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****************************************************************************** 

 

TERRACOTTA ARTEFACTS UNEARTHED ON THE BANKS OF PAMPA RIVER 

Context: 

 The sighting of the terracotta works hints at ancient civilisation in the Pampa Valley at par 

with that of the Indus Valley. 

 Hinting at the prevalence of a culturally rich Pampa Valley civilisation flourished along 

the heritage village of Aranmula, the villagers have unearthed parts of a few terracotta 

artefacts of archaeological value on the banks of the river Pampa. 

 The terracotta pieces were first sighted by a villager and a few fishermen in 

Edayaranmula. 

 The broken terracotta pieces were of Naga images, a male bust, female face, ornaments, 

etc. 

 

COMMEMORATION OF '75TH YEAR OF ESTABLISHMENT OF AZAD HIND 

GOVERNMENT' 

Context: 

The Prime Minister of India, would be hoisting the National flag and unveiling the plaque 

to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the formation of Azad Hind Government on 21st October, 

2018, at the Red Fort, Delhi. 

 

About Azad Hind Government: 

 The Azad Hind Government, founded on 21st October, 1943 was inspired by 

NetajiSubhash Chandra Bose who was the leader of Azad Hind Government and also the 

Head of State of this Provisional Indian Government-in-exile. 

 It was a part of the freedom movement, originating in 1940s outside India with a purpose 

of allying with Axis powers to free India from British rule. 
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 The existence of the Azad Hind Government gave a greater legitimacy to the 

independence struggle against the British. 

 The role of Azad Hind Fauj or the Indian National Army (INA) had been crucial in 

bequeathing a much needed impetus to India‘s struggle for Independence. 

PATEL SAVED INDIA FROM BALKANISATION: PM 

Statue of Unity’[Patel]: 

 It is a symbol of both the unity of hearts and the geographical integrity of our motherland. 

It is a reminder that, divided, we may not be even able to face ourselves. United, we can 

face the world and scale new heights of growth and glory. 

 Situated on the banks of Narmada, the statue is the world‘s tallest. 

 PM Modi said, Sardar Patel worked with astonishing speed to dismantle the history of 

imperialism and create the geography of unity with the spirit of nationalism. He saved 

India from Balkanisation… Today, we, the 130 crore Indians, are working shoulder to 

shoulder to build a new India that is strong, prosperous and inclusive. 

THE UNIFIER OF MODERN INDIA 

Operation Polo (Hyderabad) and case of Junagarh 

 Patel was also compelled to use coercion by launching ‗Operation Polo‘ to liberate and 

integrate Hyderabad after the Nizam of Hyderabad entertained false hopes of either 

joining Pakistan or remaining independent. 

 In a swift operation lasting five days, Hyderabad State was liberated in September 1948. 

 It was the most critical time when the country‘s political unity was in jeopardy, India 

found the man of the moment in Sardar Patel. 

 He displayed amazing patience, tact and a steely determination in dealing with an 

intransigent ruler, who refused to see the writing on the wall and even wanted to take the 

issue to the United Nations. 

 Displaying statesmanship of the highest order, Sardar Patel prevented the attempts to not 

only Balkanise India but internationalise the issue as well. 

 The complicated case of Junagarh, Gujarat, was also handled with dexterity by Patel. 

 The problem of Jammu and Kashmir may have been resolved long back had Sardar Patel 

been given a free hand to handle it at that time 
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IPCC REPORT ON GLOBAL WARMING 

Context: 

 IPCC released a ―special report‖ on the actions the world needs to take to prevent global 

average temperatures from rising beyond 1.5°C as compared to pre-industrial times.   

 Limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees would require rapid, far reaching and 

unprecedented changes in all aspects of society, the IPCC said.  

 It compares the impact of global warming of 1.5 deg C and 2 deg C.   

 It will be a key scientific input for the Climate Change Conference in Poland in 

December, when governments review the Paris Agreement to tackle climate change. 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 IPCC said that climate change could have ―irreversible‖ and ―catastrophic‖ impacts if the 

global average temperatures were allowed to rise beyond 2 degrees Celsius. 

 We are already seeing the consequences of 1 degree Celsius of global warming through 

more extreme weather, rising sea levels and diminishing Arctic sea ice, among other 

changes.   

 The international effort to tackle climate change must be accelerated in order to limit 

global temperature rises. 

 Climate-related risks for natural and human systems are higher.   

 The report notes that investment in physical and social infrastructure is a key enabler in 

enhancing resilience and adaptive capacity.  

  Poorly designed or implemented adaptation projects can increase greenhouse gas 

emissions and water use, increase gender and social inequality, undermine health 

conditions, and encroach on natural ecosystems.   

 Hence, adaptation efforts must pay attention to poverty and sustainable development.  

These efforts need financial support.   

 Adaptation needs have generally been supported by public sector sources, multilateral 

development banks, and UNFCCC channels. 

 According to the report, there is a need to integrate Disaster risk management (DRM) and 

adaptation to reduce vulnerability.   

 The report also identifies ―educational adaptation‖ options which motivate adaptation 

through building awareness.  
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  A more participatory approach towards adaptation, especially for vulnerable population, 

will be to formulate adaptation action based on indigenous knowledge.   

 These people are threatened by cultural modification, dispossession of land rights and land 

grabbing, rapid environmental and social changes. 

 Therefore recognition of indigenous rights, governance systems and laws is central to 

adaptation, mitigation and sustainable development. 

 Local governments are important; they enable more participative decision-making and 

involve wider community in designing and implementing adaptation policies. 

 

What is 1.5 degree? 

Since 1990s, countries started discussing climate change and began negotiating an 

international arrangement for tackling it together.  The objective has been to limit rising global 

average temperatures to within 2°C from pre-industrial times   

 

Recommendations of the Report: 

To limit ourselves to 1.5°C, global net anthropogenic CO2 emissions should reduce by 

about 45 per cent from 2010 levels by 2030, and should reach net-zero around 2050 

 

Heat wave: 

 A heat wave is a period of excessively hot weather, which may be accompanied by high 

humidity, especially in oceanic climate countries. 

 The term is applied both to hot weather variations and to extraordinary spells of hot which 

may occur only once a century. 

 Severe heat waves have caused catastrophic crop failures, thousands of deaths from 

hyperthermia, and widespread power outages due to increased use of air conditioning. 

A heat wave is considered extreme weather, and a danger because heat and sunlight may 

overheat the human body. Heat waves can usually be detected using forecasting instruments so 

that a warning call can be issued. 
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2013 REPORT WANTED CHANGES TO SEXUAL HARASSMENT LAW 

Context: 

 The Centre recently announced its plan to set up a panel of judges to look into the legal 

and institutional framework to curb sexual harassment at workplaces following the 

#MeToo campaign on social media. 

 As early as 2013, the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, in its report on gender laws which 

would have proven efficient to tackle issue. 

 

Justice verma committee recommendation: 

 To ensure speedy disposal of complaints, the Justice Verma Committee proposed that the 

tribunal should not function as a civil court but may choose its own procedure to deal with 

each complaint. 

 

Onus on employee: 

 The Committee said any unwelcome behaviour should be seen from the subjective 

perception of the complainant, thus broadening the scope of the definition of sexual 

harassment. 

 The Verma panel said an employer could be held liable: 

 If he or she facilitated sexual harassment, 

 permitted an environment where sexual misconduct becomes widespread and 

systemic, 

 where the employer fails to disclose the company‘s policy on sexual harassment 

and ways in which workers can file a complaint 

 If employer fails to forward a complaint to the tribunal. 

 The company would also be liable to pay compensation to the complainant. 

 

Encouraging Women to file complaints 

 The panel also made several suggestions to encourage women to come forward and file 

complaints. 

 For instance, it opposed penalizing women for false complaints and called it an abusive 

provision intended to nullify the objective of the law. 
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Vishaka Guidelines: 

 The Supreme Court in 1997 in the case of Vishakha vs. state of Rajasthan categorically 

stated about eliminating all forms of discrimination and to ensure safety and security to 

women.  

 It laid down the requirements for employers dealing with complaints of sexual assault and 

stipulated the formation of committees to dispose of complaints from victims of 

harassment. These guidelines came to be known as Vishakha Guidelines. 

Vishaka guidelines: 

 Gender equality includes protection from sexual harassment and the right to work with 

dignityas per our constitution. 

 Extra hazard for a working woman compared her male colleague is a clear violation of the 

fundamental rights of Gender Equality & Right to Life and Liberty. 

 In no way should working women be discriminated at the workplace against male 

employees (If a woman is, then it must be documented in company policies, for example, 

limitation of women in police and armed forces.) 

 Safe working environment and working with full dignity is the fundamental right of 

working women. The right to work as an inalienable right of all working women. 

 SC also recommended a Complaints Committee at all workplaces, headed by a woman 

employee, with not less than half of its members being women. All complaints of sexual 

harassment by any woman employee would be directed to this committee 

 

HELPING THE INVISIBLE HANDS OF AGRICULTURE 

National Women’s Farmer’s Day (RashtriyaMahilaKisanDiwas): 

 October 15 is observed, respectively, as International Day of Rural Women by the United 

Nations, and National Women‘s Farmer‘s Day (RashtriyaMahilaKisanDiwas) in India. In 

2016, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare decided to take the lead in 

celebrating the event, duly recognising the multidimensional role of women at every stage 

in agriculture — from sowing to planting, drainage, irrigation, fertilizer, plant protection, 

harvesting, weeding, and storage. 
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 This year, the Ministry has proposed deliberations to discuss the challenges that women 

farmers face in crop cultivation, animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries. 

 The aim is to work towards an action plan using better access to credit, skill 

development and entrepreneurial opportunities. 

 

Data and Reality: 

 According to Oxfam India, women are responsible for about 60-80% of food and 90% of 

dairy production, respectively. 

 The work by women farmers, in crop cultivation, livestock management or at home, often 

goes unnoticed. 

 Attempts by the government to impart them training in poultry, apiculture and rural 

handicrafts is trivial given their large numbers. 

