals that the Titli cyclone is the rarest of rare in 

terms of its characteristics such as recurvature after landfall and retaining its destructive potential after landfall and 

recurvature away from the coastal areas for more than two days 

 An assessment of cyclone post-landfall characteristics from 1737 to 2018 indicated that while 13 common cyclones 

dissipated after landfall and affected coastal districts and one rare cyclone in 1999 sustained for longer period but 

affected only coastal districts, the rarest cyclone Titli sustained for longer period and affected interior districts.   

 The report compared Titli with Hurricane Mitch (Central America, 1998), Tropical Storm Alison (USA, 2001), 

Cyclone Aila, (South Asia), Typhoon Morakot, (Taiwan, 2009), Rain Storm (China, 2010) and Typhoon Manghkut 

(Philippines and China this year) which caused unprecedented damage. 

 Analysing the post-landfall impacts of ‗Titli‘, the global body stated that Odisha State Disaster management 

Authority (OSDMA) faced challenge in anticipating and managing the cyclone due to lack of impact-based 

actionable early warning information and prior experience not only in India but also elsewhere..  

 OSDMA could evolve measures to minimise impacts in both coastal and non-coastal regions more effectively in 

future from the lessons learnt from Titli,‖ the report stated. 
 

Way forward: 
The RIMES has recommended that a detailed risk assessment has to be carried out for Odisha to understand the risks in the 

light of the Titli devastation. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

SHARE NON-CONFIDENTIAL INFO ON RAFALE DEAL, SC TELLS GOVT. 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN 

VARIOUS SECTORS AND ISSUES ARISING OUT OF THEIR DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court asked the Centre for pricing details of the 36 Rafale fighter jets India is buying from France but 

agreed that strategic and confidential information need not be disclosed. 

 A three-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi said, "Centre should give the details in a sealed cover 

within 10 days. 
 

Background: 

 On October 10, the bench headed by CJI Ranjan Gogoi, while seeking details of the decision-making process for 

purchase of 36 Rafale jets with France in a sealed envelope by October 29. 

 The bench had clarified that the information sought by the court ―would not cover the issue of pricing or the 

question of technical suitability of the equipment (fully loaded jets) for purposes of the requirement of Indian Air 

Force‖.  

 Given the order, the Centre had, without mentioning the Official Secrets Act, provided a sealed-cover note on 

October 26 to the court giving ‗details of the steps in the decision-making process leading to award of 36 Rafale jet 

fighters‘. 
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One step further : 

 The three-judge bench comprising Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, justice SK Kaul and justice K M Joseph said they 

had received the report about the process and wanted the government to share  information which can be brought 

in the public domain with the petitioners too to the extent possible. 

 The top court also said it would ―like to be apprised of the details with regard to pricing and cost particularly the 

advantages thereof, if any, which again will be submitted to the court in a sealed cover‖. 

 However, when attorney general K K Venugopal said that most details about Rafale jets, including its pricing, 

would be covered under the Official secrets Act and it would not be possible for the government to share it with 

anyone. 

 SC bench said: "if the government feels the pricing of Rafale jet can't be shared even in sealed cover with the 

court, then let it file an affidavit to that effect." and slated the hearing for November 14. 

  

Rafale deal: 

 The Rafale fighter is a twin-engine Medium Multi-Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) manufactured by French 

aerospace company Dassault Aviation. 

 In August 2007, the Indian Air Force advanced a proposal to buy 126 fighter aircraft and floated a tender. 

Following this, an invitation was sent to various aviation companies to participate in the bidding process. 

 The NDA‘s decision to enter an $8.7 billion government-to-government deal with France to buy the 36 Rafale 

warplanes made by Dassault was announced in April 2015, with an agreement signed a little over a year later.  

 This replaced the previous United Progressive Alliance regime‘s decision to buy 126 Rafale aircraft, 108 of 

which were to be made in India by the state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. 

 
 

About Rafale Fighter: 

 The Rafale is a 4th generation Aircraft with twin-engine, multi-role fighter aircraft. According to Dassault, it is 

capable of carrying out all combat missions: air defence, interception, ground support, in-depth strikes, 

reconnaissance, anti-ship strikes and nuclear deterrence. 

 These two squadrons will be like a spearhead or an arrowhead for the IAF formations. They will be used for the 

long range possessions attack missions. 

 Rafale provides standoff capability when any country attacks India. An active electronically scanned array 

(AESA) radar which enables the pilot to look 200 to 400 kms away. It gives long range precision strike 

capability, the pilot can detect enemy aircraft and share the information and also destroy the targets. 

 The 4th generation Aircraft capabilities involve Situational awareness in which Aircraft has got those sensors 

which enable the pilot to be aware situationally and detect the enemy Aircraft for which the Rafale has got 

AESA radar. 

 The weapons package includes Meteor radar guided Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile considered the best 

in the class with range of over 150 km and Scalp long range air to ground missiles. The Rafale will also be 

fitted with MICA missiles, an Air to Land precision missile of more than 300 km range. 

 Today the warfare is beyond the range capability and not face to face. 

 This deal includes the cost of 36 Rafale fighters, the full weapons package, simulators, spares, maintenance, 

performance-based logistics, India-specific enhancements and associated supplies for five years. 

 The Rafale Aircraft will give India a superior Nuclear Strike capability and add to the existing nuclear strike 

capability of Sukhoi Su-30 and Mirage-2000. 

 It is the IAF which will spearhead the nuclear deterrence and Rafale will spearhead the deterrence. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 
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RAFALE DEAL NOT DONE IN A HURRY: CENTRE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 In line with the Supreme Court's order on october 31, the Centre on Monday made public a redacted version of the 

Rafale deal decision-making process. 

 The Centre also revealed price details of Rafale fighter jets in sealed document — titled "Details of the steps in the 

decision making process leading to the award of 36 Rafale fighter aircraft order"  to the top court.  
 

 
 
 

Center‘s Document: 

 In this 16-page document, the government says it had formed a team of negotiators led by a Deputy Chief of Air 

Staff rank officer that carried out negotiations for over a year. This team submitted its report in July 2016 

 Approval of Defence Acquisition Council and the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) was also taken 

before signing the agreement on September 23, 2016.. 

 The document also claims that the process as laid down in the Defence Procurement Procedure-2013 has been 

followed in procurement of the Rafale aircraft. 

 In so far as discharging of the offset obligations by Dassault (Rafale maker) and its Tier-I vendors through Indian 

Offset Partners is concerned, there is no mention of any private Indian Business House(s) in intergovernmental 

agreement or Offset contract. Center said. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

EC ISSUES ORDER ON POLL EXPENSES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The costs incurred on publicising information about the criminal cases against a candidate, as recently directed by the 

Supreme Court, will be counted as part of poll expenditure, according to the Election Commission. 

 The expenses will be borne by the candidate and the political parties. ―This being an expenditure [made] in 

connection with the election, if expense is incurred in this regard, the same will be counted for the purposes of 

election,‖ said the EC. 

 There is no limit on the party election expenditure. For Assembly polls, the cap on expenses by the candidates is 

between ₹20 lakh to ₹28 lakh. 

 The Commission said the FIR cases have to be given publicity. 

Revised status 

 If after filing the nomination, the status of the criminal case changes, it will be open to the candidate to notify the 

revised status to the Returning Officer and publish the revised status. 

 Separate formats have been specified by the Commission for the candidates and the political parties. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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MADRAS HC BANS ONLINE SALE OF DRUGS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 The Madras High Court in an interim order banned online sale of medicines that could be sold only in pharmacies on 

the prescription of a registered medical practitioner. 

 Also directed the Union Ministry of Health and the competent authorities under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, 

to take immediate action. 
 

Background: 

 A petition filed by the Tamil Nadu Chemists & Druggists Association (TNCDA), which appealed to the court to 

direct the authorities concerned to block links to all websites that sell medicines online. 

 The affidavit, filed by KK Selvan, General Secretary, TNCDA — which has nearly 30,000 members engaged in 

pharmaceuticals retail and wholesale trade — claimed that various websites are selling drugs in violation of the 

Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945. 

 The petitioner alleged that purchasing medicines from unlicensed online stores can be risky as the goods may be 

fake, expired, contaminated, unapproved and dangerous to patients and may put their health at risk. 
 

Quality Norms: 

 Online sellers of medicines do not have the licence to sell, stock or distribute medicines. There is also no display of 

licence for verification. To sell the medicines (online/offline) it is necessary to have a drugs selling licence as per the 

Provision of Drugs & Cosmetic Act, 1940. 

 online sale of drugs listed in Schedule H, H1 and X of the 1940 Act was rampant in the country though there was a 

specific legal bar on selling such medicines without the prescription of medical practitioners. 

 Thousands of innocent people may purchase the drugs online just because they were sold at cheaper prices and end 

up getting harmful products. 
 

Drugs and Cosmetics Act : 

 The Drugs and Cosmetics Act was enacted during the colonial era and much before the advent of online trade.  

 Though several amendments had been made to the law over the last 78 years, so far no provision had been 

introduced in it permitting online sale of drugs and medicines. 

 As per the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules of 1945, it is not permitted to ship, mail or provide door delivery of the 

prescribed medicines... Yet, drugs of scheduled and non scheduled category are available online and distributed 

across the country, 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NOW, VISIT SUPREME COURT ON A GUIDED TOUR 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court was brought on the tourist map on Thursday with Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi launching 

a web portal to facilitate a guided tour of the institution.  

 The Indian Supreme Court joins an elite list of top courts in the world where guided tours are allowed. The United 

Kingdom and Canada are two such examples. 
 

More about the news: 

 For citizens, the courtrooms of the Supreme Court are where landmark judgments are passed and history is made.But 

the most visible and respected embodiment of the country‘s justice system has remained out of bounds for visitors 

for six decades.Now, SC has opened its doors for guided tours. 

 At present, only lawyers, law interns, law students, litigants and mediapersons are allowed inside the court. Entry to  
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the building, which is in a high-security zone, is restricted and regulated either through an electronic access card or 

daily passes issued by the Supreme Court registry. 
 

Guided Tour of the Institution: 

 The one-hour guided tour of the Supreme Court premises will have a maximum capacity of 20 persons per visit. 

 An in-house think tank was also launched to strengthen the court‘s knowledge infrastructure. 

 The newly launching  web portal  will help citizens choose the date and time for a 60-minute visit to the Supreme 

Court. 

 The tour will be conducted every Saturday  from 10 am to 1 pm., when there are no court hearings and except on 

declared holidays. 

 Security measures planned: 

○ Visitors are given an electronic access card or daily passes. 

○ The general public‘s, those who have made the booking online will receive bar-coded messages on their 

mobile phones. These barcodes will help them gain entry into the premises for the guided tour. 

○ Visitors will have to comply with the tour rules, which include a ban on smoking, bringing eatables, 

tobacco items, cameras and backpacks. 

 The excursion will be rounded off with a visit to the Supreme Court museum. A guide will educate batches of 20 

visitors on historic cases and the architecture of the building. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

PLEA SEEKS BAN ON CONVICTS FROM CONTESTING POLLS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court nodded in favour of considering a petition for a lifetime ban from contesting elections for 

politicians convicted in criminal cases. 
 

Background: 

 A PIL was filed by advocate Ashwini Upadhyay who has proposed the ban as a measure to rid politics of criminality 

and corruption. 

 The Centre had in March this year informed the Supreme Court that 1,765 Members of Parliament and Legislative 

Assemblies have criminal cases against them. 

 Of the total 3,816 cases against them, 3,045 criminal cases are still pending.  

 Uttar Pradesh tops the list with 248 legislators with criminal cases against them, Tamil Nadu comes second 

with 178 and then Bihar with 144. 

 In November 2017, the court had directed the setting up of Special Courts to exclusively try legislators within a 

deadline of one year. 

 The Centre had undertaken to set up 12 Special Courts for this purpose. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

LOANS FOR MSMES IN 59 MINUTES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

Prime minister Narendra Modi launched a portal that will sanction a loan to an MSME in 59 minutes.  

MSME support programme: 

 While Launching the MSME support programme, PM Modi said his government has finalised 12 policies to boost 

the sector. 

 The move will give a boost to the micro, small and medium enterprises sector and help generate employment 

opportunities and making a significant contribution to the overall growth of the country's economy.  
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12 policy decision: 

 Dividing the "needs of the sector" in five categories, Modi announced 12 policy decisions addressing each. 

 PM modi said, There are five factors that are required to run a good MSME. First, easy access to capital at lower 

interest rates. Second, better access to the market. Third, improved technical assistance. Fourth is to enhance ease 

of doing the business and lastly, job security to the sector. 

A. Capital and cash flow: 

 59 minute loan: 

 To ease the capital requirements, Centre has launched a web portal which can be used to receive in-

principal approval of loans within 59 minutes.  

 Government launches quick loan access scheme for up to Rs 1 crore for MSME sector. 2% rebate for 

loans up to Rs 1 cr for GST-registered MSME.  

 Loan option: 

 Loan option for GST registered firms will now be available through the GST portal itself. 

 For the exporters seeking loans on pre-shipment and post shipment, the rebate has been increased from 

3% to 5%.  

 Cash flow certainty: 

 It will now be mandatory for companies with a turnover of more than Rs 500 crore to join Trade 

Receivables e- Discounting System (TReDS) so that MSMEs do not face trouble in cash flow. 

 If MSMEs continue to face issues with respect to delayed payments from big corporations, they could 

register their complaints at the 'Samadhaan' portal of the MSME ministry's website. 

A. Women and market: 

 Addressing concerns of small enterprises who find it tough to reach the wider market, Centre has made it 

mandatory for state-run units to purchase more goods from the sector. 

 "Till now, public sector units (PSUs) were buying 20 percent of their total goods from the sector... From today, it 

will be mandatory for the government sector to buy 25 percent of their total supply from MSMEs. 

 MSME led by women 

 Three percent of this 25 percent will be reserved for women entrepreneurs. That is, PSUs will now have 

to buy three percent of their stock from women entrepreneurs. 

 Government e - marketplace: 

 It is mandatory for all central public sector enterprises (CPSEs) to register on GeM 

 By registering on the GeM, MSMEs will get easy access to various e-commerce aggregators 

A. Technical support: 

 PM announced announced a Rs 6,000 crore package for development of tool-rooms on a cluster-based 

model. 

 Centre will develop 20 technology centres as hubs and 100 centres as spoke to provide training in latest 

technology 

B. Ease of Doing Business: 

 Phrma cluster for MSME: 

 Modi announced a special package for development of the pharmaceutical sector. 

 Centre will develop "pharma clusters" in the country and will bear 70 percent of the set-up cost. 

 Government further eased operating in India by diluting paper-work and promoting minimal 

documentation. 

 Relaxation in labour laws: 

 MSMEs will have to file just one annual return on eight labour laws and 10 central rules. Modi added 

that an ordinance has been promulgated to simplify levy of penalties for minor offences under the 

Companies Act . 
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 Environmental laws-  

 Easing compliance with environmental rules, MSMEs will need single air and water clearance and just 

one consent to establish a factory.  

 Computerised random allocation & a time frame-  

 48 hours max will be given to file report for any inspection to an inspector, and they wont decide 

which factory to go on their own. Computerised random allocation will decide which inspector goes 

where.  
 

C. Social Security: 

 Modi said that employees working under the MSME sector will compulsorily have to enrol themselves under 

social security schemes. 

 These would be all central government schemes related to insurance, pension, provident fund etc. 

 Modi launched the 100-day MSME outreach programme midst much fan-fare and cheer from the sector. 

Source:- Times of India 
 

 

 

AYURVEDA DAY 
GS PAPER - 02  GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 Ministry of AYUSH observes Ayurveda Day every year on Dhanawantari Jayanti (Dhanteras). 

 This year Ayurveda Day is being observed on 5thNovember 2018. 

 ―National Dhanwantari Ayurveda Award‖ comprising of Citation, Trophy (Dhanwantari Statue) and Cash reward 

of Rupees five lakh shall be conferred on this day to eminent Vaidyas. 

 The Ministry of AYUSH has selected three renowned Ayurveda experts namely Vaidya Shiv Kumar Mishra, Vaidya 

Madhav Singh Bhagel and Vaidya Itoozhi Bhavadasan Namboothiri for the prestigious National Dhanwantari 

Ayurveda Award for the year 2018. 
 

Highlight of the 3rd Ayurveda Day: 

 The launch of the AYUSH-Health Management Information System (A-HMIS), a dedicated software application 

for Electronic Health Record (EHR) for the AYUSH systems of Healthcare. 

 A-HIMS which is being launched across 15 AYUSH units in different parts of the country in the first phase on 5 

November 2018 is expected to revolutionise the way Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy are 

practised in the country, by inducting modern IT-solutions into these systems. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

KOCHI METRO WORKS TO BRIDGE TRANSGENDER GAP 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Kochi Metro has been a train to success for members of the transgender community and Kerala‘s popular 

women‘s self-help group Kudumbasree. 

 The credit for recruiting 23 members of the community in June 2017 goes to Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL), 

said to be the first government-owned company in India to formally appoint them. 

 

More about the news: 

 A total of 618 personnel, including 14 members of the transgender (TG) community, are deployed across 16 Metro 

stations and at the coach depot near Aluva. 

 The 17-month-old Metro system provided an ideal platform for mainstreaming the TG members, helping them take 

up jobs with visibility. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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E-WASTE MANAGEMENT, KERALA‘S WORRY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 Kerala is faced with the possibility of a crisis posed by accumulation of e-wastes owing to the lack of authorised 

dismantling and recycling units. With the State government yet to initiate steps in this regard, scrap dealers are 

constrained to transport large quantities of electronic wastes to other States. 

 

Dedicated facility: 

 The glaring inadequacy in e-waste management came to the fore during a sensitisation and training programme 

organised by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology during the last few days 

 There were no recycling, dismantling or refurbishment units for e-wastes in Kerala, even while many other States 

had dedicated facilities for the same purpose.  

 Contrastingly, there were 17 authorised e-waste dismantling units and five recyclers in Tamil Nadu.  

 Moreover, there were 84 licensed dismantlers and recycling units for electronic wastes in Karnataka. 

 Despite doing quite well in solid waste management, the State lagged behind others as far as e-waste management 

is concerned. 

 There also was a lack of awareness regarding E-Waste Management Rules, 2016, among many stakeholders, 

spokesperson said. 
 

Hurdle to establish dismantling units: 

 Kerala Scrap Merchants‘ Association State president K.S. Mohammed Faisal Labba pointed out that while the 

organisation had expressed willingness to establish dismantling units in each districts, the failure of the agencies 

concerned to provide guidelines had hindered such efforts. 

 As a result, around 95% of the total e-wastes generated were either abandoned carelessly or handed over to agents 

from other States who supply such items to recyclers in north India. Only a very few dispose of the wastes at the 10 

authorised collection centres that have been established in Kerala. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SPECIAL COURT FOR POCSO CASES SETS EXAMPLE WITH SPEEDY TRIAL 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The child-friendly court, a special court for offences under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, set 

up in April this year, has awarded conviction in 18 POCSO cases. 

 Among the 18 cases, four were awarded life sentence for their extreme acts of abuse,‖ Additional Commissioner of 

Police (Crimes and SIT) Shikha Goel said. 
 

Background: 

 The Supreme Court in the month of April, issued a slew of directions to set up The child-friendly court, a special 

court for offences under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. 

 The order came after the bench was informed that a massive 1,12,628 cases under POCSO Act were pending before 

trial courts across the country, with Uttar Pradesh topping the list at 30,883. 
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Directions by Supreme court : 

 A bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra asked all high courts to ensure that cases of sexual assault of children 

are fast-tracked and are decided by special courts.  

 Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud, further directed the high courts to set up a three-judge committee to 

monitor and regulate the trial of cases under the POCSO Act. 

 It also asked the HCs to ensure that the proceedings in such cases are conducted in ―child-friendly‖ atmosphere in the 

courts. 

 The apex court further asked the high courts to instruct the trial courts not to grant unnecessary adjournments in cases 

under the POCSO Act. 

 The bench also instructed the Directors General or Commissioners of Police in the states to set up Special Task Forces 

so that the investigations in such cases are carried out expeditiously and witnesses are produced in court on the date of 

their appearance. 

  

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

 ―Children‖ according to the Act are individuals aged below 18 years. The Act is gender neutral. 

 Different forms of sexual abuse including but not limited to sexual harassment, pornography, penetrative & 

non-penetrative assault are defined in the Act. 

 Sexual assault is deemed to be ―aggravated‖ under certain circumstances such as, when the child is mentally ill. 

Also when the abuse is committed by the person in a position of trust such as doctor, teacher, policeman, family 

member. 

 Adequate provisions are made to avoid re-victimization of the Child at the hands of judicial system. The Act 

assigns a policeman in the role of child protector during the investigation process. 

 The Act stipulates that such steps must be taken which makes the investigation process as child-friendly as 

possible and the case is disposed off within one year from the date of reporting of the offence. 

 The Act provides for establishment of Special Courts for trial of such offences and matters related to it. 

 Under section 45 of the Act, the power to make rules lies with the central government. 

 To monitor the implementation of the Act, the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights 

(NCPCR) and State Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights (SCPCRs) have been made the designated 

authority. Both being statutory bodies. 

 Section 42 A of the Act provides that in case of inconsistency with provisions of any other law, POCSO Act 

shall override such provisions. 

 The Act calls for mandatory reporting of sexual offences. A false complaint with intent to defame a person is 

punishable under the Act. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 
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WATER ATMS MAY HELP IN BRIDGING SAFE WATER GAP 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 The government is increasingly starting to accept small water enterprises such as water ATMs and community 

purification plants as an alternative solution to the safe drinking water challenge. 
  
 

More about the news: 

 In 2010, the United Nations declared access to clean drinking water as a human right, however with 82 crore people 

who still do not have access to piped water and 70% of water in the country contaminated by pollutants 

 In 2010, the United Nations declared access to clean drinking water as a human right. 

 Community water purification plants have grown from less than 12,000 in 2014 to almost 50,000 in 2018, according 

to the SWN, as they have been incorporated into government planning. 

 To reach the government‘s Har Ghar Jal target of 100% piped water by 2030, almost Rs 5 lakh crore of 

infrastructure investment will be required, says government data. 

 SWN estimates that if the government is willing to spend less than 10% of that amount on small water enterprises, it 

could provide safe drinking water at a fraction of the cost. 
 

 
 

Water ATM: 

 A water ATM is like a vending machine that provides clean drinking water 24 hours a day. 

 The water ATM can be automatic with a coin or smart card, or manual essentially, it‘s a community RO. 

 It is powered by solar energy, integrated with reverse osmosis (RO) and ultrafiltration units with reduced operational 

costs. 
 

Findings of indicies: 

 A recent report by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) pointed out that only 18% of the rural 

population has access to potable piped water, failing to meet the 2017 target of 50%. 

 India is ranked at 120 out of 122 countries on the Water Quality Index, said Niti Aayog, adding that 70% of the 

country‘s water supply is contaminated. 

 A 2017 report by WaterAid India, titled ―Wild Water: The State of the World‘s Water‖, stated that around 63 million 

of India‘s 833 million rural population has no access to clean drinking water. 

 A new report by Safe Water Network (SWN) says the government needs to spend Rs 44,000 crore on 2.2 lakh small 

water enterprises to provide safe drinking water to about 37 crore people, mostly in urban slums where piped water 

infrastructure is difficult to build, and in rural areas with contaminated water sources. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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‗POST-POLICY HEALTH CONDITIONS MUST BE COVERED‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 The Working Group set up by IRDAI  recommends that all health conditions acquired after policy inception, other 

than those that are not covered under the policy contract (such as Infertility and Maternity) should be covered under 

the policy and cannot be permanently excluded.  
 

Background: 

 Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (Irdai) had set up a working group for standardisation of 

exclusions in health insurance contracts in July this year.  

 The panel has submitted its report containing host of recommendations to the regulator.  
 

Recommendations by Panel: 

 A panel set up by the insurance regulator has recommended a standardised list of just 17 pre-existing diseases that 

could be excluded from health insurance policies.  

 Which includes epilepsy, congenital heart disease, cerebral stroke, chronic liver and kidney diseases, 

hepatitis B, Alzheimer‘s, Parkinson‘s, HIV and AIDS, loss of hearing, and physical disabilities. 

 Exclusion of diseases contracted after taking the health insurance policy such as for Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's 

disease, AIDs/HIV infection, Morbid obesity, etc, cannot be permitted. 

 It is suggested a standard format of consent letter to be given by the proposer may be specified 

 The panel also noted that non-declaration/ misrepresentation of material facts is a major concern in health insurance 

contracts. 

 There may be cases where major ailments are detected as pre-existing during 4th or 5th renewal when a person is 

admitted for some other ailment. 

 "As a practice insurer may generally invoke the cancellation clause for non-disclosure/ misrepresentation," 

 In such cases, if the non-disclosed condition is from the list of the permanent exclusions, the insurer can 

take a consent from the insured person and permanently exclude the condition and continue with the 

policy. 

 If the non-disclosed condition is other than from the list of permanent exclusions, then the insurer can incorporate 

additional waiting period for the maximum period of 4 years from the date of detection. 

 During the waiting period, claims are not admissible. 

 The group further recommended a moratorium period of 8 years of continuous renewals, after which the claim shall 

not be questioned based on non-disclosures or misrepresentations at the time of taking the policy. 

 "This would mean the policy would be incontestable in terms of application of any exclusions except for proven 

fraud as well as permanent exclusions specified in a policy contract," the report said. 

 Another recommendation is that the exclusions applied by insurers for alcohol and substance abuse must be reviewed 

and standardised. 

 "This exclusion shall be modified to exclude only treatments for alcoholism and drug or substance abuse 

unless associated with mental illness," it has suggested. 

 As per the report, the working group felt that with advancement in technologies as well as covers, the policies are 

moving from hospitalisation insurance policies to comprehensive coverage, including outpatient. 

 Hence, to enhance transparency and increase the understanding to the policyholders, it is suggested that insurers start 

adopting an explanation of benefits (EOB) in their collaterals as well as policy schedule / wordings which would be 

easily understandable by the customers. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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RBI AUTONOMY IS ‗ESSENTIAL‘, SAYS CENTRE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -  Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Finance has acknowledged that the autonomy of the Reserve Bank of India is an ‗essential and 

accepted governance requirement,‘. 

 Significantly, it neither confirmed nor denied that it had issued directives to the central bank under section 7 of the 

RBI Act. 
 

Difference of Opinion: 

 Differences of opinion between the government and the Reserve Bank of India are nothing new. Tensions have 

always existed between them. This time though, the pressures on the central bank are very likely much more, to 

cause such an outburst from deputy governor Viral Acharya. 

 There are several questions raised by this quarrel. 

○ There is the question of the independence of the central bank, about which a voluminous literature exists 

and there are strong opinions on both sides.  

○ There‘s the question of the long-term effect on institutions if the government keeps chipping away at 

them.  

○ There‘s the question of whether democracy is strengthened if power is distributed across institutions.  
 

Centre‘s Response: 

 The autonomy for the Central Bank, within the framework of the RBI Act, is an essential and accepted governance 

requirement. 

 Governments in India have nurtured and respected this.  

 Finance Ministry officials said three letters have been sent to the RBI citing Section 7, without actually 

implementing it. These letters were to do with the Centre‘s desire for the power sector‘s non-performing assets to 

be reclassified, the issue of RBI‘s dividends to the Centre, and the government‘s desire for the Prompt Corrective 

Action norms to be eased so as to increase lending to the MSME sector. 
 

 Section 7 : 

 Section 7 (1) of The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, became a contentious issue after the tension between the 

central bank and government turned into a public spat over the last few days. 

 No government has so far invoked this section in the central bank‘s 83-year history. 

 The issue of invoking Section 7 (1) of RBI Act came up during the hearing of Allahabad high court. 

 The high court, in August, said the government could issue directions to RBI under Section 7 of RBI Act. 
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Larger Background: 

 Differences that have always been there sharpened in recent weeks after the collapse of Infrastructure 

Leasing and Financial Services Ltd (IL&FS) snowballed into a liquidity crisis for non-banking financial 

companies (NBFCs), which in turn squeezed lending to small and medium enterprises (SMEs)—the big 

catchment area for jobs creation. 

 As a solution, the union government in its dialogue with RBI sought to exert pressure to relax restrictions on 

weak banks to lend to small businesses, deploy RBI‘s capital reserves to generate additional liquidity and 

exempt power companies from the purview of a 12 February circular on bad debts. 

 The first letter was written after the Allahabad high court‘s suggestion that the government consider giving 

directions to RBI under Section 7 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, in a case involving independent 

power producers, who by virtue of their accumulated debts fell foul of the newly minted insolvency and 

bankruptcy code.  

 Thereafter, it set out another letter on 10 October seeking RBI governor Urjit Patel‘s views on deploying the 

central bank‘s capital reserves to infuse liquidity in the markets. 

 This letter, which turned out to be the proverbial final straw, pertained to regulatory issues including relaxing 

the prompt corrective action framework for public sector banks. All the three letters held out the threat of 

invoking Section 7(1) of the RBI Act. 

 A subsequent board meeting on 23 October led to a heated exchange between the representatives of the union 

government, including their director nominees, and the RBI top brass on the same issues. 

 A panicked RBI used a speech by its deputy governor, Viral Acharya, to articulate its objections in public on 

Friday. Using unprecedented language, Acharya warned against encroaching on RBI autonomy. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

RBI STARTS PROCESS TO SET UP PCR 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 
 The Reserve Bank has initiated steps to set up a wide-based digital Public Credit Registry (PCR) to capture details of 

all borrowers, including wilful defaulters and also the pending legal suits in order to check financial delinquencies. 

 The PCR will include data from entities like market regulator Sebi, the corporate affairs ministry, Goods and Service 

Tax Network (GSTN) and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) to enable the banks and financial 

institutions to get 360 degree profile of existing and prospective borrowers on a real-time basis. 
 

Background: 

 In June this year, the RBI had announced to set up a PCR for India with a view to address information asymmetry, 

foster access to credit and strengthen the credit culture in the economy. 

 Earlier, a high-level task force (HTF) was constituted by the RBI to review the current availability of information on 

credit, the adequacy of the existing information utilities, and identify gaps that could be filled by a PCR. 

 The HTF submitted its report on April 04, 2018 recommending that a PCR should be setup by the RBI in a phased 

and modular manner. 

PCR: 
The PCR aims to be an extensive database of credit information for all credit products in the country, from point of 

origination of credit to its termination (repayments, restructuring, default, resolution, etc.), eventually covering all lender-

borrower accounts without a size threshold. 

 As of today, information on borrowings from banks, non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), corporate bonds or 

debentures from the market, external commercial borrowings (ECBs), foreign currency convertible bonds (FCCBs), 

Masala bonds, and inter-corporate borrowings are not available in a single data repository. 

 The PCR would be the single point of mandatory reporting for all material events for each loan, 

notwithstanding any threshold in the loan amount or type of borrower. 
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 Currently, there are multiple granular credit information repositories in India, with each having 

somewhat distinct objectives and coverage. 

 Within the RBI, CRILC is a borrower level supervisory dataset with a threshold in aggregate exposure of 

Rs 5 crore. 

 Also there are four privately owned credit information companies (CICs) operating in India. The RBI 

has mandated all its regulated entities to submit credit information individually to all four CICs. 

 The main objective of the PCR is to fill this lacuna and capture all the relevant information about a borrower, across 

different borrowing products, in one place. 

 Moreover, significant parts of this registry of borrowing contracts and repayment history will be accessible to all 

stakeholders provided they too share their data with the PCR. 
 

Significance: 

 the proposed solution should allow easy integration with ancillary information sources, like the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs, Sebi, GSTN, CERSAI, utility billers, Central Fraud Registry and Wilful Defaulter/Caution/Suit 

Filed Lists. 

 Besides, borrowers would also be able to access their own credit information and seek corrections to the credit 

information reported on them. 

 Setting up of the PCR assumes significance amidst rising bad loans in the financial system. The non-performing 

assets in the banking system is about Rs 10 lakh crore. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GOVT., RBI CALL TRUCE AFTER A MARATHON BOARD MEETING 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

 

Context: 

 After an unprecedented power tussle over the last few weeks, government and RBI, in a 9-hour long board meeting 

on Monday, appeared to have reached a common ground on providing relief to MSMEs and easing lending 

restrictions on a few public sector banks. 

 The marathon meeting between both parties ended on a conciliatory note, with the RBI agreeing to form a panel on 

sharing of surplus capital and restructure loans of  small businesses up to Rs 25 crore.  

 In addition, the central bank also announced that it would infuse Rs 8,000 crore into the system through OMOs on 

November 22. 
 

Highlights of Board Meeting: 

 The RBI board has agreed to set up a panel to evaluate the transfer of central bank‘s surplus reserves to the 

government. 

 The board has also nodded to consider to restructure loans of  small businesses up to Rs 25 crore. 

 It was also decided that the capital adequacy ratio of the banks will be retained at 9 percent(Bare minimum levels 

prescribed by Basel III norms). 

 The board has given extension to the transition period for maintaining a capital conservation buffer (CCB) to 0.625 

percent by one year till Mach 2020. 

 The RBI Board for Financial Supervision (BFS) will also examine the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework. 

 BFS (Board for Financial Supervision) is expected to release some of the banks from the PCA framework in view 

of improvement in their operations. 

o Eleven of the 21 state-run banks are under RBI‘s PCA framework, which the government believes is 

restricting credit flow to key sectors of the economy, including MSMEs. 

 However, there seems to be no consensus on addressing the liquidity shortage faced by NBFCs flagged by the 

union government. Instead, RBI announced that it would inject Rs 8,000 crore liquidity through open market 

operations on 22 November. 
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Economic Capital Framework (ECF) committee: 

 A panel will be formed to work out a framework to determine the reserves requirements of the RBI and transfer 

surplus funds to the government 

 The membership and terms of reference of the panel will be jointly determined by the Government of India and the 

RBI. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CABINET APPROVES LAYING DOWN PROCEDURE AND MECHANISM FOR SALE 

OF ENEMY SHARES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the mechanism and procedure for 

sale of the enemy shares. Details are as follows: 

 ‗In principle‘ approval has been accorded for sale of enemy shares under the Custody of Ministry of Home Affairs/ 

Custodian of Enemy Property of India (CEPI), as per sub-section 1 of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act, 1968. 

 Department of Investment and Public Asset Management has been authorized under the provisions of sub-section 7 

of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act, 1968, to sell the same. 
 Sale proceeds are to be deposited as disinvestment proceeds in the Government Account maintained by Ministry of 

Finance. 

Details: 

 A total number of 6,50,75,877 shares in 996 companies of 20,323 shareholders are under the custody of CEPI.  Of 

these 996 companies, 588 are functional/ active companies, 139 of these are listed with remaining being unlisted.   

 The process for selling these shares is to be approved by the Alternative Mechanism (AM) under the Chairmanship 

of Finance Minister and comprising Minister of Road Transport and Highway and Home Minister.   

 The AM will be supported by a High Level Committee (HLC) of officers co-chaired by the Secretary, DIPAM and 

Secretary, MHA (with representatives from DEA, DLA, M/o Corporate Affairs and CEPI) that would give its 

recommendations with regard to quantum, price/price-band, principles/ mechanisms for sale of shares, etc. 

 Before initiation of sale of any Enemy Shares, the CEPI shall certify that the sale of the Enemy Shares is not in 

contravention of any judgment, decree or order of any court, tribunal or other authority or any law for the time being 

in force and can be disposed off by the Government. 

 The advisors/ intermediaries like Merchant Bankers, Legal Adviser, Selling Brokers etc. as may be required for the 

disposal of movable enemy property, will be appointed by DIPAM through an open tender/limited tender process. 

An Inter-Ministerial Group (IMG) will guide the process of sale.  

 In the Act of 1968, the definition of "enemy" was as follows: "enemy" or "enemy subject" or "enemy firm" means a 

person or country who or which was an enemy, an enemy subject or an enemy firm, as the case may be, under the 

Defence of India Act and Rules, but does not include a citizen of India.  In the amendment of 2017, this was 

substituted by ―.... including his legal heir or successor, whether or not citizen of India or the citizen of a country 

which is not an enemy or the enemy..... who has changed his nationality‖.  
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 Impact: 

 The decision will lead to monetization of enemy shares that had been lying dormant for decades since coming into 

force and the Enemy Property Act in 1968. 

 With the amendment of 2017, an enabling legislative provision was created for the disposal of enemy property. 

 With the approval, now, of the procedure and mechanism for sale of enemy shares an enabling framework has been 

institutionalized for their sale. 

 \\Major Impact: 

 The decision will lead to monetization of movable enemy property lying dormant for decades. Sale proceeds from 

this may be used for development and social welfare programmes. 

 \Background: 

 The Enemy Property Act, 1968 provides for continued vesting of enemy property vested in the CEPI under the 

Defence of India Rules, 1962 and the Defence of India Rules, 1971, (w.e.f. 27.09.1997). 

 In 2017, through an amendment to this Act, vide Section 8A, the CEPI has been empowered for sale of enemy 

property. Further, 

 ― Notwithstanding anything contained in any judgment, decree or order of any court, tribunal or other authority or 

any law for the time being in force, the Custodian may, within such time as may be specified by the Central 

Government in this behalf, dispose of whether by sale or otherwise, as the case may be, with prior approval of 

the Central Government, by general or special order, enemy properties vested in him immediately before the 

date of commencement of the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2017 in accordance with the 

provisions of this Act, as amended by the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2017‖. 

 According to amendment, as in sub-section 7 of section 8A of the Enemy Property Act, 1968, Central Government 

may direct that disposal of enemy property shall be made by any other authority or Ministry or Department 

instead of Custodian. 
Source:- PIB 

 

MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES ISSUES GUIDELINES FOR 

OPERATION GREENS  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Ministry of Food Processing Industries(MoFPI) under Union Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal has approved the 

operationalisation strategy for Operation Green. 

 Operation Greens was announced in the Budget speech of 2018-19 with an outlay of Rs 500 crores to stabilize the 

supply of Tomato, Onion and Potato(TOP) crops and to ensure availability of TOP crops throughout the country 

round the year without price volatility. 
 

Objectives of ―Operation Greens‖: 

 Enhancing value realisation of TOP farmers by targeted interventions to strengthen TOP production clusters and 

their FPOs, and linking/connecting them with the market. 

  Price stabilisation for producers and consumers by proper production planning in the TOP clusters and 

introduction of dual use varieties. 

  Reduction in post-harvest losses by creation of farm gate infrastructure, development of suitable agro-logistics, 

creation of appropriate storage capacity linking consumption centres. 

  Increase in food processing capacities and value addition in TOP value chain with firm linkages with production 

clusters. 

  Setting up of a market intelligence network to collect and collate real time data on demand and supply and price of 

TOP crops. 
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The strategy will comprise of a series of measures as decided by the Ministry which include: 

1.Short term Price Stabilisation Measures 

 NAFED will be the Nodal Agency to implement price stabilisation measures. MoFPI will provide 50% of the 

subsidy on the following two components: 

 Transportation of Tomato Onion Potato(TOP) Crops from production to storage; 

 Hiring of appropriate storage facilities for TOP Crops; 
 

2.Long Term Integrated value chain development projects 

 Capacity Building of FPOs & their consortium 

 Quality production 

 Post-harvest processing facilities 

 Agri-Logistics 

 Marketing / Consumption Points 

 Creation and Management of e-platform for demand and supply management of TOP Crops. 

Source:- PIB 
 

NEW RULES FOR FOREIGNERS IN DETENTION CENTRES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context; 

 The government has informed the Supreme Court that the process of framing guidelines for keeping foreign 

nationals in detention centres across the country was ―under preparation‖.  
 

Background: 

 The issue of framing of detention manual for keeping foreign nationals had cropped up when the apex court was 

hearing a matter related to the condition of detention centres in Assam. 

 In September, the Centre had told the apex court that it was in the process of framing guidelines for keeping foreign 

nationals in detention centres across the country and the process would take around three months. 

 The court had said that the detention manual should be prepared within two months. 

 The apex court had on September 12 expressed displeasure that foreign nationals kept in detention centres in Assam 

were ―separated‖ from their families and had asked the state to look into the issue with urgency so that the families 

are ―not broken up‖. 
 

Guidelines for foreign detention: 

 The Centre told a bench headed by Justice Madan B Lokur that the work of framing detention manual or guidelines 

was being taken up ―very seriously‖. 

 It also stated that in the meanwhile, some circulars have been issued to the state of Assam in this regard. 

 Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for Assam, told the bench that necessary steps would be taken by the 

state to implement ―faithfully‖ the circulars issued by the Centre. Mehta told the bench that tenders have been 

invited by Assam for setting up of a new detention centre in Goalpara and the work is expected to be completed 

using pre-fab technology by August 31 next year. 

 The state government also said there were 47 declared foreign nationals or their family members that were proposed 

to be transferred for being re-united and the transfer process would take about 15 days.  
 

SC Verdict: 

 The bench said, We expect the state of Assam to adhere to the timeline, more particularly since the executing 

agency is the Assam Police Housing Corporation Ltd  

 The bench in its  November 2 order said, We are of the view that it would be inappropriate to keep the families 

separated without any valid reason, more particularly since many of them have already been separated for a 

considerable period of time. 
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 Therefore we require the state of Assam to speed up the process and complete it within a period of seven 

days and in any event within a maximum period of ten days since sufficient time has already elapsed. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

PLEA CHALLENGES ORDER ON ‗DALIT‘ USAGE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court may hear a petition challenging a government circular advising the media to refrain from calling 

Scheduled Caste members ―Dalits‖. 
 

 

Background: 

 The Bombay High Court has asked the Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to consider issuing a 

direction to media to stop using the word 'Dalit', following a circular advising government officials against using the 

word.in its response to a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by Pankaj Mesharam seeking the removal of the word 

‗Dalit‘ from all government documents and communication 

 a month after, The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting asked the media to refrain from using the word ‗Dalit‘ 

and instead use the constitutional term ‗Scheduled caste‘. 
 

Contention: 

 The petition, filed by advocate Sriram Parakkat, on behalf of activist V.A. Ramesh Nathan, said the term ‗Dalit‘ was 

a self- chosen name, a positive self-identifier and political identity, to describe the pan-Indian community of those 

affected by the caste system and the practice of untouchability for several centuries. The petition said the word 

―Dalit‖ meant ―divided, split, broken, scattered‖. 

 In the 1930s, the word ―Dalit‖ was popularised and reintroduced into the public imagination by Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar to refer to the pan-Indian community of historically oppressed people. 

 It also said,  that the circular dated August 7, 2018 issued by the Information and Broadcasting Ministry was ―vague, 

arbitrary, inconsistent and has no rational nexus to its ostensible objective‖. 
 

―Dalit - Harijan - Depressed class‖ Nomenclature controversy: 

 The distinction between the two terms  ‗Scheduled caste‘ and ‗Dalit‘  is rooted in the larger narrative of the evolution 

of caste movements in India, and the various strings of the movement that sought redressal for the depressed castes in 

separate ways. 

 Dalit: 

 The word ‗Dalit‘, which in classical Sanskriti means ‗broken‘, ground-down, downtrodden, or oppressed‖. 

 ―Dalit‖ refers to one‘s caste rather than class; it applies to members of those menial castes which have 

historically borne the stigma of ―untouchability‖ because their traditional occupations were deemed to be impure 

and polluted by the upper castes. 

 Dalits, in a way, are ‗outcastes‘ falling outside the traditional four-fold caste system consisting of the hereditary 

Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra classes; till a few decades ago, there were physically and socially 

excluded and isolated from the rest of the society. 

 The term was believed to have been first used by Jyotirao Phule, founder of the Satya Shodak Samaj, in the 

nineteenth century. He used the term for ‗untouchables‘ and victims of caste based oppressions.  

 Even Ambedkar, early on in his writings in English, espoused the use of the terms "depressed classes" and 

"broken men", which could translate into Dalit. But later he assertively stuck to the usage of 'Dalit' when 

Mahatma Gandhi tried to replace the term with a more generic Harijan (or children of God). 
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   Harijan: 

 The exact origin of the word is subject to debate. 

 Some says, The term Harijan is said to have first figured in the hymn Vaishnava jana by 

Narsinh Mehta.  

 Many believe that Gandhi's attempt to promote the usage of word was to avoid the stigma 

associated to other terms like bhangi and chamar, directly relegating the members of the 

community to the menial jobs they were forced to do over centuries. 

 ‗Harijan‘, meaning ‗children of God‘, was a term first used by Gandhi to refer to Scheduled Castes 

in 1932. He even started three journals in English, Hindi and Gujarati in the same name in 1933. 

 Schedule caste: 

 The term Scheduled Castes was first used by British in the Government of India Act, 1935, which 

first categorised the lower castes under 'Depressed Classes'. 
Source:- Hindu 

 

NO ‗LESS CASH‘ TWO YEARS POST NOTE BAN 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

Context: 

 November 8, marks the second anniversary of the demonetisation exercise. It was on the same day in 2016 that 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 500 currency notes would no longer be legal 

tender. These notes constituted over 86% of the currency in circulation, then. 

 One of the objectives of demonetisation was to move to a ‗less-cash‘ society. However, two years down the line, it 

appears the objective has not been achieved. 

 According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data, currency in circulation rose to Rs. 19.6 lakh crore as on October 26, 

2018, a 9.5% growth from two years ago. The currency in circulation was Rs. 17.9 lakh crore on November 4, 2016, 

the week before the note ban came into force. 

 With cash back in the system, ATM withdrawals have picked up. While cash withdrawals have gained pace, addition 

of ATMs has been slow. 

 Mobile banking transactions in August 2018 stood at Rs. 2.06 lakh crore, 82% higher than the October 2016 figure 

of Rs. 1.13 lakh crore. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

ADVANCING BS-VI EMISSION NORMS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources 
 

Context: 

With the  April 2020 deadline, vehicle makers get a wake-up call. 

SC Order: 

 On October 24, the Supreme Court banned the sale and registration of vehicles conforming to Bharat Stage (BS)-IV 

emission standards across the country, from April 1, 2020, citing ―alarming and critical‖ pollution levels. 

  With this decision, vehicle makers will only be able to sell BS-VI compliant vehicles from April 2020.  

 However, BS-IV vehicles already sold will continue to ply. 
 

Brief History of Emission standards in India : 
 In India, the first stage of mass emission norms came into force for petrol vehicles in 1991 and for diesel vehicles 

in 1992.  

 However, it was in 2000 that vehicles both passenger and commercial  met the Euro-I standards.  

 The BS-II (equivalent to Euro-II standards) norms came into force in 2001 and were implemented in a phased 

manner. 
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  Gradually, BS-III was introduced, paving the way for implementation of BS-IV by April 2017. 
 

Leapfrog BS - V: 

  It is important to note that according to an earlier road map by the government, BS-V emission norms were to come 

into effect by 2020-21, while BS-VI was to be implemented 2024 onwards. 

 However, given the drastic increase in air pollution levels, particularly in the Delhi-NCR region, the government 

decided to leapfrog BS-V, while also advancing the introduction of BS-VI emission norms to 2020.  

 The implementation of BS-VI norms will bring Indian emission regulations almost on a par with EU regulations 
 

Impacts: 

 The Supreme Court order impacts both the industry and consumers. 
 

Industry: 
 The decision brings clarity on the timelines for sale. However, the challenge will be to meet the new target date. 

 The government had earlier proposed a grace period of three months for manufacturers to sell BS-IV compliant 

passenger vehicles and six months for buses and trucks that may remain unsold with the dealer or manufacturer 

post April 1, 2020. 

 The industry had also argued in court that since they were allowed to manufacture BS-IV vehicles till March 31, 

2020, they should be granted reasonable time to sell that stock. 

 Further, an industry expert pointed out that manufacturers will need to start manufacturing BS-VI compliant 

vehicles by February 2020, while phasing out BS-IV compliant vehicles.  

 The industry has pointed out that this advancement will lead to shorter time for vehicle-testing and validation. 
 

Costumer: 
 customers will get access to better technology and hopefully better air.  

 However, BS-VI compliant vehicles will be more expensive. According to research agency ICRA, the price of 

diesel cars is expected to go up by about Rs 75,000 compared to an increase of about Rs 20,000 for petrol cars. 

 The BS-VI fuel is also expected to cost more. 
 

Way Forward: 

 Experts believe that for BS-VI compliant vehicles to comply, it will be critical that the fuel of the desired 

specification be made available across the country before the deadline. 

 Further, while it will be possible for BS-IV compliant cars to run smoothly on BS-VI fuel, BS-VI vehicles will 

not be able to operate optimally on lower-grade fuels. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

‗ODISHA MAKING SIGNIFICANT STRIDES IN TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes 
 

Context: 

According to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training Institute, Odisha has made significant 

strides in tribal empowerment and development during the past couple of decades.  
 

More about the news: 

 Odisha has the second highest percentage of tribal population in the country. The State has 62 Scheduled Tribes, of 

which 13 have been identified as particularly vulnerable groups. The scheduled area of Odisha comprises 13 districts 

and 119 tribal sub-plan blocks. About 60% of the total tribal population of Odisha lives within the scheduled area 

and the remaining 40% live outside. 

 A comparative analysis between two reference periods such as 2001-02 and 2011-12 in 13 tribal-dominated districts 

indicates that seven districts have climbed up, two districts have remained constant and four districts have climbed 

down in their respective rankings. 

 The composite index has been studied based on three broad economic sectors — agriculture, industry and services, 

via 31 indicators. 
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 The tribal literacy rate of Odisha was 37.37% with tribal female literacy at 23.37%, but it increased to 52.24% with 

female literacy at 41.20 % in the 2011 Census. 
 

 

What works for Odisha? 

 The State implemented innovative schemes and special measures along with other ongoing schemes and 

programmes of the Centre and the State. 
 

Some of the steps taken by Government: 

1. Education: 

 In order to make the educational indicators better, multipronged strategies have been adopted by the State.  

 Multilingual education teachers have been appointed.  

 Despite geographical barriers, schools have been opened where a certain minimum number of children are there. 

2. Governance: 

 To facilitate good governance, development and conservation of tribal culture. 

 Professed a heterogeneous and area-specific planned approach considering real-time indicators of tribal 

development 

 The State government has empowered the statutory Tribal Advisory Council  

 Also taken special initiatives like Special Development Councils in the nine most thickly concentrated tribal 

districts of the State. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

ODISHA NOW HAS A LEXICON FOR RARE TRIBAL LANGUAGES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 On the Occasion of 7th National tribal fair, odisha government has come up with lexicon of 21 tribal languages. 

 Odisha, is the only State in the country, to have formulated all tribal bilingual dictionaries and trilingual tribal 

language proficiency modules. 
 

7th National Tribal fair - Odisha: 

 The 7th National Tribal Crafts Mela kicked off  on the premises of the Odisha State Tribal Museum,Saturday - with 

an aim to preserve, promote and popularize tribal art and crafts and help artisans hone their skills through cross-

cultural interactions.  

 More than 150 tribal artisans from 14 states such as Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Sikkim, Telangana, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and, 

Odisha are participating in the fair. 

 Mr. Patnaik said the tribal museum had been upgraded as the Odisha State Tribal Museum. 
 
 

 

Lexicon for 21 languages: 

 On the occasion of 7Th National tribal fair, Odisha Government -  through its Academy of Tribal Language and 

Culture (ATLC) has brought out the tribal bilingual dictionaries for multilingual education and tribal trilingual 

proficiency modules to preserve and promote tribal languages. 

 The tribal dictionaries have been formulated as part of an endeavour by Special Development Councils (SDC).  

 ―The State Government has established nine SDCs in nine tribal districts with a view to promote, protect and 

preserve tribal culture‖ said, Director and Special Secretary of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research 

and Training Institute (SCSTRTI). 
Source:- The Hindu 
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SC ISSUES NOTICES TO EC, ED 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability and institutional 

and other measures. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has sought responses from the government on a petition seeking expeditious action and conduct 

of investigation into the use of black money or excess money in the election process by candidates and parties. 

 A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi issued notices also to the Election Commission of India, the 

Enforcement Directorate (ED),The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and several States on a petition filed by 

Kaka Ramakrishna, the secretary of the Communist Party of India‘s Andhra Pradesh unit. 
 

