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Terracotta artefacts unearthed on the banks of Pampa river 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 

ancient to modern times. 

Context: 

 The sighting of the terracotta works hints at ancient civilisation in the Pampa Valley at par with that of the Indus 

Valley. 

 Hinting at the prevalence of a culturally rich Pampa Valley civilisation flourished along the heritage village of 

Aranmula, the villagers have unearthed parts of a few terracotta artefacts of archaeological value on the banks of 

the river Pampa. 

 The terracotta pieces were first sighted by a villager and a few fishermen in Edayaranmula. 

 The broken terracotta pieces were of Naga images, a male bust, female face, ornaments, etc. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

COMMEMORATION OF '75TH YEAR OF ESTABLISHMENT OF AZAD HIND 

GOVERNMENT' 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - The Freedom Struggle - its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 

different parts of the country. 
 

Context: 

The Prime Minister of India, would be hoisting the National flag and unveiling the plaque to celebrate the 75th anniversary 

of the formation of Azad Hind Government on 21st October, 2018, at the Red Fort, Delhi. 

About Azad Hind Government: 

 The Azad Hind Government, founded on 21st October, 1943 was inspired by Neta ji Subhash Chandra Bose who 

was the leader of Azad Hind Government and also the Head of State of this Provisional Indian Government-in-exile. 

 It was a part of the freedom movement, originating in 1940s outside India with a purpose of allying with Axis 

powers to free India from British rule. 

 The existence of the Azad Hind Government gave a greater legitimacy to the independence struggle against the 

British. 

 The role of Azad Hind Fauj or the Indian National Army (INA) had been crucial in bequeathing a much needed 

impetus to India‘s struggle for Independence. 
Source:- PIB 

 

PATEL SAVED INDIA FROM BALKANISATION: PM 
GS PAPER - 01 - HISTORY - Important personalities 
 

Context: 

The Prime Minister dedicated the world‘s tallest statue, the ―Statue of Unity‖, to the Nation, today on October 31, 

2018. 
 

„Statue of Unity‟[Patel]: 

 It is a symbol of both the unity of hearts and the geographical integrity of our motherland. It is a reminder 

that, divided, we may not be even able to face ourselves. United, we can face the world and scale new 

heights of growth and glory. 

 Situated on the banks of Narmada, the statue is the world‘s tallest. 

 PM Modi said, Sardar Patel worked with astonishing speed to dismantle the history of imperialism and 

create the geography of unity with the spirit of nationalism. He saved India from Balkanisation… Today, 

we, the 130 crore Indians, are working shoulder to shoulder to build a new India that is strong, 

prosperous and inclusive. 
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 ―Two traits synonymous with Sardar Patel are trust and integrity. The farmers of India had unparalleled 

faith in him… traders and industrialists preferred to work with Sardar Patel because they felt here was a 

stalwart who had a vision for India‘s economic and industrial growth,‖ said PM Modi. 
 

Particulars about statue of Unity: 

 It is located facing the Narmada Dam, at Kevadiya in Gujarat 

 The monument along with its surroundings occupies over 20,000 square metres, and is surrounded by a 

12 square km artificial lake. 

 It is the world‘s tallest statue with the height of 182 metres (597 ft) designed by Ram V. Sutar and 

designed and executed by Larsen & Toubro. 

 The total height of the statue from its base will be 240-metre consisting base level of 58 meters and 

statue of 182 meters. 

 It is constructed with steel framing, reinforced cement concrete, and bronze cladding. 

 The statue needed 75,000 cubic metres of concrete, 5,700 tonnes of steel structure, 18,500 tonnes of 

reinforced steel rods, 22,500 tonnes of bronze sheets for construction. 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Rashtriya Ekta Trust (SVPRET), a special purpose vehicle was established by 

the Government of Gujarat for its construction and the outreach programme was carried out across India 

starting December 2013. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

THE UNIFIER OF MODERN INDIA 
GS PAPER - 01 HISTORY - significant events, personalities 
 

Context: 

 Remembering Sardar Patel‘s stupendous role in integrating the princely States into independent India 

 “By common endeavour we can raise the country to a new greatness, while a lack of unity will 

expose us to fresh calamities.”These pragmatic but profound remarks defined the vision and the 

sterling character of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the principal unifier of modern India. 
 

Force behind unification 

 Sardar Patel‘s foresight and tactful navigation of the most turbulent period in post-Independence, and 

the resolve he demonstrated in integrating the more than 500 princely States into the Dominion of India 

is an unparalleled accomplishment in modern history. 

 Hailing Patel‘s feat, Lord Mountbatten declared the unification of India as the first great success of the 

new independent government. 

 Patel was a statesman with a strong sense of realpolitik, a realist to the core and an earthy politician 

whose sole aim was to build a strong and united India. 

 The princely rulers had the option at that time to either accede to India or Pakistan or remain 

independent. 

 Patel‘s wisdom, foresight, patriotism, tact, persuasive powers and abiding commitment to fair play 

enabled him to untangle a highly complex political and social problem without triggering any kind of 

revolt or civil unrest. 
 

Operation Polo (Hyderabad) and case of Junagarh 

 Patel was also compelled to use coercion by launching ‗Operation Polo‘ to liberate and integrate 

Hyderabad after the Nizam of Hyderabad entertained false hopes of either joining Pakistan or remaining 

independent. 

 In a swift operation lasting five days, Hyderabad State was liberated in September 1948. 
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 It was the most critical time when the country‘s political unity was in jeopardy, India found the man of 

the moment in Sardar Patel. 

 He displayed amazing patience, tact and a steely determination in dealing with an intransigent ruler, who 

refused to see the writing on the wall and even wanted to take the issue to the United Nations. 

 Displaying statesmanship of the highest order, Sardar Patel prevented the attempts to not only Balkanise 

India but internationalise the issue as well. 

 The complicated case of Junagarh, Gujarat, was also handled with dexterity by Patel. 

 The problem of Jammu and Kashmir may have been resolved long back had Sardar Patel been given a 

free hand to handle it at that time. 
 

A builder of India 

 Patel himself termed the entire exercise as a ―bloodless revolution‖ when he wanted the Constituent 

Assembly to consider privy purse settlements for the surrender by the rulers of all their ruling powers 

and the dissolution of the States as separate units. 

 Patel was an ardent follower of Mahatma Gandhi and never swerved in his loyalty to his mentor, 

although there were occasions when he differed with him. 

 Similarly, he did not see eye-to-eye with Jawaharlal Nehru on certain issues, including the handling of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

 But he did not allow these differences or personal ego to come in the way of protecting the larger 

interests of the country. 

 He worked shoulder-to-shoulder with Nehru in building a modern India. 

 Patel was a multifaceted personality. He was a dynamic political leader, an organiser par excellence, a 

competent administrator and a skilful negotiator. 

 After coming under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi, he became his loyal follower and successfully 

organised peasants against the imposition of taxes by the British at Kheda and Bardoli, Gujarat, and in 

the process he earned the title of ‗Sardar‘ for his leadership qualities. 

 The manner in which he marshalled the peasants and the unflinching stand taken by him eventually 

forced the authorities to roll back the taxes. 
 

Architect of the steel frame 

 The Iron Man of India was the chief architect of India‘s steel frame — the civil services. 

 Thus, the All India Services were seen as an important cementing force in promoting the unity and 

integrity of the nation. 

 It will be relevant to recall his famous address to the civil service probationers in 1947. when Patel told 

them that the service will have to adopt its true role of national service without being trammelled upon 

by traditions and habits of the past. 

 He said: ―Your (officers‘) predecessors were brought up in the traditions in which they felt out of touch 

and kept themselves aloof from the common run of the people. It will be your bounden duty to treat the 

common men in India as your own or to put it correctly, to feel yourself to be one of them.‖ 

 

The man of integrity and intentions of “nation first” 

 He readily accepted the Mahatma Gandhi‘s advice to withdraw his candidacy for the post of Congress 

President in favour of Pandit Nehru in 1946, although a majority of State Congress committees supported 

his candidature. 

 It was apparent that the Congress President would become the first Prime Minister of India. It once again 

proved his noble intention of placing the country‘s interests above self. 
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 His love for the motherland was best described by Maulana Azad when he said: ―He made his choice out 

of two courses that come before a man, namely would he live for his country or for himself? Sardar chose 

his country.‖ 
 

A tribute 

 The 182-metre-tall ‗Statue of Unity‘ is being unveiled on his birth anniversary at the Narmada dam site in 

Gujarat, in a tribute and recognition of Patel‘s stupendous role in integrating and ensuring India‘s unity. 

 We must try to emulate his qualities and work towards realising his dream of providing ‗Suraaj‘ in a new 

and prosperous India. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

VENKAIAH NAIDU INAUGURATES „WORLD PEACE‟ MONUMENT 
GS PAPER - 01  - The Freedom Struggle - its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different 

parts of the country. 

Context: 

 Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the world‘s largest dome at the Maharashtra Institute of 

Technology (MIT)‘s World Peace University (MIT-WPU) campus at Loni Kalbhor on the 150th birth anniversary 

of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 It is one of the largest domes in the world. 

 The dome is built atop the MIT World Peace Library and the World Peace Prayer Hall 

o which are named after the 13th century poet-saint and philosopher Dnyaneshwar - a pivotal figure of the 

Bhakti movement in Maharashtra. 
                                                                                                                                                                          Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

LAGOON VILLAS FOR LAKSHADWEEP 
GS PAPER - 01 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY - geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 

features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

 
Context: 

 Government is planning to set up island water villas in Lakshadweep‘s lagoons. This is intended to boost the islands 

tourism sector. 

More about the news: 

 Lagoons with luxurious water villas is not something India is known for. But there is now a plan to come up with a 

popular alternative to leading destinations such as Mauritius and Maldives, if the government‘s plan for ―holistic 

development of the islands‖ is any indication. 

 NITI Aayog, along with other stakeholders, including the Island Development Agency (IDA), which is chaired by 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh, is conducting a technical feasibility study. 

 Government is looking at Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands, for holistic development of Island. 

○ That it would be ensured that there is no damage to the ecosystem. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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IPCC REPORT ON GLOBAL WARMING 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - changes in critical geographical features (including water bodies & ice-caps) & in flora 

& fauna & the effects of such changes 
 

Context: 

 IPCC released a ―special report‖ on the actions the world needs to take to prevent global average temperatures 

from rising beyond 1.5°C as compared to pre-industrial times.   

 Limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees would require rapid, far reaching and unprecedented changes in all 

aspects of society, the IPCC said.  

  It compares the impact of global warming of 1.5 deg C and 2 deg C.   

 It will be a key scientific input for the Climate Change Conference in Poland in December, when governments 

review the Paris Agreement to tackle climate change. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 IPCC said that climate change could have ―irreversible‖ and ―catastrophic‖ impacts if the global average 

temperatures were allowed to rise beyond 2 degrees Celsius. 

 We are already seeing the consequences of 1 degree Celsius of global warming through more extreme weather, 

rising sea levels and diminishing Arctic sea ice, among other changes.   

 The international effort to tackle climate change must be accelerated in order to limit global temperature rises. 

 Climate-related risks for natural and human systems are higher.   

 The report notes that investment in physical and social infrastructure is a key enabler in enhancing resilience 

and adaptive capacity.  

  Poorly designed or implemented adaptation projects can increase greenhouse gas emissions and water use, 

increase gender and social inequality, undermine health conditions, and encroach on natural ecosystems.   

 Hence, adaptation efforts must pay attention to poverty and sustainable development.  These efforts need 

financial support.   

 Adaptation needs have generally been supported by public sector sources, multilateral development banks, and 

UNFCCC channels. 

 According to the report, there is a need to integrate Disaster risk management (DRM) and adaptation to reduce 

vulnerability.   

 The report also identifies ―educational adaptation‖ options which motivate adaptation through building 

awareness.  

o  A more participatory approach towards adaptation, especially for vulnerable population, will be to 

formulate adaptation action based on indigenous knowledge.   

o These people are threatened by cultural modification, dispossession of land rights and land grabbing, 

rapid environmental and social changes. 

o Therefore recognition of indigenous rights, governance systems and laws is central to adaptation, 

mitigation and sustainable development. 

  Local governments are important; they enable more participative decision-making and involve wider 

community in designing and implementing adaptation policies. 
 

What is 1.5 degree? 

Since 1990s, countries started discussing climate change and began negotiating an international arrangement for tackling it 

together.  The objective has been to limit rising global average temperatures to within 2°C from pre-industrial times  

Periodic Assessment Reports produced by IPCC, suggest that the impacts of climate change could be ―irreversible‖ and  
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―catastrophic‖ if the rise in temperature was allowed to go beyond the 2°C ceiling.  Small island states and the least 

developed nations, are likely to suffer the worst consequences of climate change.  These countries asked that the goal should 

be to restrict the temperature rise within 1.5°C from pre-industrial times.  

 A 1.5°C target demanded much deeper emission cuts from the big emitters, which in turn required massive 

deployment of financial and technological resources.  

 The Paris Agreement ‗hold‘ the increase in global average temperature to ―well below‖ 2°C, it also promised to 

keep ―pursuing efforts‖ to attain the 1.5°C target.  Incidentally, the global average temperature has already risen by more 

than 1°C from pre-industrial times.  At the current rate, the 1.5°C limit could be crossed as early as 2040. 

 Is the 1.5°C target attainable? 

The IPCC report suggests possible pathways to attain the 1.5°C objective.  

 It would involve much sharper and quicker emission cuts by big emitters like China, the US, the European Union 

and India.   

 These pathways are likely to be heavily dependent on the success of carbon removal technologies.  No such 

technology exists yet, but several possibilities are being explored.  
 

Recommendations of the Report: 

 To limit ourselves to 1.5°C, global net anthropogenic CO2 emissions should reduce by about 45 per cent from 2010 

levels by 2030, and should reach net-zero around 2050.   

 We also need serious cuts to non-CO2 emissions.  Both methane and black carbon need to be reduced by 35 per 

cent or more of 2010 levels by 2050.  Achieving these cuts requires rapid and ―far-reaching transitions in energy, 

land, urban and infrastructure (including transport and buildings), and industrial systems‖.  It will require political 

action and significant scale-up of investment.   

 Average annual investment in low-carbon energy technologies and energy efficiency needs to scale up.   

o Use of coal should reduce steeply and its share in electricity mix should be reduced to close to 0 per cent by 

2050.   

o  Need for a significant fall in the share of oil in energy production by 2050.  The industry sector will have to 

reduce emissions by around 75–90 per cent of 2010 levels by 2050.  Real emission reductions can be 

achieved through a combination of new and existing technologies, including sustainable bio-based 

feedstocks, product substitution, and carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS).  

o  In the land-use sector, some amount of pasture and non-pasture agricultural land for food and feed crops 

needs to be converted for energy crops.  

 The IPCC‘s role is limited to bringing forth these options; it is now up to governments to decide on how to act.  

They can start by scaling up ambition on nationally determined contributions. 

SOURCE : The Hindu 
 
 

ANOTHER WARNING ON WARMING [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - changes in critical geographical features (including water bodies & ice-caps) & in flora 

& fauna & the effects of such changes 
 

Context: 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has just released a special report on global warming of 

1.5°C over pre-industrial temperatures 

 Produced speedily, it provides details on how the global response to climate change needs to be strengthened 

within the broader context of sustainable development and continuing efforts to eradicate poverty 

 The impacts of 1.5°C of warming and the possible development pathways by which the world could get there are 

its main focus 
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Rising temperatures 

 If nations do not mount a strenuous response against climate change, average global temperatures, which have 

already crossed 1°C, are likely to cross the 1.5°C mark around 2040 

 It was in 2015, at the Paris climate conference, that the global community made a pact to pursue efforts to limit 

warming to within 1.5°C — half a degree below the previous target of 2°C 

 For most people, the difference between 1.5°C and 2°C may seem trivial when daily temperatures fluctuate much 

more widely but the reference here is to global average temperatures 
 

Ripple effect: 

 Half a degree of warming makes a world of difference to many species whose chance of survival is significantly 

reduced at the higher temperature 

 At 1.5°C warming, ocean acidification will be reduced (compared to 2°C warming), with better prospects for 

marine ecosystems 

 There will likely be less intense and frequent hurricanes, not as intense droughts and heat waves with smaller 

effects on crops, and the reduced likelihood of an ice-free Arctic in summers 

 Studies conservatively estimate sea levels to rise on average by about 50 cm by 2100 in a 2°C warmer world, 10 

cm more than for 1.5°C warming 

 The risks to food security, health, fresh water, human security, livelihoods and economic growth are already on the 

rise and will be worse in a 2°C world 

 The number of people exposed to the complex and compounded risks from warming will also increase and the 

poorest — mostly in Asia and Africa — will suffer the worst impacts 

 Adaptation, or the changes required to withstand the temperature rise, will also be lower at the lower temperature 

limit 
 

Mitigation: 

 There are several mitigation pathways illustrated to achieve these reductions and all of them incorporate different 

levels of CO2 removal.  

 Emissions need to peak early within the next decade or so, and then drop. These different methods will 

themselves involve various risks, costs and trade-offs. 

  But there are also many synergies between achieving mitigation targets and fulfilling Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

  To stay below 1.5°C, the transitions required by energy systems and human societies, in land use, transport, and 

infrastructure, would have to be rapid and on an unprecedented scale with deep emission reductions. 
 

Way forward 

 Disputes over the implementation of the Paris Agreement at numerous meetings depict the deep divides among 

rich countries, emerging economies and least developed countries 

 This special report poses options for the global community of nations 

 Each will have to decide whether to play politics on a global scale for one‘s own interests or to collaborate to 

protect the world and its ecosystems as a whole 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

INDIA FACES THREAT OF DEADLY HEAT WAVES: UN REPORT 
GS PAPER - 01 GEOGRAPHY - changes in critical geographical features (including water bodies & ice-caps) & in flora 

& fauna & the effects of such changes 

Context: 

India could face an annual threat of deadly heat waves, like like the one in 2015 that killed at least 2,500 people, if the world 

gets warmer by 2 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels, says the much-anticipated world‘s biggest review report on 

climate change. The report was released by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
 

More about the news: 

 India could face an annual threat of deadly heat waves if the world gets warmer by 2°C, says the new IPCC 

report. 
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 In 2015, heat waves killed at least 2,500 people in India. 

 The report specifically mentions Kolkata and Karachi among cities that could face an increased threat of heat 

waves. 

 The implications of the report will be discussed at the Katowice climate change conference in Poland this 

December, where governments will review the Paris Agreement to tackle climate change. Being one of the 

largest carbon-emitting nations, India is expected to be a key player in the global event. 

 It is now the scientific consensus that global warming affects human health, causing loss of millions of lives. 
 

Effect of climate change in Day to day life: 

 The ‗1.5 Health Report‘, which is a synthesis of the health content of IPCC report compiled by experts from the 

University of Washington, World Health Organisation and Climate tracker, highlighted that India and Pakistan 

could be worst affected in the event of a 2°C increase. 

 Climate change is also projected to be a ―poverty multiplier‖ through food insecurity, higher food prices, income 

losses, lost livelihood opportunities, adverse health impacts and population displacements. 

 According to the IPCC report, poverty is expected to increase with rising in global warming. ―Limiting global 

warming to 1.5°C as against 2°C can reduce the number of people exposed to climate-related risks and poverty 

by up to several hundred million by 2050,‖ the report said. 

 The same limit can result in reduced losses in yields of maize, rice, wheat and other cereal crops, particularly in 

Asia. The report also suggests mitigation measures to reduce anthropogenic net emissions of carbon dioxide. 

 India emitted nearly 929 million tonnes of CO2 in the last fiscal from the thermal power sector alone, which 

accounts for 79% of the country‘s power generation. 

 

Heat wave: 

 A heat wave is a period of excessively hot weather, which may be accompanied by high 

humidity, especially in oceanic climate countries. 

 The term is applied both to hot weather variations and to extraordinary spells of hot which may 

occur only once a century. 

 Severe heat waves have caused catastrophic crop failures, thousands of deaths from 

hyperthermia, and widespread power outages due to increased use of air conditioning. 

 A heat wave is considered extreme weather, and a danger because heat and sunlight may 

overheat the human body. Heat waves can usually be detected using forecasting instruments so 

that a warning call can be issued. 

 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

ANCIENT MAYAN SOCIETY PRODUCED, STORED, TRADED SALT: STUDY 
GS PAPER - 01 CULTURE - Art & Culture 
 

Context: 

Anthropologists have discovered remnants of an ancient salt works that provide clues on how the Mayan society more than 

1,000 years ago produced, stored and traded the mineral. 

More about the News: 

 Analyses of stone tools found at the site, called the Paynes Creek Salt Works in Belize in Central America, 

revealed that the ancient Mayans made salt in large quantities. 

 They were also salting fish and meat to meet dietary needs and produced a commodity that could be stored and 

traded. 

 The site Paynes Creek Salt Works is a 3-square-mile area surrounded by mangrove forest that had been buried 

beneath a saltwater lagoon due to sea level rise. No remnants of fish or animal bones were found. 

 The team mapped and excavated the underwater sites and discovered more than 4,000 wooden posts that outline 

a series of buildings used as salt kitchens where brine was boiled in pots over fires to make salt. 
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 The pottery is also used in modern and historic salt-making and is called briquetage. 

 The salt was hardened in pots to form salt cakes and used to salt fish and meat, which were storable commodities 

that could be transported to marketplaces by canoe within the region. 

 The Classic Mayan from AD 300-900 may have travelled by boat along the coast and up rivers to cities about 15 

miles inland to trade and barter. 

 These discoveries substantiate the model of regional production and distribution of salt to meet the biological 

needs of the Classic Mayan. 

Maya Civilisation: 
 

 The Maya civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization developed by the Maya peoples, and noted for its 

hieroglyphic script the only known fully developed writing system of the pre-Columbian Americas as well as for its 

art, architecture, mathematics, calendar, and astronomical system. 

 The Maya civilization developed in an area that encompasses southeastern Mexico, all of Guatemala and Belize, 

and the western portions of Honduras and El Salvador. 

 Maya cities tended to expand haphazardly, and the city centre would be occupied by ceremonial and administrative 

complexes, surrounded by an irregular sprawl of residential districts. 

 Different parts of a city would often be linked by causeways. The principal architecture of the city consisted of 

palaces, pyramid-temples, ceremonial ballcourts, and structures aligned for astronomical observation. 

 The Maya elite were literate, and developed a complex system of hieroglyphic writing that was the most advanced 

in the pre-Columbian Americas. The Maya recorded their history and ritual knowledge in screenfold books, of 

which only three uncontested examples remain, the rest having been destroyed by the Spanish. 

 There are also a great many examples of Maya text found on stelae and ceramics. 

 The Maya developed a highly complex series of interlocking ritual calendars, and employed mathematics that 

included one of the earliest instances of the explicit zero in the world. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

2013 REPORT WANTED CHANGES TO SEXUAL HARASSMENT LAW 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY  -  Role of women and women's organization, population and associated issues. 

 
Context: 

 The Centre recently announced its plan to set up a panel of judges to look into the legal and institutional framework  

to curb sexual harassment at workplaces following the #MeToo campaign on social media. 

 As early as 2013, the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, in its report on gender laws which would have proven efficient  

to tackle issue. 
 

Background: 

 The panel was formed in the aftermath of the December 16 Nirbhaya gangrape in 2012 and the ensuing nationwide protests, 

and submitted its report on January 23, 2013. 

 At that time of the submission of the report, the Sexual Harassment of  Women at Workplace Amendment  bill had  
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already been pending in Upper house of Parliament. 

 The Committee, chaired by Justice Verma and including Justice Leila Seth and senior lawyer Gopal Subramanium, 

termed the Sexual Harassment Bill ―unsatisfactory‖ and said it did not reflect the spirit of the Vishakha guidelines -  

framed by the Supreme Court in 1997 to curb sexual harassment at the workplace. 
 

Justice verma committee recommendation: 

 To ensure speedy disposal of complaints, the Justice Verma Committee proposed that the tribunal should not 

function as a civil court but may choose its own procedure to deal with each complaint. 
 

Onus on employee: 

 The Committee said any unwelcome behaviour should be seen from the subjective perception of the complainant, 

thus broadening the scope of the definition of sexual harassment. 

 The Verma panel said an employer could be held liable: 

○ if he or she facilitated sexual harassment, 

○ permitted an environment where sexual misconduct becomes widespread and systemic, 

○ where the employer fails to disclose the company‘s policy on sexual harassment and ways in which 

workers can file a complaint 

○ if employer fails to forward a complaint to the tribunal. 

 The company would also be liable to pay compensation to the complainant. 
 

Encouraging Women to file complaints 

1. The panel also made several suggestions to encourage women to come forward and file complaints. 

2. For instance, it opposed penalizing women for false complaints and called it an abusive provision intended to 

nullify the objective of the law. 
 

Vishaka Guidelines: 

 The Supreme Court in 1997 in the case of Vishakha vs. state of Rajasthan categorically stated 

about eliminating all forms of discrimination and to ensure safety and security to women.  

 It laid down the requirements for employers dealing with complaints of sexual assault and stipulated 

the formation of committees to dispose of complaints from victims of harassment. These guidelines 

came to be known as Vishakha Guidelines. 
 

Definition of Sexual Harassment as defined by the court: 

 Anything at work that can place the working woman at disadvantage compared to other male 

employees in her official career just because she is a woman – can be termed as sexual harassment. 

 Unwelcome sexually determined behaviour & demands from males employees at the workplace, 

such as: 

 any physical contacts and advances, 

 sexually coloured remarks, 

 showing pornography, 

 passing lewd comments or gestures, 

 sexual demands by any means, 

 any rumours/talk at the workplace with sexually coloured remarks about a working woman, or 

 Spreading rumours about a woman‘s sexual relationship with anybody. 
 

Vishaka guidelines: 

 Gender equality includes protection from sexual harassment and the right to work with dignity 

as per our constitution. 

 Extra hazard for a working woman compared her male colleague is a clear violation of the 

fundamental rights of Gender Equality & Right to Life and Liberty. 

 In no way should working women be discriminated at the workplace against male employees (If 

a woman is, then it must be documented in company policies, for example, limitation of women 
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 Safe working environment and working with full dignity is the fundamental right of working 

women. The right to work as an inalienable right of all working women. 

 SC also recommended a Complaints Committee at all workplaces, headed by a woman 

employee, with not less than half of its members being women. All complaints of sexual 

harassment by any woman employee would be directed to this committee. 
 

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 
This Act seeks to protect women from sexual harassment at their place of work superseding the Vishakha 

Guidelines introduced by the Supreme Court. 

Main features of the bill: 

 This Act aimed to provide every woman, irrespective of her age or employment status, a safe and 

secure working environment free from all forms of harassment. 

 This Act covered both the organized and unorganized sectors in India. The statute applied to all 

government bodies, private and public sector organizations, non-governmental organizations, 

organizations carrying out commercial, vocational, educational, entertainment, industrial, financial 

activities, hospitals etc. 

 This Act defined ‗sexual harassment‘ in line with the Supreme Court‘s definition in the Vishaka 

Judgment. 

 The Act extended the meaning of the word sexual harassment to include ―presence or occurrence of 

circumstances of implied or explicit promise of preferential treatment in employment, threat of 

detrimental treatment in employment, threat about present or future employment, interference with 

work or creating an intimidating or offensive or hostile work environment, or humiliating treatment 

likely to affect the lady employee‘s health or safety could also amount to sexual harassment‖. 

 The Act also introduced the concept of „extended workplace‟ since sexual harassment is not always 

confined to the primary place of employment. Therefore, the Act defined ‗workplace‘ to include any 

place visited by the employee arising out of or during the course of employment, including 

transportation provided by the employer for the purpose of commuting to and from the place of 

employment. 

 The Act provided for the establishment of Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) at each and every 

office or branches of the organization employing 10 or more employees, in order to provide a forum for 

filing complaints to facilitate fast redressal of the grievances pertaining to sexual harassment. 

 It also provided for the establishment of local complaints committee (LCC) at the district level by the 

Government to investigate and redress complaints of sexual harassment of the unorganized sector or 

from those establishments where the ICC has not been constituted for the reason being, it having less 

than 10 employees. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

„EXTEND VISHAKHA NORMS TO RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS‟ 
GS PAPER- 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Social Empowerment 
 

Context: 

The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear a PIL petition to extend the Vishakha guidelines against sexual 

harassment in workplace to ashrams, madrasas and Catholic institutions to check the rampant rise in sexual 

exploitation of women. 
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More about the news: 

 According to the petition, if Vishakha Guidelines are extended to the religious institutions, it would assist 

a lot in reducing sexually related crimes against women by gurus or leaders of that particular institution. 

 The petition also said that  the government should do a background verification of religious leaders, 

especially ―new upcoming babas‖ or ―heads of those madrasas‖ and churches. 

 It also sought directions to the Centre to provide adequate measures for women safety at religious places 

by conducting periodic checks by State women panels. 

 The petition also mentioned recent instances such as cases of priests being accused of sexual abuse in 

Kerala and of self-styled gurus like Daati Maharaj, Baba Ram Rahim and Asaram Bapu. 
 

                                                                                                                   SOURCE:- THE HINDU  
 

 

 

PANEL TO STUDY ISSUES RAISED BY #METOOINDIA 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Context: 

 The government will set up a committee of judges and lawyers to examine the existing legal and institutional 

framework to deal with complaints of sexual harassment at the workplace 

 The committee will look into the ―legal & institutional framework which is in place for handling complaints‖ of 

sexual harassment at work, and ―advise‖ the WCD ministry ―on how to strengthen these frameworks,‖. 

Why? 

With more and more women going public with their experiences of sexual harassment at the hands of filmmakers, 

journalists, corporate bosses and, among others, Minister of State for External Affairs M J Akbar, to look into the issues 

being raised The government will establish a committee. 

What is #MeToo movement? 

 The Me Too movement (or #MeToo movement), with many local and international alternatives, is a movement 

against sexual harassment and sexual assault. 

 #MeToo spread virally in October 2017 as a hashtag used on social media in an attempt to demonstrate the 

widespread prevalence of sexual assault and harassment, especially in the workplace. 

SHe - Box: 

 SHe-box' (Sexual Harassment Electronic Box) to enable women employees of the central government to file 

complaints related to sexual harassment at the workplace.  

 Those who have already filed a written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint Committee (ICC) or 

Local Complaint Committee (LCC) constituted under the SH Act are also eligible to file their complaint through 

this portal. 

 Users of SHe-Box also have the option of interacting with Ministry of WCD through this portal, with an assured 

time-bound response. 

 Once a complaint is submitted to the ‗SHe-Box‘, it will be directly sent to the internal complaints committee 

(ICC) of the ministry/department/ PSU/ autonomous body etc concerned, having jurisdiction to inquire into the 

matter 

The ICC will take action as prescribed under the Act and update the status of the complaint. The portal is also an effort to 

provide ―speedier remedy‖ to women facing sexual harassment at the workplace, as envisaged under the sexual harassment 

Act 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 

 

 

CENTRE SETS UP GOM ON SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The government on Wednesday constituted a Group of Ministers to strengthen the legal and institutional frameworks 

to deal with and prevent sexual harassment at workplace. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 With the #metoo movement gaining momentum, Maneka Gandhi had earlier expressed her solidarity with the 

movement and assured that  ministry of women and child development will set up a committee of senior judicial 

and legal persons to look into issues of sexual harassment. 

 Also urged all political parties to set up internal committees. 
 

Group of Ministers: 

 The GoM will recommend action required for effective implementation of the existing provisions, as well as for 

strengthening the existing legal and institutional frameworks for addressing issues related to sexual harassment at 

workplace. 

 The Group of Ministers will, within 3 months of its constitution, examine the existing provisions for the safety of 

women and recommend further measures required to strengthen and make them more effective. 

  

Facts and datas: 

 Earlier this year, in July, minister of state for the Women and Child development ministry Virendra Kumar, 

informed the Lok Sabha that only 500 complaints of sexual harassment of women at the workplace in India 

were registered every year. 

 over the last few years. Likewise, the largest number of complaints (since 2015) were registered in Uttar 

Pradesh, with a total of 627 complaints 

 while Delhi saw the second highest number of complaints being registered, at a total of 314.  

 In total, Kumar informed, only 2164 complaints had been registered all over India since 2015. 
 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

IT‟S NOT #METOO, BUT „WETOO‟ IN ODISHA 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Social empowerment 
 

Context: 

 At a time when the #MeToo fire rages on with several women unmasking their harassers, a campaign is underway in 

Odisha‘s migration-prone districts to sensitise migrant women workers about sexual exploitation. 

 Sexual exploitation of women migrant workers from Odisha is widely regarded to be pronounced. 

 Now, 300 women are undergoing an orientation programme in the State that seeks to empower them to raise their 

voices against any type of sexual exploitation and ensure the safety of accompanying vulnerable adolescent girls. 

 ―If anything happens to women, they would suffer silently and come back. From discussions with migrant women 

workers, we came to know that every third woman has experienced some kind of harassment, including sexual 

assaults,‖ said Umi Daniel, head of Migration Information and Resource Centre, Aide et Action, South Asia, and a 

prominent expert on migration issues. 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/me-too-movement/
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5TH EDITION OF „WOMEN OF INDIA NATIONAL ORGANIC FESTIVAL‟ 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY - Role of women and women's organization 
 

Context: 

The 5th edition of the ‗Women of India National Organic Festival‘ was inaugurated by Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Union 

Minister for Women and Child Development, at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi. 

Objective: 

 The Festival celebrates and promotes women entrepreneurs/producers and farmers in the organic field from across 

India. 

 Participants from the remotest parts of the country get the opportunity of selling their healthy and wholesome goods 

to the people of Delhi and surrounding areas. 

 The participants are being encouraged to sell their products on a long term basis on WCD Ministry‘s e-marketing 

portal Mahila-e-Haat. 
 

National Organic Festival: 

 The festival is From October 26thtill November 4th, IGNCA and will  be the cultural hub of India‘s most varied 

offerings of organic products from 26 States, ranging from food, wellness, personal care, home improvement, 

spices, staples, kitchen composters and for the first time ‗The Vegan Project‘ and Food Court with cooked-on-site 

delicacies will also be available. 

 The Festival will have producers and manufacturers of Organic Products from 26 Indian States.  
Source:- PIB 

 

SC SETS JANUARY 2019 TO FIX A DATE FOR AYODHYA HEARING 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIETY 
 

Context: 

 A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, on Monday 

ordered the volatile Ayodhya dispute appeals to be listed in January 2019 before an appropriate Bench 

to fix a date for hearing. 

 The bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Justice KM Joseph was 

hearing a batch of petitions challenging the 2010 Allahabad High Court verdict trifurcating the disputed 

site at Ayodhya into three parts for Ram Lalla, Nirmohi Akhara and the original Muslim litigant. 

 When parties sought an early hearing, the court said the decision when to start hearing the appeals 

would be in the realm of discretion of the ―appropriate Bench‖ before which the matter would come up 

in January. 

 ―We have our own priorities… whether hearing would take place in January, March or April would be 

decided by an appropriate Bench,‖ Chief Justice Gogoi remarked orally. 
 

 

Background : 

 The issue whether a mosque is integral to Islam had cropped up when the three-judge bench was 

hearing the appeals filed against the Allahabad High Court's verdict.  

 On september 27 this year, In a majority SC verdict of 2:1, a three-judge bench headed by then chief 

justice Dipak Misra had said the civil suit has to be decided on the basis of evidence and the previous 

verdict has no relevance to this issue.  

o "We are of the considered opinion that no case has been made out to refer the Constitution 

Bench judgment of this court in Ismail Faruqui case for reconsideration." 

 Justice Ashok Bhushan, who had penned the judgment for himself and the Chief Justice of India, had 

said it has to find out the context in which the five-judge bench had delivered the 1994 verdict.  

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 However, Justice S Abdul Nazeer had disagreed with the two judges and had said whether a mosque is 

integral to Islam has to be decided considering religious belief which requires detailed consideration  

 It is clear that the question as to whether a particular religious practice is an integral part of the religion 

is to be considered by the doctrine, tenets and beliefs of the religion,"the question of the 1994 Ismail 

Farooqi judgement needed to be referred to a larger Constitution Bench.  
 

1994 Ismail farooqui verdict: 
 

 In Dr M Ismail Faruqui vs Union of India, the Supreme Court considered the question of acquisition 

of religious place by the State. A temple, church or a mosque, etc, are essentially immovable 

properties and subject to protection under Article 25 and 26.  

 Every immovable property is liable to be acquired.  

 In 1994, the Supreme Court had ruled that namaz or prayers could be offered anywhere and that a 

mosque was not necessary. 

 

Larger historical background of Ayodhya: 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

SC TAGS TRIPURA NRC PLEA WITH ASSAM CASE 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - POPULATION AND ASSOCIATED ISSUES 

 

CONTEXT: 

 The Supreme Court recently issued a notice to the government on a public interest litigation to update the National 

Register of Citizens (NRC) in Tripura, as is being done in Assam, in order to detect and deport the ―illegal 

immigrants‖ from Bangladesh. 
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More about the news: 

 A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi directed the court registry to tag the petition, filed 

by the Tripura People‘s Front and some others, along with petitions in the Assam NRC case. 

 The petition contended the ―influx‖ of illegal immigrants into Tripura amounted to ‗external aggression‘ under 

Article 355 of the Constitution. The Union is bound to protect the State from this, it said. 

 ―The presence of illegal immigrants violates the political rights of the citizens of Tripura,‖ the petition said. 

 ―Uncontrolled influx of illegal migrants from Bangladesh to Tripura has caused huge demographic changes in 

Tripura… Tripura was a predominantly tribal State, but now it has become a non-tribal State… Indigenous people 

who were once the majority have now become a minority in their own land,‖ it claimed. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

PROCEED WITH CAUTION [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Population & associated issues 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has tagged a petition filed by the Tripura People‘s Front seeking updating of the NRC 

in Tripura, along with the Assam NRC case, and issued a notice to the Centre 

 The petitioners have sought July 19, 1948, as the cut-off date in accordance with Article 6 of the 

Constitution 

 Article 6 of the Constitution of India deals with Rights of citizenship of certain persons who have 

migrated to India from Pakistan 
 

Migration in tripura state: 

 Ministry of Labour and Rehabilitation, Government of India on October 15, 1971 states that there was 

influx of an estimated 5.17 lakh refugees from erstwhile East Pakistan into Tripura between 1947 and 

February 1971. Of them 3.74 lakh migrated between August 15, 1947 and March 31, 1958 following 

Partition and 1.43 lakh migrated between January 1, 1964 and March 24, 1971 due to communal riots in 

East Pakistan. 

 Tripura recorded influx of 13.50 lakh refugees from March 25, 1971 to September 30, 1971 following the 

civil war and Pakistan Army atrocities in East Pakistan during the Bangladesh liberation war. 

 The percentage of ethnic communities enlisted as Scheduled Tribes declined to 50.09 in 1941, 36.89 in 

1951, to 28.95 in 1971 and 28.44 in 1981 and it was 31.78% of the total population of 36.74 lakh recorded 

in the 2011 Census 
 

Tripura Accord: 

 Tripura was a princely state prior to its merger with India on October 15, 1949. 

 The Dasarath Deb-led Left Front government in Tripura signed an accord with the erstwhile militant outfit 

All Tripura Tribal Force (ATTF) in 1993 to send back all Bangladeshi nationals who came to the State 

after March 25, 1971, and were not in possession of valid documents 

 The cut-off date for the NRC exercise will be critical to the determination of citizenship of the East 

Pakistan refugees besides ensuring that the demographic fault lines do not give fresh ground for 

insurgency and a fresh conflict between ethnic communities and the migrants 
 

Constitutional guarantee: 

 Article 6 of the Constitution implies that a migrant from erstwhile East Pakistan is deemed to be an 

Indian citizen if either of his or her parents or any of his or her grandparents were born in India and in the 

case where such a person has migrated on or after July 19, 1948, and has been resident in the territory of 

India since the date of his migration 
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 The migrant can also be deemed a citizen if such a person migrated on or after July 19, 1948, but has 

been registered as a citizen of India by an officer appointed by the Government of India 
 

Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016: 

 The bill seeks to grant citizenship to six non-Muslim minority communities in Bangladesh, Pakistan and 

Afghanistan — Hindus, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists, Jains and Parsis 

 The governments at the Centre and in Tripura may push the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 to woo 

the post-Partition Bengali refugees by playing upon the perceived fear among them of being reduced to 

non-citizens if July 19, 1948, is taken as the cut-off date 
 

Way forward: 

 The deep demographic fault lines and the history of a bitter insurgency-ravaged past should remind both 

New Delhi and Agartala that mishandling of the citizenship issue may push Tripura into a protracted 

conflict situation that will be difficult to resolve 

 An NRC exercise in Tripura may open a Pandora‘s box as India is still undecided on the determination of 

citizenship status of lakhs of refugees from erstwhile East Pakistan 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

HELPING THE INVISIBLE HANDS OF AGRICULTURE [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 

GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Role of Women and Women organisation. 
 

National Women‟s Farmer‟s Day (Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas): 

 October 15 is observed, respectively, as International Day of Rural Women by the United Nations, and National 

Women‘s Farmer‘s Day (Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas) in India. In 2016, the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers‘ Welfare decided to take the lead in celebrating the event, duly recognising the multidimensional role of 

women at every stage in agriculture — from sowing to planting, drainage, irrigation, fertilizer, plant protection, 

harvesting, weeding, and storage. 

 This year, the Ministry has proposed deliberations to discuss the challenges that women farmers face in crop 

cultivation, animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries. 

 The aim is to work towards an action plan using better access to credit, skill development and entrepreneurial 

opportunities. 
 

Data and Reality: 

 According to Oxfam India, women are responsible for about 60-80% of food and 90% of dairy production, 

respectively. 

 The work by women farmers, in crop cultivation, livestock management or at home, often goes unnoticed. 

 Attempts by the government to impart them training in poultry, apiculture and rural handicrafts is trivial given 

their large numbers. 
 

Agriculture Census : 

 The Agricultural census (2010 - 2011) shows that 118.7 million cultivators, 30.3% were females.  

 Similarly, out of an estimated 144.3 million agricultural labourers, 42.6% were females.  

 In terms of ownership of operational holdings, the latest Agriculture Census (2015-16) is startling.  

 Out of a total 146 million operational holdings, the percentage share of female operational holders is 13.87% 

(20.25 million), a nearly one percentage increase over five years. 
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 While the ―feminisation of agriculture‖ is taking place at a fast pace, the government has yet to gear up to address 

the challenges that women farmers and labourers face. 
 

Issues lingering women farmers: 

1. Issue of land ownership 

 The biggest challenge is the powerlessness of women in terms of claiming ownership of the land they have been 

cultivating. 

 In Census 2015, almost 86% of women farmers are devoid of this property right in land perhaps on account of the 

patriarchal set up in our society. 

 lack of ownership of land does not allow women farmers to approach banks for institutional loans as banks 

usually consider land as collateral. 
 

2. Lack of Access to Credit 

 Research worldwide shows that women with access to secure land, formal credit and access to market have 

greater propensity. 

 They performed better by making investments in improving harvest, increasing productivity, and improving 

household food security and nutrition. 

 Better access to credit, technology, and provision of entrepreneurship abilities will further boost women‘s 

confidence and help them gain recognition as farmers. 
 

3.Under-represented and Un-organized 

 As of now, women farmers have hardly any representation in society and are nowhere discernible in farmers‘ 

organisations or in occasional protests. 

 They are the invisible workers without which the agricultural economy is hard to grow. 
 

4. Land Holdings are on Decline 

 Land holdings have doubled over the years with the result that the average size of farms has shrunk. 

 Therefore, a majority of farmers fall under the small and marginal category, having less than 2 ha of land — a 

category that, undisputedly, includes women farmers. 

 A declining size of land holdings may act as a deterrent due to lower net returns earned and technology adoption. 
 

5.The Unshared Double Responsibility 

 Female cultivators and labourers generally perform labour-intensive tasks (hoeing, grass cutting, weeding, picking, 

cotton stick collection, looking after livestock). 

 In addition to working on the farm, they have household and familial responsibilities. 

 Despite more work (paid and unpaid) for longer hours when compared to male farmers, women farmers can neither 

make any claim on output nor ask for a higher wage rate. 

 An increased work burden with lower compensation is a key factor responsible for their marginalization. 
 

6. Lesser access to Resources 

 Most farm machinery is difficult for women to operate. 

 When compared to men, women generally have less access to resources and modern inputs (seeds, fertilizers, 

pesticides) to make farming more productive. 

 The FAO says that equalizing access to productive resources for female and male farmers could increase 

agricultural output in developing countries by as much as 2.5% to 4%. 
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Facilitation to women farmers: 
 

(A) Easy Credit Facility: 

Provision of credit without collateral under the micro-finance initiative of the NABARD should be encouraged. 
 