 

Agriculture Census : 

 The Agricultural census (2010 - 2011) shows that 118.7 million cultivators, 30.3% were 

females.  

 Similarly, out of an estimated 144.3 million agricultural labourers, 42.6% were females.  

 In terms of ownership of operational holdings, the latest Agriculture Census (2015-16) is 

startling.  

 Out of a total 146 million operational holdings, the percentage share of female operational 

holders is 13.87% (20.25 million), a nearly one percentage increase over five years. 

 While the ―feminisation of agriculture‖ is taking place at a fast pace, the government has 

yet to gear up to address the challenges that women farmers and labourers face. 

 

ETHICS COMMITTEE: 

 Both the houses of Parliament have a permanent standing committee on ethics. 

 The ethics committee in the LokSabha has 15 member.,while the RajyaSabha has 10 

memberd Ethics committee 

 Ethics committees formulate, enforce and oversee the moral and ethical conduct for 

members of Parliament. 

 RajyaSabha was the first among the two Houses to form an ethics committee, with a full 

standing committee status, on 30th May, 1997. LokSabha, in contrast, formed an ad hoc 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2018 

 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 8 

 

ethics panel in 2000 and has been operating as one until August 2015 when it was given a 

permanent standing committee status. 

Functions: 

 Formulate a Code of Conduct for members and suggest amendments to it from time to 

time. 

 To oversee the moral and ethical conduct of the Members 

 To examine the cases referred to it with reference to ethical and other misconduct of the 

Members. 

Even while being two Houses of the Indian Parliament, there is a significant degree of variation 

on the rules and procedures of the ethics committees in the LokSabha and RajyaSabha. While 

both focus on codes of conduct for Members of Parliament, where they differ is the declaration 

of members‘ pecuniary or financial 

 

Difference between RajyasabhaEthics committee and LokhsabhaEthics committee: 

 RajyaSabha has explicitly provided for a ‗Register of Members‘ Interest‘, where MPs 

have to declare their interest in 5 categories: remunerative directorship, remunerated 

activity, majority shareholding, paid consultancy and professional engagement. 

 In addition to that, members are required to declare any financial interest on an issue that 

is being debated in the House or under consideration by any other standing committee and 

hence refrain from taking part to avoid conflict of interest. 

 LokSabha does not maintain such a registry of members interests and apart from 

disclosing their assets and liabilities, MPs are not obliged to declare other financial 

interests that might be in direct or indirect conflict with their role as public servants. 

 Another significant point of difference between the two Houses is that while RajyaSabha‘s 

Ethics Committee acts both on complaints as well as takes up issues suomotu, LokSabha‘s 

committee acts only on complaints made either by any member of the public or any other 

member of the House. 

 The RajyaSabha‘s registry though is not openly available on its website and can be 

accessed only through an RTI application 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION DEALING WITH DISQUALIFICATION OF MP’S 

AND MLA’S: 

1.Anti - defection law: 

 The 10th Schedule to the Indian Constitution popularly referred to as the ‗Anti-Defection 

Law‘ was inserted by the 52nd Amendment (1985) to the Constitution. 

 ‗Defection‘ has been defined as, ―To abandon a position or association, often to join an 

opposing group‖. 

 The anti-defection law was enacted to ensure that a party member does not violate the 

mandate of the party and in case he does so he will be disqualified from participating in 

the election. 

 The Anti-Defection Law allows Parliament to announce those members defected who 

oppose or do not vote in line with party‘s decision. 

 The aim of Anti-Defection Law is to prevent members of Parliament to change parties for 

any personal motive. 

 

2.Article 102:- 

 A person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under the Government of India or 

the Government of any State by reason only that he is a Minister either for the Union or 

for such State.  

 A person shall be disqualified for being a member of either House of Parliament if he is so 

disqualified under the Tenth Schedule.  

 

3. Article 191 - DisQualification for membership of the State Legislature:- 

  A person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under Government of Indian or 

the Government of any State specified in the first Schedule by reason only that he is a 

Minister either for the Union of for such State 

 A person shall be disqualified for being a member of the Legislative Assembly or 

Legislative Council of a State is he is so disqualified under tenth Schedule 

 

CHIEF VIGILANCE COMMISSION (CVC): 

 It is the apex vigilance institution. 

 It was created via executive resolution (based on the recommendations of Santhanam 
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committee) in 1964 but was conferred with statutory status in 2003. 

 It has status of statutory autonomous body and free of control from any executive 

authority as per the provisions of Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) Act, 2003. 

 Presently, the body consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance 

commissioners. 

Appointment : 

 They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a committee 

consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in 

LokSabha (if there is no LoP then the leader of the single largest Opposition party in the 

LokSabha). 

Term:  

 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 It submits its report to the President of India. 

Removal:  

 The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be removed 

from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved misbehaviour or 

incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on 

inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance 

Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed. 

 CVC is advisory body. 

Function: 

 It monitors all vigilance activity under Union Government and advises various authorities 

in Union Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their 

vigilance work. 

 Union Government has authorized CVC as ―Designated Agency‖ to receive written 

complaints for disclosure on any allegation of corruption or misuse of office and 

recommend appropriate action 

SC BANS SALE OF BS-IV VEHICLES FROM 2020 

BS VI Vehicles: 

 The Supreme Court bench concluded that the need of the hour was to move to a cleaner 

fuel. India will be moving directly on from BS-IV emission norms to BS-VI in 2020, 

skipping BS-V norms.  
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 In 2016, the Centre had announced that the country would skip BS-V norms altogether 

and adopt BS-VI norms by 2020. 

 With the rollout of BS-VI compliant cars, the government will also have to make BS-VI 

grade fuel available in the country. In April this year, Delhi became the first city in India 

to make BS-VI fuel available at its filling stations. 

 BS-VI fuel will emit 80% less particulate matter (PM 2.5 and PM 10) and nearly 70% less 

nitrogen oxide for every kilometre it travels 

 

Bharat Emission Standards 

 Bharat stage emission standards (BSES) are emission standards instituted by the 

Government of India to regulate the output of air pollutants from internal combustion 

engines and Spark-ignition engines equipment, including motor vehicles 

 The standards and the timeline for implementation are set by the Central Pollution Control 

Board under the Ministry of Environment & Forests and climate change 

 The standards, based on European regulations were first introduced in 2000 

 Bharat Stage IV emission norms have been in place since April 2010 and it has been 

enforced for entire country since April 2017 

 In 2016, the Indian government announced that the country would skip the BS-V norms 

altogether and adopt BS-VI norms by 2020 

While the norms help in bringing down pollution levels, it invariably results in increased vehicle 

cost due to the improved technology & higher fuel prices 

 

ZIKA VIRUS: 

 Zika virus disease is caused by a virus transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes. 

 Zika is transmitted to people through the bite of infected female mosquitoes, primarily the 

Aedesaegypti mosquito, the same type that spreads dengue, chikungunya and yellow 

fever. 

 Zika virus is the virus that causes the infection known as zika fever or zika virus disease. 

 The virus is a member of the Flaviviridae virus family and the genus Flavivirus. 

 It was named ‗zika‘ because the virus was isolated for the first time in the Zika Forest 

which is in Uganda. 
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INDIA RANKED 5TH IN PICTORIAL WARNING ON TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

Context: 

India has been ranked fifth in the listing of countries that have pictorial health warning on 

tobacco products, with experts here quick to add that the country is making tremendous progress 

towards creating public awareness on the health hazards of tobacco abuse 

 

RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA 

Context: 

A Distribution camp for free of cost distribution of Aids and Assistive Living devises 

under RashtriyaVayoshriYojana (RVY), a scheme of Social Justice & Empowerment Department 

for Senior Citizen under BPL category, was recently organized in Delhi by Artificial Limbs 

Manufacturing Corporation of India (ALIMCO), a PSU working under the aegis of Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment 

RAFAEL: 

 The Rafale is a 4th generation Aircraft with twin-engine, multi-role fighter aircraft. 

According to Dassault, it is capable of carrying out all combat missions: air defence, 

interception, ground support, in-depth strikes, reconnaissance, anti-ship strikes and 

nuclear deterrence. 

 These two squadrons will be like a spearhead or an arrowhead for the IAF formations. 

They will be used for the long range possessions attack missions. 

 Rafale provides standoff capability when any country attacks India. An active 

electronically scanned array (AESA) radar which enables the pilot to look 200 to 400 

kmsaway. It gives long range precision strike capability, the pilot can detect enemy 

aircraft and share the information and also destroy the targets. 

 The 4th generation Aircraft capabilities involve Situational awareness in which Aircraft 

has got those sensors which enable the pilot to be aware situationally and detect the enemy 

Aircraft for which the Rafale has got AESA radar. 

 The weapons package includes Meteor radar guided Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile 

considered the best in the class with range of over 150 km and Scalp long range air to 

ground missiles. The Rafale will also be fitted with MICA missiles, an Air to Land 

precision missile of more than 300 km range. 
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 Today the warfare is beyond the range capability and not face to face. 

 This deal includes the cost of 36 Rafale fighters, the full weapons package, simulators, 

spares, maintenance, performance-based logistics, India-specific enhancements and 

associated supplies for five years. 

 The Rafale Aircraft will give India a superior Nuclear Strike capability and add to the 

existing nuclear strike capability of Sukhoi Su-30 and Mirage-2000. 

It is the IAF which will spearhead the nuclear deterrence and Rafale will spearhead the 

deterrence 

 

IN 5 INDIAN CHILDREN ‘WASTED’, SAYS GHI 

 At least one in five Indian children under the age of five are ‗wasted,‘ which means they 

have extremely low weight for their height, reflecting acute under-nutrition, according to 

the Global Hunger Index 2018. 

 India has been ranked at 103 out of 119 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2018, with 

hunger levels in the country categorized as ―serious 

 

More about the Report: 

 India‘s ranking has dropped three places from last year, although the Index says its results 

are not accurately comparable from year to year and instead provides a few reference 

years for comparable data. 

 The 2018 scores reflect data from 2013-2017. 