Petitioner Contention: 

 The petition, filed through advocates T. Sudhakar and Sravan Kumar, said a proposal made in 1992 to the government 

to make bribery in elections a cognisable offence was pending till date. 

 The petition wants to make bribery a cognisable offence in time for the coming Assembly elections in Telangana, 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Lok Sabha elections. 

 The petition has sought the court to direct the ED, the CBDT and the State of Tamil Nadu to ―take action on various 

criminal cases registered during Radhakrishnan Nagar by-election and submit a report to the Supreme Court.‖ 

 The petition asked the court to direct the ED, the CBDT and appropriate State authorities to take ―stringent action on 

seized money, liquor, narcotics and drugs in all elections from 2014 till date and fasten liability.‖ 

 Total net assets and tax revenue/income/expenditure, which is available to be appropriated by legislators, to be 

disclosed on a per vote basis so as to sensitise voters to the financial might of each vote. 

 The petition blamed the Election Commission and other authorities for not disqualifying, between 2014-18, even a 

single candidate for spending excess to the limit fixed by the panel. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CENTRE TO SELL ITS ENTIRE STAKE IN DREDGING CORPORATION 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Cabinet approves proposal to sell stake to a consortium of four ports 
 

Strategic disinvestment: 

 Cabinet approval for strategic disinvestment of 100% Government of India's shares in Dredging Corporation of India 

Ltd (DCIL) to consortium of four ports namely, Vishakhapatnam Port Trust, Paradeep Port Trust, Jawahar Lal Nehru 

Port Trust and Kandla Port Trust. 

 The government currently holds 73.44 per cent in Dredging Corporation of India Ltd (DCIL). 

 The approval will further facilitate the linkage of dredging activities with the ports, keeping in view the role of the 

DCIL in expansion of dredging activity in the country as well as potential diversification of ports into third-party 

dredging. 

 The co-sharing of facilities between the company as well as ports shall lead to savings for ports. This would further 

provide opportunities for larger investment in DCIL as integration with ports shall help in effective vertical linkage in 

the value chain. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CAB NOD TO FOREIGN FIRMS FOR STORING OIL AT PADUR STORAGE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Cabinet on Thursday approved filling up of the underground strategic oil storage at Padur in Karnataka by foreign 

oil companies, who could use it as a storage for trading in the region but will have to part with the oil in case of an 

emergency in India. 
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 Oil traders and producers could use the Padur storage to stock their oil and sell it to refineries in the region on 

commercial terms. 

 India, which meets 83 per cent of its oil needs through imports, will have the right of first refusal to buy the crude oil 

stored the facilities in case of an emergency 
 

Background: 

 The Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) has constructed and commissioned underground rock caverns 

for storage of total 5.33 million tonnes of crude oil at three locations -- Vishakhapatnam (1.33 million tonnes), 

Mangalore (1.5 million tonnes) and Padur (2.5 million tonnes). 

 While a third of the Visakhapatnam facility has been hired by Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL), Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Co (ADNOC) and government of India has filled the storage at Mangalore. The 2.5 million tonnes Padur 

facility remains empty. 
 

More about the news: 

 The filling of the strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) under public-private-partnership model is being undertaken to 

reduce budgetary support of government of India  

 The total 5.33 million tonnes capacity under Phase-I of the SPR programme is currently estimated to supply about 9.5 

days of India's crude requirement. 

 In the Phase-II, India plans to build an additional 6.5 million tonnes facilities at Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in 

Karnataka, which is expected to augment the emergency cover against any supply disruption by another 11.5 days. 
 

Crude oil / product reserves: 

 Indian refiners maintain 65 days of crude storage, and when added to the storage planned and achieved by ISPRL, 

takes the Indian crude storage tally to about 87 days. This is very close to the storage of 90 days mandated by IEA for 

member countries. 
  

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY(IEA): 

 International Energy Agency (IEA) is an autonomous Inter-governmental organization based in Paris . 

 Established in the framework of Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in 1974 

  To help countries collectively respond to oil supply disruptions.  

 It was established with a broad mandate on energy security and other issues about energy policy co-operation 

among the member countries. 

  Long term supply, information transparency, security of supply, international energy relations, research and 

development were its focal points.  

 However, today IEA has expanded and evolved to be at the heart of global dialogue on energy, examining the 

spectrum of energy issue to advocate policies and ensure affordability, reliability & sustainability of energy 

among its member countries.  

 It has 30 member nations and only OECD nations are given membership to the IEA.  

 All the OECD member states except for Chile, Iceland, Israel, Mexico and Slovenia are the members of IEA. 

  In 2018, Mexico joined the IEA and became its 30th member 

 The IEA publishes:  

1) World Energy Outlook  

 2) World Energy Investment 

India and IEA: 

 India became an associate member of IEA in March 2017.  

 Indiawas in engagement with the IEA long before its association with the organization as an associate member.  

 It was a party to the Declaration of Cooperation, signed in 1998, covering the matters relating to energy 

security and statistics.  

 Subsequently, it had signed three Joint Statements with the IEA that covered various areas of mutual interest in 

the energy arena.  

 However, the priority area for India was gas and oil security. 
 

Source:- The Indian Express 
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Vehicle Location Tracking Devices and Emergency Buttons Mandatory for all New Public 

Service Vehicles Registered After 1st January 2019  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

 The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways vide notification dated 25.10.18,  has mandated that all new public 

service vehicles except auto rickshaws and eRickshaws, registered on and after 1st January 2019, will have to be 

equipped with  Vehicle Location Tracking ( VLT )with emergency buttons. The VLT device manufacturers would 

assist in providing the back end services for monitoring. This regulation is being brought in to ensure safety of 

passengers especially women. 

 In case of older public service vehicles –those registered upto 31"December,2018, the respective State/ UT 

Governments will notify the date by which these vehicles have to install Vehicle Location Tracking Deviceand Panic 

Buttons. The Ministry has sent an advisory to the states in this regard. 

 The Ministry has also notified the operational procedure for implementation of VLT cum Emergency buttons. The 

State or Union Territories are required to ensure execution of this order and check fitment and functional status of the 

VLT device in the public service vehicles at the time of checking of the vehicles for fitness certification. 

 Command and Control Centres will be setup by the State or VLT manufacturers or any other agency authorised by 

the State Government, and these centres will provide interface to various stakeholders such as state emergency 

response centre, the transport department or Regional Transport Offices, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

and its designated agencies, device manufacturers and their authorised dealers, testing agencies, permit holders, etc. 

These centres will also provide feed to the VAHAN data base or the relevant data base of the State with regard to the 

over speeding, device health status. 

 The details of each VLT device will be uploaded on the VAHAN database by the VLT device manufacturer using its 

secured authenticated access. The VLT device manufacturers or their authorised dealers will  install the VLT devices 

in public service vehicles and register the devices along with details of vehicle on the corresponding backend 

systems in real-time. 

 The public service vehicle owners have to ensure that the VLT devices installed in their vehicles are in working 

condition and regularly send required data to the corresponding backend system through cellular connectivity. 

 VLT device manufacturers will get their devices tested for conformity of production every year after the 

firstcertification,fromthetestingagenciesreferredtoinrule126 of theCentralMotorVehiclesRules,1989. 
Source:- The PIB 

 

GLOBAL IT CHALLENGE FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES 2018  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities, 2018 was inaugurated by the Minister of State for Social 

Justice & Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar. 

 The three day event is being organised by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), 

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in association with Rehabilitation International Korea and their 

associated partner LG Electronics. 
 

More about the News: 

 The Global ICT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities is a capacity building project that helps youth with disabilities 

to overcome their limitations and challenge themselves for a better future by providing them with access to ICT and 

related experiences, improving their ability to leverage information and social participation while setting ICT 

agendas for participant countries related to disabilities and boosting international cooperation and exchange. 

 This year around 100 youth with disabilities (visual disability, hearing disability, locomotor disability and 

intellectual disability/developmental disorder) from 18 countries namely, India, Indonesia, China, Vietnam, 

Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Mongolia, Cambodia, Laos, Philippines, Korea, Kazakhstan,  
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Kyrgyzstan, UK and UAE are participating in this event. 

 India has nominated twelve youth with disabilities to participate in the event. 
 

Objective: 

 To leverage IT skills among youth with disabilities and also to spread awareness about the application of Information 

and Computer Technology (ICT) in enhancing the quality of life of persons with disabilities especially in Asia-

Pacific region. 
Source:- The PIB 

 
 

Most child deaths due to pneumonia in India 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 Recently, The 2018 Pneumonia and diarrhoea Progress Report was published  by the International Vaccine Access 

Center (IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

 India has topped the list of 15 countries with the highest number of pneumonia and diarrhoea deaths in children 

under five in 2016. 

 To fight pneumonia and diarrhea in 15 countries with the greatest number of deaths from these illnesses. 

Besides India, the other countries are Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, 

Chad, Angola, Somalia, Indonesia, Tanzania, China, Niger, Bangladesh, Uganda, and Côte d‘Ivoire. 
 

Major Highlights of the Report: 

Gender disparity: 

 Despite improvements in full immunisation coverage across India, girls under the age of five in rural and 

poorer urban localities continue to lose out on vaccinations 

 Across India, there is lower vaccine coverage among female children in rural areas and in poor, urban 

areas.  

 Improvements to full immunization coverage in India have not succeeded in closing the gender gap in 

coverage, as only 78 females were fully immunized for every 100 males fully immunized in poorer areas 

of Delhi. 

 A recent analysis by Queen Mary University, London, also revealed that India and Tonga were the only 

two countries in the world where the under-five mortality rate of girls is higher than boys. 

o In India, the under-five child mortality for girls is 40 deaths per 1,000 live births, while for boys it is 39 

deaths per 1,000 live births. A total of 2,60,990 children, under the age of five, died of pneumonia and 

diarrhoea in India in 2016 – the highest in the world. 

 India has shown progress in interventions for fighting pneumonia and diarrhoea by one percentage point. 

 The IVAC report also analyses how effectively countries are delivering or ensuring the use of 10 key interventions, 

including exclusive breastfeeding, vaccination, access to care and use of antibiotics, oral rehydration solution and 

zinc supplementation, to prevent and treat pneumonia and diarrhea.  

 The measures are known to help protect children from death due to these illnesses and could help achieve the UN‘s 

Sustainable Development Goal target of reducing under-five mortality to 25 per 1,000 live births by 2030. 

The IVAC report does not reflect on the pneumonia vaccine introduced by India in 2017 under the universal 

immunisation programme. ―India initiated a phased national introduction in May 2017, but no child had yet received the third 

dose, given at 9 months of age in 2017; thus, the estimated PCV3 coverage is zero per cent 

Source:- The Hindu 
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NATIONAL BODY SET UP TO STUDY RARE FORM OF DIABETES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 To identify cases of monogenic diabetes across the country, a National Monogenic Diabetes Study Group has been 

formed . 
 

National Monogenic Diabetes Study Group: 

 The Study group is Supported by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the Madras Diabetes Research 

Foundation (MDRF). 

 Dr. Mohan‘s Diabetes Specialities Centre (DMDSC) be the national coordinating centre for the study group. 

 Under this initiative, MDRF would provide guidelines to the collaborators for identifying monogenic diabetes. 

 The collaborators will identify cases of monogenic diabetes and send their details. 
 

Monogenic Diabetes: 

 Some rare forms of diabetes result from mutations or changes in a single gene and are called monogenic. 

○ Mutations, meaning that the condition can be passed on to children when only one parent carries or has the 

disease gene. 

 
 Forms of monogenic diabetes: 

o Neonatal diabetes mellitus (NDM) - occurs in newborns and young infants 

o maturity-onset diabetes of the young (MODY) - Much more common than NDM and usually first occurs 

in adolescence or early adulthood 

o Congenital Hypoglycaemia. 
  

 Diabetes: 

 Diabetes, often referred to by doctors as diabetes mellitus, describes a group of metabolic diseases in which the 

person has high blood glucose (blood sugar), either because insulin production is inadequate, or because the 

body‘s cells do not respond properly to insulin, or both. 

 Currently, the disease is divided into two sub-types: 

o Type-1 — generally diagnosed in childhood and accounting for about 10% of cases -  the body simply 

doesn‘t make insulin, a hormone that helps regulate blood sugar levels. 

o Type-2, the body makes some insulin but not enough, which means glucose stays in the blood. This 

form of the disease correlates highly with obesity and can, over time, lead to blindness, kidney damage, 

and heart disease or stroke. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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POLIO VACCINE CONTAMINATION IS A WORRY? [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Introduction: 

 Since April 2016, all oral polio vaccines (OPV) across the world contain only two of the three polio serotypes — 

Type 1 and Type 3. 

 Type 2 is banned because the wild, disease-causing version of this virus was eradicated globally by 1999, and 

because OPV itself can cause polio in rare cases. 
 
 

Background: 
In September, routine surveillance detected the Type 2 vaccine virus in stool samples from children in Uttar Pradesh, 

implying that someone was still making the vaccine. Further investigations revealed that the OPV, made by a Ghaziabad-

based firm called Bio-Med, contained traces of the Type 2 vaccine virus. 
 
 

Can a vaccine cause polio? 
 

 The oral polio vaccine (OPV) is an extremely safe and effective tool for immunizing children against polio.   

o Over the past 10 years, more than 10 billion doses of OPV have been administered to over 2.5 billion 

children worldwide, preventing more than 10 million polio cases during that period. 

 On very rare occasions, OPV can lead to vaccine-associated paralytic polio or vaccine-derived poliovirus. These are 

similar but different phenomena.  

 
1. Vaccine Associated Paralytic Polio (VAPP): 

 VAPP is caused by a strain of poliovirus that has genetically changed in the intestine from the original attenuated 

vaccine strain contained in OPV.   

 It is associated with a single dose of OPV administered in a child or can occur in a close unvaccinated or non-

immune contact of the vaccine recipient who is excreting the mutated virus.  

 VAPP causes isolated cases and not outbreaks, because it doesn‘t spread from person to person. 
 

2. Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (VDPV): 

 On very rare occasions, under certain conditions, a strain of poliovirus in OPV may change and revert to a form that 

may be able to cause paralysis (VDPV) in humans and develop the capacity for sustained circulation. The latter is 

known as a circulating VPDV (cVDPV).  

 A cVDPV is associated with sustained person-to-person transmission and is circulating in the environment. 

―Persistent cVDPVs‖ refer to cVDPVs known to have circulated for more than six months. 
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 For this to happen, though, the vaccine virus must circulate among people for at least around 12 months. During this 

transmission, the virus has a chance to mutate. This usually happens in communities where vaccination rates are 

low. cVDPV, too, is extremely rare. 
  

Can contamination cause VAPP or cDVPV? 
Experts believe that, ―The risk is virtually zero, but not absolutely zero.‖ 

 For instance. The risk of VAPP is extremely low, in general. A 2002 study in the Bulletin of the World Health 

Organisation estimated that India saw one case of VAPP for every 4.1-4.6 million OPV doses administered in 1999. 

  This was the combined risk from all three serotypes. The risk from the Type 2 virus alone is even smaller. 

 cDVPV: 
 cVDPV, on the other hand, is a bigger worry, because the Type-2 vaccine virus is the most likely to turn cVDPV 

among all the three. 

             But for this to happen, two conditions must be fulfilled.  

1. A large number of children must be unimmunised against Type-2.  

2. The virus needs to circulate from person to person for several months. 

Both these conditions don‘t seem to be met in Uttar Pradesh. Even though India stopped giving children OPV Type 2 in 

2016, it has been giving them the Inactivated Polio Vaccine, which also protects against the Type-2 polio. After news of 

the contamination, mop-up rounds to give IPV to any children who had missed it earlier were conducted. All this 

drastically reduces the chance that the vaccine virus will stick around in the environment for long enough to turn into 

cVDPV. 
 

Is there anything to worry about? 

 The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation ought to trace the source of the contamination, which it hasn‘t 

done yet. Unless this happens, we won‘t know how to prevent incidents of larger contamination in future.  

 The two possible sources are Ghaziabad‘s Bio-Med and PT Bio Farma, an Indonesian firm which supplied the 

vaccine raw material to Bio-Med and all other Indian OPV manufactures. Therefore, if Bio Farma was the source, 

the worry is bigger. 

 Second, Uttar Pradesh health authorities haven‘t made it clear how widespread the contamination was. Early media 

reports said 1.5 lakh vials were contaminated. 

 Assuming 20 doses per vial, this is around 3 million doses. The previous calculations of low risk are based on this 

number. If a substantially larger number of doses was administered, the risk would grow. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

EC WARNS PARTIES ON CRIMINAL CASES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
 

Context: 

Candidates with criminal antecedents and their political parties can be charged with contempt of the Supreme Court if they 

fail to widely publicise the cases against them as prescribed. They may also be penalised for false statements, the Election 

Commission has said. 
 

More about the news: 

 Separate formats have been specified for the candidates and the parties to submit reports about publication of the 

declaration. 

 The failure of the candidates and the parties to publicise the details in the manner prescribed may be a ground for 

post-election action like election petition or contempt of court. 

 The court has made it mandatory for the candidates and their parties to publish or broadcast details of the cases 

against them at least three times ahead of elections. 

 The ruling applies to all candidates in the Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram and Telangana 

Assembly elections. The parties are also required to upload the details on their websites. 
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 If anyone furnishes a false statement, the Election Commission can act under various provisions, including Section 

171 (G) of the Indian Penal Code that prescribes a fine. 

 The Election Commission has received a representation about expenses on television and newspaper advertisements 

of criminal antecedents, and it may take a decision on Monday. 

 It is up to them to get advertisements published in television channels and newspapers with wider circulation in the 

constituencies or districts concerned, or publicise information about the cases through the media. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 
 

PRAYAGRAJ: HC ASKS U.P., CENTRE TO FILE AFFIDAVITS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN 

VARIOUS SECTORS AND ISSUES ARISING OUT OF THEIR DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION. 
 

Context: 

 The Bench of the Allahabad High Court on Monday asked the Centre and the Uttar Pradesh government to file 

counter affidavits within a week on a petition challenging the decision to rename Allahabad as Prayagraj. 
 

More about the news: 

 The petitioner argued that it was necessary to invite objections from the public under Section 6(2) of the revenue 

manual before changing the name of a district, but the said provision was not followed in the present case. 

 The state counsel opposed the plea by submitting that the provision was applicable in case the revenue area had to 

be changed. But, he added, only the name was changed in the present case and, therefore, the petition was not 

maintainable. 

 After hearing both sides, the court asked the state and the central government counsel to place their arguments on 

record by filing counter affidavits. 

 After hearing both sides, the court asked the state and the central government counsel to place their arguments on 

record by filing counter affidavits. 

 The next hearing of the matter is on Monday. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

UTTAR PRADESH CABINET NOD FOR FAIZABAD NAME CHANGE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on 13 November approved a proposal to change the name of Faizabad district to 

Ayodhya, a week after Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath made the announcement on the eve of Deepavali. 

 Ayodhya division will now comprise of Ayodhya, Ambedkarnagar, Sultanpur, Amethi and Barabanki districts 
 

Government Note on name change: 

 Ayodhya has been associated with Lord Ram and is known as his birth place.  

 Ayodhya has been the capital of various dynasties, including the Ikshvaku dynasty of which Lord Ram is a 

descendent.  

 The area is widely known as Ayodhya which is why the proposal to change name was unanimously accepted by the 

cabinet 
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Procedure for Renaming the City: 

 The task of renaming a city is given to the State Legislators. 

 The procedure differs from state to state but the regulations remains the same. 

 The first step involves raising of a request in form of a resolution by any MLA, which proposes the renaming of 

any particular city or street. 

 On the basis of the request of the MLA, the issue would be deliberated upon and the consequences of the same 

shall be discussed upon. 

 The final step involves voting of the validity of the resolution. 

 If a simple majority is attained in favour of the resolution, the said resolution shall be declared passed. 

 The State Legislation on the basis of the majority view shall make the necessary changes in the name of the 

state or city public. 

 The proposal will go to the Centre for approval before the city is officially renamed. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

AFTER IL&FS, SEBI TIGHTENS NORMS FOR RATERS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 
 

Context: 

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has tightened the disclosure norms for credit rating agencies 

(CRAs).after they failed to warn investors in time about the deteriorating credit profile of Infrastructure Leasing and 

Financial Services Ltd (IL&FS). 
 
 

Additional Norms: 

 The market watchdog has ordered rating agencies to analyse deterioration in the liquidity conditions of an issuer, 

while monitoring its repayment schedules and taking into account any asset-liability mismatches. 

  The CRAs should disclose parameters such as liquid investments or cash balances, access to any unutilised credit 

lines and adequacy of cash flows in a specific section on liquidity. 

 CRAs shall also disclose any linkage to external support for meeting near-term maturing obligations 

 For reviewing rating criteria, Sebi has directed ratings agencies, to assess inter-linkages of holding company and 

subsidiaries, holding company‘s liquidity, financial flexibility and support to the subsidiaries. 

 While carrying out monitoring of repayment schedules, credit rating agencies shall analyse the deterioration in the 

liquidity conditions of the issuer and also take into account any asset-liability mismatch. While reviewing material 

events, CRAs may treat sharp deviations in bond spreads of debt instruments vis-à-vis relevant benchmark yield as a 

material event. 

 The market regulator has also asked credit rating agencies to publish information about historical average rating 

transition rates across various rating categories, for investors to understand the historical performance of the ratings 

assigned by the credit rating agencies. 

 credit rating agencies will also have to furnish data on sharp rating actions in investment grade 
 

Background: 

This is the fourth time Sebi has changed norms for credit rating agencies. 

 In November 2016, Sebi issued a circular revamping norms for rating agencies after it found Crisil and Credit 

Analysis and Research Ltd (CARE) did not follow due process and had failed in monitoring ratings of JP 

Morgan‘s credit opportunity fund and Amtek Auto Ltd. The rating agencies subsequently settled the case 

through a consent mechanism. 

 In December 2017, after a meeting of its board, Sebi again revamped norms by tweaking ownership norms, and 

processes to follow while withdrawing a rating. 
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 On 21 June, after a meeting of its board, Sebi announced changes to the ownership and governance structure of 

rating agencies. 
  

SEBI: 

 SEBI is the statutory regulator for the securities market in India. 

 It was established in 1988 and given statutory powers through the SEBI Act, 1992. 

 HQ: Mumbai. 

Objectives: 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India has been established under the Section 3 of the SEBI Act of 1992. This act 

provides for the establishment of SEBI full with statutory powers for working towards the following : 

(a) The protection of interests of the investors in securities market. 

(b) The promotion for the development of the securities market. 

(c) Work for the regulation of the securities market. 
 

Functions: 

 Registering and stock exchanges, merchant banks, mutual funds, underwriers, registrars to the issues, Brokers, 

Sub-brokers, transfer agents,etc. 

 Levying various fees and other charges(as 1% of the issue amount of every company issuing shares kept by it 

as a caution money in the concerned stock exchange where the company is enlisted). 

 Promoting the knowledge in investor education. 

 It conducts audit and Inspections of stock exchanges and their various intermediaries. 

 It in involved in performing other concerned functions as may be prescribed to it from time to time. 

 It Regulates the business in stock exchanges and other securities markets in the economy.It prohibits Insider 

Trading by keeping a check when insiders of a company buy securities of that company. 

 It takes strict action against insider trading.An Insider is any individual who is connected with the company like 

its directors or promoters, etc. These ‗insiders‘ possess sensitive information which has potential to affect the 

prices of the securities in the market. However, you would point out that such information is not available to 

common people, while the insiders can take advantage of this information to make profit. This is known as 

Insider Trading. 

 It is involved in registering and regulating the working of players in stock exchanges like stock brokers, sub-

brokers, market makers, etc. 

 It Promotes as well as regulates the self-regulatory organizations also. 

 SEBI prohibits the fraudulent and unfair trade practices in the securities market. 

 SEBI is also interested in calling for information, undertaking inspections, conducting audits and inquiries of 

the stock exchanges, intermediaries, self – regulatory organizations, mutual funds and other persons associated 

with the securities market in the country. 

 It keeps a check on Price-rigging by fraud investors. Price rigging is basically manipulation of the prices of 

securities for inflating or deflating the market price of securities. Such practices are harmful for the 

performance of market at large. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

SETTING A PROPER DIET PLAN EDITORIAL /OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -  Issues relating to poverty & hunger 
 

Introduction: 

 Despite being one of the fastest growing economies in the world,India has been ranked at 103 out of 119 countries, 

with hunger levels categorised as ―serious‖, in the Global Hunger Index 2018. 
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Children's suffering from malnutrition: 

 India‘s child malnourishment level is not only the highest in the world but varies considerably across States.  

 As per the National Family Health Survey-2016, the proportion of stunted (low height for age) children under five is 

significantly higher (38.4%) than global (22.9%) averages. 

  The underweight (low weight for age) children rate (35.7%) is a lot higher than the global average (13.5%) too. 

  India is home to over 53.3 million stunted, 49.6 million underweight and 29.2 million wasted (low weight for 

height) children under five. 

 Around two-thirds of stunted/underweight children are from 200 districts of both less developed and developed 

States. 
 

Growth-oriented development not a solution: 

 Growing prosperity has hardly made any significant dent in chronic malnutrition of children. 

 No doubt, the low income and Empowered-Action-Group (EAG) States face major challenges to improve 

malnutrition, but, two EAG States, Chhattisgarh and Odisha, have performed better on this front compared to Gujarat 

and Maharashtra where per capita income is almost double. 

 The development path prevalent in Gujarat is more about growth and investment, which, however, has not been able 

to translate as better nutritional status in the State. 

 Odisha, which is a low income State, has a better network of Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), public 

health facility/workforce per lakh population and educational attainment among women, which have translated into a 

better nutritional status when compared with Gujarat. 
 

Agriculture v. hunger: 

 There is a contradiction between agrarian plenty and malnutrition 

 Malnutrition continues to be high in agricultural surplus States like Haryana (34% stunting and 29.5% underweight) 

 Recently, Madhya Pradesh has registered double-digit growth in food grain production making it one of the wheat 

granaries of India, but acute malnutrition is still critical in most of its districts with a high proportion of underweight 

(42.8%) and stunted children (41.9%) 

 With the increase in diversity in food intake, measured through Food Intake Index using 19 food items in all 640 

districts, malnutrition (stunted/underweight) status declines 

 Only 12% of children are likely to be stunted and underweight in areas where diversity in food intake is high, while 

around 50% children are stunted if they consume less than three food items 

 A majority of children across districts in Tamil Nadu consume a reasonably highly diversified food, leading to lower 

percentage of stunted/underweight children across districts 

 The diversified food intake is very low in a majority of Indian districts; just 28% of children consumed over five 

items of the total 19 food items 
 

Way forward: 

 An inclusive and holistic approach, including controlling/regulating food price, strengthening the public distribution 

system (PDS) and income support policies for making food cheaper are important steps 

 The ICDS was a high impact nutrition intervention, but its universal availability and quality are questionable due to 

poor functioning 

 The government must broaden the ICDS programme by ensuring diversity in food items in worst-hit districts 

 Faster economic growth has enormous benefits, but it is by no means sufficient and sustainable if millions of 

children remain undernourished, as it not only impacts early childhood health and imposes disease burden but also 

affects education, wages and productivity when they grow up, which will impact India‘s growth 

 The launch of the National Nutrition Mission as a strategy to fight maternal and child malnutrition is a welcome step 

towards achieving the targets of underweight and stunted children under five years from 35.7% to 20.7% and from 

38.4% to 25% respectively by 2022. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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SC PULLS UP STATES FOR NOT RECRUITING JUDGES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of 

various Constitutional Bodies. 
 

 

Context: 
A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, had taken suo motu cognisance of more than 5,000 vacancies for 

subordinate judicial posts even as pendency touched crores. 
 

 

More about the news: 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday pulled up various State governments and the administrative side of the High Courts 

for delay in filling vacancies in subordinate judicial services. 

 A bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi reprimanded particularly Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Delhi for 

their inefficiency and inordinate delay in filling up vacancies of judges in high courts and subordinate courts. 
 

 

 
 

Issue: 

Lack of infrastructure: 
 The problem lay in poor infrastructure, from courtrooms to residences for judges,  

 The State should tell us why courtrooms and residential houses are not being provided for judges and support staff. Is it 

not their duty to do so?‖ the Chief Justice asked. 

 It discovered that a lack of infrastructure and staff plagued the West Bengal judicial services. 
 
 

Vacancy: 

 A sheer lackadaisical approach to conducting the appointment process on time. 

 On the filing up of vacancies in Delhi, the Supreme Court was critical of the fact that there are 201 vacancies in Delhi, 

but the recruitment process was ongoing only with respect to 100 posts. 

 When vacancies are for 201 posts, why have you advertised for only 100 posts?" asked the bench from 

Registrar General of the Delhi High Court. 
 

 

Background: 

 In a five-page order earlier, the Supreme Court had recorded that there were a total of 22,036 posts in the district and 

subordinate judiciary, ranging from district judges to junior civil judges, across the States. 

 It said 5,133 out of the 22,036 posts were vacant. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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SC WARNS HCS OVER VACANCIES 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 
 

Context: 
The Supreme Court on Thursday cautioned the States and the High Courts that it would resort to a ―centralised selection 

mechanism‖ if they did not act promptly to fill the over 5,000 judicial posts lying vacant in the lower judiciary. 
 

Background: 

 On October 22, CJI Gogoi‘s bench took up the matter on its own and ordered all state governments and HCs to 

update it on the status of recruitment of lower court judges and whether the timeline for selection as laid down by the 

top court in a 2006 verdict was being followed. 

 The court had in a judgment given a time frame of one year for completing the recruitment of additional district 

judges and nine months for civil judges, junior division. 
 

Vacancies in HC: 

 Statistics reveal there are 5,223 vacancies in trial courts. The Centre has proposed a centralized examination to fill 

them up, pointing to a staggering 2,76,74,499 cases pending in subordinate courts.  

 A bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justices U U Lalit and K M Joseph said. "We are telling the high courts 

and states, if you can't do it, then we will take over. We want trial judges of the sanctioned strength to be in place. 

We are keeping you (HCs and states) in constant gaze,"  

 ―All high courts and public service commissions (agency that holds exams) have been very casual,‖ CJI Gogoi said. 

 He added that nothing was initiated to address the issue till the SC began monitoring it on the administrative side. 

Even then, he rued, recurring queries have not yielded any definite replies. 

 States and HCs failed to indicate how they were short of infrastructure. ―The level of indifference is phenomenal, ‖ 

the CJI said.  
Source:- The Hindu 

 

106 JUDICIAL POSTINGS IN A MONTH 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies. 
 

Context: 

 The Ministry of Law and Justice website shows that 106 judicial appointments to the High Courts and the Supreme 

Court were issued by the government from October 3 till date. 

 These orders include the appointment of four new judges to the Supreme Court on November 1, less than a month 

since Chief Justice Gogoi took over as the top judge. 
 

More about the News: 

 In fact, the total 122 Judicial posting; 106  appointments and  16 transfers come within 26 days of CJI Gogoi taking 

over.  

o The government also approved 16 transfers of judges to the various High Courts. 

 The number of orders of appointments issued by the government is 4.8 times more than the number of days the 

Supreme Court worked since October 3. 

 Chief Justice Gogoi had himself recently expressed surprise at the speed  in 48 hours  with which the government 

cleared the Collegium recommendation of the four new Supreme Court judges. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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A.P., WEST BENGAL WITHDRAW ‗GENERAL CONSENT‘ TO CBI 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

 

Context: 
In the light of serious allegations against the CBI, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal governments have withdrawn their 

"general consent" to the CBI to conduct raids and investigations.  
 

 

General consent: 

 General Consent is the approval given by a State government concerned from time to time to the CBI (the agency 

originated from the Special Police Establishment) and other agencies covered by the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act 1946. 

 Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act talks about the Consent of State Government to exercise of 

powers and jurisdiction.  

 The CBI functions under the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, under which provides a state government 

―routinely‖ grants consent to the CBI for exercising its authority in the state.  

 The consent is necessary as the jurisdiction of these agencies is confined to Delhi and Union Territories under this 

Act. 

 The withdrawal of General Consent effectively curtails CBI‘s powers in the State without prior permission. 

 It also means that the CBI officers lose police powers under the Criminal Procedure Code in the State concerned 

and for registering each case; the agency has to seek a specific consent from the State government. 
 
 

More about the news: 

 The general consent was accorded to the CBI in West Bengal by the then Left Front government in West Bengal in 

1989.  

 The reason cited to withdraw the consent was recent allegations against top CBI officials. 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and all agencies under the Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) 

Act, 1946 would now need permission from the respective state governments to carry out any sort of investigation in 

these states on a case by case basis, except those ordered by the courts and against central government officials.  

 However, the withdrawal of general consent may not have any bearing on the existing cases, ongoing investigations 

and the filing of charge sheets by the CBI. 

 A Supreme Court judgment in Kazi Lhendup Dorji v. Central Bureau of Investigation & Ors (1994)to stresses that it 

would not impact the already instituted cases. 

 In that judgment, the Supreme Court had held that: ―An Order revoking an Order giving Consent under Section of 

the Act [Delhi Special Police Establishment Act], can only have prospective operation and would not affect matters 

in which action has been initiated prior to the issuance of the Order of Revocation. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

MATERNITY LEAVE: GOVT. FOR INCENTIVE SCHEME 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Ministry of Labour and Employment is in the process of obtaining necessary budgetary grant and approvals of 

competent authorities. According to the statement, the ministry is working on an incentive scheme wherein seven 

weeks' wages would be reimbursed to employers who employ women workers with a wage ceiling of up to Rs 

15,000 and provide the maternity benefit of 26 weeks paid leave, subject to certain conditions.  
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Background: 

Maternity Benefit Act, 1961: 

 The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 applies to establishments employing 10 or more than 10 persons in Factories, 

Mines, Plantation, Shops & Establishments and other entities.  

 The main purpose of this Act is to regulate the employment of women in certain establishments for certain period 

before and after child birth and to provide maternity benefit and certain other benefits. 

  The Act was amended through the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 which, inter alia, has increased the 

paid maternity leave to women employees from 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 
 

Need of such incentive scheme: 

 In March 2017, the Centre amended the Maternity Benefit Act to increase paid maternity leave from 12 to 26 weeks 

for all women employees in establishments employing 10 or more people.  

 However, the statement noted that while implementation of the provision was good in the public sector, it was poor 

for those with private sector or contract jobs. 

 There is also a wide perception that private entities are not encouraging women employees because if they are 

employed, they may have to provide maternity benefit to them, particularly 26 weeks of paid holiday. 

 In addition, the Ministry of Labour & Employment is also getting complaints from various quarters that when the 

employers come to know that their women employee is in the family way or applies for maternity leave, the 

contracts are terminated on some flimsy grounds. 

 There have been several representations before the Labour Ministry on how the extended maternity leave has 

become a deterrent for female employees who are asked to quit or retrenched on flimsy grounds before they go on 

maternity leave. 
 

Impact: 

 The proposed Scheme, if  approved  and  implemented shall ensure the women in this country an equal access to 

employment and other approved benefits along with adequate safety and secure environment.  

 Also, the women shall continue to bear the major share of household work as well as child care.  

 The work places will be more and more responsive to the family needs of the working women. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

WITHOUT MATERNITY BENEFITS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre & States & 

the performance of these schemes 
 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY): 

 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 

December 31, 2016 

 The scheme is implemented in all the districts of the country in accordance with the provision of the National Food 

Security Act, 2013. 

 Target beneficiaries of the programme include all Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM), excluding 

PW&LM who are in regular employment with the Central Government or the State Governments or PSUs or those 

who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the time being in force. 

 Benefits under PMMVY include cash incentive of Rs 5000 in three instalments. The eligible beneficiaries would 

receive the incentive given under the Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) for Institutional delivery and the incentive 

received under JSY would be accounted towards maternity benefits so that on an average a woman gets Rs 6000. 

 A beneficiary is eligible to receive benefits under the scheme only once. In case of miscarriage/still birth, the 

beneficiary would be eligible to claim the remaining instalment(s) in event of any future pregnancy. 
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Objective of the Scheme: 

 providing partial compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash incentives so that the woman can take adequate 

rest before and after delivery of the first living child 

 the cash incentives provided would lead to improved health seeking behaviour amongst the Pregnant Women and 

Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) 
 
 

Issues in the Scheme: 

 The scheme largely defeats the purpose it is supposed to serve 

 According to a recent analysis, it excludes more than half of all pregnancies because first-order births account for 

only 43% of all births in India 

 Further, the PMMVY provides little assistance to women who lose their baby, because the successive payments 

are made only if the corresponding conditionalities are met 

 Few provision are contrary to National Food Security Act (NFSA) of 2013.  

o Under NFSA, every pregnant woman is entitled to maternity benefits of Rs 6,000 but under PMMVY the 

benefits have been reduced from Rs 6,000 to Rs 5,000 per child 

o Benefits are restricted to the first living child 

o Restricted to women above the age of 18 years. 

  The application process is cumbersome and exclusionary: a separate form has to be filled, signed and submitted 

for each of the three instalments, along with a copy of the applicant‘s mother-child protection card, her Aadhaar 

card, her husband‘s Aadhaar card, and the details of a bank account linked to her Aadhaar number 

 The compulsory linking of the applicant‘s bank account with Aadhaar often causes problems  
 

Way forward: 

 There is an urgent need for better implementation as well as for compliance of the scheme with the NFSA 

 Maternity benefits should be raised to ₹6,000 per child at least, for all pregnancies and not just the first living 

child 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SBI SELLS OVER RS 400 CR. ELECTORAL BONDS 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

Context: 

 More than Rs 400 crore worth of electoral bonds were sold by the State Bank of India (SBI) in the 10-day window 

of October 

  A sharp rise from the Rs 32 crore worth of bonds sold in the July tranche, according to data the bank released under 

the Right to Information. 
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More about the news: 

 The RTI data, released in response to queries by Factly, also shows that there is next-to-no demand for electoral 

bonds of smaller denominations and the majority of the bonds sold were in the highest denomination of  Rs 1 crore. 

 The data from all five tranches shows that barely any electoral bonds were sold in the smaller denominations of Rs 

1,000, Rs 10,000, and Rs 1 lakh.  

 For example, in the March and April tranches, a total of just 17 bonds (2.2% of the total) were sold in the 

Rs 1,000 denomination, and none was sold in the Rs 10,000 denomination. 

 In contrast, 450 bonds were sold in the Rs 10 lakh denomination (58.6% of the total) and 291 in the Rs 1 

crore denomination (37.9% of the total). 
 

 The electoral bond data assumes significance against the backdrop of the Assembly elections in Rajasthan, Madhya 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Mizoram. 

 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electoral Bond: 

 The electoral bonds scheme was announced in Union Budget 2017 with an aim for increasing 

transparency in political funding. 

 It makes India first country in the world to have such unique bonds for electoral funding. 

 These bonds are bearer instrument in nature of promissory note and interest-free banking 

instrument. 

 It aims at rooting out current system of largely anonymous cash donations made to political 

parties which lead to generation of black money in the economy. 

 These electoral bonds can be bought for any value in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 

lakh, Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore after fulfilling all existing Know Your Customer (KYC) norms 

and making payments from bank account. 

 It will not carry name of payee. 

 The bond deposited by any eligible political party to its account shall be credited on the same 

day. 

 No payment shall be made to any payee political party if bond is deposited after expiry of 

validity period. 

 Eligible political parties can encash electoral bonds only through their bank accounts. 

 Electoral Bonds may be purchased by only citizen of India. 

 An individual can buy Electoral Bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals. 

 Electoral Bonds are valid for fifteen calendar days from the date of issue. 

 Only registered political parties, that have secured not less than 1% of votes polled in last 

election of Lok Sabha or legislative assembly of state, will be eligible to receive electoral 

bonds. 

 The cash donation has been capped at Rs. 2000 and beyond that donations are via electoral 

bonds. 
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Bengal House clears Bill to give land rights to enclave dwellers 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The West Bengal Assembly on Monday unanimously passed West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Bill, 2018. 

 Calling this a historical move, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said that 922 residents of erstwhile Bangladeshi 

enclaves have opted for Indian citizenship. 
 

West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Bill, 2018: 

 The Bill seeks  to give land rights to enclave dwellers in north Bengal, ending an era of uncertain future for the 

people residing in those enclaves. 

 The Bill will help in the distribution of land-right documents to the people of the enclaves in the border district of 

Cooch Behar. 

 This would help the enclave dwellers to get full-fledged status as citizens of India, along with all civic amenities and 

citizenship rights. 

Enclave exchange Between bangladesh and India: 

 India and Bangladesh formally exchanged 162 enclaves on August 1, 2015, ending a centuries-old territorial 

anomaly and completing a process of land and population exchange that began in the 1950s. 

 

 

 

 

 In the exchange of enclaves, India will transfer 111 enclaves with a total area of 17,160.63 acres to Bangladesh, 

while Bangladesh would transfer 51 enclaves with an area of 7,110.02 acres to India.  

o While on paper, the exchange of enclaves between India and Bangladesh may seem like a loss of Indian land 

to Bangladesh, the actual scenario is quite different as the enclaves are located deep inside the territory of 

both countries and there has been no physical access to them from either country. 

 The inhabitants of the enclaves were given the right to remain on the territories as nationals of the State to which the 

territories were transferred. As with the territories on adverse possession, the transfer of the enclaves is a legal (de 

jure) recognition by both India and Bangladesh of the de facto situation on the ground.  

 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Enclave: 

An enclave is the fragmented territory of one sovereign power located inside another sovereign 

territory.  



 

UPSC 2018 November Current Affairs  

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

NAIDU LAUNCHES ‗BHUDHAAR‘ IN A.P. 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
 

Context: 

 Andhra Pradesh launches ‗Bhudaar‘ portal to make land records accessible to people with unique identification 

numbers just like Aadhar number. 

 The Chief Minister also launched Bhudaar security policy to provide security to the land records of farmers. 
 

Bhudhaar: 

 The ―Bhudaar‘‘ is an 11-digit unique identification code assigned to each agriculture land holding and rural and 

urban properties in the state. 

 The Bhudaar card by the land owner or property owner can be generated from Bhuseva web portal. 

 Two types of Bhudaar cards are available including e-Bhudaar an M-Bhudaar. 

 Temporary Bhudaar numbers are issued to lands under dispute or litigation or in the process of re-registration. 

 The unique ID for permanent Bhudaar will start with 28 and if it is a government land, 28 is followed by 00. 

 A total number of 3,56,27,793 land holdings in the state will come under Bhudaar including revenue and agricultural 

land holdings, Panchayat Raj rural and rural properties and municipal administration and urban properties.  
 

Bhuseva: 

 Bhuseva portal will provide information related to all transactions of a particular land or property in a single source. 

 The history of transactions will be available initially for the last 12 years then for the last 15 years which is authentic 

information which is authorised by the competent authority and will be available at wwwbhuseva.ap.gov.in. 

 All the 8 departments dealing with land records are integrating their services related to land under the core platform 

called Bhuseva. 

 Departments Dealing with land records: Revenue, Panchayat Raj, Municipal Administration, Registration, 

Survey and Settlement, Forest, Endowments and Wakf. 
 

Advantages: 

 The integration of verified and updated land records will end litigation and corruption in land records and prevent 

tampering. 

 Transparency in maintaining land records. 

 Newly launched Bhudhaar portal will Make the Revenue Department corruption-free 

 By this new initiative, the land records will be available to people on the lines of Aadhar card enabling the people to 

carry their land records in their pocket. 

 It will put an end to the inconvenience people face as they have to make numerous rounds to revenue offices to 

check their land records. 

 People  can get the details within minutes through their mobile phones.  
Source:- The Hindu 
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SC WILL DIRECT STATES TO IMPLEMENT DRAFT WITNESS PROTECTION 

SCHEME 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court of India on November 19, 2018 said that it would direct all the states to implement the draft 

witness protection scheme framed by the Centre in consultation with the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).  

 The SC bench comprising Justices AK Sikri and S Abdul Nazeer took the decision in response to the plea made by 

Attorney General KK Venugopal that the draft scheme, which has now been finalised, would be made into a law in due 

course, but till then the court should direct the states to start implementing it. 
 

More about the News: 

 The issue of the witness protection scheme had cropped up earlier when the top court was hearing a public interest 

litigation (PIL) seeking protection for witnesses in rape cases involving self-styled preacher Asaram Bapu. 

 During the hearing on November 19, advocate Gaurav Agrawal, assisting the court as an amicus curiae in the matter, 

told the bench that the government has finalised the draft witness protection scheme in consultation with NALSA, 

based on the inputs received from a majority of the states. 

 The advocate stated that the scheme has three categories of witnesses based on the threat perception, and suggested 

that the states should start enforcing it. 

 The petitioners, who are witnesses in cases related to Asaram, had sought a probe into the instances of alleged attacks 

and disappearances of witnesses in these cases. 

 The top court had in March 2017 questioned Haryana and Uttar Pradesh over the status of implementation of witness 

protection schemes till then and had directed them to provide security cover to witnesses in rape cases against 

Asaram, who is currently in jail. 

Witness protection scheme - 2018: 

Objective: 

 To ensure that the investigation, prosecution and trial of criminal offences is not prejudiced because witnesses are 

intimidated or frightened to give evidence without protection from violent or other criminal recrimination 

  To promote law enforcement by facilitating the protection of persons who are involved directly or indirectly in 

providing assistance to criminal law enforcement agencies and overall administration of Justice. 

 Witnesses need to be given the confidence to come forward to assist law enforcement and Judicial Authorities with 

full assurance of safety. 

  To identify series of measures that may be adopted to safeguard witnesses and their family members from 

intimidation and threats against their lives, reputation and property.  

Need: 

 Organised crime has seen a huge jump in recent years and is becoming stronger and more diverse. 

 In the investigation and prosecution of crime, particularly the more serious and complex forms of organised crime, it 

is essential that witnesses, the cornerstones for successful investigation and prosecution, have trust in the criminal 

justice system. 

 Witnesses need to have the confidence to come forward to assist law enforcement and prosecutorial authorities. They 

need to be assured that they will receive support and protection from intimidation and the harm that criminal groups 

may seek to inflict upon them in attempts to discourage or punish them from co-operating. 

 Hence, legislative measures to emphasise prohibition against tampering of witnesses have become the imminent and 

inevitable need of the day. 

 Even the Law Commission of India has recommended that witnesses should be protected from the wrath of the 

accused in any eventuality. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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‗LITERACY LEVELS IN RURAL INDIA SUFFER FROM MIGRATION OF FAMILIES‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

Recently, UNESCO released the Global Education Monitoring Report - 2019. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Literacy levels in rural households of India dip with seasonal migration, the UNESCO global education monitoring 

report 2019 has observed while bringing out the educational challenges thrown up by migration. 

 In India, 10.7 million children aged 6 to 14 lived in rural households with a seasonal migrant in 2013. 
 

 

 About 28% of youth aged 15 to 19 in these households were illiterate or had not completed primary school, 

compared to 18% of the cohort overall says the report. 

 About 80% of seasonal migrant children in seven cities lacked access to education near work sites, and 40% are 

likely to end up in work rather than education, experiencing abuse and exploitation. 

 Inter-State migration rates have doubled between 2001 and 2011. ―An estimated 9 million migrated between States 

annually from 2011 to 2016 

 It also warns of the negative impact on education for children who are left behind as their parents migrate: ―Test 

scores were lower among left-behind children aged 5 to 8.‖ 

 
 
 

 
 

Construction Sector: 

 The report says that the construction sector absorbs the majority of short-term migrants.  

 A survey in Punjab State of 3,000 brick kiln workers in 2015-16 found that 60% were inter-State migrants.  

 Between 65% and 80% of all children aged 5 to 14 living at the kilns worked there 7 to 9 hours per day.  

 About 77% of kiln workers reported lack of access to early childhood or primary education for their children. 
 

Steps taken to Address the issue: 

 The report, however, acknowledges that India has taken steps to address the issue. 

 The Right to Education Act in 2009 made it mandatory for local authorities to admit migrant children.  

 National-level guidelines were issued, allowing for flexible admission of children, providing transport and 

volunteers to support with mobile education, create seasonal hostels and aiming to improve coordination between 

sending and receiving districts and states. 

 States Initiatives: 

 some State governments have also taken steps for migrant children‘s education.  

 Report, observes that most interventions are focused on keeping children in home communities instead of 

actively addressing the challenges faced by those who are already on the move. 

 Failed Initiative: 

 The report also talks of a failed initiative in Rajasthan 
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 A pilot programme used on brick kiln sites from 2010-2011 in Rajasthan to track the progress of out-of-

school children did not improve learning in any substantial way.  

 Teachers on the sites cited culture, language, lifestyle, cleanliness and clothing as major barriers between 

them and the kiln labour community.  

 Teacher and student absenteeism were rampant. 

 The report shows there is only one urban planner for every 1,00,000 people in India, while there are 38 for every 1, 

00,000 in the United Kingdom. 

 The report sees the growth of slums and informal settlements where schools are often scarce due to migration as a 

challenge. 

 18% of the students displaced by a riverfront project in Ahmedabad dropped out and an additional 11% had lower 

attendance. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GLOBAL FIGHT ON MALARIA STALLED: WHO 
GS PAPER - 02  GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

Recently, World Health Organisation released World malaria report 2018 
 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 The Report shows that after an unprecedented period of success in global malaria control, progress has stalled. 

Data from 2015–2017 highlight that no significant progress in reducing global malaria cases was made in this 

period. 

 WHO report showed that the number of malaria cases climbed to 219 million last year, two million higher than 

2016, while international funding has declined. 

 Malaria, occurs in 91 countries but about 90% of the cases and deaths are in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Most malaria cases reported last year were in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Ghana, India, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda. 

 Foreign funding to some of the most affected countries has declined, in certain instances by more than 

20 percent for every individual at risk of contracting the disease. 

 A considerable proportion of people at risk of infection are not being protected, including pregnant 

women and children in Africa 
  

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

AHEAD ON MALARIA  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Introduction: 

 India has suffered from a major burden of malaria for decades, with high levels of morbidity and death.  

 The World Malaria Report 2018 of the World Health Organisation notes that India‘s record offers great promise in 

the quest to cut the number of new cases and deaths globally by at least 40% by 2020, and to end the epidemic by 

2030. 

 The declining trend of the scourge shows that sustained public health action can achieve good results. 

A state Odisha - Bright Spot 

 A lot of that optimism has to do with the progress made by Odisha, one of the most endemic States. 

 Investments made in the State of Odisha in recruiting accredited social health workers and large-scale distribution 

of insecticide-treated bednets, together with strategies to encourage health-seeking behaviour, appear to have paid 

off. 
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 The WHO report highlights a sharp drop in the number of cases in the State. 

 The reduction in cases by half in 2017 compared to the same study period in 2016 appears to reinforce research 

findings: 

o malaria cases in Odisha have been coming down steadily since 2003, with a marked reduction since 2008, 

attributed to greater political and administrative commitment.  
 

Steps To be taken: 

 To cut the transmission of the disease further  in the northeastern States and elsewhere, this Positive trend should 

encourage. 

 Where allocations have been reduced, they should be reversed. 

 One issue that requires monitoring in India is resistance to combination therapy using artemisinin 

 Recent reports indicate that some patients in West Bengal became resistant to the treatment protocol used for the 

falciparum parasite, which causes debilitating cerebral malaria and leads to a high number of deaths 
 
 

Way forward: 

 Eliminating malaria requires an integrated approach, and this should involve Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and West 

Bengal, which have a higher burden of the disease. 

 Odisha‘s experience with using public health education as a tool and reaching out to remote populations with advice 

needs to be replicated 

 Given that emerging resistance to treatment has been reported in Myanmar, among other countries in this belt, there 

is a need for a coordinated approach to rid southern Asia of malaria 
Source:- The Hindu 

 ‗CASES UNDER SC/ST ACT NOT FALSE‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The high rate of acquittals seen under the Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989 

is not because the cases are false or malafide. It is because of the failure of the police and the prosecution to render 

justice to a section of society which has suffered social stigma, poverty and humiliation for centuries, the Centre told 

the Supreme Court. 