(B)Better Education and Training: 

Krishi Vigyan Kendras in every district can be assigned an additional task to educate and train women farmers about 

innovative technology along with extension services. 
 

(C) Farm Mechanization should be Gender Friendly: 

 It is important to have gender-friendly tools and machinery for various farm operations. 

 Manufacturers should be incentivized to come up with better and women friendly machineries. 

 Farm machinery banks and custom hiring centres promoted by many State governments can be roped in to provide 

subsidized rental services to women farmers. 
 

(D) Promoting Collective Farming 

 The possibility of collective farming can be encouraged to make women self-reliant. 

 Training and skills imparted to women as has been done by some self-help groups and cooperative-based dairy 

activities (Saras in Rajasthan and Amul in Gujarat). 

 These can be explored further through farmer producer organisations. 
 

(E) Facilitating with open Policies: 

 Govt flagship schemes such as the National Food Security Mission, Sub-mission on Seed and Planting Material and 

the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana should include women-centric strategies and dedicated expenditure. 

 In order to sustain women‘s interest in farming and also their uplift, there must be a vision backed by an appropriate 

policy and doable action plans 

Way forward: 

1. As more women are getting into farming, the foremost task for their sustenance is to assign property rights in land. 

2. Once women farmers are listed as primary earners and owners of land assets, their acceptance will ensue. 

3. Their activities will expand to acquiring loans, deciding the crops to be grown using appropriate technology and 

machines, and disposing of produce to village traders or in wholesale markets. 

4. They will get socio-economic cognizance of their work thus elevating their place as real and visible farmers. 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
 

POLITICAL PARTIES SHOULD FORM COMPLAINTS PANEL: MANEKA 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Indian society Social empowerment, 

Context: 

Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi has urged political parties to set up internal complaints 

committees, which is mandatory under law for all workplaces. 

Background: 

Allegations of sexual harassment against prominent people in various fields have come to light under India's online 

"#MeToo" movement 

More about the news: 

 A letter written by Gandhi to all seven national political parties and 59 regional parties, Gandhi cited Section 4 of 

the POSH Act (law on prevention of sexual harassment at the workplace) that mandated the formation of an ICC in 

every organisation hiring women.  

 As a political party, a significant number of personnel, including women, are employed in the offices of the 

party.Gandhi  requested to form a  committee be constituted immediately, if not done already. 
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 Ministry officials said the jurisdiction of POSH may be restricted to the employees working in the party offices.  

 ―The laws will be applicable to those who share an employer employee status in the offices of a party.  

 It may not be applicable to all members who may have been associated with a party as volunteers or due to 

ideological reasons . 
Source:- The Hindu 

SC DISMISSES PLEA TO LOWER MARRIAGEABLE AGE OF MEN 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES - Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Monday dismissed a PIL seeking that the legal marriageable age for men be brought down 

from 21 to 18 years, as for women. 
 

More about the News: 

 Recently, plea filed by lawyer Asok Pande 

 His plea contended that at the age of 18, every male and female get the right to vote and choose their 

legislators and it is upon attaining the age of 18 years that a person comes out of the definition of a 

'juvenile'. 

 The plea, which has referred to various provisions of statutes dealing with the issue of majority, said a male 

is eligible to vote in elections at the age of 18 years, but he cannot marry. 

 The petition has challenged the provisions of the Child Marriage Restraint Act, the Special Marriage Act and the 

Hindu Marriage Act which deal with the minimum marriageable age for men and alleged that they are violative of 

various fundamental rights guaranteed under the Constitution. 

 Provisions of three different Acts, fixes different age of marriage of the girl and the boy, so the petitioner 

has come forward to challenge the validity of the Acts 

 The provisions were "unreasonable, unjust and improper" and also violative of Article 15 of the Constitution which 

prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 
Source:-[ The Hindu 

 

GOVT. NOTIFIES RULES ON GRANTING CITIZENSHIP 
GS PAPER - 01 SOCIAL ISSUES-  Population and Associated Issues: 

CONTEXT: 

 The Union Home Ministry has empowered the Collectors of certain districts in seven States to accept online 

applications to grant citizenship to ―persecuted minorities‖ from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh living in 

India. 

 A parliamentary committee has been examining the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, which proposes to grant 

citizenship to six persecuted minorities: Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Buddhists who came to India 

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh before 2014. 

 The Home Ministry gave powers to the Collectors in Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi to grant citizenship and naturalisation certificates to the migrants under Sections 

5 and 6 of the Citizenship Act, 1955. No such power has been delegated to Assam officials. 
 

Major Highlights of this amendments: 

 Under the new rules, notified on October 24, the migrants can apply online, and the verification reports or the 

security clearance reports of the applicants shall be made available to the Centre through an online portal. 

 Citizenship will be granted after the verification reports are received from the States and the Centre. 

 Since 2011, 30,000 such Pakistanis have been granted long-term visas, a precursor to citizenship, and 1,500 

applications are now pending. 

 The online system, which will come into effect on December 22, was put in place after a Home Ministry official 

was arrested in July by the Rajasthan Anti-Corruption Bureau for allegedly extorting money from Pakistani Hindu 

migrants for extension of visas, visa transfer and grant of citizenship. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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A CRUSADE FOR WOMEN‟S RIGHTS 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. 

Context: 

 The past two years have seen the Supreme Court progressively question patriarchy in religion to ensure 

emancipation for women, and set the course for the future. 

 But majority decisions in the court continue to rely on legal technicalities when it comes to politically-charged 

cases like the Ayodhya dispute and the arrest of five activists in the Bhima-Koregaon violence case. 

 The court has not shied away from confronting age-old personal law practices, usages and customs which were 

considered taboo. 

 

 

Inequality: 

 Chief Justice Dipak Misra belled the proverbial cat when he wrote in his main opinion that historically, women 

have been treated unequally. No philosophy has so far convinced the large population of this country to open up 

and accept women as equal partners in the journey of spirituality, the Chief Justice wrote in the Sabarimala case. 

 In Sabarimala, the court held that the ban on women, based on their menstrual status, considering them as 

polluted and a distraction for worshippers vowed to celibacy, is a form of untouchability. In no uncertain terms, 

the court told the world that India still practices untouchability 63 years after the social evil was abolished under 

the Untouchability (Offences) Act in 1955. 

 The fact that the court, despite the changes in Chief Justices, has remained steadfast in its objective to realise the 

equal status of women in religion was witnessed in October 2016 when a Bench led by then Chief Justice of 

India T.S. Thakur drew a parallel between the restriction on women worshipping in Sabarimala temple and 

Mumbai‘s famed Haji Ali Dargah. 

 Chief Justice Thakur had observed that ‗exclusion‘ is practised by both Hindus and Muslims and the problem 

needs to be addressed. Hardly a week later, the Dargah Trust conceded before the court that it had resolved to 

allow women to enter the sanctum sanctorum of the dargah at par with men. 

 The Khehar Court on August 22 last year declared the triple talaq unconstitutional and anti-Quran. Justice Kurian 

Joseph, on the Constitution Bench, held that Islam cannot be anti-Quran and Triple talaq is against the basic 

tenets of the Holy Quran, and consequently, it violates Shariat. 

 Over the past year, the Misra Court has intervened with the Parsi elders to allow Goolrokh Gupta, a Parsi 

woman, who married outside her faith, to pray at the Tower of Silence for her departed father. It has also referred 

to a Constitution Bench the question whether the practice of female circumcision or khafz, prevalent in the 

Dawoodi Bohra sect, amounts to female genital mutilation and is a violation of women‘s right to life and dignity. 
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Dissenting opinions 

 However, in the court‘s decisions in three cases - Aadhaar, Ayodhya and activists‘ arrests 

o the dissenting opinions of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and S. Abdul Nazeer resonate while the opinions 

of the majority on the Bench led by Chief Justice Misra feel prosaic. 

 In the case regarding the arrested activists, the majority opinion shared between Chief Justice Misra and Justice 

Khanwilkar retains the probe with the Maharashtra police. The two judges do not address Justice 

Chandrachud‘s conclusion that investigation should go to a SIT as there is prejudice on the side of the police. 

 In the Ayodhya case, Justice Nazeer points out the question in the 1994 Ismail Faruqui verdict, whether 

‗offering prayers in a mosque is an essential part of Islam or not‘, greatly influenced the Allahabad High 

Court‘s judgment to divide the Ayodhya land in September 2010. 

 The majority opinion of Chief Justice Misra and Justice Bhushan rests comfortably on the conclusion that the 

observation was confined to the facts of the Faruqui case. 

 In the majority opinion in the Aadhaar case, the lead opinion by Justice A.K. Sikri holds that the right to 

provide dignity to the poor outweighs the right to privacy. The lead opinion strives for balance even as Justice 

Chandrachud, in his minority opinion, argues that it is not necessary to sacrifice privacy for dignity. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Source:- The Hindu 

 

ETHICS PANEL DEBATES CHECKS AND BALANCES 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & 

privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Context: 

 Parliamentarians are deliberating on having checks and balances while making their personal information 

public. 
 

More about the news: 

 In a meeting of the Rajya Sabha‘s Parliamentary Committee on Ethics (PCE), members discussed amending 

Rule 293 of the Rajya Sabha‘s procedures, which makes the ―declaration of interest‖ by members a public 

document. 

 Parliamentarians are deliberating on having checks and balances while making their personal information 

public. 

 The section says that a ―register of member‘s interest‖ should be maintained. This interest is explained as 

―personal or specific pecuniary interest (direct or indirect) in a matter being considered by the Council or a 

Committee‖. 

 The rules say that a member should not participate in any debate if there is direct conflict of interest, without 

first declaring it, and that in case of a vote on any issue in the House, the vote of such a member could be 

challenged. 

 The members contended said that they while filing their nominations, they declared their assets and liabilities. 

They had to update any changes in their assets and liabilities every year, too. 

 Apart from allowing this information to be in the public domain, it could also be accessed by anyone through 

the Right to Information Act. 

 Some members felt that the availability of information should be made conditional and the present rule should 

be strengthened. 
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Ethics Committee: 

 Both the houses of Parliament have a permanent standing committee on ethics. 

 The ethics committee in the Lok Sabha has 15 member.,while the Rajya Sabha has 10 memberd Ethics 

committee 

 Ethics committees formulate, enforce and oversee the moral and ethical conduct for members of Parliament. 

 Rajya Sabha was the first among the two Houses to form an ethics committee, with a full standing 

committee status, on 30th May, 1997. Lok Sabha, in contrast, formed an ad hoc ethics panel in 2000 and has  

 been operating as one until August 2015 when it was given a permanent standing committee status. 

Functions: 

 Formulate a Code of Conduct for members and suggest amendments to it from time to time. 

 To oversee the moral and ethical conduct of the Members 

 To examine the cases referred to it with reference to ethical and other misconduct of the Members. 

 Even while being two Houses of the Indian Parliament, there is a significant degree of variation on the rules 

and procedures of the ethics committees in the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. While both focus on codes of 

conduct for Members of Parliament, where they differ is the declaration of members‘ pecuniary or financial 

interest 
 

Difference between Rajyasabha Ethics committee and Lokhsabha Ethics committee: 

 Rajya Sabha has explicitly provided for a ‗Register of Members‘ Interest‘, where MPs have to declare their 

interest in 5 categories: remunerative directorship, remunerated activity, majority shareholding, paid 

consultancy and professional engagement. 

 In addition to that, members are required to declare any financial interest on an issue that is being debated in 

the House or under consideration by any other standing committee and hence refrain from taking part to 

avoid conflict of interest. 

 Lok Sabha does not maintain such a registry of members interests and apart from disclosing their assets and 

liabilities, MPs are not obliged to declare other financial interests that might be in direct or indirect conflict 

with their role as public servants. 

 Another significant point of difference between the two Houses is that while Rajya Sabha‘s Ethics Committee 

acts both on complaints as well as takes up issues suo motu, Lok Sabha‘s committee acts only on complaints 

made either by any member of the public or any other member of the House. 

 The Rajya Sabha‘s registry though is not openly available on its website and can be accessed only through an 

RTI application. 
 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
 

12 COURTS SET UP TO TRY MPS AND MLAS‟ 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Salient features of the Representation of People's Act. 

Context: 

 The Supreme court has upped and ante on the states, Union territories and High courts which have not provided it 

with Details of  Criminal cases pending against sitting lawmakers, warning their chief secretaries and Registrar 

General will be made personally liable for non - compliance.   

 The Centre informed the court that so far a dozen such courts had been created in 11 States. 

 A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, on October 10, gave 11 States/Union Territories (UTs) and 

the High Courts of Karnataka, Kerala and Tripura a deadline of four weeks to comply with its September 12 order. 

 The States/UTs which have not complied with the September 12 order are Goa, Himachal Pradesh Meghalaya, 

Mizoram, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu and Lakshadweep. 

Background: 

 Last year a two judge bench of the Supreme Court had also asked the govt. to set up 12 special courts across 11 states 

and the national capital to deal with cases related to elected representatives. 

 The apex court had on December 14 last year ordered these courts to be established to fast track the long-pending 

trials against MPs and MLAs in a bid to weed out corruption and criminality in politics. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 

 

 

LOWER JUDICIARY VACANCIES UNACCEPTABLE: SC 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary  and Departments 

of the Government 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Monday took suo motu cognisance of over 5,000 vacancies in the lower judiciary across the 

country, saying the situation is ―wholly unacceptable‖. Over three crore cases lie pending in lower courts 

 A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi found that even the official statistics provided by various High 

Courts on the recruitment processes ―under way‖ did not match. The Supreme Court said it wanted specific, updated 

information by October 31 from the High Courts. 
 

Reasons for Judicial Delays: 

 Large number of unfilled judicial vacancies 

 A long drawn judicial process: This is compounded by the fact that often witnesses are not willing to come 

forward. The process concerning criminal cases also takes time; this is exacerbated by the fact that it takes time for 

reports such as medical reports, forensic reports, etc. to be given. There are at times even strikes in Courts that 

delay the process. 

 Fast growing population 

 An increasing number of states and central laws 

 Mounting number of appeals 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

DISQUALIFICATION OF T.N. MLAS UPHELD 
GS PAPER - 02 POLITY - Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & 

privileges and issues arising out of these. 

 
Context: 

 The Madras High Court has upheld the Speaker's disqualification of 18 AIADMK MLAs loyal to TTV Dhinakaran 

saving the present government a possible crisis over lack of numbers in the House.  

 Justice Sathyanarayanan categorically held that the Speaker‘s order did not suffer from any of the grounds of attack, 

be it breach of constitutional mandate, mala fide intentions, perversity or non-adherence to principles of natural 

justice. 

 The Speaker being the sole and ultimate authority to decide the issue pertaining to disqualification…mala fides 

cannot ordinarily be inferred,‖ the judge said. 
 

Disqualification of 18 MLA‟s: 

 The Speaker had disqualified the MLAs because they had given a representation to the Governor, at the instance of 

Mr. Dhinakaran, on August 22, 2017 withdrawing their support to Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami. They 

had also urged the Governor to ―initiate the Constitutional process.‖ 

 However, during their meeting, the then Governor had told them categorically that it was an ―internal party 

dispute.‖ And the response of the Governor was perfectly in tune with the Supreme Court‘s ruling, in the famous 

Nabam Rebia‘s case, that Governors should stay away from the political thicket, the judge said. 
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Constitutional provision dealing with disqualification of MP‟s and MLA‟s: 

1.Anti - defection law: 

 The 10th Schedule to the Indian Constitution popularly referred to as the ‗Anti-Defection Law‘ was inserted by 

the 52nd Amendment (1985) to the Constitution. 

 ‗Defection‘ has been defined as, ―To abandon a position or association, often to join an opposing group‖. 

 The anti-defection law was enacted to ensure that a party member does not violate the mandate of the party and in 

case he does so he will be disqualified from participating in the election. 

 The Anti-Defection Law allows Parliament to announce those members defected who oppose or do not vote in 

line with party‘s decision. 

 The aim of Anti-Defection Law is to prevent members of Parliament to change parties for any personal motive. 
 

2.Article 102:- 

 A person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under the Government of India or the Government of any 

State by reason only that he is a Minister either for the Union or for such State.  

 A person shall be disqualified for being a member of either House of Parliament if he is so disqualified under the 

Tenth Schedule.  

 

3. Article 191 - DisQualification for membership of the State Legislature:- 

  A person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under Government of Indian or the Government of any 

State specified in the first Schedule by reason only that he is a Minister either for the Union of for such State 

A person shall be disqualified for being a member of the Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council of a State is he is so 

disqualified under tenth Schedule 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

SC SETS DEADLINE FOR VERMA PROBE, CURBS POWERS OF RAO 
GS PAPER- 02 POLITY - Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies Government policies and 

interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation 
 

Context: 
To safeguard the CBI‘s reputation, the Supreme Court ordered the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) to complete its 

inquiry into the allegations of graft and misconduct against exiled CBI Director Alok Verma in two weeks. 
 

Background: 

 The tussle between CBI Director Alok Verma and Special Director Rakesh Asthana started in 2017. It all started 

with Asthana‘s appointment to CBI. 

 bureaucratic infight between Verma and Asthana came to a head when the CBI named Asthana in a First 

Information Report (FIR) in a bribery case and the allegations escalated. 

 On October 21, the CBI charged Rakesh Asthana, a 1984-batch Indian Police Service officer of Gujarat cadre, of 

accepting a bribe of Rs 2 crore from a Hyderabad-based businessman Sathish Babu Sana, who was under probe in 

the Moin Qureshi case in order to ―wreck‖ the investigation. 

 The CBI has alleged that bribes were given at least five times between December 2017 and October 2018. 

 The charges against Asthana came to light after Dubai-based middleman Manoj Kumar gave a confessional 

statement before a magistrate stating that he paid Rs 2 crore to Asthana on behalf of Moin Qureshi, who is being 

probed by the CBI and the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on charges of money laundering. Qureshi was arrested by 

the ED in August 2017 under the provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. 

 On October 22, the CBI arrested its own DSP Devender Kumar in connection with the bribery allegations against 

Asthana. Kumar has been accused of fabricating the statements given by Sathish Babu Sana, a witness in the 

Qureshi case, showing that he had recorded a statement on September 26, 2016, in New Delhi. However, after 

investigation, it was found that Sana was never in New Delhi but in Hyderabad and joined the probe only on 

October 1, 2018. 
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 Rakesh Asthana has been sent on leave, while CBI Director Alok Verma was relieved of his post and Deputy SP 

Devender Kumar has been suspended and sent to a seven-day CBI custody, M Nageswara Rao appointed as the 

Interim CBI Director. 

 writ petition was filed by Mr. Verma questioning the legality of the order divesting him of his powers. 

 Another plea was filed by NGO sought quashing of the Central Vigilance Commission order of October 23, which it 

said ―illegally divested‖ Verma of his work for ―malafide reasons‖.  

○ It also requested the court to quash the order issued by the Appointments Committee of Cabinet giving Rao 

interim charge and sought removal of CBI Special Director Rakesh Asthana from the agency ―in light of 

serious corruption cases pending against him‖. 

Supreme court order in CVC: 

 A Bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and K.M. Joseph also clipped 

the powers of the incumbent at the helm of the agency, M. Nageswara Rao. 

  Mr. Rao will take care of only routine tasks essential to keep the CBI functioning. He has been barred from taking 

any major or policy decisions. 

 All decisions taken by Mr. Rao ―from October 23 up to this hour‖ have come under the scanner.  

 The court asked that a list of the decisions including transfer of investigations taken by Mr. Rao be placed before 

the Bench on November 12 in a sealed cover. 

 The court intended to fix a limited time-frame for the CVC inquiry into Mr. Verma. The cloud over Mr. Verma has 

to be cleared quickly, one way or the other. 
 

Chief Vigilance Commission (CVC): 
 It is the apex vigilance institution. 

 It was created via executive resolution (based on the recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964 but 

was conferred with statutory status in 2003. 

 It has status of statutory autonomous body and free of control from any executive authority as per the 

provisions of Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) Act, 2003. 

 Presently, the body consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance commissioners. 

 Appointment : They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a committee 

consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha (if there is no 

LoP then the leader of the single largest Opposition party in the Lok Sabha). 

  Term: 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 It submits its report to the President of India. 

 Removal: The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be removed from his 

office only by order of the President on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after the Supreme 

Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance 

Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed. 

 CVC is advisory body. 

Function: 

 It monitors all vigilance activity under Union Government and advises various authorities in Union 

Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance work. 

 Union Government has authorized CVC as ―Designated Agency‖ to receive written complaints for disclosure 

on any allegation of corruption or misuse of office and recommend appropriate action. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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PUNJAB TO POST NODAL OFFICERS TO CURB STUBBLE BURNING 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Nodal officers will be appointed to curb stubble burning in 8000 paddy growing villages. 

 The villages have been identified by the Agriculture Department as those where paddy stubble is traditionally 

burnt. 

Why? 

 Paddy is grown on 65 lakh acres in Punjab. After harvesting, about 20 million tonnes of straw is left on the 

fields. It is estimated that 15 million tonnes of straw is burnt by farmers for to clear the fields and make them 

ready for the next crop. 

 Open burning of husk produces harmful smoke that causes pollution. Open burning of husk is of incomplete 

combustion in nature.  

○ Hence large amount of toxic pollutants are emitted in the atmosphere. Pollutants contain harmful gases 

like Methane, Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile organic compound (VOC) and carcinogenic polycyclic 

aromatic hydrocarbons. 

 Clouds of ash and smoke can travel more than thousand kilometers and create an obstinate and non-clearing 

clouds. 

 Smog formed of the smoke can increase the levels of pollutants by manifolds in the air, making it difficult to 

breathe.  

 After release in the atmosphere, these pollutants disperse in the surroundings, may undergo physical and 

chemical transformation and eventually adversely affect the human health.  

 Frequent husk burning may contribute to the formation of the brown clouds that affects the local air quality, 

atmospheric visibility and earth climate. 

What the Nodal officers will do? 

 spread awareness on the dangers of stubble burning on health and environment. 

 The nodal officers will be tasked with keeping a strict vigil over the post-harvesting operations. 
                                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 
 

SC BANS SALE OF BS-IV VEHICLES FROM 2020 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday ruled that BS -IV vehicles will not be sold after March 31, 2020 when the BS-VI 

norm for cleaner fuel comes into force. 

 SC court said that pollution has reached an ―alarming and critical‖ level all over India. 
 

BS VI Vehicles: 

 The Supreme Court bench concluded that the need of the hour was to move to a cleaner fuel. India will be moving 

directly on from BS-IV emission norms to BS-VI in 2020, skipping BS-V norms.  

 In 2016, the Centre had announced that the country would skip BS-V norms altogether and adopt BS-VI norms by 

2020. 

 With the rollout of BS-VI compliant cars, the government will also have to make BS-VI grade fuel available in the 

country. In April this year, Delhi became the first city in India to make BS-VI fuel available at its filling stations. 

 BS-VI fuel will emit 80% less particulate matter (PM 2.5 and PM 10) and nearly 70% less nitrogen oxide for every 

kilometre it travels. 
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Bharat Emission Standards 

 Bharat stage emission standards (BSES) are emission standards instituted by the Government 

of India to regulate the output of air pollutants from internal combustion engines and Spark-

ignition engines equipment, including motor vehicles 

 The standards and the timeline for implementation are set by the Central Pollution Control 

Board under the Ministry of Environment & Forests and climate change 

 The standards, based on European regulations were first introduced in 2000 

 Bharat Stage IV emission norms have been in place since April 2010 and it has been enforced 

for entire country since April 2017 

 In 2016, the Indian government announced that the country would skip the BS-V norms 

altogether and adopt BS-VI norms by 2020 

 While the norms help in bringing down pollution levels, it invariably results in increased 

vehicle cost due to the improved technology & higher fuel prices 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY TO ACT AS NODAL AGENCY FOR NCZ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) held that the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to act 

as the nodal agency to ascertain whether the sub-regional plans for protection of National Conservation Zones (NCZ) 

prepared by the States are in consonance with the regional plans prepared by the National Capital Region Planning Board. 
 

National Green Tribunal : 

 National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 (NGT) is an Act of the Parliament of India which enables creation of a special 

tribunal to handle the expeditious disposal of the cases pertaining to environmental issues. 

 It draws inspiration from the India‘s constitutional provision of Article 21, which assures the citizens of India the 

right to a healthy environment. 

 Origin of NGT:During the Rio de Janeiro summit of United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in June 1992, India vowed the participating states to provide judicial and administrative remedies 

for the victims of the pollutants and other environmental damage. 

 There lie many reasons behind the setting up of this tribunal. After India‘s move with Carbon credits, such 

tribunal may play a vital role in ensuring the control of emissions and maintaining the desired levels. 

 This is the first body of its kind that is required by its parent statute to apply the ―polluter pays‖ principle and the 

principle of sustainable development. 

 This court can rightly be called ‗special‘ because India is the third country following Australia and New Zealand 

to have a system in the model of national green tribunal. 

 Members of NGT: The tribunal shall consist of a full time chairperson, judicial members and expert members. 

The minimum number of judicial and expert member prescribed is ten in each category and maximum number is 

twenty in each category. 

o Another important provision included in the law is that the chairperson, if find necessary, may invite 

any person or more person having specialized knowledge and experience in a particular case before the 

tribunal to assist the same in that case. 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

o A judge of the Supreme Court of India or Chief Justice of High Court is eligible to be Chairperson or 

judicial member of the Tribunal. Even existing or retired judge of High Court is qualified to be 

appointed as a Judicial Member. 

o A person is qualified to be an expert member if he has Master of Science with a Doctorate degree or 

Master of Engineering or Master of Technology and has an experience of fifteen years in the relevant 

field including five years practical experiences in the field of environment and forests in a reputed 

National level institutions. 

o Anyone who has administrative experience of fifteen years including experience of five years in dealing 

with environment matters in the Central Government or a State Government or in National or State 

level institution is also eligible to be an expert member. 
SOURCE:- PIB 

 

POLICY MAKING ON ELECTRIC VEHICLES [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das recently announced that his government has introduced electric vehicles 

for official use. 

 While 20 vehicles have been acquired for the first phase, another 30 are expected to be added to the fleet in the 

coming weeks. 

 It has also been reported that 12 charging stations have been set up in Ranchi so far, and several more are slated to 

come up. 

Why? 

 In the 21st century, EVs saw a resurgence due to technological developments, and an increased focus on renewable 

energy. 

 Electric vehicles will reduce fuel bills and are an integral component of the smart cities project. 

 In the current scenario of soaring fuel prices and the spectre of climate change looming large over the planet, it is a 

welcome development that a State government is taking the lead in switching to e-vehicles. 

 Not only does this reduce the burden of fuel bills on the exchequer, it is also in sync with Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi‘s strong pitch in favour of electric vehicles at the recently held Global Mobility Summit in New Delhi. ―Clean 

mobility powered by clean energy is our most powerful weapon in our fight against climate change,‖ Mr. Modi had 

said as he batted for investments in electric vehicles and charging stations. 

Fuel Consumption: 

 In this context, it is well known that government officials are tremendous guzzlers of fossil fuel. 

 If ministers and politicians are taken as a single category of consumers, their per capita and per kilometre 

consumption of fossil fuel is likely to be many times higher than that of most ordinary users, given their penchant 

for moving around accompanied by lengthy convoys of gas-guzzling escort vehicles. 

 One might expect that in a real democracy, public servants, with some exceptions, would typically use public 

transport, which also happens to be another thrust area identified by the Prime Minister as integral to the future of 

mobility in India. 

 But if this is too unrealistic an expectation, the least they could do is to exchange their petroleum-based vehicles 

for electric ones. 

 If other States and the Centre were to follow the example set by Jharkhand, it would have two positive spin-offs: 

○ first, it would encourage the spread of a transportation infrastructure specific to e-vehicles; and 

○ second, it would spur the early adoption of e-vehicles by first-time buyers, generating consumer momentum 

for India‘s stated goal of ensuring that by 2030, all public transport and 30% of private vehicles are electric. 

 This is not far-fetched as quite a few countries, such as Norway and France, already have a substantial percentage 

of their vehicles running on either electricity or alternate fuels. 
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Smart cities are integral part of e - vehicles: 

 Electric vehicles are also an integral component of smart cities, as they are an automatic assumption in 

frameworks of smart transportation. 

 With the cities accounting for 70% population of the world, the environmental challenges could be daunting. 

Therefore, smart cities are incorporating the concept of electric vehicles in their development plans. 

 Meanwhile, the government needs to speed up the formulation of rules for e-vehicles as a category, and come up 

with an India-specific road map for a transition that needs to be smooth if only because it is inevitable. 
                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

 

CENTRE INITIATES PROBE INTO TYPE-2 POLIO VIRUS CONTAMINATION 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 
Context: 
 

1. Traces of polio type-2 virus, a strain that was known to have been eradicated from India, were found in some 

batches of oral polio vaccine (OPV) manufactured by Ghaziabad-based Bio-Med Pvt. Ltd, posing a serious threat of 

polio resurfacing in India. 

2. Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) on Saturday constituted a three-member team to investigate 

a recent case of tainted polio vaccine. 

3. The three-member team will start its investigation on Wednesday to identify the possible cause of contamination 
 

More about the News: 

1. The Union Health Ministry has ordered an inquiry into the type-2 polio virus contamination detected in the vials 

used for immunisation in Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana, and has ordered additional immunisation in 

three States. 

2. The government, which has stepped-up surveillance after the breach,That all possible precautions have been put in 

place to ensure that polio doesn‘t resurface. 
 

Virus strain: 

1. The last case due to type-2 wild poliovirus globally was reported from Aligarh in India in 1999. 

2. India was declared polio free in 2014 and the last case was reported on 13 January 2011, when Rukhsar from 

Howrah was infected with type-1 polio virus. 

3. India eliminated the type-2 strain in 2016, and the type-2 containing poliovirus vaccine (ToPV) was phased out in 

April 2016. 
                                                                                                                                                          Source:- The Hindu 

 

TWENTY-TWO ZIKA CASES CONFIRMED IN RAJASTHAN 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
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Context: 

Cases of Zika virus disease have been reported in Jaipur, Rajasthan. The present outbreak in Jaipur, Rajasthan was detected 

through the ICMR surveillance system. 
 

More about the news; 

 All suspect cases in the defined area and mosquito samples from this area are being tested. Additional testing kits 

are provided to the Viral Research and Diagnostic Laboratories. 

 The State Government has been supplied with IEC material prepared to create awareness about Zika virus disease 

and its prevention strategies. All pregnant mothers in the area are being monitored through NHM. 

 Extensive surveillance and vector control measures are being taken up in the area as per protocol by the state 

government. The State Government has been supplied with IEC material prepared to create awareness about Zika 

Virus diseases and its prevention strategies. 
 

 

SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
 

EIGHT NEW ZIKA CASES IN RAJASTHAN, TOTAL NOW 117 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

Eight new cases of Zika virus were detected in on 20 October , taking the total number of infected people to 117. 
 

 

5 - Member Committee: 

 State health department also formed a five-member committee on Saturday to investigate, examine and track Zika 

virus disease in pregnant patients. 

 The committee will submit the report to the director public health from time to time. 
 
 

Background: 

 In India, the first outbreak was reported in Ahmedabad in January 2017 and the second in Tamil Nadu Krishnagiri 

district in July that year. 

○ Both these outbreaks were successfully contained through intensive surveillance and vector management. 

 The disease is under surveillance of the Union Health Ministry although it is no longer a Public Health 

Emergency of International Concern under WHO notification since November 18, 2016. 

  

Zika Virus: 

 Zika virus disease is caused by a virus transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes. 

 Zika is transmitted to people through the bite of infected female mosquitoes, primarily the Aedes aegypti 

mosquito, the same type that spreads dengue, chikungunya and yellow fever. 

 Zika virus is the virus that causes the infection known as zika fever or zika virus disease. 

 The virus is a member of the Flaviviridae virus family and the genus Flavivirus. 

 It was named ‗zika‘ because the virus was isolated for the first time in the Zika Forest which is in Uganda. 
 

Symptoms: 

 The incubation period (the time from exposure to symptoms) of Zika virus disease is not clear, but is likely to 

be a few days. 

 People infected with Zika may have a mild fever, skin rash, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain and fatigue 

that can last for two to seven days. But as many as 80 percent of people infected never develop symptoms. 

 The symptoms are similar to those of dengue or chikungunya, which are transmitted by the same type of 

mosquito. 

 These symptoms are usually mild and last for 2-7 days. 
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Steps taken by WHO 

The World Health Organization has recently declared the Zika virus and its suspected link to birth defects as an 

international public health emergency, a rare move that signals the seriousness of the outbreak and gives countries 

new tools to fight it. 
 

WHO is working with countries to: 

• Define and prioritize research into Zika virus disease by convening experts and partners. 

• Enhance surveillance of Zika virus and potential complications. 

• Strengthen capacity in risk communication to help countries meet their commitments under the International 

Health Regulations. 

• Provide training on clinical management, diagnosis and vector control including through a number of WHO 

Collaborating Centres. 

• Support health authorities to implement vector control strategies aimed at reducing Aedes mosquito populations 

such as providing larvicide to treat standing water sites that cannot be treated in other ways, such as cleaning, emptying, 

and covering them. 

• Prepare recommendations for clinical care and follow-up of people with Zika virus, in collaboration with experts 

and other health agencies. 
 

Indian response to Zika: 

 India‘s Health Ministry issued health advisory, appointing National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC); as the 

nodal agency for investigation of outbreak: 

○ The NCDC, Delhi and National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune, would be the apex laboratories to support 

the outbreak investigation and for confirmation of laboratory diagnosis.  

 Ten additional laboratories would be strengthened by ICMR to expand the scope of laboratory diagnosis. 

 Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) shall be activated at Central and State surveillance units. Each team in the RRT 

would comprise an epidemiologist, public health specialist, microbiologist and a medical and paediatric specialist 

and other experts (entomologist etc) to travel at short notice to investigate suspected outbreak. 

 Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) through its community and hospital based data gathering 

mechanism would track clustering of acute febrile illness and seek primary case, if any, among those who 

travelled to areas with ongoing transmission in the 2 weeks preceding the onset of illness. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

MOBILE PHONE OPERATORS TO COME UP WITH PLAN TO DISCONTINUE 

AADHAAR-BASED E-KYC 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

Context: 

 Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has asked telecom companies to submit a plan to stop using 

Aadhaar for customer authentication. 
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Background: 

 The Supreme Court, last week, struck down Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act, which allowed private companies to use 

the 12-digit biometric ID-based eKYC. 
 

More about the news: 

 Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) asked telecom companies to submit, within the next 15 days, a 

plan to stop using the 12-digit unique ID number for customer authentication. 

 By struck down of Section 57 of Aadhar Act, private companies like telecom operators will not be able to use this 

instantaneous and inexpensive Aadhaar eKYC route. 

 This would mean that the industry will have to revert to alternates like legacy paper-based technique (collect 

physical paper forms with signature, photographs, ship to verification centre and call up the customer to cross-

verify submitted details). The turn around times in this route is between 24-36 hours. 
                                                                                                                                                                         Source:- live mint 

CHANGE IN MINDSET FUELLED SWACHH SUCCESS, SAYS MODI  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors & issues 

arising out of their design & implementation 
 

Context: 

 Prime minister Narendra Modi said, People‘s participation, combined with public funding and partnerships, had 

been the key drivers in the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan‘s successful campaign against open defecation 
 

More about the news: 

 India is taking the lead on the UN‘s Sustainable Development Goal on sanitation and was on course to fulfil its 

commitments 11 years early. 

 India has shown that with political will and commitment, it is possible to achieve ambitious targets quickly. 

 More than 94% of rural households across the country have now been declared open defecation free in comparison 

to just 39% when the mission was launched four years ago. 

 The PM‘s deadline to eradicate open defecation in the country is Mahatma Gandhi‘s 150th birth anniversary on 

October 2, 2019. 
                                                                                                                                                             Source:- The Hindu 

 

GOVT PLANS SPECIAL NRI DEPOSIT SCHEME TO BOOST DOLLAR INFLOWS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 India is considering special deposit scheme for non-resident Indians to boost dollar inflows 

 Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg had said in June if needed the government could raise funds 

through foreign currency non-repatriable (FCNR) deposits, sovereign bonds or other routes to increase foreign 

exchange reserves. 
Source:- Live Mint 

 

India ranked 5th in pictorial warning on tobacco products 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

CONTEXT: 

 India has been ranked fifth in the listing of countries that have pictorial health warning on tobacco products, with 

experts here quick to add that the country is making tremendous progress towards creating public awareness on the 

health hazards of tobacco abuse. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/Politics/0LTYZzCHQb9X6UFsn09lBI/Aadhaar-verdict-big-data-meets-big-brother.html
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More about the news: 

 The Cigarette Package Health Warnings: International Status Report‘ was released recently by the Canadian 

Cancer Society which documents global progress on plain packaging. 

 It has ranked 206 countries and territories on the size of their health warnings on cigarette packages, and lists 

countries and territories that require graphic picture warnings. 

 East Timor is ranked first with 85% of the front and 100% of the back of the packaging being used for pictorial 

warnings. Nepal follows with 90% coverage on both sides. 

 Indian packaging has the warning on 85% of both sides. The report found that 118 countries and territories have  

now made picture health warnings on cigarette packages mandatory, up from 100 in 2016. Canada was the first to 

insists. 

 India, meanwhile, is the only SAARC country to have a Quit-Line number on tobacco products and the fourth in 

Asia after Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. 

Background: 

 The current pictorial warnings on both sides of all packets of cigarettes, bidis and all forms of chewing tobacco 

products in India came into effect in April 2016 on the direction of the Rajasthan High Court and, subsequently, 

the Supreme Court of India. 
 

Importance of pictorial warning: 

 In a country like India, where people use several languages and dialects, the pictorial warning transcends the 

language and in many cases also the illiteracy barrier. 

 The 85% pictorial warnings on all cigarettes, bidis and chewing tobacco packages manufactured and sold in 

India have resulted in 92% of adults (surveyed under GATS 2016-2017) believing that smoking caused serious 

illness and 96% saying use of smokeless tobacco causes serious illness. 

 The pack warning will help to warn people, especially the illiterate and children, about the harms of tobacco 

consumption. 
                                                                                                                                                                      Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes 

Context: 

 A Distribution camp for free of cost distribution of Aids and Assistive Living devises under Rashtriya Vayoshri 

Yojana (RVY), a scheme of Social Justice & Empowerment Department for Senior Citizen under BPL category, 

was recently organized in Delhi by Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India (ALIMCO), a PSU 

working under the aegis of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Scheme aims at providing Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering from any of the age 

related disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss of teeth and Locomotor disability, with such 

assisted-living devices which can restore near normalcy in their bodily functions, overcoming the 

disability/infirmity manifested. 

 This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. The expenditure for implementation 

of the scheme will be met from the ―Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund―. 

 Under the scheme, free of cost distribution of the devices, commensurate with the extent of disability/infirmity 

that is manifested among the eligible senior citizens will take place. 
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 In case of multiple disabilities/infirmities manifested in the same person, the assistive devices will be given in 

respect of each disability/impairment. 

 Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State Governments/UT Administrations through a 

Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District Collector. 

 As far as possible, 30% of the beneficiaries in each district shall be women. 

                                                                                                                                                                     Source:- PIB 
 

TRIPARTITE MEET ON GORKHALAND 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

The Centre has agreed for a tripartite meeting to discuss various political issues concerning the Gurkhas, including the 

demand for a separate State of Gorkhaland. 
 

ISSUE: 

 Gorkhaland consists of Nepali-speaking people of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong and other hilly districts of 

West- Bengal. The people belonging to these areas have ethical, cultural and language differences with the 

Bengali community of West-Bengal. 

 The demand of Darjeeling as a separate administrative region dates back to 1907. But, the term ―Gorkhaland‖ was 

coined recently, in the 1980s, by Subhash Ghising, the founder of Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF). 

 The Gorkhaland Movement is a movement mainly focused in the Darjeeling Hills of West Bengal, which 

demands the creation of a separate state of Gorkhaland. 

 The area covers Duars and Terai region of West Bengal. And is famous for its tea and beauty, which are the main 

sources of its income. 
 

Demand for separate statehood for Gorkhaland: 

 The main reason for the separate Gorkhaland movement is due to the differences in ethnicity, culture and 

language. 

 The people of Nepali-Indian Gorkha ethnic origin on the Northern part of West Bengal demands a state on basis 

of their cultural identity, which is very different from Bengali culture. 

 In addition to an identity crisis, there is also an issue of poverty, under-development and politicisation of the 

issue. 

Way Forward: 

The demands for separate statehood in India have been there even before India‘s Independence.Even after the state 

reorganization of 1956, there were demands from various corners of the country for the creation of a separate state. 

Linguistic, cultural, ethnic and economic distinctions can be traced as the core reasons behind these demands. The 

solution lies in pleasing the population rather than the parties. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

WHAT AILS DELHI‟S INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL? 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 31 children died of diphtheria in September; nearly half of the diphtheria cases reported globally are from India 
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More about the news: 

 The leafy, unhurried campus of the North Delhi Municipal Corporation-run Maharishi Valmiki Infectious 

Diseases Hospital (MVIDH) masks an ugly truth. 

 Witness to 31 child deaths due to diphtheria last month, with the number of cases and the death toll continuing 

to rise, this medical facility has become the face of everything that can go wrong with India‘s Universal 

Immunisation Programme and its subsequent disease management. 

 The 31 deaths, caused by the highly contagious disease of the upper respiratory system, could have been 

prevented through vaccination and strict surveillance. According to the findings of a probe committee set up by 

the Municipal Corporation, the children died despite being brought to the 150-bed general hospital in the capital 

due to lack of anti-diphtheria serum, which wasn‘t procured on time. 

 Services at the hospital also suffer on account of lack of staff to attend to critical patients, absence of basic 

medical facilities such as isolation wards, intensive care units, ventilators, laboratories, X-ray services and 

ambulances. 

 Diphtheria 

 Diphtheria is a severe communicable and bacterial infectious disease that causes inflammation of the 

mucous membranes by forming a false membrane in the throat which creates a problem while swallowing 

food and during breathing. 

 It can also damage nerves by a bacterial toxin present in the blood. Currently, this syndrome is rare in 

developed countries. This disease spreads easily from one person to another but can be prevented by the 

use of vaccines. 
 

symptoms: 

 The signs of diphtheria appear in a short period of time within three to five days after the infection has 

occurred. Some people do not feel any symptoms, while others do feel slight symptoms of a common cold. 

The most common and visible symptom of diphtheria is gray, thick covering on the tonsils and throat. 
 

Treatment: 

 The first step in treating diphtheria is an antitoxin injection. This is used to minimize the effect of toxin 

produced by the bacteria. The doctors also prescribe antibiotics, such as erythromycin and penicillin to 

clear the infection. During the treatment, patients are instructed to stay in the hospital in order to avoid the 

spread of infection to others. 
 

Prevention:  

 Diphtheria can be prevented to an extent by the use of vaccines and antibiotics. The vaccines for diphtheria 

is called DTaP. It‘s normally given in a single shot with vaccines for diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

CENTRE BEGINS WORK TO WIDEN PENSION COVER 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes 

Context:The Union government launched an evaluation this week as part of measures to double the number of people 

covered by its pension scheme from the current 3.09 crore to more than six crore. 
 

More about the news: 

 The measure is in line with proposals made in the last budget, which, however, did not include additional 

financial allocation. 

 Now, with an upcoming hearing in the Supreme Court on a petition demanding universal pension coverage and  
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higher allocation, the government hopes its study will throw up some concrete proposals, in time for the next 

budget. 

Public Interest Litigation petition on care and assistance to the elderly: 

 In its last order on September 12, the Supreme Court had said: ―As far as the National Social Assistance 

Programme is concerned, even though it is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, the contribution made by the Central 

government is minuscule.‖ The Centre‘s contribution to the monthly pension is Rs 200, an amount that has  

remained unchanged for the last 11 years. 

 The court added that it would like the Union of India to obtain all necessary information from each of the States 

and not take unnecessary time to obtain information. 

 The court had given a period of three weeks to file a ―proper and effective affidavit‖ on the issue also asking the 

Centre and states to ascertain the amount of pension and the coverage. 

 Advertisements for agencies to conduct the evaluation were issued just days before the October 9 hearing of a 

Public Interest Litigation petition on care and assistance to the elderly. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

MOBILE HEALTH APP FOR CITIZENS OF INDIA LAUNCHED BY IAF ON AIR 

FORCE DAY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
 

Context: 

On the occasion of 86th anniversary, the Indian Air Force has launched an innovative mobile health App named 

‗MedWatch‘ in keeping with vision of ‗Digital India, Ayushman Bharat and Mission Indradhanush‘. 
 

More about the news: 

 The app is conceived by the doctors of IAF and developed in house by Directorate of Information Technology 

(DIT) with ZERO financial outlay. 