 The only country with a higher prevalence of child wasting is the war-torn nation of South 

Sudan. 

 The report terms hunger and forced migration for the severity worldwide. 

 The report is a peer-reviewed publication released annually by Welthungerhilfe and 

Concern Worldwide. 

 The International Food Policy Research Institute was also involved with the publication 

until this year. 

 

Highlights of the Report: 

 Child wasting is high across South Asia, constituting a ―critical public health emergency‖, 

according to UN organisations. 
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 The report notes that wasting rates are highest for infants aged 0 to 5 months, suggesting 

that attention to birth outcomes and breastfeeding is important. 

 Also, child wasting in the region is associated with a low maternal body mass index, 

suggesting the need for a focus on the nutritional status of the mother during pregnancy. 

 Factors that could reduce child stunting in South Asia include increased consumption of 

non-staple foods, access to sanitation, women‘s education, access to safe water, gender 

equality, and national food availability. 

 

India’s overall performance: 

 India has shown improvement in three of the indicators over the comparable reference 

years. 

 The percentage of undernourished people in the population has dropped from 18.2% in 

2000 to 14.8% in 2018. 

 The child mortality rate has halved from 9.2% to 4.3%, while child stunting has dropped 

from 54.2% to 38.4% over the same period. 

 However, the prevalence of child wasting has actually worsened in comparison to 

previous reference years. 

 It stood at 17.1% in 2000, and increased to 20% in 2005. In 2018, it stands at 21%. South 

Sudan‘s child wasting prevalence is at 28%. 

WORLD BANK’S HUMAN CAPITAL INDEX RELEASED 

 The World Bank released today a Human Capital Index (HCI) as part of the World 

Development Report 2019. 

 Overall, India was ranked 115 among 157 countries. That‘s much below its Asian peers, 

including China ranked 46, Indonesia (87), Malaysia (55). Singapore was ranked number 

one in the world followed by Japan, Hong Kong and Finland. 

 

Key observations in HCI for India  

 Human Capital Index: A child born in India today will be only 44 per cent as 

productive when she grows up as she could be if she enjoyed complete education 

and full health. 

 Probability of Survival to Age 5: 96 out of 100 children born in India survive to 

age 5. 
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 Expected Years of School: In India, a child who starts school at age 4 can expect to 

complete 10.2 years of school by her 18th 

 Harmonized Test Scores: Students in India score 355 on a scale where 625 

represents advanced attainment and 300 represents minimum attainment. 

 Learning-adjusted Years of School: Factoring in what children actually learn, 

expected years of school is only 5.8 years. 

 Adult Survival Rate: Across India, 83 percent of 15-year olds will survive until age 

60. 

 Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate): 62 out of 100 children are not stunted. 38 out 

of 100 children are stunted, and so at risk of cognitive and physical limitations that 

can last a lifetime. 

 Gender Differences: In India, HCI for girls is marginally higher than for boys. 

POCSO ACT: NO TIME BAR TO REPORT CRIMES 

Context: 

 The government clarified that there is no time bar on reporting Sexual abuse.Survivors of 

child sexual abuse can file a police complaint after they become adults. 

 The Ministry of Law, after examining the provisions of POCSO Act vis-à-vis provisions 

of CrPC, has advised that there appears no period of limitation mentioned in Section 19 in 

regard to reporting of the offences under the POCSO Act, 2012. 

 

What enabled the change? 

 An Indian-origin Canadian PoornimaGovindarajulu gathered the courage to take on her 

alleged perpetrator four decades after she was abused. Her meeting with WCD minister 

Maneka Gandhi wherein she requested that the limitations for filing cases of child abuse 

be removed led to the current move.  

 She also filed a petition with Change.org, a social-change platform, seeking clarity in the 

POCSO Act. 

 

Provisions; 

 Section 19 of the POCSO Act, which deals with sexual crimes involving children, lays 

down the procedure for reporting a crime but doesn‘t specify a time limit or statute of 

limitation for reporting it. 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2018 

 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 16 

 

 The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) lays down different limits for crimes which carry 

punishment for a maximum of three years but there is no time bar for crimes that attract a 

jail term for over three years. 

 

Significance : 

 This is an important move for child abuse survivors, who more often than not are turned 

away at police stations or during investigation when they gain the courage to report the 

matter as adults. 

 The development assumes significance after considering the fact that on many occasions 

children are unable to report crimes that they suffered as the perpetrator in many cases 

happens to be from the family itself or any other  known person. Several cases have been 

reported where the victims have grown up and understood the crime. 

 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT, 2012 

Being concerned about such offences against children, the  Government enacted POCSO 

Act, 2012 to protect them from offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography, 

while safeguarding the interest of the child at every stage of the judicial process, by incorporating 

child friendly mechanisms for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and speedy trial of 

offences through designated Special Courts. Any human being up to the age of 18 years is 

recognised as a child under the POCSO Act. 

 

POSCO e – Box: 

 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) e-Box is an online complaint box 

for reporting child sexual abuse.  

 It is an National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) initiative to help 

children report such crimes directly to the Commission.  

 The online complaint management system enables easy reporting and timely action 

against the offenders under the POCSO Act, 2012. 

 E-Box is very simple to operate and will help to maintain the confidentiality of the 

complaint 
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BEAUTIFUL KULGOD IS THE BEST VILLAGE 

Context: 

Kuligod in Karnataka‘s Belagavi district is the country‘s best developed village, but more 

than a third of the gram panchayats ranked in the top 10 are in Andhra Pradesh, according to the 

findings of an ongoing Rural Development Ministry survey. 

 

Kuligod : Most developed village: 

 Kulgod in Karnataka‘s district got ready to celebrate its special status as the results of the 

village ranking came in. Its score: 94 out of 100. 

 Nestled on the banks of the perennial Ghataprabhariver, Kulgod is a clean, green village. 

 It scored high on infrastructure, financial inclusion, women‘s empowerment, health and 

education, among 47 parameters. 

 There are signs of prosperity: a well-equipped gram panchayat office, branches of two 

nationalised banks, a co-op bank, a BSNL centre, a government primary school, three 

private high schools, an electricity customer care centre, a PHC, a veterinary hospital, and 

an ATM. 

 With a population of 7,000 people, it has 5,200 voters. 

 The economy is aided by agriculture, and nearly 90% of the area is irrigated by the 

Ghataprabha right bank canal and the Rameshwar lift irrigation project. 

 There is a frequent bus service. Beyond Class X, girls take a bus to the government 

college at Koujalagi, 6 km away. 

 

Background: 

 The Rural Development Ministry has done a gap analysis of more than 3.5 lakh villages, 

in more than 1.6 lakh panchayats under the Mission Antyodaya convergence scheme. 

 Mission Antyodaya is a convergence framework for measurable effective outcomes on 

parameters that transform lives and livelihoods. 

 Mission Mode Project envisaged by the Ministry of Rural Development. Comprehensive 

and integrated system for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness at Gram Panchayat 

Level. 

 The mission is a State – led partnerships for rapid Rural Transformation to bring 

households out of poverty through diversification and development of multiple 

livelihoods, which will transform lives and livelihood through measurable outcomes. 
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 It is an effort to address the multidimensionality of poverty in a time bound manner 

through a convergence of resources, both financial and human to provide an opportunity 

for transformational changes. 

 A team of officials surveyed and scored village level facilities and amenities using 

parameters related to infrastructure, economic development and livelihood, irrigation 

facilities, health, nutrition and sanitation, women‘s empowerment, and financial inclusion. 

 While in October 2017, an initial baseline survey was carried out in 50,000 gram 

panchayats, this year, the exercise is expected to cover all of the country‘s 2.5 lakh 

panchayats by the end of November. 

 The rankings will be updated as more panchayats are included. 

 

Findings: 

 With multiple panchayats assigned the same score – and thus tied at the same ranking  

there are 97 panchayats in the top 10 ranks. 

 Of these, 37 panchayats are in Andhra Pradesh while 24 are in Tamil Nadu. 

 Villages from other States are represented only in single digits. 

 

WATAL COMMITTEEON PRB: 

 To be an independent regulator has recommended the establishment of PRB within the 

overall structure of the RBI, which would deliver the outcomes which is now changed and 

"there is no need for any deviation and the PRB can be with the RBI". 

 The committee had suggested that the chairperson of the Board should be appointed by the 

government in consultation with the RBI and also put forwarded a draft of the Payment 

and Settlement System Bill 2018 for consideration by the Cabinet. 

 

NATIONAL POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY 

The National Police Commemoration Day Is Observed On October 21 Every Year 
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WORKSHOP ON HEALTH AND NUTRITION INITIATIVES UNDER ASPIRATIONAL 

DISTRICT PROGRAMME 

 

Context: 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, in collaboration with Ministry of Women and 

Child Development organised one-day National Workshop for Orientation of District Officials of 

Aspirational Districts on Health and Nutrition. 

More about the news: 

 The State Health Ministers unveiled the Operational Guidelines on Aspirational Districts 

for Health and Nutrition and launched the e-Mitra Mobile Application. 

 This is a first of its kind initiative by identifying 117 districts under the ‗Aspirational 

Districts‘ Programme with an aim to quickly and effectively transform them. 

 The Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) 

program is an important pillar which will be strengthened under Aspirational Districts 

Programme. 

 The operational guidelines on Aspirational Districts will provide a framework for 

implementing action to be undertaken for various health initiatives to guide the state, 

district, block programme officers and other stakeholders in organizing various activities 

expected to meet the vision for health by leveraging health and nutrition initiatives to 

bring transformation in the lives of people and meet their aspirations to be healthy. 
 

e-Mitra Mobile Application: 

 The e-Mitra (Mobile Integrated Toolkit RMNCH+A ) app has been designed to 

complement the Aspirational District Programme and offers one stop solution to access 

RMNCH+A related statistics from different sources through a combination of approaches. 

 

RIPE FOR PRISON REFORM 

Context: 

 The honourable Supreme Court, late last month, formed a committee on prison reforms. 