 The government was explaining its decision to enact the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

Atrocities) Amendment Act, 2018. 
 

 

Background: 

 On March 20, 2018 the Supreme Court issued a slew of guidelines to protect people against arbitrary arrests under 

the Act, directing that public servants could be arrested only with the written permission of their appointing 

authority, while in the case of private employees, the Senior Superintendent of Police concerned should allow it. 

 A preliminary inquiry should be conducted before the FIR was registered to check if the case fell within the ambit of 

the Act, and whether it was frivolous or motivated, the court ruled. 

 The ruling was greeted by a storm of protest from Dalit groups, which said the order diluted the law. However, the 

court refused to stay its ruling, leading to the demand from Dalit groups that the government introduce an ordinance 

or an Amendment Bill to restore the provisions. 
 

SC/ST Act 1989: 

 The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 – also known as the SC/ST Act, the 

Prevention of Atrocities Act, or simply the Atrocities Act – is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to prevent 

atrocities against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
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 According to the SC/ST Act, the protection is provided from social disabilities such as denial of access to certain 

places and to use customary passage, personal atrocities like forceful drinking or eating of inedible food sexual 

exploitation, injury etc, atrocities affecting properties, malicious prosecution, political disabilities and economic 

exploitation. 

 For speedy trial, Section 14 of the SC/ST Act provides for a Court of Session to be a Special Court to try offences 

under this Act in each district. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

INSTITUTION‘S INNOVATION COUNCIL (IIC) 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Union HRD Minister Shri Prakash Javadekar through video conferencing launched the ‗Institution‘s Innovation 

Council (IIC)‘ program under Innovation cell of MHRD in New Delhi. 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development has established an ―Innovation cell‖ at AICTE with a purpose to 

systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the country. 
 

Institution‘s Innovation Council (IIC): 

 It is a significant step in institutionalizing innovation and developing a scientific temperament in the country. 

 The purpose of formation of network of Institution‘s Innovation Councils (IICs) is to encourage, inspire and nurture 

young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their formative 

years. 

 More than 1000 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have already formed IICs in their campuses and enrolled for 

the IIC network managed by MHRD‘s Innovation cell to promote innovation through multitudinous modes leading 

to an innovation promotion eco-system in their campuses. 
Source:- PIB 

ALLIED AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS BILL, 2018 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Allied and Healthcare Professions 

Bill, 2018 for regulation and standardisation of education and services by allied and healthcare professionals. 

 The Bill provides for setting up of an Allied and Healthcare Council of India and corresponding State Allied and 

Healthcare Councils which will play the role of a standard-setter and facilitator for professions of Allied and 

Healthcare. 

Highlights of bill: 

 Establishment of a Central and corresponding State Allied and Healthcare Councils; 15 major professional categories 

including 53 professions in Allied and Healthcare streams. 

 Professional Advisory Bodies under Central and State Councils will examine issues independently and provide 

recommendations relating to specific recognised categories. 

 The Bill will also have an overriding effect on any other existing law for any of the covered professions. 

 The State Council will undertake recognition of allied and healthcare institutions. 

 Offences and Penalties clause have been included in the Bill to check malpractices. 

 The Bill also empowers the Central and State Governments to make rules. 

 Central Govt. also has the power to issue directions to the Council, to make regulations and to add or amend the 

schedule. 
 

Composition of members: 

 The Central Council will comprise 47 members, of which 14 members shall be ex-officio representing diverse and 

related roles and functions and remaining 33 shall be non-ex-officio members who mainly represent the 

15professional categories. 
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 The State Councils are also envisioned to mirror the Central Council, comprising 7 ex-officio and 21 non-ex officio 

members and Chairperson to be elected from amongst the non-ex officio members. 
 

Impacts: 

 Bring all existing allied and healthcare professionals on board during the first few of years from the date of 

establishment of the Council. 

 Opportunity to create qualified, highly skilled and competent jobs in healthcare by enabling professionalism of the 

allied and healthcare workforce. 

 High quality, multi-disciplinary care in line with the vision of Ayushman Bharat, moving away from a ‗doctor led‘ 

model to a ‗care accessible and team-based‘ model. 

 Opportunity to cater to the global demand (shortage) of healthcare workforce which is projected to be about 15 

million by the year 2030, as per the WHO Global Workforce, 2030 report. 
Source:- PIB 

 

DO YOU VIEW UNDERTRIAL PRISONERS AS HUMANS? 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment 

of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court asked the government on Thursday whether it viewed undertrial prisoners and children who 

suffered primeval conditions in jails and observation homes as ―human beings.‖ 

 Undertrial prisoners accounted for 62% of India‘s prison population, against the world average of 18-20%, the 

court said. The statistic raised questions about the humaneness of our system, it said. 
 

 

Reason for increasing number of Undertrials: 

 Population-judge ratio is extremely low in India, which is only 12 judge per million of population (in USA its 1100 

per million and in China 190 per million); this leads to huge pendency of cases with undertrials being incarcerated 

in jails without even a fair chance of trial. 

 Investigation and trial process is often delayed by police and prosecution functionaries. A major reason for this 

delay is low ‗Police- Population‘ ratio. Moreover, alleged corruption in police forces often lead to delays and 

unnecessary arrests. 

 Inadequate Prosecution system: The Delhi High Court, in a March 2014 order observed, ―One of the predominant 

causes for delay in disposal of criminal case is due to shortage of public prosecutors‖. 

 A large number of Undertrials are poor, illiterate, belonging to the marginalized communities. Given this, most 

undertrials require public defender and legal aid to secure bail. However, there is a dire crunch of legal 

representatives for the under trials. 

 The Law Commission in its 268th report has highlighted the fact that the rich and the affluent get bail with ease. 

However, poverty becomes the reason for incarceration of many prisoners, as they are unable to afford bail bonds 

or provide sureties. 
Source:- The hindu 

 

 

SHOCKED SC TERMS STATE OF FORENSIC LABS AS ‗UTTER CHAOS‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 A Ministry of Home Affairs document in the Supreme Court on Thursday shows that vacancies in the country‘s 

forensic labs are alarmingly high. 

 As cases pile up in trial courts and undertrial prisoners languish in jails. 
 

Vacancy: 

 The document of November 20 shows that 164 posts out of total 450 in the six Central Forensic Science 

Laboratories (CFSLs) under the Directorate of Forensic Science Services are lying vacant. 
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o These labs are located in Bhopal, Chandigarh, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Pune. 

o Central Bureau of Investigation‘s only CFSL has 87 vacancies out 184 total sanctioned posts. 

 Vacancies in state‘s: 40% of the total 7,582 sanctioned posts in the 31 forensic labs across various States are 

vacant. This makes it 3,685 vacancies in States‘ FSLs. 

o In Uttar Pradesh‘s single State Forensic Science Laboratory (SFSL), of 1,132 sanctioned posts, 830 are 

vacant. Bihar‘s SFSL has 126 vacancies out of a total sanctioned strength of 191 posts, while Tamil Nadu‘s 

lab has 124 vacancies out of a total sanctioned strength of 496. In Delhi, there are 78 vacancies out of 318 

sanctioned posts. 
Source:- The hindu 

 

PIL PLEA AGAINST EVMS DECLINED 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on 22 November declined to entertain a public interest litigation petition seeking a judicial order 

for the exclusive use of ballot papers instead of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) in the Assembly and Lok Sabha 

elections. 
 

Petitioner contention: 

 The petition, filed by Delhi-based society Nyaya Bhoomi, referred to news reports about 17 political parties passing a 

resolution requesting the Election Commission to use ballot papers for the 2019 general elections. 

 It said: ―In wake of widespread controversy and distrust against the EVMs among the voters (and the resolution by 17 

parties), the legitimacy of the elected officials in the eyes of the public through EVM is hard to establish. 

 Appearing for the petitioner, Advocate A D N Rao said there had been doubts raised on the working of EVMs. 
 

 

Bench verdict: 

 A Bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justices K.M. Joseph and M.R. Shah did not accept the contention raised 

by NGO ‗Nyay Bhoomi‘ that EVMs were capable of being misused and they should not be used in the polls to ensure 

free and fair elections. 

 In Response to PIL, the bench said, Every system and machine is capable to be used and misused. Doubts will be 

everywhere. 

Background: 

 The controversy around the use of EVMs erupted immediately after the Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 

Goa, Uttarakhand and Manipur in early 2017. 

 Since then, the EC has taken steps to allay fears of tampering.  

o In June 2017, it threw a challenge to all parties to prove their allegations, but no one came forward.  

o The next set of state elections last year, in Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat, were completely covered with 

VVPAT units, and the EC has promised to hold all future elections this way. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

INDIA TO STUDY DRUGS DERIVED FROM MARIJUANA 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 
 

Context: 

Research to develop cost-effective cannabis based drugs for treatment of cancer, epilepsy and sickle cell anaemia is being 

conducted by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research - Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (CSIR - IIIM) in 

collaboration with Bombay Hemp Company (BOHECO). 
 
 

Background: 

 Jammu has recently been granted license for cultivation of ―Cannabis‖ for medical research and drug development. 

o To conduct study to explore its potential clinical benefits. 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 November Current Affairs  

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 Cannabis based formulations which have been approved in other countries are being imported for fast tracking 

clinical approvals in India and also trials on animals are being conducted as of now. 
 
 

Cannabis-based medicinal drugs: 

 The strains of marijuana will also be tested for as ―bio-equivalent‖e., similar in make-up and effect, to marijuana-

derived drugs already approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA). 

 India‘s move towards clinical trials of cannabis derivatives comes amid growing evidence of the safety and efficacy 

of medicinal cannabis in the treatment of cancer, multiple sclerosis and a rare but severe form of epilepsy. 

 To conduct research on ―Medical Marijuana‖ drugs, IIIM has tied up with Tata Memorial Hospital 

o Whereas tests for the epilepsy drug will be conducted in New Delhi‘s AIIMS. 
 

Medical qualities: 

 There has been no rigorous scientific testing of the medicinal properties of cannabis due to restrictive laws. 

 There is considerable evidence though, supporting its use in the treatment of chemotherapy induced nausea and 

vomiting, neuropathic pain, and multiple sclerosis. 

 Lower levels of evidence support its use for AIDS, wasting syndrome, epilepsy, rheumatoid arthritis, and glaucoma. 
 

 

Significance: 

 The studies into the therapeutic potential of marijuana is part of a larger governmental thrust to making new drugs 

derived from herbs and plants that find mention in Ayurvedic and other traditional-medicine knowledge systems. 
 

 

Restricted cultivation: 

 The possession, use, and sale of cannabis are illegal in most countries as a result of an agreement in the 

‗International Opium Convention‘ (1925). 

 The 1985 Narcotic Drugs and Psychoactive Substances Act bans commercial cultivation of cannabis. 

 Marijuana (or hemp), more formally parts of the cannabis super-family, is illegal for commercial cultivation 

though it grows as weed in several parts of the country. Uttarakhand, Jammu and — as of this month Uttar Pradesh 

— have allowed restricted cultivation of the plant for medical research. 
 

 

Marijuana: 

 Marijuana is a psychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant used for medical, recreational & religious purposes. 

 Cannabis can be used by smoking, vaporization, within food, or as an extract. 

 It creates mental and physical effects, such as a ―high‖ or ―stoned‖ feeling, a general change in perception, and 

an increase in appetite. 

 Short term side effects may include a decrease in short-term memory, dry mouth, impaired motor skills, red eyes, 

and feelings of paranoia or anxiety. 

 

 Long term side effects may include addiction, decreased mental ability and behavioural problems in children 

whose mothers used cannabis during pregnancy. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 
 

 

 

STATUTE IN BRAILLE TO MARK CONSTITUTION DAY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 
 

 

Context: 
The Constitution will be made available in Braille for the first time ahead of the Constitution Day on November 26. 

More about the News: 

 The project to make Constitution available in Braille script will be jointly undertaken by The Buddhist Association 

for the blind along with Saavi Foundation and Swagat Thorat, who started India‘s first Braille newsletter 

Sparshdnyan. 

 The Constitution will be made available in five parts in Braille for the benefit of visually challenged individuals. 
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 As a book in Braille script cannot cross more than 150 pages due to its limitations, so the constitution will be 

published in five parts and the first of it will be published on November 25. 

 The next part of the series will be released after two months. 

 The booklets shall also be published in Braille along with this. 

 These will have explanations about the Schedules of the constitution, additional information which can be of help of 

UPSC aspirants and lawyers from the blind community. 
 

 

 

Background: 

 The Buddhist Association for the Blind had first published Buddhavandana in Braille script.  

 While working among the blind population, it was realised that they cannot read the Indian Constitution which 

gives equal right to every Indian.so it was decided to bring out the statute in Braille script. 
Source:- The Hindu 

CARRYING PHYSICAL DRIVING LICENCE NOT MANDATORY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE- Important aspects of governance, e-governance- applications, models, successes, 

limitations, and potential 
 

Context: 

 Vehicle owners will no longer need to carry physical copies of driving licence (DL) and registration certificate (RC) 

as the government has officially amended a rule allowing citizens to carry electronic copies of these documents. 
 

Electronic version of Documents: 

 The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has said the new provision has been amended under section 

139 of the Central Motor Vehicles Act of 1989,  

o Allowing vehicle owners across the country to use electronic versions of their driving licence and 

registration certificate. 

  The initiative has also been taken to reduce the administrative overhead of government departments by minimising 

the use of paper. 

 The law also reiterates that all required copies of vehicle registration, insurance, driving licence, pollution under 

control certificates, etc, need to be shown, either in physical or electronic form when sought by an officer 

concerned.   

 That makes it mandatory for authorities to accept the digital version of your driving licence and other vehicle-

related documents. 
 

Digi Locker: 

 Vehicle owners will now be able to store their driving licenses digitally on their smartphones or on applications 

like Digilocker digital locker operated by the central for storing official documents. 

o However, a normal scanned copy of these documents will not be valid. 

 DigiLocker is a platform for issuance and verification of documents and certificates in a digital way. 

 It eliminates the use of physical documents. 

  The app can be downloaded from Google Play Store or App Store. 

  DigiLocker issues e-documents to individuals in a standard format and makes them electronically available, 

including CBSE, Registrar Office, Income Tax department, etc.  

 With DigiLocker, it is easier to validate the authenticity of documents as they are issued directly by the registered 

issuers. 

 People can even sign the self-uploaded documents using the e-Sign facility in the app. 
Source:- Indian Express 
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MULTIPLE REASONS BEHIND PREMATURE BIRTHS IN INDIA 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

A recent study that analysed nearly 8,000 women in India who gave birth between 2004 and 2005 and 2011 and 2012 (India 

Human Development Survey) has pointed out that there is a strong association between adverse birth outcomes and 

sanitation access, gender-based harassment and physical labour. 
 

 

Highlights of the Study: 

 About 14.9% and 15.5% of the study group experienced preterm birth and low infant birth weight respectively. 

 The researchers found that spending more than two hours per day fetching water was associated with low birth weight 

while open defecation or sharing latrine within the building was associated with greater chances of low birth weight or 

preterm birth. 

 Another shocking find of the study was that harassment of women and girls in the community was also associated 

with both preterm birth and low infant birth weight. 

 Though there were limitations due to self-reported behaviours and small sample size, the study was able contribute to 

the limited evidence related to sanitation infrastructure and other social factors that play a role in preterm birth and 

low infant birth weight. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

HIV INFECTED CHILDREN LIKELY TO SUFFER COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT: 

STUDY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 

 
 

Context: 
According to a study in the online journal NeuroImage Clinical, HIV-infected children have lower neuropsychological test 

scores thus reflecting reduced memory span, attention deficit and decreased visual-motor coordination among other 

conditions. 
 

Highlights of the study: 

 significant fluctuations are seen in regions of the brain that are associated with auditory, language, sensory and motor 

functional networks of HIV infected children. 

 Decline of mental processes has been commonly observed in HIV infected adults. 

 The common condition  seen in adult patients is dementia, which broadly refers to a decline in memory or thinking 

skills and encephalopathy, a condition that affects the structure or function of the brain. 
 

More about the news: 

 The study concluded that all HIV infected children had lower neuropsychological test scores as compared to the 

control group. 
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 The HIV infected children in the study were also found to have significantly decreased Amplitude of Low Frequency 

Fluctuations (ALFF) and Functional connectivity (FC) in multiple brain regions that are related to cognition. 

Way forward: 

 According to the doctors, such studies highlight the need for a holistic approach to HIV programmes. The emphasis 

should not only be on medication, but also nutritional, psychological and neurodevelopmental support. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

WEST BENGAL HIKES FINE FOR THROWING WASTE IN PUBLIC PLACES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health,Education, Human Resources. 

 

 
 

Context: 

 The West Bengal Assembly on Monday passed West Bengal Municipal (Second Amendment) Bill, 2018 
 

Highlights of The Bill: 

 New bill which empowers municipalities in the state to charge a fine of maximum Rs one lakh if the residents fail to 

comply with the measures for prevention of mosquito breeding and spreading of vector borne diseases. 

 The Bill also has provision which increases the fine for depositing and throwing solid waste in public places to 

maximum of Rs 50,000. 

 The Bill also includes opening of bank account for municipal fund into any scheduled bank within or outside the 

municipal area and a specific amount of fees for transfer of title of land or building or apartment in every municipal 

areas of the State. 

 The property tax on holdings used for running government-owned hospitals and clinics has been exempted. 

 The benefit of extending the exemption of property tax to senior citizen has been reduced from the age of 65 to 60. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

RBI EASES ECB HEDGING NORMS FOR COMPANIES 
GS PAPER - 02 - GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased hedging norms for companies that raise funds through external commercial 

borrowings (ECBs). 
 

Relaxed - ECB Norms: 

 According to a notification issued by the central bank, the mandatory hedge coverage has been reduced from 100% to 

70% under Track I of the ECB framework. 

 The relaxed norms will apply to the ECBs with a maturity period between 3 and 5 years. 

 The RBI also clarified that the ECBs raised prior to this circular would be required to mandatorily roll over their 

existing hedge only to the extent of 70% of outstanding ECB exposure. 
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Significance: 

 The move is seen as a step to support the credit market as well as resolve the differences that RBI had with the 

government on the liquidity issue. 

 Higher ECB inflows could also lead to further strengthening of the rupee. 

 The move could let Corporate India, especially the larger companies and banks, raise foreign debt under more 

competitive terms, in turn making available more domestic bank capital for small and medium businesses. 

 It would also enable stronger banks to address the refinancing needs of NBFCs. 
Source:- Financial Express 

 

 

‗MISSION RAKSHA GYAN SHAKTI‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 
The Union Defence Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman on November 27, 2018 formally launched ‗Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti‘ 

in New Delhi. 
 

Mission Raksha GyanShakti: 

 Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti has been instituted by the Department of Defence Production as a part of the ongoing 

initiatives to enhance self-reliance in defence. 

 The mission aims to provide a boost to the IPR culture in indigenous defence industry. 

 The Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) has been entrusted with the responsibility of coordinating and 

implementing the programme. 

 The end objective of the programme is to inculcate IP culture in Indian defence manufacturing ecosystem. 
Source:- PIB 

CWC GIVES NOD FOR FEASIBILITY REPORT ON MEKEDATU PROJECT 
GS PAPER - 02 Governance - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Central Water Commission (CWC) has accepted the pre-feasibility report (PFR) of the project and allowed 

Cauvery Neeravari Nigam, Bengaluru, to go ahead and prepare the detailed project report (DPR).  
 

Background: 

 While it was conceived in 2013, the State Cabinet, had in February 2017, decided to implement the project that 

involves building of a balancing reservoir across the Cauvery near Kanakapura in Ramanagaram district. 

 The project, however, ran into a controversy after Tamil Nadu opposed it on the grounds that it violated the 

Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal award. 

 In the letter, Mukherjee said Mekedatu dam PFR under examination was mainly for implementing  
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More about the News: 

 The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) award as modified by the Supreme Court on February 18, 2018, 

without any irrigation component, hence Guidelines for Submission, Appraisal and Acceptance of Irrigation and 

Multipurpose projects, 2017, are not applicable. 

 Mekedatu multi-purpose project across the Cauvery that envisages supplying drinking water to Bengaluru and 

Ramanagaram districts, besides generation of power. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

TAKING VERMA OFF HIS DUTIES NOT A TRANSFER, SAYS CENTRE 
GS PAPER- 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The government on Thursday argued that the mid-tenure divestment of Alok Kumar Verma from the functions and 

duties of CBI Director on October 23 does not amount to a ―transfer.‖ 
 

Divestment was ―far worse‖ than a transfer.: 

 Challenging the government's decision, Verma's counsel and senior advocate Fali S Nariman said the CBI Director 

was appointed on February 1, 2017 and "the position of law is that there will be a fixed tenure of two years and 

this gentleman cannot be even transferred". 

 Making his submission before the bench, Nariman said there was no basis for the Central Vigilance Commission to 

pass an order recommending that Verma be sent on leave. 

 He also added, There has to be strict interpretation of the Vineet Narain judgment. This is not the transfer and 

Verma has been denuded of his power and duties...otherwise there was no use of the Narain judgement and the 

law. 

 

 

 Nariman referred to the terms and conditions of appointment and removal of the CBI director and concerned 

provisions of the Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946. 

 CBI Director and the appointment of M. Nageshwar Rao as acting CBI chief could not have been done by 

the CVC and the government without first obtaining the recommendation of the committee. 
 

 

Government argument: 

 Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal countered arguments raised by Mr. Verma that the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act, 1946, required the government to get prior approval of the selection committee led by the Prime 

Minister before ―transferring‖ or withdrawing work from the CBI Director. 

 Venugopal said there is nothing to back Mr. Verma‘s claim that he has been ―transferred.‖ ―There is no change in 

his status, he continues to get the perquisites of his office, the same official residence, same staff and car. All is 

intact. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vineet Narain judgment 1997: 

 The Vineet Narain decision, delivered by the apex court in 1997, relates to the investigation of 

allegations of corruption against high-ranking public officials in India. 

 Before 1997, the tenure of the CBI directors was not fixed and they could be removed by the 

government in any manner.  

 But the apex court in the Vineet Narain judgment fixed a tenure of a minimum of two years for 

the CBI director to allow the officer to work with independence. 
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SC orders public hearing on Polavaram 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation. 

 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday ordered the Centre to hold a public hearing with the people affected by the 

Polavaram dam project in Odisha and Chhattisgarh, saying in a democracy the citizens had ―a right to know what is 

happening‖. 

 A Bench led by Justice Madan B. Lokur categorically said the dam project could not be taken forward without first 

holding the public hearing. 
 

More about the News: 

 Appearing for the petitioner NGO, RELA, senior advocate Jayant Bhushan and advocate Sravan Kumar submitted 

that the dam design had been changed and new components had been added, thus requiring a new environmental 

clearance. 

 Primary among the questions being considered by the Bench is whether the dam project and its design, as approved 

by the Central Water Commission, is in consonance with the Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal (GWDT) award of 

1980. 

 While hearing the Case,SC noted that public hearing has not taken place in the States of Chhattisgarh and Odisha, 

despite changes in the Polavaram Project.  

o  The bench categorically  said, the project will only move forward after the public hearings are held. 

 SC also Directed the center, the terms and conditions of the public hearing as well as the parameters should be 

stated on affidavit to be filed by 1st December, 2018. 

 Center in response to the SC, said  it was ready to appoint an independent agency to conduct public hearing in the 

above 2 states. 
 

Polavaram Project 

 Polavaram irrigation project is a multipurpose irrigation project across Godavari River in West Godavari 

district with its reservoirs spreading across states of Chhattisgarh and Orissa as well. 

 It is a national project which implies that its implementation is monitored by the Central Water Commission. 

The project is slated to be complete by 2019. 

 The project endeavours to develop irrigation, drinking water facilities and hydropower to regions of East 

Godavari, Vishakhapatnam, Krishna and West Godavari districts of Andhra Pradesh. 
 

Source:- Down to Earth 
 

MAHARASHTRA ASSEMBLY APPROVES 16% QUOTA FOR MARATHAS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Maharashtra Assembly Thursday unanimously passed a legislation granting 16 per cent reservation to the Maratha 

community under the socially and educationally backward category. 

 The Bill was tabled along with an Action Taken Report (ATR) on Maharashtra State Backward Class Commission‘s 

(MSBCC) recommendations in the Assembly. 
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MSBCC Recommendations: 

 The Marathas constitute 30 percent of the state population. 

 The Maratha Class of citizens has inadequate representation in the services under the State and having been declared 

socially and educationally backward class of citizens 

 They are entitled to reservation benefits and advantages enshrined in the Article 15 (4) (Prohibition of discrimination 

on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth) and 16 (4) (Equality of opportunity in matters of public 

employment) of the Indian Constitution. 
 

Reservation in State: 

 With the approval of the quota, reservations in the state have surpassed the 50 per cent ceiling set by the Supreme 

Court for state governments and the Centre.  

 At present, the total reservations in the state is 52 per cent. 

  The 16 per cent reservation approved for the Marathas will take the number to 68 per cent. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

LEADERSHIP FOR ACADEMICIANS PROGRAM (LEAP) AND ANNUAL REFRESHER 

PROGRAMME IN TEACHING (ARPIT)  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 
 

Context: 
Dr. Satya Pal Singh, Minister of State, Ministry of Human Resource Development, launched two new 

initiatives;Leadership for Academicians Programme (LEAP) and Annual Refresher Programme In Teaching 

(ARPIT) today at New Delhi.  
 

More on News 

 Leadership for Academicians Programme (LEAP) is a three weeks Flagship leadership development training 

programme (2 weeks domestic and one week foreign training) for second level academic functionaries in public 

funded higher education institutions. The main objective is to prepare second tier academic heads who are potentially 

likely to assume leadership roles in the future. The programme would provide senior faculty, with high academic 

credentials, the required leadership and managerial skills including skills of problem-solving, handling stress, team 

building work, conflict management, developing communication skills, understanding and coping with the 

complexity and challenges of governance in HEIs, financial & general administration. 

 The implementation of LEAP Programme will be through 15 NIRF top ranked Indian Institutions namely, Indian 

Institute of Technology Roorkee; IIT Kanpur; NIT Trichy; Indian Institute of Science Education and Research 

(IISER) Kolkata; Jawaharlal Nehru University; IIT (BHU); University of Delhi; Indian Institute of Technology 

Bombay; TISS Mumbai; University of Hyderabad ; NIEPA, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur; Jamia Milia 

Islamia; Banaras Hindu University and AMU. 

 The foreign Universities identified for the training are also within the top 100 in the world global rankings. The 

foreign collaborating institutions are University of Michigan; NTU Singapore; Harvard University; Purdue 

University, USA ; University of Chicago; University of Pennsylvania / Stanford; Monash University; London School 

of Economics/ Oxford University; University of Cambridge and University of Virginia, USA. 

 Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT), a major and unique initiative of online professional 

development of 15 lakh higher education faculty using the MOOCs platform SWAYAM. For implementing ARPIT, 

75 discipline-specific institutions have been identified and notified as National Resource Centres (NRCs) in the first 

phase, which are tasked to prepare online training material with focus on latest developments in the discipline, new 

& emerging trends, pedagogical improvements and methodologies for transacting revised curriculum. 
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 NRCs are located in a mixed range of institutions such as, Central Universities, IISc, IUCAA, IITs, IISERs, NITs, 

State Universities under the Ministry‘s Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching 

(PMMMNMTT); UGC‘s Human Resource Development Centres (HRDCs), National Institutes for Technical 

Teachers Training (NITTTRs), IIITs and IGNOU. 

 Out of 75 institutions, already 68 have uploaded their courses and started registering the teachers. Till now, more 

than 30,000 teachers have enrolled to obtain online professional development training. Necessary regulations will 

be taken out by UGC, recognising the MOOCs based online refresher training of teachers for the CAS (Career 

Advancement Scheme). The production of MOOCs courses by the teachers is also recognised for the CAS. This is 

expected to be a major incentive for the higher education faculty to undergo training through MOOCs courses 

and also to produce MOOCs courses. 

 ARPIT will be an ongoing exercise so that every year NRCs will continuously develop new refresher module in their 

earmarked discipline each year. The training materials will be uploaded and made available through SWAYAM. 

NRC will publish the list of the faculty who have been certified. The NRCs will revolutionize professional 

development of faculty by catering to massive numbers by leveraging ICT and online technology platform of 

SWAYAM.  

                                                                                                                                                           Source:- PIB 
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

QUOTA FOR MARATHAS APPROVED 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of 

these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis on Sunday said the state government will follow the Tamil Nadu 

model to give 16% quota to Marathas as a ―social and educationally backward class. 

 Given the precedence of past legislations providing reservations by different states, the decision by the 

Maharashtra government after passing the law, is likely to be challenged before the court. 

 Granting reservations to the Marathas in Maharashtra might also catalyse similar agitations by the Jats and Patidars 

in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Gujarat.  
 
 

Background: 

 Marathas have demanded quotas for two decades, their campaign gained momentum since July 2016 following the 

Maratha Kranti Morcha taking to the street through 58 silent rallies. The second phase of the agitation saw 

violence and eight suicides across the state. 

 Maratha community had demanded 16 per cent reservation 

 

State Backward Class Commission‘s report: 

 The Marathas constitute 32 - 35% of the state population and have been, politically, a dominant class for over six 

decades. 

  According to the the State Backward Class Commission report submitted on Thursday, the percentage of 

Marathas below poverty line was 37.28 per cent, higher than the 25 per cent base;  

○ the percentage of those with small and marginal land-holdings among Marathas was 62.78 per cent, 

much higher than the base 48.25 per cent which is considered for social-economic backwardness. 

○ The grading for education (post Class X and Class XII) also showed Marathas lagged behind the national 

average literacy index.  

○ The community registered the highest number of suicides, especially in the agriculture sector.  

○ This was considered an important aspect of the socio-economic crisis in the community. 
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Social and educationally backward class: 

 Maharashtra will offer 68% quota in education and government jobs to benefit Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled 

Tribes (ST), Other Backward Classes (OBCs), other minor social groups, and the Marathas. 

 The state government had accepted the major recommendations of the State Commission for the Backward 

Classes, which submitted a favourable report on the Maratha community‘s demand on 15 November. 

 The Marathas, who account for 32-35% of the state‘s population, will be given reservation without disturbing the 

existing quota allocated to the OBCs and SC/STs. 

 The decision to classify Marathas as a separate category is an attempt to avoid legal and constitutional hurdles as 

well as conflict between Marathas and OBCs. 

 Meanwhile, the Bombay High Court will hear a petition demanding Maratha reservation on November 21. The 

Court has also asked the state govt to file a response with the state backward commission report. 
 

Problem: 

 The proposed reservation for Marathas will cross the 50% ceiling set by the Supreme Court, the commission has 

described the condition of the Maratha community as ―extraordinary and exceptional‖. 

 Even though the case of Tamil Nadu, where reservation has crossed the 50% mark, is pending in the apex court, it 

has not been struck down. 

 The total reservation in Maharashtra at the moment is 52% which exceeds the prescribed quota of 50%. 
  

How  Other state governments have reacted to Agitations demanding reservations in the past? 

 After the February 2016 violent protests in Haryana by the Jat community demanding quota in jobs and 

educational institutions which virtually brought Haryana to a halt, the Haryana Assembly had unanimously passed 

The Haryana Backward Classes (reservation in services and admission in educational institutions) Bill 2016 in 

March, 2016. 

○ However, in May 2016, a division bench of the Punjab and Haryana High Court had stayed its 

implementation after hearing a public interest litigation which said that reservation has reached around 

70 per cent. As per the Indira Sawhney judgement by the apex court, the quota limit could not exceed 

50 per cent. 

 In March 2018, the Supreme Court ordered status quo on the operation of the September 2017 High Court verdict, 

which upheld the constitutional validity of the law providing ten percent reservation to Jats and five other 

communities in Haryana, till further orders. In April again, the apex court maintained the status quo. 

 Similarly, in Rajasthan, the Supreme Court had said quota in jobs and education in the state has exceeded the 50 

per cent cap and it cannot be stretched further after the Vasundhara Raje government had promised 5 per cent 

quota to Gujjars following agitation. The government was planning to expand the reservation for OBCs from 21 

per cent to 26 per cent and give 5 per cent reservation to Gujjars and other castes. 
  

Indira Sawhney judgement : 

 In the famous mandal case (Indira Sawhney vs Union Of India in 1992) the scope and extent article 16(4), 

which provides the reservation of jobs in favour of backward classes has been examined thoroughly by supreme 

court. 

 Though the court rejected the additional reservation of 10% for porrer  section of the higher caste, It 

upheld the constitutional validity of 27% reservation for OBC with certain conditions 

 Ordered to exclude Creamy layer of other backward classes from enjoying reservation facilities. 

 Ordered to restrict reservations within 50% limit. 

 Declared separate reservations for economically poor among forward castes as invalid  

 The carry forward rule in case of unfilled vacancies in valid. But it should not violate 50% rule. 

 A permanent statutory body should be established to examine complaints of  over inclusion and under 

inclusion in the list of OBCs 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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MUJAHID WOMEN SEEK ENTRY IN ALL MOSQUES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 
Drawing inspiration from the Supreme Court verdict permitting women of all age groups into the Sabarimala temple, Kerala-

based Muslim women's right group is gearing up to approach the apex court, demanding the entry of women in all mosques 

across the state. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Muslim Girls and Women‘s Movement, popularly known as the Mujahid Girls Movement (MGM), has 

demanded that women be given entry in all mosques in Kerala. 

 A State delegate conference of the MGM, held at Randathani near Kottakkal on Sunday, said that no Islamic 

teaching prevented women from entering mosques for prayers. 

 The meeting also demanded that Muslim women be given representation in the conduct and maintenance of 

mosques and Mahal committees. 

 Women have a vital role to play in the community‘s progress, and they should not be sidelined in the name of 

tradition. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

AFFORDABLE, QUALITY MEDICINES FOR ALL 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health,Education, 

Human Resources. 

Context: 

 As per estimates of the National Pharmaceutical Pricing authority (NPPA), the country have saved around Rs. 

15,000 crores under Government‘s initiative of ensuring ‗Affordable, Quality Medicines for All‘. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers has taken the step of fixation of ceiling prices and MRPs of essential 

and lifesaving drugs, by implementing the Drug Prices Control Order (DPCO), 2013. 

o This is a big step in the direction of ensuring that no citizen suffers due to lack of affordable and good 

quality medicines in the country 

 This step has resulted in patients saving over Rs. 5,000 crores  

 These savings are in addition to approximately 10 lakh heart patients saving around Rs. 8,000 crores since 

fixation of ceiling prices of coronary stents (in February 2017, including re-fixation in February 2018)  and 

around 1.5 lakh knee patients saving about Rs. 2,000 crores since price fixation of knee implants (in August 

2017). 
 Source:- PIB 

 

 

PRIME MINISTER LAUNCHES EASE OF DOING BUSINESS GRAND CHALLENGE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Context: 

 The Prime Minister of India launched a Grand Challenge on resolving seven identified Ease of Doing Business 

problems with the use of cutting edge technologies. 

Objective: 

 The objective of this Challenge is to tap the potential of young Indians, startups and other private enterprises to 

provide solutions to complex problems using current technology. 
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Background: 

 In the World Bank's Doing Business Report (DBR, 2019) released on 31st October 2018 India has recorded a jump 

of 23 positions against its rank of 100 in 2017 to be placed at 77th rank among 190 countries assessed by the 

World Bank. 
Source:- PIB 

 

INSTITUTION‘S INNOVATION COUNCIL (IIC) 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 Union HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar launched the ‗Institution‘s Innovation Council (IIC)‘ program under 

Innovation cell of MHRD in New Delhi. 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development has established an ―Innovation cell‖ at AICTE with a purpose to 

systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the country. 
 

More about the news:   

 It is a significant step in institutionalising innovation and developing a scientific temperament in the country. 

 The purpose of formation of network of Institution‘s Innovation Councils (IICs) is to encourage, inspire and 

nurture young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their 

formative years. 

 More than 1000 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have already formed IICs in their campuses and enrolled for 

the IIC network managed by MHRD‘s Innovation cell to promote innovation through multitudinous modes leading 

to an innovation promotion eco-system in their campuses. 
 

Need of IICs: 

 Universities are the main research centers of developed countries and because of their research they are at the top 

in global innovation ranking 

 So setting up of research centers through ‗Institution‘s Innovation Council (IIC) program, India is expecting to 

improve its ranking on the Global scale. 

 In order to give boost to  educational advancement in higher education can only be achieved by encouraging best 

practices in innovation and advance research and Innovation Cell has undertaken many initiatives in this direction 

such as implementing programs like Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievement (ARIIA), Smart 

India Hackathon (SIH)- 2019, etc. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

QUADRICYCLES AS NON TRANSPORT VEHICLES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has notified the insertion of the item ‗Quadricycle‘ as a ‗non transport‘ 

vehicle under the Motor Vehicles Act 1988. 

 Quadricycles were only allowed for transport usage under the Act, but now has been made usable for non-transport 

also (Personal use). 
 

Quadricycle: 

 A Quadricycle is a vehicle of the size of a 3-wheeler but with 4 tyres and fully covered like a car. It has an engine 

like that of a 3-wheeler. This makes it a cheap and safe mode of transport for last mile connectivity. 
Source:- PIB 
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GOVERNMENT BROUGHT MOST PUBLIC AUTHORITIES UNDER RTI ACT 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

Context: 

 The government has brought most of the public authorities under the purview of the RTI act, which is in keeping 

with the commitment to ensure maximum transparency in the working of these Institutions. 

 Nearly 2,000 public authorities come under the Right to Information (RTI) Act 
 

RTI: 

 Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. 

 It is an initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 

Pensions to provide a RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens for quick search of information on the details of first 

Appellate Authorities, PIO, etc. 

Objectives of RTI: 

 To empower the citizens, promote transparency and accountability in the working of the Government, contain 

corruption, and make our democracy work for the people in real sense. 

 It is a big step towards making the citizens informed about the activities of the Government. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

INTEGRATED DISEASE SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health,Education, 

Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 Health Ministry launches a new state-of-the art Information Platform to monitor public health surveillance. 

 Union Health ministry launched Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) segment of Integrated Health 

Information Platform (IHIP) in seven states 

o The first one-of-its-kind initiative by the Government of India. 

o  IHIP uses the latest technologies and digital health initiatives.  

Objective: 

 It will provide near-real-time data to policy makers for detecting outbreaks, reducing the morbidity and mortality 

and lessening disease burden in the populations and better health systems. 
Source:- PIB 

 

PAISA – PORTAL FOR AFFORDABLE CREDIT & INTEREST SUBVENTION ACCESS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- 

applications,models, successes, limitations, and potential 
 

Context: 

 A centralized electronic platform for processing interest subvention on bank loans to beneficiaries under Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) named ―PAiSA – Portal for Affordable 

Credit & Interest Subvention Access. 

PAiSA: 

 The portal was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 The web platform has been designed and developed by Allahabad Bank which is the Nodal bank. 

 PAiSA is yet another effort by the government to connect directly with the beneficiaries, ensuring that there is 

greater transparency and efficiency in delivery of services. 

 DBT of subvention on monthly basis under DAY-NULM will give the necessary financial support to small 

entrepreneurs in a timely manner. 

 The portal will provide a platform to identify key areas of concern regarding municipal finance and urban planning, 

and will explore the options available to resolve them by inviting senior officials / experts to shed light on best 

practices. 
Source:- PIB 
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HAUSLA-2018 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Context: 
The National Festival for Children of Child Care Institutions (CCIs)- ―Hausla 2018‖ of the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MWCD) was inaugurated by the Secretary, Rakesh Srivastava, in New Delhi. 
 

Objective: 

 The idea behind the entire event is to provide a national platform for the children from CCIs across India to 

showcase their talent, to make them realise the hidden talent they possess and to help take it forward in their life. 
Source:- PIB 

 

 

HIGH-END SKILL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE IN CHANDIGARH 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Context: 

India‘s premier National Research Laboratory CSIR-Institute of Microbial Technology (CSIR-IMTECH) today announced a 

new partnership with Merck, a leading German science and technology company, to establish a ‗High End Skill 

Development Centre‘ in CSIR-IMTECH, Chandigarh. 
 

More about the news: 

 This ‗High End Skill Development Centre‘ will enrich skills by conducting workshops, trainings and seminar 

series on cutting edges life science processes, tools and techniques. 

 The centre will facilitate hands-on experience to learning and real time sample analysis. 

 The proposed state of the art Centre will integrate Work-based and Research-based learning by providing next 

generation lab set-up for carrying out real time sample analysis and learning workshops for selected group of 

technologies in the domain of Life Sciences. 

CSIR: 

 CSIR is government‘s autonomous research agency, established in 1942. Presently, CSIR has over 4,500 scientists 

working across 38 laboratories and employs over 9000 scientific and technical personnel. 

 The research bodies under CSIR cover science and technology focus areas ranging from aeronautics, instrumentation, 

mining, environmental engineering and to oceanography, geophysics, chemicals, drugs, genomics and biotechnology. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

'HELI-CLINICS' FOR REMOTE AREAS 
GS PAPER  - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Context: 
Union Minister has mooted ―Heli-Clinics‖/Helicopter Clinics for remote areas, which could help to provide specialized 

medical care to people living in inaccessible hilly terrains of the States like Jammu & Kashmir and Northeast. 
 

Central Government Focus on Health: 

 Dr Jitendra Singh referred to some path-breaking decisions in the last four years, which include opening of Dialysis 

Centres in every district hospital, setting up of Wellness Centres and  launch of ―Ayushman Bharat‖. 

 The Minister emphasized the need to incentivize medical practitioners to go to remote rural areas and to provide 

adequately satisfactory facilities for the government doctors to be able to serve in the rural areas. 
SOURCE: PIB 
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TWO IMPORTANT NORTH EAST CIRCUITS UNDER SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN 

VARIOUS SECTORS AND ISSUES ARISING OUT OF THEIR DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION. 
Context: 

Two important projects under Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Ministry of Tourism, were inaugurated at PTSO Lake in Tawang, 

Arunachal Pradesh . 
 

Development of North East Circuits: 

 Bhalukpong- Bomdila – Tawang Project 

o Under this project the Ministry has developed facilities like Accommodation, Cafeteria, wayside Amenities, 

last Mile Connectivity, Pathways, Toilets, Multipurpose Hall at Jang 

 Nafra- Seppa- Pappu, Pasa, Pakke Valleys- Sangdupota- New Sagalee- Ziro- Yomcha Project 

o The facilities developed under this project includes Helipad, Wayside amenities, trekking trails, Rafting 

Centre, Log Huts, craft bazaar, Eco Park, Tourist facilitation centres, parking, multipurpose Hall, festival 

ground etc 

 

Swadesh Darshan scheme: 

 Ministry of Tourism (MoT) launched the Swadesh Darshan Scheme (Central Sector Scheme)– for integrated 

development of theme based tourist circuits in the country 

 This scheme is envisioned to synergise with other Government of India schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 

Skill India, Make in India etc. with the idea of positioning the tourism sector as a major engine for job creation, 

driving force for economic growth, building synergy with various sectors to enable tourism to realise its 

potential.  

 Objective: 

○ To position tourism as a major engine of economic growth and job creation;  

○  Develop circuits having tourist potential in a planned and prioritized manner;   

○ Promote cultural and heritage value of the country to generate livelihoods in the identified regions;  

○  Enhancing the tourist attractiveness in a sustainable manner by developing world class infrastructure in 

the circuit /destinations;  

○  Follow community based development and pro-poor tourism approach;   

○ Creating awareness among the local communities about the importance of tourism for them in terms of 

increased sources of income, improved living standards and overall development of the area.  To create 

employment through active involvement of local communities; 

○ Harness tourism potential for its effects in employment generation and economic development.   

○ To make full use of the potential and advantages in terms of available infrastructure, national culture 

and characteristic strong points of each and every region throughout the country by development of 

theme based circuits.  

○  Development of tourist facilitation services to enhance visitor experience/satisfaction. 

Tourist Circuit: 

 Tourist Circuit is defined as a route having at least three major tourist destinations which are distinct and apart 

 Circuits should have well defined entry and exit points. A tourist who enters should get motivated to visit most 

of the places identified in the circuit. 

 A Circuit could be confined to a State or could be a regional circuit covering more than one State/Union 

Territory. These circuits may have one dominant theme and other sub-themes.  

 Projects under the scheme shall be under the following identified themes; Ecotourism, Wildlife, Buddhist, 

Desert, Spiritual, Ramayana, Krishna, Coastal, Northeast, Rural, Himalayan, Tribal and Heritage 
 

SOURCE: PIB 
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QAUMI EKTA WEEK BEGINS TOMORROW 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation 

Context: 

Qaumi Ekta Week‖ (National Integration Week) will be observed all over the country, from tomorrow to 25th November, 

2018. 
 

Who Organise it? 

 The National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH), an autonomous organisation with the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, organises Communal Harmony Campaign coinciding with the Qaumi Ekta Week and observes the 

Communal Harmony Flag Day on 25th 

 The Foundation promotes Communal Harmony and strengthens National Integration. It also provides financial 

assistance for relief and rehabilitation of children rendered orphan or destitute in communal, caste, ethnic or terrorist 

violence.  

Significance: 

 It help to highlight the inherent strength and resilience of our nation to withstand actual and potential threats to the 

eclectic and secular fabric of our country, and nurture a spirit of communal harmony in its widest sense. 

 This occasion also provides an opportunity to reaffirm age old traditions and faith in the values of tolerance, co-

existence and brotherhood in a multi-cultural and multi-religious society. 
SOURCE: PIB 

 

REPORT ON INDUSTRIAL PARK RATING SYSTEM 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 
The Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, released the report prepared by the 

Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, on Industrial Park Rating System. 
 

Industrial Park Rating System: 

 This system is being developed by the ministry to assess industrial parks in the country based on four pillars — 

internal and external infrastructure, connectivity, environment and safety management, and business support 

services. 

 There are over 3,000 industrial parks in the country in sectors including engineering, software, food processing and 

chemicals. 

 Under the system, the ministry would assess 200 such parks on several parameters such as sewage effluent and 

treatment; and water treatment. 

 The need of the system arises to see whether these parks are matching the global standards. 

Significance: 

 This would help in improving infrastructure of industrial parks which are present in almost all the states. 

 Development of industrial park rating system would help increase competitiveness of industries and promotion of 

the manufacturing sector 

 The portal serves as a one-stop solution to the free and easy accessibility of all industrial information including 

availability of raw material – agriculture, horticulture, minerals, natural resources, distance from key logistic 

nodes, layers of terrain and urban infrastructure. 
SOURCE: PIB 

 

SC DECLINES TO EXAMINE TRIPLE TALAQ ORDINANCE 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and 

Departments of the Government 

Context: 
The Supreme Court on Friday refused to entertain petitions challenging the ordinance on Triple Talaq. 
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Background: 

 Sc in a landmark 3-2 verdict in August 2017, a five-judge Constitution Bench set aside the centuries-old practice of 

instant triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat in which Muslim men divorce their wives by uttering talaq three times in quick 

succession. Three of the five judges called the practice un-Islamic and ―arbitrary‖ and disagreed with the view that 

triple talaq was an integral part of religious practice. 

 After a five-judge bench by a three-two majority struck down triple talaq and called it unconstitutional. President 

gave assent to the The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance.  

 Under the ordinance, instant 'triple talaq' has been declared as illegal and void and will attract a jail term of 

three years for the husband. 

 Seeking to allay the fears that the proposed law could be misused, the government has also included 

certain safeguards, such as adding a provision of bail for the accused before the trial. 
 

More about the news: 

 The petition had been filed by Samastha Kerala Jamiat Ulema, a Muslim group, which argued that the ordinance 

―is violative of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution and, accordingly, requires to be struck down‖.  

 The group had said it is ―also unconstitutional for failing to satisfy the mandatory requirements of Article 123 of 

the Constitution‖. 

 A Bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi said two months have already passed since the promulgation of the 

ordinance, which has even otherwise a life of only six months unless ratified by Parliament.  

 The bench also said, We don't like to interfere. 

 The Chief Justice left it to Parliament to debate the constitutionality of the ordinance, saying the winter session is 

shortly to commence.  

 The court allowed the petitioner to withdraw the plea. 

  

Key provisions of The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance: 

 Triple talaq remains cognizable with a maximum of three years imprisonment and a fine. 

 Triple talaq will be recognised as a crime only when a woman or her blood relative files a complaint with the 

police. 

 A compromise can be achieved only when the woman is willing and says so to a magistrate. A magistrate can 

grant bail only after the wife‘s consent. 

 The custody of children from the marriage will go to the woman. 

 The mother is entitled to maintenance determined by a magistrate. 

 The law doesn‘t affect Jammu and Kashmir.   

Article 123: 

 Article 123 of the Constitution grants the President certain law making powers to promulgate Ordinances. 

 If at any time, except when both Houses of Parliament are in session, the President is satisfied that 

circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take immediate action, he may promulgate such 

Ordinance as the circumstances appear to him to require 

 An Ordinance promulgated under this article shall have the same force and effect as an Act of Parliament, but 

every such Ordinance – 

o shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament and shall cease to operate at the expiration of six weeks 

from the reassembly of Parliament, or, of before the expiration of that period resolutions disapproving it 

are passed by both Houses, upon the passing of the second of those resolutions; and 

o may be withdrawn at any time by the President. 

 If and so far as an Ordinance under this article makes any provision which Parliament would not under this 

Constitution be competent to enact, it shall be void. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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‗NO DOUBLE JEOPARDY BAR IF THERE WAS NO TRIAL‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- Evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic 

structure. 
 

Context: 

Supreme court on October 30 in the case  State of Mizoram V. Dr. C. Sangnghina. Held that Principles Of ―Double 

Jeopardy‖ Will Not Apply When Accused Was Discharged Due To Lack Of Proper Sanction. 

Background: 

● The corruption case was filed by the Aizawl police in February 2009 for misappropriation of public money. 

● During inquiry, it was detected that the respondent had acquired valuable assets disproportionate to known sources 

of income. 

● The first invalid sanction for prosecution was issued by the Commissioner-Secretary, Department of Personnel & 

Administrative Reforms (DP & AR) directly without the Governor‘s approval. 

● Following the discharge of the accused by the special court, the Governor accorded a fresh sanction in December 

2013. 

● The judgment is based on an appeal filed by the State of Mizoram against an order passed by the Gauhati High 

Court in August 2015. 

● It upheld a Special Court decision to decline to entertain a second charge sheet filed in a corruption case against the 

accused, Dr. C. Sangnghina, on the ground of double jeopardy. 
 

SC Verdict: 

 The Supreme Court on 30th October 2018, held that when the accused was discharged due to lack of proper 

sanction, the principles of ―double jeopardy‖ will not apply, and there is no bar for filing fresh/supplementary 

charge sheet after obtaining a valid sanction for prosecution. 

 Considering the state‘s appeal, the bench comprising Justice R. Banumathi and Justice Indira Banerjee observed 

that the accused in this case was discharged due to lack of proper sanction and thus there was no impediment for 

filing the fresh/supplementary charge sheet after obtaining valid sanction. 

 The bench said: ―Under Article 20(2) of the Constitution of India, no person shall be prosecuted and punished for 

the same offence more than once. Section 300 Cr.P.C. lays down that a person once convicted or acquitted, cannot 

be tried for the same offence. In order to bar the trial of any person already tried, it must be shown – 

 he has been tried by a competent court for the same offence or one for which he might have been 

charged or convicted at that trial, on the same facts;  

 he has been convicted or acquitted at the trial; 

 such conviction or acquittal is in force. Where the accused has not been tried at all and convicted or 

acquitted, the principles of ―double jeopardy‖ cannot be invoked at all.  

 Source:- The Hindu 
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President gives assent to promulgation of the Companies Amendment (Ordinance), 2018  

GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- Evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic 

structure. 

The recommendation of the Union Cabinet for promulgation of the Companies Amendment (Ordinance), 2018 has been assented 

to  by the President of India.  The Ordinance, which has been promulgated today is based on the recommendations of the Committee 

appointed by the Government to review offences under the Companies Act, 2013. 
The twin objectives of the Ordinance are promotion of Ease of Doing Business along with better corporate compliance.  The main 

amendments are as under; 

 Shifting of jurisdiction of 16 types of corporate offences from the special courts to in-house adjudication, which is expected to 

reduce the case load of Special Courts by over 60%,thereby  enabling them to concentrate on serious corporate offences.  With 

this amendment the scope of in-house adjudication has gone up from 18 Sections at present to 34 Sections of the Act. 