 ‗MedWatch‘ will provide correct, Scientific and authentic health information to airwarriors and all citizens of 

India. 

 The app is available on www.apps.mgov.gov.in and comprises of host of features like information on basic First 

Aid, Health topics and Nutritional Facts; reminders for timely Medical Review, Vaccination and utility tools like 

Health Record Card, BMI calculator, helpline numbers and web links.‗MedWatch‘ is the first mobile health app 

in the three Armed Services. 
Source:- PIB 

 

HOW WAS DECISION ON RAFALE MADE, ASKS SC 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
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Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday asked the Centre to submit details of the decision-making process in the Rafale 

deal with France in a sealed envelope by October 29. A Bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, however, 

clarified that it was not asking for information on the price of the fighter jets and technical particulars. 

 ―We are not on the issue of pricing and suitability of the Rafale jets but only on the decision-making process,‖ the 

Bench, also comprising Justices S.K. Kaul and K.M. Joseph, said. 

 

Rafael: 
 

 The Rafale is a 4th generation Aircraft with twin-engine, multi-role fighter aircraft. According to Dassault, it 

is capable of carrying out all combat missions: air defence, interception, ground support, in-depth strikes, 

reconnaissance, anti-ship strikes and nuclear deterrence. 

 These two squadrons will be like a spearhead or an arrowhead for the IAF formations. They will be used for 

the long range possessions attack missions. 

 Rafale provides standoff capability when any country attacks India. An active electronically scanned array 

(AESA) radar which enables the pilot to look 200 to 400 kms away. It gives long range precision strike 

capability, the pilot can detect enemy aircraft and share the information and also destroy the targets. 

 The 4th generation Aircraft capabilities involve Situational awareness in which Aircraft has got those sensors 

which enable the pilot to be aware situationally and detect the enemy Aircraft for which the Rafale has got 

AESA radar. 

 The weapons package includes Meteor radar guided Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile considered the best 

in the class with range of over 150 km and Scalp long range air to ground missiles. The Rafale will also be 

fitted with MICA missiles, an Air to Land precision missile of more than 300 km range. 

 Today the warfare is beyond the range capability and not face to face. 

 This deal includes the cost of 36 Rafale fighters, the full weapons package, simulators, spares, maintenance, 

performance-based logistics, India-specific enhancements and associated supplies for five years. 

 The Rafale Aircraft will give India a superior Nuclear Strike capability and add to the existing nuclear strike 

capability of Sukhoi Su-30 and Mirage-2000. 

 It is the IAF which will spearhead the nuclear deterrence and Rafale will spearhead the deterrence. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

1 IN 5 INDIAN CHILDREN „WASTED‟, SAYS GHI 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues related to poverty and Hunger 

 

Context: 

 At least one in five Indian children under the age of five are ‗wasted,‘ which means they have extremely low 

weight for their height, reflecting acute under-nutrition, according to the Global Hunger Index 2018. 

 India has been ranked at 103 out of 119 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2018, with hunger levels in the 

country categorized as ―serious‖. 
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More about the Report: 

 India‘s ranking has dropped three places from last year, although the Index says its results are not accurately 

comparable from year to year and instead provides a few reference years for comparable data. 

 The 2018 scores reflect data from 2013-2017. 

 The only country with a higher prevalence of child wasting is the war-torn nation of South Sudan. 

 The report terms hunger and forced migration for the severity worldwide. 

 The report is a peer-reviewed publication released annually by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide. 

 The International Food Policy Research Institute was also involved with the publication until this year. 
 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Child wasting is high across South Asia, constituting a ―critical public health emergency‖, according to UN 

organisations. 

 The report notes that wasting rates are highest for infants aged 0 to 5 months, suggesting that attention to birth 

outcomes and breastfeeding is important. 

 Also, child wasting in the region is associated with a low maternal body mass index, suggesting the need for a 

focus on the nutritional status of the mother during pregnancy. 

 Factors that could reduce child stunting in South Asia include increased consumption of non-staple foods, 

access to sanitation, women‘s education, access to safe water, gender equality, and national food availability. 
 

India‟s overall performance: 

 India has shown improvement in three of the indicators over the comparable reference years. 

 The percentage of undernourished people in the population has dropped from 18.2% in 2000 to 14.8% in 

2018. 

 The child mortality rate has halved from 9.2% to 4.3%, while child stunting has dropped from 54.2% to 

38.4% over the same period. 

 However, the prevalence of child wasting has actually worsened in comparison to previous reference years. 

 It stood at 17.1% in 2000, and increased to 20% in 2005. In 2018, it stands at 21%. South Sudan‘s child 

wasting prevalence is at 28%. 
 Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

WORLD BANK‟S HUMAN CAPITAL INDEX RELEASED 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources 
 

Context: 

 The World Bank released today a Human Capital Index (HCI) as part of the World Development Report 2019. 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 Overall, India was ranked 115 among 157 countries. That‘s much below its Asian peers, including China ranked 

46, Indonesia (87), Malaysia (55). Singapore was ranked number one in the world followed by Japan, Hong Kong 

and Finland. 

Key observations in HCI for India  

 Human Capital Index: A child born in India today will be only 44 per cent as productive when she grows up as 

she could be if she enjoyed complete education and full health. 

 Probability of Survival to Age 5: 96 out of 100 children born in India survive to age 5. 

 Expected Years of School: In India, a child who starts school at age 4 can expect to complete 10.2 years of 

school by her 18th 

 Harmonized Test Scores: Students in India score 355 on a scale where 625 represents advanced attainment and 

300 represents minimum attainment. 

 Learning-adjusted Years of School: Factoring in what children actually learn, expected years of school is only 

5.8 years. 

 Adult Survival Rate: Across India, 83 percent of 15-year olds will survive until age 60. 

 Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate): 62 out of 100 children are not stunted. 38 out of 100 children are stunted, 

and so at risk of cognitive and physical limitations that can last a lifetime. 

 Gender Differences: In India, HCI for girls is marginally higher than for boys. 
Source:- PIB 

 

SPECIAL CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PACKAGE FOR FOOTWEAR AND LEATHER 

SECTOR 
GS  PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 
 

Context: 

 The Central Government has approved a special package for employment generation in leather and footwear 

sector. 

 The package involves implementation of Central Sector Scheme – Indian Footwear, Leather & Accessories 

Development Programme (IFLADP) 
 

More about the news: 

 The scheme aims at development of infrastructure for the leather sector, address environmental concerns specific 

to the leather sector, facilitate additional investments, generate employment and increase production. Enhanced 

Tax incentives will attract large scale investments in this sector and reforms in labour laws taking into account 

the seasonal nature of the sector will support economies of scale. 

 The Leather Technology, Innovation and Environmental Issues sub-scheme under IFLADP provides financial 

support at 70% of the project cost to leather clusters to meet the prescribed pollution control discharge norms. 

This covers establishment, expansion, upgradation of CETPs, developing secure landfills, common recovery 

units, management of sludge and any other techniques for hazardous waste management. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Online portal for grant of Industrial Entrepreneurs‟ Memorandum and Industrial Licence 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- 

applications, models, successes, limitations 
 

Context: 

 Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) has developed a new online portal for facilitating filing of 

online applications for Industrial Entrepreneurs‘ Memorandum (IEM) and Industrial Licence (IL) under Arms Act 

as well as Industries (Development & Regulation)[I(D&R)] Act, 1951. 

 The portal will be available for public with effect from 16thOctober 2018 for filing application and no applications 

shall be received through E-biz portal or in physical form either under I(D&R) Act or Arms Act 1959. 
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 Applications for IEM and IL under I(D&R) Act, 1951 are currently accepted through E-biz portal whereas 

applications for manufacture of defence items under Arms Act are received physically. 
Source:- PIB 

 

 

SC STAYS HIGH COURT BAN ON „FATWAS‟ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court stayed an Uttarakhand High Court order banning religious outfits from issuing ‗fatwas‘, which 

are opinions given by qualified Islamic scholars to queries. 

 The High Court on August 30 had barred fatwas on the ground that it infringed on the fundamental rights of 

individuals, including their dignity. 

 The order was based on a media report that a panchayat had issued ‗fatwa‘ to banish a rape victim‘s family in 

Roorkee‘s Laksar. 

 In its plea before the apex court, Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind has said the High Court order banning issuance of ‗fatwa‘ 

by religious outfits and bodies was ―illegal and unsustainable‖ and the legality of ‗fatwa‘ had already been 

adjudicated by the top court in 2014. 
 

What is a fatwa? 

A fatwa technically is a legal opinion on a matter of Islamic law, practice or convention. 

Who can issue one? 

Anyone can ask an Islamic scholar, an aalim (the singular for ulema), for a considered opinion or interpretation 

of something unclear in Islamic law.  

Can one actually ask for a fatwa? 

Muslims do, typically, and fatwas are usually answers to their queries.   people ask questions of all kinds, relating 

to personal affairs, Islamic law, social matters, food, hygiene, disputes 

Does a fatwa have to be obeyed? 

No. It is an opinion. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

READING BETWEEN THE RANKINGS [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources 
 

Context: 

 Two recent developments draw our attention to the state of India‘s universities 

 The first is the release of the annual ranking of the world‘s universities by the Times Higher Education (THE) 

 The other is an announcement by the Prime Minister, which has an even closer bearing on the future of higher 

education. 
 

New institutes: 

 The ranking of India‘s universities has some elements that were predictable and others that came as a surprise 

 The universities placed at the top all have breadth in the range of disciplines offered and have been recognised as 

centres of knowledge production for decades, if not for centuries 

 While the Indian Institute of Science topped, as usual, the list of Indian institutions that made it to the global top 

one thousand, three very new ones improved their ranking considerably 

 These are IIT Indore, which finished ahead of most of its ‗founding five‘ sisters, the JSS University, Mysuru and 

the Amrita University, Coimbatore 
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Conference on Academic Leadership on Education for Resurgence: 

 The ‗Conference on Academic Leadership on Education for Resurgence‘, was jointly organised by University 

Grants Commission, All India Council for Technical Education and the Indian Council for Social Science Research 

in Delhi 

 Delivering the inaugural address, the Prime Minister announced that the government would make available ₹1 

lakh crore for infrastructure in higher education by 2022 

 PM  emphasised the importance of the Indian Institutes of Management Bill of 2017 granting autonomy to the 

IIMs which also ensures that Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) will no longer dictate their 

curricula 

 Somewhat earlier the government had announced a list of ‗institutions of eminence‘, the idea underlying which 

was that they are now free to set their own rules and regulations 
 

Concerns: 

There are two aspects that need acknowledgement from a survey of the state of higher education in India 

 First, the rankings, though imperfect, suggest that Indian universities are lagging in their research output 

 The migration overseas even at the undergraduate level, suggests that not even the dissemination of knowledge here 

is considered good enough by Indians 
 

Is money is the problem? 

 The estimated flow of income overseas due to fees paid to foreign universities is around $2 billion 

 University teachers are paid well enough 

 The availability of material is no longer a problem, with highly affordable Indian editions of the best international 

textbooks. 
 

Actual problem: 

 Absence of the norms internal to the Indian university that enable desirable outcomes with respect to teaching and 

research. 

 Beneath the mushroom cloud of UGC regulations, governing everything from hours to assessment, there are no 

norms making for the attainment of excellence or the empowerment of faculty so that they deliver to their highest 

potential 

 The autonomy of a teacher is both a value in itself and designed to contribute to the larger goal of excellence in the 

production and dissemination of knowledge. In India this value receives little recognition and its crystallisation is 

thwarted, irrespective of the ideological persuasion of the regime governing the university. 

Way forward: 

 No amount of hand-wringing over India‘s place in the world university rankings or pumping resources into 

infrastructure building can help if the culture is not conducive to creativity.Feeding a repressive culture bodes ill 

for the future of our universities and, therefore, India‘s place in the world of knowledge 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

„VICTIM OF CRIME SHOULD HAVE SAY IN PUNISHMENT‟ 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The victim of a crime should have a say in the punishment of the criminal, the Supreme Court has said in a 

judgment. 

 A Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur. S. Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta held that punishment should be 

―meaningful‖ to the victim also. 

○ For this, ―it is necessary to seriously consider giving a hearing to the victim while awarding the sentence 

to a convict‖, the Bench said. 

 In criminal prosecution, the State takes the front seat while the victim becomes a prosecution witness. The crime 

is primarily considered a wrong against society and the punishment, a deterrent for prospective offenders. 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 With its order, the Supreme Court, has made it clear that the victim or her family who has suffered the crime 

should have an equal say in the punishment of the perpetrator. 

 ―A victim impact statement or a victim impact assessment must be given due recognition so that an appropriate 

punishment is awarded to the convict,‖ Justice Lokur observed. 

 The case concerned the rejection of an appeal filed by Mallikarjun Kodagali, a victim of an attack in February 

2009, by the Karnataka High Court in 2014. The Supreme Court set aside the High Court decision. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

T.N. NOTIFIES COMPENSATION FOR SEXUAL ABUSE VICTIMS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes. 
 

Context: 

 The Tamil Nadu State government has notified the Tamil Nadu Victim Compensation Scheme for Women 

Victims/Survivors of Sexual Assault/Other Crimes, 2018, in line with the Supreme Court judgment delivered last 

month. 

 A bench led by Justice Madan B. Lokur had approved the suggestion for compensation while hearing the Nipun 

Saxena Vs Union of India case and directed that the guidelines be made operational. 
 

Funds provided 

 The scheme provides funds for the purpose of compensation to women victims or their dependants who have 

suffered loss or injury as a result of the offence committed and who require rehabilitation. 

 Under the scheme, a rape survivor will get a minimum compensation of Rs.4 lakh. In the case of a survivor 

of gang rape, the compensation would be Rs 5 lakh. 

 If the woman has lost her life, her dependant would be entitled to a compensation of Rs 7 lakh. The 

maximum compensation that could be granted in cases of loss of life as well as gang rape is Rs 10 lakh and 

the maximum compensation for rape could be Rs 7 lakh, as per the scheme. 

 For determining the compensation, issues such as the gravity of the offence and severity of mental or physical 

harm or injury suffered by the survivor/victim, expenditure incurred or likely to be incurred for medical 

treatment and loss of educational opportunity or employment as a result of the offence would be taken into 

account. 

 Issues as to whether the abuse was a single isolated incident or took place over a period of time and whether the 

woman became pregnant are the other factors that would be considered. 

 In case of a minor, 80% of the compensation would be deposited in a fixed deposit account and shall be drawn 

only on attainment of the age of majority of the survivor. 

 Though a woman survivor or her dependants are eligible for compensation from multiple schemes, Section 357-

B of the CrPC shall be taken into account while deciding on the quantum of compensation. 

 Survivors and their dependants could apply for compensation before the Tamil Nadu Legal Services Authority 

(TNSLSA) or the respective District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) with the police FIR. 
 

Offences Covered: 

The scheme covers offences registered under Sections 326A (acid attack), 354A to 354D (sexual harassment), 376A to 376E 

(sexual intercourse with wife during separation and allied offences), 304B (dowry death) and 498A (cruelty to wife) of the 

Indian Penal Code. 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 
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YOUTH ROAD SAFETY LEARNERS LICENSE PROGRAMME 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

The government has launched the Youth Road Safety Learners Licence programme. 
 

Background: 

 India accounts for 12.5 per cent (over 1.45 lakh fatalities a year) of global road accidents, with one road accident 

occurring every four minutes. 

  Alarmingly, 72 per cent victims involved in such road mishaps are between the age groups of 15-44 years with 

speeding, reckless and drunk driving being the top reason accounting for 1.5 per cent of road traffic accidents and 

4.6 per cent of fatalities. 

 Some of the major factors resulting in high road accidents include rash driving, drunken driving and the lack of 

adequate safety measures like not wearing helmets. 
 

About Youth road safety learners: 

 It is a PPP initiative to be run in collaboration with Diageo India and the Institute of Road Traffic Education 

(IRTE). 

 It attempts to bring a formal and structured training program for the young, first-time drivers as they apply for 

learner‘s license. 

 It covers varied aspects of responsible driving including defensive driving, ill effects of driving under the influence 

of alcohol, speeding and wearing of helmets spread over two days. 

 In the first year, the programme will cover 20 universities with a total of 400 programmes across the country. 
 

Significance: 

 The programme will help the government achieve its target of reducing road accidents by 50 percent by 2020. It 

will help improve road safety awareness amongst the young adults by inculcating behavioural change and creating 

awareness about responsible driving habits. 
Source:- PIB 

POCSO ACT: NO TIME BAR TO REPORT CRIMES 

GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE  - Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection 

and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The government clarified that there is no time bar on reporting Sexual abuse.Survivors of child sexual 

abuse can file a police complaint after they become adults. 

 The Ministry of Law, after examining the provisions of POCSO Act vis-à-vis provisions of CrPC, has 

advised that there appears no period of limitation mentioned in Section 19 in regard to reporting of the 

offences under the POCSO Act, 2012. 
 

What enabled the change? 

An Indian-origin Canadian Poornima Govindarajulu gathered the courage to take on her alleged perpetrator four 

decades after she was abused. Her meeting with WCD minister Maneka Gandhi wherein she requested that the 

limitations for filing cases of child abuse be removed led to the current move. She also filed a petition with 

Change.org, a social-change platform, seeking clarity in the POCSO Act. 
 

Provisions; 

 Section 19 of the POCSO Act, which deals with sexual crimes involving children, lays down the 

procedure for reporting a crime but doesn‘t specify a time limit or statute of limitation for reporting it. 

 The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) lays down different limits for crimes which carry punishment 

for a maximum of three years but there is no time bar for crimes that attract a jail term for over three 

years. 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 
 

Significance : 

 This is an important move for child abuse survivors, who more often than not are turned away at police 

stations or during investigation when they gain the courage to report the matter as adults. 

 The development assumes significance after considering the fact that on many occasions children are 

unable to report crimes that they suffered as the perpetrator in many cases happens to be from the family 

itself or any other  known person. Several cases have been reported where the victims have grown up and 

understood the crime. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

Being concerned about such offences against children, the  Government enacted POCSO Act, 2012 to protect 

them from offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography, while safeguarding the interest of 

the child at every stage of the judicial process, by incorporating child friendly mechanisms for reporting, 

recording of evidence, investigation and speedy trial of offences through designated Special Courts. Any 

human being up to the age of 18 years is recognised as a child under the POCSO Act. 
 

POSCO e – Box: 

 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) e-Box is an online complaint box for 

reporting child sexual abuse.  

 It is an National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) initiative to help children 

report such crimes directly to the Commission.  

 The online complaint management system enables easy reporting and timely action against the 

offenders under the POCSO Act, 2012. 

 E-Box is very simple to operate and will help to maintain the confidentiality of the complaint. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

 

SC RELIEF FOR „AMICABLE COUPLE‟ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE -  
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has allowed a couple to go their separate ways without waiting for the mandatory 

―cooling-off‖ period of six months. 

 This is one of the first cases in which the Supreme Court has followed its own September 2017 ruling that 

Hindu couples, who have mutually agreed to separate, need not wait anymore for the mandatory ―cooling-

off ‖ period of six months before divorce. 
 

Hindu marriage act: 

 Previously, under the Hindu Marriage Act, once a couple moved a court of law for divorce, they had to 

wait for a minimum period of six months before the court actually passed a decree of divorce. 

 Divorce by mutual consent was introduced as an amendment to the Hindu Marriage Act in 1976. The 

waiting period under Section 13B was mandated to prevent couples from taking any hasty decision to end 

their marriage. 
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Hindu Marriage Act: 

 The Hindu Marriage Act was enacted in 1955 by the Parliament of India. The purpose of this act was 

to modify and codify the laws relating to marriage among the Hindus. 

 This enactment brought uniformity of law for all sections of Hindus and it extends to the whole of 

India except the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Divorce in India 

 Although marriage is held to be divine, the Hindu Marriage Act does permit either party to divorce on 

the grounds of unhappiness, or if he or she can prove that the marriage is no longer tenable. 

 A petition for divorce usually can only be filed one year after registration. However, in certain cases 

of suffering by the petitioner or mental instability of the respondent, a court may allow a petition to be 

presented before one year. 
 

Grounds for divorce 

A marriage may be dissolved by a court order on the following grounds: 

 Adultery – the respondent has had voluntary sexual intercourse with a man or a woman other than the 

spouse after the marriage. 

 Cruelty – the respondent has physically or mentally abused the petitioner. 

 Desertion – the respondent has deserted the petitioner for a continuous period of not less than two 

years. 

 Conversion to another religion – the respondent has ceased to be a Hindu and has taken another 

religion. 

 Unsound mind – the respondent has been diagnosed since the marriage ceremony as being unsound of 

mind to such an extent that normal married life is not possible. 

 Presumption of death – the respondent has not been seen alive for seven years or more. 

 No resumption of cohabitation after a decree of judicial separation for a period of at least one year. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

A GOVT. APP TO ROPE IN VOLUNTEERS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 

and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to launch the ‗#Self4Society‘ mobile application. 
 

Self4Society APP: 

 Corporate professionals often wanted to do volunteer work but did not have any guidance. 

 Professionals keen on doing volunteer work in their free time will be provided a platform by the 

government through the new app. 

 The app, developed by MyGov, will help coordinate volunteer work undertaken by professionals. 

 The idea for the app came up during PM Modi‘s interaction with corporate leaders, who had expressed 

willingness of their employees to carry out volunteer work and said it could not be done due to the lack of 

guidance. 

 Features such as incentives, gamification, intra and inter-company competitions and social networking. 

 The volunteer time for the government‘s flagship programmes such as Swachh Bharat is expected to 

increase. 

Source:- The Hindu 
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BEAUTIFUL KULGOD IS THE BEST VILLAGE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 

 
Context: 

Kuligod in Karnataka‘s Belagavi district is the country‘s best developed village, but more than a third of the gram 

panchayats ranked in the top 10 are in Andhra Pradesh, according to the findings of an ongoing Rural Development 

Ministry survey. 

Kuligod : Most developed village: 

 Kulgod in Karnataka‘s district got ready to celebrate its special status as the results of the village ranking came in. 

Its score: 94 out of 100. 

 Nestled on the banks of the perennial Ghataprabha river, Kulgod is a clean, green village. 

 It scored high on infrastructure, financial inclusion, women‘s empowerment, health and education, among 47 

parameters. 

 There are signs of prosperity: a well-equipped gram panchayat office, branches of two nationalised banks, a co-op 

bank, a BSNL centre, a government primary school, three private high schools, an electricity customer care 

centre, a PHC, a veterinary hospital, and an ATM. 

 With a population of 7,000 people, it has 5,200 voters. 

 The economy is aided by agriculture, and nearly 90% of the area is irrigated by the Ghataprabha right bank canal 

and the Rameshwar lift irrigation project. 

 There is a frequent bus service. Beyond Class X, girls take a bus to the government college at Koujalagi, 6 km 

away. 

Background: 

 The Rural Development Ministry has done a gap analysis of more than 3.5 lakh villages, in more than 1.6 lakh 

panchayats under the Mission Antyodaya convergence scheme. 

 Mission Antyodaya is a convergence framework for measurable effective outcomes on parameters that transform 

lives and livelihoods. 

 Mission Mode Project envisaged by the Ministry of Rural Development. Comprehensive and integrated system 

for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness at Gram Panchayat Level. 

 The mission is a State – led partnerships for rapid Rural Transformation to bring households out of poverty 

through diversification and development of multiple livelihoods, which will transform lives and livelihood 

through measurable outcomes. 

 It is an effort to address the multidimensionality of poverty in a time bound manner through a convergence of 

resources, both financial and human to provide an opportunity for transformational changes. 

 A team of officials surveyed and scored village level facilities and amenities using parameters related to 

infrastructure, economic development and livelihood, irrigation facilities, health, nutrition and sanitation, 

women‘s empowerment, and financial inclusion. 
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 While in October 2017, an initial baseline survey was carried out in 50,000 gram panchayats, this year, the 

exercise is expected to cover all of the country‘s 2.5 lakh panchayats by the end of November. 

 The rankings will be updated as more panchayats are included. 
 

Findings: 

 With multiple panchayats assigned the same score – and thus tied at the same ranking  there are 97 panchayats in 

the top 10 ranks. 

 Of these, 37 panchayats are in Andhra Pradesh while 24 are in Tamil Nadu. 

 Villages from other States are represented only in single digits. 
 

Discrepancies: 

 At the national level, the data shows progress in some areas and also spotlights discrepancies in respect of targets 

met under some other government schemes. 

 For example, 

 Electricity: The survey reveals that more than 95% of villages have electricity available for domestic use, 

while the government had earlier this year claimed that 100% of villages had power connections. 

 Sanitation: The survey shows only 58% of villages  slightly more than 2 lakh of the 3.5 lakh surveyed villages  

are open defecation free (ODF). However, according to the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan-Gramin, 5.13 lakh of India‘s 

6 lakh villages are already ODF. 

 The survey also shows only 21% of villages having a community waste disposal system. 

 About a quarter of all villages have more than 75% of households using clean energy, such as LPG or biogas. 
 

Significance: 

 Making this information available at the fingertips for every village in the country allows for greater public 

accountability. 

 It also allows for more evidence-based planning at the panchayat level. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

PARTIES URGED TO SUPPORT HEALTH CARE  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 A health activists‘ group called upon the political parties in Rajasthan to make their stand clear on the health care 

policies and give an assurance for implementing universal health care in their manifestoes for the upcoming State 

Assembly election. 

 It said the parties should take steps in particular for a higher per capita expenditure in the health sector. 
 

Background: 

 The latest health indicators in Rajasthan have revealed that the State‘s citizens suffer from a higher burden of 

morbidity and premature mortality than the national average. 

 The health care delivery system was not accessible to the majority of the population and there was no political 

commitment to improve the citizens‘ health status. 
 

Concerns: 

 More than 65% patients seeking medical care in the State have to depend on private health system even for the 

treatment of minor ailments. 

 Infections like malaria, tuberculosis, diarrhoea, respiratory ailments and viral fevers are very high. 
 

Suggestions 

 It stated that the parties locked in the electoral battle should commit themselves in their manifestoes to reducing 

out-of-pocket expenditure from currently 66.6% of the total expenditure of medical care to less than 30%, besides 

ensuring that 80% of the patients received primary medical care from the public health system. 
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 There should be an effective grievance redressal system to respond to adverse medical consequences. 

 The next government in the State should enact the Right to Health Act and make it justiciable, so that no citizen 

was deprived of quality health care and it was freely available without any financial and geographical barrier. 

 Besides, the provisions of the Clinical Establishments Act should be strictly implemented to ensure medical audits 

of the institutions in both public and private sectors. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NEW SKIN GEL PROTECTS FROM SOME PESTICIDES 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 A team from the Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine (inStem) have formulated/created and 

patented the gel. 

 The gel named poly-Oxime can be applied on the skin and can break down toxic chemicals in pesticides, insecticides  

and fungicides, including the most hazardous and widely used organophosphorus compounds. 

 Tests conducted successfully on rats; human trials soon. 
 

Background: 

 India is among the major countries that uses organophosphate-based pesticides in agriculture.  

 Indian farmers usually do not wear any protective gear while spraying chemicals in fields. This exposes them to 

harmful toxins contained in pesticides, causing severe health impacts and even death in extreme cases. 

 Researchers said suits, gloves, face masks, headgear, and boots, which can offer some protection from the 

pesticides, are scarcely used by farmers as they are expensive and cause discomfort in tropical weather such as 

India‘s. 

 Farm workers spray pesticides in high concentration on open fields with scant or no protection that can expose them 

to toxic chemicals through the dermal route 

 Last year, 63 farmers died due to pesticide poisoning in Maharashtra alone and more than 1,000 were affected. 
 

Health effects  : 

 Organophosphate -Neurological disorders, neurotoxicity, cognitive dysfunction, reduction in motor coordination, 

suffocation, paralysis, and in severe cases, death due to cardiovascular collapse and respiratory failure. 

 Exposure to chemicals contained in pesticides interferes with an enzyme called acetylcholinesterase (AChE), 

(which is present in the nervous system and is critical for neuromuscular functions) When its functioning is 

disrupted by chemical pesticides entering the body through the skin, it can cause neurotoxicity, cognitive 

dysfunction and even death. 
 

Poly-Oxime: 

 The gel can be applied on the skin and can break down toxic chemicals in pesticides, insecticides and fungicides, 

including the most hazardous and widely used organophosphorus compounds.  

 The gel deactivates these chemicals, preventing them from going deep into the skin and organs like the brain and 

lungs. 

 The gel does not act like a physical barrier but like a catalyst to deactivate organophosphate. 
 

Study found that: 

 It can prevent AChE inhibition quantitatively in blood and in all internal organs such as brain, lung, liver and 

heart. 

 It has also been found that the catalytic gel can work against a range of commonly used commercial pesticides, 

insecticides and fungicides. 

 rats treated with poly-Oxime survived pesticide treatment, whereas rats with no gel or sham gel showed 

symptoms of poisoning or died.  
Source:- The Hindu 
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RBI OPPOSES MOVE FOR INDEPENDENT PAYMENTS REGULATORY BOARD 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India made public its strongly-worded dissent note on certain recommendations of a 

government panel on changes to payment and settlement laws and said the regulation of payments system should 

remain with the central bank. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has opposed the move to have an independent Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) 

as envisaged by the draft proposal for amendments to the Payment & Settlement Systems Act, 2007. 
 

Background: 
 

Watal Committee on PRB: 
 To be an independent regulator has recommended the establishment of PRB within the overall structure of the 

RBI, which would deliver the outcomes which is now changed and "there is no need for any deviation and the 

PRB can be with the RBI". 

 The committee had suggested that the chairperson of the Board should be appointed by the government in 

consultation with the RBI and also put forwarded a draft of the Payment and Settlement System Bill 2018 for 

consideration by the Cabinet. 

 On September 19, the inter-ministerial panel headed by Economic Affairs Secretary S C Garg had 

suggested setting up an independent Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) to foster competition, consumer 

protection, systemic stability and resilience in payment sector after submitting its report to Finance Minister 

Arun Jaitley. 

 In the Finance Act of 2017, the government amended the Payment and Settlement System Act, 2007 

(PSSA) and provide for a PRB to be headed by the RBI Governor as ex-offico chairperson. 

○ The draft bill seeks to promote consumer protection; systemic stability and resilience; and 

competition and innovation, with regards to the payment system. 
 

Dissent note submitted by an RBI representative to the committee: 

 There is no case of having a regulator for payment systems outside the RBI 

 The regulator said that it is vested within its purview to regulate the bank account for payment systems and the 

settlement systems are finally posted in the books of account of banks with the RBI to attain settlement finality. 

 RBI said, Regulating these entities goes hand in hand with the settlement function. 

 Regulation of the payment system by the central bank is the dominant international model for stability 

consideration. 

 Having the regulation and supervision over Payment and Settlement systems with the central bank will ensure 

holistic benefits. There has been no evidence of any inefficiency in payment systems of India. The digital 

payments have made good and steady progress. India is gaining international recognition as a leader in payment 

systems. Given this, there need not be any change in a well-functioning system. 

 Among others, RBI said that competition, innovation and customer protection have been hallmarks of the 

initiatives under the PSS Act and if there are specific concerns which need to be provided for, then making 

amendments to a relatively new law (PSS Act of 2007) is much more easier than framing a new Act. 

 RBI Stated that it welcomed changes, the RBI, however said, ―changes should not result in existing foundations 

being shaken and the potential creation of disturbances in an otherwise well-functioning structure as far as India is 

concerned.‖ 
Source:- The Hindu 
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PM INAUGURATES REVAMPED NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
  

 Prime minister narendra modi opened a revamped national police memorial and a museum at chanakyapuri. 

 Conceptualised in 1984, the earlier memorial, a 150-foot structure of steel, was brought down on the order of the 

delhi high court in 2008 because it violated environmental norms. 
 

NATIONAL POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY 

 The national police commemoration day is observed on october 21 every year to pay homage to the 10 men of the 

central reserve police force killed in an ambush by chinese troops in 1959 in ladakh‘s hot spring area. 

 Modi said the plan to have a national police memorial was conceptualised when atal bihari vajpayee was the prime 

minister. 

 Modi also announced a decoration in the name of netaji subhash chandra bose for police and paramilitary men 

engaged in disaster relief. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

2ND REPORT ON CROSS BORDER INSOLVENCY 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Insolvency Law Committee (ILC) constituted by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs has submitted its 2nd 

Report to the Government, which deals with cross border insolvency.  

 The ILC has recommended the adoption of the UNCITRAL Model Law of Cross Border Insolvency, 1997, as it 

provides for a comprehensive framework to deal with cross border insolvency issues.   

 The Committee has also recommended a few carve outs to ensure that there is no inconsistency between the 

domestic insolvency framework and the proposed Cross Border Insolvency Framework. 
 

About: 

 The UNCITRAL Model Law has been adopted in as many as 44 countries and, therefore, forms part of 

international best practices in dealing with cross border insolvency issues.  

 The advantages of the model law are the precedence given to domestic proceedings and protection of public 

interest. 

 The other advantages include greater confidence generation among foreign investors, adequate flexibility for 

seamless integration with the domestic Insolvency Law and a robust mechanism for international cooperation. 

 The model law deals with four major principles of cross-border insolvency: 

o direct access to foreign insolvency professionals and foreign creditors to participate in or commence 

domestic insolvency proceedings against a defaulting debtor; 

o recognition of foreign proceedings & provision of remedies; 

o cooperation between domestic and foreign courts & domestic and foreign insolvency practitioners; and 

o coordination between two or more concurrent insolvency proceedings in different countries.  
 

Necessity for this recommendation: 

 Many Indian companies have a global footprint and many foreign companies have presence in multiple countries 

including India.  

 The proposed Framework for Cross Border Insolvency will enable us to deal with Indian companies having foreign 

assets and vice versa, it still does not provide for a framework for dealing with enterprise groups, which is still 

work in progress with UNCITRAL and other international bodies.  

Source:- PIB 
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WORKSHOP ON HEALTH AND NUTRITION INITIATIVES UNDER ASPIRATIONAL 

DISTRICT PROGRAMME 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, in collaboration with Ministry of Women and Child Development organised 

one-day National Workshop for Orientation of District Officials of Aspirational Districts on Health and Nutrition. 

More about the news: 

 The State Health Ministers unveiled the Operational Guidelines on Aspirational Districts for Health and Nutrition 

and launched the e-Mitra Mobile Application. 

 This is a first of its kind initiative by identifying 117 districts under the ‗Aspirational Districts‘ Programme with an 

aim to quickly and effectively transform them. 

 The Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) program is an important pillar 

which will be strengthened under Aspirational Districts Programme. 

 The operational guidelines on Aspirational Districts will provide a framework for implementing action to be 

undertaken for various health initiatives to guide the state, district, block programme officers and other 

stakeholders in organizing various activities expected to meet the vision for health by leveraging health and 

nutrition initiatives to bring transformation in the lives of people and meet their aspirations to be healthy. 
 

e-Mitra Mobile Application: 

The e-Mitra (Mobile Integrated Toolkit RMNCH+A ) app has been designed to complement the Aspirational District 

Programme and offers one stop solution to access RMNCH+A related statistics from different sources through a 

combination of approaches. 
Source:- PIB 

 

HARIT DIWALI-SWASTH DIWALI 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health,Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

The ―Harit Diwali-Swasth Diwali‖ campaign is now merged with ―Green Good Deed‖ movement that has been initiated as a 

social mobilization for conservation and protection of environment. 

Background: 

 Air pollution is a serious health issue in the country especially in the northern parts during winter seasons. 

 The air pollution in the northern region is attributed to dust, burning of crops in certain states, burning of garbage 

construction and prevailing climatic conditions. 

 This air pollution has serious impacts on the health of children aged people and people suffering from respiratory 

ailments. 

 As a matter of practice people have been celebrating Diwali by bursting crackers.  

 Crackers contains combustible chemicals that include potassium chlorate powdered aluminum, magnesium, salts of 

barium, copper, sodium, lithium, strontium etc. and emits smoke on combustion of these chemicals along with 

sound.  

 This smoke and sound has health impacts on children, aged people and also animal and birds. 

 The children were encouraged to light up their houses and their schools with candles and diyas. 

 The above campaign was extremely successful and the air quality had not deteriorated post Diwali in 2017 unlike 

what was experienced in 2016. 
Source:- PIB 
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UTTARAKHAND MAY RESTORE ANTICIPATORY BAIL PROVISION 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- 

applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential 
 

Context: 

The Uttarakhand government informed the Supreme Court on Monday that it was contemplating an amendment to restore 

the provision of anticipatory bail, as done by Uttar Pradesh, to enable its citizens to get pre-arrest relief. 
 

Background: 

 The apex court was hearing a plea which has sought re-introduction of provision of anticipatory bail in the states of 

Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

 During the hearing, the bench noted that section 438 of CrPC was rendered inapplicable in Uttar Pradesh by virtue 

of an 1976 amendment and Uttarakhand, which was carved out from Uttar Pradesh in November 2000, continued 

with this position. 

 The petitioner has sought restoration of the provision of anticipatory bail in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, saying 

its absence was ―discriminatory‖ to the people of these states. 

 The top court had in 2008 recommended to the Uttar Pradesh government to take appropriate steps and bring an 

ordinance to restore the provision for anticipatory bail in the state. 

 Uttar Pradesh government had in 2010 brought an amendment in the law to include the provision for anticipatory 

bail. 

 In 2010, Uttar Pradesh had brought amendment to restore the provision of section 438 of the CrPC. In August that 

year the state Assembly had passed the Amendment Act to restore the provision. 

○ ‗The Code of Criminal Procedure Uttar Pradesh (Amendment) Bill, 2010‘ after the President had 

withheld the assent and sent it back in September 2011. 
 

Section 438 Code of Criminal Procedure : 

 section 438 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), which provides for grant of bail to persons apprehending 

arrest, would be applicable in Uttarakhand. 

 438 CrPC is applicable. Provision of anticipatory bail is there in Uttarakhand now,‖ the state‘s counsel said while 

referring to the high court‘s order. 

 The counsel said the state ―in principle‖ agrees that the section should be available to the citizens. 

 The Uttar Pradesh government too had recently informed the apex court that the state Assembly has passed an 

amendment to re-introduce the provision for anticipatory bail, scrapped during the Emergency in 1976, and it was 

awaiting assent of the President. 
Source:- Indian Express 

 
 

EXPERTS‟ GROUP TO CUT SCHOOL BAG WEIGHT FORMED, COURT TOLD 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development & management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources 
 

Context: 

 The need for the excess weight that children carry on their backs has been debated for quite some time. 

 Union HRD Ministry has constituted an Expert Group to formulate a draft policy on reducing the weight of school 

bags in proportion to the age and average weight of children. 
 

Reducing Children's burden: 

 The MHRD had issued an order on October 5 to formulate a policy on schoolbags on the lines of Children School 

Bags (Limitation on Weight) Bill of 2006, which never turned into a law. 

 Disposing of a writ petition in May 2018 the Madras HC had directed the Centre to formulate forthwith a 

nationwide policy on the permitted weight of backpack that could be carried by schoolchildren. 

 The Court had ruled that ―neither are children weightlifters nor school bags load containers. 
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Learning from states: 

 Maharashtra and Telangana already have a policy in place stipulating that the weight of a school bag should not 

exceed 10% of the weight of the student. 

 Maharashtra, while deciding the weight of the schoolbag, had considered the weight of books, geometry box, 

stationery, lunch boxes and even water bottles. 

 Representatives from these states are also included in experts panel 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

RIPE FOR PRISON REFORM [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - mechanisms, laws, institutions & Bodies constituted for the protection & betterment 

of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Context: 

 The honourable Supreme Court, late last month, formed a committee on prison reforms. This committee would be 

headed by former Supreme Court judge, Justice Amitava Roy, it is to look into the entire gamut of reforms to the 

prison system. 

 Earlier, Justice A.N. Mulla committee and the Justice Krishna Iyer committee on women prisoners (both in the 

1980s). 

Timing of the formation of this Committee: 

 Further, it is important to note that the formation of this committee comes at a time when controversy surrounds the 

Tamil Nadu government‘s recommendation that the seven convicts in the assassination, in 1991, of former Prime 

Minister Rajiv Gandhi be released. 

 The crux of the debate is that, incarceration in any form is uncivilised, especially when it is so long-drawn-out. 

 It is important to note that the objective of criminal punishment should be one of reform rather than wreaking 

vengeance on a perpetrator of crime.   
 

Popular Sentiment: 

 It is significant to note that those pleading for clemency in this case are outnumbered. 

 Experts believe that this is reflective of popular sentiment that a gruesome crime needs to be dealt with severely. 

 Further, this is also about the unresolved conflict in attitudes about incarceration  punishment or reform which also 

explains the halfway jail reforms agenda seen in many countries. 
 

An International Perspective: 

 The data on prison overcrowding are frightening. 

 Except in parts of Europe, where crime is still low or at acceptable levels, overcrowding is rampant. 

 In the U.S., for example, at any time, it is estimated, there are more than two million prisoners in state and federal 

prisons. In the U.K., the latest available data (July 2018) show a current prison population of approximately 92,500. 

 In India, in the year 2015, there were nearly 4.2 lakh inmates in 1,401 facilities, with an average occupancy rate of 

114% in most. About 67% of total inmates were undertrials, a commentary on the speed and efficiency of India‘s 

criminal justice system. 

 There is an obvious poverty of ideas in justice administration. While public officials and social workers are agreed 

upon the need to reduce overcrowding, there is hardly any convergence on how to go about this delicate exercise. 

There is also an obvious fear of backlash against any move to decriminalise what is now prohibited by statutes. 
 

Reducing Civil prisoners: 

 In order to reduce prison populations, proven non-violent offenders could be dealt with differently. 

 However, what is frustrating is that no consensus has been evolved across the world on this relatively 

uncomplicated issue. 

 Further, white collar crime has assumed monstrous proportions but there is no reason why we should continue to 

lock up offenders instead of merely depriving them of their illegal gains. 
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 It is also important to point out that devising swift processes of attachment of properties and freezing of bank 

accounts are alternatives to a jail term. 

 However, there are legal impediments here, but these can be overcome by ensuring a certain fairness in the system, 

of the state taking over illegally acquired wealth. 

  Another complaint against prisons is the brutality and venality of prison officials, again common across the world. 

A solution will be a point to ponder over for the Justice Roy Committee. 
 

Wayforward: 

 Incarceration in any form is uncivilised, especially when it is so long-drawn-out, and when the objective of criminal 

punishment should be one of reform rather than wreaking vengeance on a perpetrator of crime 

 Work should be initiated for model prisons, where inmates are accommodated with due regard to their basic human 

needs and are handled with dignity. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CABINET APPROVES APPOINTMENT OF ADJUDICATING AUTHORITY AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF APPELLATE TRIBUNAL  
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

The Union Cabinet has approved the appointment of Adjudicating Authority and establishment of Appellate Tribunal under 

Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act(PBPT), 1988. 

Salient features: 

 Appointment of an Adjudicating Authority, along with the three additional Benches and to establish the Appellate 

Tribunal under the PBPT Act; 

 To provide the officers and employees to Adjudicating Authority, Benches of the Adjudicating Authority and 

Appellate Tribunal by diverting the existing posts at the same level/rank from the Income Tax Deptt./Central 

Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT); 

 The Adjudicating Authority and Appellate Tribunal shall sit in the National Capital Territory of Delhi (NCTD). 

 Benches of Adjudicating Authority may sit in Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai, and the necessary notification in this 

regard shall be issued after making consultation with the Chairperson of the proposed Adjudicating Authority. 
 

Benefits: 

 The approval will result in effective and better administration of cases referred to the Adjudicating Authority and 

speedy disposal of appeals filed against the order of the Adjudicating Authority before the Appellate Tribunal. 

 Appointment of the Adjudicating Authority would provide first stage review of administrative action under the 

PBPT Act. 
Source:- PIB 

 

CABINET APPROVES NATIONAL MONITORING FRAMEWORK ON 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

The Union Cabinet has approved the constitution of a High Level Steering Committee for periodically reviewing and 

refining the National Indicator Framework (NIF) for monitoring of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with associated 

targets. 
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Background: 

 At the Millennium Summit held in 2000 at the UN Headquarters in New York, eight development goals known as 

the ‗Millennium Development Goals‘ (MDGs) were adopted, which formed the blueprint for countries to pursue 

their national development strategies from 2000 to 2015. 

 The MDGs targets were unevenly achieved across the countries and a need was felt to start fresh discussions to 

assess the usefulness of the MDGs and to explore possible successor to guide development cooperation in the world 

beyond 2015. 
 

Targets: 

 Measures to mainstream SDGs into on-going national policies, programmes and strategic action plans to address the 

developmental challenges. 

 Statistical indicators of NIF will be the backbone of monitoring of SDGs at the national and state level and will 

scientifically measure the outcomes of the policies to achieve the targets under different SDGs. 