This committee would be headed by former Supreme Court judge, Justice Amitava Roy, it 

is to look into the entire gamut of reforms to the prison system. 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2018 

 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 20 

 

 Earlier, Justice A.N. Mulla committee and the Justice Krishna Iyer committee on women 

prisoners (both in the 1980s). 

 

CABINET APPROVES NATIONAL MONITORING FRAMEWORK ON 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

Background: 

 At the Millennium Summit held in 2000 at the UN Headquarters in New York, eight 

development goals known as the ‗Millennium Development Goals‘ (MDGs) were 

adopted, which formed the blueprint for countries to pursue their national development 

strategies from 2000 to 2015. 

 The MDGs targets were unevenly achieved across the countries and a need was felt to 

start fresh discussions to assess the usefulness of the MDGs and to explore possible 

successor to guide development cooperation in the world beyond 2015. 

 

Targets: 

 Measures to mainstream SDGs into on-going national policies, programmes and strategic 

action plans to address the developmental challenges. 

 Statistical indicators of NIF will be the backbone of monitoring of SDGs at the national 

and state level and will scientifically measure the outcomes of the policies to achieve the 

targets under different SDGs. 

 Based on statistical indicator, the MoSPI will bring out national reports on implementation 

of SDGs. The Report will facilitate assessment of progress, identify challenges and give 

recommendations for follow up at the national level. 

 High Level Steering Committee will review the National Indicator Framework on regular 

basis for its improvement. 

 Data source Ministries / Departments will be responsible for providing regular 

information to MoSPI on these indicators at required intervals and disaggregation for 

national and sub-national reporting of SDGs. 

 Advanced IT tools will be used for close and effective monitoring. 
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Impacts: 

 SDGs integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions of development. It 

intends eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world with basic 

motto of ‗SabkaSaathSabkaVikas‘. 

 SDGs with 17 Goals and 169 Targets intend for promotion of sustainable, inclusive and 

equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, reducing inequalities, 

raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social development and inclusion, 

promoting integrated and sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems 

 

THE ALLAHABAD IN PRAYAGRAJ 

International solar alliance: 

 The ISA was launched at the 2015 Paris Climate Change Summit (COP21) by Prime 

Minister NarendraModi and French President Francois Hollande. 

 It seeks to empower solar-rich countries located between the tropic of Cancer and the 

tropic of Capricorn to make collaborative efforts to harness solar energy to generate the 

electricity. 

 Under this alliance, 121 countries that fall within the tropics have been invited. Most of 

these countries fall within Asia, Africa and South America. 

 Originally member countries are to be those that enjoy 300 or more days in a year of 

bright sunlight. But now membership is thrown open to all countries that want to join the 

grouping. There will be no restrictions on duration of sunlight or geographical location. 

 The ISA Framework Agreement entered into force in December 2017 making ISA treaty 

based International Intergovernmental Organization with headquarters at Gurugram, 

India. 

 As of now, 70 countries have signed its framework agreement and 44 have ratified it. 

 

INDIA, RUSSIA SIGN S-400 MISSILE DEAL 

Context: 

 India and Russia concluded the contract for five S-400 ‗Triumf‘ missile systems, one of 

the biggest defence deals in recent times, after the annual summit between Prime Minister 

NarendraModi and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
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G-20 NATIONS  

CONTEXT: 

 The Final G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting under the 2018 

Argentine Presidency and the final BRICS Deputies Meeting under the 2018 South 

African Chairmanship were held on the sidelines of the IMF/Fund Bank Annual Meetings 

 

INDIA WINS ELECTION TO UNHRC 

Context: 

 India was elected to the United Nations' top human rights body for a period of three years 

beginning January 1, 2019, getting 188 votes in the Asia-Pacific category, the highest 

number of votes among all candidates.  

 India got the highest number of votes among all 18 countries in the five regional 

categories. 

 The 193-member UN General Assembly held elections here for new members to the UN 

Human Rights Council.  

 The 18 new members were elected by absolute majority through a secret ballot.  

 Countries needed a minimum of 97 votes to get elected to the Council. 

 

SPECIAL FORCES IN INDIA-U.S. EXERCISE 

The first India-U.S. tri-services exercise is likely to take place in 2019, and talks are on to 

include the special forces of the two countries in the drill. 

 

Bilateral Exercise: 

 The three forces of each country already take part in bilateral exercises separately   

 Armies participate in an annual drill called YudhAbhyas, whose latest edition took 

place in September. 

  Air Forces take part in a bilateral drill called Cope India. 

 The Navies participate in an exercise called Malabar, involving Japan 
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INDIA, CHINA SET TO RESUME DRILL 

India and China will resume the annual joint Army exercise ‗Hand-in-Hand‘ in December 

in China‘s Chengdu region 

INDO-JAPAN JOINT EXERCISE DHARMA GUARDIAN- 2018 

To promote Military cooperation, India and Japan are all set to hold the first ever joint 

military exercise ‘DHARMA GUARDIAN-2018‘ involving the Indian Army and Japan Ground 

Self Defence Force. 

 

12TH ASEM SUMMIT-BRUSSELS BELGIUM  

Context: 

 The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing the Summit said that 

building the future together is the need of the hour and promoting Inclusive growth and 

Sustainable Connectivity should be the priority. 

 Theme of ASEM 12 Summit is ―Global Partners for Global Challenges‖.  

 

Major highlights of the Summit: 

 The ASEM summit will bring together: 

 Heads of state or government of 51 European and Asian countries 

 representatives of the European Union 

 the Secretary General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN 

 

U.S. TO PULL OUT OF RUSSIA MISSILE PACT 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty: 

 The treaty forced both countries to eliminate ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles 

with ranges between approximately 300 and 3,400 miles. 

  It offered a blanket of protection to the United States' European allies and marked a 

watershed agreement between two nations at the center of the arms race during the Cold 

War. 
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XI OPENS WORLD’S LONGEST SEA BRIDGE 

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday inaugurated a 55-km bridge that will deepen the 

integration of Hong Kong and Macao with the rest of China 

 

ISRAEL, INDIA SIGN $777 MN MISSILE DEAL 

Context: 

 Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has signed a $777 mn deal with Bharat Electronics 

Limited (BEL) to supply additional Barak-8 Long Range Surface to Air Missile (LRSAM) 

systems for seven warships of the Indian Navy. 

 ―IAI‘s partnership with India dates many years back and has culminated in joint system 

development and production,‖ IAI Chief Executive Officer Nimrod Sheffer said in Israel 

on Wednesday. 

 The LRSAM can intercept aerial targets up to a range of 80 km. It is being co-developed 

by the DRDO in India and IAI, and will be manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Limited 

 

ASIATIC LIONS: 

 The Asiatic lion‘s range is restricted to the Gir Forest National Park and environs in the 

Indian state of Gujarat. On the IUCN Red List it is listed under Endangered species . 

 The Asiatic lion currently exists as a single subpopulation, and is thus vulnerable to 

extinction from unpredictable events, such as an epidemic or large forest fire.  

 There are indications of poaching incidents in recent years. 

 There are reports that organized gangs have switched attention from tigers to these lions. 

There have also been a number of drowning incidents after lions fell into wells as well. 

 

NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA 

 NMCG is the implementation wing of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management of River Ganga (referred as National Ganga Council). 

 It was established in 2011 as a registered society under Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 It has a two tier management structure and comprises of Governing Council and Executive 

Committee. 

 Both of them are headed by Director General (DG), NMCG. 

 Executive Committee is authorized to approve projects under mission up to Rs.1000 crore.   
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 Similar to structure at national level, State Programme Management Groups (SPMGs) acts 

as implementing arm of State Ganga Committees. 

 This structure attempts to bring all stakeholders on one platform to take a holistic 

approach towards the task of Ganga cleaning and rejuvenation. 

 

00% ORGANIC SIKKIM SHORTLISTED FOR FAO S FUTURE POLICY AWARD 

Context: 

Sikkim‘s State Policy on Organic Farming and Sikkim Organic Mission have been 

shortlisted for an award conferred by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations for the world‘s best policies promoting agro ecological approaches. 

 

More about the news: 

 The 2018 Future Policy Award (FPA) will commend proven policies that effectively scale 

up agro ecological approaches at local, national and international levels. It will celebrate 

outstanding examples for accelerating the transformative change in the way food is 

produced and consumed. 

 According to information about the Sikkim Organic Mission online, Sikkim became the 

first state in India to officially announce adoption of Organic Farming in the year 2003 to 

ensure long term sustenance of soil fertility, protection of environment and ecology, 

healthy living and decreasing the risk of health ailments 

 

GOVERNMENT STEPS TO SAVE FOREST: 

Green India Mission 

 The National Mission for Green India (GIM) is one of the eight Missions outlined under 

the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

 It aims at protecting; restoring and enhancing India‘s diminishing forest cover and 

responding to climate change by a combination of adaptation and mitigation measures. 

 It envisages a holistic view of greening and focuses on multiple ecosystem services, 

especially, biodiversity, water, biomass, preserving mangroves, wetlands, critical habitats 

etc. along with carbon sequestration as a co-benefit. 

 This mission has adopted an integrated cross-sectoral approach as it will be implemented 
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on both public as well as private lands with a key role of the local communities in 

planning, decision making, implementation, and monitoring. 

 

 MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE SCHEME 

 The government has merged National Mission for a Green India, which aims afforestation 

at 10 million hectares of land over the next decade, with MGNREGA to increase and 

improve the country's forest cover.  

 Modern technology like remote sensing is being used to monitor the progress of this 

initiative regularly.  

 Under MGNREGA, forest works such as pre-plantation, pit digging, planting and 

watering, fencing, plant support, and protection activities, weeding, mulching and 

manuring the plants among others can be undertaken for afforestation.  

AMA JUNGLE YOJANA 

 The Ama Jungle Yojana or my forest project is a scheme which focuses on forest 

restoration, promotion of sustainable management of forest by strengthening participatory 

forest management and improvement of livelihood of forest-dependent communities 

 

KERALA TO BECOME THE FIRST SMOKE-FREE STATE 

 Kerala is set to become the first smoke-free State with public sector oil companies eyeing 

100% LPG penetration.  