 The penalty for small companies and one person companies has been reduced to half of that applicable to normal companies. 

 Instituting a transparent and technology driven in-house adjudication mechanism on an online platform and publication of the 

orders on the website. 

 Strengthening in-house adjudication mechanism by necessitating a concomitant order for making good the default at the time of 

levying penalty, to achieve the ultimate aim of achieving better compliance. 
 

Declogging the NCLT by: 
 

 enlarging the pecuniary jurisdiction of Regional Director  by enhancing the  limit up to Rs. 25 Lakh as against earlier 

limit of Rs. 5Lakhunder Section 441 of the Act; 

 vesting in the Central Government the power to approve the alteration in the financial year of a company under 

section 2(41); and 

 vesting the Central Government the power to approve cases of conversion of public companies into private 

companies. 

Recommendations related to corporate compliance and corporate governance include re-introduction of declaration of 

commencement of business provision to better tackle the menace of ‗shell companies‘; greater disclosures with respect to public deposits; 

greater accountability with respect to filing documents related to creation, modification and satisfaction of charges; non-maintenance of 

registered office to trigger de-registration process; and holding of directorships beyond permissible limits to trigger disqualification of 

such directors. 
SOURCE: PIB 

 

 

‗RAREST OF RARE‘ TEST ‗INCONSISTENTLY APPLIED‘ SAYS JUSTICE KURIAN 

JOSEPH 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on November 28, 2018 upheld the constitutional validity of death penalty while awarding life 

term imprisonment to Chhannu Lal Verma instead of death penalty for murdering three persons including two 

women. 

  A three-judge bench comprising Justices Kurian Joseph, Deepak Gupta and Hemant Gupta expressed different 

opinions with Justice Joseph saying that the provision of capital punishment has failed to become a deterrent and the 

other two holding its continuance in the rarest of rare cases. 
 

Background: Verma was convicted by a Sessions Court in Chhattisgarh and then by the Chhattisgarh High Court for killing 

Anand Ram Sahu, his wife Firanteen Bai and raping and murdering their daughter-in-law Ratna Sahu in 2011 and was 

subsequently awarded a death penalty. 
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Judges view on commuting death sentence of Chhannu Lal Verma: 

 The three judges were unanimous in their view that the Chhattisgarh High Court has wrongly confirmed death penalty 

on Chhannu Lal Verma without correctly applying the law laid down in Bachan Singh and other cases. 

 As per the judges, this case does not fulfil the test of rarest of rare case. To impose the highest punishment of death 

sentence. 

 The bench also noted that the superintendent of the jail has given a certificate that his conduct in jail has been good 

during the pendency of his appeal in apex court for past four years. 
 

Justice Kurian Joseph View - Death sentence : 

 Justice Kurian Joseph, who superannuated on November 29, 2018, referring to the 262nd report of the Law 

Commission and said, "The constitutional regulation of capital punishment attempted in Bachan Singh versus State 

of Punjab in 1980 has failed to prevent death sentences from being 'arbitrarily and freakishly imposed' and that 

capital punishment has failed to achieve any constitutionally valid penological goals..." 

 He further added that "Every death penalty case before the court deals with a human life that enjoys certain 

constitutional protection and if life is to be taken away, then the process must adhere to the strictest and highest 

constitutional standards." 

 The irrevocable nature of the sentence and the way the death row convicts hang between life and death, are to be 

duly considered. 
 

Justices Deepak Gupta and Hemant Gupta - Judgement : 

 Justices Deepak Gupta and Hemant Gupta gave contradictory opinion on the views expressed by Justice Joseph on 

applicability of death sentence.  

 They mentioned that a five-judge constitution bench in Bachan Singh versus State of Punjab in 1980 had already 

held the constitutional validity of death penalty provided in Indian Penal Code. Thus, there is no need to reexamine 

the same at this stage. 

 Cases challenged the constitutional validity of  death penalty: 

1. The constitutional validity of the death penalty was challenged from time to time in numerous cases starting 

from Jagmohan Singh v State of UP where the Supreme Court rejected the argument that the death penalty is 

in violation of Article 19 of the Indian constitution which guarantees ―Right to Life‖. 

2. In Rajendra Prasad v State of UP in 1979, Justice Krishna Iyer of the Supreme Court ruled that death penalty 

violates Articles 14, 19 and 21. 

3. In Bachan Singh  v State of  Punjab case of 1980,  the Supreme  Court overruled  its  earlier  decision  in  

Rajendra  Prasad case.  It expressed that death penalty is an alternative punishment for murder and hence not 

violative of Articles 14, 19 and 21. The court also  pronounced  the  principle  of  awarding  death penalty only 

in the ‗rarest of rare cases‘. 

4. In Machhi Singh v State of Punjab, the apex court laid down the broad outlines of the circumstances when 

death sentence should be imposed and held that five categories of cases may be regarded as rarest of rare cases: 

 Manner of carrying out murder : When the murder is committed in an extremely brutal manner to 

arouse intense fury in the community, for instance, when the house of the victim is set a flame to roast 

him alive, when the body is cut to pieces or the inhuman torture. 

 Motive : When the murder is committed for a motive such as a murder by a hired assassin, a cold 

blooded murder to inherit property, or gain control over property of a ward, or a murder committed for 

betrayal of the motherland. 

 Anti-social or socially abhorrent nature of the crime :  A scheduled caste or minority community 

person is murdered in circumstances which arouse social wrath; or bride burnt for dowry or for 

remarriage. 

 Magnitude of the crime : Crimes of enormous proportion, like multiple murders of a family or 

persons of a particular caste, community or locality. 

 Personality of victim of murder 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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INDIA, PAK. COMMIT TO KARTARPUR CORRIDOR 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved the building and development of the Kartarpur Corridor from Dera Baba 

Nanak in Gurdaspur district of Punjab to the international border with Pakistan.  

 The resolution regarding the corridor was passed by a Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to 

celebrate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, which falls in 2019. 
 
 

 
 

More about the News: 

 The Centre has said that it will urge the Pakistan government to "recognise the sentiments of the Sikh community, 

and develop a corridor with suitable facilities in their territory as well". 

 An official in the PMO said, that India expects that the corridor should be open 365 days and 24 hours and there 

must be no restrictions on the number of pilgrims that are travelling across the border. 

 On Indian side, President Ram Nath Kovind and Chief Minister Amarinder Singh will lay the foundation stone for 

the proposed corridor two days earlier, on November 26. 

 Pakistan, on its part, has also decided to begin building the Kartarpur corridor later this month, with Prime Minister 

Imran Khan likely to lay the foundation stone of the project soon.  

 However, the date is yet to be decided by the Pakistan government. 
 

Kartarpur Corridor: 
 

 Kartarpur corridor from Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur district to the International Border, allowing pilgrims from 

India to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur — it is on the banks of the Ravi in Narowal district of Pakistan 

Punjab. 

 The length of the corridor is about 4 km, 2 km on either side of the international border. 

 The Kartarpur corridor will be implemented as an integrated development project with the Centre government's 

funding. 

 It will provide smooth and easy passage to pilgrims to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib throughout the year. 
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Background: 

 The Kartarpur Sahib corridor was first proposed in 1999 when Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee took a bus ride 

to Lahore 

 The Kartarpur Sahib corridor a long-standing demand from the Sikh community for easy access to the revered 

shrine across the border where Guru Nanak spent the last 18 years of his life. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

First India-Nepal passenger train on broad gauge likely to begin from December  

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 

Context 
 The first passenger train to run on broad gauge between India and Nepal is likely to run from December this year 

 The train will run from Jayanagar in Bihar to Kurtha in Dhanusa district in Janakpur Zone of south-eastern Nepal, which is a 34 

km stretch 

 The Jayanagar-Kurtha rail line was originally built during the British Raj to transport logs from forests at Mahottari to India 

 No visa will be required for Indian and Nepalese nationals crossing the border through this stretch 

Why such move? 

 The move is being seen as part of efforts to counter China‘s plans to forge rail links with Nepal 

 After Beijing decided to extend its railway network up to Kathmandu, New Delhi proposed the construction of new railway links 

during Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli‘s recent visit to India 

 

About the project 

 Nepal and India have plans for four cross-border railway links, including one to link Raxaul to Kathmandu 

 The Rs 5.5-billion (Nepalese Rs 8.8 billion) project is divided into three phases 

 Of the total length, only three kilometres is in Indian territory 

Source: The Indian Express 
 

Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti’ 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 
 

Context: 

 INS Rana of the Eastern Fleet based at Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval Command is on deployment to the South 

East Asia and arrived at the port of Surabaya to participate in the inaugural edition of Indian Navy – Indonesian Navy 

Bilateral Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti’ scheduled from 12  to 18 Nov 18. 

 The aim of the exercise is to strengthen bilateral relations, expand maritime co-operation, enhance interoperability and 

exchange best practices. The exercise would start with a Harbour Phase scheduled from 12 to 15 Nov encompassing 

planning and briefing on various activities, professional interactions, cross deck visits, sports fixtures and social 

interactions.  
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 This would progress to a Sea Phase scheduled from 16 to 18 Nov and would include operations such as Joint Manoeuvres, 

Helicopter Operations, Surface Warfare exercise, ASW exercise and Anti Piracy exercises. 

 The strategic partnership between the two nations was elevated to ‗Comprehensive Strategic Partnership‘ during the visit 

of Honourable Prime Minister of India in May 18 and Defence co-operation has been a significant pillar in this partnership. 
Source: The Indian Express 

 

INDIA TO HOST KEY MEETINGS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 
 

Context: 
Ahead of the December climate talks in Katowice, Poland, India is hosting two key meetings in New Delhi.  
 

Background: 

 Earlier, India had discussions with 40 countries, including China, to forge alliances and compel developed countries 

to make good on promises, made over the years, to provide enough finance and technology to stem runaway global 

warming. 

 ―Mainly, it was about firming up - how the Paris agreement is to be implemented, as well as outstanding 

commitments on providing finance and technology.‖ 

 The ‗Like Minded Developing Countries‘ (India, China, Venezuela and Iran) and BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, 

India, China) are networks that are formed to lend weight to developing country concerns. 

Key meeting: 

 India is hosting 2 key meetings in new delhi. with a group of countries called the LMDC, the ‗Like Minded 

Developing Countries‘ (India, China, Venezuela and Iran) and BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, China), which 

are networks that have been formed to lend weight to the concerns of the developing countries. 
 

Importance of meeting: 

 These meetings are important, for countries to craft a common front to ensure that the rules, which will govern how 

the 2015 Paris climate pact that will come into force from 2020, are implemented fairly. 

 Katowice Climate Change Conference: 

 The Katowice Climate Change Conference will include the 24th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 

24) to the UNFCCC. 

 The conference is expected to finalize the rules for implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate change 

under the Paris Agreement work programme (PAWP). It will also include a number of high-level events, 

mandated events, action events and roundtables. 

 
 

Conferences of the Parties (COP) – UNFCCC: 

 The COP is the supreme decision-making body of UNFCCC. 

 All States that are Parties to the Convention are represented at the COP. 

 They review the implementation of any legal instruments that the COP adopts. 

 They promote the effective implementation of the Convention. 

 The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany in March, 1995. 

 The parties to the convention have met annually since 1995. 

 In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol (3rd COP) was concluded and established legally binding obligations for 

developed countries to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The 2010 Cancun agreements stated that future global warming should be limited to below 0 °C (3.6 °F) 

relative to the pre-industrial level. 
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Paris agreement: 

 Paris Agreement is an international agreement to combat climate change. 

 From 30 November to 11 December 2015, the governments of 195 nations gathered in Paris, France, and 

discussed a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at reducing global greenhouse gas 

emissions and thus reduce the threat of dangerous climate change. 

 The 32-page Paris agreement with 29 articles is widely recognized as a historic deal to stop global warming. 

Aim: 

 Keep the global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level. 

 Pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 Strengthen the ability of countries to deal with the impacts of climate change. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

INDIA PROTESTS CHINA-PAKISTAN BUS VIA POK 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Bus service through Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir will be a violation of India's sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. 

 China and Pakistan has  proposed bus service that will operate between between Lahore and Kashghar -- a city in the 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in China's far west,  through Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir under the 

so-called China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

 While the bus service is an attempt at increasing "friendship" between Pakistan and China, the issue lies in the fact 

that the bus route passes through Pok, a part of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
 

India‘s Concern: 

 India on Wednesday said it had lodged strong protests with China and Pakistan over a proposed bus service between 

the two countries through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

 MEA spokesperson said, India‘s consistent position that the ―so-called China-Pakistan ‗Boundary Agreement‘ of 

1963 is illegal and invalid‖ and was never recognised by India, the spokesperson said: ―Therefore, any such bus 

service through Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir will be a violation of India‘s sovereignty and territorial 

integrity.‖ 
 

China‘s response: 

 China on Thursday sought to defend the proposed bus service with Pakistan through PoK, saying its cooperation 

with Islamabad has nothing to do with the territorial dispute and will not change its principled stance on the 

Kashmir issue.  

 cooperation between China and Pakistan has nothing to do with the territorial dispute and will not affect China‘s 

principled position on Kashmir,‖ chinese spoke minister Lu kang  said. 

 Lu also defended the CPEC, saying it is an economic cooperation project between China and Pakistan, and is not 

targeted against any third party. 

 China maintains that the Kashmir issue should be resolved bilaterally between India and Pakistan through dialogue 

and consultation.  
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/china
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/pakistan
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/bus-service
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/jammu-and-kashmir
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/pakistan
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/china
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CHINA VOWS TO HELP OUT PAKISTAN 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 China vows to give ‗necessary support‘ to Pakistan, 16 agreements signed 
 

More about the news: 

 China and Pakistan refer to themselves as ―all-weather friends‖, sharing close economic and military ties. 

 The two sides had agreed in principle that China government would provide necessary support and assistance to 

Pakistan in tiding over the current economic difficulties. 

 Both the  sides had agreed to firmly move forward the CPEC while ensuring the smooth operation of completed 

projects and advancing the ongoing projects. 

 Both the countries had decided to establish working group on social and livelihood affairs under the CPEC joint 

cooperation committee. 

 The two countries also signed 16 bilateral agreements in the fields of economic and technical cooperation, 

agriculture, poverty reduction, science and technology, innovation and combating drug trafficking, besides 

establishment of joint research centre on earth sciences, joint working group on social and livelihood affairs 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

‗IT‘S AGAINST WUHAN SPIRIT‘ 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 China has ignored Wuhan spirit of mutual friendship with India that emerged during the meeting between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese president Xi Jinping last April. 
 

More about the news: 

 Appreciation of Pakistan‘s conduct is in contrast with India‘s recent criticism of a new bus service through the 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) that is expected to start this week. 

o ―The bus service is a clear sign that China does not intend to respect the Wuhan spirit,‖  

 China has not shown respect to the ‗Wuhan spirit‘, by praising Pakistan for its role in South Asia, veteran 

commentators have said 

 China would have frozen all fresh initiatives with Pakistan if it had any respect for the Wuhan spirit that took off 

after Prime Minister Narendra Modi met President Xi Jinping earlier this year. By appreciating Pakistan for its role 

in the relationship with India, China is clearly interfering with India‘s affairs in South Asia,‖ said former Foreign 

Secretary Kanwal Sibal. 
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 Wuhan summit:- 

 Prime Minister of India, H.E. Shri Narendra Modi and President of People's Republic of China, H.E. Mr. Xi 

Jinping held their first Informal Summit in Wuhan on April 2018. 
 

Major highlights of Wuhan Summit: 

 India clearly viewed this ‗informal summit‘ as a trust-building exercise, hoping to quietly sort out problems that 

existed between the two countries, including the vexed border issue.  

 It reiterated the need to cooperate on counter-terrorism, and to strengthen the dialogue mechanism to deal with 

contentious issues and concerns. Both have agreed on the importance of maintaining peace and tranquillity in 

all areas of the India-China border. 

 The summit appears to have reinforced the validity of the April 2005 Document on ‗Political Parameters and 

Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the Boundary Question‘. 

 In the Wuhan consensus joint commitment to maintain peace and tranquillity over the entire India-China border 

is statedand the direction is given by the leaders to their respective militaries to observe restraint, scrupulously 

implement Confidence Building Measures and strengthen communication links at all levels. 

 The avoidance of provocative behaviour by both militaries deployed at the border is critical to 

maintaining the overall relationship on an even keel. This understanding augurs well for the future. 

 Agreement between India and China to work together jointly on an economic project in Afghanistan, with 

details to be worked out through diplomatic channels. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

INDIA, CHINA AGREE TO EXPAND MILITARY TIES 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

 India and China are set to expand their military ties, in tune with the spirit of the Wuhan informal summit between 

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April. 
 
 

Easing of defence ties: 

 Both sides agreed to enhance exchanges and interactions through reciprocal high-level visits between the two 

ministries of defence as well as between military commands, joint training exercises, mutual visits by defence 

personnel including mid-level and cadet officers were also agreed upon 

 India and China reiterated the importance of maintaining peace and tranquillity in the India-China border areas, 

implementing the consensus of PM Modi and President Xi Jinping, and specific additional Confidence Building 

Measures at the operational level. 

 They emphasised the need to further strengthen military-to-military ties in order to strengthen political and strategic 

mutual trust between the two countries 

 Both leaders had agreed to expand and implement confidence-building measures between the two militaries to avoid 

a Doklam-type situation. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

INDIA STEPS UP AGRO-DIPLOMACY WITH CHINA 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 As the trade war with the United States continues to grows,  China appears to be opening up to non-U.S. imports. 
 

New opportunity for India: 

 Sensing that China would look first at its food security by diversifying imports in view of the trade war India finds an 

opportunity to export more to China. 

 The focus so far has been on pushing agri-products into the Chinese market. Over the past two months, Indian food 

and beverage producers have been conducting seminars and road shows in the Chinese capital. 
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Agri-imports likely to grow from India to Chinese Market: 

     1. Soya bean: 

 After China imposed a 25% levy on U.S. imports, Indian soya bean exports are apparently a priority. 

 Success in the huge Chinese soya bean market is yet to materialize, though some progress may have registered 

during talks. 

     2. Tea: 

 Recently an Indian Company signed a $1-million black tea export contract with Chinese state-owned COFCO. 

 China has been traditionally a green tea market. Assam tea, in particular, has good prospects in China as it blends 

well with milk-based tea drinks. 

 But of late, its young people are developing a taste for milk infused bubble tea, potentially opening a larger 

market for Indian black teas. 

     3. Sugar: 

 India‘s efforts to export sugar to China, which began in earnest in June, also appear to have paid dividends. 

 The Indian Sugar Mills Association had signed its first sugar export contract of 50,000 tonnes with COFCO. 

 India‘s proven capacity to meet China‘s sugar needs over the long haul was recently briefed to The Chinese 

Sugar Association. 

     4. Rice: 

 China is a lucrative $1.5-$2 billion market for Indian rice. 

 China has opened up imports of non-Basmati rice from India in June on the sidelines of the Qingdao summit of 

the SCO. 
 

Trade Imbalance with China: 

 Despite signs of incremental progress, India‘s $63-billion trade imbalance with China is alarming. 

 India had raised the red flag about its adverse trade balance during China‘s trade policy review at the WTO. 

 It specifically cited hindrances that Indian exporters of rice, meat, pharmaceuticals and IT products were 

encountering to access the Chinese market. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

ALONG THE NEW SILK ROADS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 At the recently conducted Paris Peace Forum commemorating the end of World War I, the heads of the International 

Monetary Fund and the World Bank made the case for a more inclusive multilateralism. 

 While drawing comparisons between 1914 and today‘s situations in terms of inequalities, they had warned against 

the temptation of a divisive globalisation which could only benefit the wealthiest. 
 

China‘s Perspective: 

 China‘s discourse on a new ―connected‖ multilateralism, through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), is building 

upon the same inclusive project now led by a non-Western and non-democratic superpower. 

 There is indeed an ambition to influence the world — if not directly control it — by making the rules on which it 

functions.  

 This normative determination to achieve a far greater objective has hardly been addressed when analysing China‘s 

BRI and its impact. 

 There is more to the BRI than the six economic corridors spanning Asia, Europe and Africa, of which the $50 

billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is perhaps the most controversial.  

 The BRI is included in the Constitution of an officially socialist China. 

 The BRI is a political project and a Chinese one no matter the number of other partners joining the effort and 

participating to its funding. 
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A look at Framework : 

 the normative framework put in place by China plays an interesting role. 

 These norms manifest themselves in the form of guiding principles, declarations, general agreements and other 

communication tools including the hardly studied ―Digital Silk Road‖ 

 They constitute a normative discourse, a form of behaviour, a standard to abide by, but are not legally binding yet. 

 The BRI indeed develops without any dedicated law, nor is it a comprehensive trade or economic partnership.  

 It is different from conventional trade agreements that seek to eliminate market access barriers, harmonise 

regulations and impose preconditions for entry. 

 The only legal texts one could refer to are to be found in the network of foreign trade agreements, bilateral 

investment treaties and other international investment agreements China is a party to.  

 However, these networks of agreements have no special link with the BRI, although they could be brought in to 

resolve issues emanating from the BRI. 

 China is a party to numerous state-sponsored business contracts between Chinese firms, including state-owned 

companies, and foreign business partners, public or private. 

 This non-legal yet rather domineering proposal is not a surprise. 

 Experts point out that the fluid, if not vague, nature of the BRI is nothing but a manifestation of a pragmatism with 

Chinese characteristics that has the capacity to constantly adjust to a fast-changing environment. 

 Further, the absence of law is actually partial and temporary. 
 

BRI Dispute: 

 China is preparing for the domestic resolution of BRI disputes with the creation by the Supreme People‘s Court of 

two dedicated branches of the China International Commercial Court 

o one in Shenzhen to tackle the Maritime Road disputes, and one in Xi‘an to settle overland Belt issues. 

 In addition, the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre has specific BRI arbitration clauses and administered 

arbitration rules. 

 Experts opinion, investor-state disputes could also be settled on the basis of China‘s investment agreements, 

nationally or internationally, in a given arbitration forum — for example, the World Bank-sponsored International 

Centre for Settlement of Investment Dispute (ICSID). 
 

Institutional strategies: 

 The institutional setting of the BRI is also rather light. 

 Joint committees are put in place and the existing institutions mobilised from the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), which is contributing to the BRI despite the rather 

distant position of some of its members and India in particular, which is the largest recipient of AIIB funding. 

 China is not challenging the existing institutional set-up or proposing something different than what exists in the 

Bretton Woods Institutions. 

 From the functioning of the banks to their advisory committees, the same structure and often the same people are 

found. 
 

 

Conclusion: 

 BRI as it stands is not conceived as a tool for economic integration. 

 The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations between the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations and six countries is better equipped to deal with market access and integration goals within the Asia-

Pacific region. 

 Further, the BRI‘s dispute resolution will be predominantly on commercial disputes, involving either projects or 

contractual obligations. 

 However, keeping in mind that the world trading system is passing through a turmoil, the possibility of regional 

trade agreements or amorphous legal devices such as the BRI embracing greater trade liberalisation goals cannot be 

entirely ruled out. 

 A failure to resolve the WTO Appellate Body crisis or any consequent weakening of the multilateral dispute 

resolution process could present an opportunity for purely nationalistic initiatives to transmute and assume larger 

objectives. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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US AGREES TO GRANT INDIA WAIVER FROM IRAN OIL SANCTIONS:  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 
Eight countries will be given exemptions and ―weeks longer to wind down‖ their trade with Iran, once U.S. sanctions against 

Iran.  
 

US sanctions: 

 The US plans to re-impose oil-related sanctions on Iran on November 4 to choke the Islamic Republic‘s biggest 

source of income and pressure it to renegotiate a new nuclear deal.  

 Any country, or company, trading with Iran without US consent after sanctions kick off risks getting cut off from the 

American financial system.  

 The US has insisted all along that it wanted everyone to reduce oil imports from Iran to zero eventually, but was 

open to country-specific waivers that would allow limited imports by those pledging ‗significant‘ cut.  
 

Waiver from Iran Sanction:  

 The US has agreed to let eight countries - including Japan, India and South Korea - keep buying Iranian oil after it 

imposes sanctions on the OPEC producer 

 China - the leading importer of Iranian oil - is still in discussions with the U.S. on terms, but is among the eight,  

 The other four countries that will get waivers weren‘t identified. 
 

Escrow restrictions: 

 Countries that get waivers under the revived sanctions must pay for the oil into escrow accounts in their local 

currency.  

 That means the money won‘t directly go to Iran, which can only use it to buy food, medicine or other non-sanctioned 

goods from its crude customers.  

 The administration sees those accounts as an important way of limiting Iranian revenue and further constraining its 

economy. 
 

Saudi Ramp-Up: 

 The impact of the sanctions has already been cushioned by other oil producers, notably some of Iran‘s counterparts 

in the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. Saudi Arabia has increased production by 780,000 barrels a 

day since April, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

 Others such as Russia, the United Arab Emirates and Iraq could potentially squeeze out a little more as well. 
 

Big relief : 

 The US has broadly agreed to grant India a waiver from Iran sanctions, which would allow Indian oil NSE 4.51 % 

companies to continue to import about 1.25 million tonnes of oil a month till March from Tehran,  which is a 

significant cut.  

 India had imported about 22 million tonnes of crude oil from Iran in 2017-18 and planned to raise that to 

about 30 million tonnes in 2018-19.  

 But, as a condition of waiver, Indian oil firms will reduce their imports significantly. 

 Indian companies can import 1.25 million tonnes a month up to March 2019, the same as they ordered for 

October and November  

 A waiver will come as a big relief to Indian Oil and MRPL, the two largest Iranian oil consumers.  
Source:- Livemint 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/Politics/E97NFvFvrV6VjUGW18WZjM/India-may-continue-with-Iranian-oil-imports-post-sanctions.html
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U.S. WAIVES SANCTIONS FOR WORK ON CHABAHAR PORT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 
The US, which has allowed India to continue importing oil from Iran, has granted a waiver from sanctions for New Delhi‘s 

role in the Chabahar port and the construction of a railway line from the Iranian port city to the Afghan border.  

 
 

Chabahar port: 
 

 It is located on the Makran coast, Chabahar in southeastern Iran. Its location lies in the Gulf of Oman.  

 This coast is a relatively underdeveloped free trade and industrial zone, especially when compared to 

the sprawling port of Bandar Abbas further west.  

 It is the only Iranian port with direct access to the ocean. 

 In May 2016, India, Iran and Afghanistan inked a pact which entailed establishment of Transit and 

Transport Corridor among the three countries using Chabahar Port as one of the regional hubs for sea 

transportation in Iran, besides multi-modal transport of goods and passengers across the three nations. 

 

 
 

 

Waiver for work on chabahar: 

 On Monday, the US imposed ―the toughest ever‖ sanctions on Tehran aimed at altering the Iranian regime‘s 

―behaviour‖. The sanctions cover Iran‘s banking and energy sectors and reinstate penalties for countries and 

companies in Europe, Asia and elsewhere that do not halt Iranian oil imports. 

 India was among the eight countries that were granted temporary waiver for purchase of Iranian oil. US Secretary of 

State Michael R Pompeo had said these countries have shown significant reduction in oil purchase from Iran. 

 After extensive consideration, the secretary (of state Mark Pompeo) has provided for an exception from the 

imposition of certain sanctions under the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012 (IFCA) with respect to 

the development of Chabahar port and the construction of an associated railway and for the shipment of non-

sanctionable goods through the port for Afghanistan‘s use, as well as Afghanistan‘s continued imports of Iranian 

petroleum products.  

 The IFCA was one of the laws under which sanctions on Iran were imposed by former U.S. President 

Barack Obama, with implications for non-U.S. companies working with Iran in various sectors, including 

shipping, shipbuilding, energy and insurance. 

 This exception relates to reconstruction assistance and economic development for Afghanistan. These activities are 

vital for the ongoing support of Afghanistan‘s growth and humanitarian relief. 
 

Operationalisation of Port: 

 Representatives of India, Afghanistan and Iran met a little more than two weeks ago in New Delhi, despite looming 

U.S. sanctions, to discuss operationalisation of the port, which is seen as key to connecting India and Afghanistan to 

Iran and Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan. 

 We are targeting to start operations at Chabahar by the end of the month,‖ a Shipping Ministry official said, 

ending months of uncertainty over the fate of the India-funded project. 
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 The start of commercial operations at Chabahar has been delayed because of difficulties in paying Kaveh Port and 

Marine for the services due to banking issues on transfer of funds. 

 To overcome this hurdle, Iran had agreed to accept payment in rupees. But, with this changed scenario Making 

payment in Euros should not be a problem now since Chabahar has been exempted from the sanctions; so banking 

transactions should not be an issue. 

 India has picked Bandar Abbas-based Kaveh Port and Marine Services company to run the port on a temporary 

arrangement for 18 months till a full-time manage, operate and maintain (MOM) contractor is finalised by India 

Ports Global Pvt Ltd, the Indian state-owned entity that is implementing the project. 

 US waiver terms will also help India decide whether to dilute the tender conditions for selecting a full-time Indian 

MOM contractor to run Chabahar. 
 

Significance of Chabahar port for India: 

 Chabahar will provide India the much-denied connectivity to enhance trade with land locked Afghanistan and 

Central Asian nations. 

 The port will allow India to bypass Pakistan to transport goods to Afghanistan and Central Asia using a sea-land 

route 

 India's participation in the development of Chabahar Port will provide India an alternative and reliable access route 

into Afghanistan utilising India‘s earlier investment in Zaranj-Delaram road built in Afghanistan, and also a reliable 

and more direct sea-road access route into Central Asian Region. 

 Chabahar Port lies in the Persian Gulf in Iran and will help India in expanding its maritime commerce in the region 

 It is located 76 nautical miles (less than 150km) west of the Pakistani port of Gwadar, being developed by China. 

This makes it ideal for keeping track of Chinese or Pakistani military activity based out of Gwadar 

 Chabahar Port has the potential to become a regional transit hub for Afghanistan and eastern Central Asian 

Countries. It is expected that volume of trade will increase substantially on the commencement of operation at 

Chabahar Port. 

 It will improve bilateral trade with Iran — currently pegged at $16 billion — and provide an opportunity to Indians 

to avail low-cost energy for various industries in the free trade zone in Chabahar. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

MODI, PENCE DISCUSS TRADE, TERRORISM IN SINGAPORE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Modi-Pence meeting took place in Singapore on the sidelines of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

Summit and the East Asia Summit. 

 Foreign secretary Vijay Gokhale said the talks between the two were ―good‖ and ―positive‖. On the agenda were the 

importance of a free and open Indo-Pacific, defence, trade, restrictions on H-1B visas and counterterrorism 

cooperation. 
 

 
 

More about the Modi - Pence meeting: 

Trade: 

 The two countries were working towards a trade deal, 

 Trump said, referring to India-US trade negotiations, aimed at narrowing a $30 billion trade deficit. ―We‘re trying 

very hard to make better trade deals with India. But they‘re very good traders. They‘re very good negotiators. You 

would say right. The best. So we‘re working. And it‘s moving along,‖ 

 Modi pointed out to Pence that in the past two years, since Trump assumed office, US exports to India had grown 

by 50 % and ―it is perhaps one of the countries, perhaps the only one, of the top 10 countries with which the US has 

a trade deficit where the deficit has actually reduced last year and is on course to further reduce this year,‖ Gokhale 

said. 
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Defence: 

 Both sides agreed that there had been a substantial enhancement in our defence relationship, in our imports of 

equipment from the US 

 Prime Minister in particular stressed that there was a great opportunity for US in India in making defense 

equipment and setting up defense industry in India. Not only that India is a substantial market but because the way 

we are placed regionally we can become a hub for exports to the rest of the region 
 

Counter Terrorism: 

 Pence referred to the upcoming anniversary of the 2008 Mumbai attacks and lauded the counterterrorism 

cooperation between the two countries. 

 Modi reminded Pence that in one way or another all the traces and all the leads in major global terror attacks 

ultimately lead to a ―single source and single place of origin.‖ Though Modi did not refer to Pakistan, it was clear 

which country he was pointing a finger at. 

 PM Modi did point out that the mainstreaming of people involved in the Mumbai attacks in a political process 

which has taken place in the recent elections in Pakistan should be a matter of serious concern not just to the two 

countries - India and US - but to international community,‖ Gokhale said, referring to the Mumbai terror attack 

mastermind Hafiz Saeed forming a party and contesting the 25 July elections in Pakistan. 
 

H1B visa: 

 Referring to US plans to restrict the entry of Indian skilled workers into the US by cutting down on H-1B visas 

used by Indian IT workers, Modi told Pence that  - Indians when they reached the US brought along with them not 

only their talents to innovate and excel but also their democratic values.  

 ―In that context the Prime Minister therefore expressed the hope that this would be the approach that US might 

take when it looks at the whole issue of the H-1B visa, Gokhale said. 
Source:-The Hindu 

 

OPEN TO NEW DEAL WITH IRAN, SAYS TRUMP 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian Diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 US President Donald Trump has suggested that he was open to a new comprehensive deal with Iran, saying that till 

then the toughest-ever sanctions on the West Asian country that kicks off on Monday would continue. 
 

Background: 

 Trump had pulled the United States out of the 2015 Iran deal, called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), in May calling it the worst deal in history, and continues to rail against it. 
 

 

U.S. sanctions against Iran: 

 On Monday, November 5, the termination of United States participation in the Iran nuclear deal will be complete. 

with sanctions back in place. 

 The last set of sanctions lifted under the terrible nuclear deal will come back into force, including powerful 

sanctions on Iran‘s energy, shipping, and shipbuilding sectors, and sanctions targeting transactions with the 

Central Bank of Iran and sanctioned Iranian banks 

 In his presidential statement, Trump called on the regime to abandon its nuclear ambitions, change its ―destructive 

behaviour‖, respect the rights of its people, and return in good faith to the negotiating table. 

 Trump also added, Our objective is to force the regime into a clear choice: either abandon its destructive 

behaviour or continue down the path toward economic disaster. 
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 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action: 

 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, commonly known as the Iran deal, was signed on July 14, 2015 

between Iran, the U.S., China, France, Russia, the U.K., Germany and the European Union. 

 Under this deal, Iran agreed not to build any more heavy water facilities, eliminate its stockpile or medium-

enriched uranium, cut its stockpile of low-enriched uranium, and reduce the number of its gas centrifuges. 

Other nuclear facilities in Iran would have to be converted into non-nuclear facilities. 

 In return, Iran will recover assets worth $100 billion frozen in overseas banks, and sanctions on the country by 

the U.S., the U.N. and the E.U. will be lifted. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

  

IRAN IS HONOURING THE 2015 NUCLEAR DEAL, SAYS IAEA 
GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian Diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Iran has continued to implement the main nuclear restrictions set by its 2015 deal with major powers even as the 

United States reimposed sanctions against Teheran, a UN atomic watchdog report showed on Monday (Nov 12). 
 

International Atomic Energy Agency report: 

 the International Atomic Energy Agency said Iran has been abiding with key limitations set in the so-called Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

 In its last quarterly report in August, the agency also concluded Iran had stayed within key limitations set by the 

JCPOA. 

 In the latest report, the Vienna-based IAEA said the agency had access to all sites in Iran that it needed to visit and 

that inspectors confirmed Iran has kept within limits of heavy water and low-enriched uranium stockpiles. 

 The report said that as of 4 November, Iran's stockpiles of low-enriched uranium stood at 149.4kg, 10kg up from the 

time of its last report in August. However, this is still well within the limits set by the JCPOA. 
 

 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA): 

 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) known commonly as the Iran deal or Iran nuclear deal,  

 It is an international agreement on the nuclear program of Iran reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015 between Iran, 

the U.S., China, France, Russia, the U.K., Germany and the European Union. 

 Under the agreement, Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its stockpile of 

low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by about two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for 13 years. 

 For the next 15 years, Iran will only enrich uranium up to 3.67%. Iran also agreed not to build any new heavy-

water facilities for the same period of time. Uranium-enrichment activities will be limited to a single facility 

using first-generation centrifuges for 10 years. Other facilities will be converted to avoid proliferation risks. 

 To monitor and verify Iran‘s compliance with the agreement, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

will have regular access to all Iranian nuclear facilities. 

 The agreement provides that in return for verifiably abiding by its commitments, Iran will receive relief from 

U.S., European Union, and United Nations Security Council nuclear-related economic sanctions. 

 Note: The JCPOA is not a bilateral deal between Iran and the U.S.; other parties are China, France, Germany, 

Russia, the U.K., and the EU. Further, the JCPOA was unanimously supported by the United Nations Security 

Council (Resolution 2231) enabling Security Council sanctions to be lifted. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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World‘s first sovereign blue bond 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
 

 The Republic of Seychelles, an archipelagic nation consisting of 115 granite and coral islands, has launched the 

world‘s first sovereign blue bond—a pioneering financial instrument designed to support sustainable marine and 

fisheries projects. 

 The bond was announced by the country‘s Vice-President at the Our Ocean Conference in Bali on October 29. The 

business case blue bond was initially identified through support to Seychelles from the International Sustainability 

for a sovereign Unit of the UK‘s Prince Charles. 

 A World Bank team comprising experts from its treasury, legal, environmental and finance groups worked with 

investors, structured the blue bond and assisted the government in setting up a platform for channeling its proceeds. 

 ―As one of the world‘s biodiversity hotspots, Seychelles is balancing the need to both develop economically and 

protect its natural endowment. Marine resources are critical to the country‘s economic growth. After tourism, the 

fisheries sector is its most important industry, contributing significantly to annual GDP and employing 17 per cent of 

the population. Fish products make up around 95 per cent of the total value of domestic exports,‖ said an official 

statement by the World Bank. 

 ―Proceeds from the bond will include support for the expansion of marine protected areas, improved governance of 

priority fisheries and the development of the Seychelles‘ blue economy,‖ it continued. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

India and the Republic of Korea sign MoU  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The MoU was signed between India and the Republic of Korea desiring to strengthen and further develop the 

established relationship for strengthening cooperation in the field of Tourism. 

 The Republic of Korea is one of the leading tourists generating market for India from East Asia. 

  Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) from the Republic of Korea in 2017 were 1, 42, 383 and during January- 

September were 1, 08,901(provisional figure).  

 The signing of Memorandum of Understanding with Korea will be instrumental in increasing tourist arrivals from 

this source market. 
 

Objectives: 

 To expand bilateral cooperation in tourism sector 

 To increase Exchange of information and data related to tourism 

 To encourage cooperation between tourism stakeholders including Hotels and Tour Operators 

 To establish exchange programmes for cooperation in Human Resources Development 

 To encourage Investment in the Tourism and Hospitality sectors 

 To exchange visits of Tour Operators / Media / Opinion Makers for promotion of two way tourism 

 To exchange experience in the areas of promotion, marketing destination development and management 

 To encourage participation in travel fairs/exhibitions in each other‘s country 

 To promote safe, honorable and sustainable tourism 
Source:- PIB 

 

 

ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIES OF RCEP OFFER INDIA CONCESSION 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements involving India 

&/or affecting India’s interests 
 

Context: 

 Several Asian member countries of the proposed Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) have 

offered India a significant concession on the extent to which it needs to open up its markets, in a bid to encourage it  

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 November Current Affairs  

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

to join the partnership quickly, according to a diplomat from Singapore. 

 The ASEAN countries are keen to have India as part of the partnership and have made India a concessional offer of 

opening up only about 83% of its market, as compared to the original 92% that the RCEP agreement stipulated 

RCEP: 

 The RCEP is a proposed trade agreement between the 10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

countries and their six free trade agreement partners, namely Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea, and New 

Zealand. 

 The grouping would comprise 25% of global GDP, 30% of global trade, 26% of FDI flows, and 45% of the 

population. 
 

Trade with China: 

 Opening up its market to China has been India‘s main concern about joining RCEP, 

 However the RCEP allows for bilateral agreements also to be made so India can perhaps open up to China gradually 

and not in one go. 

 India has achieved some success regarding some of its other concerns, such as getting the other RCEP countries to 

liberalise their services markets and allow for a more free movement of service sector professionals. 
 

Year - End: 

 India‘s refusal to part-conclude a mega trade deal that it is negotiating with 15 countries, including China and the 10 

members of the ASEAN group, this year, is getting support from a handful of nations. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi may not sign a joint statement being promoted by many member countries that could 

commit India to a pact by the year-end. 

 At the Auckland round, while India was initially alone in opposing a pact by the year-end, eventually some members, 

including Vietnam, the Philippines and Malaysia joined in, and said that things were not ripe enough.  

 At the Singapore Summit, Prime Minister Modi will now hopefully not be under pressure to commit to agree to a 

package agreement by the year-end. 

 With the general elections scheduled next year, a deal that could make Indian industry and farmers more vulnerable, 

especially due to the rise in competition from China, may not go down well with the electorate. 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP): 

 RCEP is the proposed mega-regional Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between 16 Asia-Pacific 

countries. 

 It includes India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and the 10-member 

ASEAN bloc. 

 The RCEP negotiation process had started in 2013 and is unlikely to be concluded by the end 

of 2016. 

 The proposed FTA aims to open up trade in goods and services as well as liberalise investment 

policies. 

 It will cover a market of over 3 billion people in these 16 countries — whose total combined 

GDP is more than $17 trillion and collectively account for 40% of world trade. 

 Negotiations on the RCEP have entered a decisive phase. 
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Source:- The Hindu 
 

MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS WITH 

MOROCCO 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the Agreement between India and Morocco on 

Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters. 

India and Morocco - Relation: 
 Ties of India and African countries are from pre-independence era. India and Morocco have enjoyed cordial and 

friendly relations and over the years bilateral relations have witnessed significant depth and growth.  

 Both nations are part of the Non-Aligned Movement.  

 In the United Nations, India supported the decolonization of Morocco and the Moroccan freedom movement.  

 India recognized Morocco on June 20, 1956 and established relations in 1957.  

 India believes in the necessity of enhancing the domain of mutual co-operation with Morocco and realizing the 

importance of broadening the aspects of cooperation between both the countries in Civil and Commercial Matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why India should join RCEP? 

 Allows India to diversify markets in Southeast Asian countries and garnering benefits of 

common FTA over the whole region 

 Enable India to become a member of global production networks by scattering the production 

chains in different countries 

 Lenient time limits for attaining labour and environmental standards along with provision of 

protecting small industries would allow India to secure domestic interests 

 Joining the bloc will give boost to ‗Act east policy‘ and would acts as shield against losses due 

to Trans Pacific Partners 

 

Why India shouldn‘t join RCEP 

 Study by Commerce Ministry indicates that it can lead to a revenue loss of 1.6% of the GDP 

 Joining the bloc can result in cheaper imports from China as China offers low price and better 

quality 

 Competition with Indonesia and Philippines can reduce the benefits of service trade within the 

bloc 

 Domestic issues may arise due to such alliance such as harm domestic manufacturing, leather 

industry etc. 

 Ambiguity in the definition of balanced outcome with respect to downscaling of tariffs 

 15 Asia-Pacific nations including India fear that China may dump its excess capacity in several 

items including steel, as well as highly subsidised items which may harm local industry of 

importing countries and distort trade. 
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Salient Features of Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters: 

 Service of summons and other judicial documents or processes; 

 taking of evidence in civil matters; 

 production, identification or examination of documents, recordings; 

 The execution of a Letter of Request for taking of evidence in civil matters 

 Recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards. 
 

Benefits: 

 The Agreement will be beneficial for the citizens of both the countries.  

 It will also fulfill the desire of both the countries to strengthen the bonds of friendship and fruitful cooperation in the 

Civil and Commercial matters, which is the spirit, essence and language of the agreement. 

 This agreement between India and Morocco will enhance co-operation in the service of summons, judicial 

documents, letters of request and the execution of judgments decrees and arbitral awards. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

NO TALKS ON ROHINGYA AT MYANMAR MEETING 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

 India and Myanmar held a 22nd National Level Meeting from from 25to 26 October, 2018. 
 

Major highlights of the meeting: 

 Both sides agreed to take action against insurgent groups operating within their territories. 

 The two countries agreed on providing security cooperation along and facilitating movement of people and trade 

across the international border 

 To cooperate to prevent smuggling of wildlife and narcotic drugs.  

 To strengthen cooperation in international border management, including construction of subsidiary pillars to 

better demarcate the border. 

 The two country discussed progress of India-Mayanmar transport connectivity projects during the meeting between 

Union Minister Shipping, Road Transport, Highways minister Nitin Gadkari and Myanmar Minister for 

Communication and Transport U Thant Sin Maung. 

 Discussions were also held on the present status of the projects and upgradation of Kalewa-Yagyi stretch of the 

India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway and Imphal-Mandalay bus service was also discussed. 
 

India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway : 

 The India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral Highway is highway under construction under India‘s 

Act East policy that will connect Moreh, India with Mae Sot, Thailand via Myanmar. 

 India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway (TH) is likely to be operational by December 

2019. 

 Work on the 1,000 km-long India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway officially 

started with the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) signing an agreement with a 

joint-venture (JV) between Punj Lloyd and Varaha Infra to upgrade the Yagyi-Kalewa section 

of the India-Myanmar Friendship Road in Myanmar. 

 The highway is expected to boost trade and commerce in ASEAN–India Free Trade Area, as 

well as with rest of Southeast Asia. 

 Meanwhile, India plans to extend road connectivity to the entire CLMV (Cambodia, Laos, 

Myanmar and Vietnam) region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=highways+minister
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=highways+minister
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=highways+minister
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=minister+for+communication
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=minister+for+communication
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SIGNIFICANCE: 

 It will help improve connectivity between India‘s remote Northeastern part and Southeast Asia. 

 the lack of physical connectivity with Southeast Asia has been an Achilles‘ heel in India‘s 

―Act-East Policy.‖ 

 The trilateral highway will improve India‘s connectivity with Myanmar and Thailand, and in 

the future there are plans to connect it with pre-existing roads and take it all the way to 

Vietnam. 

 the construction of this road, which started as the India-Myanmar friendship road way back in 

2001, the recent non-attendance by India at China‘s Belt and Road Forum in Beijing seems to 

have injected a new measure of earnestness among Indian policy planners when it comes to 

executing such road projects. 

 Northeast India has been lagging behind other parts of the country when it comes to 

infrastructure. When completed, the IMT highway will also give easy access to the 

Northeastern states to the sea (via Myanmar). 
 

 To enhance connectivity both countries have showed interest to sign a bilateral Motor Vehicles Agreement 

for seamless movement of cargo and passenger. 

 The draft of the agreement is under discussion. 
 
 

Major Discontent about Meeting: 

 India did not discuss the deportation of the Rohingya with Myanmar 

 An official of the Ministry of External Affairs, present at the meeting, confirmed that the issue was not on the 

agenda. ―The issue was not discussed as a mechanism exists to deport illegal migrants. 

 Though the exact number of Rohingya in India is not known, as per the Centre‘s estimate, there are around 40,000 

of them here, including 5,700 in Jammu. Only 16,000 are said to be registered with the United Nations.  

 Recently, seven Rohingya, who were caught in Assam in 2012, were sent to Myanmar after the latter verified their 

credentials,‖ the official said. 

 Indian Government has described illegal Rohingya immigrants as posing a national security threat . 

 Along with security issue, it may lead to political, governance and economic problems in the 

country. 
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  ROHINGYAS: 

 Rohingyas are indigenous to Rakhine state (also known as Arakan) in Myanmar settled since the 15th 

century. 

 Collectively they fall under the Muslim Indo-Aryans, a mixture of pre-colonial and colonial immigrations. 

 However, according to Myanmar government, they are illegal immigrants migrated to Rakhine following 

Burmese independence and Bangladesh liberation war. 

 They are victims of an organized genocide and are one of the world‘s most persecuted minorities. 

 The population of Rohingyas was around 1.1 to 1.3 million before the 2015 crisis. 

 The crisis received international attention followed to Rakhine state riot in 2012, Rohingya crisis in 2015 and 

2016-17 military crackdown. 

 At present 40000 Rohingyas have their second home in India. 

 

 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

INDIA TO JOIN AFGHANISTAN PEACE TALKS TODAY 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Moscow-format meeting on Afghanistan will be held on November 9 and representatives of the Afghan 

Taliban radical movement will take part in it 

 This is for the second time Russia is attempting to bring regional powers together while discovering ways for 

establishing peace in war-torn Afghanistan. 

 India on Thursday said it will participate in the meeting being hosted by Russia on Afghanistan at a "non-official 

level" in Moscow where representatives of the Taliban will be present. 
 

Background: 

 The first such meeting, proposed for September 4 this year, was called off at the last moment after the Afghan 

government pulled out, describing its involvement in the Moscow meeting as ―unnecessary‖ as the Taliban had 

―disrespected internationally-sanctioned principles and rejected the message of peace and direct negotiations.‖  

 According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, invitations to take part in the event had been sent to Afghanistan, 

India, Iran, China, Pakistan, the US and five Central Asian Republics. 
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 The meeting comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks on a host 

of global issues. 

 Both sides had called upon the international community to join efforts to thwart any external interference 

in Afghanistan, to restore its economy, contribute to sustaining peace and security, economic and political 

development of a stable, secure, united, prosperous and independent Afghanistan. 

 India and Russia had resolved to direct their activities towards launching joint development and capacity 

building projects in Afghanistan. 
 

Moscow Format: 

 The talks, known as the ―Moscow format‖ will include a ―high-level‖ delegation from the Taliban as well as a 

delegation of Afghanistan‘s ―High Peace Council‖, along with representatives of 12 countries 

 First time an Indian delegation has been present at the table with the Taliban representatives based in Doha. 

 India supports all efforts at peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan that will preserve unity and plurality, 

and bring security, stability and prosperity to the country.  

 India‘s consistent policy has been that such efforts should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and Afghan-

controlled and with participation of the Government of Afghanistan,‖ said MEA spokesperson Raveesh 

Kumar. 

 On Thursday, the United States said it would send representatives from its embassy in Moscow to the talks; 

Pakistan is also expected to send a representative. 
 

Significant shift: 

 India has in the past declined to participate in the Moscow format with the Taliban unless the Afghan government 

participated. 

 Analysts see the Modi government‘s decision as a significant marker in the Afghan dialogue process 

 Government officials said the decision was the outcome of ―close discussions with the Afghanistan government,‖ 

and it was felt necessary for India to have a ―presence‖ there. 
Source:- The Hindu 

BBC LAUNCHES FAKE NEWS FIGHT-BACK WITH GLOBAL CAMPAIGN 
 

GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has devised a new campaign that is aimed at fighting back against 

disinformation and fake news with a major focus on global media literacy, including workshops and debates in countries like 

India. 
 

More on news 

 The Beyond Fake News project, which officially launches on Monday, will include panel debates in India and 

Kenya, hackathons exploring tech solutions, and a special season of programming across the BBC‘s networks in 

India, Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe, the US and Central America. 

 The Beyond Fake News media literacy programme has already begun delivering workshops in India and Kenya, 

drawing on work to tackle disinformation in the UK, where digital literacy workshops have also been delivered to 

schools across the country. 
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 The BBC has also conducted wide-ranging research into how and why disinformation is shared after users gave its 

researchers unprecedented access to their encrypted messaging apps in India, Kenya, and Nigeria. The complete 

findings of the research will be made public next week to coincide with the launch of the Beyond Fake News Season. 

 The season will include ‗Fake Me‘, a documentary revealing how far young people will go in pursuit of social media 

perfection. 

 There will also be reports on Russia‘s disinformation campaign, how Facebook is being exploited in the Philippines 

to spread false information, and a debate with some of the world‘s big tech firms on what role they play in stemming 

the spread of ―fake news‖. 

 The BBC said its new season brings stories from across the world on TV, radio and online, drawing on the expertise 

of its international network of journalists. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

SIMBEX 18 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The 25th edition of SIMBEX, an acronym for ―Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise‖ is scheduled from 10th 

to 21st November 2018 off Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal. 