 Based on statistical indicator, the MoSPI will bring out national reports on implementation of SDGs. The Report will 

facilitate assessment of progress, identify challenges and give recommendations for follow up at the national level. 

 High Level Steering Committee will review the National Indicator Framework on regular basis for its improvement. 

 Data source Ministries / Departments will be responsible for providing regular information to MoSPI on these 

indicators at required intervals and disaggregation for national and sub-national reporting of SDGs. 

 Advanced IT tools will be used for close and effective monitoring. 
 

Impacts: 

 SDGs integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions of development. It intends eradicating poverty and 

promoting prosperity in a changing world with basic motto of ‗Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas‘. 

 SDGs with 17 Goals and 169 Targets intend for promotion of sustainable, inclusive and equitable economic growth, 

creating greater opportunities for all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable 

social development and inclusion, promoting integrated and sustainable management of natural resources and 

ecosystems. 
Source:- PIB 

PUNJAB GOVERNMENT BANS SALE OF HERBICIDE 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

The Punjab government has banned the sale of herbicide glyphosate in the state, which is widely used to control a variety of 

weeds in almost all crops, with immediate effect. 
 

 

 Glyphosate: 

 Central Insecticide Board and Registration Committee has recommended the use of the herbicide only for tea 

gardens and non-cropped areas and therefore there is a dire need for strict compliance under the Insecticides Act, 

1968. 

o There is no cultivation of tea in Punjab and on account of 200% crop intensity in the State, the non-cropped 

area is too meagre.  

o Even this small area is associated with crop cultivation in the form of ridges, water channels, bunds and 

between rows of crops and canal and drain banks. 

 Glyphosate is sold in the country under various trade names such as Round-up, Excell, Glycel, Glider, Glydon, etc.  

 The Punjab State Farmers Commission had also recommended a ban on the sale of the chemical in Punjab. 
 

Health impacts: 

 It has been observed to be a Group 2A cancer-causing material. 

 This chemical is also known for causing other health problems and has the potential to damage human DNA . 
 

Source:-  The Hindu 
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SCHEME FOR PROMOTION OF ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH COLLABORATION 

(SPARC) 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

The Minister of Human Resource Development, Shri Prakash Javadekar launched   the web portal of the Scheme ―Scheme 

for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC)‖. 

Aim: 

 At improving the research ecosystem of India‘s higher educational institutions by facilitating academic and research 

collaborations between Indian Institutions and the best institutions in the world. 
 

Features: 

 This scheme will improve research ecosystem of  India‘s higher educational institutions by facilitating academic and 

research collaborations between Indian Institutions and the best institutions in the world from 28 selected nations to 

jointly solve problems of national and international relevance. 

 SPARC proposes to enable productive academic cooperation by supporting the following critical components that 

can catalyze impact making research : 

 Visits and long-term stay of top international faculty/researchers in Indian institutions to pursue teaching 

and research , 

  Visits by Indian students for training and experimentation in premier laboratories worldwide ,  

 Joint development of niche courses, world-class books and monographs, translatable patents, 

demonstrable technologies or action oriented research outcomes and products  

  Publication , Dissemination and Visibility through a high profile annual international conference in India 

. 
Source:- PIB 

 

AN „ANTI-NATIONAL‟ REGULATION [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 The university in India is morphing under external pressure. 

 How it will end up should be a matter of concern for all Indians and not just its denizens. 

 This is so as universities are a source of new ideas for human advancement, hold a mirror to society, and act as a 

bulwark against authoritarianism. 

 At least that is the idea behind setting them up at public expense. 

 For almost a decade now they have been subject to unaccountable governance by India‘s higher education regulator, 

the University Grants Commission. 

 However used they may have become to the meddling, nothing could have prepared them for the most recent diktat. 

 This one requires employees of publicly-funded universities to be subjected to the Central Civil Service (conduct) 

rules governing Central government employees. 

 The Central government employees are prohibited from writing critically about the government and making joint 

representations. 

 The latest regulatory measure would be a blow to India‘s national prestige today and its health in the future. 

 The silencing of academics is taken to be both a sign of backwardness and incompatible with democracy. 

 But it is more than just how the world sees it, for stifling freedom reinforces the backwardness of a society. 
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The West and History: 

 The argument that universities need adhere to a code of conduct is incontestable. 

 All associations need codes of conduct to prevent chaos. 

 Taking democracy seriously would make it incumbent upon them to adopt codes in keeping with its norms. 

 Thus universities need to follow codes maintaining respect for the autonomy of its members, ensuring fairness in 

the evaluation of performance of students and teachers, efficiency in the conduct of everyday business, and 

accountability in the wielding of power by the administrative authority. 
 

Intellectual life aboard: 

 India is a democracy, it would be of interest to see how the leading universities in other democracies regulate the 

intellectual life of their faculty. 

 The Massachusetts Institute of Technology is ranked first in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking of the world‘s 

universities for 2019. 

 The term ‗public intellectual‘ may have been coined to describe its former professor Noam Chomsky. A world 

authority in the field of linguistics, 

 The university ranked first in the Times Higher Education (THE) ranking of universities in 2018 is Oxford. 

 The very reference to it as the ‗home of lost causes‘ reflects its character as a bastion of free thinking. 

 At the time Gandhi was virtually at war with the British Empire, having been tried for sedition. 

 A quarter of a century later, at the height of the infamous Cold War, the same college elected as its head a historian 

who was a member of the Communist Party of Great Britain (it seems not even the communists can forego grand 

titles). 

 We invest in universities hoping that they would speak truth to power. 

 If we take this freedom away by invoking irrelevant conduct rules, we deny ourselves a vital safeguard against 

despotism. 
 

An insightful disclosure: 

 The defeatist telling that our own universities have always failed us, we may want to reflect on the discourse on 

India‘s economic policy some 50 years ago. 

 Indira Gandhi lurched leftward, and much of the economics profession had not protested much, two economists at 

Delhi University had chosen to go against the grain. 

 Jagdish N. Bhagwati and Padma Desai wrote a stinging critique of planning in India. 

 It is not as if their peers supported them strongly in their effort but it is unlikely that they had faced much hostility 

either, leave alone a menacing government. 

 It was a time of intense debate about economic policy in India and these relatively young economists were able to 

express an anti-establishment view. 

 It took two decades for it to find a place in India‘s economic policy. 

 The launching of the economic reforms of 1991 was a ‗Bhagwati-Desai moment‘ in that their central prescription, 

liberalisation, was adopted. 
 

Way forward: 

 No government at the Centre since 1991 has questioned the rationale of the reforms advocated by them. 

 Jagdish Bhagwati is now an enthusiast of the economic policies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 Only time will tell us of the effect on the production of knowledge of the new conduct rules being contemplated for 

our public universities, but surely they are not in the national interest. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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THE ALLAHABAD IN PRAYAGRAJ [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors & issues 

arising out of their design & implementation 
 

Context: 

 The naming and renaming of places is not new in India. 

 Recently, several cities as well as streets and bazaars in the country have been renamed.  

 Modern communication methods ensure that such changes in nomenclature have an instant impact. 
 

Rising of Political Tussle: 

 Such projects are deeply political and aim to politicise community memories But not only do such endeavours not 

acknowledge the ruptures they create.overlook the history of cultural consciousness. 

 New names are cultural tools to overcome the fears of economic subordination by adventurous immigrants 

 The changes create fissures in local and regional political arenas and make them rife for conflict 
 

Effects of Renaming the City: 

 Re-naming results in tangible changes, but several intangible aspects of places continue to be associated with the 

lived reality of communities.  

 Enormous resources and paperwork is required to establish the new political/official identity of not only the city but 

of the entire district. 

 The renaming could create confusion. 
 

Economic effects: 

 Renaming cities results in economic and logistical upheaval.  

 A large amount of the tax payer‘s money is spent on changing signboards on public properties such as railways, 

metros, buses and street signs, not to mention the time and energy invested in bureaucratic, administrative and 

legal procedures. 

 Maps have to keep pace with the frequent renaming. 

 Satellite cartographic networks often fail to keep up with the frequency of changed ground realities and people and 

transporters waste time to reach their destinations. 
 

Remarks: 

 Several instances of renaming are simply preposterous.  

o For example, there is a proposal to rename Shimla, that receives a lot of snow, as Shyamala or the dark one. 

Or renaming Humayun Nagar as Hanuman Nagar.  

 In the absence of a comprehensive cultural policy, the politics of renaming is inimical to urban community 

consciousness. 
Source:- Indian Express 

 

SHIMLA MAY BE RENAMED SHYAMALA 
GS PAPER - 02 Indian Constitution - Historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions 

& basic structure 
 

Context: 

The Himachal Pradesh government is considering renaming state capital Shimla to Shyamala. 
 

More about the news: 

 The demand for changing Shimla‘s name gained momentum after the Uttar Pradesh government renamed 

Allahabad as Prayagraj. 

 The report says that some right-wing Hindu groups have launched a campaign supporting the name change as part 

of efforts to remove ―symbols of British rule‖. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/allahabad-to-be-prayagraj-up-cabinet-okays-proposal-renaming-the-city/story-S0MqKFeIYNOklpXBLdNMgP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/allahabad-to-be-prayagraj-up-cabinet-okays-proposal-renaming-the-city/story-S0MqKFeIYNOklpXBLdNMgP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/allahabad-to-be-prayagraj-up-cabinet-okays-proposal-renaming-the-city/story-S0MqKFeIYNOklpXBLdNMgP.html
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Shyamala: 

 According to Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) functionary Aman Puri, the popular holiday retreat was originally 

called Shyamala but as the Britishers found it tough to pronounce, they renamed it Simla which later became 

Shimla.  

 Also known as the queen of hills, Shimla was declared the summer capital of British India in 1864. It remained that 

way till India got independence in 1947. 

 British officer Captain Charles Pratt Kennedy played a pivotal role in transforming Shimla as he built the first 

house here in 1822 aptly calling it-- Kennedy House.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE:- TIMES OF INDIA 
 

 

 

THINK SMALL [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors & issues 

arising out of their design & implementation 
 

Context: 

 The study conducted by the Centre for Science and Environment in Uttar Pradesh shows that in spite of working in 

mission mode to expand sanitation, 87% of faecal sludge expelled from toilets in urban areas is untreated 

 At the national scale, a United Nations report of 2015 estimates that 65,000 tonnes of untreated faeces is 

introduced into the environment in India annually. 

Why this conditions? 

 State support for improved housing and planned development has never been strong 

 The National Urban Sanitation Policy of 2008 has not changed that significantly 

 The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan promised a major shift, but it has focussed more on the basic requirement of household 

and community toilets in rural and urban areas 

 

 

 

Renaming a city: 

 The task of Renaming a city is given to the State Legislators. 

 The procedure differs from state to state but the regulations remains the same. 

 The first step involves raising of a request in form of a resolution by any MLA, which proposes 

the renaming of any particular city or street. 

 On the basis of the request of the MLA, the issue would be deliberated upon and the consequences 

of the same shall be discussed upon. 

 The final step involves voting of the validity of the resolution. 

 If a simple majority is attained in favour of the resolution, the said resolution shall be declared 

passed. 

 The State Legislation on the basis of the majority view shall make the necessary changes in the 

name of the state or city public. 

 The proposal will go to the Centre for approval before the city is officially renamed. 
 

Some renamed cities: 

 Bombay to Mumbai 

 Madras to Chennai 

 Calcutta to Kolkata 

 Baroda to Vadodara 

 Trivandrum to Thiruvananthapuram 

 Cochin to Kochi 
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 Faecal sludge and septage is being collected from household tanks and simply discharged into drains, open land and 

wetlands. 
 
 

Decentralised sludge management system: 

 Immediate investments in decentralised sludge management systems would bring twin benefits: of improving the 

environment and reducing the disease burden imposed by insanitary conditions 

 The immediate intervention needed is the creation of an inter-departmental task force to identify land to build 

small treatment systems for sludge, and to provide easily accessible solutions to houses that are currently 

discharging waste into open drains. 

 The business of emptying faecal material using tanker trucks needs to be professionalised and de-stigmatised. 
 

Way forward: 

 Decentralised sludge management systems are vital to achieve clean water goals 

 All aspects of the business of sanitation need reform if India is to meet Goal Number 6 of the Sustainable 

Development Goals with egalitarian policies 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SPECIAL COURSE MAY HELP CUT DEATHS DUE TO MEDICAL ERRORS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Context: 

 The Acute Critical Care Course (ACCC), developed in the early 1980s in Europe, has come as a boon for medical 

institutions abroad by reducing the death rate of patients by nearly 10%, even in serious health complications 

including sepsis. 

 The two-day course has become mandatory for surgical trainees both in the U.S. and the U.K., which annually lose 

over four lakh and 98,000 patients, respectively, due to medical errors. 

About Acute Critical Care Course (ACCC): 

 The concept of ACCC came into existence after England‘s Hillsborough disaster, a fatal human crush during an 

FA Cup semi-final match in 1989 when over 96 people were killed and nearly 800 injured. 

 Aim of ACCC: The ACCC aims to train the medicine specialists and the surgeons of various specialisation such 

as surgical, gynaecology, orthopaedics and emergency to suspect and identify patients at a risk of deterioration. 

 ACCC is specially designed for those hospitals where doctors do not have practical knowledge about handling 

patients that require critical care. 

 The comprehensive course includes imparting training to the new and existing doctors of a hospital receiving 

critical care patients to make them understand the crucial steps to prevent errors. 

 This course takes care of prevention of small mistakes that make it life-threatening for the patient, be it 

administering IV fluids in patients, minor surgeries etc. 

 ACCC can help the doctors to develop the technical and non-technical skills of managing such patients. 

India‟s case: 

 With nearly 50,00,000 Indians dying due to medical negligence every year, experts claim that a specialised 

course for doctors and hospital staff focusing on how a critically ill or injured patient should be handled could 

bring down the figure by almost 50%. 

 A study by the Harvard University last year showed that nearly 50 lakh deaths occur in India annually due to 

medical errors triggered by lack of practical knowledge among the doctors and nurses to handle patients when 

brought to the hospital. 
 

Mandatory in US and UK: 

 The two-day course has become mandatory for surgical trainees both in the U.S. and the U.K., which annually 

lose over four lakh and 98,000 patients, respectively, due to medical errors. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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TAMIL NADU SEEKS MORNING SLOT FOR BURSTING OF CRACKERS 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 

and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 
The Tamil Nadu government asked the Supreme Court to modify its October 23 order restricting the bursting of firecrackers 

to a two-hour period between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. during festivals, including Deepavali. 

 

More about the news: 

 As Deepavali is celebrated in the morning in the State, the SC should allow bursting of crackers from 4.30 a.m. 

till 6.30 a.m. 

 India is a federal state with different traditions and cultures. As far as celebrations relating to Deepavali are 

concerned, each State or sect has a separate set of beliefs, traditions and culture 

 In northern India, Deepavali is celebrated in the night to celebrate the home-coming of Rama after slaying 

Ravana. Deepavali is, therefore, on the night of November 7, 2018. In the State of Tamil Nadu, Deepavali is 

celebrated commemorating the death of Narakasura, the Evil, slain by the Goddess in the early hours. 
 

Background: 

 The Supreme Court had restricted the time for bursting crackers across India on festivals and other occasions as a 

means to reduce air pollution. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

„STATES CAN FIX OWN SLOTS FOR CRACKERS‟ 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 

and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court Tuesday allowed southern states to burst firecrackers in the morning but said the duration should 

not exceed the two-hour window it had fixed in its October 23 judgment. 

 The court allowed the relief after Tamil Nadu filed a plea seeking permission to burst crackers in the morning, from 

4.30 am to 6.30 am, on Diwali. A similar plea was made by Puducherry also. 

Background: 

 On october 23rd The court had fixed a uniform slot for bursting crackers across the country. During Deepavali and 

other religious festivals, the slot is between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. and between 11.55pm and 12.30am on other 

occasions such as Christmas and New Year 

 The court held that only green or improved crackers would be used for religious festivals and other occasions, 

including weddings. 

 A plea was filed by the Tamil Nadu government seeking a review and seeking permission for bursting firecrackers 

between 4am and 6am and 2 hours in evening. 

Partial modification in 23rd judgement: 

 The Supreme Court Tuesday allowed southern states to decide their own schedule. however, the time slot should not 

exceed the two-hour limit set by the court. 

 The bench also clarified that its October 23 judgment, on use of green crackers this Diwali, was only meant for 

Delhi and the National Capital Region (NCR). It will, however, apply across the country from next year. 
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Source:- The Hindu 

 

CHILDREN UNDER 15 AT SERIOUS RISK FROM POLLUTED AIR: WHO 
GS PAPER - 02 GOVERNANCE - Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Context: 

 A new report was published by WHO on Air pollution and child health. 

 

 

 

Everything to about Green fire crackers: 

1. Green crackers are less harmful and less dangerous than the conventional ones. They are the crackers with 

reduced emission and decibel level. 

2. Environment minister Harsh Vardhan said the new firecrackers developed by the scientists of the Council of 

Scientific and Industrial Research, would be 30 per cent less polluting than the conventional crackers. 

3. They are known as 'green' firecrackers because they have a chemical formulation that produces water molecules, 

which substantially reduces emission levels and absorbs dust. 

4. It promises a reduction in particulate matters and harmful gases, like nitrous oxide and sulfur oxide, by 30- 35 

per cent. 

5. The technology is being developed by the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) of 

the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in collaboration with eight other government labs. 

6. The scientists had been working on these crackers over the past year. The cost of development was around Rs 65 

lakh. 

7. Three types of firecrackers have been developed by the scientists, named Safe Water and Air Sprinklers 

(SWAS), Safe Thermite Cracker (STAR) and Safe Minimal Aluminium (SAFAL), in which the commonly used 

pollution-causing chemicals - aluminium, barium, potassium nitrate and carbon - have either been removed or 

sharply reduced. 

8. All three have matching sound intensity with conventional crackers. 

9. The government has sent the technology to Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO). It is the 

licensing authority for framing rules under the Explosives Act 1884 and Inflammable Substances Act 1952. 

10. Once granted license by PESO, factories like those in Sivakashi will begin manufacturing and these will be 

available for use on all occasions including weddings throughout the year. 

11. The green crackers will be 25-30 per cent cheaper to manufacture and manufacturers would not have to 

make any changes in their facilities. 

12. Not only green, but another concept towards a cleaner environment is being tested, called E-Crackers. E-

crackers or electronic crackers will give various light/sound effects and are being tested by at the CSIR-CEERI 

in Pilani, Rajasthan. 
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WHO Report on Air pollution and child health: 

 The report is being launched on the eve of WHO‘s first ever Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health.  

 Every day about 93% of the world‘s children under the age of 15 (1.8 billion children) breathe polluted air that 

puts their health and development at serious risk, the WHO said in a new report. 

 WHO estimates that in 2016, 600,000 children died from acute lower respiratory infections caused by polluted air. 

 It reveals that when pregnant women are exposed to polluted air, they are more likely to give birth prematurely, 

and have small, low birth-weight children. 

  Air pollution also impacts neurodevelopment and cognitive ability and can trigger asthma, and childhood cancer. 

Children who have been exposed to high levels of air pollution may be at greater risk for chronic diseases such as 

cardiovascular disease later in life. 

 

 

 
 
 

Key findings of the report: 

 Air pollution affects neurodevelopment, leading to lower cognitive test outcomes, negatively affecting mental and 

motor development. 

 Air pollution is damaging children‘s lung function, even at lower levels of exposures 

 Globally, 93% of the world‘s children under 15 years of age are exposed to ambient fine particulate matter 

(PM2.5) levels above WHO air quality guidelines, which include the 630 million of children under 5 years of age, 

and 1.8 billion of children under 15 years 

 In low- and middle-income countries around the world, 98% of all children under 5 are exposed to PM2.5 levels 

above WHO air quality guidelines. In comparison, in high-income countries, 52% of children under 5 are exposed 

to levels above WHO air quality guidelines. 

 More than 40% of the world‘s population – which includes 1 billion children under 15 -  is exposed to high levels 

of household air pollution from mainly cooking with polluting technologies and fuels. 

 About 600‘000 deaths in children under 15 years of age were attributed to the joint effects of ambient and 

household air pollution in 2016. 

 Together, household air pollution from cooking and ambient (outside) air pollution cause more than 50% of acute 

lower respiratory infections in children under 5 years of age in low- and middle-income countries. 

 Air pollution is one of the leading threats to child health, accounting for almost 1 in 10 deaths in children under 

five years of age. 
 

 Children‟s vulnerability and  susceptibility 

 One reason why children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of air pollution is that they breathe more rapidly 

than adults and so absorb more pollutants. 

 They also live closer to the ground, where some pollutants reach peak concentrations at a time when their brains 

and bodies are still developing. 

 In addition, newborns and small children are often at home. 
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 If the family is burning fuels like wood and kerosene for cooking, heating and lighting, they would be exposed to 

higher levels of pollution. 
 

WHO‟s Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health: 
 

 first Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health in Geneva on 29 October – 1 November to rally the world 

towards major commitments to fight air pollution  problem. 

 The conference will raise awareness of this growing public health challenge and share information and tools on 

the health risks of air pollution and its interventions. 

 This platform whose diverse membership includes researchers, civil society, UN agencies and other partner 

institutions reviews the data on air quality and health 

 The platform is working on techniques to more accurately attribute air pollution coming from different sources 

of pollution. 

  It is also working on improving estimates of air quality by combining the data from various air quality 

monitoring networks, atmospheric modelling and satellite remote sensing. 

 The platform also  provides the opportunity for world leaders; ministers of health, energy, and environment; 

mayors; heads of intergovernmental organizations.  

 scientists and others to commit to act against this serious health threat, which shortens the lives of around 7 

million people each year. Actions should include: 

 Action by the health sector to inform, educate, provide resources to health professionals, and engage in 

inter-sectoral policy making. 

 Implementation of policies to reduce air pollution 

 Steps to minimize children‘s exposure to polluted air: Schools and playgrounds should be located away 

from major sources of air pollution like busy roads, factories and power plants.  
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

TOILET-FOR-ALL: WHO CALLS FOR MORE INVESTMENT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 
 

Context: 

 The world will not reach the goal of universal sanitation coverage – where every person has access to toilets – by 

2030 unless countries make comprehensive policy shifts and invest more funds, the World Health Organization 

(WHO) warned as it launched the first global guidelines on sanitation and health. 
 

Concerns: 

 Worldwide, 2.3 billion people lack basic sanitation (with almost half of them forced to defecate in the open).  

o They are among the 4.5 billion without access to safely managed sanitation services in other words a toilet 

connected to a sewer or pit or septic tank that treats human waste. 

o Without proper access, millions of people the world over are deprived of the dignity, safety and convenience 

of a decent toilet. 

 Poor sanitation is a major factor in transmission of neglected tropical diseases. 
 

WHO new guidelines: 

 The WHO developed the new guidelines on sanitation and health because current sanitation programmes are not 

achieving anticipated health gains and there is a lack of authoritative health-based guidance on sanitation. 

 WHO said that by adopting its new guidelines, countries can significantly reduce diarrhoeal deaths due to unsafe 

water and poor sanitation and hygiene. 

 For every US $1 invested in sanitation, the WHO estimates a nearly six-fold return as measured by lower health 

costs, increased productivity and fewer premature deaths. 
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 Sanitation is a fundamental foundation of human health and development and underpins the core mission of 

WHO and ministries of health worldwide. 

 WHO‘s Sanitation and Health Guidelines are essential to securing health and well-being for everyone, 

everywhere. 
                                                                                                                                                          Source:- The Hindu 

 

WORLD SHOULD MOVE TOWARDS A SINGLE GRID TO SHARE ELECTRICITY, 

SAYS MODI 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 
 

Context: 

 Recently, the inauguration of the first general assembly of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) held. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged world leaders to move towards a future of ‗one world, one sun, one 

grid‘ in which countries around the world would share electricity so that none is without it. 
 

Expansion of members: 

 so far, International Solar alliance was restricted to countries between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn would 

be expanded to include all member countries of the United Nations. 
 

Reasons for such expansions: 

 In the last 150-200 years, humanity has used fuels from below the ground for its lighting needs. 

 The warming of the planet is still outpacing the efforts in controlling it. 

 We saw signs of hope in Paris 2015, but the current data shows that the commitments by countries are not 

enough to halt the warming at 2 degrees Celsius or 1.5 degrees Celsius. In other words, the warming is moving 

faster than we are. 
 

International solar alliance: 

 The ISA was launched at the 2015 Paris Climate Change Summit (COP21) by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and French President Francois Hollande. 

 It seeks to empower solar-rich countries located between the tropic of Cancer and the tropic of Capricorn to 

make collaborative efforts to harness solar energy to generate the electricity. 

 Under this alliance, 121 countries that fall within the tropics have been invited. Most of these countries fall 

within Asia, Africa and South America. 

 Originally member countries are to be those that enjoy 300 or more days in a year of bright sunlight. But now 

membership is thrown open to all countries that want to join the grouping. There will be no restrictions on 

duration of sunlight or geographical location. 

 The ISA Framework Agreement entered into force in December 2017 making ISA treaty based International 

Intergovernmental Organization with headquarters at Gurugram, India. 

 As of now, 70 countries have signed its framework agreement and 44 have ratified it. 
  Source:- The Hindu 

 

SUPREME COURT REFUSES TO STOP DEPORTATION OF 7 ROHINGYA 

REFUGEES 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court refused to stop the deportation of seven Rohingya Muslims set to be deported from Manipur 

to Myanmar. The Myanmar government had acknowledged that the seven were its nationals and given them a 

certificate of identity to facilitate their return. 
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Who are Rohingyas: 

 As per the United Nations:-  one of the most persecuted minorities in the world in 2013,the Rohingya population 

is denied citizenship under the 1982 Myanmar nationality law. 

 According to Human Rights Watch, the 1982 laws ―effectively deny to the Rohingya the possibility of acquiring a 

nationality‖.  

○ Despite being able to trace Rohingya history to the 8th century,Myanmar law does not recognize the 

ethnic minority as one of the eight ―national indigenous races‖. 

 They are also restricted from freedom of movement, state education and civil service jobs. 

Crises: 

 Myanmar state, which was ruled by the military junta until 2011, has been accused of ethnic cleansing in Rakhine 

by the United Nations. It deported thousands of Rohingya to Bangladesh in the seventies and the citizenship law 

was also enacted by the junta. 

 Things changed a little for the Rohingya even after the political reforms in 2011 that eventually led to the first 

general elections in 2015, as the democratically-elected government-headed by President Htin Kyaw has been 

unwilling to grant citizenship. 

 Sectarian violence between Rohingyas and Rakhine‘s Buddhist natives began flaring up in June 2012, following 

the rape and murder of a Rakhine woman in a Rohingyadominated locality. The riots, which were triggered as a 

result, went on for almost a month with causalities on both the sides. 

 Another round of riots broke out in October, due to which the government moved around a million Rohingyas to 

refugee camps. Thousands of Rohingyas fled their homes and sought refugee in neighbouring Bangladesh, a 

Muslim-majority nation. Some of them sought asylum in South East Asian nations of Thailand, The Phillipines, 

Indonesia and Malaysia. 

 This ethnic conflict flared up as religious violence spreading to the other provinces of Myanmar. It was finally 

contained in 2013 after military intervention. 

 Muslim militants in Myanmar staged a coordinated attack on 30 police posts and an army base in Rakhine state on 

August 25. The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a group previously known as Harakah al-Yaqin, 

which instigated the October attacks, claimed responsibility for the attacks. In the counter attacks launched by 

Army at least 59 of the insurgents and 12 security personnel were killed. 

 The ARSA is an armed guerilla outfit, which is active since 2016, claiming to fight for a ― democratic Muslim 

state for the Rohingya.‖ The group has been targeting Myanmar armed forces. Bangladesh and India have also 

claimed ARSA is creating trouble in their soil too. 

 The ―clearance operations‖ to root out ARSA launched by the Myanmar military has once again affected the lives 

of Rohingya, many of whom have been living in relief camps since 2012. Reports of villages being torched, 

civilian deaths, and Rohingya youths being picked up for interrogation have followed the militant attack. 

Challenges: 

1. Bangladesh: 

 An estimated 87,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar to Bangladesh since late 2016. The influx has been 

increasing since August 25. About five lakh Rohingyas have already taken shelter in Bangladesh over the last 

two decades and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is clearly unwilling to take in more. 

 She has even urged the United States to to put pressure on Myanmar to stop the exodus of Rohingyas. ―We have 

given shelter to a huge number of Rohingya refugees on humanitarian grounds and it‘s a big problem for us,‖ she 

had said. The country has opened its border for Rohingyas upon UNHCR‘s request and continues to shelter  
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Rohingya in over-crowded refugee camps at Cox Bazar. 

2. INDIA: 

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs there are approximately 40,000 Rohingyas living in India. They have 

reportedly reached India from Bangladesh through the land route over the years. MoS Home Affairs, Kiren 

Rijiju, recently informed the parliament that all the Rohingyas in India were ―illegal immigrants‖ and they will 

be deported soon, a decision that has surprised many given the record of India accepting refugees. 

 Without overtly mentioning Rohingya, the Home Ministry in an advisory to states said ―infiltration from 

Rakhine State of Myanmar into Indian territory…besides being burden on the limited resources of the country 

also aggravates the security challenges posed to the country. 

Way forward: 

 It is not possible to solve Rohingya issue without the active participation of the Myanmar government. 

 More pressure should be asserted over Myanmar by the international communities. 

 India should deal with this issue without forgetting India‘s position regarding refugees in the past.(ex: Tibetan 

Refugee crisis) 

 This should be done without compromising the security of the nation. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

INDIA, RUSSIA SIGN S-400 MISSILE DEAL 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 

 
Context: 

India and Russia concluded the contract for five S-400 ‗Triumf‘ missile systems, one of the biggest defence deals in recent 

times, after the annual summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin.  
 

More about the news: 

 During the BRICS Summit, India and Russia signed an Inter-governmental Agreement (IGA) for the supply of five 

S-400 anti-aircraft missile systems. 

 Deliveries of S-400 will begin in 24 months, at the end of 2020.India would pay about 15% in advance, likely 

through the rupee-rouble mechanism both countries use for trade in their own currencies. 

 The U.S. has warned the deal would invoke sanctions under the Countering America‘s Adversaries Through  
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Sanctions Act (CAATSA) law, which penalises defence purchases from Russia, Iran and North Korea, as soon as 

the first payment is made, unless President Donald Trump grants a ―waiver.‖ 
 

S-400 weapon System: 

 The S-400 Triumf is an anti-aircraft weapon system developed in the 1990s by Russia‘s Almaz Central Design 

Bureau. 

 It has been in service with the Russian Armed Forces since 2007. The S-400 uses four missiles to fill its 

performance envelope: the very-long-range 40N6 (400 km), the long-range 48N6 (250 km), the medium-range 

9M96E2 (120 km) and the short-range 9M96E (40 km). 

 The S-400 was described by The Economist in 2017 as ―one of the best air-defence systems currently made‖. 
 

What is CAATSA Act and how does it affect India? 

 ―Countering America‘s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)‖, is a U.S. law that seeks to 

constrain its enemy powers economically. 

  Through this law, U.S. imposes economic sanctions on its adversaries and all countries and firms 

dealing with its adversaries. 

 Considering the economic might of the U.S., it would be a big challenge for any nation to overlook 

U.S. and continue its trade with other partners. 

 U.S. has classified Iran and Russia (and North Korea) as adversary countries, but India has strong and 

critical trade ties with both these countries. 

 Notably, Russia is India‘s major defence supplier for over 6 decades now, and Iran is India‘s second 

largest oil supplier. 

 Hence, if India doesn‘t cut trade ties with Iran and Russia, CAATSA Act would‘ve kicked in U.S. 

sanctions against India.    

 This has put India in a tight spot as it can neither dare U.S. sanctions nor antagonize Iran and Russia (or 

forego supplies from them). 

 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

U.S. SEEKS PAK. HELP ON AFGHANISTAN 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 A former U.S. Ambassador in Kabul, Zalmay Khalilzad arrived in Pakistan from neighboring Afghanistan. His 

tour of the region will also include West Asian stops in the UAE, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. 

 Washington‘s newly named point man tasked with finding a peaceful end to Afghanistan‘s 17-year war is in 

Pakistan to seek help from the new government in Islamabad in bringing the Taliban to the negotiating table, the 

U.S. Embassy said on Tuesday. 

 But Mr. Khalilzad has had a prickly relationship with Pakistan and has often accused Islamabad of fomenting 

violence in Afghanistan by supporting the Taliban. He has even said the U.S. should declare Pakistan a terrorist 

state. 

 Washington and Kabul have both repeatedly accused Pakistan of providing safe havens for Taliban insurgents, a 

claim Islamabad has denied and countered with charges that its own insurgents have found sanctuary in 

Afghanistan. 

 Both neighbouring countries have been brutally targeted by militants. In Pakistan, the perpetrators have most often 

been the region‘s Islamic State affiliate, as well as the Pakistani Taliban. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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CHINA SAYS IMRAN SUPPORTS CPEC PROJECTS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 China played down reports of Pakistan‘s plans to cut down a railway project under the multi-billion dollar CPEC 

by $2 billion, saying Prime Minister Imran Khan has assured his support to the various projects under the flagship 

Belt and Road Initiative. 

 Pakistan‘s Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid recently announced plans to cut the $8.2 billion Karachi-Peshawar 

railway project by about $2 billion. It is the biggest project under the $50 billion China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) which India opposes as it is being laid through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

China–Pakistan Economic Corridor 

 The ambitious project – part of China‘s ―One Belt and One Road‖ or new Silk Road project – is a series of roads, 

railways, pipelines, hydropower plants and other development projects, being built from the restive Xinjiang 

province in China to Gwadar in southwestern Pakistan. 

 CPEC is intended to rapidly modernize Pakistani infrastructure and strengthen its economy by the construction of 

modern transportation networks, numerous energy projects, and special economic zones. 

 Modern transportation networks built under CPEC will link seaports in Gwadar and Karachi with northern 

Pakistan, as well as points further north in western China and Central Asia. 

 CPEC‘s potential impact on Pakistan has been likened to that of the Marshall Plan undertaken by the United 

States in post-war Europe. 

 The corridor, which came into operation, passes through Gilgit-Baltistan in Pakistan-administered Kashmir – a 

territory claimed by India. Both the South Asian neighbours claim the disputed Kashmir region in full, but control 

parts of it. 
 

Impacts of CPEC on China and Pakistan: 

 The project promises to be an immense economic and strategic windfall for China and Pakistan. 

 By 2050 China is projected to become the world‘s largest economy. 

 The CPEC is anticipated to boost Pakistan‘s economy, where the GDP is expected to grow by more than five 

percent by 2020, according to an IMF growth forecast. 

 The 3,200km-long corridor is intended to connect the world‘s second largest economy, China, with the Middle 

East and Central Asia, reducing the alternative sea route distance – via the Malacca Strait – by 10,000km. 

 The report estimated that the economic corridor would create some 700,000 direct jobs between 2015 and 2030, 

and add up to 2.5 percent to Pakistan‘s growth rate. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

COOPERATE TO FIGHT TRADE PROTECTIONISM, SAYS CHINA 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 China has asked India to counter jointly the growing threat of trade protectionism championed by U.S. President 

Donald Trump. 

 A statement issued by the Embassy of China in India said that attempts were being made to sow discord between 

China and India and they should not fall for such traps. 

 ―Under the current circumstances, China and India need to deepen their cooperation to fight trade protectionism. As 

the two largest developing countries and major emerging markets, China and India are both in the vital stage of 

deepening reform and developing economy, and both need stable external environment,‖ Ji Rong, spokesperson of 

the Embassy, said. 
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 The spokesperson said the U.S. was promoting protectionism while trying to keep India away from China by 

planting ideas that China‘s financial support for developing countries would lead to a ―debt trap‖. 

 

Protectionism: 

 Protectionism is the economic policy of restricting imports from other countries through 

methods such as tariffs on imported goods, import quotas, and a variety of other government 

regulations. 

 Protectionist policies help immune the producers, businesses, and workers of the import-

competing sector in the country from foreign competitors. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF ARBITRATION 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

The NITI Aayog and ICC International Court of Arbitration had recently organised a Workshop on Best Practices in 

International Arbitration in New Delhi. 
 

More about the News: 

 The Lok Sabha has passed the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2018. It will amend the 

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. The Act contains provisions to deal with domestic and international 

arbitration, and defines the law for conducting conciliation proceedings. 

 Arbitration is a settlement of dispute between two parties to a contract by a neutral third party i.e. the arbitrator 

without resorting to court action. The process can be tailored to suit parties‘ particular needs. 

 Arbitrators can be chosen for their expertise. It is confidential and can be speedier and cheaper than court. There 

are limited grounds of appeal. Arbitral awards are binding and enforceable through courts. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

 

G-20 NATIONS  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 
 

CONTEXT: 

The Final G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting under the 2018 Argentine Presidency and the final 

BRICS Deputies Meeting under the 2018 South African Chairmanship were held on the sidelines of the IMF/Fund Bank 

Annual Meetings.  
 

G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors (FMCBG) Meeting: 

 The deliberations in the G-20 FMCBG meeting centered on key risks facing the global economy, enhancing a 

resilient international financial architecture, financing infrastructure development, progress on compact with 

Africa as well as streamlining of the GPFI process. 

 The risks related to trade tensions, financial vulnerabilities and oil prices have materialized and are having major 

impact on the Emerging Market Economies. 

 The need for G-20 nations to take co-ordinated action so as to ensure that the negative spill over effects of global 

risks on EMDEs are minimized. 

 Appreciated the progress of work under the Argentine Presidency on developing infrastructure as an asset class. 

 The efforts undertaken by India to attract private players in infra financing space such as creating Real Estate  
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Investment Trust Fund, Infrastructure Debt Fund as well as undertaking efforts for monetizing brownfield assets. 

 He indicated the importance of developing global standards and protocols for attracting private funds to the 

infrastructure space and hoped that the infrastructure agenda of G-20 can contribute in this direction. 

 The investment facilitating schemes that GoI has in place to encourage private players to invest in Africa and 

elsewhere such as National Export Insurance Fund, Concessional Financing Facility etc.  
SOURCE:- PIB 

 

INDIA WINS ELECTION TO UNHRC 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies & fora, their 

structure, mandate 
 

Context: 

 India was elected to the United Nations' top human rights body for a period of three years beginning January 1, 

2019, getting 188 votes in the Asia-Pacific category, the highest number of votes among all candidates.  

 India got the highest number of votes among all 18 countries in the five regional categories. 

 The 193-member UN General Assembly held elections here for new members to the UN Human Rights Council.  

 The 18 new members were elected by absolute majority through a secret ballot.  

 Countries needed a minimum of 97 votes to get elected to the Council. 
 

Background: 

 India had previously been elected to the Geneva-based Human Rights Council for the 2011-2014 and 2014-2017 

term. 

 Its last tenure had ended on December 31, 2017.  

  In accordance with the rules, India was not eligible for immediate re-election since it had already served two 

consecutive terms. 
 

Allocation of council seats: 

On the basis of equitable geographical distribution, Council seats are allocated to the five regional groups 

1. African States, 13 seats. 

2. Asia Pacific States, 13 seats.  

3. Eastern European States, 6 seats.  

4. Latin American and Caribbean States, 8 seats. 

5. Western European and other States, 7 seats. 
 

Asia- pacific category: 

 India was vying for a seat in the Asia Pacific category. 

 Along with India, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Fiji and Philippines had also staked a claim in the same regional 

group. 

 India got 188 votes followed by Fiji with 187 votes, Bangladesh 178, Bahrain and Philippines 165 each.  
 

Other members elected: 

o African States category :Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Eritrea, Somalia and Togo. 

o  Eastern European States group: Bulgaria and Czech Republic. 

o Latin American and Caribbean States group: Argentina, Bahamas and Uruguay. 

o Western European and other States category : Austria, Denmark and Italy in the  
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UNHRC: 

 It is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 

 It is responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe and for 

addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. 

 It was created by UNGA on 15 March 2006 to promote human rights globally. 

 It had replaced former UN Commission on Human Rights. 

 It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Members: UNHRC is made up of 47 UN member states which are elected by UN General Assembly (UNGA) 

with specific number of seats allocated for each region of the globe. 

 The term of each seat is three years, and no member may occupy a seat for more than two consecutive terms. 
 

Functions 

 Members of the council work to engage countries on improving human rights. 

 They make decisions ranging from exposing violations to recommending that UN Security Council make 

referral to International Criminal Court (ICC). 

 UNHRC does not have authority to take action but can exert significant pressure on violating country. 

 It can also set up special persons with mandate to investigate and report human-rights violations and abuses. 

 The council works closely with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and engages the United 

Nations‘ special procedures. 

 The General Assembly can suspend the rights and privileges of any Council member that it decides has 

persistently committed gross and systematic violations of human rights during its term of membership. 

 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

SPECIAL FORCES IN INDIA-U.S. EXERCISE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

The first India-U.S. tri-services exercise is likely to take place in 2019, and talks are on to include the special forces of the 

two countries in the drill. 
 

Bilateral Exercise: 

 The three forces of each country already take part in bilateral exercises separately   

1. Armies participate in an annual drill called Yudh Abhyas, whose latest edition took place in September. 

2.  Air Forces take part in a bilateral drill called Cope India. 

3. The Navies participate in an exercise called Malabar, involving Japan. 
 

Tri - service Exercise: 

 This will be the first time, the three services of India and the U.S. will participate in a drill together. 

 The drill may take place sometime in late August because U.S. naval ships could be in the region around that 

time. 

 The drill will focus on a United Nations-based scenario and the overarching mission of humanitarian assistance, 

disaster relief measure. 

 India was the natural humanitarian disaster relief hub in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 The Indian Army has Para SF, the Navy has Marcos while the Air Force has the Garud as their respective special 

forces. 
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 Though the joint tri-services drill was formally announced after the first 2+2 dialogue between the principals of 

the External Affairs and Defence Ministries of the two countries last month, work on it had begun much before. 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

BONDING WITH AFRICA IN PARTNERSHIP  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - EFFECT OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF DEVELOPED AND 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON INDIA'S INTERESTS, INDIAN DIASPORA. 
 

CONTEXT: 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a hefty $60 billion package for Africa. African leaders have been naturally 

ecstatic after Mr. Xi‘s announcement in Beijing at the inaugural of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC). 

 At the FOCAC, a triennial assemblage of African and Chinese leaders, the 50-plus African leaders and their Chinese 

hosts charted big plans to build roads, power plants, and railways and much more in Africa. 

 Xi‘s mega announcement should trigger celebrations not only in Africa, but also among heads of the emerging 

economies, especially those of other nations in the Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa (BRICS) grouping. 

 That is, if they reject the media-hyped argument that China, eyeing Africa‘s natural resources, is seeking to ensnare 

the continent into another round of political serfdom through carefully laden ―debt traps‖. 

 In this narrative, the Chinese Goliath, inching towards global domination, must be stopped in its tracks, before it is 

too late. 
 

Comparison - India and China: 

 Like China, India also hosts its own triennial conclave with African leaders, which was last held in 2015. Though 

headline numbers show that in dollar throughput, it is distant from China, India‘s contribution to Africa‘s 

development is nonetheless significant. 

 If China and India are serious about the rise of Africa, the key is to co-link their development strategies on a 

continental scale. 

 The good news is that both countries seem to have done some spadework, in finding an imaginative coordinating 

mechanism that could benefit them, as well as Africa. 

 Ahead of the BRICS summit in Johannesburg in July, when Mr. Xi and Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited 

Rwanda almost at the same time, Chinese Foreign Ministry put out the message that New Delhi and Beijing should 

vigorously pursue the ‗China-India Plus One‘ or ‗China-India Plus X‘ model in engaging with Africa. 

 The mandarins in Beijing were referring to the mechanism yielded by the Wuhan informal summit in April between 

Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi, where it was decided that China and India would coordinate their approaches for engaging a 

third country or set of countries in South Asia and beyond. The Chinese also described Beijing and New Delhi as 

―like-minded partners‖ in Africa. 
 

Russia in Africa : 

 Meanwhile Russia has already launched an initiative to bond with Africa. South Africa, the host of the recent 

BRICS summit and co-chair of FOCAC in Beijing, will always remain the natural gateway for a vibrant emerging 

economy engagement with Africa. 

 But someone, preferably a post-Wuhan India, must pick up the threads and weave a potent emerging economy 

narrative for bonding with Africa, triggering a structural shift of global significance. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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SAUDI ARABIA PROMISES TO MEET INDIA‟S OIL NEEDS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 India and saudi Arabia met and held talk during the Indian Energy Forum in New Delhi. 

 Saudi Arabia  committed itself to meet all of India‘s energy needs, especially in oil. 
 