 The target has almost been achieved in most villages, mofussil towns and cities in the 

State.  

 

PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA: 

 Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana aims to provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections 

to poor households. 

 Eligible:Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a below poverty line family 

identified through the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-free LPG 

connection with financial assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by the Centre. 

 Identification of household:Eligible households will be identified in consultation with 

state governments and Union territories. The scheme is being implemented by the 
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Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

 

Objectives of the scheme are: 

 Empowering women and protecting their health. 

 Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel. 

 Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 

 Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused 

due to indoor air pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 

 

NATIONAL AIR QUALITY INDEX: 

 This index is launched under Swacch Bharat Abhiyan in 2014 

 Aim is ‗one number- one colour-one description‘ for the common man to judge the air 

quality within his vicinity Air quality is declared in 6 categories 

Key Pollutants: 

 Nitrogen oxide, Sulphur dioxide, PM2.5, PM 10, Ozone, Carbon monoxide, Ammonia, 

Lead 

 There are six AQI categories, namely Good, Satisfactory, Moderately polluted, Poor, Very 

Poor, and Severe. 

 

Center Pollution Control Board (CPCB): 

 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory organisation under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

 It was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 

1974. 

 CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

 It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 It Co-ordinates the activities of the State Pollution Control Boards by providing technical 

assistance and guidance and also resolves disputes among them 
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SAFAR: 

 SAFAR stands for System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research 

 It is a research program to build Air-Pollution mitigation strategies in consonance with 

nation‘s economic development 

 It is launched in greater metropolitan cities of India to provide location specific 

information on air quality in near real time 

 It has been combined with the early warning system on weather parameters 

 The ultimate objective of the project is to increase awareness among general public 

regarding the air quality in their city well in advance so that appropriate mitigation 

measures and systematic action can be taken up for betterment of air quality and related 

health issues. 

 SAFAR was developed indigenously by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), 

Pune and operationalized by India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

 It also will measure sun‘s UV-Index (UVI), PM1, Mercury and Black carbon in real time 

in addition to regular air quality and weather parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur 

Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides, Carbon Monoxide. 

GI TAG FOR ALPHONSO FROM KONKAN 

 Alphonso from Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts of  

Maharashtra, is registered as Geographical Indication (GI). 

 The king of mangoes, Alphonso, better known as ‗Hapus‘ in Maharashtra, is in demand in 

domestic and international markets not only for its taste but also for pleasant fragrance and 

vibrant colour. 

 

Geographical identification tag (GI Tag) 

 Geographical Indication is a genre of Intellectual Property. 

 GI tag is an insignia on products having a unique geographical origin and evolution over 

centuries with regards to its special quality or reputation attributes. 

 The status to the products marks its authenticity and ensures that registered authorised 

users are allowed to use the popular product name. 

 These could be naturally grown crops like Assam Chilies or manufactured products like 

Jaipur Pottery. 

 GI tags are given on the basis of the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 
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Protection) Act, 1999. 

 The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after which it needs to be renewed. 

 Violation of GI tags is punishable offence under law. 

 

Benefits: 

 Legal protection to the products 

 Prevents unauthorised use of a GI tag products by others 

 Helps consumers to get quality products of desired traits 

 Promotes economic prosperity of producers of GI tag goods by enhancing their demand in 

national and international markets. 

 The GI tag allows the producers of the objects to claim a premium for their products. 

Thus, it is financially beneficial to them. 

 The GI tag can also pique interest of consumers and thus raise demand for a product 

again benefiting the producer. 

 

legalities related to GI Tag: 

 It is covered as an element of intellectual property rights (IPRs) under the Paris 

Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property. 

 At international level, GI is governed by World Trade Organisation‘s (WTO‘s) Agreement 

on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

 In India, GI registration is governed by the Geographical Indications of goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 which came into force in September 2003. 

 

Facts: 

 Darjeeling tea was the first product to accorded with GI tag in India (2004).  

 There are a total of 325 products from India that carry this indication 

 

A.P. RANKED FIRST, WITH 10.5% GROWTH 

 Andhra Pradesh has achieved the number one rank in the country with an average growth 

of 10.5% during the last four years. 

 It has surpassed many developed States such as Maharashtra and Gujarat following a 

―focused approach‖ and setting high targets for itself. 
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PRADHAN MANTRIANNADATAAAYSANRAKSHANABHIYAN (PM-AASHA) 

 Giving a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government and in keeping with 

its commitment and dedication for the Annadata, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime 

Minister NarendraModi has approved a new Umbrella Scheme ―Pradhan 

MantriAnnadataAaySanraksHanAbhiyan‘ (PM-AASHA).   

 ―The umbrella scheme consists of three sub-schemes i.e. Price Support Scheme (PSS), 

Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS) and Private Procurement &Stockist Scheme 

(PPSS) on a pilot basis.‖ 

 

Concerns raised by RBI: 

 The increase in MSP for rabi crops comes just ahead of the RBI monetary policy 

announcement. 

 It is important to note that the RBI, in its August policy statement, had indicated MSP 

increase among possible factors that could influence its outlook on inflation. 

 The latest move on MSP could further escalate the concerns of the Reserve Bank over 

inflation. 

 Crucially, the RBI, in its last policy statement had said that there is a considerable 

uncertainty and the exact impact would depend on the nature and scale of the 

government‘s procurement operations. 

 

WORLD EGG DAY 

U.S.-JAPANESE PAIR WIN NOBEL MEDICINE PRIZE 

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, Nano-technology, bio-technology 

and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

 

Context: 

 Two immunologists, James Allison of the U.S. and TasukuHonjo of Japan, won the 2018 

Nobel Medicine Prize for research into how the body‘s natural defences can fight cancer 

 

More about the news: 

 The award-winning discovery led to treatments targeting proteins made by some immune 

system cells that act as a ―brake‖ on the body‘s natural defences killing cancer cells. 
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 Unlike more traditional forms of cancer treatment that directly target cancer cells, Dr. 

Allison and Dr. Honjo figured out how to help the patient‘s own immune system tackle 

the cancer more quickly. 

 The therapy ―has now revolutionized cancer treatment and has fundamentally changed the 

way we view how cancer can be managed‖. 

 

2018 NOBEL PHYSICS PRIZE: ASHKIN, MOUROU AND STRICKLAND WIN FOR LASER 

RESEARCH 

Context: 

 Three researchers shared the 2018 Nobel Physics Prize for inventions in the field of laser 

physics which have paved the way for advanced precision instruments used in corrective 

eye surgery and industry 

 Ashkin, was honoured for his invention of ―optical tweezers‖ that grab particles, atoms, 

viruses and other living cells with their laser beam fingers. 

 With this he was able to use the radiation pressure of light to move physical 

objects, ―an old dream of science fiction,‖ . 

 Meanwhile Mourou, and Strickland —only the third woman to win the Physics Prize—

won for together developing a method to generate ultra-short optical pulses, ―the shortest 

and most intense laser pulses ever created by mankind,‖  

 Their technique is now used in corrective eye surgery. 

 

Last year - physics price: 

US astrophysicists Barry Barish, Kip Thorne and Rainer Weiss won the physics prize for 

the discovery of gravitational waves, predicted by Albert Einstein a century ago as part of his 

theory of general relativity 

 

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION (ISS) : 

 The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a habitable artificial satellite, in 

low Earth orbit. Its first component launched into orbit in 1998, the last pressurised 

module was fitted in 2011, and the station is expected to operate until 2028. 

 The ISS is the largest human-made body in low Earth orbit and can often be seen with the 

naked eye from Earth. 
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 The ISS consists of pressurised modules, external trusses, solar arrays, and other 

components. ISS components have been launched by Russian Proton and Soyuz rockets, 

and American Space Shuttles. 

 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which 

crew members conduct experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, 

meteorology, and other fields. 

 The station is suited for the testing of spacecraft systems and equipment required for 

missions to the Moon and Mars. 

 The ISS programme is a joint project among five participating space agencies: NASA, 

Roscosmos, JAXA, ESA, and CSA.The ownership and use of the space station is 

established by intergovernmental treaties and agreements. 

 The station is divided into two sections, the Russian Orbital Segment (ROS) and the 

United States Orbital Segment (USOS), which is shared by many nations. 

 

 

PRITHVI-II MISSILE NIGHT TRIAL SUCCESSFUL 

 

 

Prithvi - 2 : 

 Prithvi-II is the first missile to be indigenously developed by the DRDO under the 

Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme. 

 Range: It is surface-to-surface medium range ballistic missile with strike range of 350 km. 

 Warheads: It is capable of carrying 500 kg to 1000 kg of conventional as well as nuclear 

warheads. 

 Fuel and stages: 

 It is single-stage liquid-fuelled. 

 It uses advanced inertial guidance system along with manoeuvring trajectory to hit 

its target precisely. 

 It already has been inducted into India‘s armed forces in 2003. 

 Variants: 

 Prithvi-I for the Indian Army, 

 Prithvi-II for the Indian Air Force, andDhanush Missile for Indian Navy 
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CHANDRA TELESCOPE: 

 The Chandra X-Ray Observatory is a NASA telescope that looks at black holes, quasars, 

supernovas, and the like – all sources of high energy in the universe. It shows a side of the 

cosmos that is invisible to the human eye. 

 It was previously known as the Advanced X-ray Astrophysics Facility (AXAF). 

 After more than a decade in service, the observatory has helped scientists glimpse the 

universe in action. It has watched galaxies collide, observed a black hole with cosmic 

hurricane winds, and glimpsed a supernova turning itself inside out after an explosion. 

 The telescope is named after the Nobel Prize-winning Indian-American astrophysicist 

Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar 

 

IAF GETS FIRST OVERHAULED SUKHOI 

Context: 

 In an important development for the fighter aircraft squadrons of the country, the first 

indigenously overhauled Sukhoi-30 MKI frontline fighter jet was handed over by the Base 

Repair Depot (BRD) in Ojhar to the Indian Air Force. 