 Bilateral cooperation between Singapore and India was first formalised when RSN ships began training with the 

Indian Navy in 1994. 

 Complementing India‘s ‗Act-East Policy, there have been a number of agreements and high level visits in the recent 

past between the two countries. 

 The 2018 edition marks the Silver Jubilee of SIMBEX.  

 SIMBEX 2018 will be the largest edition since 1994 in terms of scale and complexity. 
Source:- PIB 

 

 

 

SAUDI IN TALKS TO CUT CRUDE OUTPUT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Saudi Arabia is discussing a proposal that could see OPEC and non-OPEC oil producers cut output by up to 1 

million barrels per day (bpd), two sources told , as the world‘s top oil exporter grapples with a drop in crude prices. 

 The sources said any such deal would depend on factors, including the level of Iranian exports after the U.S. 

imposed sanctions on Tehran. 
 

Oil Price: 

1. U.S. granted Iran‘s top oil buyers waivers to continue buying oil. Riyadh was surprised by the waivers granted to 

customers such as China and India, a move which hit oil prices, at least three industry and OPEC sources told 

Reuters. 

 Brent crude on Friday fell 47 cents, or 0.7 percent, to settle at $70.18 a barrel. It lost about 3.6 percent on 

the week and has shed more than 15 percent this quarter.  
 

Reduction in  Crude output: 

 OPEC and non-OPEC producers agreed to curb output by around 1.8 million bpd. 

 But producers ended up cutting more - partly due to unexpected outages in Venezuela, Libya and Angola - and so 

agreed in June to limit cuts to the agreed level, meaning restoring about 1 million bpd in output. 

 OPEC and its allies will meet in Vienna on Dec. 6-7 to decide on output policy for 2019. 
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Background: 

 Washington gave 180-day waivers to eight Iranian oil buyers - China, India, South Korea, Japan, Italy, Greece, 

Taiwan and Turkey. This group takes as much as three-quarters of Iran's seaborne oil exports, trade data shows. 

 The U.S. administration has vowed to reduce Iranian oil exports to zero and U.S. President Donald Trump has put 

pressure on Saudi Arabia to raise output to cool the market. 

 Iran's crude exports could fall to little more than 1 million bpd in November, roughly a third of their mid-2018 peak.  

But traders and analysts say that figure could rise from December as importers use their waivers. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

India joining as Member of Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme 

under International Energy Agency  
GS PAPER -02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

The union cabinet chaired by the prime minister shri narendra modi has been apprised of india joining as member of 

advanced motor fuels technology collaboration programme (amf tcp)under international energy agency (iea) on 9
th
may, 

2018.  Amf tcp works under the framework of international energy agency (iea) to which india has "association" status since 

30
th
march, 2017. 

 

Details: 
 The primary goal of joining AMF TCP by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoP&NG) is to facilitate the 

market introduction of Advanced motor fuels/ Alternate fuels with an aim to bring down emissions and achieve 

higher fuel efficiency in transport sector. AMF TCP also provides an opportunity for fuel analysis, identifying new/ 

alternate fuels for deployment in transport sector and allied R&D activities for reduction in emissions in fuel 

intensive sectors. 

 The R&D work in AMF TCP is carried out within individual projects called "Annex". Over the years, more than 50 

Annexes have been initiated in AMF TCP and a number of fuels have been covered in previous Annexes such as 

reformulatedfuels (gasoline & diesel), biofuels (ethanol, biodiesel etc.), synthetic fuels (methanol, Fischer- Tropsch, 

DME etc.) and gaseous fuels. R&D Institutions of Public sector Oil Marketing companies and Automobile Testing 

Agencies such as ARAI, CIRT, ICAT etc. have State-of-the-art facilities and resources will also be a contributor to 

the Annex(s) participated by MoP&NG. 

 Prime Minister at UrjaSangam, 2015 had directed to reduce the import in energy sector by at least 10% by 

2022.  Subsequently, MoP&NG has come up with a detailed action plan wherein Biofuels, Advanced/ alternate fuels 

and fuel efficiency play a major role.  

 Association with AMF TCP will help MoP&NG in furthering its efforts in identification & deployment of suitable 

fuels for transport sector in respect of higher efficiency and lesser emissions. 

 Government of India has recently notified National Policy on Biofuels-2018 which focusses on giving impetus to 

R&D in field of advanced biofuels such as 2G Ethanol, Bio-CNG, biomethanol, Drop-in fuels, DME etc. These 

advanced fuels can be produced from various kind of wastes such as crop residues, Municipal solid waste, Industrial 

waste, waste gases, Food waste, plastic etc. Though some of these advanced biofuels have successfully been 

deployed in few countries, India is still awaiting its deployment in transport sector. 

  These advanced fuels are presently in their early stages of development in our Country and necessitate extensive 

R&D for making these fuels a viable option for meeting our energy needs. Association with AMF will help 

MoP&NG in identifying advanced biofuels suitable for deployment in transport sector in near future. In such cases, 

experience of member countries in deploying advanced biofuels will be an additional benefit for MoP&NG. 
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 The benefits of participation in AMF TCP are shared costs and pooled technical resources. The duplication of efforts 

is avoided and national Research and Development capabilities are strengthened. There is an information exchange 

about best practices, network of researchers and linking research with practical implementation. After becoming 

member, India will initiate R&D in other areas of its interest in advanced biofuels and other motor fuels in view of 

their crucial role in substituting fossil fuel imports. 

 Background: 

 AMF TCP is an international platform for co-operation among countries to promote cleaner and more energy 

efficient fuels & vehicle technologies. The activities of AMF TCP relate to R&D, deployment and dissemination of 

Advanced Motor Fuels and looks upon the transport fuel issues in a systemic way taking into account the production, 

distribution and end use related aspects. 

 Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Government of India has joined AMF TCP as its 16
th
 member on 9

th
 May, 

2018. The other member Countries of AMF TCP are USA, China, Japan, Canada, Chile, Israel, Germany, Austria, 

Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Spain, Republic of Korea, Switzerland and Thailand. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

FOUR CORNERS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements involving India 

&/or affecting India’s interests 
 

Context: 

 Officials from the ‗Quadrilateral‘ grouping of India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. are scheduled to meet in Singapore 

on 14th November, 2018. 

 Experts believe that their challenge will be to accurately describe their common agenda. 

 The Quad is billed as four democracies with a shared objective to ensure and support a ―free, open and prosperous‖ 

Indo-Pacific region. 

 The four countries are expected to talk about regional developments, including elections in the Maldives, the collapse 

of the government in Sri Lanka and the latest developments in North Korea. 
 

 

Challenges: 

 Despite the potential for cooperation, the Quad remains a mechanism without a defined strategic mission.  

 Even a common definition of the geographical area encompassed has yet to be found. While Washington sees the 

U.S. and India as ―bookends‖ of the Indo-Pacific, India and Japan have included the oceans up to Africa in their 

definition. 

 In 2007, when the grouping was first formed following cooperation after the 2004 tsunami, the idea was to 

better coordinate maritime capabilities for disaster situations 

 When revived in 2017, the grouping seemed to have become a counter to China‘s growing inroads into the 

region 

 The entire focus on the Indo-Pacific makes the Quad a maritime, rather than land-based, grouping, raising questions 

whether the cooperation extends to the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian regions 

 Even on maritime exercises, there is a lack of concurrence 

 Difference between members: 

 India has not admitted Australia in the Malabar exercises with the U.S. and Japan, despite requests from 

Canberra, and has also resisted raising the level of talks from an official to the political level 

  India is the only member not in a treaty alliance with the other Quad countries 

Remarks: 

 The outcome of the third round in Singapore will be judged by the ability of the group to issue a joint declaration, 

which eluded it in the first and second rounds. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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NO PLANS TO GIVE INDIA MFN STATUS: PAKISTAN 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

 Pakistan has "no immediate plans" to grant Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status to India, a senior aide to Prime 

Minister Imran Khan has said, amid the chill in bilateral ties.  

 Pakistan is yet to award the MFN status to India and it maintains a negative list of 1,209 items which are not 

permitted to be imported from India.  

 India has already granted this status to all WTO members, including Pakistan. 

 As per a World Trade Organisation rule, every member of WTO is required to accord this status to other 

member countries.  

 

Most favoured Nation: 

 The MFN principle of the WTO states that each of the WTO member countries should ―treat all the other 

members equally as ‗most-favoured‘ trading partners.‖ 

 It leads to equal treatment amongst countries and ensures a more stable, predictable, reliable and competitive 

international trade. 

 MFN status is very desirable between trading partners because it allows each country the greatest access into 

the other‘s domestic markets without the hindrances of tariffs or quotas. That means it receives the lowest 

tariffs, the fewest trade barriers, and the highest import quotas (or none at all). It reduces the ill effects of trade 

protectionism. 

  In general, MFN means that every time a country lowers a trade barrier or opens up a market, it has to do so 

for the same goods or services from all its trading partners — whether rich or poor, weak or strong. 

 Some exceptions are allowed. For example, countries can set up a free trade agreement that applies only to 

goods traded within the group —   discriminating against goods from outside. Or they can give developing 

countries special access to their markets. Or a country can raise barriers against products that are considered to 

be traded unfairly from specific countries. And in services, countries are allowed, in limited circumstances, to 

discriminate. But the agreements only permit these exceptions under strict conditions. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

PM FAVOURS INCLUSIVE INDO-PACIFIC REGION 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

India was committed to a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Thursday as 

he called for enhancing multilateral cooperation, economic and cultural ties among member nations at the 13th East Asia 

Summit in Singapore. 
 

More about the news: 

 Prime Minister Modi reiterated India‘s vision of a peaceful, open and inclusive Indo Pacific region, strengthening 

maritime cooperation and commitment to a balanced Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact 

 Thoughts on enhancing multilateral cooperation, economic and cultural ties among member nations were shared at the 

East Asia Summit in Singapore. 
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East Asia Summit: 

 The East Asia Summit is a unique Leaders-led forum of 18 countries of the Asia-Pacific region formed to 

further the objectives of regional peace, security and prosperity. It has evolved as a forum for strategic dialogue 

and cooperation on political, security and economic issues of common regional concern and plays an important 

role in the regional architecture. 

 Established in 2005, EAS allows the principal players in the Asia-Pacific region to discuss issues of common 

interest and concern, in an open and transparent manner, at the highest level. 

 East Asian summit is an initiative of ASEAN and is based on the premise of the centrally of ASEAN. 

 Members: EAS consists of  10 ASEAN Member States (i.e. Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 

PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam), Australia, China, India, Japan, 

New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation and the USA. EAS is an initiative of ASEAN and is 

based on the premise of the centrality of ASEAN. 

 Goals: 

 There are six priority areas of regional cooperation within the framework of the EAS.  

 These are – Environment and Energy, Education, Finance, Global Health Issues and Pandemic 

Diseases, Natural Disaster Management, and ASEAN Connectivity.  

 India endorses regional collaboration in all six priority areas.  
 

 

 

RCEP: 

 The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that aims to cover goods, services, 

investments, economic and technical cooperation, competition, dispute settlement and intellectual property 

rights. 

 The main idea of RCEP is to integrate the Asean and non-Asean economies of the Asia-Pacific region which 

have several existing free trade pacts amongst themselves with varied rules of trade that are open to multiple 

interpretations. This adds to the cost of compliance and impedes rather than helps intra-regional trade in the 

Asia-Pacific. 

 Members:- The 16-member bloc RCEP comprises 10 Asean members (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Laos and Vietnam) and their six free trade 

agreement partners -- India, China, Japan, Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

VIETNAM OPPOSES MILITARY ALLIANCES IN REGION: ENVOY 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Vietnam has an ―ambivalent‖ position on the Quad grouping comprising India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S., 

Ambassador Pham Sanh Chau said.  

 It was expressed that, while Vietnam welcomed any country‘s initiative to preserve freedom of navigation and 

overflight in the region, it was opposed to any military alliance that could undermine regional peace and security. 

 It was asserted that Vietnam will not join any alliance in order to fight any third country. 
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Background: 

 In November last year, India, the US, Australia and Japan gave shape to the long-pending "Quad" Coalition to 

develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-Pacific free of any influence.  

 The move was seen as an effort to contain China's growing influence in the Indo-Pacific region. The US has been 

pushing for a greater role for India in the Indo-Pacific which is seen by many countries as an effort to contain China's 

growing clout in the region.  

 India is known to be reluctant in giving military shape to "Quad".  
 

India‘s stand: 

 The Quad countries agreed to ―strengthening connectivity and quality infrastructure‖ in the region according to 

principles of sovereignty and economic viability.  

 While India and Japan are already cooperating on a number of projects in South Asia, which are seen as a counter to 

projects China is planning under the Belt and Road Initiative, there are as yet no ‗Quad‘ level projects. 

 They agreed to partner with other countries and forums in the region to promote a free, open, rules-based and 

inclusive order in the Indo-Pacific that fosters trust and confidence, 

  The MEA said in the statement. That suggests that the Quadrilateral would not be an exclusive grouping on 

maritime security in the region. with the ministry stressing ―ASEAN centrality as the cornerstone of a free, open and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific.‖ 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SEARCHING FOR AN ELUSIVE PEACE [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies & politics of developed & developing countries on 

India’s interests 
 

 

Introduction: 

 Russia hosted a regional conference on Afghanistan to nudge the reconciliation process between the Taliban and the 

Afghan authorities 

 Representatives from Afghanistan, China, Pakistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan, the U.S. and India were also present at the meeting, making it the first time that all stakeholders were 

present in the same room 

 The Taliban were represented by their political council chief 

 With this meeting, Russia has sent a clear signal that it is back in the game in Afghanistan 
 
 

Reconciliation of Taliban: 

 The idea of reconciliation with the Taliban has been around for over a decade 

 As the Taliban insurgency grew 2005 onwards, the British, deployed in Helmand, soon found merit in doing side 

deals with local Taliban commanders by turning a blind eye to opium production in the area 

 With the help of the Germans and the Norwegians, they began to persuade the U.S. to work for a political outcome 

 After being elected in 2008, President Barack Obama ordered a full-scale review of the U.S.‘s Afghanistan policy 
 
 

Operation Enduring freedom: 

 Operation Enduring Freedom formally ended in December 2014, handing over primary responsibility for combat 

operations to the Afghan security forces even as the insurgency gained ground 

 Coming to power in 2014 after a bitterly contested election, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani moved to improve 

relations with Pakistan, even calling on then Army Chief, Gen. Raheel Sharif, at the GHQ, to push for reconciliation 

 In December 2015, Russia publicly acknowledged that it had ―communication channels with the Taliban for the 

exchange of information‖ and ―a shared interest with the Taliban to counter the threat posed by the IS‖ 
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Quadrilateral Coordination Group:  

 A new initiative (Quadrilateral Coordination Group) involving the U.S., China, Pakistan and Afghanistan was 

launched in January 2016 

 After a couple of meetings, there was a roadmap; Pakistan was to use its influence to get the Taliban to the negotiating 

table 

 Hopes were dashed when the Taliban demanded exit of foreign troops, release of detainees from Guantanamo, and 

removal of its leaders from international blacklists. Frustrated with Pakistan‘s inability to get Mullah Mansour to fall 

in line, the U.S. eliminated him in a drone strike in May 2016 in Balochistan. Maulvi Haibatullah was appointed as his 

successor. 
 

 

Taliban -  growing: 

 oday, the Afghan government controls barely half the country, with one-sixth under Taliban control and the rest 

contested 

 Most significant is the ongoing depletion in the Afghan security forces because of casualties, desertions and a growing 

reluctance to join. U.S. President Donald Trump‘s South Asia policy announced last August 

 The policy aimed at breaking the military stalemate by expanding the U.S. and NATO presence, putting Pakistan on 

notice and strengthening Afghan capabilities has clearly failed 
 

 

Remarks: 

 Since July 2011, when the former President and Chair of the HPC, Burhanuddin Rabbani, visited Delhi, India has 

supported an ‗Afghan-led and Afghan-owned‘ peace process. 

 Last month, during Russian President Vladimir Putin‘s India visit, both countries expressed their commitment to the 

Moscow Format. 

 India doesn‘t have the leverage to play spoiler but its presence is recognition that its economic cooperation 

programmes make it the most widely accepted development partner. 

 Pragmatism dictates that India remain engaged with the multiple processes underway.  

 Peace remains elusive but India‘s engagement demonstrates commitment to the idea of a stable, independent and 

peaceful Afghanistan. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

9TH SESSION OF THE INDIA - KYRGYZ 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The 9th Session of the India-Kyrgyz Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation (IK-IGC) was held on 15-16 November, 2018 in New Delhi. 

 The parties agreed to hold the tenth meeting of the Kyrgyz-Indian inter-governmental Commission on Trade-

Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. 
 

Out come: 

 India and Kyrgyzstan have identified potential sectors where both sides may engage in areas like healthcare and 

pharmaceutical, environmental and technical safety, agriculture, information, tourism and culture, textiles and 

clothing, banking, labor and social development, mines and standards, metrology and certification sector. 

 Both sides agreed to hold business to business forums between Kyrgyz and Indian companies as well as the exchange 

of business and commercial information and search for partners. 

 Kyrgyz side proposed to consider the creation of joint food and food processing ventures for agriculture and meat 

product for export to the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) markets. 

 It requested India to assist in incubation methods and breeding of freshwater fish, fish disease prophylactic treatment, 

primary processing and storage of fish and fish products, creation of electronic data base for the pastures, monitoring, 

assessment and conducting of remote sensing of mountainous pastures including geo-information system. 
Source:- PIB 
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U.S., EUROPE FIRMS LOOKING AT INDIA AS ALTERNATIVE TO CHINA 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests and Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Companies in the U.S. and Europe are looking at long-term options to build supply chain capabilities in India as an 

alternative to China.  

 China is now seen as not as cost competitive as it was in the past. 
 

Opportunity of India: 

 U.S. and European firms are looking at options away from China is an opportunity for India. 

 The other option they are looking at is to create a manufacturing hub in India, recreating what they did in China in 

the past. These are the two ways that foreign trade could potentially benefit India. 

 Now, India surely is in a good position to take advantage of this, though the scale is a challenge for us to match 

China. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 
 

ARMY SELECTS RUSSIAN IGLA-S MISSILE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 After major deals to sell the S-400 system as well as naval warships to India, Russia is set to bag a $1.5-billion 

contract for air defence missiles, even though the shadow of financial sanctions by the US for weapons purchased 

from Moscow still looms.  

 Russian Igla-S system has been confirmed as the lowest bidder for a mega deal to procure shoulder fired anti-

aircraft missiles for the Indian Army in a meeting held on 19 November 2018.  

 The Russian bid for $1.5 billion considerably undercut offers by France and Sweden and is believed to be even 

lower than the benchmark price of $2 billion that was estimated by the Indian side.  
 

Vshorad: 

 The process to procure Very Short Range Air Defence (Vshorad) missiles was initiated in 2010, went through 

several rounds of trails before the Igla-S qualified in January, along with two other competitors.  

  The Vshorad programme to replace the Russian Igla-M systems that have been used by the Army since the 1980s 

is considered critical for defence against incoming helicopters, UAVs and ground attack aircraft.  

 While there were four bidders initially, the Koreans did not make it but the Swedish SAAB RBS70 NG, and 

MBDA‘s Mistral were found compliant, besides the Russian system.  
 

Complaints by Competitors: 

 The competitors, raised several objections on the Russian system, alleging that it did not demonstrate low-level 

target hits in desert environments in summer and failed to lock into targets at long distance.  

 The allegations were examined by independent monitors at the defence ministry, but a decision was taken to go 

ahead with the opening of commercial tenders in which Russia has emerged the winner.  
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

INDIA, RUSSIA TO BUILD STEALTH FRIGATES 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 India on Tuesday signed a $500 million deal with Russia to locally manufacture two stealth frigates with technology 

transfer.  
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More about the news: 

 The pact for construction of the two 4,000-tonne Grigorivich or Talwar-class frigates, which was inked between 

defence shipyard Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL) and Russia's state-run defence export arm Rosoboronexport, is part of 

the umbrella agreement to acquire four such warships for the Indian Navy. 

 GSL is expected to deliver the first frigate in 2026 and the second a year later, a second official added. 

 Frigates will be armed with the BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, apart from other weapon systems and sensors.  
 

Background: 

 On October 23 had inked the over Rs 8,000 crore contract with Rosoboronexport for the first two frigates, which are 

lying half-constructed at the Russian Yantar Shipyard Kaliningrad and are expected to be delivered to the Indian 

Navy by 2022-23. 

 India inked an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) with Russia for the four frigates in 2016. 

  The Indian Navy currently operates six such stealth frigates - three Talwar class and three Teg class which were 

bought from Russia and inducted between 2003 and 2013. 
 

Analysis:  

 The frigate deal comes a month-and-a-half after India signed a Rs 39,000-crore deal with Russia for the supply of 

Russian S-400 Triumf air defence missile systems to India, brushing aside Washington‘s concerns about the 

purchase.  

 Both the S-400 and the frigate deal are likely to be affected by the US sanctions legislation if India is unable to 

secure a waiver. 

 Despite the threat of financial sanctions from Washington, New delhi  signalled it will continue to have expansive 

defence collaboration with Moscow. 

 India is in talks with the US to secure a waiver from the Countering America‘s Adversaries through Sanctions Act 

(Caatsa), arguing that its military is heavily dependent on Russian equipment and the two countries share a unique, 

time-tested relationship. 

 Simultaneously India is  exploring ways to bypass the US sanctions including an alternative payment route for 

Russian equipment. 
 

 

CAATSA: 

 The Countering America‘s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), aims at taking punitive measures 

against Russia, Iran, and North Korea. 

 The Act primarily deals with sanctions on the Russian oil and gas industry, defence and security sector, and 

financial institutions, in the backdrop of its military intervention in Ukraine and its alleged meddling in the 

2016 US presidential elections. 

 The Act empowers the US President to impose at least five of 12 listed sanctions enumerated in Section 235 

on persons engaged in a ―significant transaction‖ with the Russian defence and intelligence sectors. 

 The State Department has notified 39 Russian entities including almost all major Russian defence 

manufacturing and export companies/entities. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 
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EU STRATEGY PAPER TO STRENGTHEN TIES WITH INDIA 
GS PAPER  - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The European Union on Wednesday unveiled a ‗strategy paper‘ to scale up ties with India in a plethora of areas 

like investment, infrastructure, defence, security and counter-terrorism, and proposed a military-to-military 

cooperation in the Indian Ocean. 

 on Monday, November 20, the European Commission‘s high representative of the union for foreign affairs and 

security, Federica Mogherini, released a ―joint communication‖ to the European parliament and the council on 

―elements for an EU strategy on India‖. 

 Launching the strategy document, the European Union ambassador to India Tomasz Kozlowski said, ―India is on 

the top of the agenda of the EU in the field of external relations… this strategy paper reflects that EU has taken 

India‘s priorities very seriously. 
 
 

WHY THE EU NEEDS TO WORK CLOSER WITH INDIA?  

 India, expected to become the most populous country in the world, could turn into a global growth engine, 

supporting job creation and investment objectives. 

 Balanced trade between the eu and india, the fastest-growing large economy, was worth 

€115 billion in 2017. 

 India is an important partner in implementing the eu‘s strategy on connecting europe and asia and its security 

policy engagement in the region. 

 The eu-india clean energy and climate partnership will contribute to reducing global resource pressure and 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

How EU wants to Partnership with India: 

1.   MODERNISATION  

a.  Investment in India‘s sustainable modernisation. New business opportunities. 

b.  Enhanced connectivity and data protection. Sustainable urbanisation. 

2.  CLIMATE CHANGE: 

a. Implementation of the Paris Agreement and adoption of global biodiversity framework in 2020. 

b. Development of more efficient renewable energy sources. 

i. The EU is set to join the International Solar Alliance as a partner by the year-end. 

3.  TRADE & INVESTMENT: 
a. In 2017, the EU was India‘s largest trading partner, while India was the EU‘s ninth largest trading partner. 

b. The ongoing talks on a long-pending broad-based trade & investment agreement (BTIA) is also 

mentioned in the strategy paper, with the European Commission asserting that the final text should be 

Balanced, ambitious and mutually beneficial.  

c. Sound, transparent, non- discriminatory regulatory and business environment in India. 

4.  INNOVATION: 

a.  More people-to-people exchanges, utilising societal diversity. 

b. Cooperation on education and skills, mutual recognition of qualifications, mobility of talent. Innovation 

initiatives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 November Current Affairs  

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

To Strengthened Political Partnership:  

1.  REINFORCING COOPERATION ON FOREIGN POLICY: 
○  Coordinating on the most relevant foreign policy issues. 

○ Upgrade the yearly dialogue between the high representative/vice president of the EU and the Indian 

minister for external affairs to a regular strategic dialogue. 

○ Working for stability and security in the overlapping neighbourhoods 

○ Establish regular bilateral, as well as trilateral dialogues on/with Africa, to discuss security, economic 

issues, as well as connectivity. 

○ Intensify dialogue on Afghanistan and Central Asia in the appropriate settings. 

2.  PROMOTING EFFECTIVE MULTILATERALISM: 
○  Promoting the rules-based global order and trading system. 

○  Improving coordination in the United Nations, World Trade Organisation and G20. 

○  Working on strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive global growth. 

3.  DEVELOPING SECURITY AND DEFENCE COOPERATION: 
○ The strategy envisages cooperation to counter-terrorism, online radicalisation and terror financing. 

○ Development of a platform for joint threat assessments and closer coordination at UN and Financial 

Action Task Force.  

○ It also proposes the two sides to join forces to ―consolidate the rules-based global order, based on 

multilateralism with the UN and WTO at its core‖. 

○  Exchanging expertise on maritime and cyber security, non-proliferation / disarmament and hybrid threats 

○  Military relations via personnel exchanges and trainings. 

○ The strategy also calls for the two sides to help build the capacity of Indian Ocean and East African 

nations. 

4.  BUILDING ON COMMON VALUES AND OBJECTIVES: 
○  Promoting gender equality and women‘s empowerment, human rights and democracy, and the inclusion 

of young people. 

○ Coordinating on humanitarian and disaster relief operations.  

○ Delivering the UN Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2030.  

 
Source:- Indian Express 

 
 

US SUSPENDS $1.66 BILLION SECURITY AID TO PAKISTAN 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 
The US has suspended USD 1.66 billion in security assistance to Pakistan after President Donald Trump‘s directive, the 

Pentagon has said 

More about the news: 

 No further breakdown of the suspended security assistance to Pakistan was provided. 

 On November 19, Trump launched a frontal attack on Pakistan for not acting against the terror pads on its soil and 

gave the example of 9/11 mastermind al-Qaeda chief Osama Bin Laden who was hiding in Abbottabad, allegedly 

under the protection of its military. 

 Trump added, Pakistan does not do ―a damn thing‖ for the US 

 Trump had also said that Pakistan was just another country which took money from the US and did nothing. 
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 According to David Sedney said, so far Pakistan has taken no serious steps to address the core US concern – that 

Pakistan tolerates and often encourages groups which use violence against Pakistan‘s neighbours. 

 Sedney also added, Pakistan‘s leaders have promised cooperation, but beyond words, serious cooperation has not 

happened, therefore President Trump is frustrated and so are most Americans 

  If Pakistan took strong measures against groups which act against India, Pakistan would harvest huge economic 

benefits from better economic ties with India,‖ Sedney added. 
 

Background: 

 Ties between the US and Pakistan strained after Trump, while announcing his Afghanistan and South Asia policy in 

August last year, hit out at Pakistan for providing safe havens to ―agents of chaos‖ that kill Americans in Afghanistan 

and warned Islamabad that it has ―much to lose‖ by harbouring terrorists. 

 In September, the Trump administration cancelled USD 300 million in military aid to Islamabad for not doing 

enough against terror groups like the Haqqani Network and the Taliban active on its soil. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NAVY MAKES FORMAL REQUEST FOR MULTI-ROLE U.S. COPTERS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 India made a formal request to the U.S. for the purchase of 24 MH-60R Multi-Role Helicopters (MRH) for the Navy 

in a deal estimated at $2bn. 

 The Government issued the Letter of Request (LoR) on November 15 for procurement of 24 MRH from the U.S. 

government under the Foreign Military Sales (FMS) route 
 

 

More about the News: 

 These helicopters are being procured as replacement for 15 Sea King ASW helicopters de-inducted from service in 

1991 and one Sea King 42B MRH lost in accident. 

 The induction of these heavy-duty choppers in the 2020-2024 timeframe will come as a shot in the arm for the Indian 

Navy, whose warships are virtually bereft of such helicopters at a time when Chinese nuclear and diesel-electric 

submarines are making regular forays into the Indian Ocean Region. 

 

 
Source:- The Hindu 
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E-REGISTRATION MUST FOR JOBS IN 18 COUNTRIES 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

 

Context: 

 Passport holders with non-Emigration Check Required (non-ECR) status will soon have to get themselves registered 

with the Ministry of External Affairs before taking up jobs abroad. 

 The rule, which takes effect on January 1, is said to be aimed at the welfare of Indians going abroad. 

 It applies to jobs in 18 countries, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, 

Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, South Sudan, Syria, Thailand, UAE and Yemen.  

○ The six Gulf Cooperation Council nations, which have the largest number of expats. 
 

 

 
Category of Passenger: 

 The non-ECR category of passengers includes Indians paying income tax and those with educational qualification 

above matriculation. 

 As of now only ECR category passport holders were required to get emigration clearance from the office of the 

Protector of Emigrants to seek employment abroad. 

 All those seeking employment will have to register online via the website emigrate.gov.in. 

 Those failing to register at least 24 hours prior to actual departure will be off-loaded at the airports. 

 For all other visa categories, there is no change in existing procedures. 
 

Why such move? 

 The objective of the directive is to protect workers with higher educational qualification from not getting into blue 

collar jobs. 

 To provide protection and welfare to the Indian emigrants abroad. 

 To protect unskilled and illiterate blue collar workers from contract substitution, exploitation and human 

trafficking. 

 Previously only ECR stamped passport holders had to go through the mandatory e-migrate registration since 2015. 

 However, not all blue collar workers are in the ECR category as it was evident in the number of people taking up 

employment in United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman and Qatar. 
 

Stats: 

 Statistics available with the Ministry of External Affairs showed that UAE is one of the five top destination 

countries for Indians taking up employment.  

 Nearly 1.5 lakh Indians had taken up employment in  UAE last year.  
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 This was followed by Saudi Arabia (78,611); Kuwait (56,380); Oman (43,332) and Qatar (24,759). 

 Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the top labour-sending State with 88,450 Indian emigrants registering with the e-

migrate system.  

 This was followed by Bihar (69,426); Tamil Nadu (38,341); West Bengal (36,599) and Rajasthan (32,184). 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CABINET APPRISED OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA AND UZBEKISTAN ON 

COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised of an Agreement on 

Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation between India and Uzbekistan. 

 The Agreement was signed on 1
st
 October 2018 at New Delhi 

 

 

Benefits: 

 Signing of the Agreement will open a new chapter in bilateral relations, as both sides will now leverage 

complementary strengths spurred by a significant convergence of mutual interests in science and technology.  

 The objective of the Agreement is to promote cooperation in the fields of science, technology and Innovation 

between the two countries. 

  The stake-holders will include researchers from scientific organizations, academia, R&D laboratories and industries 

from India and Uzbekistan. 

  Agriculture and Food Science and Technology; Engineering Sciences; Information and Communication 

Technology, Applied Mathematics and Data Science and Technology; Health and Medical Technology; Materials 

Sciences; Life Sciences & Biotechnology; Physics and Astrophysics and Energy, water, climate and natural 

resources were identified as potential areas for immediate collaboration. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND TAJIKISTAN  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto approval to the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Tajikistan on Cooperation on Youth Matters. 

 The MoU shall remain valid for a period of five (5) years. 
 

Objectives: 

 to strengthen and encourage cooperation on youth matters with Tajikistan through participation in events and 

activities organized by either side, information and knowledge sharing, and youth exchanges 
 

Benefits: 

 The Agreement will facilitate exchange programmes in the field of Youth Affairs, which will help in promoting 

exchange of ideas, values and culture amongst Youth and in consolidating friendly relations between India and 

Tajikistan. 

 The benefits arising from such bilateral exchange programmes between both countries would be equally available to 

all youth irrespective of their caste, religion and gender. 

 These will further help in developing international perspective among the Youth and expanding their knowledge and 

expertise in the areas of Youth Affairs 
Source:- PIB 
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EU, U.K. REACH DRAFT DEAL ON POST-BREXIT RELATIONSHIP 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Britain and the European Union have agreed in principle to a text setting out their future relationship that can be 

endorsed by EU leaders at a summit. 

 Britain is due to leave the EU on March 29, 2019 and diplomats are trying to finish a divorce deal and the 

accompanying outline of their future relationship so that EU leaders can rubber-stamp them at a summit on Sunday. 
 

 

Draft declaration: 

 The declaration establishes the parameters of an ambitious, broad, deep and flexible partnership across trade and 

economic cooperation" and other areas 

 The other areas cover law enforcement, criminal justice, foreign policy, security and defence and wider areas of 

cooperation 

 parties envisage having a trading relationship on goods that is as close as possible, with a view to facilitating the ease 

of legitimate trade. 

 Both the EU and Britain ―should aim to deliver a level of liberalisation in trade in services well beyond the parties‘ 

WTO commitments,‖ 

 Transition Period: In an update of the withdrawal agreement, both sides have agreed to extend the post-Brexit 

transition period from December 31, 2020 "for up to one or two years." 

o The transition period is designed to allow governments and businesses to adjust to a new relationship after 

more than four decades of close ties. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

EU, IRAN COMMIT TO UPHOLD NUCLEAR PACT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 The European Union on Monday reaffirmed its support for the 2015 multinational nuclear deal with Iran. 

 Though, US withdrew from accord and reimposed the sanctions against Iran, but Iran and other signatories have 

remained committed, pledging to do all in their power to keep the deal alive.  
 

More about the news: 

 The European Union and Iran are affirming their support for the international nuclear deal and say they aim to keep it 

alive despite U.S. President Donald Trump's decision to abandon the landmark pact. 

 Ahead of the Iran-EU high-level talks on nuclear cooperation in Brussels, Belgium, referring to a the proposed 

financial mechanism known as Special Purpose Vehicle to keep trade with Iran flowing in the face of the United 

States' sanctions.  

 SPV is part of EU efforts to uphold trade with Iran through non-dollar transactions, but its launch has faced challenges 

as no country has offered to host the facility. 
 

Background: 

 The landmark nuclear agreement or the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action was signed in 2015 between Iran and six 

world powers, namely the United States, Britain, France, China, Russia and Germany, under which Tehran agreed to 

curb its nuclear activities in return for sanctions relief.  

 The US withdrew from the accord in May and imposed sanctions.  
Source:- The Hindu 
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NOW, BANGLADESH CITIZENS CAN VISIT SIKKIM, LADAKH 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

 Bangladeshi tourists can now apply at Indian Visa Application Centres (IVAC) to secure unrestricted access to 

Indian states of Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, the northern-most state of the country, and Ladakh in the state of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
 

 
 

 
 

Tourist visa for minor medical ailment: 

 The citizens of Bangladesh can now visit India for ―regular medical treatment‖ availing of just the tourist visa. 

  ―For major treatment or operations they will have to avail of regular medical visa like earlier, but not for minor 

treatment. For minor treatment they can travel on a tourist visa. 
 

New Visa centers: 

 Six new visa issuing centres will be opened in six districts of Bangladesh — Bogra, Thakurgaon, Noakhali, 

Kumilla, Satkhira and Brahmanbaria. 

 The new visa centres are being introduced in view of the increasing pressure from Bangladeshi visitors to India over 

the last decade. 

 Number of visas are increasing at the rate of 8-10% each year,‖ the official said. 

 While 14 lakh visas were issued last year, the number has already crossed 12 lakh by the winter of 2018. 

 It may cross 15 lakh this year as more people may apply during the winter vacation. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

UKRAINE DECLARES MARTIAL LAW 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS -  Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Ukraine‘s Parliament decided to impose martial law after Russian forces seized three Ukrainian ships and their crew 

in the Black Sea which could lead to a flare up in hostilities in eastern Ukraine. 
 

Background: 

 Russia has forcibly annexed Ukraine‘s Crimea Peninsula in 2014, claiming its ethnic Russian majority was under 

threat from the Ukrainian government. 
 

Immediate crises: 

 Tensions escalated rapidly recently when Russia blocked Ukrainian Navy ships from entering the Kerch strait, 

detained 24 Ukraine sailors and reopened the Kerch Strait to civilian ship traffic. 

 Russia claims the detained soldiers include Ukrainian intelligence service members and Ukrainian boats had illegally 

entered Russia‘s territorial waters through the Kerch Strait. 

 Meanwhile, a Crimean court ordered five of 24 captured Ukrainian sailors to be held in jail for two months for their 

involvement in the incident. 
 

Martial Law: 

 Ukraine‘s parliament voted to approve martial law in 10 of the country‘s 27 regions after this recent confrontation. 

 Martial law gives Ukrainian authorities the power to mobilise citizens with military experience, regulate the media 

and restrict public rallies in affected areas. 
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Agreements concerning Azov Sea: 

 Under a 2003 agreement, Ukraine and Russia took shared control of the Azov Sea and guaranteed each other‘s 

ships open access to it via the Kerch Strait. 

 But when Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, it took over both sides of the Kerch Strait and build a bridge 

connecting Crimea to mainland Russia. 

 

Russia‘s stand: 

 Russia said the Ukrainian ships were violating its waters and accuses the Ukrainians of failing to inform it that 

three of its ships were planning to sail through Kerch. 

 Moscow has also accused Kiev of planning the recent confrontation as a provocation aimed at convincing 

Western governments to impose further sanctions on Russia. 

 Ukraine is due to hold a presidential poll March 31, 2019 and the very prospect of martial law could help boost 

support for him as a wartime leader. 

Ukraine‘s stand: 

 Ukraine said that Russia used a tanker to block access to the Kerch Strait, which under a treaty is shared 

territory. 

 Ukraine is demanding Russia to immediately release the Ukrainian sailors and ships captured in recent 

confrontation. 

 Ukraine received a boost from the international reaction, underscoring both the isolation of Russia from the 

West over the Ukraine conflict, and the desire to protect the international maritime convention that allows for 

unimpeded shipping through any strait. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

IN – RN EXERCISE KONKAN-18 BEGINS AT GOA 
GS PAPER- 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 
The bilateral naval exercise between India Navy (IN) and Royal Navy (RN) of the United Kingdom KONKAN 18 

commenced off Goa Coast on November 28. 
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KONKAN: 

 The Bilateral KONKAN exercise provides a platform for the two Navies to periodically exercise at sea and in 

harbour, so as to build interoperability and share best practices. 

 Naval cooperation between India (Indian Navy) and the United Kingdom (Royal Navy) is based on the long-term 

strategic relationship between both countries. 

 The thrust of the exercise this year would be on Anti-Air Warfare, Anti-Surface Warfare, Anti-Submarine 

Warfare, Visit Board Search and Seizure (VBSS) and Seamanship Evolutions. Besides exercises at sea, 

KONKAN-2018 also encompasses professional interactions and sports fixtures. 

 The inter-operability achieved over the years as a result of such exercises has proved to be operationally beneficial 

to both navies. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

THE CASE FOR A PROGRESSIVE INTERNATIONAL 
GS PAPER- 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Earlier this year, it was revealed that India is facing legal claims from international investors in as many as 23 

arbitration cases, before various tribunals.  

 These claims, worth billions of dollars, arise out of bilateral investment treaties between India and other states.  

 One striking feature of such treaties is that they allow international investors (primarily MNCs) to initiate a 

dispute directly in an international tribunal, bypassing the state‘s own constitutional system and its courts.  

 

Why Such Disputes 

 Often, the disputes revolve around measures that were triggered by public health emergencies, economic crises or 

other matters directly involving public welfare — which would therefore be permissible under the Constitution, 

but which a corporation believes have negatively impacted its financial interests. 
 

 

Transnational issues 

 This reveals an important truth about the contemporary, globalised world: issues that were earlier resolved within 

a sovereign state in accordance with its constitutional system have now acquired a transnational character.  

 There are other contemporary examples: because of its attempts to make essential medicines affordable through 

amendments to its Patent Act, India has come under pressure from the U.S. and the European Union (at the 

behest of prominent pharmaceutical companies), while finding support and emulation in countries like South 

Africa and Thailand. 

 In 2011, the EU seized shipments of life-saving Indian drugs that were being transported to Africa and Latin 

America, on the basis that it could apply its more restrictive patent and customs laws to goods in transit through 

its territory. 

 Whatever a country‘s Constitution may say about the right to life and the right to health for its citizens, it will still 

be dragged before an international tribunal if it attempts to forestall or mitigate a public health crisis by lifting 

patent restrictions upon, for example, a life-saving drug.  

 The point is not only about who finally succeeds in litigation — rather, it is that the final decision is taken by a 

set of individuals who are beyond the structures of accountability that are established in democratic and 

constitutional states. 

 The transnational character of these issues suggests that the response cannot succeed if it is unilateral. In the latest 

version of the model bilateral investment treaty drafted by India, for example, the scope of investor-state dispute 

settlement by international tribunals has been curtailed. But it takes many to tango: until the perils of bypassing 

national constitutional systems are accepted more broadly, individual attempts will fall short. 
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 The issues are not limited to conflicts before international forums. Recent months have seen clashes between 

national regulatory authorities and the corporations that drive the new ―gig economy‖, such as Uber. In October, 

Uber and Ola drivers in Mumbai called for an indefinite strike over low pay, after a similar strike in Delhi earlier.  

In the U.K., the EU and various States in the U.S., there has been protracted and bitter litigation over the legal 

obligations that Uber owes to its drivers. The conflict may take different forms in different countries, but each 

time there are striking similarities, stemming from Uber‘s business model, which is transnational in character.  
 

The example of DiEM25 

 A recent example is that of the Democracy in Europe Movement 25. DiEM25 arose after the debt crisis in 

Greece had resulted in a wide-ranging ―structural adjustment programme‖ imposed upon that country by the 

European Commission, the European Central Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (or ―the troika‖). This 

included severe austerity measures (including cuts to public funding, resulting in mass unemployment) and 

widespread privatisation, in direct contravention of the publicly expressed will of the people, through both 

elections and a public referendum. 

 The central insight of DiEM25 — one of whose co-founders, Yanis Varoufakis, was Greece‘s Finance Minister 

during the debt crisis — is precisely that today a progressive movement oriented towards social justice and 

fundamental rights cannot succeed if it is constrained within national borders.  

 Many of the fundamental decisions that shape national policy (with wide-ranging consequences) are simply 

beyond the ken of nation-states themselves. For this reason, DiEM25 identifies as ―pan-European‖, and isolates a 

range of issues ―currently left in the hands of national governments powerless to act upon them‖ — including 

public debt, banking, inadequate investment, migration, and rising poverty.  

 In its manifesto, DiEM25 returns these issues to democratic control, but also acknowledges that the solutions 

needed to achieve this can only come from transnational action. 

 Another important insight of the DiEM25 manifesto is that the world today is based on ―the reduction of all 

political relations into relations of power masquerading as merely technical decisions.‖ For example,  
 

 

In the context of India 

 what steps a country like India must take to ensure the availability of life-saving drugs (and not only during a 

public health crisis) is a decision that must be taken democratically and politically, within the constitutional 

framework.  

 At present, however, it always remains ultimately subject to a ―technical decision‖ (potentially taken by an 

international tribunal) about whether India has breached its obligations under an international intellectual 

property rights treaty regime.  

 What needs to be done is to reshape that regime to make it more democratic, an effort that, by its very nature, 

cannot be undertaken by a single country. 

 The focus on democracy is particularly important with respect to a third issue: the increasing role of technology 

in our daily lives. This debate has come to the fore recently, with the long-running conflict over Aadhaar, and the 

draft DNA Profiling Bill.  

 The relationship between technology and human freedoms will be vital in the future. It is therefore particularly 

interesting that, through the evolving concept of ―technological sovereignty‖, DiEM25 has drawn a specific link 

between technology and democracy, which can help us think through contemporary issues such as platform 

monopolies, the ubiquity of AI in public decision-making (including on public welfare), etc. 
 

The way farward 

 In September, writing for The Guardian, U.S. politician Bernie Sanders called for a ―progressive international‖: 

―an international progressive movement that mobilizes behind a vision of shared prosperity, security and dignity 

for all people, and that addresses the massive global inequality that exists, not only in wealth but in political 

power.‖ Mr. Varoufakis responded to this by calling for an ―international new deal‖. 

 Movements such as DiEM25, which have sprung up in various parts of the world, serve as potential blueprints 

and models for what a ―progressive international‖ may look like. It is a conversation that progressive movements 

in India must take heed of, and engage with, if we are to adequately address the transnational problems that face 

us today. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Executive Council 
GS PAPER- 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – International Organisation 

 The Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism, Shri. K. J. Alphons along with a delegation of senior officials is 

attending the 109th session of United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Executive Council in Manama, 

Bahrain. The three day Session of UNWTO Executive Council began on 30th October 2018.  

 During the opening day of the Executive Council meeting, Shri. K. J. Alphons chaired the ‗Programme and Budget 

Committee‘ meeting of UNWTO.  

 In his opening remarks, the Minister highlighted the role of tourism in socio-economic development through job creation, 

enterprise and environment development and foreign exchange earnings.  

 As the chair of the Committee, the Minister informed the session that for the first time, UNWTO had a surplus budget 

and most of the arrears due have been paid. India will be the chair of Programme and Budget Committee of UNWTO 

Executive Council till 2021. 

 At the sidelines, the Tourism Minister also met the Secretary-General of UNWTO, Mr. Zurab Pololikashvili and discussed 

on involving UNWTO in developing tourism as a strong agent for the better future of the world and establishing the 

Global Public Private Partnerships. 

 The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency responsible for the promotion of responsible, 

sustainable and universally accessible tourism.  

 The UNWTO Executive Council represents the Organization‘s governing body whose task is to take all necessary 

measures in consultation with the Secretary-General, for implementation of its own decisions and recommendations of the 

Assembly and report thereupon to the Assembly. The Council meets at least twice a year, the next to be held in Bahrain. 

 The council consists of 35 Full Members elected by the assembly in proportion of one member for every Five Full 

Members, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure laid down by the Assembly with a view to achieving fair and 

equitable geographical distribution. 
 Source:- PIB 

 

BASIC MINISTERIAL MEET 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 27th BASIC Ministerial Meeting on Climate Change was hosted by MoEFCC in New Delhi on 20 November 2018. 

 The BASIC countries are a bloc of four large newly industrialised countries -Brazil,South Africa,India and China.-

formed by an agreement in 2009. 
 

Significance of ministerial meet: 

 This Agreement is particularly significant as it represents the faith that countries, especially the developing countries, 

have placed in the multilateral processes knowing well that their actions towards addressing climate change will have 

a strong developmental impact. 

 Although BASIC group of countries are the leading emerging economies, still they have significant percentage of the 

world‘s poorest people. enabling the growth of the poor out of poverty trap, is an important part of our response to 

tackling climate change and It is known that the opportunities for the two efforts to complement each other are 

significant. 

 There is an need to ensure that the Paris Agreement Work Programme (PAWP) is prepared in accordance with the 

agreed principles of Equity and Common. 

 In addition, anchoring the COP 24 outcomes in the vision of equity will help deliver climate justice not only to the 

present but also to our future generations. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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SOUTH ASIA REGIONAL YOUTH PEACE CONFERENCE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

 

Context: 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India will be organising a 3 day ‗South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference‘ in 

partnership with UNESCO- MGIEP . 
 

 

More about the news: 

 The conference will be held at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat, Delhi, India. 

  The conference is being organized to mark the beginning of celebration of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi. 
 

 

South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference: 

 This conference focuses on building a network for young leaders from South Asian countries working on various 

social issues 

 To identify avenues for partnership and collaboration, support and show solidarity towards each other‘s initiatives, 

nurture relationships and promote global citizenship. 

 To  work towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  
SOURCE: PIB 

 

 

 

PIL URGES MINIMUM WAGES FOR DOMESTIC WORKERS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 
 

Context: 

 A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking its intervention to bring dignity to ―India‘s invisible 

workforce in the informal sector‖ — the domestic workers. 

 The petition asked the Supreme Court to lay down guidelines to protect the workers‘ rights. 
 

Details about PIL: 

 Latent classism and lack of education make domestic workers prone to violence and abuse at the hands of their 

employers and placement agencies 

 Worsening their vulnerabilities are the absence of proper documentation, which also increases their reliance on 

employers to access social security benefits. 

 The petition sought the recognition of domestic work under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948.  

 Their work hours should be reduced to eight a day and they should be given a mandatory weekly off as a basic right 

under Article 21. 
 Source:- The Hindu 

 

19
TH

MEETING OF THE FINANCIAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

(FSDC) 
GS PAPER - 03 - ECONOMY - Growth and Development 

 The Nineteenth Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) under the Chairmanship of the 

Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri Arun Jaitley reviewed the current global and domestic 

economic situation and financial sector performance. The Council discussed at length the issue of real interest rate, 

current liquidity situation, including segmental liquidity position in NBFCs and mutual fund space. The Council 

decided that the Regulators and the Government would keep a close watch on the developing situation and take all 

necessary measures. 

 FSDC took note of the developments regarding strengthening of Cyber Security in Financial Sector including 

progress made towards setting up of a Computer Emergency Response Team in the Financial Sector (CERT-Fin) 

under a Statutory Framework. The Council also deliberated on the need for identifying and securing critical 

information infrastructure in financial sector. 
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 The Council also deliberated on the issues and challenges of Crypto Assets/Currency and was briefed about the 

deliberations in the High-level Committee chaired by the Secretary (Economic Affairs) to devise an appropriate legal 

framework to ban use ofprivate crypto currencies in India and encouraging the use of Distributed Ledger Technology, 

as announced in the Budget 2018-19. 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

 

JHARKHAND POWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

 

Context: 
The Government of India, the Government of Jharkhand and the World Bank signed   a $310 million Loan Agreement for 

Jharkhand Power System Improvement Project to provide reliable, quality, and affordable 24×7 electricity to the citizens of 

Jharkhand. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Project is part of the Government of India‘s Power for All program launched in 2014. The plan envisages 

addition of over 4.5 GW generation capacities by 2022 (including a significant share of 1.5 GW from solar energy), 

through a mix of Private and Public-sector investments. 
 

Significance: 

 The Jharkhand Power System Improvement Project will help build new power transmission infrastructure, as well as 

put in place systems to improve the technical efficiency and commercial performance of the state power sector 

utilities. 

 The Project will help bring in modern technology solutions such as automated sub-stations, and network analysis and 

planning tools to provide reliable power supply and enhance customer satisfaction. 

 The proposed investments are aimed at improving power transmission infrastructure 

 The Project will also focus on developing institutional capacities of State-owned power transmission and distribution 

companies and improving their operational performance. 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIA JUMPS TO 77TH RANK IN THE EASE OF DOING BUSINESS INDEX 
GS PAPER - 03 - ECONOMY - Growth and Development 
 

Context: 

 Ease of Doing Business 2019: India has jumped 23 places to secure 77th out of 190 countries in the World Bank Ease 

of Doing Business index. 

 

 
 

 

Ease of doing business 2019 ranking: 

 New Zeland has held on to the top spot. 

 Singapore and Denmark, which retain their second and third spots. 

 Somalia is the worst place to begin a business. 
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 The United States is placed eight. 

 China advancing more than 30 spots to 46th place in the global rankings; previous rank of 78 

  Pakistan is placed at 136. 

 India became South Asia‘s top-ranked economy, the World Bank said, ahead of Bhutan (81) and Sri Lanka (100), 

Nepal (110), the Maldives (139), Pakistan (136) and Afghanistan (167) and Bangladesh (176). 

 
 

Top 10 improvers of 2019: 

 Afghanistan, Djibouti, China, Azerbaijan, India, Togo, Kenya, Côte d‘Ivoire, Turkey and Rwanda.  

 With six reforms each, Djibouti and India are in the top 10 for a second consecutive year.  