More about the news: 

 Saudi Arabia has invested  $44 billion in the Ratnagiri refinery and expressed its keen interest to invest in an 

integrated downstream business, including on the retail side, as well as in storage capacity. 

 Saudi Arabia said that it was the  strategic priority of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,To strengthen relations with 

India. 

 The energy Minister also said The majority of oil demand comes from sectors like heavy vehicles and commercial 

vehicles, and this demand will remain for a long time to come. 

 The oil price pain being currently felt would have been much worse if we had believed people who 4-5 years ago 

said that oil demand had peaked and would decline. 

 Prime Minister also made a made a strong case for a stronger partnership between oil producers and consumers to 

reduce the cost of energy. 

 He said such a partnership, as in other markets, ―will help stabilise the global economy which is on path of 

recovery. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

INDIA, FRANCE IN TALKS TO CONDUCT TRI-SERVICE EXERCISE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Recently Defence Minister visited france for 1st Annual defence dialogue with her French counterpart Florence 

Parly. 

 During the visit of the Indian Defence Minister, the two sides discussed implementation of the 'logistics pact' that 

would give access to each other's military bases, similar to Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 

(LEMOA) that India signed with the US. 

 India and France are taking the "strategic" relationship to a greater level.President Macron has written a letter to 

Prime Minister Modi 
 

Tri - service: 

 India and France have agreed for a bilateral tri-service military exercise to take forward the strategic cooperation. 

 This will be India‘s third such joint exercise. The first joint tri-service exercise was held with Russia in October last 

year and has finalised one with the U.S. to be held next year. 

 India and France currently hold bilateral exercises between individual services - armies (called Shakti), navies 

(Varuna) and air forces (Garuda). 
 

Logistic pact and its significance: 

 The logistics pact with France, the second such reciprocal agreement after the first one with the US. 

 This will allow Indian warships access to French bases at the Reunion Islands near Madagascar and Djibouti on the 

Horn of Africa. France, incidentally, also has a naval air station in Abu Dhabi (UAE). 

 China, incidentally, operationalized its first overseas military base at Djibouti in August 2017, apart from already 

having access to Karachi and other ports in Pakistan for its submarines and warships. 

 The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) inked with the US in 2016, in turn, gives India 

access to American bases in Djibouti, Diego Garcia, Guam and Subic Bay. Both the pacts, coupled with other moves  
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to establish a couple of turn-around bases in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) countries, are crucial for India to expand its 

naval footprint to counter China‘s strategic moves in the region. 

 

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
 

 India and the U.S. have signed a logistics support agreement 

 Objective: It would make easier for militaries of both countries to share each other‘s facilities 

like refuelling and birthing facilities 

 Background: The US has been pressing New Delhi to sign the agreement for the last 10 years 

 Provisions: 

 It will provide access to supplies, spare parts and services from each other‘s land 

facilities, air bases and ports, which can then be reimbursed 

 It also provides a framework that governs the exchange of logistics support, supplies and 

services 

 It does not provide automatic access to the use of military bases 

 But American troops can‘t be stationed on Indian soil. 

 New Maritime Security Dialogue 

 Logistical support with regard to weapons facilities would involve non-offensive military 

equipment 

 This support will involve cashless transactions on a reciprocal basis 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

INDIA, CHINA SET TO RESUME DRILL 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

India and China will resume the annual joint Army exercise ‗Hand-in-Hand‘ in December in China‘s Chengdu region 
 

Background: 

 The drill was cancelled last year due to tense relations in the aftermath of the Doklam standoff. 

 Following the Wuhan summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping in April, 

the two countries have initiated several measures to normalise relations. 

Exercise: 

 About 175 personnel from each side will take part. 

 The Indian sidewould be represented by troops from the 11 Sikh Light regiment under the Northern Command. 

 The exercise will be held in three phases — familiarisation, basic training and the joint exercise. 

 The scope of the exercise is to understand transnational terrorism and evolve joint drills for the conduct of counter 

terrorism operations, in addition to Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief operations. 

 The basic objective of the training is enhancing confidence and trust between the two armies which may be called 

upon to grapple with anti terrorism operations under the UN mandate. 

 The conduct of Joint Military Exercises is also an important step to uphold the values of Peace, Prosperity and 

Stability in the region. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

INDO-JAPAN JOINT EXERCISE DHARMA GUARDIAN- 2018  
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements involving 

India &/or affecting India’s interests 
 

Context: 

To promote Military cooperation, India and Japan are all set to hold the first ever joint military exercise ‘DHARMA 

GUARDIAN-2018‘ involving the Indian Army and Japan Ground Self Defence Force. 
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DHARMA GUARDIAN - 2018 EXERCISE: 

 The Indian contingent will be represented by 6/1 GORKHA RIFLES while the Japanese contingent will be 

represented by 32 Infantry Regiment of the Japanese Ground Self Defence Force. 

 During the 14 day long exercise, due emphasis will be laid on increasing interoperability between forces from both 

countries. 

 Both sides will jointly train, plan and execute a series of well developed tactical drills for neutralisation of likely 

threats that may be encountered in urban warfare scenario. 

 Experts from both sides will also hold detailed discussions to share their expertise on varied operational aspects. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

 In Recent Times, India and Japan have been steadily stepping up their bilateral defence ties, with more military 

exchanges, training programmes and top-level visits as well as collaboration in maritime security and defence 

production, with eye firmly on an aggressive and expansionist China. 

 The exercise will be another step in deepening strategic ties including closer defence cooperation between the two 

countries. 

 It will contribute immensely in developing mutual understanding and respect for each other‘s militaries and also 

facilitate tracking the worldwide phenomenon of  terrorism. 
Source:- PIB 

12TH ASEM SUMMIT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing the Summit said that building the future together is 

the need of the hour and promoting Inclusive growth and Sustainable Connectivity should be the priority. 

 Theme of ASEM 12 Summit is ―Global Partners for Global Challenges‖.  
 

Major highlights of the Summit: 

 The ASEM summit will bring together: 

 Heads of state or government of 51 European and Asian countries 

 representatives of the European Union 

 the Secretary General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

 Leaders will seek to strengthen dialogue and cooperation between the two continents on a wide range of areas, 

including: 

 Trade & investment 

 connectivity 

 sustainable development and climate 

 security challenges such as terrorism, non-proliferation, cyber-security, irregular migration. 
Source:- PIB 

INDIA, JAPAN, U.S. PLAN JOINT AIR EXERCISE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 India, Japan and the U.S. are set to elevate the bilateral ‗Cope India‘ air exercise to a trilateral format. 

 The U.S. had proposed a trilateral air exercise between India, Japan and the U.S. 
 

More about the News: 

 The next edition is scheduled to be held in December.  

 To begin with, it will be a small-level exercise involving transport aircraft in the trilateral format. It will be scaled 

up in subsequent editions. 
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 Japanese counterpart Itsunori Onodera,  agreed that Japan will send observers for the next round of Cope India 

exercises between India and U.S. to be hosted by the Indian Air Force. 
 

Cope India  

Background: 

 A series of international Air Force exercises between the Indian Air Force and the United States Air Force 

conducted on and over Indian soil.  

 Cope India was first conducted in 2004 and has grown in scope with the involvement of fighter aircraft and force 

multipliers such as Airborne Warning And Control System (AWACS), but has been held only intermittently. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

TURKEY TO HOST FOUR-NATION SUMMIT ON SYRIA CRISIS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 
 

Context: 

A summit between the leaders of Turkey, France, Germany and Russia will be held in Istanbul this month to discuss the 

conflict in Syria and efforts for a lasting solution to the war in the Arab country. 
 

More about the News: 

 Russia and Turkey reached an agreement last month to set up a demilitarized zone around the northwestern Syrian 

province of Idlib preventing a government offensive on the last rebel stronghold in the country. 

 Some militant groups did not meet an Oct. 15 deadline to evacuate the DMZ.  

 

Syrian Crisis: 

Syria is a west Asian Country bordering Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, and Israel. The civil war in Syria is regarded 

as the most brutal conflict in the world which started off in 2011 and is still on. 

 
  
 

Primary reasons for the unrest in Syria can be summarized as below. 

● The root of this conflict can be traced to sectarian conflicts in the region existing there for centuries. Shia 

Islam and Sunni Islam are the two major denominations of Islam Religion. With Saudi Arabia regarding itself 

as the leader of Sunni Muslims and Iran as the protector of Shia Muslims, the West Asian region is divided 

under these two leaders. Saudi and Iran started playing an important role in the geopolitical conflicts in the 

region. 

● Along with this, the absence of an accountable and democratic Government. In most of the west Asian 

Countries created discontent among the citizens. A democratic movement against the authoritarian 

Government started in Tunisia in 2011 popularly known as „Arab Spring‟ or „The Jasmine revolution‟. This 

inspired other countries in the region to raise their voice against their Governments. 
 

Implication of civil war in Syria: 

The devastating civil war has set the country decades behind in terms of economic, social and human development. 

 Syria‘s GDP today is less than half of what it was before the war started and it could take two decades or more 

for the country to return to its pre-conflict GDP levels. Most of the people in the region are living below 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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Source:- The Hindu 

DHAKA FACES ROHINGYA IRE ON SHIFT PLAN 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali clarified at a meeting with a foreign media delegation 

that the Rohingya are not Bengalis and have a distinct identity that should be recognised. 

 India and China are building homes in Rakhine to accommodate those who return home. But no one on the ground 

is sure that they would return after the assault they experienced. 

 The Minister clarified that storm-shelters had been built on the islet, located in the path of deadly annual cyclones 

that visit the region, to help the Rohingya settle there. 

 However, it remains unclear whether any of the current refugees of Kutupalong would shift there voluntarily as the 

community leaders have disagreed with Dhaka‘s plan to leave the safe surrounding of what was once an elephant 

sanctuary. 
 

What are the living conditions? 

 The 2017 monsoon was a shocker as most of the refugees had come with almost nothing and they had nowhere to 

stay. 

 But now at least most of them have a roof overhead, though conditions are far from perfect, with large families 

cramped in tiny hutments. 

 Just a year ago, the hills near Kutupalong used to host wild elephants and leopards, but the tide of Rohingya 

refugees from across the Myanmar border has evicted the wildlife and removed the forest. On the denuded hills and 

knolls has emerged a gigantic slum colony supported mainly by Bangladesh. 

 China and India have also pledged support, but the real issue is the return of the refugees and ensuring justice for 

the victims who faced atrocities at the hands of the Myanmar military. 

 The ultimate fate of the 13 lakh refugees is being debated and it is not clear where they will finally reside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

poverty line. 

 More than 250,000 Syrians have lost their lives in five years of armed conflict, millions of innocent people have 

got injured in the conflict and 80% of the children are harmed by the civil war. 

 Large-scale human displacement from Syria has resulted in Global Refugee Crisis. Approximately 6.5 million 

people are internally displaced inside Syria, 1.2 million were driven from their homes in 2015 alone. 

 Widespread damage to physical infrastructures such as roads, bridges, schools, power generation, and water 

supply. Reconstructing damaged physical infrastructure will be a monumental task. 
 

 

Syrian crisis and India: 

 India has had good relations with Syria historically, but India has always taken a neutral stand to Assad‘s 

regime. 

 India has a substantial interest in the field of trade and investment, Diaspora, remittances, and energy security 

in the region. 

 Due to the Syrian Crisis, India had to abandon its oil investments in Syria. Though India has not much 

dependency on Syria for her energy needs, the political stability in the entire West Asian region is very 

important for India. 

 More than 7 million Indians are working in these countries and therefore the stability of the region should be 

India‘s priority. 

 Recently India abstained from voting on a United Nations General Assembly resolution demanding an 

immediate ceasefire in Syria. By doing so India was trying to balance both US and Russia. However, as India 

work towards a permanent seat in UN Security Council, India should deviate from its path of non-alignment 

and should take a decisive stand on global affairs like Syrian Crisis. 
 

https://www.clearias.com/european-refugee-crisis/
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Rohingyas: 

 Rohingya Muslims comprise one million out of the 53 million people that live in Myanmar, forming the 

world‘s largest stateless population in a single country. 

 Universally reviled by the country‘s Buddhist majority, they have been oppressed by the government since the 

late 1970s when the government launched a campaign to identify ‗illegal immigrants‘. 

 Serious abuses were committed, forcing as many as 250,000 Rohingya refugees to flee to Bangladesh. 

 The 1982 Citizenship Law in former Burma made the Rohingyas stateless people. 

 They have often been called the most persecuted minority in the world. 

 The 1.1 million Rohingya Muslims squeezed precariously into the north-west state of Rakhine, in mainly 

Buddhist Burma, bordering majority Muslim Bangladesh, are stateless and unwanted. 

 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

U.S. TO PULL OUT OF RUSSIA MISSILE PACT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

President Donald Trump announced  that the US is pulling out of the landmark Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 

with Russia, a decades-old agreement that has drawn the ire of the President. 
 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty: 

 The treaty forced both countries to eliminate ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges between 

approximately 300 and 3,400 miles. 

  It offered a blanket of protection to the United States' European allies and marked a watershed agreement between 

two nations at the center of the arms race during the Cold War. 
 

Why leave the agreement now? 

 Russia has violated the treaty and has pointed to their predecessors in the Obama administration who accused Russia 

of violating the terms of the agreement. 

 The U.S. administration, under former President Barack Obama, raised the issue of Russia testing a ground-launched 

cruise missile with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 2014. 

 After years of denials, Russia recently acknowledged the existence of a new missile 

 system, called 9M729. Russia has not provided any credible answers on this new missile. All allies agree that the 

most plausible assessment would be that Russia is in violation of the treaty. It is therefore urgent that Russia 

addresses these concerns in a substantial and transparent manner. 

 Russia is either rejecting or avoiding its obligations and commitments under numerous agreements and has rebuffed 

U.S. efforts to follow the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with another round of negotiated 

reductions and to pursue reductions in non strategic nuclear forces. 
  

What does this mean for US Security ? 

 U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis had told NATO Ministers earlier in October that the U.S. would withdraw 

from the INF if Russia did not roll-back its Novator missiles. 

 A withdrawal will allow the U.S. new weapon options in the Pacific in its efforts to counter China‘s growing 

influence. There are also concerns that the treaty‘s end could mark the beginning of a new arms race between the 

U.S. and Russia. 

 The Russian government warned the U.S. against such a withdrawal. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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AN AFRICAN ISLAND‟S TROUBLED WATERS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Migingo Island, claimed both by Kenya and Uganda, is a fisherman‘s paradise. 

 For over a decade, Migingo has been a source of tension between Uganda and Kenya, who have been unable to 

decide to whom it really belongs. 
 

Migingo Island Location: 

 Migingo is a small rock Island, located in Lake Victoria which is the largest lake in Africa and the largest Tropical 

Lake in the whole world. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

XI OPENS WORLD‟S LONGEST SEA BRIDGE 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
 

Context: 

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday inaugurated a 55-km bridge that will deepen the integration of Hong Kong 

and Macao with the rest of China. 
 

Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai Bridge (HMZB): 

 The world‘s longest sea-crossing bridge will be at the heart of an integrated Greater Bay Area (GBA) covering 11 

major neighbouring cities, which include Hong Kong, Macao, Guangzhou and Shenzhen.  

 The giant GBA comprising 68 million people is expected to rival the San Francisco Bay Area of the U.S., as well as 

the Tokyo Bay Area of Japan. 

 Analysts see the opening of the HMZB as a symbol validating the ‗One country, Two Systems‘ formula under 

which Hong Kong and Macao have substantial political autonomy while remaining part of China. 

 It will cut the travel time between the three cities from three hours to just 30 minutes. 
 

Bridge Design: 

 The bridge has been built to withstand super-typhoons, a magnitude-8 earthquake, as well as hits by super-sized 

cargo ships. 

 A 6.7 km underground sea tunnel to allow uninterrupted flow of shipping above, along the super-busy Pearl River 

Delta. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

OUTCOMES VERSUS PROMISES [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin‘s whirlwind visit to Delhi earlier this month, lasting less than 24 hours. 

 It came just a month after the visits, in September, of U.S. Secretary of State Mike R. Pompeo and Defence 

Secretary James N. Mattis to participate in the 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue with their Indian counterparts, Sushma 

Swaraj and Nirmala Sitharaman. 
 
 

Summit, Dialogue: 

 The summit between the Indian Prime Minister and the Russian President is now an annual event, the protocol 

having been agreed upon by Mr. Putin and Manmohan Singh in 2005. 

 Summits have often led to spectacular breakthroughs — in the 2009 meeting, the log-jam in the long pending sale 

to India of the Russian aircraft carrier, Gorshkov (since renamed Vikramaditya) could be resolved and, in the 

latest instance, the inking of the $5.4 billion S-400 Triumf missile defence system. 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 The recent 2+2 Dialogue between India and the U.S., on the other hand, is a new concept. 

 while it has been hailed as a path-breaking event paving the way for an avalanche of state-of-the art defence 

equipment from the U.S., the outcomes from this initial meet were clearly dwarfed by what took place during Mr. 

Putin‘s visit. 

 The 2+2 Dialogue — a format the U.S. employs with some of its closest allies including Japan and Australia — 

has given the impression that India has come within the U.S. orbit of influence, detaching itself further from 

Russia. 

 This impression is further heightened by India signing on to the Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (COMCASA) recently. 

 On the other hand India still fancies a close relationship with Russia, one of its and most dependable allies. 

 A comparison of the Russia-India summit outcome with the promises made during the 2+2 Dialogue can hardly 

be a true index of what lies in the future. 

 The summit‘s mega missile defence deal clearly took the shine off any promises made at the 2+2 Dialogue 

regarding future defence acquisitions from the U.S. 

 Russia‘s S-400 Triumf, possibly the best missile defence system in the world, comes with no strings attached. 

 There is no Russian equivalent of the Countering America‘s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) in 

place. 

 The S-400 Triumf can be deployed against all enemies, irrespective of any other defence choices that India might 

have. 
 
 

Russian steadfastness: 

 There were several other concrete outcomes from the Putin-Modi summit. 

 India and Russia signed on to a document to expand civil nuclear energy cooperation and agreed on a second site 

for Russian nuclear reactors. 

 They signed a memorandum of understanding on a joint programme in the field of human space-flight, enabling 

Indian astronauts to be trained in Russia. 

 They also agreed on the virtues of a regional security architecture to provide security to all countries in Asia and 

in the regions of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

 This seemed to demonstrate a clear ‗mutuality of interests‘. 

2+2 Dialogue: 

 The 2+2 Dialogue, for its part, marks a paradigmatic change in the nature of India-U.S. relations. 

 It hence needs to be viewed, more appropriately, as the culmination of a long-standing attempt by the U.S. to 

woo India, something that has been in the works for some time. 

 As a prelude to this, the U.S. had renamed the Asia-Pacific as the Indo-Pacific. It had blocked more than $1.5 

billion in U.S. security aid to Pakistan, allotting a mere $150 million in 2019. 

 U.S.-India economic cooperation was stated to have grown exponentially within two decades, with the total 

goods and services trade between India and U.S. increasing from $11.2 billion in 1995 to $126.2 billion in 2017. 

 U.S. foreign direct investment into India substantially increased during this period. The most important bait was 

India being accorded the status of a ‗major defence partner‘. 

 The underlying theme of the 2+2 Dialogue, notwithstanding all this, seems however, aimed at forging a possible 

containment of China strategy, with India partnering the U.S. in this effort. 

 The U.S., at present, perceives China as posing a major challenge to its supremacy, and ‗the most significant 

threat to U.S. interest from a counter-intelligence perspective‘. 

 

Choices before India: 

 Differences in the outcomes of the Putin-Modi summit and the promises made in 2+2 dialogue are thus quite 

apparent. 
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 Russia was essentially seeking to cement a relationship with India that has existed for several years. It was not 

insisting on any exclusivity as far as relationships go. 

 The U.S. wanted India to view foreign policy perspectives largely through a U.S. prism, and thereafter make a 

choice. 

 Russia has already given a hint that it has the option of other choices, which might not exclude Pakistan. 

 The situation is greatly complicated by the fact that the world today faces a post-Cold War situation. 

 The rise of China‘s economic power and its growing military might, and the re-emergence of Russia are 

significant pointers to this situation. The U.S., hence, no longer holds all the cards. 

 Additionally, many existing precepts are undergoing changes. For example, the threat to the rules-based 

international order today comes as much from within existing democracies. 

 India can hardly alienate Russia as it re-emerges as a key presence in Asia and Eurasia. 

 Appearing to reject U.S. overtures, while the latter is seen making every effort to provide India with state-of-the 

art defence equipment, and acting in tandem with it in groupings such as the Quadrilateral, could prove short-

sighted. 

 India and China have differences on several issues, including problems at several points along the border 

between the two countries. 

 There is also a subliminal struggle between them for the leadership of Asia. 

 Nevertheless, neither India nor China appears ready for an open conflict as it would cost both countries dearly. 

 India is also not unaware of a U.S. lack of resolve to actively resist China‘s territorial expansion in the South 

China Sea, and in preventing China from expanding its naval activities in the IOR. 

 The abortive U.S. ―pivot to Asia‖ is a stark reminder of the limitation of U.S. capabilities today. 
 

Remarks: 

 India needs to ponder deeply on what is in its best interests. It should not allow itself to be easily persuaded in the 

belief that democracies, by and large, offer better choices. 

 It should not reject, without due consideration, what is in its best interest. Its decision needs to be dictated by the 

cold logic of circumstances. 

 Strategic integrity and autonomy, and mature strategic judgment are required in a world where disruption is the 

order of the day. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AMONG BRICS 

NATIONS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) among 

BRICS nations, regarding Cooperation in the Social and Labour Sphere. 

 The MoU was signed on 3rd August, 2018 during BRICS Labour and Employment Ministers (LEM) Meeting. 
 

Details: 

 In the MoU, the parties including India have agreed to cooperate and hold mutual events in the prominent areas viz. 

labour legislation and enforcement, protection of workers‘ rights with focus on vulnerable groups, Employment and 

labour market policies, Professional education, skills and training and Social protection. 

 The member countries may utilize the BRICS Network of Labour Research Institutes and BRICS Social Security 

Cooperation Framework for cooperation on Social Security and other labour issues. 

 The Memorandum is not an International Treaty and does not create rights and obligations for the parties governed 

by international law. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 
 

Impacts: 

 The MoU provides a mechanism for cooperation, collaboration and maximum synergy amongst BRICS member 

countries with the common objective of inclusive growth and shared prosperity in the new industrial revolution. 

 This network would specifically focus on the theme of youth employment and research on new forms of 

employment. 

 This network will also explore new learning technologies, including virtual network to deepen cooperation, 

exchange of information and capacity building. 

 The BRICS Social Security cooperation framework will deepen social security cooperation among BRICS nations 

and would facilitate cooperation for improvement of social security systems and social security agreements among 

member countries. 
Source:- PIB 

 

ISRAEL, INDIA SIGN $777 MN MISSILE DEAL 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 

 Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has signed a $777 mn deal with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) to supply 

additional Barak-8 Long Range Surface to Air Missile (LRSAM) systems for seven warships of the Indian Navy. 

 ―IAI‘s partnership with India dates many years back and has culminated in joint system development and 

production,‖ IAI Chief Executive Officer Nimrod Sheffer said in Israel on Wednesday. 

 The LRSAM can intercept aerial targets up to a range of 80 km. It is being co-developed by the DRDO in India and 

IAI, and will be manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Limited. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CHINA, JAPAN PIVOT TO NEW MARKETS 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India's interests, Indian diaspora. 
 

Context: 

 China-Japan ties are back on track and gaining positive momentum. 
 

Bilateral relations enter new era: 

 Faced with the threat of a trade war with the U.S., China and Japan have decided to work together to develop new 

overseas markets, by focusing on collaboration instead of competing with each other. 

 Japan and China building new relations featuring a shift from competition to collaboration would help promote 

mutual understanding and trust, and this kind of new relations is needed by both countries and conforms with the 

common aspiration of Asia. 

 two sides have signed over 10 inter-governmental cooperation documents involving areas such as politics, 

innovation, finance, customs and sports.  
 

India‟s concern: 

 The agreements on third-country market cooperation between the two sides in a wide range of areas sent a positive 

signal to the world and showed support for China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative.  
Source:- The Hindu 
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TOUCHING BASE [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional & global groupings & agreements 

involving India &/or affecting India’s interests 
 

India -  Japan : 

 India and Japan institutionalised annual meeting since 2006, since then both the countries have held a closely 

aligned world-view. 

 In the forthcoming annual summit both the countries are expected to take stock of all the challenges they are facing, 

notably with regard to the U.S. and China. 
 

 

Common concerns for India and Japan: 

 Trade tariffs applied by U.S., sanctions against Iran and Russia, as well as the U.S.‘s exit from several multilateral 

and security regimes are impacting both countries in different ways. 

 For India, the impact is more direct, as the economy has been hurt by new American tariffs, review of its GSP 

(trading) status, and restrictions on visas for professionals. 

 The possible U.S. sanctions over Indian engagement with Iran as well as defence purchases from Russia pose a 

looming challenge. 

 For Japan too, U.S. trade tariffs are a concern and Washington‘s exit from the Trans-Pacific Partnership is corralling 

Southeast Asian countries into a free trade regime under Chinese domination. 

 The U.S.‘s on and off nuclear negotiations with North Korea is cause of concern for Japan. 

 The other common concern is managing an increasingly influential China. 

 China‘s economic and military rise, its growing belligerence and its refusal to comply with the existing rule-based 

order are a cause of concern for both countries 

 China‘s capricious actions in the East and South China Seas and its relentless quest for distant Indian Ocean 

footholds have focused sharp attention on maritime-security in the region 
 

To resolve Multilateral issue: 

 India and Japan must closely cooperate on how to manage these challenges while maintaining their growing 

security ties with U.S., as members of the trilateral and quadrilateral formations in the Indo-Pacific. 

 India and China had decided to compare notes on the way forward with their common neighbour, especially on 

building and financing alternatives to China‘s Belt and Road projects for countries along the ―Asia-Africa growth 

corridor‖. 
 

Bilateral negotiations: 

 The Shinkansen bullet train project (Bullet train between Mumbai and Ahmadabad) has gathered speed with 

respect to finances but it could still run into delays over land acquisition issues. 

 India and Japan have stepped up military exchanges, and will begin negotiations on a landmark acquisition and 

cross-servicing logistics agreement. 

 The purchase of ShinMaywa US-2 amphibian aircraft proceedings are still pending. 

 In bilateral trade, level of trade between both the countries has declined as compared to what was there five years 

ago. 
 

Remarks: 
 India and Japan are facing many similar challenges but none of these issues is insurmountable. 

 The larger concerns of how to navigate uncharted and stormy geopolitical terrain, while maintaining strong 

positions on the international rules-based order, are likely to dominate this annual summit. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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SIRISENA SUSPENDS PARLIAMENT 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - India and its neighborhood- relations. 
 

Context: 

 Sri Lanka‘s President Maithripala Sirisena on Saturday suspended Parliament, a day after he sacked Prime 

Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and replaced him with former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, plunging the island 

nation into political turmoil. 

 Through an extraordinary gazette, President Sirisena said Parliament was prorogued until November 16. 

 The announcement came just as Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe declared he had the majority in 

Parliament. 

 The Chinese Ambassador in Colombo met Mr. Rajapaksa and conveyed the wishes of his leadership and 

government, according to Mr. Rajapaksa‘s office. 

 India is yet to comment on the recent changes in the neighbouring nation. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 Relations between Sirisena and Wickremesinghe have soured since their parties suffered humiliating losses to 

Rajapaksa‘s party in February‘s local council elections. 

 The pair have disagreed over economic policy and day-to-day administration of the government. Last week, they 

reportedly clashed during a cabinet session over plans to lease a container terminal to neighbouring India. 

 Earlier this year, Sirisena reneged on a pledge not to run for re-election, sparking tensions with Wickremesinghe 

who is believed to have his own presidential ambitions. 

 Sirisena is also thought to be behind a failed attempt to impeach Wickremesinghe in April, when 122 legislators 

in the 225-member parliament voted to back the now-sacked prime minister. 

 The ruling coalition has been further strained in recent days by strong criticism from Sirisena and his allies that 

ministers from Wickremesinghe‘s party did not act properly in investigating an alleged assassination plot to kill 

the president and former Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the new prime minister‘s younger brother. 

 Rajapaksa, who served as president from 2005 to 2015, put down the decades-old Tamil Tiger separatist struggle 

in May 2009 through a military assault that killed up to 40,000 ethnic Tamil civilians, according to rights groups. 

His government was also accused of corruption and murdering political opponents. 

 Sirisena had pledged accountability for war atrocities, but has faced international criticism for being slow to 

deliver on justice. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

New Delhi pins its prestige on Mauritius project 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 
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Context: 
India‘s prize projects in the Indian Ocean to upgrade facilities on the Agalega islands in Mauritius, the government is 

watching a battle brewing in the Mauritius parliament over the project. 

Background: 

 In 2015, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi had witnessed the signing of the agreement for Agalega Islands. 

 The MoU had provided for ―setting up and upgradation of infrastructure for improving sea and air connectivity‖ 

and enhancing ―capabilities of the Mauritian Defence Forces in safeguarding their interests in the Outer Island. 
 

Local protest: 

 There are several islanders, including some from Agalega, which has a tiny population of 300, formed the 

―Koalision Zilwa Pou Lape‖ (Islanders Coalition for Peace), to lobby against the Agalega project. 

 The protests were fuelled by the fact that Mauritius is in a major international legal battle over the ownership of 

its Chagos Island at present, which were turned into the U.S.‘s ―Diego Garcia‖ naval base in the 1960s. 

 France maintains naval bases in the Indian Ocean and stations frigates off its Reunion islands, while China has a 

string of naval assets in the region from Gwadar to Djibouti, all leading to fears of their peaceful island region 

becoming increasingly militarised. 
 

Opposition determined: 

 Mauritian opposition members say they will continue to protest the government‘s ―lack of transparency‖ over the 

project. 

 The fact that the Mauritian government has exempted the project from any Environmental license process. 

 Worries for India stem from the fact that it was just such protests, that began on a very small scale in the 

Seychelles, that led to plans for a coast guard facility on the Assumption Islands being shelved, after President 

Danny Faure said he lacked the parliamentary strength to ratify it. 

 The setback, according to speculation, may have been chalked up to China‘s heavy investment in the Seychelles. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

MODI, ABE BACK „FREE INDOPACIFIC‟ 
GS PAPER- 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 

Context: 

 India and Japan outlined a vision for strengthened bilateral relations at the 13th annual summit  
 

Highlights of the 13th annual summit: 

 Both the countries outlined a vision for strengthened bilateral relations. 

 Main focus – enhanced strategic and defence cooperation. 

 Unwavering commitment towards ―free and open Indo-Pacific‖. 

 Invest in upholding the rule of law and democratic values. 

 Both countries to ―expand concrete cooperation with the U.S. and other partners‖. 
 

Defence cooperation: 

 Both the sides Announced the start of negotiations on an Acquisition and Cross-servicing Agreement, a logistics-

sharing pact, that would allow Japanese ships to get fuel and servicing at Indian naval bases. 

 A new Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue, termed 2+2, was also announced to supplement an already 

formidable array of bilateral dialogue mechanisms that include the Annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue, Defence 

Policy Dialogue and the National Security Advisers Dialogue. 
 

Indo - pacific : 
 Both the countries also referred to the necessity of ensuring the freedom of navigation and the importance of 

upholding the UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea), a set of conventions that China 

has been accused of flouting in the South China Sea. 
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International solar alliance: 

 Japan announced joining the International Solar Alliance (ISA) submitting the instrument of ratification on 29th 

October 2018. As of now there are 70 countries that have signed the ISA Framework Agreement (ISA FA) and 47 

countries that have ratified it. Japan will be the 71st country to sign and 48th country to ratify the ISA FA. 

Infrastructure Development Projects: 

 Japan has agreed to provide loans of about 316 Billion Yen for seven major infrastructure projects in India.  

 These include Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train, projects in Delhi, North East and Chennai. 
 

32 MoU‟s: 

 After the summit the two sides exchanged 32 MoUs 

 On the economic front, the two countries have agreed to a Bilateral Swap Arrangement that would allow their 

central banks to exchange local currencies for up to $75 billion. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

INDIA INVITES ITALIAN FIRMS TO INVEST IN DEFENCE SECTOR 
GS PAPER - 02 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India's interests 
 

Context: 
India and Italy on Tuesday agreed to fast-track bilateral trade and investments and set up a bilateral industrial development 

and cooperation mechanism at a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Italian counterpart Guiseppe 

Conte  
 

Growing political Ties: 

 The Leaders reiterated that India and Italy ties are based on shared principles and values of democracy, freedom, 

rule of law, respect for human rights and territorial integrity of States. 

 They reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen mutual understanding and expand the range of bilateral 

engagement to promote peace, stability, economic progress and prosperity of the two countries. 

 Both sides recalled the signing of a MoU between the Foreign Service Institutes of the two countries in October 

2017 and noted with satisfaction that the first batch of Indian diplomats will be undergoing a training course in 

Rome under the aegis of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 

Strengthening Economic cooperation: 

 In order to give an impetus to enhanced economic cooperation between India and Italy, it was decided to set up a 

CEO Forum guided by a Joint Commission on Economic Cooperation (JCEC)  

 To increase two-way investments, we have decided to create a fast-track mechanism  

 India invited Italy to explore investment opportunities in the entire food processing value chain particularly in food 

processing units, equipment manufacture, skill development, research and development and quality assurance. 

 Establishment of Indo Italian Chamber of Commerce, under the aegis of the Embassy of Italy in New Delhi, of an 

educational and vocational training hub in Mumbai called Minerva.  

○ Minerva will provide international standard education and vocational training for Indian students for 

placement in higher education and vocational training courses in Italy and India and support Indian 

students to get internships and placements in Indian and Italian companies. 

 A new session of the Joint Working group will convene in Rome in 2019 to take forward the Indo-Italian 

cooperation and collaboration in renewable energy. 

 Bilateral cooperation in the railway sector particularly in the areas of safety, diagnostics, technology certification 

and capacity building. 

  India invited Italian defence equipment manufacturing companies to invest in India under the Make-in-India 

initiative and to collaborate with Indian companies for design and construction of defence equipment. 
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Technology Partnership: Redefining bilateral ties: 

 The successful organization of the Technology Summit in New Delhi on October 29 – 30, 2018. They also 

acknowledged that the deliberations at the Summit would contribute significantly in facilitating technology 

transfers, joint ventures, collaborative R&D programmes and in promoting market access between the two 

countries. 

 The Leaders took note on to set up an Italy-India Platform for science and innovation for promoting and 

facilitating the establishment of Indo-Italian Centres of Excellence in selected areas of mutual strength such as 

cultural heritage preservation, renewable energy, life sciences, and geohazards. 

 The Leaders agreed to launch the next phase of the bilateral India-Italy Industrial Research & Development 

Cooperation Program. 
Source:- Economic Times 

 

TIGER PRESENCE IN 3 MORE ODISHA FORESTS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Odisha government has confirmed the presence of tigers in three more forests in the State. 

 Movement of the Royal Bengal tigers has been captured by closed-circuit television cameras installed at the Hemgiri 

forest in Sundargarh and Debrigarh sanctuaries in Sambalpur districts 
 

More about the news: 

 The Similipal Tiger Reserve in Mayurbhanj and the Satkosia Tiger Reserve in Angul district are two known habitats 

of the big cat in the State. 
 

Population of tiger at Simlipal 
○ tiger census conducted by the State government in 2016, there were around 40 tigers. 

○ The Wildlife Institute of India had estimated the tiger population of Similipal at 28 in 2014. 

 At present, the State government is focusing on increasing the tiger population in Satkosia reserve. As part of its 

strategy, six tigers (three pairs) were to be brought from Madhya Pradesh. 

 The government is planning to propose identification and development of Debrigarh and Sunabeda as two new tiger 

reserves in the State. 
                                                                                                                                                                     Source:-  The Hindu 
 
 

GIR SEES 21 LION DEATHS IN 19 DAYS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMNET - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

1. As many as 21 lions have died in Gujarat‘s Gir forest since September 12 

2. Government authorities have attributed the deaths to infighting and viral infection 
 

Death toll raised to 21 - tragedy in Gir : 

1. According to the State forest department, 11 lions died between September 12 and 19 in Gir‘s Dalkhania and 

Jasadhar range. 

o Of these 11 lions, carcasses of seven were found in the forest area, while four died during treatment. 

2. Later, between September 20 and 30, 10 more lions which were rescued from the Dalkhania range died during 

treatment 
 

Causes for death: 

 viruses were found in four cases, whereas traces of protozoans, which is spread by ticks found in the body of lions 
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Precautionary Measures : 

 All lions in Samardi have been brought to Jamwala Rescue Centre 

 They have been kept in isolation and action is being taken to insulate them from the disease.  

 They have been kept under observation with an objective to give them immediate treatment, if required. 
                                                                                                                                                                     Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

VACCINATION BEGINS FOR GIR LIONS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact assessment 
 

Context: 

The Gujarat Forest Department started the vaccination of lions in the Gir Forest National Park to protect them from a deadly 

virus. 
 

More about the news: 

 As many as 23 lions have died in the Gir sanctuary in less than a month. Most of them have succumbed to canine 

distemper virus (CDV) and protozoa infections. 

 Asiatic lions, an endangered species, are being vaccinated under intensive veterinary care, as per standard 

protocol. 

 canine distemper virus (CDV) is considered a dangerous virus and has been blamed for wiping out 30% of the 

population of African lions in East African forests. 
 

Asiatic Lions: 

 The Asiatic lion‘s range is restricted to the Gir Forest National Park and environs in the Indian state of Gujarat. 

On the IUCN Red List it is listed under Endangered species . 

 The Asiatic lion currently exists as a single subpopulation, and is thus vulnerable to extinction from 

unpredictable events, such as an epidemic or large forest fire.  

 There are indications of poaching incidents in recent years. 

 There are reports that organized gangs have switched attention from tigers to these lions. There have also been a 

number of drowning incidents after lions fell into wells as well. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

PLASTIC BAN IN SIX ODISHA CITIES 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context:  
 A ban on storage and sale of plastic bags is all set to come into force in six urban centres of Odisha from 2nd 

October, coinciding with the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 
 

More about the news: 

1. The government will restrict the indiscriminate use of certain types of plastic products in the territorial 

jurisdiction of five municipalities and municipal corporations,  

o Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Berhampur, Rourkela and Sambalpur, and in the pilgrim town of Puri. 

2. We will not take any coercive action against the sale and hoarding of plastic bags  

3. stockists and manufactures have been given one month time to dispose of their stocks 

4. Vendors will not be allowed to use polythene sheets of less than 50 micron thickness  

o for storing, transporting, dispensing or packaging of any article or commodity or food items, consumables, 

milk and milk products and edible oil in sealed manner 
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Some Exceptions: 

 plastics for carrying and transporting garbage 

 containers like cups for milk products - including curd and ice cream 

 polythene packaging materials used in plant nurseries, horticulture and agriculture 

 plastic-packaged medicines, blood transportation bags, syringes, samples or specimen bags. 
                                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 
 

UP IN THE AIR [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The onset of the winter season has come to be associated with toxic atmospheric pollution in north India. This year 

will be a crucial test for a scheme piloted by the Union government to address the winter haze. 
  

 Reason for Air pollution: 

1. While road dust and pollution from heavy vehicles are primarily responsible for the noxious pall that sets on 

Delhi and other urban centres, the burning of paddy stubble by farmers to clear their fields for the next crop is 

considered to be responsible for 20% of the smog 

2. 80% of the atmospheric pollution in Delhi in winter draws from sources other than burning stubble 

3. Given Delhi‘s geography, low wind speeds and a spike in local pollution (from vehicles, biomass burning, 

firecrackers, etc.) raise the particulate matter count dramatically during winter 
 

Government steps taken: 

1. Under directions from the Supreme Court-constituted Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) 

Authority or EPCA, the Centre is partnering with Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to provide farmers with a 

range of mechanised implements to clear their fields of paddy crop residue to prepare for sowing wheat 

2. There is a 50% subsidy to farmers, and a 75% waiver to cooperative societies, agencies that rent out 

equipment, farmers‘ interest groups or gram panchayats to buy such machines 

3. Equipment such as Happy Seeder, paddy straw choppers and Zero Till Drill will be bought under the scheme 
 

Farmers concern: 

1. Many farmers, particularly those with land holdings of less than 5 acres, remain sceptical of the efficiency of 

these machines 

2. Among their concerns is whether these machines will affect productivity They are worried that there could be 

damage to the soil 
 

 

Way forward: 

 Echnological tools available may not be enough 

 There needs to be a proactive engagement to both persuade and reassure farmers 

 The greater availability of machines and the zero-tolerance policy need to be seen as works in progress to derive 

lessons on how to refine the crop-clearing process in an ecologically sound manner 
Source:- The Hindu 
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FIRST STATE WATER GRID PORTAL LAUNCHED IN JAIPUR  
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

 
Context: 

 The first State water grid portal was launched at Rajasthan along with the start of fourth phase of the Jal 

Swavalamban Abhiyan, which is the Rajasthan government‘s flagship water conservation project.  

 The campaign has led to construction of about 4 lakh water harvesting structures in over 12,000 villages. 

 

More about the news: 

 The Water Resources Department has developed the portal to monitor the availability and supply of water from 

different sources. 

 Jal Swavalamban Abhiyan had led to an average increase by 4.66 feet in the ground water level and reactivation 

of 63% of dry hand pumps and 20% of tube wells. Besides, the green cover had expanded over an area 

measuring 3,678 hectares. 

 The JSA‘s fourth phase will cover about 4,000 villages across the State with the emphasis on restoration of 

irrigation potential of water bodies and revival of traditional water sources. 

 The campaign had changed the scenario in the desert State by ensuring an active participation of voluntary 

groups, common people and elected representatives. While the National Green Tribunal had suggested its 

replication in other States, the` NITI Aayog had given an improved ranking to Rajasthan in water management 

index. 
 

NITI Aayog Composite water management index: 

 NITI Aayog has developed a Composite Water Management Index as a useful tool to assess and further 

improve the performance in efficient management of water resources.  

 The index would provide useful information for the States and also for the concerned Central 

Ministries/Departments enabling them to formulate and implement suitable strategies for better management of 

water resources. 

 The Index has a set of 28 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) covering irrigation status, drinking water and 

other water-related sectors. Critical areas such as source augmentation; major and medium irrigation; watershed 

development; participatory irrigation practices; sustainable on-farm water use practices; rural drinking water; 

urban water supply and sanitation; and policy & governance have been accorded high priority. The index would 

serve as a useful tool to track performance in the water sector and take corrective measures timely for achieving 

better outcomes thereby meeting the citizens‘ expectations satisfactorily. 
 

 

 

SECTORS PRIORITIZED FOR WATER MANAGEMENT INDEX  

1) Source Augmentation (Restoration of Water Bodies)  

2) Source Augmentation (Groundwater)  

3) Major and Medium Irrigation - Supply Side Management  

4) Watershed Development - Supply Side Management  

5) Demand Side Management — Participatory Irrigation Practices  
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6) Demand Side Management — Sustainable on-form Water Use Practices  

7) Rural Drinking Water  

8) Urban Water Supply and Sanitation  

9) Policy and Governance 
                         

Source:- The Hindu 
 

88 MILLION-YEAR-OLD ISLE AND CRATER TO BE GEOPARKS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

 In a first, an ancient circular lake created by a meteorite strike in Maharashtra and a hexagonal mosaic of basaltic 

rocks in an island off Udupi are poised to become global geoparks, under a Geological Survey of India (GSI) plan. 
 
 

More about the news: 

 Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary‘s Island and Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka are the GSI‘s candidates 

for UNESCO Global Geopark Network status. 

 Lonar lake: 
○ It is the only known meteorite crater in basaltic rock and is world famous. Lonar crater became a geo 

heritage site in 1979. 

○ It is relatively young geologically, at just 50,000 years old. A meteorite estimated to weigh two-million-

tonnes slammed into the Earth, creating a 1.83-km diameter crater where the lake formed. 

○ It is distinguished by a near-perfect, circular ejecta blanket, which refers to earth thrown up during the 

collision, around it. 

 Mary‟s island: 
○ It is a unique phenomenon that has been preserved well. St. Mary‘s Island, declared a national geo-

heritage site in 1975, is estimated to be an 88- million-year-old formation that goes back to a time when 

Greater India broke away from Madagascar. 

 

 UNESCO Global Geopark Network status 

 The Global Geoparks Network (GGN) (also known as the Global Network of National Geoparks) is a 

UNESCO assisted network established in 1998.  

 Managed under the body‘s Ecological and Earth Sciences Division, the GGN seeks the promotion and 

conservation of the planet‘s geological heritage, as well as encourages the sustainable research and 

development by the concerned communities. 