 

Sukhoi Su-30MKI: 

 The Sukhoi Su-30MKI is a multirole combat fighter aircraft jointly developed by the 

Russia‘s  Sukhoi Design Bureau and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the Indian 

Air Force (IAF). 

 The development of the Su-30MKI for the IAF began in 1995.  

 The first Russian-made Su-30MKI variant was accepted into the Indian Air Force in 2002,  

 while the first indigenously assembled Su-30MKI entered service with the IAF in 2004. 

 The IAF had 240 Su-30MKIs in service as of October 2017.  

 The Su-30MKI is expected to form the backbone of the Indian Air Force's fighter fleet to 

2020 and beyond. 

 Sukhoi and Irkutsk Aircraft Production Association (now known as Irkut Corporation) 

were initially responsible for the development and production of the aircraft respectively. 

 In October 2000, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed for Indian licence-

production of 140 Su-30MKIs; in December 2000, a deal was sealed at Russia's Irkutsk 

aircraft plant for full technology transfer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorandum_of_understanding
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INS TARANGINI 

 The sail training ship of Indian Navy, INS Tarangini based at Kochi, returned after a 

seven month long sailing across the world to a grand reception at naval base, Kochi on 30 

Oct 18. 

 The Voyage named ―Lokayan 18‖ was flagged off on 10 Apr 18 from Kochi. 

 During the voyage, the ship has proudly ‗shown the flag‘ and highlighted the diverse 

culture of India across 15 ports in 13 countries 

 

CONGOLESE DOCTOR, YAZIDI ACTIVIST GETS NOBEL PEACE PRICE 

Context: 

 The Congolese gynaecologist, Denis Mukwege, who has treated thousands of rape 

victims, and Nadia Murad, the Iraqi Yazidi, who was sold into sex slavery by Isis, have 

been jointly awarded the 2018 Nobel peace prize. 

 

More about the news: 

 The committee said: ―They have both put their own personal security at risk by 

courageously combating war crimes and securing justice for victims.‖ 

 The committee said they had both ―helped to give greater visibility to war-time sexual 

violence‖. The joint award comes a decade since the UN security council adopted 

Resolution 1820 (2008), which determined that the use of sexual violence as a weapon of 

war and armed conflict constitutes both a war crime and a threat to international peace and 

security. 

 Murad is the second youngest Nobel Prize laureate after MalalaYousafzai 

 

MANIPURI ACTIVISTS WINS INTERNATIONAL AWARD 

Context: 

 BinalakshmiNepram, a rights activist from Manipur has won Reach All Women in WAR 

(RAW in WAR) ) Anna Politkovskaya Award. The prestigious award being conferred to 

female human rights workers. 
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More about the news: 

 This prestigious award is being offered to recognize female bravery across the world and 

this certainly is a matter of pride not only for the people of North-east but of the entire 

nation. 

 The organization that provides this award, RAW in WAR, is a UK-based charity that has 

come forward to support women human rights defenders and war victims. 

 Binalakshmi was the founder of the Manipur Women Gun Survivors Network in which 

she extended a hand of help to more than 20,000 women who have a history of dealing 

with decades of armed conflicts and ethnic violence. 

 

PM AWARDED THE 2018 SEOUL PEACE PRIZE 
 

Context: 

 The Seoul Peace Prize Committee has decided to confer the 2018 Seoul Peace Prize on 

Prime Minister Shri NarendraModi, in recognition of his dedication to improving 

international cooperation, raising global economic growth, accelerating the Human 

Development of the people of India by fostering economic growth in the world‘s fastest 

growing large economy and furthering the development of democracy through anti-

corruption and social integration efforts. 

 The Committee lauded PM‘s initiatives to make the government cleaner through anti-

corruption measures and demonetization. 

 The Committee also credited Prime Minister for his contribution towards regional and 

global peace through a proactive foreign policy with countries around the world under the 

‗Modi Doctrine‘ and the ‗Act East Policy.‘ 

 Prime Minister Modi is the fourteenth recipient of this award. 

 

Background: 

 The Seoul Peace Prize was established in 1990 to commemorate the success of the 24th 

Olympic Games held in Seoul, Republic of Korea – an event in which 160 nations from 

across the world took part, creating harmony and friendship and a worldwide atmosphere 

of peace and reconciliation. 

 The Seoul Peace Prize was established to crystallize the Korean people‘s yearning for 

peace on the Korean Peninsula and in the rest of the world. 
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 The Seoul Peace Prize has been awarded biennially to those individuals who have made 

their mark through contributions to the harmony of mankind, reconciliation between 

nations and to world peace. 

 Past laureates include distinguished global personalities like former UN Secretary General 

Kofi Annan, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and renowned international relief 

organizations like Doctors without Borders and Oxfam. 

 

ACT EAST POLICY: 

 The Act East Policy was set in motion by Prime Minister NarendraModi at the East Asia 

Summit in Myanmar in November 2014.   

 India's Act East Policy focuses on the extended neighbourhood in the Asia-Pacific region.  

 The policy has gained political, strategic and cultural dimensions including establishment 

of institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation.  

 

Objective: 

 The Objective of ''Act East Policy‖ is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and 

develop strategic relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region  

 continuous engagement at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels thereby providing 

enhanced connectivity to the States of North Eastern Region   

 The North East of India has been a priority in the Act East Policy (AEP).  

  AEP provides an interface between North East India and the ASEAN region.   

 Some of the major projects include Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport Project, the 

IndiaMyanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway Project, Rhi-Tiddim Road Project, Border 

Haats, etc. 

 

AZAD HIND GOVERNMENT 

Context:  

 Seventy years after Subhash Chandra Bose assumed the leadership of the ‗Azad Hind 

Government‘, PM NarendraModi will hoist the national flag and unveil a plaque to 

celebrate the 75th anniversary of the erstwhile government on October 21 at the Red Fort.  
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About Azad Hind Government:  

 NetajiSubhash Chandra Bose had announced the establishment of the provisional 

government of Azad Hind in occupied Singapore in 1943.  

 Known as ArziHukumat-e-Azad Hind, it was supported by the Axis powers of Imperial 

Japan, Nazi Germany, the Italian Social Republic, and their allies.  

 The revered freedom fighter had launched a struggle to free India from British rule under 

the banner of the provisional government-in exile during the latter part of the Second 

World War. 

 

MAHATMA GANDHI INTERNATIONAL SANITATION CONVENTION 

Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention is being held in New Delhi. 

Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention: 

 The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention is being organised by the 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation to mark the beginning of the 150th birth 

anniversary celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi, also coinciding with the fourth anniversary 

of the launch of Swachh Bharat Mission.  

  Ministers from over 70 countries will be invited and taken on a ‗Gandhi Trail‘ in Gujarat.  

 The government will use the occasion to ―showcase its performance‖ and ―success story‖ 

in the Swachh Bharat programme in the past four years, which was launched on October 

2, 2014, and have a face-toface dialogue with the world leaders to share their experiences 

on sanitation programmes.  

SDG:  

 By 2030, the Sustainable Development Goals, specifically SDG #6, aim to reach everyone 

with sanitation, and halve the proportion of untreated wastewater and increase recycling 

and safe reuse.  

 The global sanitation crisis is reflected in the following facts, according to reports from 

the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children‘s Fund 

(UNICEF): Around 60% of the global population – 4.5 billion people – either have no 

toilet at home or one that doesn‘t safely manage excreta.  

 862 million people worldwide still practise open defecation.  
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 Billions of people use an unimproved source of drinking water with no protection against 

contamination from faeces.  

 Globally, 80% of the wastewater generated by society flows back into the ecosystem 

without being treated or reusedOnly 39% of the global population (2.9 billion people) use 

a safely-managed sanitation service, that is, excreta safely disposed of in situ or treated 

off-site.  

 Combined with safe water and good hygiene, improved sanitation could prevent around 

842,000 deaths each year.  

 

SWACHH BHARAT MISSION:  

 The Government of India launched the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) on 2nd October 

2014, with an aim to build a Clean and Open Defecation Free (ODF) India by 2nd October 

2019, as a befitting tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary.  

 Since the inception of the program, the ruralsanitation coverage of India hasincreased 

significantly, from 39% in October 2014 to over 90% as of September 2018. Over 78 

million household toilets have been constructed under the Mission. As a result, 25 

States/Union Territories, over 513 districts, and 5,04,316 villages have declared 

themselves as free from open defecation. 

 

MOUNT ETNA 

About Mt. Etna:  

 Mount Etna is the largest active volcano in Europe and one of the world‘s most frequently 

erupting volcanoes. It is also the volcano with the longest record of continuous eruption.  

 Located near the east coast of the island of Sicily in Italy, Mount Etna is 10,900 feet 

(3,329 meters) tall with a base circumference of about 93 miles (150 kilometers). 

 Cyclonic storm ‗TITLI‘ has hit the Bay of Bengal and another cyclonic storm ‗LUBAN‘ 

has hit the Arabian sea. 
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ANTI- DEFECTION LAW 

The anti-defection law:  

 The 10th Schedule to the Constitution, popularly referred to as the ‗Anti-Defection Law,‘ 

was inserted by the 52nd Amendment in 1985. The grounds for disqualification are 

mentioned under Articles 102 (2) and 191 (2). A Member of Parliament or state legislature 

is deemed to have defected:  

 When the elected member voluntarily gives up his membership of a political party.  

 If he votes or abstains from voting in such House contrary to any direction issued by his 

political party or anyone authorised to do so, without obtaining prior permission.  

 Independent members would be disqualified if they joined a political party.  

 Nominated members who were not members of a party could choose to join a party within 

six months; after that period, they were treated as a party member or independent member.  

Exceptions under the Law:  

 Any person elected as speaker or chairman could resign from his party, and rejoin the 

party if he demitted that post.  

 A party could be merged into another if at least two-thirds of its party legislators voted for 

the merger.  

 The law initially permitted splitting of parties, but that has now been outlawed. Decision 

of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review:  

 The law initially stated that the decision of the Presiding Officer is not subject to judicial 

review.  