 Afghanistan and Turkey, top improvers for the first time, implemented record single-year reforms, with five and 

seven, respectively. 

  
 

India's performance: 

 The World Bank noted that India improved on six of ten parameters as against eight last year, putting it among top 

ten improvers for the second time in a row. 

 India has moved closer to international best practices on seven out of 10 indicators. 

 India was praised for good accessibility to electricity, this year, the country made a noticeable improvement on 

‗Getting Electricity‘ parameter. 
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 The most dramatic improvements have been registered in the indicators related to 'Construction Permits' and 'Trading 

Across Borders'. 

 

list of reforms that put India among top 10 improvers: 

 The World Bank noted that India improved on six of ten parameters as against eight last year 

 The annual report  noted that the GST helped tax-paying easier, while the IBC improved the lending capacity of 

banks. 

Improvement in parameters by India 

 
1.Starting a business: 

 India made starting a business easier by fully integrating multiple application forms into a general 

incorporation form. India also replaced the value-added tax with the GST (Goods and Services Tax) for 

which the registration process is faster.  

 These reforms apply to both Delhi and Mumbai. At the same time, Mumbai abolished the practice of site 

inspections for registering companies under the Shops and Establishments Act.  
 

2.Dealing with construction permits: 

 streamlined the process of obtaining a building permit and made it faster and less expensive to obtain a 

construction permit. It also improved building quality control by introducing decennial liability and 

insurance. 
 

3.Getting electricity: 

 The Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission reduced charges for low voltage connections.  

 Getting electricity was also made easier in Delhi through a reduction in the time for the utility to carry out the 

external connection works.  
 

4.Getting credit: 

 India strengthened access to credit by amending its insolvency law.  

 Secured creditors are now given absolute priority over other claims within insolvency proceedings. 
 

5. Paying taxes: 
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 India made paying taxes easier by replacing many indirect taxes with a single indirect tax, the GST, for the 

entire country. India also made paying taxes less costly by reducing the corporate income tax rate and the 

employees‘ provident funds scheme rate paid by the employer. 
 

6. Trading across borders: 

 India reduced the time and cost to export and import through various initiatives, including the 

implementation of electronic sealing of containers, the upgrading of port infrastructure and allowing 

electronic submission of supporting documents with digital signatures. 

   

What is ease of doing business index? 

 The ease of doing business index is annually released by World Bank in its Ease of Doing Business Report. 

 It was introduced in 2004. 

 In this index, ranking of country is based on average of scores on 10 indicators each having equal weightage. 

 A higher ranking of country in this list means that its regulatory environment is more conducive and favourable 

for the starting and operation of firms. 

 10 indicators are starting business, getting electricity, dealing with construction permits, registering property, 

protecting investors, getting credit, employing workers, trading across borders, paying taxes, enforcing 

contracts and resolving insolvency. 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

NRIS DEPOSITS SURGE AS RUPEE SLIDES AND OIL PRICES RISE 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - mobilization of resources 

 
 

Context: 

 Non-resident Indian (NRI) deposits jumped to $5.7 billion in the first five months of this fiscal compared to $0.5 

billion in the same period last year. 

 The government and RBI have taken measures in the past to attract a higher quantum of NRI deposits.  

 The rise in such deposits is expected to partly help bridge the current account deficit. 
 

Rise in NRI deposits: 

 According to data published by RBI, during the April-August period of 2018-19, NRI deposit inflow was $5.7 

billion. 

 Non-Resident (External) Rupee Account was the main contributor at $4.1 billion compared to $1.7 billion during the 

same period of the previous year. 

 The other components of NRI deposits are FCNR(B), which saw inflows of $597 million during April-August 

(compared to outflow of $799 million in the year ago period) and NRO, which attracted inflow of $986 million 

(versus outflow of $327 million). 
 

 

Causes for rise in NRIs Deposit: 

 The sliding rupee, which makes deposits in the currency attractive for NRIs. 
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 NRE deposits to accelerate when the currency depreciates as the value of deposits in rupee terms grows 

significantly during such episodes. 

 Rupee has depreciated about 12% against the dollar this financial year. 

 When currency depreciates, interest rates in the country develop an upside bias. So, prospective interest 

earnings also go up. This too incentivises NRIs to send more money during the episodes of currency 

depreciation. 

 Higher oil prices which have prompted inflows from NRIs in the Middle-east to increase. 

 These deposits are freely repatriable and tax free. 
 

Inward remittance; 

 According to the RBI‘s survey of inward remittances for 2016-17. The UAE is the top source of inward remittances 

into India, with Kerala receiving the maximum funds sent from abroad. 

  The major proportion of NRI deposits originate from the Middle East. 
 

Acuité Rating: 

 According to Acuité, the net inflow (net of redemption) in FY18 was $9.68 billion. Which is expected to exceed 

$70 billion in FY19. 

 Acuite Rating said, any sharp upsurge in such deposits over a short period may not be necessarily favourable over 

the longer term as these deposits are repatriable and can therefore lead to sudden currency outflows in future periods 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 

 

 

WEST BENGAL TO OBSERVE ‗ROSOGOLLA DAY‘ ON NOV. 14 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 

and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

CONTEXT: 

West Bengal government has decided to observe 'Rosogolla Day' on November 14, to commemorate the first anniversary of 

the state's famous sweet getting Geographical Indication (GI) tag as 'Bengal's Rosogolla', an official said Wednesday. 
 

Background: 

 On November 14 last year, West Bengal had received the GI tag for Bengal‘s Rosogolla.  

 The GI tag is a sign that identifies a product as originating from a particular place. 
 

More about the News: 

 Different varieties of rosogollas would be showcased in the stalls of the 'Mishti Hub' (Sweetmeat Hub), set up in 

one part of the Eco Park in New Town area here, HIDCO Chairman Debasish Sen told PTI. 

 The Eco Park is managed by the West Bengal Housing Infrastructure Development Corporation (HIDCO), a state 

PSU. 

 We are celebrating the first anniversary of Bengal's Rosogolla getting the GI tag at the 'Mishti hub' in association 

with sweetmeatmaker associations," said Sen, an additional chief secretary level officer 
  

GI Tag: 

 Geographical Indication is a genre of Intellectual Property. 

 GI tag is an insignia on products having a unique geographical origin and evolution over centuries with regards 

to its special quality or reputation attributes. 

 The status to the products marks its authenticity and ensures that registered authorised users are allowed to use 

the popular product name. 

 These could be naturally grown crops like Assam Chilies or manufactured products like Jaipur Pottery. 

 GI tags are given on the basis of the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999. 

 The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after which it needs to be renewed. 

 Violation of GI tags is punishable offence under law. 
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 Darjeeling Tea was the first Indian product to get the geographical indication tag. In 2004, the famous beverage 

got the recognition. 

 India has 325 GI products registered so far. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

CENTRE EYES SEAPLANES IN UDAN 3 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 Seaplanes may soon be operating commercial passenger flights in India with the Centre inviting bids for connecting 

selected destinations under the regional connectivity scheme (RCS). 
 

3rd Round of Regional connectivity Scheme: 

 Opening the third round of the RCS, the Ministry of Civil Aviation has invited proposals for air routes that include 

tourist destinations.  

 It Included among the 10 destinations that the government proposes to connect through seaplanes are the recently 

unveiled Statue of Unity at Sardar Sarovar Dam, the Sabarmati riverfront in Ahmedabad, the Tehri dam in 

Uttarakhand and Nagarjuna Sagar in Telangana. 

 In the latest phase, the Centre is reoffering 34 airports that weren‘t successfully connected, primarily because two 

airlines — Air Odisha and Air Deccan — were unable to operate routes they had bid for due to lack of funds. Some 

destinations have been put on the block again as helicopter operations failed to take off. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

Six airports set to be privatised 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet on november 08, 2018, gave an ―in principle‖ approval for operating, managing and developing 

six non-metro airports Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram and Mangaluru under the 

Public Private Partnership (PPP). 
 

Why such move? 

 After the modernisation of airports in Delhi and Mumbai through the PPP model (2006), Saw a great improvement in 

the quality of the airports. Tourist flows also increased. 

 Presently, the airports being managed under the PPP model include Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad 

and Cochin. 

 The airport sector may provide an immediate opportunity to attract foreign direct investment (FDI) by adoption of a 

PPP approach. 

 Therefore, it has been decided to lease out six airports viz. Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, 

Thiruvanthapuram and Mangaluru of AAI in the first phase for development, operation and management under PPP. 

This is expected to enhance the revenue to AAI and increased economic development in these areas in terms of job 

creation and related infrastructure. 

Benifits: 

 PPP in infrastructure projects brings efficiency in service delivery, expertise, enterprise and professionalism apart 

from harnessing the needed investments in the public sector. 

 The PPP in airport infrastructure projects has brought World class infrastructure at airports, delivery of efficient and 

timely services to the airport passengers, augmenting revenue stream to the Airports Authority of India without 

making any investment, etc. of these, for development of Greenfield Airports at Hyderabad and Bengaluru.  

 The PPP airports in India have been ranked among the top 5 in their respective categories by the Airports Council 

International (ACI) in terms of Airport Service Quality (ASQ). 

 While these PPP experiments have helped create world class airports, it has also helped AAI in enhancing its 

revenues and focusing on developing airports and Air Navigation infrastructure in the rest of the country. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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IN OCT., RETAIL INFLATION COOLS TO 3.31% 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment. 

 
 

Context: 

 Retail inflation in October eased to 3.31 per cent from 3.70 per cent in September, data released by the ministry of 

statistics and programme implementation showed.  

 The inflation based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) fell to a year low in October due to lower food prices. 
 

 

More about the news: 

 The inflation number is the lowest since September 2017 when it had touched 3.28 per cent. It came at 3.58 per cent 

in October 2017.  

 At current levels, inflation remains below the mid-point of the 4 (+/-2) percent inflation target given to India‘s 

Monetary Policy Committee. 

 
 The rate of price rise in the food basket contracted by 0.86 per cent in October compared to 0.51 per cent rise in 

September, according to the Central Statistics Office data. 

 A lower rate of inflation for October amid softening crude oil prices and relatively stable domestic currency lowers 

the possibility of a rate hike by the central bank. 

 Consumer food price index witnessed disinflation, recording de-growth of 0.86 percent, from 0.51 percent in 

September and 1.90 percent a year ago, mainly driven by cheaper vegetables, fruits, pulses and sugar. 

 Fuel and light inflation for October was at 8.55 percent compared to 8.47 percent month on month, which housing 

inflation was 6.55 percent versus 7.07 percent MoM 
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Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

IIP GROWTH FALTERS AS INFLATION EASES 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. 

 

 
 

Context: 

Industrial production slows to 4.5%; slowing price growth in food, housing cools inflation to 3.31%. 

More about the news: 

 IIP growth slowed from 4.67% in August. (August‘s IIP growth was revised from the provisional 4.3% released 

earlier.)  

 Growth in manufacturing eased to 4.62% in September from 5.08% in August. Activity in mining and quarrying 

accelerated, growing at 0.21% in September compared with a contraction of 0.54% in the previous month. 

 Cumulatively, the industrial output in April-September, the first half of this financial year, grew 5.1 per cent as 

against growth of 2.6 per cent last year. 

 In terms of industry segments, 17 out of 23 industry groups in manufacturing sector recorded positive growth in 

September, with the industry group ‗printing and reproduction of recorded media‘ having shown the highest 

negative growth of (-) 12.9 per cent followed by (-) 10.7 per cent in ‗other manufacturing‘ and (-) 7.3 per cent in 

‗manufacture of tobacco products‘.  

 Economists said that it appears that the onset of festival season has not helped in accelerating the factory output 

growth especially of the consumer durables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consumer Price Index (CPI): 

 CPI is a measure of change in retail prices of goods and services consumed by defined 

population group in a given area with reference to a base year. 

 This index is an important economic indicator and is widely considered as a barometer of 

inflation, a tool for monitoring price stability and as a deflator in national accounts. 

 It is calculated by Central Statistics Office (CSO) -  In the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation (MOSPI) 

 Presently the consumer price indices compiled in India are CPI for Industrial workers 

CPI(IW), CPI for Agricultural Labourers CPI(AL) & Rural Labourers CPI(RL) and 
CPI ( Urban) and CPI(Rural). 

 The CPI(IW) and CPI(AL& RL) compiled are occupation specific and centre specific 

and are compiled by Labour Bureau. 

 CPI(Urban) and CPI(Rural) compiled by Central Statistical Organisation. 
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Source:- The Hindu 
 

FITCH RETAINS RATING FOR INDIA AT ‗BBB-‘ 
GS PAPER- 03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. 
 

Context: 

 Refusing to upgrade India's credit rating for the 12th year in a row, Fitch Thursday retained its sovereign rating for the 

country at 'BBB-', the lowest investment grade with a stable outlook . 

 Stating  a weak fiscal position continues to constrain the ratings and there were significant risks to macroeconomic 

outlook.  
 

 

 

 
 

What does the Fitch rating says? 

 The rating, it said, ―balances a strong medium-term growth outlook and favourable external balances relative to peers 

with weak fiscal finances, a fragile financial sector and some lagging structural factors. 

 Risks to the macroeconomic outlook are significant, and include a drop in credit growth, resulting from further 

problems in the banking or shadow-banking sector 

 A weak fiscal position continues to constrain India‘s sovereign ratings. 

 Government debt at close to 70 per cent of GDP, a difficulty to meet deficit target of 3.3 per cent of GDP in the current 

financial year (2018-19) due to lower revenues including from GST in first half, and expenditures being difficult to 

control in the run-up to general elections were main reasons for the weak fiscal position 

 The Indian economy continues to exhibit some structural weaknesses relative to peers and is less developed on a 

number of metrics. 

  Governance standards continue to be weak, as illustrated by a low score for the World Bank governance indicator 

(47th percentile versus the ‗BBB‘ median of 59th percentile).  

 India‘s ranking on the United Nations Human Development Index (31st percentile versus the ‗BBB‘ median of 68th 

percentile) also indicates relatively low basic human development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP): 

 Index of Industrial Production (IIP) measures the quantum of changes in the industrial 

production in an economy and captures the general level of industrial activity in the country.  

 The base year is always given a value of 100. The current base year for the IIP series in India is 

20011-12. 

 It is calculated by Central Statistics Office (CSO) -  In the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation (MOSPI) 

 The Eight Core Industries are Coal, fertilizer, electricity, crude oil, natural gas, refinery 

products, steel, and cement, which have count in IIP. 
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 Fitch in its rating action on Thursday listed recent defaults by Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services and some 

public-sector banks to highlight risks in a sector that in recent years supplied around a third of total credit growth. 

 Banks ―do not seem in a position to significantly spur credit growth, as they still have weak core capital positions 

 Non-performing loan (NPL) ratio could in near future rise from 11.6 per cent in FY2017-18 due to residual stress. 

 While India jumping 53 positions in just two years to 77th out of 190 countries on the World Bank‘s Ease of Doing 

Business ranking was ―remarkable‖, lingering difficulties in doing business in India remain, including in starting a 

business and enforcing contracts, and FDI is lagging, it said. 
Source:- Business Line 

 

INDIA WILL BE GLOBAL HUB OF START-UP COMMUNITY 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth, development and employment.  
 

Context: 

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, released the first State of the Indian Startup 

Ecosystem-2018 report by Inc 42 which is an Indian information platform known for its coverage of the Indian startup 

ecosystem. 
 

More about the news: 

 Commerce & Industry Ministry is taking many initiatives to foster a positive and empowering ecosystem for startups to 

grow and flourish in the country.  

 According to the Inc42 ‗The State Of Indian Startup Ecosystem 2018‘, India currently has more than 49,000+ startups, 

1500+ investors, 250+ incubators, and 26 unicorns.  

 The country is among the three largest startup ecosystems in the world in terms of its size, reach, and impact. 
Source:- PIB 

 

RAILWAYS PLAN TO SET UP 10 MEDICAL COLLEGES 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

 

Context: 

The Railways are planning to establish medical colleges to offer postgraduate courses at 10 of its existing hospitals across 

India. 
 

Medical colleges: 

 The Indian Railways has sought the permission of the Medical Council of India (MCI) and the Union health ministry to 

develop 10 of its 125 hospitals across zones into medical colleges. 

 These hospitals will offer postgraduate courses for medical students. For this, the railways will sign a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with local universities and colleges 

 The railways runs around 125 hospitals and 586 dispensaries across the country to provide free treatment to 6.7 million 

people, including its 1.3 employees, their families, and pensioners. These hospitals have around 14,000 beds. These 

hospitals have 40,000 staff, including 2,500 doctors. 

 According to sources close to the development, zonal central hospitals under the Northern Railways, Eastern Railways, 

South Eastern Railways, North East Frontier Railways, Southern Railways, South Central Railways, Western 

Railways, Central Railways, North Eastern Railways, and the divisional hospital at Kharagpur will be converted into 

medical colleges. 
 

Background: 

 Earlier, the government-owned Coal India had proposed to establish medical as well as engineering colleges in 

mining areas. However, no progress was made on the proposal. 

 Earlier this month, Indu Bhushan, chief executive officer of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY), had said 

railway hospitals would now treat Ayushman Bharat beneficiaries, too. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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GANGA WATERWAY PROJECT CLEARED AFTER OVERRULING EXPERT PANEL 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 India‘s longest waterway project, one terminal of which was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 

November 12 2018.  

 This was made possible only after a high-power Committee of Ministers and senior officials from multiple Ministries 

overruled the recommendations of experts appointed by the Environment Ministry. 
 

 

Background: 

 In March 2016, parliament enacted the National Waterways Act and declaring 111 rivers or their stretches as national 

inland waterways. 

  The Ganga waterway is among the longest of these, and was one of the five waterways declared as ―national‖ even 

prior to the 2016 enactment.  

 The national waterways project now intends to create large-scale commercial shipping and navigation systems in 

these 111 waterways where large barges, cruise ships and container cargo vessels will ply. 

○ The movement of large vessels requires channels in these rivers with depths of 2-4 m, and widths of 45-60 m. 

Most rivers in India, including the mighty Ganga, often don‘t have such depths. They have to be created by 

dredging – cutting and excavating the riverbed. 
 

Ganga water way project: 

 The NW1 would enable commercial navigation of vessels with capacity of 1500-2,000 DWT.  

 It is being developed under the Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) from Haldia to Varanasi covering a distance of 1390 

km.  

 It is being developed with the technical and financial assistance of the World Bank at an estimated cost of Rs 5,369 

crore on a 50:50 sharing basis. 

 The project entails construction of three multi-modal terminals (Varanasi, Sahibganj and Haldia); two intermodal 

terminals; five roll on-roll off (Ro-Ro) terminal pairs; new navigation lock at Farakka; assured depth dredging; 

integrated vessel repair and maintenance facility, differential global positioning system (DGPS), river information 

system (RIS), river training and river conservancy works. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE AND WATERWAYS: 

 Since early 2016, the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and the Inland Waterways Authority of India 

(IWAI), which is attached to the Union Shipping Ministry, have been at odds over whether this dredging required 

environmental clearance (EC).  

 This process involves a consultation with locals likely to be affected by the project and residing at locations along 

the river, where major constructions would be executed. 

 On December 21, 2017, the Environment Ministry issued an office order agreeing that no environmental clearance 

was required and approved the project for further processing by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, with 

some ―environmental safety measures.‖ 
 

Concerns: 

 The movement of large vessels requires channels in these rivers with depths of 2-4 m, and widths of 45-60 m. Most 

rivers in India, including the mighty Ganga, often don‘t have such depths. They have to be created by dredging – 

cutting and excavating the riverbed. 

 Dredging is one of the most intrusive processes and alters the river bed, destroying habitats of aquatic flora and 

fauna, creating turbidity and sometimes releasing toxic pollutants that have settled on the river bed. A flowing river 

carries silt with it, so dredging has to be a continuous process. 

 Meanwhile, work on many waterways apart from the Ganga is also proceeding apace. The clear risk of huge 

impacts on our rivers is being ignored and bypassed in the quest of ease of doing business. 
Source:- The Hindu 

WTO PANELS TO REVIEW U.S. STEEL, ALUMINIUM TARIFFS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 
 

Context: 

 The World Trade Organization agreed Wednesday to hear complaints from a range of countries over new US steel 

and aluminium tariffs, as well as complaints from Washington over retaliatory duties.  

 The WTO's Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) agreed to establish panels to review US President Donald Trump's 

decision to hit a long line of countries with tariffs of 25 per cent on steel and 10 per cent on aluminium. 
 

More about the news: 

 Washington says the metals tariffs, imposed by Trump in March, are a national security measure, and therefore 

exempt from WTO rules. 

 Any review of America‘s essential security interests ―would undermine the legitimacy of the WTO‘s dispute 

settlement system and even the viability of the WTO as a whole,‖ the American delegation said at a Wednesday 

meeting of the WTO dispute settlement body. 
 
 

Member ‗Hypocrisy‘ 

 In applying the tariffs, Washington relied on a rarely-used WTO national security exemption, which permits 

governments to take ―any action which it considers necessary for the protection of its essential security interests.‖  

 Separately, the U.S. blasted the ―hypocrisy‖ of Canada, China, the EU and Mexico for their unilateral retaliation 

against U.S. goods in response to Trump‘s steel and aluminum tariffs. 

 Seven WTO members -- Canada, China, the EU, India, Mexico, Russia, and Turkey -- have imposed retaliatory 

levies on more than $25 billion worth of U.S. goods in response to the American tariffs. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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EIB EXPANDS WIND ENERGY FINANCE PLAN 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) on Friday said it will increase its support for India‘s wind energy projects by 

expanding the existing lending programmes with SBI. 
 

Financing - Renewable energy: 

 EIB and SBI have agreed to cooperate on financing renewable energy and providing new support for wind energy 

projects across India by expanding the ongoing financing initiative in the field of onshore wind projects, EIB said in 

a statement.  

 With this collaboration, promoters of onshore wind projects will be able to benefit from long-term low cost financing 

under a dedicated €600-million renewable energy financing programme already supporting large scale solar 

investment across India. 

 The EIB has also approved a new credit line with YES Bank to accelerate private investment in wind and solar 

energy projects and expects to work closely with Indian partners to support offshore wind projects. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

POWER MINISTER INAUGURATES INSPIRE 2018; GIVES AWAY AWARDS TO THE 

WINNERS OF THE #INNOVATETOINSPIRE CHALLENGE  
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Context: 

 ―Energy efficiency saves the environment and makes businesses more competitive‖ says the Minister EESL and 

ADB sign agreement for a Global Environment Facility (GEF) grant of USD 13 million to establish an Energy 

Efficiency Revolving Fund (EERF) EESL and GAIL sign  MoU to develop natural gas based cogeneration and 

trigeneration projects in Commercial & Industrial Sectors 

 Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of State (IC) for Power and New & Renewable Energy was speaking at the inaugural 

of the International Symposium to Promote Innovation & Research in Energy Efficiency (INSPIRE 2018) here 

today. This is the second edition of INSPIRE and is being organised by Energy Efficiency Services Limited 

(EESL) and World Bank. The three-day symposium will focus on enhancing grid management, e-Mobility, 

financial instruments and technologies for energy efficiency in India. 

 To support investments in new, innovative and scalable business models, EESL and Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) signed an agreement for a Global Environment Facility (GEF) grant of USD 13 million to establish an 

Energy Efficiency Revolving Fund (EERF). EERF aims to expand and sustain investments in the energy efficiency 

market in India, build market diversification, and scale up existing technologies. 

 During INSPIRE 2018, EESL and GAIL, a wholly owned subsidiary of GAIL (India) Limited signed a MoU to 

develop natural gas based cogeneration and trigeneration projects in Commercial & Industrial Sectors in 

India. This MoU is set to benefit industries such as Hotels, Hospitals, Airports, Commercial Malls, 

Commercial/Government Buildings, Integrated Residential Complexes, Educational Institutions, Data Center, among 

others, with the advantages of Combined Heat & Power technology. 

 INSPIRE 2018 has been organised in collaboration with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), The Energy & 

Resources Institute (TERI), Asian Development Bank (ADB), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), 

and the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI). The event is bringing together policy-makers, influencers, 

innovators, thought leaders, researchers, leading energy-efficient companies, government agencies, business leaders 

and other stakeholders to deliberate on key energy policies, market transformation strategies, and sustainable 

business models that will help leverage the full potential of energy efficiency and bring its multiple co-benefits to the 

fore. 
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About EESL 

 Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under the administration of Ministry of Power, Government of India, is 

working towards mainstreaming energy efficiency and is implementing the world‘s largest energy efficiency 

portfolio in the country.  

 Driven by the mission of Enabling More – more transparency, more transformation, and more innovation, EESL 

aims to create market access for efficient and future-ready transformative solutions that create a win-win situation for 

every stakeholder. By 2020, EESL seeks to be a US$ 1.5 billion (INR 10,000 crore) company. 

 EESL has pioneered innovative business approaches to successfully roll-out large-scale programs that allow for 

incentive alignment across the value chain and rapidly drive transformative impact. EESL aims to leverage this 

implementation experience and explore new overseas market opportunities for diversification of its portfolio. As on 

date, EESL has begun its operations in UK, South Asia and South-East Asia. 
Source:- The Hindu 

CRUISE TO BANGLADESH LIKELY FROM MARCH 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 
 The first Kolkata-Dhaka river cruise via the Sundarbans is set to begin operations in March next year. 

 Private Players will be allowed to operate river cruise between the two countries, which will cover about 1,539 km. 
 

Background : 
 Bilateral secretary-level meetings between India and Bangladesh were held in October. 

 In the backdrop of secretary-level talks between the two nations and the standing committee meeting under 

"Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade" between high-level delegations. 

 The two countries have signed an agreement to use Chattogram and Mongla Ports in Bangladesh for movement of 

goods to and from India  

 A standard operating procedure has also been signed for movement of passenger and cruise services from March 

2019 from Kolkata through Sunderbans via the Protocol route to Bangladesh Then to North East. 

 Both the countries have also allowed private players to run coastal cruises from Chennai to Bangladesh's Cox 

Bazaar. 
 

Indo - bangla Protocol Route: 
 The National Waterway one (NW -1) will connect the North East through Indo-Bangla protocol route. 

  It will reduce the distance from about 1,700 km via Siliguri in north Bengal to about 500 km via Bangladesh. 

 India has agreed to fund up to 80% of the dredging cost in some identified stretches within Bangladesh in the 

Indo-Bangla protocol route to make it navigable. 

o Dredging would be required mainly in some stretches under Sirajganj to Doikhawa route on Brahmaputra-

Jamuna river in Bangladesh and also under Ashuganj to Karimganj to improve the navigability 

 Protocol routes are defined maritime navigational routes agreed upon by two countries through bilateral treaties. 

 The cruise route to Bangladesh goes through Namkhana, the Indian part of the Sunderbans, the Bangladeshi part 

of the Sunderbans, Barishal, Chandpur, Narayanganj and Dhaka. For the North-East, the cruise can take the 

Aricha route from Chandpur. 

 The route will also open up opportunity for Bangladesh trade through Haldia port and lessen congestion at 

Chittagong port in Bangladesh. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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‗RBI CAN TRANSFER RS 1 TRILLION OF EXCESS RESERVES TO GOVT.‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - mobilization of resources 

Context: 

 According to Bank of America Merrill Lynch report, the Reserve Bank has ―more than adequate‖ reserves and it can 

transfer over Rs 1 trillion to the government after a specially constituted panel identifies the ―excess capital‖. 

 The report notes that the central bank can transfer Rs 1 trillion to the government if the transfer is limited to passing 

excess contingency reserve and can go up to Rs 3 trillion if the total capital is included. 
 

RBI - Transfer of surplus and Profit: 

 RBI transfer the ―surplus‖ — that is, the excess of income over expenditure — to the government, in accordance 

with Section 47 (Allocation of Surplus Profits) of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 
 

Y H Malegam Committee recommendations: 

 There‘s no fixed percentage of profits to be transferred to reserves . 

 But, the Committee headed by Y H Malegam in FY 2013, which reviewed the adequacy of reserves and a surplus 

distribution policy, a higher transfer to the government. 

 The committee didn‘t put a fixed target band, but suggested adequate amount of profits to be transferred every year 

towards contingency reserves. 

  After the Malegam committee made its recommendation,for three years , ie., FY13, FY14, and FY15, under former 

governor Raghuram Rajan, contingency reserves remained stagnant, as RBI transferred 100 per cent profits 

(excluding expenditure) to government. 
Source:- Indian Express 

 
 

‗GOVT. MAY MISS FISCAL DEFICIT TARGET FOR FY19‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 
 

Context: 

 Lower than expected indirect tax and non-tax revenue will result in the government likely missing its fiscal deficit 

target for the year, according to India Ratings and Research. 

 FY19 will be the third consecutive year in which fiscal deficit/GDP will be 3.5% 

 The government has cut expected expenditure in the second half of the financial year by Rs 70,000 crore, which is 

likely to offset a part of the revenue shortfall. 

Background: 

 Earlier, rating agency Moody‘s had said that the excise duty cut of Rs 1.5 a litre on petrol and diesel in October 

would lead to fiscal slippage by 0.1 percentage point to 3.4%.  
 

Why Could Miss Fiscal Deficit Target for FY19? 

 The fiscal slippage will be mainly on account of a shortfall in indirect taxes and non-tax revenues 

 The government is also running behind on its disinvestment target 
 

Way forward: 

 By reducing capital expenditure, the government will again try to reduce the adverse impact of both increased 

revenue expenditure and shortfall in receipts on the fiscal deficit. 
Source:- Economic Times 
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NPAS ON DOWNHILL PATH SINCE MARCH PEAK, SAYS RBI 

GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY  - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 
 
 

Context: 
The RBI, in its submissions to the Standing Committee on Finance, revealed that, Both gross and net non-performing assets 

(NPAs) of scheduled commercial banks have reduced in the two quarters ending September 30, 2018 since their peak in 

March 2018. 
 

More about the News: 

 The gross and net NPAs of scheduled commercial banks had reduced due to the concerted efforts taken by the 

government and the central bank to address the problem. 

 As a consequence of these measures, the gross NPAs as well as net NPAs of the scheduled commercial banks, after 

peaking in March 2018, have registered declines for two consecutive quarters,‖ the RBI said in its submission. 

 However, the RBI did point out that the profitability of banks was still impacted due to a decline in earnings from 

loan assets and on higher provisioning required due to deterioration in asset quality. 

 Public sector banks account for an overwhelming proportion of these gross NPAs but even their contribution had 

marginally come down since March 2018. Where public sector banks accounted for 86.6% of all gross NPAs of 

scheduled commercial banks, this fell to 85.9% by September 30, 2018. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

INDIA NEVER HIT 9% PHASE UNDER UPA‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 
 

Context: 

 India never hit the 9% ‗high-growth‘ phase in the years of UPA I and II as was earlier believed, according to new 

back series GDP data released by the government on Wednesday. 

 The data also show that India‘s recovery from the global financial crisis took longer than previously thought. 
 

More about the data: 

 The government in 2015 changed the methodology to Gross Value Added (GVA) from the earlier GDP and brought 

forward the base year for computation to 2011-12 from 2004-05. The back series release on Wednesday provides 

the growth estimates for previous years using the new methodology. 

o The release of the GDP back series comes three years after the switch to the new base year of 2011-12 

o three months after the release of a report of the Committee on Real Sector Statistics, which was submitted to 

the National Statistical Commission (NSC). 
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 The new data release shows that GDP growth during the UPA years averaged 6.7% during both UPA-I and UPA-II. 

 The old series had pegged these at about 8.1% and 7.46% respectively. In comparison, the current government has 

witnessed an average GDP growth rate of 7.35% during the first four years of its term. 

  

Source:- The Hindu 
 

PROTOCOL AMENDING INDIA-CHINA DTAA 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - EFFECTS OF LIBERALISATION OF INDIAN ECONOMY. 

Context: 

 India and China have amended the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) for the avoidance of double 

taxation and for the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income by signing a protocol on 

26/11/2018. 
 

More about the newly updated Protocol: 

 It  updates the existing provisions for exchange of information to the latest international standards. 

 Further, the Protocol incorporates changes required to implement treaty related minimum standards under the 

Action reports of Base Erosion & Profit shifting (BEPS) Project, in which India had participated on an equal 

footing. 

 Besides minimum standards, the Protocol brings in changes as per BEPS Action reports as agreed upon by the two 

sides. 
  

Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA): 

 DTAA is a tax treaty signed between two or more countries. 

 Its key objective is that tax-payers in these countries can avoid being taxed twice for the same income. 

 A DTAA applies in cases where a tax-payer resides in one country and earns income in another. 

 DTAA with Singapore, Mauritius and Cyprus give full exemption on capital gains to investors as there‘s no cap 

gains in contracting countries. These agreements were misused for round tripping black money. 

 To curb revenue loss and check menace of black money through automatic exchange of information, India 

recently revised treaties with Mauritius and Cyprus and joint declaration was signed with Switzerland. 

 The Section 90 of Income Tax (IT) Act, 1961 empowers Central Government to enter into agreement with 

foreign country or specified territory for avoidance of double taxation of income and for exchange of 

information for prevention of evasion or avoidance of income-tax chargeable under IT Act, 1961. 

 
SOURCE: PIB 
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TWO DAY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PAVEMENT TECHNOLOGY AND 

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE ENGINEERING 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 CSIR-Central Road Research Institute has organized a two-day international conference titled ―Pavements and 

Computational Approaches‖ from 16-17 November 2018, at its premises in New Delhi. 
 

Objective of the Conference: 

 To deliberate upon advancements in pavement technology and road infrastructure engineering across the world, 

with special emphasis to the requirements of developing countries 

 Experts will discuss issues related to design and construction of pavements, material characterization, 

computational analysis and modelling.  

 Deliberations during the conference are likely to bring out new thoughts on technology up-gradation and its 

successful implementation in the field. 

CSIR: 

 Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), India, a premier national R&D organisation, is among the 

world‘s largest publicly funded R&D organisation. CSIR‘s pioneering sustained contribution to S&T human 

resource development is acclaimed nationally. Human Resource Development Group (HRDG), a division of CSIR 

realises this objective through various grants, fellowship schemes etc. 

 Human Resource Development Group has been contributing significantly towards producing an inquiring society 

and fast growing knowledge economy. These numerous schemes cover a wide range of scientists. 

 CSIR comes under ministry of science and technology. 
Source: PIB 

 

AIRSEWA 2.0 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 Union Civil Aviation and Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu and Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha 

launched Air Service 2.0 web portal and advanced version of Mobile App. 

 It aims in providing superior user experience with enhanced functionalities to air travelers. The upgraded version 

operates through an interactive web portal as well as through a mobile app for both Android and iOS platforms.  
 

 

Features: 

 It include features such as secure sign-up and log-in with social media, chatbot for travellers support,improved 

grievance management including social media grievances, real-time flight status and details flight schedule 

 The upgrade and improved version of AirSewa operates through an interactive web portal as well as through a mobile 

app for both android and iOS platforms and will offer passengers a convenient and hassle-free air travel experience. 

 The web portal and application will help to capture air travellers‘ feedback for policy interventions. 
Source: PIB 
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461 ELEPHANTS ELECTROCUTED IN COUNTRY IN 8 YEARS SINCE 2009 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

 Human-elephant conflict remains a major concern for policy makers and conservationists, electrocution of elephants 

is turning out to be a critical area in the management of India‘s elephant population. 

 Between August to October 2018, more than a dozen elephants were electrocuted in the eastern and northeastern 

part of India, including seven elephants in Odisha‘s Dhenkanal district. 
 

Electrocution: 

 The data pertaining to elephant deaths in India due to electrocution between 2009 and November 2017 points out 

that:  

 Every year, about 50 elephants have died on average due to electrocution. 

 A total of 461 elephant deaths due to electrocution occurred. 

 States in the eastern and northeastern region of the country have accounted for most of these deaths in Odisha, 90 

elephants died of electrocution; 70 elephants died of electrocution in Assam; 48 elephants in West Bengal; and 23 

elephants in Chhattisgarh. 

 Karnataka, which has the highest population of elephants, has recorded the highest casualties by electrocution, 

numbering 106.  

 While 17 elephants died in Kerala, in Tamil Nadu, the number of deaths in the same period was 50. 
 

Why the east-central and northeastern parts of the country are witnessing greater number of incidents of human-

elephant conflict? 

 In the east-central Indian landscape, elephants are emerging in the areas where they were never seen in decades or 

in centuries before.  

 For instance, there were no elephants in Chhattisgarh for centuries, and now we are witnessing human-elephant 

conflict. 
 

Way forward: 

 There needs to be greater coordination between the Forest Department and different agencies, including the Power 

Department,  

 continuous monitoring of electrical wires and to stop illegal electrical fencing, passing through areas of elephant 

movement. and having proper guidelines for maintaining the height of high tension electrical wires 

 We need to come up with a proper zone-wise management plan for different elephant landscapes — where to allow 

elephants and where to restrict their movement. 
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Project Elephant: 

 It is a centrally sponsored scheme 

 Launched in 1992 

 Objectives: 
 To protect elephants, their habitat & corridors 

 To address issues of man-animal conflict 

 Welfare of captive elephants 

 It provide financial and technical support to major elephant bearing states in the country for protection 

of elephants, their habitats and corridors. It also seeks to address the issues of human-elephant conflict 

and welfare of domesticated elephants. 

 Main activities of the Project are as follows: 

 Ecological restoration of existing natural habitats and migratory routes of elephants; 

 Development of scientific and planned management for conservation of elephant habitats and 

viable population of Wild Asiatic elephants in India; 

 Promotion of measures for mitigation of man elephant conflict in crucial habitats and 

moderating pressures of human and domestic stock activities in crucial elephant habitats; 

 Strengthening of measures for protection of Wild elephants form poachers and unnatural 

causes of death; 

 Eco-development and Veterinary care. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

JUMBO CARE! INDIA GETS ITS FIRST DEDICATED ELEPHANT HOSPITAL NEAR 

TAJ MAHAL 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Conservation NGO - Wildlife SOS has established India‘s first and only fully equipped Elephant Hospital in 

collaboration with Uttar Pradesh Forest Department.  
 

Elephant Hospital: 

 India‘s first elephant hospital is jumbo sized with a built-up area of nearly twelve thousand square feet with 

observation area for overnight monitoring of elephants under treatment using Close Circuit Infra-Red CCTV 

cameras. 

 The Wildlife SOS Elephant Hospital is designed to treat injured, sick or geriatric elephants. 

 Hospital is equipped with a medical hoist for lifting elephants requiring critical care, a pathology laboratory, digital 

weighing scale, Elephant Restraining Device (ERD) with a dedicated indoor treatment enclosure for longer medical 

procedures.  

 The hospital has modern medical facilities for treatment of injured elephants in distress like Wireless Digital X-Ray, 

Laser Treatment, Dental X-Ray, Thermal imaging, Ultrasonography, Hydrotherapy, Tranquilization Equipment and 

Quarantine facilities. 

 An observation deck will allow veterinary students and interns to observe and learn elephant treatment routines 

from a safe distance 
Source:- The Hindu 
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PROTECT THE LITTLE HELPERS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT  -  Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Across India‘s agrarian plains, plantations and orchards, millions of birds, bats and insects toil to pollinate crops. 

 However, many of these thousands of species may be in dangerous decline. 

 In 2015, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) found that 

pollinators lead to huge agricultural economic gains. 

 The report estimated pollinator contribution in India to be $0.831-1.5 billion annually for just six vegetable crops. 

This is an underestimation considering that nearly 70% of tropical crop species are dependent on pollinators for 

optimal yields. 
 
 

Reasons for decline in India: 

 The decline of moths, bees, butterflies, hoverflies and other pollinators is undeniably linked to human activity: 

  large tracts of natural habitats have been cleared for monoculture cultivation, while the use of pesticides and 

fertilisers is pushing out nature‘s little helpers.  

 In a series of studies at the University of Calcutta, researchers have showed that native Indian bees, when exposed 

to multiple pesticides, suffer from memory and olfactory impairment, lower response rates, and oxidative stress 

which damages cells. 

  Parthiba Basu and his team estimated that between 1964 and 2008, there was a 40-60% growth in relative yields of 

pollinator-dependent crops, while pollinator-independent crops such as cereals and potatoes saw a corresponding 

140% rise in yields.  

 In Kashmir, researchers have pinned lowering yields of apple trees on the declining frequency of bee visits. In north 

India, lowering yields of mustard cultivation may be caused by disappearing pollinators. 
 

Measures Taken: 

 By 2014-15, the U.S. had established a Pollinator Health Task Force and a national strategy that focussed on 

increasing the monarch butterfly population and planting native species and flowers in more than 28,000 sq km to 

attract pollinators. 

 U.K. developed 23 key policy actions under its National Pollinator Strategy. 

 Meanwhile, after the IPBES report, almost 20 countries have joined the Coalition of the Willing on Pollinators. 

 The EU Pollinators‘ Initiative adopted in June can provide pointers to India, particularly a policy of direct payment 

support to farmers to provide buffer strips for pollinators for nectar- and pollen-rich plants. 
 

Remarks: 

 Apart from promoting organic farming and lowering pesticide usage, landscape management is key. 

 India has millions of hectares of reserve forests, some of which have been converted to pulpwood plantations. Much 

of this can be restored to become thriving homes for pollinators.  

 The same can be done in gram panchayat levels.  

 Fallow areas and government land can be used to plant flowering species for pollinators. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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COUNTRY‘S FIRST OWL FESTIVAL ORGANIZED IN PUNE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Indian Owl Festival, the country‘s first owl fest, will be held at Pingori village in Purandar taluka of Pune, 

Maharashtra. 

 The two-day festival is organised by Ela Foundation, an NGO working towards nature education and conservation. 

 

Owl Festival: 

 It is a first-of-its-kind festival in the country that is being organised with the intention of creating awareness about 

owl as a bird and debunking numerous superstitions associated with it. 

 It will give information on owl conservation and feature art forms like pictures, paintings, lanterns, lamp shades, 

posters, origami, stitched articles, poems and stories on owls. 
 

Owls in India: 

 According to a report published by Traffic India, a wildlife trade monitoring body, and the World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF) in 2010, owls were found to be consumed and traded for a wide variety of purposes, including black magic, 

street performances, taxidermy, private aviaries/zoos, food and in folk medicines. 

 Despite being protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of India, the report has found owls to be highly prized 

and in demand for black magic purposes. 
Source:- Indian Express 

 

LET‘S GIVE TWO HOOTS FOR OWLS THIS DIWALI 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 As Diwali celebrations peak in India, so does the number of owls illegally trapped and sacrificed for tantric rituals and 

ceremonies during the festive season. 

 The exact number of owls traded domestically is unknown, estimates place the figure in thousands throughout the 

country. 

 TRAFFIC has issued an Advisory to enforcement agencies calling for increased efforts to help curb the trafficking and 

sacrifice of owls that peaks around the annual Diwali "Festival of Lights" celebrations.  
 

‗Imperilled Custodians of the Night‘: 

 TRAFFIC India‘s report entitled ―Imperilled Custodians of the Night‖ was launched on November 2010 

  The document is based on TRAFFIC‘s investigations into the illegal owl trade in India.  

 The report found owls to be consumed and traded for a wide variety of purposes, including for black magic, street 

performances, taxidermy, private aviaries/zoos, food, use in folk medicines,capturing other birds, use of claws and 

feathers in making headgear, and eggs used in gambling.  
 

Illegal trading: 

 Illegal trapping and trade peaks around the Diwali festival month, especially in Northern India. Occult practitioners 

drive consumer demand by touting the use of owl parts for purposes ranging from curing various illnesses to fighting 

the effects of evil spirits. Birds are poached for their bones, talons, skulls, feathers, meat and blood, which are then 

used in talismans, black magic, and traditional medicine.  

 Owls, especially with ―ears‖ (or tufts) are thought to possess greatest magical powers, and Diwali is claimed to be the 

most auspicious time for making owl sacrifices.  

 Of the 30 species of owls found in India, 15 have been found in illegal wildlife trade with Spotted Owlet Athene 

brama, Barn Owl Tyto alba and Rock Eagle-owl Bubo bengalensis found to be the most commonly recorded species 

in trade.  
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Protection: 

 Owls in India are protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of India that prohibits hunting, trade or any other form 

of utilisation of the species or their body parts.  

 Their international trade is further restricted under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

 Owls play a vital role in ecosystems, not least through benefiting farmers by preying on small rodents and other crop 

pests, making their ongoing protection of high ecological, economic, and social importance. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

490 INDIAN STAR TORTOISES SEIZED 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT  - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Customs officials seized 490 Indian star tortoises when they were about to be smuggled out of Chennai harbour on 

7th November 2018 night. 

 The recovered star tortoises were meant to be smuggled through air cargo in the guise of mud crab. They were to be 

sent through Thai Air cargo and were destined for Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia. 

 The tortoises are traded for food, used in traditional medicines and also kept as exotic pets.  

 They are in great demand in international market and command premium prices. Consumer demand is growing 

among middle-classes of countries like Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore.  

 Malaysia is a major hub of growing illegal wildlife trade as the country‘s law does not allow effective 

implementation of the CITES.  
 

Protection of Indian Star tortoises: 

 The Indian star tortoises is protected under both Schedule IV of the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 and CITES 

(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). 

  

Indian Star Tortoise: 

 Indian star tortoise (Geochelone elegans) is a threatened species of tortoise found in dry areas and scrub forest 

in India and Sri Lanka. 

 They range from India,  extending west to Sindh province (Pakistan), and Sri Lanka. 

 It was listed in IUCN Red list of Threatened Species 

 
 

 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

A DIWALI SANS CRACKERS, FOR BIRDS‘ SAKE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 When the Tamil Nadu government‘s counsel sought the Supreme Court‘s nod for a relaxation of the time limit for 

bursting crackers on Diwali, it did not create any waves for the villagers of Koonthankulam. 
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Voluntary Ban: 

 The villagers of Koonthankulam do not burst crackers on Diwali. 

 They stay away from crackers to ensure a peaceful and pleasant stay for the few thousand winged visitors atop the 

acacia and neem trees in the village and also inside the sprawling tank. 

 Some children in the hamlet may burst the occasional small firecracker this year. 

 However, most of the elders are keen on preserving the tradition of boycotting crackers for the sake of the birds, and 

appeal to the children not to go in for noisy celebrations. 
 

Birds sanctuary: 

 Over 45 bird species, including painted storks, flamingos, bar-headed geese, pelicans, spoonbills, snake birds, 

herons, terns, ducks and egrets nest at Koonthankulam whenever the region receives good rainfall. 

 As of now, only white ibis and spoonbills have camped here, and that too deep inside the tank. However, things will 

change in mid-December as more rainfall and the cool weather will attract more birds, including migratory birds 

from the Himalayan region and even Europe, says birdwatcher Paulpandi. 
Source:- The Hindu 

PALAU BECOMES FIRST COUNTRY TO BAN SUNSCREEN TO SAVE CORAL REEFS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 
An estimated 14,000 tonnes of lotion ends up in the world‘s oceans each year 

 The Western Pacific nation of Palau has become the first country to ban many kinds of sunscreen, in a move to 

protect its coral reefs from chemicals that scientists say cause significant damage. 

 Under the ban, which will take effect in 2020, ―reef-toxic‖ sunscreen — defined as containing one of 10 prohibited 

chemicals, a list that could grow later — can be confiscated from tourists when they enter the country, and retailers 

who sell it can be fined up to $1,000. 

 Damage to coral reefs worldwide from climate change has been widely reported, but scientists say there is growing 

evidence that chemicals from sunscreen, which washes off swimmers or enters the ocean through sewer systems, also 

causes grave harm.  

 
 

 Palau passed the ban into law last week. President Tommy Remengesau called it ―especially timely,‖ saying that a 

major impetus was a 2017 report that found sunscreen products to be ―widespread‖ in Jellyfish Lake, one of the 

country‘s UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

 It has been estimated that 14,000 tonnes of sunscreen ends up in the world‘s oceans each year. 

 Researchers found that even a low concentration of sunscreen in the water can hinder the development of young 

coral, said Dr. Selina Ward, a lecturer at the University of Queensland in Australia. 

 Studies have shown that chemicals in sunscreen can cause localized coral bleaching and can disrupt the reproduction 

of fish by interfering with their hormonal systems, Ms. Ward said. 

 A 2015 study found that oxybenzone in sunscreen stunts coral growth and is toxic for the algae that live within reefs. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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31 DEER DIE IN A PARK IN TAMIL NADU 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 As many as 31 spotted deer have died over the past three days at the Millennium Park in Bharat Heavy Electricals 

Limited Township at Kailasapuram, on the outskirts of Tiruchi.  
 

Causes for death: 

 The forest department said the deaths were caused due to excessive consumption of a tree leaves . 

 The autopsies revealed that this feed has caused indigestion resulting in an infection that ended in deer dying. 
 

Changes in feeding: 

 The BHEL recently changed the feed for the deer. They switched to Subabul for the past two weeks.  

 Animal husbandry officials who have been inspecting the park since Thursday said a minimal quantity of subabul 

leaves was usually given to cattle along with grass and other fodder.  

o Exclusive feeding of subabul leaves would have an adverse impact on the animal‘s digestive system which 

apparently happened in this case leading to 31 deer dying till 04 November. 
 

Steps taken : 

 Based on expert opinion, natural medications comprising pepper, arugampul (Bermuda grass) and watermelon 

were being given to the deer for reviving their digestive system. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 

NEW ENEMY OF BIRDS OF PREY: WIND FARMS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

CONTEXT: 

 wind turbines act like ‗super predators‘ changing ecosystems by removing birds of prey from the top of the food 

chain, a new study has found. 

 A new study has published in journal Nature Ecology & Evolution on November 5.It also proves, for the first time, 

that the ramifications of wind farms run much deeper across the food chain. 

 The study was done in the Chalkewadi plateau in Satara district in the northern Western Ghats which is the site of 

one of the largest and longest-running wind farms in the region. Large parts of the plateau and the adjacent valley are 

in the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve and Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary. These protected areas do not have wind turbines, and 

were chosen for comparison. 
 

Highlights of Study: 

 wind farms reduce the abundance and activity of predatory birds - for example buzzards, hawks and kites - which 

consequently increases the density of lizards. 

 wind farms have emerging impacts that are greatly underestimated 

 Prof Thaker said the findings demonstrated an unexpected conflict between combating climate change using green 

energy and protecting wildlife. 

 There is a strong need for an ecosystem-wide view when aligning green-energy goals with environment protection. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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OZONE LAYER IS RECOVERING, SAYS UN 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 A recent study by NASA has confirmed the recovery of the ozone layer due to the absence of chlorine from 

Chlorofluorocarbon(CFC) in the atmosphere. 

 The study, ―Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion: 2018‖, is the latest in a series of reports, released every four 

years, which monitor the recovery of ozone in the stratosphere, a layer that protects life on Earth from harmful 

layers of ultraviolet rays from the sun. 
 

UN findings: 

 It shows that the concentration of ozone-depleting substances continues to decrease, leading to an improvement in 

the layer since the previous assessment carried out in 2014. 

 Ozone in parts of the stratosphere has recovered at a rate of 1-3 percent since 2000 and, at projected rates, Northern 

Hemisphere and mid-latitude ozone is scheduled to heal completely by the 2030s, followed by the Southern 

Hemisphere in the 2050s and polar regions by 2060.  
 

Factors responsible for recovering ozone layer: 

 Montreal Protocol: It banned man-made gases that damage the fragile high-altitude ozone layer, found long-term 

decreases in the atmospheric abundance of controlled ozone-depleting substances and the ongoing recovery of 

stratospheric ozone. 

 The Antarctic ozone hole was expected to gradually close, returning to 1980 levels in the 2060s, the 

report said. 

 In 2019, the protocol is set to be strengthened with the ratification of the Kigali Agreement which limits the 

production of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), ozone safe compounds that are potent greenhouse gases. 

 The writers of the report found that, if the Kigali Amendment is fully implemented, the world can avoid up to 0.4 

per cent of global warming this century, meaning that it will play a major role in keeping the global temperature 

rise below 2°C. 
 

Concerns: 

 In the Arctic, annual variations were much larger, making it hard to confirm whether there had been a definite 

recovery in the layer since 2000. 