UNESCO 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO; is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations (UN) based in Paris. 

 Its declared purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international collaboration through 

educational, scientific, and cultural reforms in order to increase universal respect for justice, the rule of law, 

and human rights along with fundamental freedom proclaimed in the United Nations Charter. 

 UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major programs: education, natural sciences, social/human 

sciences, culture and communication/information.  

 Projects sponsored by UNESCO include literacy, technical, and teacher-training programs, international 

science programs, the promotion of independent media and freedom of the press, regional and cultural history 

projects, the promotion of cultural diversity, translations of world literature, international cooperation 

agreements to secure the world‘s cultural and natural heritage (World Heritage sites) and to preserve human 

rights, and attempts to bridge the worldwide digital divide. 

 It is also a member of the United Nations Development Group. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                     SOURCE:- The Hindu 
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A SAFE HAVEN FOR RARE DRAGONFLIES 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

Kerala‘s Silent Valley is home to 82 species 
 

More details about the news; 

 Recently a survey, conducted jointly by the Forest Department and odonate enthusiasts under the Indian 

Dragonfly Society. 

 This is the first time that an exclusive survey was conducted in the buffer zone.  

○ Hitherto, they were focussed on the core zones of the national park. 

 Study found that Thudukki, Pathanthode, Thathengalam, and TK Colony in the buffer zone are providing them a 

conducive atmosphere for foraging, feeding, and breeding.  

○ Proximity to the core areas of the national park, with high-altitude Shola grasslands and different types 

of forests, availability of water, and good habitat diversity, are also the contributing factors. 

 habitat diversity was ensured in the survey. 

○ Among the 488 species of odonates found in India, the Western Ghats are home to 193 

 The rare species found include Indosticta deccanensis (Saffron Reedtail), Burmagomphus laidlawi (Plain Sinuate 

Clubtail), Macrogomphus souteri (Pigmy Clubtail), Onychogomphus nilgiriensis (Nilgiri Clawtail), Euphea 

dispar (Nilgiri Torrent Dart), Indionyx travancorensis (Travancore Daggerhead), Megalogomphus hannyngtoni 

(Giant Clubtail), and Lestes dorothea (Spreadwing). 
 

Flood impacts : 

 the number of several common species of damselflies found in the region is alarmingly low. 

 The floods might have carried away the larvae of damselflies downstream 
 

                                                                                                                                                                Source:- The Hindu 
 

EASTERN GHATS FACE LOSS OF FOREST COVER, ENDEMIC PLANTS 
GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

Forest cover shrunk from 43.4% to 27.5% in 95 years 
 

More about the news: 

 The Eastern Ghats spread across Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, has lost almost 16% of its 

forest area over a span of 100 years, a recently published study shows. 

 Researchers from the University of Hyderabad studied historical maps and satellite images from 1920 to 2015 to 

understand the changes in land use and land cover. 

 The forest cover, which was 43.4% of the total geographical area in 1920, has reduced drastically to 27.5% in 

2015. Over the years, about 8% of forest area was converted into agricultural fields, while about 4% converted 

into scrub or grassland. 

 Previous studies have shown that the Eastern Ghats is home to more than 2,600 plant species and this habitat 

fragmentation and destruction can pose a serious threat to the endemic plants. 
 

Causes for Deforestation: 

 While agriculture was the main reason for deforestation during the early years 

  post 1975, mining and other developmental activities such as the construction of dams, roads were the culprits.  

 In 1920, the mining area was only 622 sq.km, and in 2015 it had increased to 962 sq.km 
 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

Concerns: 

 The Eastern Ghats are often ignored. 

 Even stakeholders are interested only in the Western Ghats and Himalayan studies. 
 

Way forward: 

 We need to understand that the Eastern Ghats are also ecologically important. They play an important role in 

the monsoon break of both North-East and South-West Monsoon 

 There are also many tribal communities in this region and the government needs to shift its focus and fund more 

studies and monitoring programmes in this region. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

FOR KUMBH, GANGA GETS A SWACHH „ARMY‟ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 
A special unit of a volunteer force of ex service men will help Uttar Pradesh government to conduct Kumbh Mela . 
 

More  about the News: 

 The Ganga Task Force (GTF), specially trained by the Ministry of Defence will help with crowd management, 

spread awareness on keeping the river clean and stop people and industry from polluting the river. 

 Currently, a ―battalion‖ of 300 personnel has already been trained and stationed in Allahabad. Plans are afoot to 

expand it to 500 and post them in Kanpur and Varanasi. 

 The GTF is a unit of the Territorial Army deployed in the services of the Ganga with the approval of Ministry of 

Defence for four years till December 2020. 

 It consists of three companies of over 100 men each to be stationed at Kanpur, Allahabad and Varanasi, with the 

battalion headquarters at Allahabad. 

 Their functions will include planting trees to check soil erosion, patrolling sensitive river areas for biodiversity 

protection, patrolling ghats, monitoring river pollution, and assisting during floods/natural calamity in the region. 

 The jawans have also been trained by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to measure the health of the 

river. 

 In 2015, the government, through an executive order, had cleared the creation of such a force. However, a defined 

mandate such as to punish or imprison those found polluting the river is being fleshed out in a forthcoming 

‗Ganga Act,‘ which is yet to be ironed out as a Bill and is under discussion. 

 

National Mission for clean Ganga 
 

 NMCG is the implementation wing of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management of River Ganga (referred as National Ganga Council). 

 It was established in 2011 as a registered society under Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 It has a two tier management structure and comprises of Governing Council and Executive 

Committee. 

 Both of them are headed by Director General (DG), NMCG. 

 Executive Committee is authorized to approve projects under mission up to Rs.1000 crore.   

 Similar to structure at national level, State Programme Management Groups (SPMGs) acts as 

implementing arm of State Ganga Committees. 

 This structure attempts to bring all stakeholders on one platform to take a holistic approach 

towards the task of Ganga cleaning and rejuvenation. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
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10-KM ROAD PROPOSED THROUGH SATHYAMANGALAM, MUDUMALAI TIGER 

RESERVES 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

The Nilgiris district administration has proposed a road that would cut through the core area of the Sathyamangalam Tiger 

Reserve (STR) and the buffer zone of the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR). 
 

More about the news: 

 Conservationists warn that the plan could spell trouble for wildlife in the critical habitat of Thengumarahada. 

 The district administration had applied for clearance from the National Board for Wildlife for laying the road. 

 Residents have long demanded that a road be laid to the Thengumarahada section, located along the Nilgiris‘ 

northeastern slope in the MTR buffer zone, complaining of a lack of access to basic facilities, including 

healthcare. 

 Conservationists argued that a road built through such an important habitat for unique and critically endangered 

species of wildlife, including the Asian king vulture, the elephant and the tiger, could be disastrous for local 

wildlife. 

 Apart from ecological concerns, it was better in the long term for people residing in the Thengumarahada section 

to be relocated outside the tiger reserves as the residents are willing for relocation. 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

FOREST FIRES COST INDIA RS 1,100 CRORE A YEAR: REPORT 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

With at least one in four people dependent on forests for their livelihood, India is losing at least Rs 1,100 crore due to forest 

fires every year, says a new World Bank report. 
 

Strengthening Forest Fire Management in India Report: 

 The report, Strengthening Forest Fire Management in India, jointly prepared by the ministry of environment, 

forest and climate change (MoEFCC) and the World Bank, was released by Union minister Harsh Vardhan, here 

on Tuesday. 

 Forest fires occur in around half of the country‘s 647 districts every year. However, repeated fires in short 

succession are reducing diversity of species and harming natural regeneration, while posing a risk to over 92 

million in India who live in areas of forest cover, said the report. 

 Analysing patterns and trends of forest fires in India, the report highlights that central India has the largest area 

affected by fire. The region, which has the highest forest cover in India after North-East, accounts for 56% of 

burnt forest land during 2003-2016, followed by southern states and the North-East. 

 However, North-eastern states account for the biggest share of fire detections, with at least 55% of fire incidents 

reported during 2003-2016. The report calls for a national plan for the prevention of forest fire. 
 

 

Significance of the Report: 

 The findings are significant since preventing forest fires is crucial to meet Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDC) in order to limit global warming. As per the Fifth Assessment Report of IPCC, forest fires globally 

contribute 2.5 billion to 4.0 billion tonnes of CO2 to carbon emissions every year. 

 Tackling forest fires is even more important in India as the country has committed to bringing 33% of its 

geographical area under forest cover by 2030, as part of its Nationally Determined Goals (NDC) and increases its 

forest cover by 5 million hectares, as part of India‘s National Action Plan on Climate Change. 
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Way forward: 

An aggressive strategy was needed to control forest fires. ―Forest fire management is part of our long-term vision for 

sustainable forest management. Forest fires can be controlled only by using an aggressive strategy. Apart from incentivizing 

communities and forest departments, there is also a need to bring a social movement across states to address the issue.‖ 
Source:- Live Mint 

 

GOVT. SETS WATER FLOW TARGET FOR RIVER GANGA 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

In a first, the Union government has mandated the minimum quantity of water or ecological flow as it‘s called in scientific 

circles  that various stretches of the Ganga must necessarily have all through the year. 
 

More about the news: 

o The new norms would require hydropower projects located along the river to modify their operations so as to 

ensure they are in compliance. 

o The upper stretches of the Ganga from its origins in the glaciers and until Haridwar would have to maintain: 20% 

of the monthly average flow of the preceding 10-days between November and March, which is the dry season; 

25% of the average during the ‗lean season‘ of October, April and May; and 30% of monthly average during the 

monsoon months of June-September. 

o For the main stem of the Ganga from Haridwar to Unnao the notification specifies minimum flow at various 

barrages: Bhimgoda (Haridwar) must ensure a minimum of 36 cubic metres per second (cumecs). 

o The barrages at Bijnor, Narora and Kanpur must maintain a minimum of 24 cumecs in the non-monsoon months. 
 

Ganga: 
 

 

 The Ganges, also known as Ganga, is a trans-boundary river of the Indian subcontinent which flows through the 

nations of India and Bangladesh. 

 The 2,525 km (1,569 mi) river rises in the western Himalayas in the Indian state of Uttarakhand, and flows south 

and east through the Gangetic Plain of North India. 

 After entering West Bengal, it divides into two rivers: the Hooghly River and the Padma River. 

 The Hooghly, or Adi Ganga, flows through several districts of West Bengal and into the Bay of Bengal near Sagar 

Island. The other, the Padma, also flows into and through Bangladesh, and also empties into the Bay of Bengal. 

 The Ganga is one of the most sacred rivers to Hindus. It is also a lifeline to millions of Indians who live along its 

course and depend on it for their daily needs. 
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 It has also been important historically, with many former provincial or imperial capitals (such as Kannauj, 

Kampilya, Kara, Prayag or Allahabad, Kashi, Pataliputra or Patna, Hajipur, Munger, Bhagalpur, Murshidabad, 

Baharampur, Nabadwip, Saptagram, Kolkata and Dhaka) located on its banks. 

 The Ganges is highly polluted. Pollution threatens not only humans, but also more than 140 fish species, 90 

amphibian species and the endangered Ganges river dolphin. 

 The levels of fecal coliform bacteria from human waste in the waters of the river near Varanasi are more than 100 

times the Indian government‘s official limit. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

100% ORGANIC SIKKIM SHORTLISTED FOR FAO S FUTURE POLICY AWARD 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

Sikkim‘s State Policy on Organic Farming and Sikkim Organic Mission have been shortlisted for an award conferred by the 

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations for the world‘s best policies promoting agroecological approaches. 
 

More about the news: 

 The 2018 Future Policy Award (FPA) will commend proven policies that effectively scale up agroecological 

approaches at local, national and international levels. It will celebrate outstanding examples for accelerating the 

transformative change in the way food is produced and consumed. 

 According to information about the Sikkim Organic Mission online, Sikkim became the first state in India to 

officially announce adoption of Organic Farming in the year 2003 to ensure long term sustenance of soil fertility, 

protection of environment and ecology, healthy living and decreasing the risk of health ailments. 

 In 2003, Sikkim stopped imports of chemical fertilizers in the State and since then the cultivable land there is 

practically organic and farmers of Sikkim are traditional users of organic manure. 

 The Future Policy Award 2018 is co-organised by the Food and Agriculture 

 Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Future Council and IFOAM – Organics International, with 

the support of Green Cross International, DO-IT – Dutch Organic International Trade and Sekem Group, Egypt. 

 The organisations said with their holistic approach and impressive impact, these eight legal frameworks and policies 

create enabling environments for the implementation of agroecology, help achieve the ambitions of the 2030 

Agenda and contribute directly to multiple Sustainable Development Goals. 

 Agroecology is a key pathway to support the transition towards healthier and more sustainable food systems. The 

selected policies are outstanding examples featuring important agroecological elements that support such 

transitions. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

IT‟S A FOGGY AUTUMN AS FARMERS START BURNING STUBBLE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

Context: 

 As autumn sets in, farmers in Punjab have begun harvesting the kharif paddy crop and preparing the fields for the 

winter crop. 

 Despite official injunctions, paddy stubble is being set on fire, raising fears of a spike in air pollution across the 

northern States, including the national capital New Delhi. 

 Aggravating the problem is the retreat of the southwest monsoon, setting off north-westerly winds which blow 

into the plains, carrying the smoke from the stubble. 
 

What is combine harvesting? 

 Combines are machines that harvest, thresh i.e separate the grain, and also clean the separated grain, all at once. 
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 The problem, however, is that the machine doesn‘t cut close enough to the ground, leaving stubble behind that the 

farmer has no use for. 

 There is pressure on the farmer to sow the next crop in time for it to achieve a full yield. The quickest and cheapest 

solution, therefore, is to clear the field by burning the stubble. 
 

Why do Farmers Burn? 

 Cost Factor: The straw management equipment is costly and process is time consuming. Also, the cost of stubble 

management is not taken into account while determining the minimum support price (MSP). 

 Increasing mechanization of agriculture: Stubble problem was not as severe when paddy was harvested 

manually because the farmers use to cut it as close to the ground as possible. Due to mechanization the crop 

residue that remains in the field is of larger quantity; 

 Labour costs are very high now 

 Combine harvester machines to tide over the labour scarcity- The machine appears to be the key reason behind the 

problem because it only reaps the grains, leaving stalks or stubble of around 40 cm. Those who want fodder have to 

get the stubble removed manually or use specialised machines to do the job. But that is costly. For every 0.4 ha of 

wheat crop, the cost of renting a combine harvester is just Rs 800. Once the machine has harvested, the cost of 

getting the stubble removed is Rs 3,500/ha. 

 Time Factor: Delay in sowing means yield decline, this leaves very little time to clear the farm for sowing. 

 Since farmers need to sow wheat within a fortnight of harvesting paddy, they burn the straw to save time, labour 

and money. 
SOURCE:- THE HINDU 

 

PLANT TO CONVERT E-WASTE INTO BIOFUEL TO BE MADE OPERATIONAL 

SOON: HARSH VARDHAN 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT  - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

A plant to convert plastic waste into bio-diesel will be made operational by January-end at the Indian Institute of Petroleum 

in Dehradun. 
 

Why?  

 According to United Nations‘ ―Global E-waste Monitor‖, 2017: Globally, 44.7 million metric tonnes of e-waste was 

generated in 2016 and only 20% was recycled through appropriate channels. China was the top e-waste producer in 

the world, generating 7.2 Mt. 

 India generated about 2Mt of electronic waste in 2016. The contribution of India to worldwide generation of e-

waste is 4.47 per cent. 

  According to the report, India‘s electronics industry is one of the world‘s fastest growing industries and plays an 

―important role‖ in the domestic generation of e-waste.  

 The report also highlighted the issue of imports of electronic waste to India from developed countries. 
 

E-Waste Disposal and Recycling Practices in India: 

 Around 90% of the recycling of E-Waste in India is done by the non-formal/unorganized sector. Non-formal units 

of e-waste recyclers are distributed all over India. 

 Informal units generally follow the steps such as collection of the e-waste from the rag pickers, disassembly of the 

products for their usable parts, components, modules, which are having resell value. The rest of the material is 

chemically treated to recover precious metals and non-recoverable materials are disposed in landfills. 

 Organized recycling units are very few in India. Unlike the informal sector, the organized sector uses 

environmentally sound methods to recycle e-waste. 
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Way forward: 

 There is a need to strengthen the domestic legal framework to address the issue of unregulated imports of e-waste 

 Steps should be taken to formalize the informal sector by integrating it with the formal sector.  Government should 

introduce vocational training programs to rightly skill the current unorganized sector employees to ensure their 

smoother transition to working with organized sector 

 Governments must encourage research into the development of better environmentally-sustainable e-waste 

recycling techniques 

 There is urgent need for a detailed assessment of the E-waste including quantification, characteristics, existing 

disposal practices, environmental impacts. 

 There is need of more recycling facilities and development of infrastructure to handle e-waste effectively. The 

government should encourage Public-Private Partnership for establishment of e-waste collection, exchange and 

recycling centres. 

 There is need of an effective take-back program providing incentives to producers. 

 Mass awareness programmes should be initiated to encourage consumers to reuse/ recycle electronic products and 

also educate them about the environmental and health hazards of e-waste. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

SC BARS STATES FROM DIVERTING MONEY FROM CAMPA FUNDS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Taking serious note of the fact that CAMPA fund, being misused by the states; the Supreme Court (SC) has barred 

State governments from diverting money from Compensatory Afforestation and Management Planning Authority 

(CAMPA) funds meant only for forest protection. 

Background: 

 The apex court was hearing a suo moto case titled In Re: National CAMPA Advisory Council. The order came after 

realizing that the Punjab government took Rs 1.11 crore from CAMPA funds and to pay its lawyers and other legal 

expenses. 

 On October 1, a Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur, S. Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta ordered the Punjab 

government to reimburse Rs. 1,11,01,420 to its CAMPA funds within a fortnight. 

 It is made clear that no State government can use the funds for any activity other than afforestation. 

 This is part of a major effort by the Supreme Court since 1995 to prevent and monitor environmental degradation. 
 

Misuse of Funds: 

 In a March 2018 order, the apex court recorded that the total amount in CAMPA funds is ―tentatively put in the 

region of Rs. 70,000-75,000 crore approximately‖ and likely to go even higher. 

 The Court had observed that this was a ―huge amount‖ which can be used for the benefit of environmental 

protection and rehabilitation of persons displaced by environmental causes. 

 Availability of these amounts will not only help the States/UTs and local communities to ensure better management 

of their forest resources. 

 The money held under the CAMPA is meant to be utilized for afforestation, management, and development of 

forests. 
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CAMPA Fund: 
 

 Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA), was constituted by the 

Supreme Court in 2002. 

 It asked the government to create a fund where all the payments received towards compensatory afforestation, 

additional compensatory afforestation, penal compensatory afforestation and net present value of the diverted 

forest land will be deposited. 

 The net present value is the amount that someone has to pay for diverting forest land for non-forest purposes. 

The amount will be determined by an expert committee appointed by the Centre. 

 The idea of having CAMPA funds and authority was introduced by the Supreme Court. The periodic orders of 

the court in this litigation finally led to the birth of The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act of 2016. 

 The CAMPA fund is a repository of all money, and interest, paid in lieu of forest land diverted for non-forest 

use like mining and building infrastructure. 

 This fund can be used for the following: 

o Assisted natural regeneration 

o Forest management 

o Forest protection 

o Infrastructure development 

o Wildlife protection and management 

o Supply of wood 

o Artificial regeneration (plantation) 
 

THE COMPENSATORY AFFORESTATION FUND ACT, 2016 

 provide for the establishment of funds under the public accounts of India and the public accounts of each State. 

 It includes crediting the money received from the user agencies towards compensatory afforestation, additional 

compensatory afforestation, penal compensatory afforestation, net present value and all other amounts 

recovered from such agencies under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 

 It provides for constitution of an authority at the national level and at each of the State and Union territory 

Administration for the administration of the funds and to utilize the money. 

 The money can be used to undertaking artificial regeneration (plantations), assisted natural regeneration, and 

protection of forests, forest-related infrastructure development, Green India Programme, wildlife protection, 

and other related activities. 

Government steps to save Forest: 
 

1.Green India Mission 

 The National Mission for Green India (GIM) is one of the eight Missions outlined under the National Action 

Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

 It aims at protecting; restoring and enhancing India‘s diminishing forest cover and responding to climate 

change by a combination of adaptation and mitigation measures. 

 It envisages a holistic view of greening and focuses on multiple ecosystem services, especially, biodiversity, 

water, biomass, preserving mangroves, wetlands, critical habitats etc. along with carbon sequestration as a co-

benefit. 

 This mission has adopted an integrated cross-sectoral approach as it will be implemented on both public as 

well as private lands with a key role of the local communities in planning, decision making, implementation, 

and monitoring. 
 

2. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

 The government has merged National Mission for a Green India, which aims afforestation at 10 million 

hectares of land over the next decade, with MGNREGA to increase and improve the country's forest cover.  

 Modern technology like remote sensing is being used to monitor the progress of this initiative regularly.  

 Under MGNREGA, forest works such as pre-plantation, pit digging, planting and watering, fencing, plant 

support, and protection activities, weeding, mulching and manuring the plants among others can be 

undertaken for afforestation.  
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3.Ama Jungle Yojana 

 The Ama Jungle Yojana or my forest project is a scheme which focuses on forest restoration, promotion of 

sustainable management of forest by strengthening participatory forest management and improvement of 

livelihood of forest-dependent communities.  
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

 

KERALA TO BECOME THE FIRST SMOKE-FREE STATE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMNET - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Kerala is set to become the first smoke-free State with public sector oil companies eyeing 100% LPG penetration.  

 The target has almost been achieved in most villages, mofussil towns and cities in the State.  
 

More about the news: 

 LPG is being supplied beyond commercial considerations with the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana initiated by the 

Ministry of Petroleum. 

 With three bottling plants at Kochi, Kozhikode, and Kollam, LPG is being brought to 49.79 lakh customers 

through 308 distributors. 
 

Highest Penetration: 

 Kerala is one of the States with the highest penetration of LPG, which is transforming lifestyles. 

 The target has almost been achieved in most villages, towns and cities in the Kerala. 
 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana aims to provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections to poor 

households. 

 Eligible: Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a below poverty line family identified through the 

Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-free LPG connection with financial assistance of Rs 

1,600 per connection by the Centre. 

 Identification of household:Eligible households will be identified in consultation with state governments and 

Union territories. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 
 

objectives of the scheme are: 

 Empowering women and protecting their health. 

 Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel. 

 Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 

 Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused due to indoor air 

pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

UNCLOGGING OUR OCEANS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 There are many reports of divers regularly making underwater trips just to extract nets that have sunk to the ocean 

floor off India‘s coasts, ranging from Tamil Nadu to Maharashtra 

 The problem of ghost gear (any fishing equipment that has been lost, discarded or abandoned in water bodies) has 

grown from a fishing fallout that people had not heard of to one that is now difficult to ignore 
 

Threat to ocean species: 

 Between 2011 and 2018 alone, the Olive Ridley Project, a U.K. registered charity that removes ghost nets and 

protects sea turtles, recorded 601 sea turtles being entangled in ghost gear near the Maldives, of which 528 were 

Olive Ridleys . 
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 Other casualties worldwide include whales, dolphins, sharks and even pelagic birds 

 In 2016, over 5,400 marine animals belonging to 40 different species were recorded as entangled in ghost gear or 

associated with it 

 Ghost nets are often ‗ghost fishers‘ 

 Ocean currents carry them for thousands of km across the ocean floor, ensnaring, injuring and drowning marine life 

and damaging live corals along the way 
 

Impacts on Economy : 

 The consequences of overfishing, using nets of the smallest mesh size, and illegal fishing are worrying 

 Entire fishing communities are affected by these actions, especially in developing countries like India where the 

demand for fish keeps rising 
 

Tackle the problem of Ghost nets: 

 In countries like Canada and Thailand, fishermen retain their used nets; these are recycled into yarn to craft socks 

and even carpet tiles 

 A gear-marking programme is being tested in Indonesia so that the trajectory of gear if it drifts away, can be studied 

better 

 In one instance in India, ghost nets hauled from Kerala‘s Kollam have been used to pave roads 
 

Way forward: 

 India can emulate innovative solutions from across the world to tackle the problem of ghost gear 

 Efforts to carry out transformation over 7,500 km of India‘s coasts, as well as inland water bodies, are the need of 

the hour 

 Outreach and education among fishing communities would be crucial along with policy-level changes 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CITY RECORDS WORST POST-DUSSEHRA AIR QUALITY IN 4 YEARS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The air quality index in the city dipped to a four-year low a day after Dussehra. 

 The Air Quality Index (AQI) on Saturday dipped to 326, or the ‗Very Poor‘ category. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

Severe level of pollution : 

 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) maintained a A reading greater than 400 on the 5-level, colour-coded 

index,- indicates ‗severe‘ levels of pollution 

 Meriting emergency measures as per the Graded Response Action Plan prepared by the Environment Pollution 

(prevention and control) Authority. 
 

AQI of most part of the city: 

 AQI in most parts of the city is expected to be in the red, or the ‗very poor‘ category, over the next three days.  

 The AQI on Saturday was also the lowest recorded for October, this year. 

 The AQI for Delhi on the days preceding Dussehra this year was 276, 297 and 313 on October 19, 18 and 17 

respectively. 
 

Key sources of Pollution: 

 Road dust and pollution from transport 

 Dussehra sees an additional load of pollution from the burning of effigies. 

 Several studies over the years have shown that unfavourable wind and increased humidity accentuates the effect 

from local sources of pollution in Delhi. 

○ Rain-bearing western disturbance near Jammu and Kashmir had raised humidity levels over Delhi as well 

as depressed wind speeds compared to Friday. ―This significantly contributes to the haze observed over 

the city‖. 

 The burning of paddy stalk from neighbouring Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 

 

National Air Quality Index: 

 This index is launched under Swacch Bharat Abhiyan in 2014 

 Aim is ‗one number- one colour-one description‘ for the common man to judge the air quality within his vicinity 

Air quality is declared in 6 categories 

 Key Pollutants: 

 Nitrogen oxide, Sulphur dioxide, PM2.5, PM 10, Ozone, Carbon monoxide, Ammonia, Lead 

There are six AQI categories, namely Good, Satisfactory, Moderately polluted, Poor, Very Poor, and Severe.  

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

THE LOWDOWN ON NCR‟S AIR QUALITY [ EDITORIAL / OPINION ] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Recently, figures released by the Union Health Ministry showed the total emissions of Particulate Matter (PM) less 

than 2.5 micrometre in diameter increased by 15% in 2018, compared to 2010. 

 Government figures show the levels of PM 2.5, a known carcinogenic, have gone up, with the transport sector 

contributing 40%, and wind-blown dust from road and other sources 21.5%. 

 Further, the Central Pollution Control Board said PM 10 levels mid-week this time stood at 326.8 micrograms per 

cubic metre, three times higher than the prescribed limit. 
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Key sources of  Air pollution: 

 Dropped wind speed 

 change in the direction of wind to northwest bringing in pollution from stubble- burning in Punjab and Haryana, 

 increasing vehicular traffic owing to the festive season, 

 lowered temperature, 

 garbage dumping and 

 waste burning 
 

Winter Air will turn more toxic: 

 Anumita Roychowdhury, executive director, Research and Advocacy, Centre For Science and Environment has 

given certain warnings. 

 She has warned that winter air will turn more toxic soon. She asserted that this would happen due to toxic 

emissions from vehicles, industrial units, waste-burning, land-fill fires, and dust from construction and roads and 

stubble- burning. 

Health impacts: 

 The present air quality has become a threat to the people. High pollution levels directly harm skin.  

 It can cause watering of eyes and nose.  

 Smaller particles less than 2.5 micron can directly enter our body through the respiratory pathway. 

 Immediate symptoms: 

 breathlessness, cough 

 fever and even choking sensation.  

 Our nervous system also gets affected and we may have headache and dizziness.  

 Nausea and vomiting may occur. 

 Studies have shown direct harmful effect of pollution on our heart also. 
 

Steps taken by Government: 

 Delhi has brought in a graded action plan for emergency response.  

 The plan includes shutting of the Badarpur thermal power station  

 water sprinkling and mechanised sweeping of select roads.  

 The Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority has also asked all agencies to enforce the graded 

response action plan.  
Source:- The Hindu 

 

AIR POLLUTION WEAKENS YOUR BONES, SHOWS RECENT STUDY 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

Context: 

As the country observed World Osteoporosis Day on 20 october, doctors suggested early diagnosis, regular exercise and 

healthy diet are what people should follow to avoid occurrence of the bone disease in later stages of life. 
 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 

 
Context: 

As the country observed World Osteoporosis Day on 20 october, doctors suggested early diagnosis, regular exercise and 

healthy diet are what people should follow to avoid occurrence of the bone disease in later stages of life. 
 

More about Osteoporosis: 

 Osteoporosis is a disease of bones that makes them lose their strength, increases the risk of bone breakage, 

following a small bump or an unexpected fall.  

 The broken bones are also known as fractures which occur because of less strength and are called as fragility 

fractures.  

 Osteoporosis could be caused due to lack of lower peak bone mass. 

  This bone loss increases after menopause because of lower levels of estrogen.  

 It could also occur due to certain diseases including hyperthyroidism, kidney diseases, surgical removal of ovaries 

and anorexia. 

 
No early symptoms: 

 There are no such symptoms in the early stages of bone loss. But once your bones have been weakened by 

osteoporosis 

 signs and symptoms that include — back pain, caused by a fractured, loss of height over time and a bone fracture 

that occurs much more easily than expected. 

 Till the age of 50-55 men are more at risk of developing these diseases. But menopause in women worsens the 

equation. 

 women become more at risk of arthritis and osteoporosis 
 

Bad air is bad for your bones: 

 Recent research shows pollution accelerates the process of bone deterioration, say doctors. 

 Air pollution has been linked to increase in worsening of bone diseases and their symptoms.  

 Elderly people who are more frequently exposed to air pollutants from vehicular and industrial emissions 

experience faster bone loss and thus, higher risk of bone fractures. So,  

 As the bones become weaker, there is a higher risk of a fracture following a fall or even a fairly minor knock. 

  
Source:- The Hindu 
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AS GROUNDWATER DEPLETES, DROUGHT LOOMS OVER STATE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The government‘s groundwater surveys and development agency (GSDA) has warned of a water scarcity in 11,487 

villages of 167 tehsils in the State of Maharashtra. 

 Maharashtra is facing a serious situation in October itself. Water level has considerably dropped. 

Highlights of the Report: 
 

1.Decrease in Groundwater level: 

 The study of the groundwater level (in comparison to the level in October in the last five years) has shown that of 

the 353 tehsils in the State, 13,984 villages in 252 tehsils have shown a decrease by more than one metre. 

 3,342 villages have shown the drop by more than three metres, 3,430 villages have recorded between two and 

three meters, and the drop in 7,212 villages is between one and two metres 
 

2. Number of Tankers Supplying water increase: 

 Between October 15 and 21, 380 tankers were used across the State, against 91 tankers in the corresponding 

period last year. 

 A week prior to that the number was 354, and 329 tankers were used in the first week of October. 

 

3. Water storage in Dams drops:  

 Water storage in dams in Marathwada region has reduced to merely 24.45% compared to 69.77% last year 

 water storage in all dams across the State has come down to 62.17% against 76.32% in 2017. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

WHERE GANGA MEETS THE BAY OF POLLUTION 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 A paper Titled Pollution and its consequences at Ganga Sagar mass bathing in India‘, published recently in the 

journal Environment, Development and Sustainability; noted a sharp deterioration in water quality parameters 

between the pre-mela and post-mela period. 

 

Increase in number of pilgrims: 

 The Study noted an exponential increase in the number of pilgrims coming to the Ganga Sagar Mela, which takes 

place at the Sagar Island every year during Makar Sankranti, has been responsible for the worsening water pollution 

 The number of pilgrims descending on the Sagar Island to take a dip at the place where the Ganga meets the Bay of 

Bengal, has risen from 2 lakh in 1990 to 20 lakh in 2018. 
 

Health effects: 

 Ganga Sagar mass bathing and wornsening water pollution prompting scientists to raise serious concerns about the 

likely outbreak of several diseases. 

 A health survey was conducted with the local people… it found that diseases like cholera, dysentery, and skin 

disease were predominant in the post-Ganga Sagar Mela period. 
 

 

Concerns: 

 One of the authors of the paper, Tuhin Ghosh from the School of Oceanographic Studies at Kolkata‘s Jadavpur 

University, said the focus of the administration is mostly on managing the mela, and that it should also manage 

the pollution with sustainable strategies. 

 Several studies have shown that the island is at the frontline of climate change, facing serious erosion due to 

rising sea level and tidal surges. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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SC MOVES TO MAKE FESTIVALS LESS NOISY 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday struck a balance between the interests of the firecracker industry and the right to 

public health, allowing the manufacture and sale of only ―green‖ and reduced-emission or ―improved‖ crackers, 

while banning those that are loud and toxic to man, animal and the environment. 

 The court held that only green or improved crackers would be used during religious festivals and other occasions, 

including weddings. 
 

 

 
 

Background: 

 This  ban came on the basis of a petition filed by two infants — a six-month-old and 14-month-old . 

○ They said the air pollution caused by various factors, especially firecrackers, made Delhi a gas chamber.  

○ They pleaded for their right to life 
 

Highlights of the Judgement: 

 Article 25 (right to religion) is subject to Article 21 (right to life). If a particular religious practice is threatening the 

health and lives of people, such practice is not entitled to protection under Article 25. 

 Justice Sikri observed - Our endeavour is to strive at balancing of two rights, namely, right of the petitioners under 

Article 21 and right of the manufacturers and traders under Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution. 
 

Prescribed Time limit: 

 The judgment reduced the time for bursting crackers during Deepavali and other festivals to two hours: between 8 

p.m. and 10 p.m.  

 For Christmas and New Year, the time slot allowed is half-an-hour, between 11.55 p.m. and half-past midnight. 

 The reduced time limit is applicable across the country. 
 

Regulating sale: 

 The court banned the manufacture, sale and use of joined firecrackers (series crackers or ‗laris‘), holding that they 

caused huge air, noise and solid waste problems.‖ 

 The sale of green and improved crackers would be only through licensed traders. 

 Court also banned online sale through e-commerce websites. 

 Any e-commerce company found selling crackers online will be hauled up for contempt of court, and the court 

may eventually also pass orders of monetary penalties. 

Ban on certain chemicals: 

 The use of Barium salt which is used to give only attractive green colour, but emits poisonous gas causing 

respiratory problem has been banned by the Court. 

 Aluminum is used as fuel in fireworks to give white brilliant sparkle. Aluminium may cause skin problems. 
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 The Court has also directed Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organization (PESO) to review the clinical 

composition of fireworks, particularly reducing Aluminium content. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 

 

CSIR DEVELOPS GREEN CRACKERS AND E-CRACKERS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 
 

Context: 

 CSIR scientists has developed Less Polluting Firecrackers which are not only environment friendly but 15-20 % 

cheaper than the conventional ones 

 These crackers have been named as SWAS, SAFAL and STAR. 

 It has unique property of releasing water vapour and /or air as dust suppressant and diluent for gaseous emissions 

and matching performance in sound with conventional crackers. 
 

I. SWAS (Safe Water Releaser) 

 SWAS crackers eliminates usage of (KNO3) Potassium nitrate and Sulphur with consequent reduction in particulate 

matter (30-35%) SO2 and NOx. 

 It has matching sound intensity with commercial crackers in the range of 105-110 dBA. 

 STAR eliminates usage of KNO3 and S with consequent reduction in particulate matter (35-40%), SO2 and NOx. It 

has matching sound intensity with commercial crackers in the range of 105-110 dBA. 

 SWAS has been tested for shelf life upto 3 weeks with consistent performance. 
 

II. SAFAL (Safe Minimal Aluminium) 

 SAFAL has minimal usage of aluminium (only in flash powder for initiation) with consequent significant reduction 

in particulate matter(35-40 %) compared to commercial crackers. 

 It has matching sound intensity with commercial crackers in the range of 110-115 dBA. 

 PESO has been approached to analyse and test SWAS/STAR/SAFAL from point of view of safety, stability and 

other related issues. 

 Also functional prototypes of flower pots for substitution of BaNO3 (Barium nitrate) by low cost eco-friendly 

materials have been developed with significant reduction in particulate matter (30-35%). 
 

III. STAR (Safe Thermite Cracker) 

 STAR has the capability to eliminate the usage of KNO3 and S with a consequent reduction in particulate matter 

(35-40 per cent), SO2 and NOx. 

 

 

 

 

Petroleum and Explosive safety Organisation (PESO) 

 PESO is the apex department to control and administer manufacture, storage, transport and handling of 

explosives, petroleum, compressed gases and other hazardous substances in India. 

 It functions under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. 

 It is headed by Chief Controller of Explosives 

 It is headquartered at Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

 It is responsible for the administration of a host of laws pertaining to the regulation of explosives. These include 

the Explosives Act, 1884; the Inflammable Substances Act, 1952 and the Explosives Rules, 2008. 

 The PESO has been testing samples of crackers only for adherence to the sound limit of 125 decibels at a 

distance of four meters. 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

E-Crackers 

 CSIR-CEERI, being an electronics laboratory, is developing safe and pollution free technology of electronic 

crackers (E-crackers) to meet latent social aspiration of enjoying fireworks. 

 It includes various products like E-Ladi, E-Anar, system for E-cracker show etc. At present CSIR-CEERI is ready 

with the laboratory level prototype of E-Ladi. 

 E-Ladi is based on high-voltage electrostatic discharge to generate light/sound effect. 

 It is triggered by providing heat to the thermal switch which will give the excitement of firing the conventional 

cracker. 

 The E-Ladi is also programmable to give various light/sound effect. 

 
 

Working of E-Ladi 

 High voltage generator is capable of producing very high voltage using the concept of tesla coil. 

 These pods are connected in parallel to achieve desired light/sound pattern. 

 The controller block consists of a pulse generator and a solid state device based circuit to control the switching of 

these pods. 

 The second version of this prototype will include compact form factor and thermal actuation arrangement. 
 

Other developments 
CSIR-NEERI has also planned to use area source control through development of new systems called PURE-WAYU as also 

photochip material for local dust control. 
Source:- PIB 

 

APEX COURT SHOCKED OVER „VANISHING‟ ARAVALLI HILLS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday expressed shock over the disappearance of 31 hills in the Aravalli area of 

Rajasthan. 

 Ordered the Rajasthan government to stop illegal mining in a 115.34-hectare area in Aravalli hills within 48 hours. 
 

 

Disappearance of  31 hills and Dust storm in Delhi: 

 Supreme Court appointed central empowered committee(CEC) - told the court that 31 out of 128 hills in Aravalli 

region in Rajasthan have vanished in the last 50 years due to massive illegal mining. 

 The court said, The disappearance of hills in Rajasthan could be one reason for the rise in pollution levels in Delhi 

 The court said the state has miserably failed to protect the hills and allowed mining companies to carry out their 

operation for getting royalty at the cost of destruction to nature. 

 The court said disappearance of hills in bordering area of Delhi might be one reason for growing pollution level 

and dust storm in Delhi as the hills, which earlier blocked the flow of pollution to Delhi, have disappeared. 
 

CAG Report : 

 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report on the month of February this year, said Rajasthan‘s mines 

department granted, renewed and extended mining leases violating Supreme Court‘s orders against mining in the 

Aravali mountain range. 
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 The report said environmental issues related to mining were not given attention by the department and Rajasthan 

State Pollution Board. 

 Rajasthan government failed to check illegal mining which exposes workers to life-threatening health hazards. 

 Illegal mining in Rajasthan which has a rich reserve of copper, lead, zinc, rock phosphate, soapstone, silica sand, 

limestone, marble and gypsum in the Aravalli mountain range has razed several hills over the years. 
  

Decreasing vegetation cover: 

 A study by Udaipur University found that the vegetation cover of the Aravallis has decreased from 80% at the 

beginning of the 20th century to just 7% in 2001.  

 Wildlife Institute of India in the latter half of 2016, describes the forest area in the Aravallis as the ―most 

degraded‖ in the country.  

○ According to this study, human settlement across the entire Aravalli range has increased by 158% in 26 

years, from 247 sq km in 1980 to 638 sq km in 2016.  

○ The area taken up by industries has gone up from nil to 46 sq km. 

 The Aravallis are ecologically sensitive and important zones for a diverse set of species and also prevent or used 

to, at least the desertification of the National Capital Region (NCR). 
 

Source:- Times of India 
 

 

 

CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AMONG BRICS 

NATIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed among 

the BRICS Nations on Environmental Cooperation.  

 The MoU was signed during the 10th BRICS Summit in July, 2018 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 

Co operation: 

 The MoU identifies the following stress of cooperation: 

 Air quality; 

 Water; 

 Biodiversity; 

 Climate Change; 

 Waste Management; 

 Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals; 

and 

 Other areas of cooperation as mutually agreed upon by the Participants. 

Details: 

 The MoU will enable establishment and promotion of closer and long-term, cooperation between the BRICS 

countries in the field of environment protection and management of natural resources on the basis of equity, 

reciprocity and mutual benefits. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding is expected to bring in the latest technologies and best practices suited for 

bringing about better environment protection, better conservation, and better management of climate change and 

wildlife protection/conservation. 

 The MoU shall facilitate exchange of experiences, best practices and technical knowhow through both public and 

private sectors among the participating BRICS nations and shall contribute to sustainable development, protection 

and preservation of Environment. 

 The Memorandum of Understanding also provides the possibility to have projects in areas of mutual interest. 
Source:- PIB 
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AIM AND SHOOT FOR A CITIZEN-SCIENCE REPOSITORY OF INDIAN MAMMALS 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

Context: 

 Scientists from the National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore have come up with a new citizen-

science repository on Indian mammals, called Mammals of India (MaOI). 

 It  is an online, peer-reviewed, freely-accessible portal that was launched late September 2018. 
 

Mammals of India(MaOI): 

 It is an online, peer- reviewed, freely-accessible portal 

 which aims to develop individual species pages for all Indian mammals with information on identification, 

variation, distribution, breeding and non-breeding ecology and species conservation. 

 The website, www.mammalsofindia.org provides an opportunity to any person to upload geotagged photographic 

observations about mammals with information on habitat age of the observed individual. 

 Over time, these observations will be reviewed by subject experts and uploaded on the website. 

 By October 25, as many as 768 images, of 161 species of mammals, were uploaded. 

 It is a first such repository of Mammals in India. 

Biodiversity Atlas (India project). 

 Under the project, a popular citizen-science website on butterflies of India www.ifoundbutterflies.org had got to 

55,000 reference images in eight years. 

 Under the same project websites dedicated Moths of India, Cicacds of India, Odonatas of India (dragonflies and 

damselflies) , Reptiles of India, Amphibians of India and Birds of India are operational. 
 

Significance of MaOI: 

 So far, there was no portal exclusively for mammals, so these photographic records will help in having 

distribution map of mammals in the country. 

 The photographs will not only help gather information on the distribution of the various species but also 

interactions between different species of mammals, like predation and mutualism. 

 Researchers believe that this initiative will also make more information available about lesser known mammals of 

the country. 

 In one month, this citizen-science initiative has seen photographs of rare species such as Red Serow from 

Manipur, Lynx (a species of wild cat from Jammu and Kashmir), Asian Golden Cat from Arunachal Pradesh and 

Binturong/ bear cat, from Arunachal Pradesh being shared for the benefit of researches and public alike. 

 As per current estimates, 426 species of mammals are found in India; of them 47 species are endemic to the 

Indian subcontinent. Along with well known species, the mammals of 100 species of rats and 126 species of bats 

and 24 species of whales or dolphins. 

 It being shared for the benefit of researches and public alike. Researchers said that this initiative will also make 

more information available about lesser known mammals of the country. 

 The website provides an opportunity to any person to upload geotagged photographic observations about 

mammals with information on habitat age of the observed individual. 

 These observations will be reviewed by subject experts and uploaded on the website. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

OUR TIME BEGINS NOW [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mammalsofindia.org/
http://www.ifoundbutterflies.org/


 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

Context: 

 Even at the time of its signing in 2015, it was clear that the Paris Agreement on climate change would not be enough 

to avoid global warming of 1.5° C over pre-industrial temperatures. 

 In fact, early analyses revealed that the collective effect of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) would 

result in 3-5° C of warming. 

 More recently, there has been mounting pressure on India to raise its pledges further. 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on 1.5° C has come at a time when there are multiple 

alarms for India. 

 Another study in Nature Climate Change identifies India as the country with the most expected damage from rising 

levels of carbon dioxide. 
 

India and Global scenario: 

 India‘s NDC is already ambitious and it has made decisive changes in its energy sector. 

 Meanwhile, the U.S. has pulled out of the climate treaty, and the support of Australia and Brazil teeters on the 

outcome of their respective elections. 