 This condition was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1992, thereby allowing appeals 

against the Presiding Officer‘s decision in the High Court and Supreme Court.  

 However, it held that there may not be any judicial intervention until the Presiding Officer 

gives his order 

 

VIGILANCE AWARENESS WEEK 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will observe the Vigilance Awareness Week 

from 29th October to 3rd November, 2018 as per the directions of Central Vigilance Commission 

(CVC), Government of India 
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About CVC:  

 It is the apex vigilance institution. It was created via executive resolution (based on the 

recommendations of Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was conferred with statutory 

status in 2003.  

 It submits its report to the President of India.  

 Composition: Presently, the body consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 

vigilance commissioners.  

 Appointment: They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a 

committee consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the 

Opposition in LokSabha (if there is no LoP then the leader of the single largest Opposition 

party in the LokSabha).  

 Term: Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier.  

 Removal: The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be 

removed from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved 

misbehavior or incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the 

President, has, on inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any 

Vigilance Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed 

 

SECTION 151A OF THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1951 

What is Section 151A of RPA all about?  

• It mandates the Election Commission to fill the casual vacancies in the Houses of Parliament 

and State Legislatures through bye elections within six months from the date of occurrence of the 

vacancy, provided that the remainder of the term of a member in relation to a vacancy is one year 

or more.  

How EC defends its move?  

• By elections are required to be held under Section 151A of RP Act within six months from the 

date of occurrence of the vacancy.  

• Vacancies in Karnataka occurred more than a year before the expiry of the term of the house.  
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• In case of vacancies in Andhra Pradesh, there is no need to hold by elections as the remaining 

term of LokSabha is less than one year. 

 

NATIONAL POLICY ON ELECTRONICS 2018 

Highlights of the policy:  

Aim: To promote domestic manufacturing in entire value-chain of ESDM sector for spur 

economic development in the country. It also aims to double the target of mobile phone 

production from 500 million units in 2019 to 1 billion by 2025 to meet objective.  

Target: Create $400 billion electronics manufacturing industry by 2025, with mobile phone 

devices segment accounting for three-fourths of production. It also includes targeted production 

of 1 billion mobile handsets by 2025, valued at $190 billion (approximately Rs. 13 lakh crore) 

and also 600 million mobile handsets valued at $110 billion (approximately Rs. 7 lakh crore) for 

export.  

Incentives: It replaces existing incentive schemes like Modified Special Incentive Package 

Scheme (M-SIPS), with schemes that are easier to implement such as interest subsidy and credit 

default guarantee etc. It also takes into consideration interest subsidy and credit default guarantee 

in order to encourage new units and in expansion of existing units in electronics manufacturing 

sector.  

• It also proposes to push development of core competencies in all sub-sectors of electronics 

including electronic components and semiconductors, automotive electronics, defence 

electronics, industrial electronics, strategic electronics etc. It also proposes to set up 20 greenfield 

and three brownfield electronic manufacturing cluster projects have been sanctioned with project 

outlay of Rs 3,898 crore, including Rs 1,577 crore from Central Government.  

Tax benefits: It proposes suitable direct tax benefits, including inter-alia investment-linked 

deduction under Income Tax (IT) Act for electronics manufacturing sector, for setting up of new 

manufacturing unit or expansion of an existing unit. The proposal includes increasing tax benefits 

on expenditure incurred on R&D, enhancing rate of duty drawback for electronics sector, 

reimbursement of state levies and other levies for which input tax credit is not available, allowing 

duty free import of second-hand capital goods for electronics hardware manufacturing etc. It also 
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proposes cess on select electronic goods resources to promote certain critical sub-sectors of 

electronic manufacturing such as semiconductor wafer fabrication and display fabrication units. 

 

LPG SET TO MAKE KERALA THE FIRST SMOKE-FREE STATE 

Kerala is now set to become the firstsmoke-free State in the country with public sector oil 

companies eyeing 100% LPG penetration here.  

Key facts:  

 LPG is being supplied beyond commercial considerations with the Pradhan 

MantriUjjwalaYojana initiated by the Ministry of Petroleum.  

 With three bottling plants at Kochi, Kozhikode, and Kollam, LPG is being brought to 

49.79 lakh customers through 308 distributors. 

About Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana:  

 Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojanaaimsto provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections 

to poor households.  

 Who is eligible? Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a below poverty line 

family identified through the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-

free LPG connection with financial assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by the Centre. 

Identification of households:  

Eligible households will be identified in consultation with state governments and Union 

territories. The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.  

Some of the objectives of the scheme are:  

 Empowering women and protecting their health.  

 Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel.  

 Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel.  

 Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused 

due to indoor air pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 
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What is the Citizenship Act 1995?  

 Under Article 9 of the Indian Constitution, a person who voluntarily acquires citizenship 

of any other country is no longer an Indian citizen. 

 Citizenship by descent: Persons born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, but before 

December 10, 1992, are citizens of India by descent if their father was a citizen of India at 

the time of their birth.  

1. From December 3, 2004, onwards, persons born outside of India shall not be considered 

citizens of India unless their birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of the date 

of birth.  

2. In Section 8 of the Citizenship Act 1955, if an adult makes a declaration of renunciation of 

Indian citizenship, he loses Indian citizenship. Who is an illegal immigrant?  

 According to the Citizenship Act (1955), an illegal immigrant is defined as a person who 

enters India without a valid passport or stays in the country after the expiry of the visa 

permit. 

 Also, the immigrant who uses false documents for the immigration process.  

What are the guidelines to become an Indian citizenship?  

• Citizenship is granted to an individual by the government of the country when he/she complies 

with the legal formalities, so it‘s like a judicial concept.  

In India, the Citizenship Act, 1995 prescribes five ways of acquiring citizenship:  

1. Birth.  2. Descent.  3. Registration.  

4. Naturalization.   5. Incorporation of the territory 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI ANNADATA AAY SANRAKSHAN ABHIYAN 

 Giving a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government and in keeping with 

its commitment and dedication for the Annadata, the Union Cabinet approved, in 

September 2018, a new Umbrella Scheme ―Pradhan 

MantriAnnadataAaySanraksHanAbhiyan‘ (PM-AASHA).  
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 The Scheme is aimed at ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers for their produce as 

announced in the Union Budget for 2018. The umbrella scheme ‗PM-AASHA‘ comprises 

three sub-schemes:  

1. Price Support Scheme (PSS).  

2. Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS).  

3. Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS).  

 

Price Support Scheme (PSS):  

 Under the scheme, the physical procurement of pulses, oilseeds and Copra will be done by 

Central Nodal Agencies with the proactive role of the state governments.  

 Further, in addition to NAFED, the Food Cooperation of India (FCI) will take up PSS 

operations in states and districts.  

 The procurement expenditure and losses due to procurement will be borne by the Union 

Government as per norms.  

 

Price Deficiency Payment Scheme this scheme (PDPS):  

 Under the scheme, it is proposed to cover all oilseeds for which minimum support price 

(MSP) is notified.  

 In this, direct payment of the difference between the MSP and the selling/modal price will 

be made to preregistered farmers selling his produce in the notified market yard through a 

transparent auction process. All payments will be done directly into the registered bank 

account of the farmer.  

 This scheme does not involve any physical procurement of crops as farmers are paid the 

difference between the MSP price and sale or modal price on disposal in the notified 

market. The support of the central government for PDPS will be given as per norms.  

 

Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS):  

 For oilseeds, the states will have the option to roll out Private Procurement Stockist 

Scheme (PPSS) on pilot basis in selected districts and Agricultural Produce Market 

Committee‘s (APMC) of district involving the participation of private stockiest.  
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 The pilot district and selected APMC(s) will cover one or more crop of oilseeds for which 

MSP is notified.  

 Since this is similar to the PSS scheme, as it involves physical procurement of the notified 

commodity, the scheme shall substitute PSS/PDPS in the pilot districts.  

 The selected private agency shall procure the commodity at MSP in the notified markets 

during the notified period from the registered farmers in accordance with the PPSS 

Guidelines, whenever the prices in the market fall below the notified MSP and whenever 

authorised by the state or UT government to enter the market. The maximum service 

charges up to 15% of the notified MSP will be payable. 

 

RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA CAMP 

About RashtriyaVayoshriYojana:  

 The Scheme aims at providing Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering 

from any of the age-related disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss 

ofteeth and Locomotor disability, with such assistedliving devices which can restore near 

normalcy in their bodily functions, overcoming the disability/infirmity manifested.  

 Thisis a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. The expenditure 

for implementation of the scheme will be met from the ―Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund―.  

 Under the scheme, free of cost distribution of the devices, commensurate with the extent 

of disability/infirmity that is manifested among the eligible senior citizens will take place.  

 In case of multiple disabilities/infirmities manifested in the same person, the assistive 

devices will be given in respect of each disability/impairment.  

 Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State Governments/UT 

Administrations through a Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District 

Collector.  

 As far as possible, 30% of the beneficiaries in each district shall be women. 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI BHARTIYA JANAUSHADHI PARIYOJANA 

About PMBJP:  

 ‗Pradhan MantriBhartiyaJanaushadhiPariyojana‘ is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. Of India, to provide quality medicines at affordable 
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prices to the masses through special kendra‘s known as Pradhan MantriBhartiya Jan 

Aushadhi Kendra.  

 Pradhan MantriBhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra (PMBJK) have been set up to provide 

generic drugs, which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in quality and 

efficacy as expensive branded drugs.  

 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of PMBJP. BPPI 

(Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India) has been established under the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of all the CPSUs. 

 

ATAL INNOVATION MISSION 

Context:  

 To promote innovative cooperation between students of India and Russia, a Memorandum 

of Understanding was recently exchanged between India‘s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) 

and the Russian Federation‘s SIRIUS Educational Foundation.  

The MoU seeks to:  

 Remove cultural and language barriers between students of Russia and India.  

 Share the best practices in the promotion of educational, scientific, innovative 

achievements.  

 Promote innovative cooperation.  