 However, while most of the banned gases have been phased out, the report found at least one violation of the 

protocol, an unexpected increase in production and emissions of CFC-11 from eastern Asia since 2012. 

 The report said the source country or countries had not yet been identified. 

 The report noted that if CFC-11 emissions continued at the same rate, return of mid-latitude and polar ozone-

depleting chemicals to their 1980 values would be delayed by about seven and 20 years, respectively. 
   

Source:- The Hindu 
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PROPOSED GANGA BILL BANS PORTS, JETTIES 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

 

 
 

Context: 

 The government has banned the construction of jetties, ports or ―permanent hydraulic structures‖ in the Ganga, 

unless permitted by the National Ganga Rejuvenation Authority, according to the proposed ‗Ganga Act‘. 

 The legislation, formally called the National River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Conservation and Management) Bill, 2018, 

proposes to create a management structure that will supervise the health of the 2,500-kilometre long banks. 

 The bill aims to rejuvenate Ganga to its ―pristine stage and ensure its uninterrupted flow‖. 

 The bill declares that the Centre will take control of the management, regulation and development of Ganga as the 

river is of unique importance ―ascribed to faith and reasons that are geographical, historical, sociocultural and 

economic is hereby given the status of a national river.‖ 
 

Maintenance of Ecological Flow: 

 The Bill lays down a host of restrictions to ensure the uninterrupted, ecological flow of the river. 

 Currently, a host of dams in the upper stretches of the river lead to the river‘s flow being obstructed say several 

activists and researchers, and persistent campaigns notably led by the late G.D. Agrawal. 

 This led government finally recognising the need for proposed and existing hydropower projects to change their 

design plans to ensure minimum flows all through the year. 
 

Armed Ganga Protection Corps (GPC): 

 The Armed Ganga Protection Corps (GPC) personnel will be provided by the ministry of home affairs and will be 

deployed by the National Ganga Rejuvenation Authority. 

 According to the draft bill, the armed personnel will have powers to ―arrest (offenders), take him or her in custody, 

or take him or her to the nearest police station‖. 

 offences and penalties punishable under the Ganga Act include spoiling or defacing ghats or stairs or throwing any 

―offensive matter‖ in the river.  

 Other offences include stone quarrying, commercial fishing without permission, deforesting hill slopes or other 

sensitive areas, withdrawing groundwater for organised consumption through tube wells or industrial needs, among 

many others.  
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 These offences are punishable with imprisonment up to two years or fine of up to Rs 50,000. 
 

Section 54 : A Contentious Clause: 

 section 54 of the bill on offences by companies, states that if an offence is committed by a company, every person 

who in charge of the company when the offence is committed and the company will be deemed guilty. 

 But if the in-charge is able to prove that the offence was committed without his or her knowledge or that they 

exercised due diligence to prevent the offence, they will not be punished under the act. 

 Section 54 first strongly puts the onus of those heading operations and activities of companies that are damaging 

the river. 

  But then promptly adds a protective clause by saying that action will not be taken if the offence was taken without 

his or her knowledge. 
 

 

Experts Opinion : 

 The major issues are building barrages and diverting flow of the river, dredging to make way for inland water 

ways, hydroelectric projects that impact the flow and massive deforestation destroying the overall ecology. The 

draft doesn‘t mention how these will be tackled,‖ said Mallika Bhanot of Uttarkashi-based NGO Ganga Ahwaan. 

 Manoj Mishra, an activist associated with a movement to save the Yamuna, said, ―The Ganga Act should be a 

popular movement, and not an entirely regulatory mechanism...Ganga rejuvenation plan has been a complete 

failure... Ganga is not a canal or a pipe. Despite the plan‘s focus on sewage treatment plants, it has made no 

difference to water quality either.‖ 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GLOBAL COOLING INNOVATION SUMMIT TO BE INAUGURATED IN NEW DELHI.  
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Two-day Global Cooling Innovation Summit will be inaugurated by Union Science & Technology Minister, Dr. 

Harsh Vardhan in New Delhi on 12
th
 November 2018.  

 The Summit is a first-of-its-kind solutions-focused event that will bring together leaders from around the world to 

explore concrete means and pathways to address the climate threat that comes from the growing demand from room 

air conditioners.  

 The event is jointly organized by the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, along with 

Rocky Mountain Institute, Alliance for An Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE), Conservation X Labs and CEPT 

University. 

 The summit will also see the launching of Global Cooling Prize— Mission Innovation challenge that aims to 

spur development of a residential cooling solution that has at least five times (5x) less climate impact than 

today's standard.  

 Global Cooling Prize is a competition with global reach and participation to achieve dramatic breakthroughs in 

cooling technologies. The objective of this competition would be to develop a cooling technology that requires 

radically less energy to operate, utilizes refrigerants with no ozone depletion potential and with low global warming 

potential, and has the potential to be cost-effective at scale. 
 This awards programme will call world-wide attention to the most promising ideas across the globe. This award will 

celebrate successes and facilitate endeavours of innovators through providing recognition, encouragement and 

support.  
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 The award will also be able to build a collaborative platform that can utilize the potential of researchers so that public 

research contributes towards fostering innovation and create impact which is of social and economic good.  

 This recognition will not only recognise the eminent contributions to clean energy research development and 

demonstration, but would also motivate younger researchers to focus on innovations needed in clean energy domain 

to make world a better place to live. 

 The Global Cooling Prize and Innovation Summit will see distinguished speakers from around the world-

 including innovators, philanthropists, venture capitalists, and other industry leaders - converge to participate in 

discussions over a two day period. 

 Panellists at the Summit will share their perspective on solving the cooling challenge, with discussions on the 

currently available public policy tools and how those may be informed or enhanced as a result of new innovations in 

the space. 
Source:- PIB 

 Rural India‘s ignored air pollution problem 

GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context 

 New Delhi‘s status as national capital ensures that it will receive plenty of attention every year come winter. 

 Rural India in the north of the country the heart of the problem does not receive equal attention. 
 

Popular perception is Wrong 
 India‘s air pollution issue often comes off as a peculiarly urban problem. 

 The WHO‘s Air Pollution and Child Health: Prescribing Clean Air report released earlier this week contradicts the 

fact. 

 The report notes that the main sources of air pollution may vary from urban to rural areas, but no area is safer from the 

peril of toxic air. 

 This is much or more a rural issue as far the 1.1 million air pollution-related deaths in 2015, 75% were in rural India. 
 

Entire north is under severe threat 

 Every winter, the Indo-Gangetic plains, housing nearly a third of India‘s population, are blanketed with a thick layer of ambient 

pollution. 

 Stubble burning, brick kilns, coal-fired factories and wood-fires for heat all contribute. 

 The problem is that of the 600-plus air quality monitoring stations the CPCB set up across the country, there are none in rural areas. 
 

More Children are at Risk 

 The report found India had almost 61,000 deaths of children under 5years due to ambient and household pollution. 

 India‘s 98% children are exposed to dangerous levels of air pollution. 

 This exposes them to a number of long-term physical and mental developmental problems. 

 This exposure is also connected with the country‘s shifting epidemiological profile where non-communicable diseases such as 

cardiovascular conditions and cancer are increasing. 
 

Situation is worsen by Indoor Pollution 

 In 2003, the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) issued guidelines for ambient air quality monitoring. 

 They differentiated between the types of pollution affecting urban and rural areas. 

 When it comes to the latter, the guidelines focus entirely on indoor air pollution. 

 The use of biomass fuels for indoor cooking, heating and light is a significant problem, true enough; the recent focus on this is 

appreciable. 

Draft policy to mitigate 

 The draft National Clean Air Programme put out earlier this year was an opportunity to plug the gaps. 

 The programme aims to expand the monitoring network to include 50 rural areas with at least one monitoring station each. 

 Though a start at best, at least 1,200 are needed to present an accurate spatial picture of rural air quality. 
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 However, the programme doesn‘t envisage any cooperation and coordination across crucial ministries such as health, transport and 

energy. 
 

Policies hasn‘t delivered yet 

 The government‘s Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, aimed at shifting poor households from biomass to clean LPG had the right 

idea. 

 But it hasn‘t quite worked out that way in practice. 

 LPG costs are a major deterrent to adoption and that even in households where LPG is used, fuel stacking—using biomass fuels 

alongside LPG is common. 
 

Way Forward 

 Empirical evidence from rural India shows that the transition of households to move towards cleaner energy with rising incomes 

often doesn‘t hold true. 

 This is impacted by various factors such as Educated females, family sizes etc. 

 The first step in the comprehensive framework should be the data collection. 

 The draft policy should be put to immediate effect with adequate budgetary provision. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

DELHI AIR WORSENS A DAY AFTER DIWALI 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The air quality index (AQI) was recorded at ―severe-plus emergency‖ category due to rampant bursting of toxic 

firecrackers. 

 The overall AQI of the city was 11 times the permissable limit. 
 
 

Severe-plus emergency: 

 The level of pollutants showed an increase on the Diwali day. The major changes were observed after 8 p.m., when 

the fireworks started. 

 Partly as a result of smoke from the firecrackers, the overall AQI in Delhi jumped to 642 which falls in the ―severe-

plus emergency‖ category, according to data by the Centre-run SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather 

Forecasting And Research). 

 The contribution of PM2.5 and PM10 had increased from 50 per cent to 70 per cent last night, indicating an 

increased share of locally generated firecracker emissions. 

 A ―severe plus emergency‖ level AQI essentially means that even healthy people may suffer from respiratory 

illnesses on prolonged exposure. 
 

Background: 

 The Supreme Court has allowed bursting of firecrackers from 8 pm to 10 pm only on Diwali and other festivals. The 

top court also allowed manufacture and sale of just ―green crackers‖ which have low emission of light, sound and 

harmful chemicals. 

 The court said the police should ensure that there was no sale of banned firecrackers and in case of any violation, the 

Station House Officer (SHO) of the police station of the area would be held personally liable and this would amount 

to committing contempt of the court. 
 
 

Violation of Court Order: 

 In gross violation of a Supreme Court order, people in several cities burst firecrackers until at least midnight, two 

hours after the 10 pm deadline. Loud bangs rent the air in New Delhi. Violations were also recorded in Mumbai, 

Kolkata, Jaipur and other major cities. 
 

Permissible Limit: 

 India‘s official permissible PM2.5 limit is 60 µgm-3, while that of PM10 level is 100 µgm-3. 

 On 8 November, the PM2.5 (particles in the air with a diameter of less than 2.5 micrometres) level was recorded at 

492 µgm-3, more than eight times the permissible limit. 

 The PM10 (particles in the air with a diameter of less than 10 micrometres) level was recorded at six times the 

permissible limit at 618 µgm-3, according to the SAFAR. 
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Impacts: 

 This Polluted air will seriously affect those with ailments, according to the advisory issued by the SAFAR. 

 Ultra fine particulate pollutants PM2.5 and PM10 in the air pose health hazards as they can enter the respiratory 

system and reach the bloodstream. 
  

Air quality Index: 

 This index is launched under Swacch Bharat Abhiyan in 2014 

 Aim is ‗one number- one colour-one description‘ for the common man to judge the air quality within his 

vicinity Air quality is declared in 6 categories 

 Index considers eight pollutants i.e. PM10, PM2.5, NO2, SO2, CO, O3, NH3, and Pb for which short-term (up 

to 24-hourly averaging period) National Ambient Air Quality Standards are prescribed. 

 
SAFAR: 

 SAFAR stands for System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research 

 It is a research program to build Air-Pollution mitigation strategies in consonance with nation‘s economic 

development 

 It is launched in greater metropolitan cities of India to provide location specific information on air quality in 

near real time 

 It has been combined with the early warning system on weather parameters 

 The ultimate objective of the project is to increase awareness among general public regarding the air quality in 

their city well in advance so that appropriate mitigation measures and systematic action can be taken up for 

betterment of air quality and related health issues. 

 SAFAR was developed indigenously by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune and 

operationalized by India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 It also will measure sun‘s UV-Index (UVI), PM1, Mercury and Black carbon in real time in addition to regular 

air quality and weather parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides, Carbon 

Monoxide. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

GREENHOUSE GAS AMOUNTS IN ATMOSPHERE HIT RECORD HIGH 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - CONSERVATION, ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND DEGRADATION, 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

Context: 

 The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) in its latest Greenhouse Gas Bulletin reported that the amounts of 

greenhouse gases in the atmosphere have hit yet another record high. 

 WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said, The window of opportunity for action is almost closed. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

  WMO said that there is no sign of a reversal in the trend of rising levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, 

which is driving long-term climate change, sea level rise, ocean acidification and more extreme weather. 

 Without rapid cuts in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, climate change will have increasingly  
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destructive and irreversible impacts on life on Earth.  

 The last time the Earth experienced a comparable concentration of carbon dioxide was 3-5 million years ago, 

when the temperature was 2-3°C warmer and sea level was 10-20 metres higher than now. 

 

 
 

 

Carbon Dioxide: 

 Concentrations of the gas reached 405.5 parts per million in 2017, 146% of the pre-industrial era (before 1750). 

 The increase in carbon dioxide from 2016 to 2017 was about the same as the average growth rate over the last 

decade. 

 It was smaller than the record leap observed from 2015 to 2016 (from 401.1 ppm to 403.3 ppm) under the 

influence of a strong El Niño event 

  There was no El Niño in 2017. 
 

Methane: 

 Atmospheric methane reached a new high of about 1859 parts per billion in 2017 and is now 257% of the pre-

industrial level. 

  Its rate of increase was about equal that observed over the past decade. 
 

 Nitrous Oxide:  

 Its atmospheric concentration in 2017 was 329.9 parts per billion. This is 122% of pre-industrial levels. 
 

CFC-11: 

 CFC-11 (trichlorofluoromethane)  is a potent greenhouse gas and a stratospheric ozone depleting substance 

regulated under the Montreal Protocol. 

 Since 2012, its rate of decline has slowed to roughly two-thirds of its rate of decline during the preceding decade. 

 The most likely cause of this slowing is increased emissions associated with production of CFC-11 in eastern Asia. 
Source:- Indian Express 

 

GROUNDWATER DEPLETION ALARMING IN NORTHWEST, CENTRAL INDIA 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Indo-Gangetic Plain, northwestern, central and western parts of India account for most intensive groundwater-

based irrigation. And among these regions, western India and the Indo-Gangetic Plain have more than 90% of the 

area irrigated using groundwater. 

  With 230 billion metre cube of groundwater drawn out each year for irrigating agriculture lands in India, many parts 

of the country are experiencing rapid depletion of groundwater.  

 The total estimated groundwater depletion in India is in the range of 122–199 billion metre cube. 
 

Significant depletion: 

 Majority of districts in India experienced significant depletion in groundwater storage.  

 While districts with significant decrease in groundwater are located in the Indo-Gangetic Plain, northwest, and 

central (Maharashtra) regions. 
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 a few districts in Punjab show substantial decline in groundwater table. 

 With depletion occurring at a rate of 91 cm per year, Punjab has been witnessing a steep decline in groundwater 

table since 1996.  

 ―In northwestern India, the amount of groundwater extracted exceeds the total recharge leading to groundwater 

depletion. 

 In contrast, some districts in western India, east coast and peninsular India have witnessed an increase in 

groundwater levels. 
 

Recent study: 

 The study published in June this year found that groundwater recharge has declined between 1996 and 2016 in 

northwest and northcentral India due a reduction in low-intensity rainfall.  

 Low-intensity rainfall during the monsoon is responsible for groundwater recharge in northwest and northcentral 

India. 

  The study also found that carbon dioxide emission from pumping groundwater and release of carbon dioxide into 

the atmosphere from the soil when groundwater is depleted is less than 2-7% of the total carbon dioxide emissions 

in India. 

Groundwater Management: 

 More than 500 tensiometers to visually monitor soil moisture conditions in rice fields and irrigate the crops only 

when required were used in five districts in Punjab. 

 Irrigation based on information provided by the tensiometers helped farmers in the five districts save 10–36% 

groundwater. 
  

Tensiometers: 

 A tensiometer measures soil moisture. The tensiometer gives visual information about the availability of soil 

moisture conditions. 

 Tensiometers may be used in any irrigated crop, however, it is with horticultural crops in particular that they 

provide a suitable method to aid irrigation decisions. 

 The tensiometer is 2–3 feet long and has a ceramic cup containing numerous tiny pores at the bottom. It is 

inserted up to 8 inches into the soil, which is beyond the root zone of rice. The water inside the tensiometer 

reaches equilibrium with soil moisture, and rises or falls depending on the amount of moisture in the soil. 

 Farmers are advised not to irrigate the field when the water level in the tensiometer is in the green zone. When 

the soil gets dry the water level in the tensiometer drops and reaches the yellow zone in the device. Farmers 

should start irrigating the field at this time and never allow the water in the device to reach the red zone 
 

Remarks: 

 If groundwater is depleted and the region experiences drought for two–three years consecutively, there will be serious 

challenges. Availability of even drinking water will be a huge problem.  

○ ―Natural recharge during monsoon may not help much if groundwater depletion becomes acute, as rainfall of 

past several years controls the current groundwater storage levels.‖ 

 Farmers in the regions where groundwater depletion has already occurred should consider cultivating less water-

intensive crops, use better irrigation technologies and irrigate crops only when necessary. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

IS POINT CALIMERE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY SAFE FOR MIGRATORY BIRDS? 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The water quality at the Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary might be unsafe for avifauna to feed and breed, notes a 

study that examined different pollution indicators in water. Researchers from Bharathidasan University, 

Tiruchirappalli compared their results with the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) standards to reach this conclusion. 
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Threat to biodiversity and Ecosystem: 

 Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary chosen for the study. Temperature of the atmosphere and water, and water quality 

analysis were carried out during the peak bird breeding season. 

 The report published in Marine Pollution Bulletin says, Atmospheric temperature at a few stations exceeded 36-40 

degrees Celsius. ―This can affect the egg albumen during the pre-incubation period, thereby providing better growth 

conditions for harmful microorganisms in the eggs. 

 The pH and salinity of the waters also exceeded the permissible limits for ecologically sensitive zones. 

○ Previous studies have shown that high acidic or high alkaline water can affect the metabolic and 

developmental activities of wild animals and birds. 
Source:- The Hindu 

FEARS OF FIRE AS RETREATING MONSOON DRIES UP SCRUB FORESTS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 A tepid retreating monsoon has set up fears again of the forests becoming tinderboxes. In the past week of 

November. 

 Forest Survey of India‘s (FSI) fire alert dissemination system has started ringing a warning not just of the small, 

manageable fires in Karnataka‘s forests, but also of the fire season which will start in a few months‘ time. 
 

Fire alerts in state: 

 In 2017 alone, there were 7,299 fire alerts sent by the system, and at least 1,333 confirmed forest fires. 

 Since November 1, the Forest department has received 20 fire alerts,  

○ Many of which were verified as being non-threatening small fires or were small fires on farmers‘ fields 

○ Small fire reported in Kalkere range of the Bannerghatta National Park. 

 So far in 2018, there have been 4,574 fire alerts that were sent, a figure that has been relatively low considering the 

strong pre-monsoon and monsoon season. 
 

Bandipur fire threat: 

 Out of 30 districts, forests in 23 districts in Karnataka were vulnerable to some sort of forest fire, says the report, 

Vulnerability of India‘s Forests, published by FSI.  

○ Report also says, Out Of these 23 districs, 11 districts were highly vulnerable. 

 To get an idea of the threat on critical wildlife reserves, Adarsh M. Kulkarni, a researcher with Wildlife Institute of 

India, and former ISRO scientist B. Manikiam, used satellite imagery to tabulate the fire threat in Bandipur Tiger 

Reserve, an important tiger habitat in the State. 

 Their analysis shows that 79% of Bandipur‘s forest area is in some form of fire risk. 

○ Of this, 7.5% is in the ―Very High Risk‖ zone, while 29% is with the ―High risk‖ zone. 

○ Their analysis seemed to find credence in the fire spots detected by satellites between 2012 and 2017, all 

of which were in these two zones alone. 

Remarks: 

 A ground verification of satellite imagery could possibly show more areas being vulnerable. But this sort of fire risk 

zone mapping can be critical so that policy makers can allot priorities for fire management during the fire season. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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PROJECT MAPS BUTTERFLY MIGRATION IN SOUTH INDIA 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

 
Context: 

 The Ferns Naturalists‘ Society (FNS), Wayanad, Travancore Natural History Society (TNHS), and the Malabar 

Natural History Society (MNHS) have joined hands to launch a citizen science project. 

  To map the migratory path of butterflies in south India the first such initiative in the country. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Usually butterfly migration starts during October-November with the onset of the northeast monsoon, from the 

plains to the ghats, and during April-May, just before the advent of the southwest monsoon, from the ghats to the 

plains. 

 A recent study revealed that four species of milkweed butterflies are mainly involved in the migration  

  The Dakhan Dark Blue Tiger,  

 Oriental Blue Tiger,  

 Double-branded Black Crow and 

  Indian Common Crow. 

 The migration takes place across the plains of south India to the southern part of the Western Ghats. 

 Migrant butterflies initially remain in reproductive diapause for a few weeks after reaching the 

Western Ghats. They breed in the mountain ranges and their progeny migrate to the eastern plains 

and Eastern Ghats area.  

 The butterflies leave the Western Ghats just before the onset of the southwest monsoon and return 

after the monsoon. Thus, they avoid the cold weather and heavy rain in the southern Western Ghats. 

 These butterflies breed during the southwest monsoon season on the eastern areas of south India and 

their progeny migrate back to the Western Ghats in October-November. 
Source:- The Hindu 

A FOREST FILLED WITH BUTTERFLIES 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

 Recently, survey was conducted jointly by the Department of Forest and Wildlife, Parambikulam Tiger Conservation 

Foundation, and the Wayanad-based Ferns Naturalists Society, was held between November 9 and 12. 

 Sixty experts and 50 forest protection staff participated in the survey in the reserve. 

 The survey was held in different topographies and forest areas, including evergreen forests, dry deciduous forests, 

moist deciduous forests, shrubs and meadows, which lie in areas such as Aanapanthi, Parambikulam, Kuriarkutty and 

Nelliampathy. 
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 Seventeen separate camps were arranged in these areas to ensure comprehensive surveying. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

  spotted 221 varieties of butterflies, 11 of which were endemic to the area. 

 With such a rich spread, the reserve could also hit spotlight as a haven of butterflies. 

 The major species spotted during the four-day initiative include Small Palm Bob, Silverstreak Blue, Orange-tail 

Awl, and Red-disc Bushbrown. Among them, Orange-tail Awl gets active only during early morning hours and late 

in the evening. 

 The survey team had also recorded migration patterns of the rare species — Dark Blue Tiger and Common Crow. 

 Buddha Peacock or Buddha Mayoori, which was recently declared as State butterfly of Kerala, was found in 

abundance in some areas of the forest. 

 One of the biggest surprises of the survey is the spotting of Red-disc Bushbrown, a high-altitude species endemic to 

Western Ghats. We found them in an area of Nelliampathy region at an altitude of 1,320 m. It would be difficult to 

spot them in any part further north of Western Ghats. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

WHY IS MAHARASHTRA REELING UNDER DROUGHT? [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Introduction: 

 At the end of October, the Maharashtra government declared drought in 151 taluks in 26 of 36 districts, mostly in 

the Marathwada region and in the north. 

 Of Maharashtra‘s 358 tehsils in 36 districts, tehsils in 26 districts are affected by drought 

 A little less than half of all tehsils in the state are reeling under drought — 112 tehsils are facing severe drought 

conditions, which means more than 60% of the crops have been damaged, while the remaining 39 tehsils are facing 

moderate drought, where crop damage is more than 33.5%. 
 

Severe Drought: 

 In its 2018-19 report, the Groundwater Surveys and Development Agency (GSDA) said a comparative study of 

water levels in October in the last five years had shown that there was a decrease, at some places by more than a 

metre. 

 Though Maharashtra received 74.3% average rainfall, its scattered nature and concentration in particular areas 

harmed crops and affected water storage. 

 As of November 16, water storage in all dams stood at 55.25% of the total capacity. On the same day last year, the 

storage was 73.91%. 

 Marathwada division: 

○ The total water storage down to 22.17%, as against 68.34% last year.  

  Nashik division - North Maharashtra: 

○ Has witnessed a drop in water levels to 58.56% from 83.23% last year. 
 

Remarks: 

 According to H.M. Desarda, former member of the State Planning Commission, The government‘s Jalyukta 

Shiwar scheme is unscientific; also, its excessive focus on widening and deepening of streams and ‗nullahs‘ 

benefits contractors rather than creating water storage. 

 Ever increasing area under sugarcane cultivation and excessive use of water for this crop is also being blamed for 

the depleting ground and dam water. 

 As per data, the total area under sugarcane in 2017-18 was 9.02 lakh hectares. As per initial estimates, the area 

increased to 11.62 lakh hectares in 2018-19. 

○ The increase is recorded in the now-drought affected regions of Aurangabad, Nanded and Ahmadnagar. Mr. 

Fadnavis, despite having talked about making drip irrigation mandatory for sugarcane cultivation, hasn‘t 

moved ahead with any scheme 
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 The announcement of drought will bring along some relief measures.  For instance, land revenue won‘t be 

collected from farmers; they will get a 33% subsidy on the electricity bill for agriculture pumps, find work under 

the employment guarantee scheme, and get exemption from payment of school and college fees for children.  

○ They will get financial help, with the government likely to give Rs 6,800 per hectare to those with non-

irrigated farms and Rs 13,000 per hectare to those with irrigated farms. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

TIGER TRANSLOCATION MAY CONTINUE: NTCA 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has hinted at continuation of the first-ever inter-State tiger 

translocation project in Odisha‘s Satkosia Tiger Reserve despite huge setbacks. 
 
 

More about the News: 

 The Tiger brought from Kanha Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh to Odisha‘s Satkosia is reported to be dead after 

forest officials stumbled upon its carcass in the wildlife sanctuary‘s core area. 

○ In Odisha, this is the second case of a tiger dying within three weeks. 

 A two-member team, comprising an expert each from NTCA and Wildlife Institute of India, was assigned to study 

if protocols were followed after the death of a tiger. 

 The post-mortem report indicated that, death was due to infected ante-mortem maggot-infested wound followed by 

multiple organ failure. 
 

Background: 

Odisha had planned to bring three pairs of tiger from Madhya Pradesh to increase their population in Satkosia. One pair of 

big cats had reached Satkosia as part of the ambitious programme. 
 
 

Why Translocation is needed? 
The Satkosia Tiger Reserve, in 2007, when it was declared a Tiger Reserve by the NTCA, had a population of 12 tigers. But 

its tiger population in 2018 had come down to two in 2018, according to the forest department. However, local wildlife 

experts put the figure at one. Following the wipe out of tigers in Panna Tiger Reserve (Uttar Pradesh) in 2009 and Sariska 

Tiger Reserve (Rajasthan) in 2004, STR is the latest to, more or less, witness its entire tiger population vanish. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

Rare bird sighted in Kerala‘s Chinnar sanctuary 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

The sighting of a rare bird species in the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary has sparked much interest among ornithologists since its 

presence was noticed on the eastern side of the Western Ghats for the first time. 
 

Frogmouth (Makkachi Kada): 

 The Sri Lankan Frogmouth, belonging to the Batrachostomus moniliger species, which was sighted at the sanctuary 

is usually confined to its habitation in the western side of the Western Ghats forests. 

 It is a relative of Nightjar, a crepuscular and nocturnal bird breeding in Europe and temperate Asia. 

 Its preferred habitat is a dry and open area with some small trees or bushes. 

 The bird lays only one egg in a year and makes nest using mosses and lichens. Male bird, which also broods the egg, 

destroys the nest after chick fledges. The nocturnal bird feeds on insects. 
 

Habitat: 

 The bird species is found in the Western Ghats of southwest India and Sri Lanka. In Kerala, apart from Thattekad 

bird sanctuary, sightings were reported from Nelliyampathy, Chimmini, Parambikulam, Thenmala and Wayanad. 

The bird is also found in Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra. 

 Sri Lankan Frogmouth was believed to have extinct from Kerala‘s forests after no sightings were reported for over 

four centuries. Said officials 
Source:- The Hindu 
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DENY MSP TO STUBBLE BURNERS: NGT 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT  - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Stating that State governments had failed to curb stubble burning, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Monday 

summoned the Chief Secretaries of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 

 Officers have been directed to draw up a plan to provide economic incentives for farmers to not burn crop stubble, and 

disincentives for those who continue to observe the practice. 
 

More about the news: 

 The green panel was hearing the matter after taking note of a news report published in an English daily titled, "All 

fiddle as crop stubble burns, farmers say solutions out of reach."  

 The report had claimed that crop burning shoots up the carbon dioxide levels in the air by 70%. 

 It had said that every year in October, the air quality in Delhi, Punjab and Haryana plummets as farmers set the 

leftover stubble and loose straw on fire after paddy is harvested using combines. 

 It had also claimed that over the last two years, the central and state governments have devised a number of 

measures to prevent crop burning from slapping fines on farmers to subsidising equipment that allow seeds of 

the next wheat crop to be planted with the stubble still on the fields. 
 

Background: 

 The tribunal had earlier directed the Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture to submit a status report within six weeks 

on providing infrastructural assistance to farmers to stop them from burning crop residue to prevent air pollution. 

 It had asked the official to take feedback from the authorities concerned on steps taken to enforce the directions of the 

tribunal, including providing machinery to poor and marginal farmers. 

NGT Direction: 

 A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said, ―The fact remains that the problem has not 

been fully tackled and the adverse impacts on the air quality and consequent impacts on the citizens‘ health and lives 

are undisputed.‖ 

 The problem is required to be resolved by taking all such measures as are possible in the interest of public health 

and environment protection. 

 We make it clear that the existing Minimum Support Price (MSP) Scheme must be so interpreted so as to enable 

the concerned states to wholly or partly deny the benefit of MSP to those who continue to burn the crop 

residue.Bench said. 

 The green panel had said that three years had elapsed since its verdict in the Vikrant Tongad case, in which it had 

passed a slew of directions to stop crop burning, but the state government had shown a lethargic approach. 

 It had said the Punjab government had also failed to tie up with any company, private or public, which could utilise the 

crop residue. 
 
 

Urgency of situation: 

 While the officers have been asked to be present on November 15,the NGT specified that the ―short time is on 

account of the urgency of the situation with regard to deteriorating air quality prevailing in NCT Delhi and adjoining 

areas.‖ 

 The tribunal had directed Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh governments to convene a meeting to 

work out a clear mechanism on transportation and use of stubble as fuel in power plants. 
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National Green Tribunal (NGT): 

 The NGT was established in 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010, passed by 

the Central Government. 

 The stated objective of the Central Government was to provide a specialized forum for 

effective and speedy disposal of cases pertaining to environment protection, conservation of 

forests and for seeking compensation for damages caused to people or property due to violation 

of environmental laws or conditions specified while granting permissions. 
 

Principles of Justice adopted by NGT: 

 The NGT is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 

but shall be guided by principles of natural justice. 

 NGT is also not bound by the rules of evidence as enshrined in the IndianEvidence Act, 1872. 

Thus, it will be relatively easier for conservation groups to present facts and issues before the 

NGT, including pointing out technical flaws in a project, or proposing alternatives that could 

minimize environmental damage but which have not been considered. 

 While passing Orders/decisions/awards, the NGT will apply the principles of sustainable 

development, the precautionary principle and the polluter pays principles. 
 

Legal jurisdiction of NGT: 

The NGT has the power to hear all civil cases relating to environmental issues and questions that are 

linked to the implementation of laws listed in Schedule I of the NGT Act. These include the following: 

1. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; 

2. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; (yes, cess act) 

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980; 

4. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;  

5. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; (aka EPA) 

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; (good option to confuse) 

7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 
  

NOTE: The NGT has not been vested with powers to hear any matter relating to theWildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972, the Indian Forest Act, 1927 and various laws enacted by States relating to 

forests, tree preservation etc. Therefore, specific and substantial issues related to these laws cannot be 

raised before the NGT. 
 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

MAKE ELEPHANT CORRIDORS ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES: NGT 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has asked the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) to 

consider declaring all elephant corridors in India as eco-sensitive zones. 
 

More about the News: 

 A plea that sought legal recognition for elephant reserves and corridors in the State of Assam, a Bench headed by 

NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said, ―After hearing the matter for some time, it was noted by us that 

the issue of elephant corridors has been raised by different applicants and various judgments have also been passed 

by the Tribunal. Therefore, we direct the MoEF&CC to look into this aspect in a broader perspective and also to have 

a permanent solution.‖ 
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 The NGT was hearing a plea moved by Assam resident Pradip Kumar Bhuyan on the increasing number of unnatural 

elephant deaths taking place in the State. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NGT DIRECTS MINISTRY, NHAI TO WIDEN FLYOVER 
GS PAPER - 03 Environment - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment. 
 

Context: 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and the National 

Highways Authority of India to look into a plea seeking directions to prepare an action plan for the construction of a flyover 

in Uttarakhand, to conserve wildlife. 
 

 

More about the news: 

 The Centre for Wildlife and Environmental Litigation (CWEL) had filed a case in the NGT for the protection and 

conservation of tigers in the reserve alleging that due to traffic disturbances, tigers were getting locally extinct. 

 According to the applicant, Chilla-Motichur corridor is used by the elephants but the vehicular traffic creates a 

situation of conflict between the elephants and human beings 

 The tribunal had sought a detailed report on the construction of the six-m-high and 731-m-long elephant underpass 

at Chilla Motichur Corridor, which is a part of the four-laning of Haridwar-Dehradun section of NH-58 and NH-72 

that passes through RNP. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NGT SLAPS RS 5-CRORE FINE ON BENGAL 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a fine of RS 5 crore on the West Bengal government for failing 

to take steps to improve the air quality of Kolkata and Howrah.  
 

More about the News: 

 Subhas Datta, the petitioner, said that the cost has been imposed for failing to comply with an earlier order of the 

NGT in August 2016. 

 In an order on Tuesday, the principal bench of NGT‘s Eastern Zone, directed the State‘s Chief Secretary to file an 

affidavit by January 8, 2019 regarding the payment of compensation and the action taken report in this regard. 

 The NGT directed that the cost should be paid within two weeks to the Central Pollution Control Board. If the 

government failed to do so, it would have to pay an additional Rs 1 crore as fine for every month‘s delay. 

 The 2016 order included taking steps like augmentation of air monitoring network, traffic management, 

streamlining of efficiency auto emission training centres, and phasing out of commercial vehicles more than 15-

years-old. 
Source:- The Hindu 

BASIC NATIONS PUSH FOR ‗CLIMATE FINANCE‘ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Ahead of the United Nations Conference of Parties (COP) in December, Environment Ministers and top climate 

change negotiators from Brazil, South Africa, China and India (BASIC) convened in Delhi on Tuesday and said the 

countries as a group would continue to push for developed countries on their earlier commitment to providing $100 

billion annually from 2020. 
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COP24: 

 This year‘s edition of the COP the 24th such meeting will see representatives from at least 190 countries, think-

tanks, and activists in Katowice, Poland. 

 Members will try to agree on a Rule Book that will specify how countries will agree to take forward commitments 

taken at the 21st COP in Paris in 2015. 

 At COP 21st meeting, countries had agreed to take steps to limit global warming to 2C below pre-industrial levels. 

 A key aspect to make this possible is climate finance, but countries so far aren‘t agreed on what constitutes climate 

finance. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 
 

LANCET URGES RESPONSE TO HEAT WAVE EXPOSURE SURGE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 
According to the Lancet Countdown 2018 on Health and Climate Change report,  globally each person was exposed to an 

additional 1.4 days of heat wave between 2000 and 2017 compared to the baseline period of 1986 to 2005. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Most 153 billion hours of labour were lost globally in 2017 due to heat, an increase of 62 billion hours from the year 

2000. 

 From 2014-2017, the average length of heatwaves in India ranged from 3-4 days compared to the global average of 

0.8-1.8 days. 

 Indians were exposed to almost 60 million heatwave exposure events in 2016, a jump of about 40 million from 2012. 

 India also lost nearly 75,000 million labour hours in 2017 (equivalent to a year‘s work for 7% of the working 

population), compared to about 43,000 million hours in 2000, an increase of more than 30,000 million labour hours 

lost in less than two decades. 

 For the agriculture sector alone, the labour hours lost increased from about 40,000 million hours in 2000 to about 

60,000 million hours in 2017. 

 The agriculture sector was more vulnerable compared to the industrial and service sectors because workers there 

were more likely to be exposed to heat. 

 Overall, across sectors India lost almost 75,000 million hours of labour in 2017, from about 43,000 million hours in 

2000. 
 

Significance: 

  India is placed amongst the countries who most experience high social and economic costs from climate change‖, 

the study makes several recommendations. 

 These include identifying ―heat hot-spots‖ through appropriate tracking of meteorological data. 

 Also promoting ―timely development and implementation of local Heat Action Plans with strategic inter-agency 

coordination, and a response which targets the most vulnerable groups has been advised. 

 The findings are also significant for India as agriculture makes up 18% of the country‘s GDP and employs almost 

half the population. 
 

Other Reports: 

 A recent World Bank report on South Asia‘s hotspots predicted a 2.8% erosion of the country‘s GDP by 2050, 

accompanied by a fall in living standards due to changes in temperature, rainfall and precipitation patterns. 

 The India Meteorological Department had reported that from 1901 to 2007, there was an increase of more than 

0.5°C in mean temperature, with considerable geographic variation, and climate forecasts by research groups project 

a 2.2-5.5°C rise in temperatures in northern, central and western India by the end of the 21st century. 

 According to ‗Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C,‘ commissioned by the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC), if the average global temperature rose by more than one degree Celsius from the present, 

India could ―annually‖ expect conditions like the 2015 heat wave that killed at least 2,000. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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OCEANS ARE HEATING MUCH FASTER: STUDY 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

 The world‘s oceans have absorbed more heat than previously thought over the last quarter of a century, scientists 

said on Thursday, leaving the earth more sensitive still to the effects of climate change. 

 Oceans cover more than two thirds of the planet‘s surface and play a vital role in sustaining life on the earth. 

 According to their most recent assessment this month, scientists from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) say the world‘s oceans have absorbed 90% of the temperature rise caused by man-made carbon 

emissions. 

 But new research published in the journal Nature used a novel method of measuring ocean temperature. 

 It found that for each of the last 25 years, oceans may have absorbed heat energy equivalent to as much as 150 times 

the amount of electricity mankind produces annually. 

 That is between 10-70% higher than previous studies showed. 

 Whereas those studies relied on tallying the excess heat produced by known man-made greenhouse gas emissions, a 

team of U.S.-based scientists focused on two gases found naturally in the atmosphere: oxygen and carbon dioxide. 

 Both gases are soluble in water, but the rate at which water absorbs them decreases as it warms. 

 By measuring atmospheric oxygen and CO2 for each year, scientists were able to estimate how much heat oceans 

had absorbed on a global scale. 

 The authors calculated that oceans had warmed in the range of 10-70%. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY CONFERENCE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment. 

Context: 

 The first Sustainable Blue Economy Conference was held in Nairobi, capital of Kenya. It was organized by Kenya 

and co-hosted by Japan and Canada. 

  India endorses the growth of the Blue Economy in a sustainable, inclusive and people centred manner through the 

framework of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 
 

More about the conference : 

 The Sustainable Blue Economy Conference is the first global conference on the sustainable blue economy. 

 It builds on the momentum of the UN‘s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 2015 Climate Change 

Conference in Paris and the UN Ocean Conference 2017 ―Call to Action‖. 

 Over 18,000 participants from around the world are coming together to learn how to build a blue economy that: 

o Harnesses the potential of our oceans, seas, lakes and rivers to improve the lives of all, particularly people 

in developing states, women, youth and Indigenous peoples 

o Leverages the latest innovations, scientific advances and best practices to build prosperity while conserving 

our waters for future generations 

 

Highlights: 

 India is also developing its maritime infrastructure as well as its inland waterways and coastal shipping through the 

launch of the ambitious ―Sagarmala Programme‖ which aims to revolutionize maritime logistics and port led 

developments in the country.  

 India‘s national vision about this sector is clearly articulated in term ―SAGAR‖- Security and Growth for All in 

Indian Ocean Region  which was coined by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 Coastal Economic Zones (CEZs) are being developed It will become a microcosm of the blue economy, with the 

growth of industries and townships that depend on the sea and contribute to global trade through sea connectivity. 
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 It also focuses on the development of coastal communities and people through skill gap analysis, skill development 

centers to train coastal communities in the sustainable use of ocean resources, modern fishing techniques and 

coastal tourism. 

 Several green initiatives were taken in the coastal regions like 31 MW of captive solar power generation at various 

ports, installation of oil spill response facilities, andStudy to identify ways to re-use waste water at ports. 
Source: PIB 

 

ARMY FIRE POWER GETS BOOSTER SHOT 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 

Context: 

 After a long wait, internationally combat proven M777 A2 Ultra Light Howitzers, K-9 Vajra-Tracked Self Propelled 

Guns and 6×6 Field Artillery Tractors were inducted in the Indian Army on 09 November 2018. 

 The M777 Ultra Light Howitzers from the U.S. and K9 Vajra-T self-propelled artillery gun from South Korea were 

inducted at the Devlali Field Firing Ranges in Maharashtra. 
 

 

 
Background: 

 More than three decades have passed since a modern artillery system was inducted by the army, the last being the 

Bofors FH77B02 in 1987.  

 The artillery modernisation plan has been moving at a slow pace since the last couple of decades but it picked up 

pace when the Indian Army issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for 100 155mm / 52-calibre SP gun programme in 

2011.  

K9 Vajra-T guns: 

 The K9 VAJRA-T 155mm/ 52 is a tracked self-propelled  

 The Vajra offers a high rate of fire at a long range and is compatible with Indian and standard NATO ammunition.  

 It has been customised from the original K9 Thunder. Its fire control system has been customised for desert 

conditions. 

 Induction of 100 K9 Vajra at a cost of Rs 4,366 crore is to complete by November 2020. The first batch of 10 guns 

will be delivered this month The next 40 guns will be delivered in November 2019, and another 50 in November 

2020 

Howitzer deal with U.S. : 

 India signed a $737-million deal with the U.S. in November 2016 under the Foreign Military Sales Programme for 

145 M777 Ultra Light Howitzers.  

 Twenty-five guns will be imported and the rest will be assembled in India in partnership with Mahindra Group. 

Deliveries will be completed by mid-2021. 
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 The M777 brings a new level of capability to the artillery unit by offering rapid deployment and extreme accuracy 

 The M777 is a 155-mm, 39-calibre towed artillery gun. It weighs just four tonnes, making it transportable 

underslung from helicopters. 

 The M777s, which have been used in operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, can be easily transported to high altitude 

areas by helicopters. 
 

6×6 Field Artillery Tractor: 

 Indigenously developed by Ashok Leyland and will provide the much awaited replacement for the ageing fleet of 

Artillery Gun Towing Vehicles.  

 It is a Major impetus to ‗Make In India‘ initiative of the government. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

INDIA DECLARES NUCLEAR TRIAD OPERATIONAL 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 
Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday announced the country's first indigenous nuclear submarine INS 

Arihant successfully completed its "first deterrence patrol", which signifies the underwater predator has undertaken its 

maiden long-range mission with "live" nuclear-tipped missiles. 

 

 
 

 

More about the news: 

 India's long-awaited nuclear triad, or the capability to fire nuclear weapons from land, air and sea, is now finally 

operational almost five decades after it was first conceived for credible strategic deterrence and 20 years after the 

Pokhran-II tests. 

 INS Arihant is India‘s first indigenously-designed, developed and manufactured nuclear-powered ballistic missile 

submarine, and three more such submarines are reportedly under various stages of construction. 

 INS Arihant, a strategic asset, was developed for over two decades under the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) 

programme, which comes directly under the Nuclear Command Authority headed by the Prime Minister. 

 PM  said, In an era such as this, a credible nuclear deterrence is the need of the hour. The success of INS Arihant 

gives a fitting response to those who indulge in nuclear blackmail. 

 India has become the sixth country — after US, Russia, UK, France and China — to have a fully operational nuclear 

triad. 
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NO FIRST USE POLICY: 

 INS Arihant is a ‗second-strike‘ capability provided by an SSBN (Ship Submersible Ballistic Nuclear) which is not 

only nuclear-powered but armed with nuclear missiles as well. It means that India can hide its ballistic missiles at sea 

for a long period of time and hit back at the enemy from sea, if its land and air-based delivery systems have been 

neutralised by the enemy in a nuclear strike. 

 Modi underlined that ―as a responsible nation, India has put in place a robust nuclear command and control structure, 

effective safety assurance architecture and strict political control, under its Nuclear Command Authority. It remains 

committed to the doctrine of Credible Minimum Deterrence and No First Use, as enshrined in the decision taken by 

the Cabinet Committee on Security in its meeting chaired by the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on 

January 4, 2003. 

 

INS Arihant: 

 INS Arihant is nuclear submarine capable of carrying nuclear tipped ballistic missiles. Thus it belongs to class 

referred to as Ship Submersible Ballistic Nuclear (SSBN) 

 Its design is based on the Russian Akula-1 class submarine. It was built with Russia‘s help under Advanced 

Technology Vessel (ATV) project started in the 1980s. 

 It weighs 6000 tonnes and is 112 metre long. It is powered by 83 MW pressurised light water nuclear reactor 

with enriched uranium fuel. 

 It will be armed with the K-15 Sagarika missiles with a range of 750 km. Later it will be armed with much 

longer range K-4 missiles (3,500 km range) being developed by DRDO. 

 With its induction, India has completed its nuclear triad. 

 The Arihant is harder to detect than India‘s nuclear weapons platforms on land and in the air, giving it a 

―second-strike‖ capability. This would allow India to retaliate against an enemy who managed to destroy the 

rest of its nuclear arsenal in a first-strike. 
 

          Source:- Indian Express 
 

IEDS, MYANMAR-BASED INSURGENTS POSE THREAT ALONG MANIPUR BORDER 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas 
 

Context: 

 A number of insurgent groups were active in Manipur 

 Militants continue to take advantage of the hilly terrain and porous border with Myanmar to carry out attacks with 

IEDs and sophisticated weapons. 

o The effort by insurgent groups to disrupt the peace continues, which is evident by the recoveries of weapons, 

IEDs and apprehension of cadres. 
 

Deep in Myanmar: 

 The insurgents have moved their camps, across the border in Myanmar, deeper into the neighbouring countries 

territory 

 Myanmar has its limitations in acting and joint cooperation between the two armies 

 Spokesperson said, there are an estimated 200-250 active insurgents in the State outside the camps monitored as part 

of the Suspension of Operations (SoO).‖ 
 

Some of the prominent militant groups in the north–east : 

1.NSCM 

  Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland, was formed to advance the Naga cause for sovereignty. 

 This organisation has operations in the Naga inhabited regions of India & Myanmar, with easy cross border access. 

 This group has had major splits. Issac-Muivah faction (NSCN – IM) is currently involved in peace talks with the 

Indian government, while the Khaplang faction with its major operations in Myanmar is designated as a terror outfit 

by India. 

 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/atal-bihari-vajpayee
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2. ULFA 

 The United Liberation Front of Assam is operating to establish a sovereign Assam through an armed struggle. 

 The Indian government banned it in 1990s & a severe crackdown was launched in 2010, which considerably 

brought down their numbers. 

3.Some other organisations of significance are Mizo National Front and National Liberation Front of Tripura.  
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GREATER NAGALAND IDEA WORRIES MANIPUR 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized crime 

with terrorism Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 
 

Context: 

 Manipur has been indicated that a ―Greater Nagaland‖ may be on the anvil as part of the final Naga agreement that is 

under negotiation, a State government official said. 

 On February 23, Naga interlocutor R.N. Ravi said the ―Naga peace agreement is yet to be finalised and it will not 

compromise the territorial integrity of any State.‖ 
 

Background: 

 A ―Greater Nagalim‖ comprising ―all contiguous Naga-inhabited areas‖, along with Nagaland. That included several 

districts of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur, as also a large tract of Myanmar. The map of ―Greater Nagalim‖ has 

about 1,20,000 sq km, while the state of Nagaland consists of 16,527 sq km. 

 The claims have always kept Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh wary of a peace settlement that might affect 

their territories. 

 The Nagaland Assembly has endorsed the ‗Greater Nagalim‘ demand — ―Integration of all Naga-inhabited 

contiguous areas under one administrative umbrella‖ — as many as five times: in December 1964, August 1970, 

September 1994, December 2003 and as recently as on July 27, 2015. 

 In 2015, the Centre signed a framework agreement with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah 

(NSCN-IM) to end the long- drawn Naga insurgency after it agreed to give up the demand for sovereignty. Six Naga 

political groups joined the discussions later. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

FAKE CURRENCY NETWORK INTACT 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY  - Linkages between development and spread of extremism. 
 

Context: 
Two years after demonetisation, the fake currency notes seized so far are not of a high quality, a probe by the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) has found. 
 
 

Fake Notes: 

 The fake notes seized recently are of poor quality, and look like photocopies in most cases.  

 It seems Pakistan has not been able to copy the security features yet.  

 NIA official said,  The carriers and the receivers have links to Bangladesh, not Pakistan.  

 Agencies suspected, Pakistan is using Bangladesh as a transit to push in the fake notes. 
 

Background: 

 A reason cited by the government for scrapping Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes in 2016 was to wipe out fake notes. 

 Though there was no definite account of the number of fake notes in circulation with the government when 

demonetisation was announced, a study done by the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, in 2015, had said that 

at any given point of time, fake notes of Rs 400 crore face value were in circulation. 

 In the two years before demonetisation, the NIA registered 25 cases of fake currency notes and 26 persons were 

convicted in three cases. 

 India had accused Pakistan‘s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of printing high-quality fake notes and channelling it 

into India.  
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o Agencies suspected that certain security features of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes were compromised as the 

supplier of raw currency notes, ink and silver thread was same for India and Pakistan. 
 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967: 

 The NIA registered at least 13 cases related to the seizure of fake currency in the past two years, but could not 

invoke the provisions under the stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA) because of the 

inferior quality of the fakes seized. 

○ By norms, the UAPA can be invoked against the accused only if the notes are of high quality. 

 Most arrests were made from Malda in West Bengal, and some cases registered in Kerala, Karnataka and Gujarat.  

 The police book the accused under Sections 489B and 489C (possession of forged or counterfeit currency notes, 

punishable by life imprisonment) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which is then taken over by the NIA. 

o Since Section 498B and Section 489C of the IPC are scheduled offences, the NIA can investigate such 

cases. 

 Steps taken by government: 

 Government of India in consultation with RBI has withdrawn legal tender character of banknotes in the 

denomination of Rs.500 and Rs.1000 issued till November 8, 2016, inter alia, to reduce the incidence 

of fake Indian currency notes. 

 Government of India, in consultation with RBI, has initiated the process for introduction of new 

security features in Indian banknotes in all denominations. 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed between India and Bangladesh to prevent 

and counter smuggling and circulation of Fake Currency Notes. 

o The objective of this MOU is to promote bilateral cooperation in the field of preventing and 

combating, production, smuggling and circulation of fake currency notes, taking into account 

the applicable laws and legal provisions of the two countries. 

 A Special FICN coordination (FCORD) Group has been formed by the MHA to share intelligence 

among the different security agencies. 

 The CBI and National Investigation Agency are the Central Agencies for investigation of FICN cases.  

 The Government has also constituted a Terror Funding & Fake Currency Cell (TFFC) in NIA to 

investigate Terror Funding and Fake currency cases. 

 The RBI conducts awareness programmes to make the public aware of the features of Indian Bank 

notes and to identify genuine Indian bank notes. The RBI regularly conducts training programmes on 

detection of counterfeit notes for employees/officers of banks and other organizations handling large 

amount of cash. 