 Some countries are also doing less than they claim.  

 According to a study, with aviation, shipping and trade counted, the U.K. has made no reduction to its greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

Socio - Economic Challenge: 

 India has two complex and inter-related problems; to bring a vast population out of poverty and into decent lives, 

while dealing responsibly with the global carbon challenge and building resilience to climate change. 

 India ranks 130 among nations in the Human Development Index. 

 In spite of remarkable recent improvements, India still has 364 million living in multidimensional poverty. 

 Nearly a third (27.5%) are multidimensionally poor and about a fifth (19.1%) are vulnerable to becoming poor. 

 Almost half the country is therefore at high risk from events such as loss of a job or ill health of a family member. 

 Combined with damage from a severe cyclone, flood or drought, each subsequent shock will have a multiplier 

effect on hundreds of millions, potentially pushing them deeper into poverty. 

 Add to this the current rural distress and the large youth bulge with few job prospects, and the country is in dire 

straits. 

 It is clear that past development frameworks have not improved well-being across social strata. 

 Evidence indicates that economic growth has gone hand-in-hand with rising inequality and the creation of a small 

but powerful class of the super-rich. 
 

Sustainable development goals are crucial: 

 To deal with these complex challenges it is needed to deepen and expand India‘s commitment to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

 Only the transformative and cross- scale changes can realise the synergies of meeting SDGs, reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions and adapting to a changing climate. 

 Further, ―scaling up‖ may not be the correct way for size and diversity of India rather, relevant modifications and 

local and institutional innovation will be more appropriate. 

 India has a large number of successful examples of transformative innovation around energy production and access, 

land, livelihoods and climate resilience. 
 

What we are done? 
 

1.Infrastructure: 

 The Bureau of Energy Efficiency showed how government ‗nudges‘ are made effective through appliance 

labelling and large-scale procurement of efficient devices. 

 In the building and cement industry, innovation around housing and new materials, including natural fibre 

composites, could make far-reaching changes in infrastructure through low-carbon modular technologies. 
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2.Affordable and Clean energy: 

 India expects to reach its ambitious solar target of 100 GW capacity by 2022 primarily through large centralised 

solar power plants. 

 To achieve these targets, significant amounts of land, water and evacuation infrastructure and support from 

mega-corporations is required. 

 Some States have shown, renewable-based microgrids can become an important feature of electricity policy. 

 Jharkhand, which has 249 remote villages powered by solar microgrids, is now considering their use even in 

villages that are already grid connected. 

 With modern power electronics and innovations in hybrid waste to energy, water recycling and community 

gardens could be integrated into larger grids. 

 Sustainable approaches to land are evident in cases such as forest conservation in Mendha-Lekha village in 

Maharashtra and community delivery of public services in Nagaland. 

 These and several other instances are documented in initiatives such as Vikalp Sangam. 

 India has for long had strongly rooted cultural movements about living sustainably with land and its ecology that 

provide  practical models. 

3.Sustainable Agriculture: 

 Agro-ecology methods are best suited for increasing crop yield, raising profits, trapping soil carbon, reducing 

dependence on fertilisers and pesticides. 

 Successful models are already effective in some states, one such example is ―Zero Budget Natural Farming‖ of 

Andhra Pradesh. 

 If similar methods were used for the entire country, the savings would be substantial. 
 

Way forward: 

 The state action plans on climate change now being developed might begin with identifying successful 

development approaches overlaid with expected climate impacts in each ecological zone. 

 Large investments are needed to make the transitions in each sector that would take the country to a near zero-

carbon economy. 

 The shortage of external support and the need for rapid deployment, India will not be able to rely entirely on 

external funds. 

 Some of this could instead be financed through a ‗luxury‘ carbon tax that curbs non-essential consumption. 

 Savings can also be expected from the economic and social transformation itself. 

 Political pressure and activism across the globe may soon turn the tide in other countries, but India needs to 

begin now with its enormous untapped successes. 

 We cannot be pressured from outside, but need to change from within. 
Source:- The Hindu 

MIGRATORY BIRDS START ARRIVING AT CHILIKA, BUT NUMBERS ARE DOWN 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 
 

Context: 

 Migratory birds have started arriving at the wetlands of Odisha‘s Chilika Lake — one of the largest wintering 

grounds in Asia, but not in their usual numbers this year. 

 The arrival of migratory birds is awaited with the onset of winter every year. This year, however, fewer winged 

visitors have descended on the mudflats of the lake. 

 One million birds congregate on the mudflats of the lake during winter. 

 The lake, spread over 1,000 sq km, is home to 230 bird species, out of which 97 are intercontinental migrants 

from the Artic and Eurasian regions. 

 The lake has been a designated Ramsar site (a wetland of international importance) since 1981. 
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Rain-induced flooding: 

 The Nalabana Bird Sanctuary and Mangalajodi, the two major places where the birds congregate, also have not 

received the usual numbers. 

 Many migratory birds are flying in v-shape over Chilika and assessing the situation. Once the mudflats are 

exposed, birds will descend in lakhs. 

 One of the reasons behind the low turnout is the flooding after incessant rain triggered by cyclone Titli that hit the 

Odisha coast in the second week of October. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

AS CAPITAL CHOKES, CENTRE TALKS PROSECUTION 
GS PAPER -03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 
 

Context: 
The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) recorded the overall Air Quality Index of Delhi at 341  on Saturday morning. 

The deteriorating air quality may soon enter the 'severe' category. 
 

Deteriorating air Quality: 

 The overall Air Quality Index of the national capital was recorded at 341 which falls in the very poor category, 

the highest of this season and just points below severe pollution level. 

 A thick haze due to smog engulfed the national capital which recorded the worst air quality of this season. 
 

Causes for further Dip in air quality: 

 Nearly 20%-30% of the dip in Delhi‘s air quality on Friday and Saturday was due to crop burning in Punjab and 

Haryana 

 localised factors like construction dust, vehicular pollution . 

 Fugitive dust from construction and demolition (C&D) work is also said to be a major reason for air pollution in 

Delhi-NCR.  
 

Recommendations: 

 The CPCB and the Centre-run System of Air Quality Forecasting and Research issued separate advisories 

recommending people to avoid strenuous outdoor activities, wear masks and minimise the use of private 

vehicles. 

 A Central Pollution Control Board or CPCB-led task force has recommended to the Supreme Court-appointed 

Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) stringent measures from November 1 to 10. Diwali falls on 

November 7. 

 The task force has asked people to avoid outdoor strenuous activities and minimise use of private vehicles. 

 Task force also asked shut down of coal and biomass factories, intensification of inspection by the transport 

department to check polluting vehicles and control traffic congestion in Delhi-NCR. 
 

Criminal prosecution against agencies: 
 The deteriorating situation, compounded by fears that it may deteriorate further next week due to localised 

emissions during festival and stubble burning, prompted Union Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan to 

announce that the government has decided to initiate criminal prosecution against agencies which do not comply 

with the directives to check air pollution. 
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Air quality Index: 

 The ministry of environment and forests launched a National Air Quality Index (AQI) . It will put out real time 

data about level of pollutant in the air and inform people about possible impacts on health. 

 The index classifies air quality simply as good, satisfactory, moderately polluted, poor, very poor, and severe. 

Each band is represented by a colour code to visually express the level of severity that people can grasp easily. 

 Eight pollutant have been taken into account to calculate AQI – Nitrogen oxide, Sulpher dioxide, PM2.5, PM 

10, Ozone, Carbon monoxide, Ammonia, Lead, 

 
 

Center Pollution Control Board (CPCB): 

 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

 It was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974. 

 CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1981. 

 It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 It Co-ordinates the activities of the State Pollution Control Boards by providing technical assistance and 

guidance and also resolves disputes among them. 

 

SAFAR: 

 SAFAR stands for System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research 

 It is a research program to build Air-Pollution mitigation strategies in consonance with nation‘s economic 

development 

 It is launched in greater metropolitan cities of India to provide location specific information on air quality in 

near real time 

 It has been combined with the early warning system on weather parameters 

 The ultimate objective of the project is to increase awareness among general public regarding the air quality in 

their city well in advance so that appropriate mitigation measures and systematic action can be taken up for 

betterment of air quality and related health issues. 

 SAFAR was developed indigenously by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune and 

operationalized by India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 It also will measure sun‘s UV-Index (UVI), PM1, Mercury and Black carbon in real time in addition to regular 

air quality and weather parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides, Carbon 

Monoxide. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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INDIA HOME TO TWO NEW GECKO SPECIES 
GS PAPER- 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 
 

Context: 

 Researchers including Vivek Philip Cyriac of the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research 

Thiruvanathapuram (IISER-TVM) were surveying reptiles in Kerala's Shola National Parks in 2013 when they came 

across a predominantly greyish-brown-coloured gecko. 

 The spot-necked day gecko and the Anaimudi day gecko, both very distinctly-patterned lizards found only in the 

higher reaches of the Agasthyamalai and Anamalai hill ranges in the Western Ghats, are the latest additions to India's 

reptile fauna. 
 

More about the news: 

 Both these diurnal geckos are currently known only from single localities in high-elevation forests located at more 

than 1,200 metres above mean sea level in the Ghats. There is a possibility that these day geckos could be present in 

the surrounding hills but more detailed surveys would be required to confirm this. 

 While mountain ranges in general have a rather high diversity of such day geckos, the ―accelerated environmental 

decline‖ that these regions face are a concern. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

SIBERIAN VISITORS FREEZE ASSAM-MEGHALAYA BORDER DISPUTE 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 
 

Context: 

 Amur Falcon breeds in south-eastern Siberia, Mongolia and Northern China before migrating in large flocks across 

India and over the Arabian Sea to winter in Southern Africa. 

 Its IUCN Conservation status is ―Least Concerned‖ 

 Doyang Lake near Pangti village in Nagaland‘s Wokha district is their stopover since 2010. 
 

 
Amur Falcon Festival: 

 The Tyrso Valley Wildlife Protection Society is an NGO formed by the villagers of the eponymous Meghalaya 

village adjoining Umru. 

 The group has been organising the Amur Falcon Festival since 2015 to celebrate the ―birds that have this back-of-

beyond area famous‖. 

 The festival is scheduled on fortnight before the birds are expected to soar for the next destination on their 

migration. 

 The Umru-Tyrso area, about 75 km northeast of Shillong, however, is a relatively recent pit stop for the Amur 

falcons. 

 The birds used to flock to Umwang, also in the Block II disputed area, from 1998-2009 before human interference 

made them shift base. 
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United for Conservation: 

 Umru is in Block II, one of 12 disputed areas along the Assam-Meghalaya border, since Meghalaya was carved out 

of Assam in 1972. 

 Assam claims the village is under Baithalangso Assembly constituency of East Karbi Anlong district while 

Meghalaya asserts it is under Mawhati Assembly constituency of its Ri-Bhoi district. 

 The 50-odd Gorkha households in the village prefer to be in Assam while the 30 Khasi tribal households want to be 

in Meghalaya. 

 But these disputes are forgotten when the village welcomes the falcons in mid-October, uniting to ensure a safe stay 

for the birds. 

 Both communities have made common cause in protection of the Amur falcons and have fixed a fine of Rs.25,000 

for anyone caught ensnaring or killing the birds. 
 

Changtongya Community Conservation Reserve: 

 The migratory birds earlier used to roost in very large numbers in the Changtongya Community Conservation 

Reserve but moved on to Pangti and Yaongyimchen, a lesser roosting site. 

 Efforts are on to revive the Changtongya area, about 100 km north of Pangti, for the migratory raptors. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

DELHI TOPS NATIONAL CHARTS IN BAD AIR QUALITY 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

 
 

Context: 
Fourteen out of the 20 most polluted cities in the world are in India as per figures compiled and released earlier this year by 

the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 

 

More about the news: 

 Climate Trends, an Indian group working on environmental issues picked up the same 14 cities to analyse the 

CPCB data in summer and winter months for a comparative analysis — just to put it in context with the WHO 

children‘s health report released on Monday which notes that 93% of the world‘s children under 15 years breathe 

polluted air. 

 It says Delhi tops the charts of bad air quality nationally. 

 The report says India faces the highest air pollution-related mortality and disease burden in the world with more 

than 2 million deaths occurring prematurely every year, accounting for 25% of the global deaths due to poor air 

quality. 

 ―This is as per the used data sets and it is important to note that for more than 20% of the days, the data was not 

available during the months of October 2017–January 2018,‘‘ the report states. 

 ―Most cities, unlike Delhi do not have an emergency response plan to tackle air pollution. While some of the cities 

like Patna and Varanasi have recently formulated action plans, there are none in place to issue advisories or 

mitigate the pollution at the source level instantly as in the case of the Graded Response Action Plan,‖ states the 

report. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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„INDIA AMONG NATIONS THAT FACE GRAVE DANGER TO SOIL BIODIVERSITY‟ 
GS PAPER - 03 ENVIRONMENT - Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment 

 
Context: 

 India‘s soil biodiversity is in grave peril, according to the Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas prepared by the World 

Wide Fund for 
 

Soil Biodiversity: 

 Millions of microbial and animal species live and make up soils, from bacteria and fungi to mites, beetles and 

earthworms. 

 Soil biodiversity is the total community from genes to species, and varies depending on the environment. 

 The immense diversity in soil allows for a great variety of ecosystem services that benefit the species that inhabit 

it, the species (including us) that use it, and its surrounding environment. 
 

Higher risk for India: 

 The WWF‘s ‗risk index‘ for the globe — indicating threats from loss of above-ground diversity, pollution and 

nutrient over-loading, over-grazing, intensive agriculture, fire, soil erosion, desertification and climate change. 

 Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence of micro-organisms, micro-fauna (nematodes and tardigrades for 

example), and macro-fauna (ants, termites and earthworms). 

 The findings were part of the bi-annual Living Planet Report 2018. 

 It shows India among countries whose soil biodiversity faces the highest level of risk. 

 Coloured red on the Atlas, these include Pakistan, China, several countries in Africa and Europe, and most of 

North America. 
 

Rising Ecological Footprint in India 

 Since 1960, the global ecological footprint has increased by more than 190%. 

 The two key drivers of biodiversity loss were the over exploitation of natural resources and agriculture, the WWF 

added in its report. 

 India‘s per capita ecological footprint is less than 1.75 hectares/person (which is in the lowest band, among 

countries surveyed). 

 However its high population made it vulnerable to an ecological crisis, even if per-capita consumption remained 

at current levels, the WWF warned. 
 

Other Threats 

 A key aspect of this year‘s report is the threat to soil biodiversity and pollinators such as bees. 

 150 million bee colonies were needed to meet the pollination requirements of about 50 million hectares of 

agricultural land in India, whereas only 1.2 million colonies are present. 

 The population of fish, birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles has dwindled by an average of 60% from 1970 to 

2014, and fresh-water species have declined by 83% in the same period. 

 Globally, the extent of wetlands was estimated to have declined by 87% since 1970. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Oil firms increase ATF prices by 7.25% 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY  - Effects of liberalisation on the economy  
 

Context: 

 oil marketing companies have increased the domestic Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices by 7.25% effective 

October 1. 

 This is on account of higher jet fuel prices in the international market coupled with the weakening of Indian 

rupee as against U.S. dollar (exchange fluctuation). 

 Freight charges have also contributed to the fuel prices. 
                                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 
 

GOVT. PUTS UDAY KOTAK IN CHARGE TO STEM IL&FS CRISIS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Mobilisation of resources 

Context: 

1. The Centre‘s move to supersede the Board of Directors of the troubled Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services 

(IL&FS) 

 

 
 

2. By explicitly stating its intent to ―ensure that needed liquidity is arranged for IL&FS from the financial system‖,  

the Centre has sent out an unambiguous message to the markets that it will not allow the company to fail.  

3. a lot of the turbulence witnessed in the debt and stock markets last week could have been avoided had the 

government acted earlier. 

Importance Of IL&FC: 

1. The company is listed as ―systemically important‖ by the Reserve Bank of India, and with over Rs 1,15,000 crore 

of assets and Rs 91,000 crore of debt, it is too big to fail 

2. The interlinkages between IL&FS and other financial sector entities such as banks, mutual funds and infrastructure 

players are too strong and the company would have taken them all down with it if it were allowed to fail 

Plan: 

1. Any rescue plan for the beleaguered company obviously had to begin with replacing the existing management that 

was responsible for mismanaging its affairs. 

2. a change in management and the appointment of experienced people should lend confidence to lenders and 

investors. 

Causes for failure: 

1. the problem appears to be one of liquidity and not solvency 

2. it is a classic case of over-leveraging, and an asset-liability mismatch caused by funding projects of 20-25 years 

payback period with relatively short-term funds of 8-10 years. 

Remarks: 

1. There is a felt need here for long-term finance sources for infrastructure projects. 
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2. The LIC and some insurance companies are the only domestic sources and they too do not lend beyond 10 to 12 

years. 

3. The Centre and the RBI should look at ways to deepen the debt markets where infrastructure players can borrow 

long-term. 

4. It also needs to be analysed how a company listed as ―systemically important‖ managed to fly under the radar with 

misgovernance. 

5. The debt pile-up due to over-leveraging did not happen overnight. How did the RBI, as the regulator, miss the 

goings-on? 

Way forward: 

 finalization of a restructuring plan 

 identification and valuation of assets 

 sale of the assets and repayment of outstanding loans. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

RBI STEPS IN TO EASE NBFC WOES 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - mobilization of resources 
 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to increase the single-borrower exposure limit of banks for non-

banking finance companies (NBFCs) which do not finance infrastructure, to 15% from the existing 10% of their 

capital funds. This would be effective till December 31. 

 The move must be read in the context of the IL&FS imbroglio-induced liquidity crisis in the system. 
 

 

IL&FS payment default 

 The central bank has been taking several initiatives, including intermittent open market purchase of government 

securities, ever since the occurrence of a series of payment defaults by IL&FS and its arms which had culminated in 

the Centre disbanding the entire board of the infrastructure company and appointing a new one in its place under the 

leadership of Uday Kotak. 

 The Reserve Bank has also permitted banks to use government securities, equal to their incremental outstanding 

credit to NBFCs, over and above their outstanding credit to them as on October 19,to meet the liquidity coverage 

ratio requirement. 
Source:- The Hindu 

ECB NORMS FOR OIL FIRMS EASED 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 
 

Context: 

With the rupee under pressure following rise in global crude oil prices, the Reserve Bank of India liberalised the norms for 

oil marketing companies (OMCs) to raise funds through external commercial borrowings (ECB). 
 

More about the news: 

 Oil companies can raise ECBs for working capital with a minimum average maturity of three to five years. 

 The central bank said the individual limit of $750 million or equivalent and mandatory hedging requirements as per 

the ECB framework have also been waived for borrowings.  

○ However, the overall ceiling for such ECBs is capped at $10 billion. 

 This will help in broadening the basket of borrowing sources for working capital. In a rising working capital 

scenario, a long term loan to meet the working capital would provide the much needed stability for fund 

management. 

 Doing away with the mandatory hedging will make loans cheaper and would also give it flexibility to hedge 

prudently based on market conditions. The flexibility of fixing tenor of the loans will also remove the concern and 

pressures of bunching of repayments. 
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External commercial borrowing (ECBs): 
 

 External commercial borrowing  are loans in India made by non-resident lenders in foreign currency to Indian 

borrowers. They are used widely in India to facilitate access to foreign money by Indian corporations and PSUs 

(public sector undertakings). 

 

Source:- The Hindu 

UDYAM ABHILASHA 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

Context: 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) launched National Level Entrepreneurship Awareness 

Campaign names Udyam Abhilasha. 
 

More about the news: 

 The campaign would create and strengthen cadre of more than 800 trainers to provide entrepreneurship training to 

the aspiring youths across these districts thus encouraging them to enter the admired segment of entrepreneurs. 

 SIDBI has partnered with CSC e-Governance Services India Limited, a Special Purpose Vehicle, (CSC SPV) set 

up by the Ministry of Electronics & IT, Govt. of India for implementing the campaign through their CSCs. 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) was set up on 2nd April 1990 under an Act of Parliament. 

 It acts as the Principal Financial Institution for Promotion, Financing and Development of the Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector as well as for co-ordination of functions of institutions engaged in similar 

activity 
 

 
 

Source:- PIB 
 

GI TAG FOR ALPHONSO FROM KONKAN 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Issues relating to intellectual property rights 
 

Context: 

 Alphonso from Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts of  Maharashtra, is registered as 

Geographical Indication (GI). 

 The king of mangoes, Alphonso, better known as ‗Hapus‘ in Maharashtra, is in demand in domestic and 

international markets not only for its taste but also for pleasant fragrance and vibrant colour. 
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 It has long been one of the world‘s most popular fruit and is exported to various countries including Japan, 

Korea and Europe. 

○ New markets such as USA and Australia have recently opened up. 
 

Geographical identification tag (GI Tag) 

 Geographical Indication is a genre of Intellectual Property. 

 GI tag is an insignia on products having a unique geographical origin and evolution over centuries with regards 

to its special quality or reputation attributes. 

 The status to the products marks its authenticity and ensures that registered authorised users are allowed to use 

the popular product name. 

 These could be naturally grown crops like Assam Chilies or manufactured products like Jaipur Pottery. 

 GI tags are given on the basis of the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999. 

 The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after which it needs to be renewed. 

 Violation of GI tags is punishable offence under law. 
 

Benefits: 

 Legal protection to the products 

 Prevents unauthorised use of a GI tag products by others 

 Helps consumers to get quality products of desired traits 

 Promotes economic prosperity of producers of GI tag goods by enhancing their demand in national and 

international markets. 

 The GI tag allows the producers of the objects to claim a premium for their products. Thus, it is financially 

beneficial to them. 

 The GI tag can also pique interest of consumers and thus raise demand for a product again benefiting the 

producer. 
 

legalities related to GI Tag: 

 It is covered as an element of intellectual property rights (IPRs) under the Paris Convention for the Protection 

of Industrial Property. 

 At international level, GI is governed by World Trade Organisation‘s (WTO‘s) Agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

 In India, GI registration is governed by the Geographical Indications of goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act, 1999 which came into force in September 2003. 
 

Facts: 

 Darjeeling tea was the first product to accorded with GI tag in India (2004).  

 There are a total of 325 products from India that carry this indication. 

                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                Source:- PIB 
 

INDIA SKILLS 2018 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 
 

Context: 

Recently India Skills 2018, the Country‘s biggest skill competition, concluded. 
 

More about the news: 

 India Skills 2018 was the second edition of the nationwide competition organized by the Ministry of Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship, Government of India to identify, recognize, promote and reward the best 

talents in various skills. 
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 23 states actively participated in organizing the competitions at the state and regional levels in which over 50 

thousand participants took part. 

 450 participants took part in the 3-day national level competition organized in New Delhi. 

 Besides 46 competition trades, there were 10 demonstration trades also. Some of winners of the competition of 

various trades will be given more training, before they are sent to represent India at the 45th WorldSkills 

Competition at Kazan, Russia in 2019. 

 A number of Divayangs also participated in the competition and the winners will take part at the World level in 

Abilympics in China. A large number of Corporates (over 100) supported the Government‘s efforts in organizing 

the India Skills 2018. 
Source:- PIB 

 

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Mobilisation of resources 
 

Context: 

Government of India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India, has decided to issue Sovereign Gold Bonds-2018-19. 

The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be issued every month from October 2018 to February 2019. 
 
 

More about the news: 

 SGBs are government securities denominated in grams of gold. They are substitutes for holding physical gold. 

Investors have to pay the issue price in cash and the bonds will be redeemed in cash on maturity. The Bond is 

issued by Reserve Bank on behalf of Government of India. 

 Persons resident in India as defined under Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 are eligible to invest in SGB. 

Eligible investors include individuals, HUFs, trusts,universities and charitable institutions. 

 The Bonds are issued in denominations of one gram of gold and in multiples thereof. Minimum investment in the 

Bond shall be one gram with a maximum limit of subscription of 4 kg for individuals. 

 The Bonds bear interest at the rate of 2.50 per cent (fixed rate) per annum on the amount of initial investment. 

Interest will be credited semi-annually to the bank account of the investor and the last interest will be payable on 

maturity along with the principal. 

 These securities are eligible to be used as collateral for loans from banks, financial Institutions and Non-Banking 

Financial Companies (NBFC). The Loan to Value ratio will be the same as applicable to ordinary gold loan 

prescribed by RBI from time to time. 

Benefits: 

 The quantity of gold for which the investor pays is protected, since he receives the ongoing market price at the 

time of redemption/ premature redemption. 

  The SGB offers a superior alternative to holding gold in physical form. 

 The risks and costs of storage are eliminated.  

 Investors are assured of the market value of gold at the time of maturity and periodical interest.  

 SGB is free from issues like making charges and purity in the case of gold in jewellery form.  

 The bonds are held in the books of the RBI or in demat form eliminating risk of loss of scrip etc. 
Source:- PIB 

 

POWER POLITICS AT PLAY [EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 The Central government has proposed a set of changes to the Electricity Act 2003. 

 This development takes place just a few months before the next general election. 

 The proposed amendments seek to enable a market transformation in electricity. 
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Aim of the Bill: 

 The changes to the Electricity Act 2003 are intended to increase reliability and reduce risk in the power sector. 

 In particular, the problem of failing on power purchase agreements (PPAs) is being taken up. 

 It is important to note that a power purchase agreements (PPA) is a contract between the one who generates 

electricity and one which is looking to purchase it. 

 Further, power purchase agreements (PPAs) are sometimes broken or renegotiated by distribution companies. 

These distribution companies are known as discoms. 

 This has led to changes in the cash flow of power plants, rendering them unprofitable. 

 In a few cases, this has led to investments in generation turning into non-performing assets. 

 This is, in turn, contributing to the ongoing bad loans crisis in public sector banks. 

 It is important to note that in India, consumers are not often charged the amount that their power actually costs. 
 

Effects: 

 The discipline of competing for customers will lead to improved supply and lower bills 

 India could have an electricity distribution sector with pockets of competition for wealthy consumers in a sea 

of monopoly inhabited by the poorest 

 Private suppliers could cherry-pick profitable locations and consumers; the state-owned incumbent supplier 

will be left with the obligation to serve low-paying consumers 

 This shift could be highly disruptive if the profit-making side is allowed to flee, without devising a transition 

pathway for the loss-making side of electricity 
 
 

Centralising Tendency: 

 The amendment proposes a re-formulation of the selection committee for State regulators, from a majority of 

State representatives to a majority of Central representatives. 

 The Centre will also gain more oversight on capacity addition. This oversight on capacity addition will be 

gained through the requirement of detailed project report submission to the Central Electricity Authority. 

 It is important to note that although there is no doubt that State performance has been poor on both fronts. But 

experts believe that the amendments reflect a clear choice of solution: redirect responsibility to the Centre 

instead of fixing the process in the States. 

 Centre may have access to enhanced tax revenues from electricity because it stands to gain from additional tax 

revenue from profitable new wires companies and private suppliers. Thus, as a consequence, the Centre could 

become a new fulcrum of redistribution from wealthy areas in wealthy States, to needy customers that are 

concentrated in a few States. 
 

Remarks: 

 Currently, India‘s electricity sector remains fraught with problems. 

 Disruptive change in Indian electricity may be needed, even inevitable. But the amendments risk placing the 

cost of disruption on the backs of the poorest, and shifts the potential for remedial measures to the hands of the 

Centre, rather than the States. 
 

Amendments to the Electricity Act, 2003 

The draft amendments to the Electricity Act, 2003 is finally out and it aims to keep at pace with the changing market 

dynamics, increasing renewable capacity and challenge of providing quality power supply. 

 Direct Benefit Transfer of Subsidy: Breaking the cycle of subsidy and losses incurred by the discoms, the Act has 

introduced DBT in electricity as well.  

 Separation of content & carriage: The long-pending demand to separate the infrastructure builder for power 

distribution to consumers and the licensee to supply has been introduced in the Act. This would entail more than 

one electricity supplier in an area and consumer will have options to choose their preferred electricity supplier. 

 Renewable Purchase Obligation: The draft Act has introduced Renewable Purchase Obligation and also defined 

penalty for defaulting on it. Hydropower has been defined under renewable source, but the size of projects isn‘t. The 

Act also aims to introduce one member from the ministry of new & renewable energy in the Central Electricity  
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Regulatory Commission, in place of a representative of department of consumer affairs. 

 Getting smarter: The Electricity Act for the first time has mentioned Smart Meter and Prepaid Meters and 

regulations related to the same, making it mandatory to install smart meter. 

 24*7 Power supply is an obligation: The draft amendments propose that 24X7 power supply is an obligation and 

the state electricity regulatory commission can penalise the power distribution company (discoms), if it fails to do 

so 

 Violation of PPA to be penalised: The Act said that, ―Violation of PPA will lead to penalties which may be as 

determined by the Appropriate Commission which may be fines which may extend to Rupees One crore per day, 

and, in case of licensees may also extend to suspension and cancellation of licence. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

IMF PROJECTS INDIA‟S GROWTH AT 7.3 PER CENT IN 2018 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY -  
 

Context: 

 India is projected to grow at 7.3 per cent in 2018 and 7.4 per cent next year, the IMF said Tuesday, predicting that 

the country will regain the tag of the world‘s fastest growing major economy this year, surpassing China with more 

than 0.7 percentage points. 

 In 2017, India had clocked a 6.7 per cent growth rate. In India, important reforms have been implemented in recent 

years, including the Goods and Services Tax, the inflation-targeting framework, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Code, and steps to liberalise foreign investment and make it easier to do business, the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) said in its latest World Economic Outlook (WEO) report. 
Source:- The Hindu 

DEADLY ROADS [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 The Road Accidents in India report of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for 2017 comes as a 

disappointment 

 By reiterating poorly performing policies and programmes, it has failed to signal the quantum shift necessary to 

reduce death and disability on the roads 
 

 

Highlights of the report: 

 It expresses concern at the large number of people who die every year and the thousands who are crippled in 

accidents,  

 The lack of progress in reducing traffic injuries is glaring, given that the Supreme Court is seized of the issue 

  SC has been issuing periodic directions in a public interest petition with the assistance of the Justice K.S. 

Radhakrishnan Committee constituted by the Centre.  

 Little has been done to fulfil what the Road Transport Ministry promises: that the Centre and the States will work 

to improve safety as a joint responsibility, although enforcement of rules is a State issue.  

  To claim a 1.9% reduction over the previous year is statistically insignificant,The data on the rate of people who 

die per 100 accidents show no decline. 

 Even more shocking is the finding that green commuters — cyclists/pedestrians — now face greater danger on 

India‘s roads, with a rise in fatalities for these categories of users of 37% and 29% over 2016, respectively. 
 
 

Institutions for road safety not adequate 

 Valuable time has been lost in creating institutions for road safety with a legal mandate, starting with an effective 

national agency 
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 The Road Safety Councils at the all-India and State levels have simply not been able to change the dismal record, 

and the police forces lack the training and motivation for professional enforcement 

 The urgent need is to fix accountability in government 

 Little has been done to fulfil what the Road Transport Ministry promises: that the Centre and the States will work 

to improve safety as a joint responsibility, although enforcement of rules is a State issue 
 

Way forward: 

 It is welcome that greater attention is being paid to the design and safety standards of vehicles, but such 

professionalism should extend to public infrastructure 

 This includes the design of roads, their quality and maintenance, and the safety of public transport, among others 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

INFLATION UP, INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT SLOWS  
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 
 

Context: 

From 3.69% in August the consumer price Inflation accelerated marginally to 3.77% in September where Inflation in food 

and beverages segment rose to 1.08% from 0.78% over the same period.  
 

Performance of other sector‟s: 

 From 4.88% to 4.64% the clothing and footwear segment saw Inflation slow down. 

 Housing segment Inflation slowed down from 7.59% to 7.07%. 

 Pan, tobacco and intoxicants sector saw inflation accelerating to 5.57% from 5.41%. 

 Industrial production slowed to a 10-month low of 4.3% in August, due in large part to a drastic deceleration in 

the manufacturing, mining, and consumer durables sectors, the data showed. 

 The starkest slowdown, however, was in the consumer durables sector, which saw growth come down to 5.2% in 

August from 14.36% in the previous month.  
                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 
 

OVERHAUL GDP NORMS: MPS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Growth DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT 

Context: 

 The current manner in which GDP is measured needs an overhaul as it provides an incomplete estimation of 

economic activity a/c to a report by the Estimates Committee of Parliament. 

 The current GDP and Gross Value Added measures have also been questioned by all stakeholders alike. 

 
 

Revamp GDP norms: 

 The report said the current measure of GDP did not incorporate the economic contributions of women in running 

households and maintaining accounts. 

 Nor did it have any measure of whether an increase in GDP resulted in an increase in happiness. 
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 Whereas any rise in GDP growth requires utilization of natural resources, their utilization and depletion is not 

taken into account while measuring GDP. 

 The Committee strongly recommends evolving indicators/parameters to gauge the environmental resource decay 

and replenishment. 
 

 

 

New avenues of GDP: 

 The report highlighted that the current GDP measure, doesn‘t take into account the increase in production due to 

other factors such as the change in quality of the output due to improvements in technology like artificial 

intelligence. 

 It noted that there was no mechanism to measure whether increase in GDP added to happiness, specifically, 

whether leisure helped in increasing GDP or vice versa. 

 The Committee strongly recommends the government to have mechanisms by coming up with new measures of 

GDP estimation and statistical measurement of other socio-economic factors. 
 Source:- The Hindu 

 

RUPEE SLIDES ON RISING CRUDE PRICES 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT. 
 

CONTEXT: 

 The rupee snapped its three-session gaining streak to end 26 paise lower at 73.83 against the dollar after crude 

prices rose amid intensifying geopolitical tensions 

 Dealers said a spurt in dollar demand from importers dragged down the domestic currency. 
 

Causes for raising crude oil prices: 

1. Demand for U.S. currency – The U.S. Federal Reserve has started raising interest rates which started pulling out 

investors from emerging markets like India. 

2. Rising oil prices – After imposing sanctions on Iran, the U.S. is building pressure on its allies to stop buying oil 

from Iran which is pushing up the crude oil prices. 

3.  Widening trade deficit – It hit a 5-year high in July, up 8.5 per cent month-on-month. This is mainly because of 

surging oil imports, which grew by over 57 per cent year-on-year. 

4. Slow growth in exports - While total imports jumped 28.81 per cent, exports only went up by 14.32 per cent year-

on-year. 

5. Widening Current Account Deficit - The combination of rising import bills and slow export growth has led to a 

worsening of India's current account deficit (CAD) exerting pressure on the rupee. 

6. Turkish crisis – The Turkish currency, Lira, lost more than 40% against the dollar on account of the country's 

deteriorating ties with the United States and concerns over Turkish President‘s increasing influence over the 

overheated economy. The fears of triggering a banking crisis on the well-connected financial system and its 

spillover impact in other emerging markets have strengthened the dollar. 

7. Trade war – The tensions between China and America due to tariffs imposed on Chinese imports by U.S. and 

vice-versa will impact the emerging markets like India. 

8. Likely sanctions on India due to India-Russia defence deal 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

TRADE DEFICIT SHRINKS TO 5-MONTH LOW 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Effects of liberalization on the economy 
 

CONTEXT: 

 India‘s trade deficit shrank to its lowest in five months in September, at $13.98 billion, even as exports contracted 

for the first time in as many months, according to official data released. 

 The data from the government‘s mid-year assessment of India‘s trade shows that merchandise exports registered a 

growth of 19.93% in rupee terms and 12.54% in U.S. dollar terms. 
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 The decline is entirely due to the base effect resulting from September 2017 being an abnormally high growth 

month of about 26% in dollar terms due to the imminent cut off then for drawbacks at pre-GST rates. 

 ―Imports in April-September 2018 exhibited a positive growth of 16.16% in U.S. dollar terms,‖ 

 The development may come in as a relief for the government which is already facing a rupee slide. 
 

Strong rise in export: 

 During September, the major commodity groups that saw a strong export growth included petroleum products 

(26.8%), organic and inorganic chemicals (16.9%), drugs and pharmaceuticals (3.8%) and cotton yarn/fabs./made-

ups, handloom products, etc. (3.6%) and plastic and linoleum (28.2%) in dollar terms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:- The Hindu 
 

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, and Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

India is planning to forge partnerships with private players to build out its strategic petroleum reserves within the coming 

year. 
 

Background: 

 India has built 5.33 million tons of underground reserves in three locations, including Padur, under an earlier phase 

that can meet 9.5 days of the country‘s oil needs.  

 The government purchased crude to fill the caverns in Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh and half of another facility 

in Mangalore in Karnataka, while leasing out the other half to Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. 

 Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves, which was formed in 2006, is scouting investors to fill the caverns at Padur. It 

will hold roadshows in New Delhi, Singapore and London this month to draw investors for the new caverns as well 

as filling the Padur facility. 
 

About SPR programme: 

 To ensure energy security, the Government of India had decided to set up 5 million metric tons (MMT) of strategic 

crude oil storages at three locations namely, Visakhapatnam, Mangalore and Padur (near Udupi).  

 These strategic storages would be in addition to the existing storages of crude oil and petroleum products with the oil 

companies and would serve as a cushion during any external supply disruptions. 

 In the 2017-18 budget, it was announced that two more such caverns will be set up Chandikhole in Jajpur district of 

Odisha and Bikaner in Rajasthan as part of the second phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trade deficit: 

 It means the value of imports of goods/services/investment incomes is greater than the value of 

exports. 

 It is sometimes also referred to as a Current account deficit. 

 The major contributor to India‗s Current Account Deficit (CAD) has been imports of Gold and 

Crude Oil. 
 

Recent steps taken by government: 

 In September, the Centre had hiked customs duty on 19 items including air conditioners, 

refrigerators, washing machines, footwear, ATF, etc. 

 The customs duty on electronic goods and telecom equipment was also hiked to 20 per cent 

from the 10 percent earlier this month. 
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 The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilities is being managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum 

Reserves Limited (ISPRL), a Special Purpose Vehicle, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Oil Industry 

Development Board (OIDB) under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas. 
 

Significance of SPR: 

 In 1990, as the Gulf war engulfed West Asia, India was in the throes of a major energy crisis. By all accounts India‘s 

oil reserves at the time were adequate for only three days. While India managed to avert the crisis then, the threat of 

energy disruption continues to present a real danger even today. 

 It is unlikely that India‘s energy needs will dramatically move away from fossil fuels in the near future. Over 80% of 

these fuels come from imports, a majority of which is sourced from West Asia. This is a major strategic risk and 

poses a massive financial drain for an embattled economy and its growing current account deficit. 

 To address energy insecurity, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government mooted the concept of strategic petroleum 

reserves in 1998. Today, with India consuming upwards of four million barrels of crude every day (January 2015 

figures), the case for creating such reserves grows stronger. 
Source:- PIB 

 

UPI TO FACILITATE INTEROPERABILITY AMONG PREPAID PAYMENT 

INSTRUMENTS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Mobilization of resources, Banking 
 

Context: 

 The Reserve Bank of India has released the guidelines for interoperability between prepaid payment instruments 

(PPIs) such as wallets and cards that will effectively allow users of popular payment wallets such as Paytm, 

Freecharge, Mobikwik, PhonePe and PayZapp, among others, to transfer money from one wallet to another. 
 

More about the Interoperability: 
 

 Interoperability allows compatibility between payment systems and once implemented, a user will be able to 

transfer funds between wallets and also from their wallets to bank accounts. 

 According to the guidelines, inter-operability among mobile wallets, and between bank account and e-wallet would 

be enabled through the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) system. 

 The inter-operability shall be facilitated to all KYC-compliant PPI accounts and entire acceptance infrastructure 
 

Significance: 

 This is progressive move for non-bank players and huge foundations to reach under-banked and unbanked with 

equally powerful payment product in league of debit/credit cards. 

 UPI would be accessible to large masses even those who are not banked or are under-banked. 

 It will boosting the e-wallet segment, would also ensure the safety and accuracy of the transfer of money by 

individuals from one wallet to another. 

 Currently, a mobile wallet does not allow customers to send or receive money from a wallet run by another 

company. 

 The guidelines would also ensure that not only the customer‘s money remains safe but when the transition happens 

from one e-wallet app to another, it reflects utmost speed and accuracy for the interoperability to be effective and 

efficient. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

CREATION OF FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT FUND (FIDF) 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Economics of animal-rearing 
 

Context: 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for 

creation of special Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tech.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/e-wallet


 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 

Benefits: 

 Creation of fisheries infrastructure facilities both in marine and Inland fisheries sectors. 

 To augment fish production to achieve its target of 15 million tone by 2020 set under the Blue Revolution, and to 

achieve a sustainable growth of 8% -9% thereafter to reach the fish production to the level of about 20 MMT by 

2022-23. 

 Employment opportunities to over 9.40 lakh fishers/fishermen/fisherfolk and other entrepreneurs in fishing and allied 

activities. 

 To attract private investment in creation and management of fisheries infrastructure facilities. 

 Adoption of new technologies. 
Source:- PIB 

 

IN THE NET [ EDITORIAL / OPINION] 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Mobilization of resources 
 

Context: 

 The steps taken by the Union government over the last few years to widen its tax base may finally be yielding 

some rewards. 

 The total number of tax returns filed in the country increased by over 80% over the last four financial years, 

according to data released by the Central Board of Direct Taxes on Monday: from 3.79 crores in 2013-14 to 6.85 

crores in 2017-18. 

 Further, the direct tax to GDP ratio rose to 5.98% in 2017-18, the highest it has been in the last 10 years. 

 The average income reported by individual and corporate taxpayers also witnessed a significant rise in the last 

three years. 

 With tax growth rate surpassing the growth in GDP, the tax buoyancy factor rose to 1.81. 
 

Steps taken to widen the direct tax base 

 Better gathering of information about sources of income 

 Ease of getting refunds 

 Lowering of various other tax compliance costs 
 

Tax collection: 

 The contribution of direct taxes to the total amount of taxes collected by the government, which is currently 

52.29%, is still below what it was when Narendra Modi became Prime Minister 

 The share of direct taxes has fallen every single year since 2013-14, except this year 

 It is also far too low when compared to its peak of over 60% in 2009-10 

 most of the rise in the total tax collection in the last few years has come from indirect tax collections. This year, 

direct tax collection increased at a higher rate compared to the collection of indirect taxes. 
 

Benefits of Direct tax: 

 It will help the government to lower regressive indirect taxes that impose a significant burden on the poor. 

 Direct taxes are also a better choice from the standpoint of economic efficiency as they help avoid the severe 

distortionary effects of indirect taxes such as the Goods and Services Tax.  
 

Way forward: 

 Amidst increasing global tax competition, India is likely to face pressure to bring down corporate tax rates if it 

wants to maintain its stature as an attractive investment destination.  

 Efforts to draft a new direct tax code, however, are yet to yield fruit due to bureaucratic delays. The government 

will do well to address this issue. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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INDIA SET TO BE THIRD LARGEST AVIATION MARKET 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc 

Context: 

 In its latest 20-year forecast for the aviation industry, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) has 

revealed that India will be the third largest aviation market globally  in 6 years. 

 India is now expected to be among the top three countries by 2024 from its current seventh position, according to 

global aviation body IATA. 

  India will take third place after the US, surpassing the UK around 2024 to become one of  the largest aviation 

market globally. 

 

 
 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) forecast - Trend: 

 The number of air passengers may double to 8.2 billion a year in 2037 

 The Asia-Pacific region will drive the biggest growth with more than half the total number of new passengers 

over the next 20 years coming from these markets.  

 The Asia-Pacific region is expected to see the fastest growth at the rate of 4.8%, followed by Africa (4.6%) and 

west Asia (4.4%). 

 China will displace the US as the world‘s largest aviation market in the mid-2020s. 

 Indonesia is expected to go from the world‘s tenth largest aviation market in 2017 to the fourth largest by 2030. 

 Thailand is expected to enter the tenth spot in 2030, replacing Italy. 

 By 2037, India is expected to add 414 million passengers to its existing 572 million passengers, the report added. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

A.P. RANKED FIRST, WITH 10.5% GROWTH 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - growth, development and employment. 
 

Context: 

 Andhra Pradesh has achieved the number one rank in the country with an average growth of 10.5% during the last 

four years. 

 It has surpassed many developed States such as Maharashtra and Gujarat following a ―focused approach‖ and 

setting high targets for itself. 
 

States ranking: 

 According to the State Planning Department, the average growth in the country stood at 7.3% during the last four 

years. 

 Andhra Pradesh is the only State to clock the double-digit growth rate. 

 While Telangana has slipped to the second place, Maharashtra is ranked sixth. Punjab is placed 14th and 

Karnataka third. 
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Double digit Growth: 

 The growth in Andhra Pradesh was 9.2% in 2014-15, the year of bifurcation. Later, it was ranked second. In the 

subsequent year, it achieved a double-digit growth of 10.6% though its rank had slipped to the 4th place. 