 To prevent smuggling of fake currency notes in India, staff posted at airports, Railway Stations and 

border posts have been sensitized from time to time 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

FACEBOOK IN RACE TO CURB FAKE NEWS 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - role of media and social networking sites in internal security challenges 
 

Context: 

  Facebook is set to deploy independent fact-checkers in a bid to curb the spread of fake news and misinformation. 

 ahead of the Assembly election in Rajasthan. The emphasis would be on stopping impugned reports from going 

viral. 
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Language Context: 

 Facebook uses machine learning tools to tackle the reported contents, the fact-checkers will consider the regional 

language context for understanding the reported post 

 Immediately after a news item is reported, Facebook would check if it conformed to community standards and 

reduce its virality. 

 Subsequent actions would include either complete removal, if a video was found offensive, or keeping the video 

posted with the ‗i‘ option that would provide information on its origin and date and time of upload. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

INDIA CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL NIGHT TRIAL OF AGNI-1 BALLISTIC MISSILE  
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

 The launch of the surface-to-surface missile was undertaken as a part of periodic training activity by the 

Strategic Forces Command (SFC) from Dr Abdul Kalam Island to consolidate operational readiness, the 

sources said A night trial of India's indigenously developed nuclear-capable Agni-1 ballistic missile with a 

strike range of 700 km was successfully conducted on Tuesday from a test range off Odisha coast as part of 

a user trial by the Army, defence sources said.   

 The launch of the surface-to-surface missile was undertaken as a part of periodic training activity by the 

Strategic Forces Command (SFC) from Dr Abdul Kalam Island to consolidate operational readiness, the 

sources said. Describing the trial as successful, they said all mission objectives were met during the test.  

 The trajectory of the trial was tracked by a battery of sophisticated radars, telemetry observation stations, 

electro-optic instruments and naval ships from its launch till the missile hit the target area with accuracy. 

The sleek single-stage missile, powered by solid propellants, was launched Tuesday at about 8 pm from a 

mobile launcher from launch pad 4 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR), said the sources. Agni-I missile has 

a specialized navigation system which ensures it reaches the target with a high degree of accuracy and 

precision.   

 The missile, which has already been inducted in to Armed Forces has proved its excellent performance in 

terms of range, accuracy and lethality. Weighing 12 tonnes, the 15-metre-long Agni-I, which can carry 

payloads up to 1000 kg, has already been inducted into the Indian Army, they said.  

 Agni-i was developed by advanced systems laboratory, the premier missile development laboratory of the 

drdo in collaboration with defence research development laboratory and research centre imarat and 

integrated by bharat dynamics limited, hyderabad. While the sophisticated missile has been test fired many 

times from the same base since 2002, the night trial was conducted only for the second time to reconfirm 

its technological parameters, sources said. 
Source:-The Indian Express 
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GSAT-11 RETURNS TO GUIANA FOR DECEMBER LAUNCH 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

 GSAT-11, the heaviest Indian communication satellite built to date, for faster Internet connectivity, is back once 

again at the Guiana Space Centre for an early December launch. 

○ It returns to the South American port for the second time in six months after it was taken back to 

Bengaluru in April for inspections. 

 Arianespace, ISRO‘s long-time European launch services contractor, has paired GSAT-11 with South Korea‘s 

weather satellite GEO-Kompsat 2A. The two are slated to go to space on the same Ariane 5 launch vehicle, 

numbered VA246. 
 

GSAT - 11: 

 GSAT-11 is a four-tonne geostationary communications satellite, which has a mission life of about 15 years. 

 The GSAT-11 will not only link all the towns and villages in this country with quality high-speed Wi-Fi 

service, it will also integrate internet and television services. 

 The satellite is currently under development at Department of Space and ISRO facilities. 

 GSAT-11 is built to provide the Indian region superior communication and designed to generate a bandwidth of 

more than 12 gbps primarily for users of Internet driven services, VSAT operations and rural connectivity. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

 

CHINA UNVEILS SPACE STATION AS ISS DAYS ARE NUMBERED 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 
 

Context: 

 China unveiled a replica of its first permanently crewed space station, which would replace the international 

community‘s orbiting laboratory and symbolises the country‘s major ambitions beyond the earth. 

 The 17-metre core module was a star attraction at the biennial Airshow China in the southern coastal city of Zhuhai. 

 Crowds gathered around the cylindrical module representing the living and working quarters of the Tiangong or 

―Heavenly Palace‖ which will also have two other modules for experiments and will be equipped with solar panels. 

 Three astronauts will be permanently stationed in the 60-tonne orbiting lab, which will enable the crew to conduct 

biological and microgravity research. 

 Assembly is expected to be completed around 2022 and the station would have a lifespan of around 10 years. 

 China will then have the only space station in orbit, though it will be much smaller than the ISS which weighs 400 

tonnes. 

 The country had announced that the lab would be open to ―all countries‖ to conduct science experiments. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

ISRO INVITES FOREIGN ‗RIDERS‘ TO VENUS 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

This AO for space-based experiments to study Venus is open to international scientists from various space agencies, research  

laboratories, academic institutions and universities. 
 
 

Mission venus: 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) has invited international proposals for scientific payloads for its 

second interplanetary mission to Venus in mid-2023, which is planned within a year of the first planned human 

spaceflight mission in 2022. 
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 The mission will focus on studying the surface/subsurface features and re-surfacing processes; its atmospheric 

chemistry, dynamics and composition variations; and interaction with solar radiation/solar wind.  
 

Satellite: 

 India will send 12 scientific payloads aboard the satellite for the Venus mission, including a thermal camera, mass 

spectrometer and cloud monitoring camera.  

 The final spacecraft is likely to have a payload capacity of close to 100 kg, with 500W of power. 

 The satellite is likely to be launched into a highly-inclined orbit of 500x60,000 km around Venus.which is likely to 

be reduced gradually, over several months to a lessen the satellite‘s farthest point from Venus while in an elliptical 

orbit, depending on the final spacecraft configuration.  
 

Announcement of Opportunity(AO) 
1. This AO for space-based experiments to study Venus is open to international scientists from various space agencies, 

research laboratories, academic institutions and universities. 

2. Proposals are solicited from the international scientific community for novel space-based experiments to study 

specific areas of science interest on Venus. This AO has a specific objective to identify important science 

experiments that strengthen/complements overall science from the suite of pre-selected  proposals from India on 

ISRO‘s Venus mission. 

3. Proposers are expected to be currently involved in planetary exploration studies, the development of science 

instruments for space, and willing to develop space-worthy experiments, besides having access to associated 

facilities for test and instrument calibration. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

CYCLONE CLOUDS ISRO‘S GSAT-29 LAUNCH PLAN 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

 
 

Context: 

 The GSLV MkIII-D2 mission is scheduled to launch India‘s high throughput communication satellite, GSAT-29 

tentatively on November 14, 2018 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, Sriharikota. 

 It would be ISRO‘s second communication satellite mission of 2018. 
 

GSLV MkIII-D2: 

 It will inject the satellite into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)with required inclination to the equator.  

 The satellite will be placed in its final Geostationary Orbit (GEO) using the onboard propulsion system. 
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GSLV MkIII-D2: 

 GSLV MkIII is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO.  

 The vehicle has two solid strap-ons as first stage, a liquid propellant core as second stage and a 

cryogenic as third stage.  

 GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 

(GTO) or about 10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), which is about twice the capability of 

GSLV Mk II. 
 

GSAT-29: 

 GSAT-29 is a communication satellite weighing 3423 kg 

 GSAT-29 carries Ka/Ku-band high throughput communication transponders intended to meet the communication 

requirements of users including those in remote areas, under the ‗Digital India‘ programme. 

 In addition, several new technologies such as Q/V-band payload, data transmission through optical communication 

link will be demonstrated.  

 This will help in realizing future advanced satellites. 

 

Salient Features of GSAT-29: 

 High Throughput Communication Satellite 

 Connectivity to Remote Areas 

 Q/V-Band Payload 

 High Resolution Imaging from GEO 

 Optical Communication Technology 
 

Background: 

 Earlier, ISRO had launched another communication satellite, GSAT-6A, on March 29 but lost it in space a day later. 

 India‘s heaviest satellite Gsat-11 weighing over 5.7 tonnes, which was earlier recalled from French Guiana to check 

for any possible anomalies, ―will now be launched from the European spaceport on December 4‖.  

○ Gsat-11 is also a high throughput communication satellite that will help usher in high-speed internet era 

in the country. 
 

Future Missions: 

 ISRO is also preparing for a PSLV mission on November 26 to launch HySIS, a new variant of Earth observation 

satellites, along with 20-30 small commercial satellites. 

 The third and ISRO‘s heaviest to date, GSAT-11, awaits a scheduled launch on December 4 on a European space 

vehicle, Ariane-5, from French Guiana. 

 On the country‘s highly ambitious Chandrayaan-II mission is slated for January next year. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 
 

INDIA GSLV MKIII-D2 SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES GSAT-29  
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 

 

Context: 

 India‘s GSAT-29 communication satellite was successfully launched by the second developmental flight of 

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle MarkIII (GSLV MkIII-D2) today from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

(SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota. 
 
 

GSAT - 29  : 

 GSAT-29 is a multiband, multi-beam communication satellite, intended to serve as test bed for several new and critical 

technologies.  

 Its Ku-band and Ka-band payloads are configured to cater to the communication requirements of users including those 

from remote areas especially from Jammu & Kashmir and North-Eastern regions of India. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/gsat-29
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 The Q/V-Band communication payload onboard is intended to demonstrate the future high throughput satellite system 

technologies. 

  Geo High Resolution Camera will carry out high resolution imaging. Optical Communication Payload will 

demonstrate data transmission at a very high rate through optical communication link. 
 

 

GSLV MkIII - D2: 

 The success of GSLV MkIII-D2 marks an important milestone in Indian space programme towards achieving self-

reliance in launching heavier satellites. The success of this flight also signifies the completion of the experimental 

phase of GSLV Mark III. 

 GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

 Two massive boosters with solid propellant constitute the first stage, the core with liquid propellant form the 

second stage and the cryogenic engine completes the final stage. 

 The first successful mission of GSLV Mark III was an experimental suborbital flight in 2014. Subsequently, GSLV 

Mark III-D1 launched GSAT-19, a high throughput communication satellite, with a lift-off mass of 3150 kg, into 

GTO on June 5, 2017. 
Source:- PIB 

 

 The significance of Arihant 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 
 

Context 

 India achieved a significant milestone in its strategic nuclear posture when it announced the completion of its survivable nuclear 

triad by adding maritime strike capability to land and air-based delivery platforms for nuclear weapons 

 With the country‘s first nuclear ballistic missile submarine, INS Arihant, completing its maiden ―deterrence‖ patrol, India joined 

the select group of five — US, Russia, China, France and UK — which can boast of this capability 
 

Importance of INS Arihant‘s deterrence patrol 

 A deterrence patrol, as the term signifies, is meant to deter the adversary from conducting the first nuclear strike, as a nuclear 

ballistic missile submarine provides India with an assured second-strike capability 

 The success of INS Arihant gives a fitting response to those who indulge in nuclear blackmail 

 As a nation committed to ―no first use‖ (NFU), it is of critical importance that an adversary contemplating a nuclear (first) strike 

should never be in doubt about the credibility of India‘s nuclear deterrent and the assurance of a swift, devastating response 

 Given the kind of transparency provided by satellites and other technical means, the land-based legs of our nuclear triad (missile 

sites and air-bases) remain exposed to enemy attack 

 Once the submarine disappears underwater, it becomes virtually impossible to locate and can remain on patrol for months, with 

its ballistic missiles ready for launch on the PM‘s orders 

 This is the kind of credibility that Arihant and other submarines will provide to India‘s nuclear deterrence in the future 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.civilsdaily.com/news/op-ed-snap-the-significance-of-arihant/
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Some shortcomings still present 
 The issue of missile ranges from a submarine patrol area in mid-Bay of Bengal, Islamabad is 2,500 km, while Beijing and 

Shanghai are over 4,000 km 

 Therefore, to target cities and nuclear forces deep inside China or Pakistan, from a ―safe haven‖, India needs a submarine-

launched ballistic missile (SLBM) of 6,000-8,000-km range 

 The missile, reportedly, carried by the Arihant is the K-15, whose range falls below 1,000 km 
 

Lack of coordination 

 India has, so far, followed an unorthodox system, in which the National Command Authority (NCA) manages the nuclear 

deterrent through a ―troika‖ consisting of the Strategic Forces Command (SFC), the Department of Atomic Energy and DRDO. 

While scientists are the custodians of nuclear warheads and help mate them with the SFC‘s missiles and IAF fighter-bombers, 

the MoD and Raksha Mantri remain out of the loop 

 Since Arihant and her sisters will carry ―cannisterised‖ missiles, with pre-mated warheads, scientists have been eliminated from 

the chain, with custody and control of weapons devolving on the submarine‘s captain 

 Although ―fail-safe‖ electronic permissive action links (PAL) have been installed to ensure instant compliance with an 

authorised ―launch‖ command from the NCA, while preventing accidental launch, structural and doctrinal changes are also 

urgently required 
 

Effective command and control structure 

 The Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) is, notionally, a key functionary in the nuclear command chain, responsible to 

the PM for the functioning of the SFC 

 With the operationalisation of Arihant, his role assumes greater criticality 

 Under existing rules, the appointment of chairman is tenable by the senior-most service chief who may (depending on his 

retirement date) serve for durations, varying from 30 days to 18 months 

 He discharges this duty on a part-time basis, in addition to running his own service 

 No other nuclear weapon state has such a farcical arrangement, and this impinges on the credibility of our deterrent 

 Given the gravity and magnitude of his responsibilities, in the context of the nuclear triad, the Chairman COSC, in his current 

avatar, needs to be urgently replaced either by a Chief of Defence Staff or a Permanent Chairman COSC, with an independent 

charter and a fixed tenure 
 

Need of more submarines 

 The nuclear-reactors of our SSBNs will need re-fuelling (with fresh Uranium rods) every few years 

 The process being a rather lengthy one, India would require an inventory of at least 3-4 SSBNs to maintain one on deterrent 

patrol off each seaboard 

 A small force of nuclear attack submarines (SSN) would be required for the protection of SSBNs and other roles 

 Thus, in a 50-60 year perspective, India should be looking at a nuclear submarine force of 8-12 SSBNs and SSNs 
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INS Arihant‘s role in Make in India 
 Apart from its strategic significance, the Arihant is a live manifestation of PM Modi‘s ―make in India‖ vision 

 A number of major private-sector companies contributed to the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) programme by mastering 

esoteric technologies to design and fabricate systems for the vessel 

 This Navy-managed DRDO project has also spawned a huge country-wide indigenisation process by which small and medium 

industries, have contributed components manufactured to high precision and reliability specifications 
 

Way forward 
 India‘s nuclear triad and its accessories are going to cost the nation trillions of rupees in the decades ahead 

 It would be delusionary to imagine that a large military, and nuclear weapons, just by themselves, can assure India‘s security and 

bequeath ―great power‖ status on it 

 A grand-strategic vision that integrates military power with a national security doctrine will certainly achieve both 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SHARE TRADING RINGS LOUDER ON MOBILES 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

 Retail investors, who till a few years ago were largely dependent on dealers and relationship managers to trade in the 

stock market, are increasingly using their mobile phones to trade. 

 The share of mobile trading has more than doubled in the last two years. 

 The trend is largely attributed to the increased focus on technology by brokerages and the deep penetration 

level of smartphones and affordable data plans. 

 In October, the share of such trades on the National Stock Exchange was more than 8%, a significant rise from the 

3.4% share in October 2016. Similarly, mobile trading share has risen from 2.4% to 5.69% on BSE in the last two 

years. 

 While the share might appear minuscule in the context of overall volume of the bourses, it is still the mode that is 

witnessing the highest rate of growth. 

 Five years back, the share of mobile trading was less than 1% of the total volume. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

‗SUPER-EARTH‘ FOUND ORBITING SUN‘S NEAREST SINGLE STAR 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

 Astronomers have discovered a frozen planet with a mass over three times that of the Earth, orbiting the closest solitary 

star to the Sun. 
 

More details : 

 The potentially rocky planet, known as Barnard's star b, is a 'super-Earth' and orbits around its host star once every 233 

days, said researchers from Queen Mary University of London in the UK.  

 The findings, published in the journal Nature, show the planet lies at a distant region from the star known as the 'snow 

line'.  

 The planet‘s surface temperature is estimated to be around -170°C. However, if the planet has a substantial atmosphere 

the temperature could be higher and conditions potentially more hospitable. 
 

Barnard‘s star: 

 Barnard‘s star is an infamous object among astronomers and exoplanet scientists, as it was one of the first stars where 

planets were initially claimed but later proven to be incorrect. 

 At nearly six light-years away Barnard‘s star is the next closest star to the Sun after the Alpha Centauri triple system. 

 It is a type of faint, low-mass star called a red dwarf. Red dwarfs are considered to be the best places to look for 

exoplanet candidates, which are planets outside our solar system.  

 Barnard‘s star b is the second closest known exoplanet to our Sun. The closest lies just over four light-years from 

Earth. That exoplanet, Proxima b, orbits around the red dwarf Proxima Centauri. 
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 The researchers used the radial velocity method during the observations that led to the discovery of Barnard‘s star b. 

This technique detects wobbles in a star which are likely to be caused by the gravitational pull of an orbiting planet. 

These wobbles affect the light coming from the star. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

The Legacy of Kepler, retired planet-hunter 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Context 
 NASA‘s Kepler space telescope, which has been retired after running out of fuel, is being widely described as the most prolific 

planet-hunting machine in history. 

The Planet Hunter 
1. Indeed, by June 2017, it had discovered more than 4,000 planet candidates and 2,300 confirmed planets. 

2. Kepler also showed that the galaxy is teeming — ―other surprises‖. 

3. From its legacy, here are 10 landmark findings: 

Double Sunset 
1. The Star Wars franchise showed the planet Tatooine as part of a double-star system, hence two sunsets. 

2. Kepler showed that double sunsets do exist; it discovered Kepler-16b, the first known planet (most likely a gas giant) around a 

double-star system. 
 

Earth-like Planets 
1. Kepler found planets near in size to Earth and orbiting at a distance where liquid water could pool on the surface. 

2. Kepler-62f, for example, is about 40% bigger than Earth and is likely rocky. 

Planet candidates 
1. Many of the planet candidates are likely to have small rocky cores enveloped by a thick atmosphere of hydrogen and helium, and 

some are thought to be ocean worlds. 

2. That doesn‘t necessarily mean the oceans are full of water. 

Life candidates 
1. Kepler‘s survey has made it possible to measure the number of Earth-size habitable zone planets in the galaxy. 

2. Scientists hope to determine how many planets like Earth exist. 

Size classification 
 Kepler‘s discoveries showed that a lot of planets are either approximately 1.5 times the size of Earth or just smaller than Neptune. 

 They are, therefore, called Super Earths and mini-Neptunes. 

Lava world 
1. Kepler-10b has a year that lasts less than an Earth day, and density so high that it is probably made of iron and rock. 

2. One of Kepler‘s early discoveries, the first solid evidence of a rocky planet outside the Solar System. 

Light & Aliens 
1. Kepler detected fluctuating light from ―Tabby‘s Star‖, triggering mass speculation of an alien megastructure. 

2. Astronomers, however, have since concluded that it is probably an orbiting dust cloud. 

Cannibal Star 
1. One may wander about a dying solar system and what happens to it. 

2. Kepler discovered a white dwarf, the compact corpse of a star in the process of vaporizing a planet. 

Exploding Supernova 
1. Kepler recorded a sped-up version of a supernova called a ―fast-evolving luminescent transit‖ that reached its peak brightness at 

breakneck speed. 

2. It was caused by a star spewing out a dense shell of gas that lit up when hit with the shockwave from the blast. 

Solar System Cousin 
1. In 2014, scientists using data from Kepler discovered seven planets orbiting Kepler-90, a Sun-like star located 2,500 light-years 

away. 

2. Later, an eighth planet was identified in this planetary system, tying it with our own Solar System in having the highest number of 

known planets. 
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Kepler 

 Kepler is a space observatory launched by NASA to discover Earth-size planets orbiting other stars and was launched on 

March 7, 2009. 

 Named after astronomer Johannes Kepler. It was launched into an Earth-trailing heliocentric orbit 

 Kepler is part of NASA‘s Discovery Program of relatively low-cost, focused primary science missions 

 The scientific objective of Kepler is to explore the structure and diversity of planetary systems 

 To determine how many Earth-size and larger planets there are in or near the habitable zone (often called ―Goldilocks 

planets‖) 

 To determine the range of size and shape of the orbits of these planets 

 To estimate how many planets there are in multiple-star systems 

 To determine the range of orbit size, brightness, size, mass and density of short-period giant planets 

 To identify additional members of each discovered planetary system using other techniques 

 Determine the properties of those stars that harbor planetary systems 
SOURCE:- THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

 

GROWTH-INDIA TELESCOPE‘S FIRST SCIENCE OBSERVATION 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of 

technology and developing new technology 
 

GROWTH - India Telescope: 

 The GROWTH-India telescope was commissioned six months ago soon after which it saw first light, on the night 

of June 12. 

 The telescope located at the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) at Hanle in Ladakh. 

 It is the country‘s first robotic telescope and the first one designed to observe dynamic or transient events in the 

universe. 

 It is part of a multi-country collaborative initiative – known as the Global Relay of Observatories Watching 

Transients Happen (GROWTH) – to observe transient events in the universe. 

 The fully robotic optical research telescope is designed to capture cosmic events occurring in timescales much 

shorter than light years – years, days and even hours. 

 Universities and research institutes from the US, the UK, Japan, India, Germany, Taiwan and Israel are part of the 

initiative.  

 The primary research objective of the project is time domain astronomy, which entails the study of explosive 

transients and variable sources in the universe. 
 

 

3 Fold goals: 

  Search for explosions in the optical regime whenever LIGO group detects a Binary Neutron Star merger  

  study nearby young supernova explosions. 

 Study nearby asteroids. 
 

Nova: 

 The telescope has been taking readings since then, and this is the first ‗follow-up‘ work. 

 The celestial object was first noticed by a different group which saw the nova explosion. 

 Novae are explosive events involving violent eruptions on the surface of white dwarf stars, leading to temporary 

increase in brightness of the star. 

 Unlike a supernova, the star does not go on to die but returns to its earlier state after the explosion. 

 This recurrent nova, named M31N-2008, has been observed to erupt several times, the most recent eruption 

happening in November 2018. 

 Transient phenomena such as supernovae are important parts of time-domain astronomy which is a less-explored 

frontier in astronomy. 

 Such an explosion is when the inner material of the star is thrown out. There is no other way we can actually see 

what is inside a star. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

http://vigyanprasar.gov.in/isw/india_gets_robotic_telescope_keep_eye_dynamic_cosmos_story.html
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NEW SPACE INDUSTRY EMERGES 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

In recent years new aerospace companies have been founded to try servicing and expanding the lifespan of satellites. 
 

Need of Expansion: 
When satellites run out of fuel, they can no longer maintain their precise orbit, rendering them useless even if their hardware 

is still intact. 
 

New Development: 

 In 2021, Space Infrastructure and Civil Space at SSL will launch a vehicle that is capable of servicing two to three 

dozen satellites in a distant geostationary orbit, some 36,000 km from the earth. 

 This unmanned spacecraft will be able to latch onto a satellite to inspect it, refuel it, and possibly even repair it or 

change components, and put it back in the correct orbit. 

 Mission Extension, the spacecraft will attach itself to a broken down satellite, and reposition it in its correct orbit. 

 The Mission Extension Vehicle will stay attached and use its own engine to stay in orbit. 

 On-orbit servicing could also help cut down on the perplexing problem of mounting space debris.Of the 23,000 

space objects counted by the U.S. military, just 1,900 are active satellites. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

ATMOSPHERE & CLIMATE RESEARCH-MODELLING OBSERVING SYSTEMS & 

SERVICES 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved continuation 

of the nine sub-schemes of the umbrella scheme "Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services 

(ACROSS)" during 2017-2020 at an estimated cost of Rs. 1450 crore.    

Objective: 

 ACROSS scheme is to provide a reliable weather and climate forecast for betterment of society,  

 The scheme will aim at improving skill of weather and climate forecast through sustained observations, intensive R 

& D, and by adopting effective dissemination and communication strategies  

 To ensure its timely reach to the end-user of all services like Agro-meteorological Services, Aviation service, 

Environmental monitoring services, Hydro-meteorological services, climate services, tourism, pilgrimage, 

mountaineering etc., 
 

More about the news: 

 Implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences through its institutes namely India Meteorological Department 

(IMD), Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting 

(NCMRWF), and Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Service(INCOIS). 

 The ACROSS scheme consists of nine sub-programmes which are multi disciplinary and multi institutional in 

nature and will be implemented in an integrated manner through IMD, HIM, NCMRWF and INCOIS. 

 ACROSS scheme pertains to the atmospheric science programs of the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) and 

addresses different aspects of weather and climate services, which includes warnings for cyclone, storm surges, heat 

waves, thunderstorms etc. 

 Each of these aspects is incorporated as nine sub-schemes under the umbrella scheme "ACROSS" and is 

implemented in an integrated manner through the aforesaid four institutes. 
Source:- PIB 
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LUNAR LANDER FACES CRUCIAL TEST 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -  Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of 

technology and developing new technology 

 

 
Context: 

 The Chandrayaan-2 orbiter carrying the lander and a rover is scheduled to be sent to the Moon from Sriharikota on 

January 31 and expected to reach on lunar surface in February 2019. 

 For that, last phase testing of various sensors on board are being carried on. 
 

 

Test -  Chandrayan: 

 The ISRO has planned to fly the sensors on an aircraft over its artificial lunar site at Challakere to see how they will 

function and guide the Chandrayaan-2 landing craft while descending on the lunar terrain. 

 The mission uses a large number of sensors. Among them are those that help the lander to precisely assess its height 

from the landing spot; decide its speed and help it to steer clear of any boulders or uneven surface. 

 For the test, a prototype module carrying the sensors will be flown on one of ISRO's two small aircraft.  

o As the plane descends from around 7 km to about 1 km over the artificial terrain, the sensors must show how 

they will guide the soft landing of the lunar craft at the right spot, speed and position. 
Source:- The Hindu 

‘NASA‘S HISTORIC DAWN MISSION TO ASTEROID BELT COMES TO END‘ 

GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology 

Context 

NASA‘s pioneering Dawn spacecraft which orbited the two largest objects in the asteroid belt  has run outof fuel, ending a 

historic 11-year mission that unravelled many mysteries of our solar system, the US space agency said.  

Dawn mission 

 The USD 467 million Dawn mission, launched in 2007 to study the protoplanet Vesta and the dwarf planet Ceres, 

missed scheduled communications sessions with NASA‘s Deep Space Network  

 spacecraft finally ran out of hydrazine, the fuel that enables the spacecraft to control its pointing.  

 NASA announced that its exoplanet-hunting Kepler Space Telescope had run out of hydrazine fuel, and the craft 

would be commanded to cease operations.  

 Dawn can no longer keep its antennae trained on Earth to communicate with mission control or turn its solar panels 

to the Sun to recharge, according to the US space agency.  

 In 2011, when Dawn arrived at Vesta, the second largest world in the main asteroid belt, the spacecraft became the 

first to orbit a body in the region between Mars and Jupiter. 
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 In 2015, when Dawn went into orbit around Ceres, a dwarf planet that is also the largest world in the asteroid belt, 

the mission became the first to visit a dwarf planet and go into orbit around two destinations beyond Earth. 

 The data Dawn beamed back to Earth from its four science experiments enabled scientists to compare two planet-like 

worlds that evolved very differently.  

 Among its accomplishments, Dawn showed how important location was to the way objects in the early solar system 

formed and evolved. Dawn also reinforced the idea that dwarf planets could have hosted oceans over a significant 

part of their history  and potentially still do.  

 Dawn will remain in orbit for at least 20 years, and engineers have more than 99% confidence the orbit will last for 

at least 50 years. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NASA‘S INSIGHT ROVER HEADS FOR 6.5 MINUTES OF TERROR 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology 
 

Context: 
NASA has a date Monday afternoon with ―six minutes of terror,‖ a high-stakes plunge across the surface of Mars that will 

hopefully end with a successful landing of the Mars InSight. 
 

NASA‘s INSIGHT: 

 NASA‘s first-ever mission named as InSight (Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat 

Transport) dedicated to exploring the deep interior of Mars. 

 InSight is NASA‘s Discovery Program mission that aims to place stationary lander equipped with seismometer and 

heat transfer probe on surface of Mars to study red planet‘s early geological evolution. 

 It is terrestrial planet explorer that will address one of most fundamental issues of planetary and solar system science. 

It will help in understanding processes that shaped rocky planets of inner solar system (including Earth) more than 

four billion years ago. 

 The robotic lander will perform a radio science experiment to study internal structure of Mars by deploying 

seismometer and a burrowing heat probe. It will measure Mar‘s vital signs such as pulse (seismology), temperature 

(heat flow probe) and reflexes (precision tracking). It will let scientists understand how different its crust, mantle and 

core are from Earth. 

 Mars Insight‘s goal is to listen for quakes and tremors as a way to unveil the Red Planet‘s inner mysteries, how it 

formed billions of years ago, and by extension, how other rocky planets like the earth took shape. 

 The unmanned spacecraft, launched nearly seven months ago, is NASA‘s first to attempt to touchdown on Mars 

since the Curiosity rover arrived in 2012. 
 

More about the news: 

 More than half of 43 attempts to reach Mars with rovers, orbiters and probes by space agencies from around the 

world have failed. 

 NASA is the only space agency to have made it, and is invested in these missions as a way to prepare for the first 

Mars-bound human explorers in the 2030s. ―We never take Mars for granted. Mars is hard,‖ said Thomas Zurbuchen, 

NASA associate administrator for the science mission directorate. 

Source:- The Hindu 

NASA‘s Ralph and Lucy 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology 
 

Context: 
NASA‘s Ralph — a space instrument that has travelled as far as Pluto  is set to explore Jupiter‘s Trojan asteroids, which are 

remnants from the early days of the solar system.  
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More on News 

 Ralph was first launched aboard the New Horizons spacecraft in 2006m and obtained stunning flyby images of 

Jupiter and its moons. This was followed by a visit to Pluto where Ralph took the first high-definition pictures of the 

iconic minor planet. 

 

 In 2021, Ralph is set to journey with the Lucy mission to Jupiter‘s Trojan asteroids. The instrumet will fly by another 

Kuiper Belt object called 2014 MU69  nicknamed Ultima Thule  in January 2019. Ralph‘s observations of 2014 

MU69 will provide unique insights into this small, icy world. 

 The Lucy spacecraft carries a near-twin of Ralph, called L‘Ralph, which will investigate Jupiter‘s Trojan asteroids. 

The L‘Ralph instrument suite will study this diverse group of bodies; Lucy will fly by six Trojans and one Main Belt 

asteroid  more than any other previous asteroid mission. L‘Ralph will detect the Trojan asteroids‘ chemical 

fingerprints. 

 L‘Ralph allows scientists to interpret data provided by the Sun‘s reflected light that are the fingerprints of different 

elements and compounds. These data could provide clues about how organic molecules form in primitive bodies, a 

process that might also have led to the emergence of life on Earth. 
Source:- The Hindu 

Earth actually has three moons  
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology 
 

Context: 

According to a new study from the Eötvös Loránd University in Hungary, Earth actually has three moons orbiting. 

While one is the star of many a movie, song, and viral photo, there are two others passing silently through the night . 

And we've never really noticed them because they're essentially just dust clouds.  

More about the news: 
 The research team managed to capture what looks like mysterious clouds, hovering about 402336 km away 

from us. That's about the same distance our Moon keeps too. And even if you're hearing about this for the first 

time, scientists have known about them for decades. 

 The dust clouds were first seen in 1961, but experts had previously theorized about their existence long before. 

They were named the Kordylewski clouds, after the Polish astronomer 

 Kazimierz Kordylewski who first spotted them. 

 

 
 

 In the new study, the researchers found that each Kordylewski cloud measures about 15 by 10 degrees wide. 

That means they cover an estimated area about 105,000km by 72,000km, almost nine times wider than the 

Earth.  

 But though the clouds themselves are massive, they're composed of particles so small they measure only about 

a micrometre across. When sunlight reflects off these particles, they glow slightly, but that glo w has always 

been faint, which is why we had trouble finding them. We only managed to properly study them this time 

around thanks to the advancement of technology, using special polarising filters  
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 These dust moons, instead of scattering, are trapped in what we call Lagrange points. These are specific points 

in space where the gravitational pull of two orbiting objects is balanced out by the centripetal force of their 

orbits. Kordylewski was studying some of these Lagrange points looking for a solid object back in the 1950s. 

Instead, he found giant balls of dust. 

 The dust in the Kordylewski clouds is both old and new at the same time. After all, the dust keeps getting 

cycled out thanks to shifts in the gravity of the Earth or Moon. however, it's also a lways gathering dust from 

other sources like the Perseid meteor shower each year. 

 Far from just being an interesting discovery, this find could also have an impact on future space missions. 

Some of these, like the James Webb Space telescope launch, involve parking at these Lagrange points in order 

to remain stable while also saving fuel. Scientists now may not only have a chance to study the clouds up close, 

they may have to tweak the spacecrafts to also deal with the massive amount of dust.  
Source:- India Times 

 

 

ISRO‘S IMAGING SATELLITE HYSIS IS ALL SET FOR THURSDAY LAUNCH 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - developments and their applications and effects in everyday life 

Achievement of Indians in science & technology 
 

Context: 
Just two weeks after successfully launching India‘s heaviest rocket, the GSLV Mk-III or Baahubali, ISRO is all set to launch 

another an earth observation satellite—the Hyperspectral Imaging Satellite (HysIS)— Thursday, 29 November 2018.  
 

More about the news: 

 The co-passengers of HysIS include 1 micro and 29 nano satellites from eight different countries. 

o The countries comprise United States of America (23 satellites), Australia, Canada, Columbia, Finland, 

Malaysia, Netherlands and Spain (one satellite each). 

 All the satellites would be placed in a 504 km orbit by PSLV-C43 

Significance of the Launch: 

 The technology will be an added advantage of watching over India from space for a variety of purposes such as 

defence, agriculture, land use, minerals and so on. 

 It can also be highly useful in marking out a suspect object or person and separate it from the background which 

could aid in detecting transborder or other stealthy movements. 
 

Hyperspectral Imaging Satellite (HysIS): 

 HysIS is an earth observation satellite developed by ISRO. 

 The satellite will be placed in 636 km polar Sun Synchronous Orbit (SSO) with an inclination of 97.957 deg. 

 The mission life of the satellite is five years 

 the primary goal of HysIS is to study the earth‘s surface in visible, near infrared and shortwave infrared regions of 

the electromagnetic spectrum. 
 

PSLV - C43: 

 PSLV-C43, which is the 45th flight of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), is the 'Core Alone' version of 

PSLV. 

o It is the lightest version of the launch vehicle. 

o PSLV is ISRO‘s third generation launch vehicle.  

o It can carry upto 1,750 kg of payload into polar SSO of 600 km altitude. 

o PSLV has been used to launch planetary missions and also satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 
Source:- The Hindu 
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MAKE IT THE INDIAN WAY [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

 We are fortunate to be in a historic moment when the manufacturing sector is about to go through a transformation 

wrought by disruptive technologies 

 If ‗Make in India‘ is to succeed, it needs to encompass ‗Make it the Indian Way‘ 

 It need not emulate mass production technologies, fuelled in Detroit by massive capital investment or in Beijing by 

cheap labour. 
 

Traditional Manufacturing vs Additive Manufacturing: 

 Traditional manufacturing of mechanical parts involves making a mould and then stamping out parts by thousands 

every day. 

 The equipment to make these parts and moulds is expensive, thus the cost of the first hundred units is high 

 Per unit costs decline only when they are mass produced.Because of limitations of how this technology works, one 

typically builds many small parts, which are later on assembled on an assembly line using unskilled labour or robots 

to build an entire system.  

 Traditional manufacturing leads to high inventory costs of multiple parts that need to be produced and stored before 

being assembled 

 This makes the design phase complex and costly, rendering it expensive to redesign to correct initial mistakes or 

innovate to meet changing consumer needs. 

 In additive manufacturing, the physical object to be built is first designed in software and fed to computerised 

machines, which build that object layer by layer. 

 The technology is suitable for building the entire system in one go, with hollow interiors without assembly or 

interlocked parts. 

 Changing features or tweaking shapes is a simple software change effected in minutes. 

 Retooling of machines is not required and each unit can be customised. 

 By eliminating the need to hold a large inventory of parts, set up an assembly line and purchase costly machines, 

adaptive manufacturing reduces capital and space requirements as well as the carbon footprint. 
 

3D Printing: 

 Industrial 3D printing has begun to transform manufacturing in Western countries 

 Rapid progress in technology over the last five years has employed it to varied uses from nozzle and simple resin 

materials to multiple nozzles, diverse materials and materials with different hardness in the same system. 

 One recent survey of U.S. manufacturers shows that about 12% have started using additive manufacturing for 

their products and expectations are that this will result in about 25% of products in the next three-five years. 

 This technology is used to build helmets, dental implants, medical equipment, parts of jet engines and even entire 

bodies of cars.  

 In some industries, the progress is astonishing. Nearly all hearing aid manufacturers now use additive 

manufacturing. 
 

Challenges for developing countries: 

 3D printing carries dangerous implications for developing nations. It decreases reliance on assembly workers and 

bypasses the global supply chain that has allowed countries like China to become prosperous through export of 

mass-produced items. 

 This may well lead to the creation of software-based design platforms in the West that distribute work orders to 

small manufacturing facilities, whether located in developed or developing countries, but ultimately transfer value 

creation towards software and design and away from physical manufacturing.  

 This would imply that labour intensive manufacturing exports may be less profitable. 
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Opportunities in India: 

 This manufacturing paradigm has several features that play to the strengths of the Indian ecosystem.  

 It eliminates large capital outlays. 

 Machines are cheaper, inventories can be small and space requirements are not large. 

  Thus, jump-starting manufacturing does not face the massive hurdle of large capital requirement. 

 The traditional small and medium enterprises can easily be adapted and retooled towards high technology 

manufacturing. 

 Well-established Indian software industry   

 Plans to increase connectivity are well under way as part of ‗Digital India‘. 

 This would allow for the creation of manufacturing facilities in small towns  

  foster industrial development outside of major cities. 

  Possible to build products that are better suited for use in harsh environmental conditions. 

 Products that required assembly of fewer parts also implies that they may be better able to withstand dust 

and moisture prevalent in our tropical environment and be more durable. 

 In a country where use-and-throw is an anathema, maintaining old products is far easier because parts can be 

manufactured as needed and product life-cycles can be expanded. 

 Finally, maintaining uniform product quality is far easier because the entire system is built at the same time and 

assembly is not required. 
 

Make it the Indian Way: 

 The ―Make it the Indian Way‖ approach we advocate will need public-private partnership and multi-pronged 

efforts. 

  To accelerate research at our premier engineering schools on manufacturing machines and methods and encourage 

formation of product design centres so that the products built suit the Indian environment and consumers. 

 government support is needed to provide incentives for distributed manufacturing in smaller towns, and for the IT 

industry to work on creating platforms and marketplaces that connect consumer demands, product designers and 

manufacturers in a seamless way. 
 

Way forward: 

 A combination of science and art, with a pinch of Indian entrepreneurship thrown in, will allow us to develop a 

manufacturing ecosystem that will not only allow India to compete with global manufacturing, it will also create 

products that are uniquely suited to Indian conditions 

 The Industrial revolution somehow bypassed India, but we have a unique opportunity to catch the wave of the 

manufacturing revolution if we can learn to surf 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

WHY CHINESE RESEARCHER‘S CLAIM OF GENE EDITING OF BABIES IS 

PROBLEMATIC 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Science and Technology- developments and their applications and 

effects in everyday life 
 

Context: 

 Recently a Chinese researcher created an international sensation with his claim that he had altered the genes of a 

human embryo that eventually resulted in the birth of twin girls. 

 If proven, it would be the first instance of human offspring having been produced with specific desired attributes, 

using newly-developed tools of gene ―editing‖. 

 In the case of the new-born Chinese babies, the genes were claimed to be ―edited‖ to ensure that they do not get 

infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. 
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Gene Editing: 

 Genes contain the bio-information that defines any individual.  

 Physical attributes like height, skin or hair colour, more subtle features like intelligence or eyesight, susceptibility to 

certain diseases, and even behavioural traits can be attributed to information encoded in the genetic material. 

  An ability to alter this information gives scientists the power to control some of these features. 

 Gene ―editing‖ — sometimes expressed in related, but not always equivalent, terms like genetic modification, 

genetic manipulation or genetic engineering — is not new, and is widely practised in agriculture, to increase 

productivity or resistance to diseases, etc. 

 But even in agriculture, genetic modification is a subject of major debate, especially in developing countries, 

including India. 
 

CRISPR Technology: 

 CRISPR (short for Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) technology is a relatively new, and 

the most efficient, tool for gene ―editing‖ developed in the last one decade.  

 The technology replicates a natural defence mechanism in bacteria to fight virus attacks, using a special protein 

called Cas9. 

 CRISPR-Cas9 technology behaves like a cut-and-paste mechanism on DNA strands that contain genetic 

information. 

 The specific location of the genetic codes that need to be changed, or ―edited‖, is identified on the DNA strand, 

and then, using the Cas9 protein, which acts like a pair of scissors, that location is cut off from the strand. 

 A DNA strand, when broken, has a natural tendency to repair itself. 

 Scientists intervene during this auto-repair process, supplying the desired sequence of genetic codes that binds 

itself with the broken DNA strand. 

Issues with Gene Editing: 

 The technology was used to solve a problem potential infection to HIV that already has alternative solutions and 

treatments. 

 It was not necessary to tamper with the genetic material, which can have unintended, and as yet unknown, 

consequences. 

 There is no way to verify the claims or whether the ―editing‖ was carried out in the proper manner. 

 The technology is extremely precise, but not 100% precise every time. 

 There is a possibility that some other genes also get targeted. In such scenarios, unintended impacts cannot be ruled 

out. 

 If regulatory approvals were obtained, then there will be data and information gaps about the experiment. 
 

Ethical Issues: 

 The most promising use of the CRISPR technology is in treatment of diseases. For example, in sickle cell anaemia, 

a single gene mutation makes the blood sickle-shaped 

 This mutation can be reversed using gene editing technology. 

 In such cases, the genetic codes of just one individual are being changed to cure a disease. 

 The Chinese researcher has done is to edit the genes of an embryo. Such a change would be passed on to the 

offspring. 

 The aforesaid experiment has been basically making changes in the genome of the next generation. 

 If we allow this, nothing stops people with access to CRISPR technology to produce babies with very specific 

traits. 

 There is this highly problematic issue of trying to produce ―designer‖ babies or human beings. 
Source:- Indian Express 
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PSLV-C43 SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES EARTH OBSERVATION SATELLITE HYSIS  
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Achievement of Indians in science & technology 

Context: 

 The ISRO has successfully launched the PSLV-C43 successfully launched earth observation satellite HysIS and 30 

foreign satellites from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. 
 
 

HysIS: 

 HysIS stands for Hyper Spectral Imaging Satellite. 

 HysIS is an earth observation satellite built around ISRO‘s Mini Satellite2 (IMS-2) bus weighing about 380kg. The 

mission life of the satellite is five years. 

 The primary goal of HysIS is to study the earth‘s surface in both the visible, near infrared and shortwave infrared 

regions of the electromagnetic spectrum. 

 Data from the satellite will be used for a wide range of applications including agriculture, forestry, soil/geological 

environments, coastal zones and inland waters. 

 The main purpose of the HysIS is to exactly identify the objects on the surface of the earth with high precision and 

resolution. 

 

 
 
 

PSLV: 

 PSLV is a four stage launch vehicle. 

 The launch was the 45th flight of PSLV and 13th one in the Core Alone configuration. 

 So far, the PSLV has launched 44 Indian and nine satellites built by students from Indian universities. The vehicle has 

also launched 269 international customer satellites. 

o In the last PSLV launch on September 16, PSLV-C42 had successfully launched two commercial satellites from 

UK-based Surrey Satellite Technology Limited. 
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30 Co - passenger satellite: 

 Australia (1), Canada (1), Columbia (1), Finland (1), Malaysia (1), Netherlands (1), Spain (1) and USA (23). The total 

weight of these satellites was about 261.50 kg. Satellites from Australia, Columbia, Malaysia and Spain were flown 

aboard PSLV for the first time. 

 These foreign satellites launched are part of commercial arrangements between Antrix Corporation Limited and 

customers. 
 

Future Mission of ISRO: 

 The next launch of GSAT-11 from French Guiana on December 5 . 

  Later GSLV-MkII will launch GSAT-7A from Sriharikota in December. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

 

EMBRYO TRANSFER TECHNOLOGY 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, 

nanotechnology, bio-technology 

Context: 

 Speaking on the occasion of ―National Milk Day‖ Union Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Minister Shri Radha Mohan 

Singh has said that agriculture and dairy business complement each other for the social and economic upliftment of 

cattle farmers and emphasized on the importance of Embryo transfer technology. 
 

Embryo Transfer Technology: 

 It is one of the most important reproductive biotechnologies where male and female genetic material can be utilized 

for faster improvement of livestock. 

 Embryos of higher genetic merit indigenous bovines such as Sahiwal, Gir, Red Sindhi, Ongole, Deoni and Vechur are 

being transferred into surrogate cows. 
 

Embryo transfer Technology  centers: 

 20 Embryo Transfer Technology (ETT) centres are being established in the country. 

 The proposal of 19 centres have been approved so far.  

 These centres are producing 3000 high genetic merit bulls of indigenous bovine breeds. 
  

E- pashuhaat portal: 

 To double farmers‘ income, the government launched e-pashuhaat (https://epashuhaat.gov.in/) portal in November 

2016. 

 The main objective is connecting farmers, breeders and other agencies to trade in disease-free germplasm, namely 

live animals, frozen semen and embryos. 

 e-pashuhat (GPMS Transportal) - Mobile Application has been created and integrated with UMANG (Unified 

Mobile Application for New-age Governance) application. 
 

Steps taken by Government in Dairy: 

 Dairy Processing & Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF) aims to benefit 95 lakh milk producers in 50,000 

villages and provide both direct and indirect employment to many skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers. 

 Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme, there is a provision to provide financial assistance for providing 

self employment opportunities in various activities from milk production to marketing. 

 World Bank-funded National Dairy Plan Phase-I, National Programme for Dairy Development (NPDD) etc. are 

being operationalised by the state governments through milk cooperative / federations related to the state. 
 

Source:- PIB 
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IS CROP INSURANCE SCHEME LOSING STEAM? 
GS  PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices 

 

 

Context: 

 A reply to RTI states that more than 84 lakh farmers, which is around 15% of the total farmers insured in the first year 

of the Union government‘s ambitious Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana in 2016-17, withdrew themselves from the 

scheme in 2017-18.  
 

 

 
 

More about the news: 

 The withdrawal includes 68.31 lakh farmers from the four Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled States of Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

 The crop insurance companies, including Reliance, ICICI, HDFC and IFFCO, among others, have registered a total 

profit of around Rs 15,795 crore since the launch of the scheme, though the final profit margins could change since 

the insurance claims for 2017-18 Rabi crops are yet to be estimated.  

 Though the insurance companies made several thousand crore rupees profit in the first year of the launch of the 

scheme, they suffered losses in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh the same year. 

 Panipat-based RTI activist P.P. Kapoor, who sought the information from the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers‘ 

Welfare, alleged that the crop insurance scheme was a ―fiasco‖ as shown by the figures and aimed at benefiting the 

private insurance companies in the name of farmers. He said the government would have done better to directly help 

the farmers than route it through the insurance companies. 
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Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY): 

 The government of India in April 2016, launched the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) after 

scraping down the earlier insurance schemes viz. Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS), 

Weather-based Crop Insurance scheme and the National Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS). Therefore, 

currently, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana is the only flagship scheme of the government for agricultural 

insurance in India. 
 

Objectives: 

 To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of failure of any of the notified 

crop as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases. 

 To stabilise the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming. 

 To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices. 

 To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector. 
 

Highlights: 

 Annual Commercial / Annual Horticultural crops, oilseeds and food crops (Cereals, Millets and Pulses) are 

covered under the scheme. 

 The scheme is optional for the farmers who have not availed institutional credit, while all the farmers who have 

borrowed institutional loans from banks are covered under the scheme mandatorily. 

 All the funds for the scheme come from the Krishi Kalyan Kosh. 

 The scheme covers localized calamities such as hailstorms, landslides etc; yield losses such as droughts, dry 

spells, pests, floods etc; and post-harvest losses against specific perils of unseasonal rains, cyclonic rains, 

cyclones etc. 

 However, the scheme does not cover perils such as war & kindred perils, nuclear risks, riots, malicious damage, 

theft, act of enmity, grazed and/or destroyed by domestic and/or wild animals 

 It is proposed by the scheme to use remote sensing technology, smart phones or drones to expedite the crop loss 

estimation. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

NEW INDEX TO CHECK EASE OF DOING AGRI-BUSINESS 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices 
 

Context: 

 Barely two years after NITI Aayog launched the first index to rank states on the basis of marketing and farmer-

friendly reforms, the ministry of agriculture is planning to come out with its own index to rank states on 'ease of doing 

agri-business'. 
 

Ease of Doing Agri-Business Index: 

 The Agri Ministry will consider rewarding the higher performing States both in absolute and incremental terms by 

linking the performance with allocation from flexi funds made available in various flagship schemes of the ministry. 

 NITI Aayog already brings out an Agricultural Marketing and Farm Friendly Reforms Index, rating States on 

their implementation of such reforms. In the initial edition of that Index in 2016, Maharashtra stood first in the 

rankings, followed by Gujarat. 

 The proposed index has a wider ambit, but the focus is still on reforms, with marketing reforms (25%) and 

governance and land reforms (20%) carrying almost half of the weight of the parameters in its scoring system. 
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Parameters: 

 Success in reducing the cost of farm inputs (20%) by distributing soil health cards and encouraging organic farming 

and micro-irrigation. 

 Risk mitigation measures such as crop and livestock insurance carry a 15% weightage. 

 Increased productivity would carry a 10% weightage. 

 Investment in agriculture will also carry a 10% weightage 

However, the concept note says that the parameters are process-oriented, and are meant to evolve as and when new reforms 

or initiatives are proposed. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

MEGA FOOD PARK IN AURANGABAD DISTRICT IN MAHARASHTRA 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Food processing and related industries in India- scope and significance, location, 

upstream and downstream requirements, supply chain management 
 

Context: 

 Union Minister for Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal today inaugurated the second Mega Food Park 

in Maharashtra. 

 A 3rdMega Food Park has been sanctioned by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries in Maharashtra and is 

under implementation in Wardha District while the first Park was inaugurated  in Satara district. 
 

More about Food park: 

 It is aimed at giving a major boost to the food processing sector by adding value and reducing food wastage at each 

stage of the supply chain with particular focus on perishables, Ministry of Food Processing Industries is 

implementing Mega Food Park Scheme in the country. 

 Mega Food Parks create modern infrastructure facilities for food processing along the value chain from farm to 

market with strong forward and backward linkages through a cluster based approach. 

 Common facilities and enabling infrastructure is created at Central Processing Centre and facilities for primary 

processing and storage is created near the farm in the form of Primary Processing Centers (PPCs) and Collection 

Centers (CCs). 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

Innovative crop drying technology to boost harvest 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Technology missions 

Context: 

 Farmers in Odisha will soon have a handy tool to bring down quantitative and qualitative losses caused by high 

moisture content during post-harvest operation. 

 Krishi Vigyan Kendra-Khordha, affiliated to the Indian Council of Agricultural Research-Central Institute of 

Freshwater Aquaculture, held a demonstration of the technology  for the first time in Odisha. 
 

Solar Bubble dryer: 

 Solar Bubble Dryer, developed jointly by International Rice Research Institute, Philippines; Grainpro, a leading 

post-harvest solution providing company; and University of Hohenheim, Germany 

 The SBD is a low-cost drying technology that aims to provide a simple and flexible alternative to sun-drying. 

 The SBD improves the traditional sun-drying process  and eliminates  all losses due  to  spillage,  animals,  

the weather, and  vehicles  running over the grains. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 