 Gujarat, which is considered the most developed State, registered a growth of 10.5% in 2014-15. But it slipped to 

10.1 in 2016-17. The data pertaining to 2017-18 is not available. 

 Telangana, which registered 6.8% growth in 2014-15 could achieve 10.4% in 2017-18 
 

Per capita Income: 

 The Per Capita Income (PCI) also increased by more than Rs. 40,000 during 2017-18 in the State, which started 

its journey with ―the lowest PCI of Rs. 93,903‖ in the southern States. 

 Compared with the all-India PCI of Rs. 1.13 lakh in 2017-18, there is a quantum jump in the State‘s PCI in 2017-

18 and 2015-16. 

 The All India PCI was Rs. 1.04 lakh in 2016-17 and Rs. 95,000 in 2015-16. The PCI of Haryana, Maharahstra, 

Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, and Gujarat was high as they touched or crossed the Rs. 1.81 lakh mark. But the 

increase was not on a par with that of A.P 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

DEPRECIATING RUPEE COMES AS NO SOLACE TO EXPORTERS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY -  Effects of liberalization on the economy 
 

Context: 

 Exports contracted by 2.34% in September, albeit on a high base, despite the rupee averaging more than 72 a dollar 

during that month. 

 Over August and September, when the rupee averaged 70.8 per dollar, India‘s average export growth stood at 

8.5%. Compare this to the 16.8% export growth rate in the same period of the previous year, when the rupee 

averaged a much stronger 64.2 to the dollar. 

 A combination of higher input costs, uncertainty over tariffs, and the fact that the government has said it would not 

be refunding them the Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) they have paid, has meant that exports contracted 

in September for the first time in six months. 
 

Concerns of exporters: 

 Exporters in India are not happy with the current policy and exchange rate situation even though they should be 

cheering the depreciating rupee. 

 A depreciating rupee should ideally be good for exporters, since it means that India‘s exports are relatively 

cheaper than they were before. 

 However, export bodies such as the Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) have said that this benefit 

is not passing through to exporters. 

 According to FIEO, the depreciation has resulted in an increase in the cost of imported capital goods, inputs and 

various services used by exporters paid in foreign currency. 

 Apart from this, the exporters say that depreciating currencies in some of their biggest export 

destinations such as West Asia, Africa, and certain parts of Asia, has meant that buyers in these areas 

have also begun asking for discounts. 

 While these factors are not completely in the government‘s control, exporters complain that there are 

other issues where decisive government policies could go a long way in improving confidence in the 

sector and easing their financial troubles. 
 

Generalised system of preference: 

 The GSP is a system where the U.S. allows certain eligible countries to export about 3,500 commodities to the 

U.S. on a duty-free basis. 

 Earlier this year, the U.S. said it would be reviewing India‘s eligibility for this benefit. 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

 In the meantime, while the Indian government has maintained that India‘s exporters are still eligible for the GSP 

benefits until the review is completed, major export bodies have said their exporters have not received these 

benefits since December 2017. 

 Several exporters have complained that the confusion surrounding India‘s eligibility for the U.S. Generalised 

System of Preferences has meant that many advance orders, which ordinarily would have gone to Indian 

companies, are now being diverted to exporters in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Vietnam. 

 Further compounding this issue is that there is a complete lack of clarity among exporters on whether India‘s 

exports currently can get the GSP benefits or not. 

 Others, however, say that they are receiving the benefits. It is up to the Indian government to clarify this situation 

with the U.S. government. 

 The Commerce Ministry has also been somewhat casual about this issue, the exporters say, with officials 

shrugging the issue off by saying that Indian businessmen have been canny enough to invest in countries that are 

still eligible for GSP benefits, and so they have been able to indirectly avail of those benefits through that route. 
 

IGST refund: 

 The government has also maintained a stubborn stance on IGST refunds, say exporters. The Centre argues that 

since the exporters have been receiving duty drawback on input taxes paid, they are not eligible for IGST 

refunds. 

 Exporters say this view lack skews the playing field in favour of exporters operating in a single State. An 

exporter with operations in one State is eligible for Central GST and State GST refunds, but an exporter with 

operations across States gets no IGST refund. 

 Many of them say the bulk of their working capital — in many cases more than 50% — is tied up in IGST 

refunds. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

GUJARAT‟S FIRST MEGA FOOD PARK IN SURAT 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Food processing and related industries in India- scope and significance, 

location, upstream and downstream requirements, supply chain management. 
 

Context: 

 Union Minister for Food Processing Industries inaugurated the first Mega Food Park in Gujarat. 
 

About: 

 The Park is located at Village Shah and Vasravi, Taluka Mangrol, District Surat. 

 The facilities being created by the developer at Central Processing Centre (CPC) of this Mega Food Park include 

Multi Chamber Cold Store of 3,500 MT (1,500 MT Frozen & 2,000 MT MA), Warehouse of 5,000 MT, IQF of 2 

TPH, Pulping Line, QC Laboratory and other related food processing facilities. 

 The Park also has a common administrative building for office and other uses by the entrepreneurs and 4 PPCs at 

Bharuch, Padra (Vadodara), Valsad and Navsari having facilities for primary processing and storage near the 

farms. 

 The Park will also provide direct and indirect employment to 5,000 persons and benefit about 25,000 farmers in 

the CPC and PPC catchment areas. 
 
 

Aim: 

 At giving a major boost to the food processing sector by adding value and reducing food wastage at each stage of 

the supply chain with particular focus on perishables, Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing 

Mega Food Park Scheme in the country. 

 Mega Food Parks create modern infrastructure facilities for food processing along the value chain from farm to 

market with strong forward and backward linkages through a cluster based approach. 
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 Common facilities and enabling infrastructure is created at Central Processing Centre and facilities for primary 

processing and storage is created near the farm in the form of Primary Processing Centers (PPCs) and Collection 

Centers (CCs). 
Source:- PIB 

 

INDIA‟S FIRST CONTAINER MOVEMENT ON INLAND WATERWAYS 
GS PAPER - 03 ECONOMY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 
 

Context: 

 Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) will transport container cargo belonging to the food and beverage 

giant PepsiCo (India) from Kolkata to Varanasi on river Ganga (National Waterway-1) tomorrow. 

 This would be the country‘s first container movement on inland vessel post-independence, and a milestone 

moment in the history of India‘s IWT sector. 

About: 

 PepsiCo (India) will move 16 containers – equivalent to 16 truckloads- filled with food and snacks in the vessel 

MV RN Tagore which will reach Varanasi in 9-10 days. 

 MV RN Tagore will make its return journey with fertilizers belonging to IFFCO that will be procured from its 

Phulpur plant near Allahabad. 

 The event coincides with another momentous day for IWT in India as IWAI‘s first foray into Public Private 

Partnership (PPP) model will become a reality with the handing over of operation and management of its 

terminals in Kolkata to M/s Summit Alliance Port East Gateway (India) Pvt Ltd. (SAPEL) on a supply, operate 

and maintain (SOM) model. 

 Container cargo transport comes with several inherent advantages, as it reduces the handling cost, allows easier 

modal shift, reduces pilferages and damage, it also enables cargo owners to reduce their carbon footprints. 

 The government is developing NW-1 (River Ganga) under JMVP from Haldia to Varanasi (1390 Km) with the 

technical and financial assistance of the World Bank at an estimated cost of Rs 5369 crore. The project would 

enable commercial navigation of vessels with capacity of 1500-2,000 DWT. 

 The PepsiCo cargo will be the first container movement on inland waterways in the country. 
Source:- PIB 

 

NEED FOR A NATIONAL DRUG POLICY TO FIGHT MENACE 
GS PAPER - 03 INTERNAL SECURITY - linkages of organized crime with terrorism 
 

Context: 

 Punjab Chief Minister said there was need for a national drug policy to fight the drug menace. 

 ―A comprehensive formula was needed at the Central level to effectively check drug abuse,‖  
 

Need for Policy: 

 States like Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan were growing opium 

 A foolproof mechanism was needed to wipe out the scourge of drugs. 

 One State growing drugs, especially opium, and another not doing so was leading to an unacceptable situation in 

the country 

 The national policy could also address the need for cultivation of drugs needed for the pharmaceutical industry 

 
                                                                                                                                                         Source:- The Hindu 

 
 

DATA DIKTAT: 15 PLAYERS FAIL TO COMPLY 
GS PAPER - 03 SECURITY - basics of cyber security; money-laundering and its prevention. 
 

Context: 

RBI deadline for local storage of payment data ends, extension unlikely; defaulters may face action 
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More about the news: 

 With the central bank‘s deadline for payment players to store data locally in India coming to an end on Oct 15th, 

it is believed that about 15 entities out of the total 78 are yet to fully comply with the directive. 

 some of the largest entities that are not yet compliant are in constant dialogue with the RBI after having 

completed a ―significant amount of work‖ towards compliance. 

 Meanwhile, sources familiar with the matter said that since the RBI had not hinted at any extension of the 

deadline, it was likely that the banking regulator would act against non compliant entities if found that the delay 

was on account of avoidable issues. 

 The consequences of non compliance could range from monetary penalties to even termination of permissions 

with each citizen also having a right to claim damages. 

 The RBI circular is independent of data protection laws and will most likely stand the test of proportionality. It 

applies only to those entities it governs such as payment systems. 
 

Issue: 

 "All system providers shall ensure that the entire data relating to payment systems operated by them are stored in 

a system only in India. This data should include the full end-to-end transaction details/information 

collected/carried/processed as part of the message/payment instruction.‖ 

 The central bank had given payments operators, including Visa, MasterCard, Google and Paytm, six months to 

comply with the directive. 

 The RBI had also asked payment services companies to provide an update every fortnight on action taken by them 

to store transaction data in the country. 

 While operators such as Paytm and PhonePe had supported the central bank's move, many requested relaxations 

and others said they were not in favour of the move. 
 

 

Significance: 

 The RBI's move comes at a time when digital transactions are gaining pace in India. Transactions through the 

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in February alone stood at 171.2 million, accounting for Rs 19,126 crore in 

value of transactions. Of these, 

 Paytm accounted for 40 percent of the transactions while the rest were done on apps such as PhonePe (16 

percent) and BHIM (5.8 percent). 

 In January 2018, Rs 2.96 lakh crore were transacted through debit cards and Rs 41,778 crore was transacted 

through credit cards, RBI data showed.  

 The data also revealed that the number of debit cards in the country stood at to 846.7 million, while a total 

of 36.24 million credit cards were in operation. 

 In the draft bill on data protection, framed by a working committee headed by former Supreme Court Judge BN 

Srikrishna, the committee proposed that one copy of all personal data be stored on servers located in India. 
 

Source:- The Hindu 
 
 

 

GRAM SABHAS TO INFORM FARMERS ABOUT THE ENROLMENT OF FARMERS 

UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJNA (PMFBY) 

GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country,agricultural produce 

and issues and related constraints 
 

Context: 

 Gram Sabhas across the country have been asked to inform the farmers about the enrolment and benefits of 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojan (PMFBY) at the beginning of the Rabi Season. 
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More about the news: 

 This is as part of the awareness initiatives taken up at various levels by the Govt and Insurance Companies to 

create awareness about the Scheme and mobilise farmers to insure their crops. 

 The Gram Sabhas will also inform the farmers on how they can insure their crops under the Scheme. 

 This is also the first season for PMFBY with its revised operational guidelines in place. 

 As per the revised operational guidelines, the farmers get 72 hours to intimate individual claims against the 

existing 48 hours.   

○ This can be done through any of the channels provided under the Scheme and directly on the portal of 

PMFBY.  

 In case of any grievance, the farmers can access dedicated grievance redressal authorities.  Revised operational 

guidelines provide for appointment of District Level Grievance Redressal Officer and creation of State and 

District Grievance Redressal Cells for fast redressal of grievances. 

 Non-loanee farmers can approach designated Common Service Centres, banks and insurance agents for insuring 

their crops or directly enrol on the portal. 

 Those farmers who avail short term crop loans from formal financial institutions at concessional rates of interest 

are automatically covered under the Scheme. 
Source:- PIB 

 

ODISHA STARTS ITS OWN FOOD SCHEME 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Public Distribution System – objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues 

of buffer stocks and food security 
 

Context: 

1. The Odisha government will launch its own State Food Security Scheme (SFSS) 

2. Over 18 lakh poor and eligible people left out under the National Food Security Act, 2013, (NFSA) will receive 

their quota of 5 kg of rice at the rate of Rs 1 per kg 
 

Why? 

1. Centre did not respond to the Odisha government‘s request to add additional 25 lakh poor people under the 

National Food Security Act. 

2. The State government maintained that the number of eligible families has increased during the last five years. 
 

State Food Security Scheme (SFSS) 

1. SFSS is totally funded by the State government. 

2. as per the updated data till September 30, total 18.32 lakh people are listed in the scheme to get cheap rice from 

Tuesday while the remaining 6.68 lakh will be added by October 10. 

3. The state government on October 2, 2008 had launched the cheap rice scheme in Odisha where beneficiaries were 

given rice at the rate of Rs 2 per kg. 

4. Later in 2013, the price of cheap rice was reduced to Rupee 1 a kg for people living below poverty line. 
                                                                                                                                                                       Source:- The Hindu 
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FLOOR PRICE FOR RABI CROPS HIKED 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices 

 
Context: 

 The Union Cabinet approved raising the minimum support prices of rabi crops such as wheat, barley, gram, masur, 

rapeseed and mustard, and safflower for 2018-19. 

 This step is being looked upon as one that should come as a boost to farmers. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the increase in the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for 

all rabi crops for 2018-19 to be marketed in 2019-20 season. 

 This initiative will give additional return of Rs 62,635 crore to the farmers by way of increasing MSP of notified 

crops to at least 50% return over cost of production and will aid in doubling farmers‘ income. 
 

Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA) 

 Giving a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government and in keeping with its commitment and 

dedication for the Annadata, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a new 

Umbrella Scheme ―Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan‘ (PM-AASHA).   

 ―The umbrella scheme consists of three sub-schemes i.e. Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price Deficiency Payment 

Scheme (PDPS) and Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPSS) on a pilot basis.‖ 
 

Concerns raised by RBI: 

 The increase in MSP for rabi crops comes just ahead of the RBI monetary policy announcement. 

 It is important to note that the RBI, in its August policy statement, had indicated MSP increase among possible 

factors that could influence its outlook on inflation. 

 The latest move on MSP could further escalate the concerns of the Reserve Bank over inflation. 

 Crucially, the RBI, in its last policy statement had said that there is a considerable uncertainty and the exact impact 

would depend on the nature and scale of the government‘s procurement operations. 
                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

ANTIBIOTICS TO GROW FARM ANIMALS RAISE SUPERBUG RISK 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - Economics of animal-rearing 
 

Context: 

The world‘s biggest animal drugs company has been accused of double standards and of exposing consumers in India to 

―higher levels of risk‖ by selling antibiotics for purposes now banned in Europe and the U.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 
 

More about the News: 

 Zoetis, the largest producer of veterinary medicines, is supplying Indian farmers with antibiotics to help their 

animals grow faster.  

 The practice should be banned worldwide, according to the World Health Organisation (WHO), because it 

increases the prevalence of resistant bacteria that can infect humans and cause deadly and untreatable infections. 

 The company stopped advertising antibiotics as growth promoters to American farmers almost two years ago. 

Zoetis publicly supported new laws in the U.S. banning this abuse of antibiotics as part of its ―continued 

commitment to antibiotic stewardship‖. 

 However, Zoetis continues to sell antibiotics directly to Indian farmers with claims on the company‘s Indian 

website that they will make animals grow bigger and faster. 
 

Is it against  Indian law? 

This is not currently against Indian law although the government has called for it to end and Maharashtra banned the 

indiscriminate use of antibiotics in agriculture. 
 

Threat of antibiotic resistance: 

 The unnecessary use of antibiotics in human medicine and agriculture, such as their use to make animals grow 

faster rather than treat disease, are major contributors to growing levels of resistant bacteria. 

 It is estimated 1,00,000 babies a year in the country die from infections from resistant bugs. Worldwide they‘re 

believed to kill 7,00,000 people, according to a British government-commissioned review in 2016. WHO has 

called antibiotic resistance one of the greatest threats to public health. 
 

 

Antibiotic resistance: 

 Antibiotic resistance is one of the biggest threats to global health, food security, and development today. 

 Antibiotic resistance can affect anyone, of any age, in any country. 

 Antibiotic resistance occurs naturally, but misuse of antibiotics in humans and animals is accelerating the 

process. 

 A growing number of infections – such as pneumonia, tuberculosis, gonorrhoea, and salmonellosis – are 

becoming harder to treat as the antibiotics used to treat them become less effective. 

 Antibiotic resistance leads to longer hospital stays, higher medical costs and increased mortality. 
Source:- The hindu 

 

WORLD EGG DAY 
GS PAPER - 03 AGRICULTURE - economics of animal-rearing. 
 

Context: 

 The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Government of India organized ―World Egg Day‖. 

 Farmers, members of poultry associations, research scholars, administrators and around 700 participants including 

poultry farmers attended the event. 

 Sanction orders were distributed to 5 entrepreneur beneficiaries under the Poultry Venture Capital Fund  

Entrepreneurship Development and Employment Generation component of National Livestock Mission. 

 International Egg Commission has declared the second Friday of October every year as World Egg Day. This is 

celebrated in countries all around the world, and is a unique opportunity to help raise awareness of the nutritional 

benefits of eggs. 
Source:- PIB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC 2018 OCTOBER CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Unique IAS Academy - Coimbatore 
 

 

 

U.S.-JAPANESE PAIR WIN NOBEL MEDICINE PRIZE 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

1. Two immunologists, James Allison of the U.S. and Tasuku Honjo of Japan, won the 2018 Nobel Medicine Prize 

for research into how the body‘s natural defences can fight cancer 
 

More about the news: 

1. The award-winning discovery led to treatments targeting proteins made by some immune system cells that act as a 

―brake‖ on the body‘s natural defences killing cancer cells. 

2. Unlike more traditional forms of cancer treatment that directly target cancer cells, Dr. Allison and Dr. Honjo 

figured out how to help the patient‘s own immune system tackle the cancer more quickly. 

3. the therapy ―has now revolutionised cancer treatment and has fundamentally changed the way we view how 

cancer can be managed‖. 
                                                                                                                                                           Source:- The Hindu 

2018 NOBEL PHYSICS PRIZE: ASHKIN, MOUROU AND STRICKLAND WIN FOR 

LASER RESEARCH 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -  
 

Context: 

1. Three researchers shared the 2018 Nobel Physics Prize for inventions in the field of laser physics which have paved 

the way for advanced precision instruments used in corrective eye surgery and industry 

2. Ashkin, was honoured for his invention of ―optical tweezers‖ that grab particles, atoms, viruses and other living cells 

with their laser beam fingers. 

 With this he was able to use the radiation pressure of light to move physical objects, ―an old dream of 

science fiction,‖ . 

3. Meanwhile Mourou, and Strickland —only the third woman to win the Physics Prize—won for together developing 

a method to generate ultra-short optical pulses, ―the shortest and most intense laser pulses ever created by 

mankind,‖  

 Their technique is now used in corrective eye surgery. 

Last year - physics price: 

 US astrophysicists Barry Barish, Kip Thorne and Rainer Weiss won the physics prize for the discovery of 

gravitational waves, predicted by Albert Einstein a century ago as part of his theory of general relativity. 
                                                                                                                                                                           Source:- Live Mint 
 

JAPAN DROPS NEW ROBOT ON ASTEROID 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
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Context: 

A Japanese probe launched a new observation robot towards an asteroid as it pursues a mission to shed light on the origins 

of the solar system. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Hayabusa2 probe launched the French- German Mobile Asteroid Surface Scout, or MASCOT, towards the 

Ryugu asteroid‘s surface. 

 The 10-kg box-shaped MASCOT is loaded with sensors. It can take images at multiple  wavelengths, investigate 

minerals with a microscope, gauge surface temperatures and measure magnetic fields. It was the first time that 

moving, 

 It was the first time that moving, robotic observation device have been successfully landed on an asteroid. 

 The Hayabusa2 is scheduled later this month to deploy an ―impactor‖ that will explode above the asteroid, shooting 

a two-kilo copper object into it to blast a small crater on the surface. 

 The probe will then hover over the artificial crater and collect samples using an extended arm. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

USE YOUR FACE TO ZIP THROUGH AIRPORTS 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

 
Context: 

 The Centre is set to introduce the ―Digi Yatra‖ facility at the Hyderabad and Bengaluru airports in February. 

 A mere facial scan will soon enable air travellers to skip long queues and zip through various checkpoints at airports 

in the country. 

 However, travellers would still have to undergo the mandatory security checks at the airport, including frisking. 
 

Digi Yatra: 

 ―Digi Yatra‖ initiative, or biometric-enabled digital processing of passengers, would enable travellers to enter the 

airport building by scanning a QR code on their mobile phones, after undergoing facial recognition. 

 Once inside the airport, a passenger would be able to self check-in, drop baggage, pass through e-gates to access 

security and embarkation areas with just a facial scan, thus obviating the need to produce a boarding pass at every 

step. 

 The travellers would then be required to undergo a one-time verification at an airport. Following this, the 

individual‘s facial identity would be captured and mapped onto a newly created ―Digi Yatra‖ profile and a distinct 

identification number would be generated. 

 Passengers would then have to provide this identification number at the time of purchasing an air ticket, to avail 

the paperless access facility. 
Source:- The Hindu 
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Crewed SpaceX mission soon 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

Context: 

NASA has announced the first crewed flight by a SpaceX rocket to the International Space Station (ISS) is expected to take 

place in June 2019.   

More about the news: 

 It will be the first manned U.S. launch to the orbiting research laboratory since the space shuttle program was 

retired in 2011, forcing U.S. astronauts to hitch costly rides aboard Russian Soyuz spacecraft. 

 A flight on Boeing spacecraft is set to follow in August 2019. Both missions are considered tests: the two 

astronauts transported in each flight will spend two weeks aboard the orbiting International Space Station before 

returning to the earth. Later missions could last about six months. 

International Space Station (ISS) : 

 The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a habitable artificial satellite, in low 

Earth orbit. Its first component launched into orbit in 1998, the last pressurised module was 

fitted in 2011, and the station is expected to operate until 2028. 

 The ISS is the largest human-made body in low Earth orbit and can often be seen with the 

naked eye from Earth. 

 The ISS consists of pressurised modules, external trusses, solar arrays, and other components. 

ISS components have been launched by Russian Proton and Soyuz rockets, and American 

Space Shuttles. 

 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which crew 

members conduct experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, meteorology, 

and other fields. 

 The station is suited for the testing of spacecraft systems and equipment required for missions 

to the Moon and Mars. 

 The ISS programme is a joint project among five participating space agencies: NASA, 

Roscosmos, JAXA, ESA, and CSA.The ownership and use of the space station is established 

by intergovernmental treaties and agreements. 

 The station is divided into two sections, the Russian Orbital Segment (ROS) and the United 

States Orbital Segment (USOS), which is shared by many nations. 

 
Source:- PIB 

 

PRITHVI-II MISSILE NIGHT TRIAL SUCCESSFUL 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 
 

Context: 

 India‘s Strategic Forces Command successfully test-fired its indigenously developed nuclear capable Prithvi-II 

missile during night time. 

 The surface-to-surface missile, which has a strike range of 350 km, was launched from a mobile launcher from 

launch complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) 

  Earlier, Prithvi-II was successfully test-fired during night time on February 21 this year from the ITR at 

Chandipur. The missile is capable of carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of warheads. 
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Source:- The Hindu 
 

UPGRADED MIG-29 ADDS TO AIR POWER 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Science and Technology- developments and their applications and 

effects in everyday life 

 
 

Context: 

The Indian Air Force‘s beast MiG-29 has gained in strength and ferocity after an upgrade, giving the force, battling a 

shortage of fighter aircraft, a much-needed boost. 
 

More about the news: 

 The Russian-origin aircraft, now capable of effecting mid-air refuelling, is compatible with latest missiles and can 

launch multi-dimensional attacks. 

 Even in the previous ‗legacy version‘, the aircraft played an important role as the IAF stamped its supremacy over 

the Pakistani force during the Kargil War of 1999. 

 With the upgrade, as compared to the previous ‗legacy version‘ of the MiG-29 bought under emergency clause in 

early 1980s, the fighter jets are capable to give a befitting response. 

 The upgraded MiG-29 also had Multi-Functional Display (MFD) screen. 

 The strategically important Adampur Air Force Station, which is around 100 km from Pakistan and 250 km away 

from China borders, is now equipped with upgraded MiG-29. 

 

 

 

 

Prithvi - 2 : 

 Prithvi-II is the first missile to be indigenously developed by the DRDO under the Integrated Guided 

Missile Development Programme. 

 Range: It is surface-to-surface medium range ballistic missile with strike range of 350 km. 

 Warheads: It is capable of carrying 500 kg to 1000 kg of conventional as well as nuclear warheads. 

 Fuel and stages: 

○ It is single-stage liquid-fuelled. 

○ It uses advanced inertial guidance system along with manoeuvring trajectory to hit its target 

precisely. 

○ It already has been inducted into India‘s armed forces in 2003. 

 Variants: 

○ Prithvi-I for the Indian Army, 

○ Prithvi-II for the Indian Air Force, and 

○ Dhanush Missile for Indian Navy 
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 The IAF has three squadrons of MiG-29 fighter jets in operation, two of them at the Adampur Air Force Station. 

One squadron comprises 16-18 aircraft. 

 The force now had a combat aircraft which was flexible and could manoeuvre every situation so that IAF pilots 

could change their position and strike the enemy. 

 The fighter plane has the capability of taking off vertically, which has ―increased the IAF‘s power a lot.‖ 

 The upgraded MiG-29 aircraft could take off within five minutes of spotting a hostile jet trying to enter the Indian 

airspace and destroy it. 

 With air-to-air refuelling feature, the upgraded MiG-29 can cover larger distance as compared to the previous 

aircraft and destroy the enemy,‖ said another IAF officer. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

MISSION TO SEQUENCE GENES OF A „LARGE GROUP‟ OF INDIANS 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology. 
 

Context: 

 Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (STIAC) took, among the key decisions, 

to sequence the genes of a ―large‖ group of Indians and use this to improve the health of the population. 
 

Historical context of the Mission: 

 The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research in 2009 announced that it had sequenced the genome of an 

Indian. 

 It made  India one of six countries to achieve such a feat. 

 Several research labs have analysed genes from Indians for disease susceptibility. 

 However, no compendium of genes that differentiate Indian populations from, say Caucasian or African genomes 

exist. 
 

India‟s initiative: 

 A group of Indian scientists and companies are involved with a 100k Genome Asia project, led out of the 

Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore, to sequence the whole genomes of 100k Asians, including 

50,000 Indians. 

 The diversity of Indians and of our environment requires a large-scale study of human genomes, of our lifestyle in 

health and disease and the use of healthy and disease samples to understand the impact on health,‖ said a press 

statement from the STIAC. 

 Sequencing genomes and linking to human health and disease as a research initiative, and doing this on a much 

larger scale, so it has a direct impact on public health. As the first level starts, the second will be put in place, 

speedily.‖ 

 The Council acts as a coordinator between several ministries to work on projects and missions and is scheduled to 

meet once a month. 

 Key programmes, such as a Deep Ocean Mission, to facilitate ocean science and technologies to help with India‘s 

strategic interests and an Artificial Intelligence and Quantum Computing missions were also discussed. 
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Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC) 

 The panel was formulated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to advice on science and 

technology innovation. 

 Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (STIAC) acts as a coordinator between 

several Ministries to work on projects and missions and is scheduled to meet once a month. 

 Function of Council is to formulate, converge, collaborate, co-ordinate and implement multi-

stakeholder policy initiatives, mechanisms, reforms and programmes aimed at: 

○ Formulating and coordinating major inter-ministerial S&T missions 

○ Providing an enabling ecosystem for technology led innovations and techno-

entrepreneurship 

○ Driving innovation and technology delivery towards solving socio-economic 

challenges for sustainable growth 

○ Fostering effective public-private linkages for driving research and innovation 

○ Developing innovation clusters with multiple stakeholders including academia, 

industry and government 

○ Skilling in current and futuristic technologies 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

NAVY GETS SUBMARINE RESCUE VEHICLE 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 
 

Context: 

 The Navy has inducted its first deep submergence rescue vehicle (DSRV) to rescue downed or disaster-struck 

submarines on the high seas.  

 India has now joined a select group of countries that have the capability to locate ―distressed submarines‖. 
 

Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel(DSRV) : 

 DSRVs are used for rescue of personnel in downed submarines, they are also deployed for various other missions 

including to lay cables on the sea bed. 

 The DSRV can be mobilised from Naval base at Mumbai to nearest mounting port by air/ land or sea for 

providing rapid rescue to the submarine in distress. 

 DSRV was part of the Navy‘s efforts to enhance operational capabilities when China has been ramping up its 

maritime presence in critical sea lanes which are of strategic importance to India. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

GLITCH PUTS NASA‟S CHANDRA TELESCOPE IN „SAFE‟ MODE 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-

technology, bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 
 

CONTEXT: 

The Chandra X-Ray Observatory, observing the universe in high-energy light since 1999, has entered a protective ‗safe 

mode‘, which interrupts scientific observations and puts the spacecraft into a stable configuration. 
 

More about the news: 

 During the safe mode, the observatory is put into a safe configuration, critical hardware is swapped to back-up units, 

the spacecraft points so that the solar panels get maximum sunlight, and the mirrors point away from the Sun. 

 Analysis of available data indicates the transition to safe mode was normal behaviour for such an event. All systems 

functioned as expected and the scientific instruments are safe. 
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Chandra Telescope: 

 The Chandra X-Ray Observatory is a NASA telescope that looks at black holes, quasars, 

supernovas, and the like – all sources of high energy in the universe. It shows a side of the 

cosmos that is invisible to the human eye. 

 It was previously known as the Advanced X-ray Astrophysics Facility (AXAF). 

 After more than a decade in service, the observatory has helped scientists glimpse the universe 

in action. It has watched galaxies collide, observed a black hole with cosmic hurricane winds, 

and glimpsed a supernova turning itself inside out after an explosion. 

 The telescope is named after the Nobel Prize-winning Indian-American astrophysicist 

Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

IAF GETS FIRST OVERHAULED SUKHOI 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - developments and their applications and effects in 

everyday life Achievement 

Context: 

 In an important development for the fighter aircraft squadrons of the country, the first indigenously overhauled 

Sukhoi-30 MKI frontline fighter jet was handed over by the Base Repair Depot (BRD) in Ojhar to the Indian Air 

Force. 

 The fighter jet will be deployed at the IAF base at Lohegaon in Pune, which is home to two squadrons of the Sukhoi 

30 — the ‗20 Squadron‘, also known as ‗Lightnings‘, and ‗30 Squadron‘, also known as ‗Rhinos.‘ 

 Sukhoi-30 has been developed by Russia and is manufactured under license in India by the Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) in Ojhar. 

 India has contracted 272 aircraft of which over 240 have been inducted into service. 

 

Sukhoi Su-30MKI: 

 The Sukhoi Su-30MKI is a multirole combat fighter aircraft jointly developed by the Russia‘s  

Sukhoi Design Bureau and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the Indian Air Force 

(IAF). 

 The development of the Su-30MKI for the IAF began in 1995.  

 The first Russian-made Su-30MKI variant was accepted into the Indian Air Force in 2002,  

 while the first indigenously assembled Su-30MKI entered service with the IAF in 2004. 

 The IAF had 240 Su-30MKIs in service as of October 2017.  

 The Su-30MKI is expected to form the backbone of the Indian Air Force's fighter fleet to 2020 

and beyond. 

 Sukhoi and Irkutsk Aircraft Production Association (now known as Irkut Corporation) were 

initially responsible for the development and production of the aircraft respectively. 

 In October 2000, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed for Indian licence-

production of 140 Su-30MKIs; in December 2000, a deal was sealed at Russia's Irkutsk aircraft 

plant for full technology transfer. 

 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorandum_of_understanding
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ROBOT TRUCKS TO HELP AIRLINES SAVE ON ATF 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways 

etc. 
 

Context: 

 Delhi‘s Indira Gandhi International Airport is set to be the first airport in the country to commence commercial use 

of TaxiBots semi-robotic tow trucks  to help airlines reduce use of air turbine fuel during taxiing. 

 TaxiBot India introduced two semi-robotic tow trucks to IGI in September, which have since undergone several 

trials. Once the live performance evaluation with passengers onboard the aircraft is successful, the firm will sign 

commercial contracts with SpiceJet and Jet Airways. 

 The advanced tow trucks will be used for narrow-body planes of the two airlines and will initially be deployed only 

for flights departing from IGI. 

 The company is also in talks with Mumbai and Bengaluru airports for introducing similar operations. 

 Planes taxi from parking bay to runway or vice versa using their own engines to provide thrust. However, an aircraft 

can be steered with both its engines off with the help of a TaxiBot, which lifts and holds the aircraft‘s nose wheel 

and transports it from the terminal to runway and back. 
 

Soaring cost: 

 This can help airlines save jet fuel, one of the largest expenses for an airline, accounting for nearly 30% of total 

operational costs. 

 It is estimated that at the current ATF rates, cost of fuel burnt during taxiing is rs 1,600 per minute for a narrow-

body plane and Rs 3,500 per minute for a wide-body plane. 

 According to an analysis by former vice-president of Delhi International Airport Limited Ashwani Khanna, an 

average 15 minutes of taxiing at six of the busiest airports in the country is likely to cost airlines collectively Rs 20 

billion annually by 2021. 

 These airports — Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Kolkata — handle nearly 65% of the air 

traffic in the country. 
Source:- The Hindu 

INS TARANGINI 
GS PAPER - 03 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - Science and Technology- developments and their 

applications and effects in everyday life 
 

Context: 

 The sail training ship of Indian Navy, INS Tarangini based at Kochi, returned after a seven month long sailing 

across the world to a grand reception at naval base, Kochi on 30 Oct 18. 

 The Voyage named ―Lokayan 18‖ was flagged off on 10 Apr 18 from Kochi. 

 During the voyage, the ship has proudly ‗shown the flag‘ and highlighted the diverse culture of India across 15 

ports in 13 countries. 

 The ship sailed across the Arabian Sea, Red Sea, Suez Canal, Mediterranean Sea, Strait of Gibraltar, North Atlantic 

Ocean, Bay of Biscay, English Channel and North Sea, right up to Norway before commencing her homeward 

passage back to Kochi. 

 The ship also participated in the culminating event of the ‗Three Festival Tall Ships Regatta‘ at Bordeaux, France. 

 As well as the ‗Tall Ships Races Europe 2018‘ which started at Sunderland, UK and touched Esbjerg, Denmark 

and Stavanger, Norway before finishing at Harlingen, Netherlands. 

 During the tall ships regatta, the ship sailed along with hundreds of other sailing vessels, of which 200 were ‗Tall 

Ships‘ like herself, besides taking part in the parade of sails, which was conducted at all these ports. 
Source:- PIB 
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CONGOLESE DOCTOR, YAZIDI ACTIVIST GETS NOBEL PEACE PRICE 
GS PAPER - 03 ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

Context: 

 The Congolese gynaecologist, Denis Mukwege, who has treated thousands of rape victims, and Nadia Murad, the 

Iraqi Yazidi, who was sold into sex slavery by Isis, have been jointly awarded the 2018 Nobel peace prize. 
 

More about the news: 

 The committee said: ―They have both put their own personal security at risk by courageously combating war 

crimes and securing justice for victims.‖ 

 The committee said they had both ―helped to give greater visibility to war-time sexual violence‖. The joint 

award comes a decade since the UN security council adopted Resolution 1820 (2008), which determined that 

the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war and armed conflict constitutes both a war crime and a threat to 

international peace and security. 

 Murad is the second youngest Nobel Prize laureate after Malala Yousafzai. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

MANIPURI ACTIVISTS WINS INTERNATIONAL AWARD 
GS PAPER - 03 ACHIEVEMENTS - Achievement of Indians 

Context: 

 Binalakshmi Nepram, a rights activist from Manipur has won Reach All Women in WAR (RAW in WAR) ) 

Anna Politkovskaya Award. The prestigious award being conferred to female human rights workers. 
 

More about the news: 

 This prestigious award is being offered to recognize female bravery across the world and this certainly is a 

matter of pride not only for the people of North-east but of the entire nation. 

 The organization that provides this award, RAW in WAR, is a UK-based charity that has come forward to 

support women human rights defenders and war victims. 

 Binalakshmi was the founder of the Manipur Women Gun Survivors Network in which she extended a hand of 

help to more than 20,000 women who have a history of dealing with decades of armed conflicts and ethnic 

violence. 
                                                                                                                                                            Source:- The Hindu 

 

4TH ANNUAL CARNOT PRIZE  
GS PAPER - 03 ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS 
 

Context: 

Recognising the pathbreaking transformations in India‘s energy, the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy at the University 

of Pennsylvania School of Design is awarding its fourth annual Carnot Prize to Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Railways & 

Coal and former Minister of Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines, Government of India. 

About Carnot prize: 

 The Carnot Prize is the Kleinman Center‘s annual recognition of distinguished contributions to energy policy 

through scholarship or practice. 

 The most prestigious award in the energy sector. 

  Carnot Prize is named after French physicist Nicolas Sadi Carnot who recognised that the power of the steam 

engine would “produce a great revolution”in human development. 
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2018 Carnot Prize is a recognition of : 

 The nation charts the path towards eliminating energy poverty with sustainable energy solutions. 

 The rural electrification drive gave a significant breakthrough to the mission of „24x7 Affordable, Environment 

Friendly Power for all‟,  as India eliminated decades of darkness in more than 19,000 villages on 28th April, 

2018. 

 Saubhagya Programme, the last-mile connectivity to every household in the villages is being fast tracked, with 

51% of the 3.1 crore rural households electrified. 
 

Indian initiatives: 

 In the last four years, energy efficiency has become a people‘s movement in India, making the Government‘s 

UJALA scheme the world‟s largest LED distribution programme, and along with private sector participation, 

130 crore LED bulbs have been distributed, making India brighter and cleaner. 

 It is a matter of immense pride for India that in several newly electrified villages, the first consumers of electricity 

are using LED bulbs and rooftop solar panels, realising India‘s vision of sustainable, universal, and affordable 

energy access. 
Source:- PIB 

 
 

PM AWARDED THE 2018 SEOUL PEACE PRIZE 
GS PAPER - 03 AWARD AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

Context: 

 The Seoul Peace Prize Committee has decided to confer the 2018 Seoul Peace Prize on Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi, in recognition of his dedication to improving international cooperation, raising global economic 

growth, accelerating the Human Development of the people of India by fostering economic growth in the world‘s 

fastest growing large economy and furthering the development of democracy through anti-corruption and social 

integration efforts. 

 The Committee lauded PM‘s initiatives to make the government cleaner through anti-corruption measures and 

demonetization. 

 The Committee also credited Prime Minister for his contribution towards regional and global peace through a 

proactive foreign policy with countries around the world under the ‗Modi Doctrine‘ and the ‗Act East Policy.‘ 

 Prime Minister Modi is the fourteenth recipient of this award. 
 

Background: 

 The Seoul Peace Prize was established in 1990 to commemorate the success of the 24th Olympic Games held in 

Seoul, Republic of Korea – an event in which 160 nations from across the world took part, creating harmony and 

friendship and a worldwide atmosphere of peace and reconciliation. 

 The Seoul Peace Prize was established to crystallize the Korean people‘s yearning for peace on the Korean 

Peninsula and in the rest of the world. 

 The Seoul Peace Prize has been awarded biennially to those individuals who have made their mark through 

contributions to the harmony of mankind, reconciliation between nations and to world peace. 

 Past laureates include distinguished global personalities like former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and renowned international relief organizations like Doctors without Borders and 

Oxfam. 
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Act East Policy : 

 The Act East Policy was set in motion by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the East Asia 

Summit in Myanmar in November 2014.   

 India's Act East Policy focuses on the extended neighbourhood in the Asia-Pacific region.  

  The policy has gained political, strategic and cultural dimensions including establishment of 

institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation.  

Objective: 

 The Objective of ''Act East Policy‖ is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and 

develop strategic relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region  

 continuous engagement at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels thereby providing enhanced 

connectivity to the States of North Eastern Region   

 The North East of India has been a priority in the Act East Policy (AEP).  

  AEP provides an interface between North East India and the ASEAN region.   

 Some of the major projects include Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport Project, the 

IndiaMyanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway Project, Rhi-Tiddim Road Project, Border Haats, 

etc.   

 Apart from ASEAN, ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and East Asia Summit (EAS), India has 

also been actively engaged in regional fora such as BIMSTEC, Asia Cooperation Dialogue 

(ACD), Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) and Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).   

 Closer cooperation in combating terrorism, collaborating for peace and stability in the region 

and promotion of maritime security based on international norms and laws are being pursued.  

 
Source:- PIB 

 

 
 

Avoidable tragedy [editorial / Opinion ] 
GS PAPER - 03 DISASTER MANAGEMENT- Disaster & disaster management 

Context: 

 Each one of the 59 deaths on Dussehra night at Joda Phatak near Amritsar when a local diesel multiple unit train ran 

over a crowd could have been prevented 

 In the aftermath of the entirely preventable carnage, in which spectators crowding a railway track to watch the 

burning of effigies were mowed down by a train, there is a frantic effort to pin responsibility on agencies and 

individuals, and, deplorably, to exploit public anger for political ends 
 

What's wrong with venue? 

 The Dhobi Ghat ground, where the effigy of Ravana had been set on fire, is a small plot surrounded by houses on 

two sides 

 People who couldn‘t find space in the ground — according to reports, it could have accommodated only about 200 

persons — had climbed the wall and occupied the railway track, disregarding the fact that this could prove to be 

dangerous 

 Perhaps, some may have thought that they could jump off the tracks if and when a train approached 

 It is the same misplaced bravado that makes people jump red lights at level-crossings or traffic junctions, drive on 

the wrong side of the road or overspeed on busy routes 
 

Responsibility of Various stakeholders: 

 It seems the organisers of the Dussehra function did repeatedly warn the people perched on the track to be mindful 

of the passing trains 

 The law enforcement machinery played a lukewarm role in crowd control 

 The Municipal Corporation in Amritsar has tried to distance itself, claiming that its permission was not sought, 

although almost everyone in the city knew it was taking place. 
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Religious festivals in India: Recent tragedies: 

 Major religious festivals in India are often overshadowed by deadly incidents such as stampedes and fires 

 There were 249 deaths at the Chamunda Devi temple stampede in Jodhpur in 2008 

 A railway station stampede took place during the Kumbh Mela at Allahabad in 2013 in which 36 people died. 
 

National Disaster Management Authority: 

 The National Disaster Management Authority has responded to these horrors by creating a guide for State 

governments and local bodies, laying down a clear protocol to be followed for mass gatherings and festivals 

 But this protocol is hitherto followed by various agencies responsible for its implementation. 
 

Way forward: 

 The government departments have not yet taken official protocols for safety at mass gatherings seriously 

 What happened in Amritsar shows the disastrous consequences of the absence of a civic culture that can act as a 

restraint on misguided enthusiasms of the people, while at the same time posing a question mark on the vigilance 

of administrative agencies and the judgement of politicians in the face of swelling crowds. 

 A campaign to educate the public that railway tracks cannot be treated as commons, and vigorous enforcement, 

will reduce the probability of such incidents. 

 The Railways must identify hazard spots for train movement in heavily built-up areas and prevent trespass by 

barricading them. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 
 

ODISHA LAUNCHES DISASTER ALERT SYSTEM FOR ITS COAST 
GS PAPER - 03 DISASTER MANAGEMENT - Disaster & disaster management 
 

Context: 
The Odisha government has launched the Early Warning Dissemination System, the first-of-its-kind technology in India, to 

simultaneously warn coastal communities and fisherfolk about impending cyclone and tsunami through siren towers. 
 

Early Warning Dissemination System (EWDS): 

 It is a collaborative effort of the Central and State governments, has been implemented under the assistance of 

World Bank. 

 It comprises technologies such as satellite-based mobile data voice terminals, digital mobile radio, mass 

messaging system and universal communication interface for interoperability. 

 The innovative warning system would alert people about disasters such as floods and cyclone. 

 Fishermen fishing in deep sea can also be reached via mass SMS on their mobile phones through EWDS. 

 It is a part of the last-mile connectivity programme under National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project and aims to 

inform the last man living near the sea in case of an impending cyclone. 

 Six coastal districts —Balasore, Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Puri and Ganjam — have been covered 

under the EWDS. 

 Sirens will go off from 122 towers installed along the 480-km-long coast of the State if a button is pressed in the 

State emergency centre in Bhubaneshwar. 
Source:- The Hindu 

 

 

 