 Search and develop the talented youth of both countries fostering a knowledge-driven 

innovation ecosystem in both the countries 

About AIM:  

 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the Government of India‘s flagship initiative to 

promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the country.  

 AIM is mandated to create an umbrella structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of the 

country and revolutionizing the innovation eco-system – touching upon the entire 

innovation life cycle through various programs. 
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GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS INDEX 2018 

Context:  

The World Economic Forum (WEF) has released the Global Competitiveness Report 2018.  

Performance of India:  

 India was ranked as the 58th most competitive economy with a score of 62.0 on the 

Global Competitiveness Index 2018.  

 India jumped five spots from 2017, the largest gain among G20 economies.  

 India ranked highest among South Asian countries. Sri Lanka was ranked 86th, 

Bangladesh 103rd, Pakistan 107th and Nepal 109th.  

 As per the report, India leads the region in all other areas of competitiveness except for 

health, education and skills.  

 As per the report, India‘s greatest competitive advantages include its market size and 

innovation 

 

IMPRESS SCHEME 

 The objective of Impactful Policy Research in Social Sciences (IMPRESS) is to identify 

and fund research proposals in social sciences with maximum impact on the governance 

and society.  

 It will provide an opportunity for social science researchers in any institution in the 

country which includes all universities (central and state) and also a few private 

institutions meeting the requirement.  

 The scheme will focus on broad thematic areas such as state and democracy, urban 

transformation; media, culture and society; employment, skills and rural transformation; 

governance; innovation and public policy; macro-trade and economic policy and social 

media and technology.  

 Under IMPRESS, 1,500 research projects will be awarded for two years to support social 

science research in the higher educational institutions.  

 The Indian Council of Social Science and Research (ICSSR) will be the project 

implementing agency.  

 The scheme will be implemented till March, 2021 
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SITTWE PORT 

Where is Sittwe located?  

 Sittweisthe capital of Rakhine State (which has been in the news for the plight of 

Rohingya Muslims) in southwestern Myanmar.  

 It is located at the mouth of the Kaladanriver, which flows into Mizoram in north-eastern 

India. 

About Kaladan project:  

 The Kaladan project connects Sittwe Port in Myanmar to the India-Myanmar border.  

 The project was jointly initiated by India and Myanmar to create a multi-modal platform 

for cargo shipments from the eastern ports to Myanmar and to the North-eastern parts of 

the country through Myanmar.  

 It is expected to open up sea routes and promote economic development in the North-

eastern states, and also add value to the economic, commercial and strategic ties between 

India and Myanmar.  

 This project will reduce distance from Kolkata to Sittwe by approximately 1328 km and 

will reduce the need to transport good through the narrow Siliguri corridor, also known as 

Chicken‘s Neck. 

 

CHABAHAR PORT 

India, Afghanistan and Iran recently held their first trilateral meeting on Chabahar port 

project during which they reviewed its implementation. The meeting assumes significance as the 

strategically-located port on the energy-rich Iran‘s southern coast was coming under the ambit of 

US sanctions on Tehran. 

 

IORA- DELHI DECLARATION:  

21 countries in the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) recently adopted the Delhi Declaration 

on Renewable Energy in the Indian Ocean Region. The declaration was the outcome of the 2nd 

IORA Renewable Energy Ministerial Meeting. 
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About IORA:  

The Indian Ocean Rim Association was set up with the objective of strengthening regional 

cooperation and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean Region with 21 Member States 

and 7 Dialogue Partners 

 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE:  

 International Court of Justice has ordered the United States to lift sanctions on Iran that 

affect imports of humanitarian goods and products and services linked to the safety of 

civil aviation. The ruling by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) is legally binding 

About ICJ: What is it?  

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the UN. 

Established in 1946 to replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, the ICJ 

mainly operates under the statute of its predecessor, which is included in the UN Charter.  

 

It has two primary functions:  

 To settle legal disputes submitted by States in accordance with established international 

laws, and to act as an advisory board on issues submitted to it by authorized international 

organizations.  

 

Members of the Court:  

 The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to nine-year terms of 

office by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 These organs vote simultaneously but separately. In order to be elected, a candidate must 

receive an absolute majority of the votes in both bodies.  

 In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three 

years. Judges are eligible for re-election. 

 

UN CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT:  

Pankaj Sharma has been appointed as ambassador and India‘s permanent representative to 

United Nations Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. 
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UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION:  

World Post Day is observed every year on October 9 to spread awareness about the postal 

services and their role in the everyday lives of people and businesses. The day is celebrated to 

mark anniversary of the establishment of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1874 in the Swiss 

Capital, Bern 

 

UNHRC 

About UNHRC:  

 The UN body was established in 2006 with the aim of promoting and protecting human 

rights around the globe, as well as investigating alleged human rights violations.  

 It is made up of 47 member states, which are selected by the UN General Assembly on a 

staggered basis each year for three-year-long terms.  

 Members meet around three times a year to debate human rightsissues and pass non-

binding resolutions and recommendations by majority vote.  

 The council also carries out the Universal Periodic Review of all UN member states, 

which allows civil society groups to bring accusations of human rights violations in 

member states to the attention of the UN 

IMF 

About IMF:  

 The IMF, along with the World Bank, was conceived in 1944 at a conference in Bretton 

Woods, in the US state of New Hampshire.  

 It aims to preserve economic stability and to tackle – or ideally prevent – financial crises. 

Over time, its focus has switched to the developing world.  

 The IMF is funded by a charge – known as a ―quota‖ – paid by member nations – based 

on a country‘s wealth.  

 The IMF also acts as a lender of last resort, disbursing its foreign exchange reserves for 

short periods to any member in difficulties. 
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FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE (FATF) 

About FATF: What is it?  

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 

1989 on the initiative of the G7.  

 It is a ―policy-making body‖ which works to generate the necessary political will to bring 

about national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas.  

 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris.  

 

Objectives:  

 The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation of 

legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist 

financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

 

FUSION ENERGY CONFERENCE 

 The 27th Fusion Energy Conference (FEC 2018) was held recently in Gandhinagar, 

Gujarat.  

 It was organised by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and hosted by 

Department of Atomic Energy and Gandhinagar-based Institute of Plasma Research. 

About IAEA:  

 The IAEA is the world‘s centre for cooperation in the nuclear field. It was set up as the 

world‘s ―Atoms for Peace‖ organization in 1957 within the United Nations family. The 

Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the 

safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STATUS AND PROTECTION OF CORAL 

REEFS (STAPCOR – 2018) 

The International Conference on Status and Protection of Coral Reefs (STAPCOR – 2018) 

is being held at Bangaram coral Island of Territory of Lakshadweep 
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What are coral reefs?  

Coral reefs have evolved on earth over the past 200 to 300 million years, and have 

developed a unique and highly evolved form of symbiosis. Coral polyps have developed this 

relationship with tiny single-celled algae known as zooxanthellae. Inside the tissues of each coral 

polyp live these zooxanthellae, sharing space and nutrients.  

This symbiosis between plant and animal also contributes to the brilliant colors of coral 

that can be seen while diving on a reef. It is the importance of light that drives corals to compete 

for space on the sea floor, and so constantly pushes the limits of their physiological tolerances in 

a competitive environment among so many different species. However, it also makes corals 

highly susceptible to environmental stress. 

 

RATANWATAL COMMITTEE ON DIGITAL PAYMENTS 

Tea Board of India:  

 The Tea Board is set up under the Tea Act 1953. It has succeeded the Central Tea Board 

and the Indian Tea Licencing Committee which functioned respectively under the Central 

Tea Board Act, 1949 and the Indian Tea Control Act, 1938 which were repealed.  

 The Tea Board is functioning as a statutory body of the Central Government under the 

Ministry of Commerce. 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJNA 

About PMFBY:  

 In April, 2016, the government of India had launched Pradhan MantriFasalBimaYojana 

(PMFBY) after rolling back the earlier insurance schemes viz. National Agriculture 

Insurance Scheme (NAIS), Weather-based Crop Insurance scheme and Modified National 

Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS).  

 

Premium:  

 It envisages a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for Kharif crops, and 

1.5% for Rabi crops. The premium for annual commercial and horticultural crops will be 

5%.  
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 The scheme is mandatory for farmers who have taken institutional loans from banks. It‘s 

optional for farmers who have not taken institutional credit. 

 

Objectives:  

 Providing financial support to farmers suffering crop loss/damage arising out of 

unforeseen events.  

 Stabilizing the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming.  

 Encouraging farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices.  

 Ensuring flow of credit to the agriculture sector which contributes to food security, crop 

diversification and enhancing growth and competitiveness of agriculture sector besides 

protecting farmersfrom production risk 

 

11TH GLOBAL AGRICULTURE SUMMIT – 2018 

 11th Global Agriculture Leadership Summit & Awards were recently organised by Indian 

Council of Food and Agriculture (ICFA) with support of Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers‘ Welfare; Ministry of Food Processing Industries and Ministry of Commerce. 

 

INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 

 About Majuli Island:  

 Majuli is the first island district of the country. The island is formed by the Brahmaputra 

river in the south and the KherkutiaXuti, an anabranch of the Brahmaputra, joined by the 

Subansiri River in the north. Majuli is the nerve centre of neo-Vaishnavite.  

 Majuli Island was also declared the largest river island in the world, toppling Marajo in 

Brazil, by Guinness World Records in 2016. 

 

INDIA INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL:  

 India International Science Festival (IISF2018) has begun in Lucknow. 

 

 

 



Unique IAS Academy – TNPSC Current Affairs October 2018 

 

0422 4204182, 9884267599 NVN Layout, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore Page 54 

 

GI TAG FOR ALPHONSO FROM KONKAN 

 Alphonso from Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts of 

Maharashtra, is registered as Geographical Indication (GI). 

 

BIHAR’S ‘SHAHI LITCHI’ GETS GI TAG 

 Bihar‘s Shahi litchi has got the Geographical Indication (GI) tag and has become an 

exclusive brand in the national and international market. 

 

INDIA’S FIRST ENGINE-LESS TRAIN SET TO HIT TRACKS 

About Train 18:  

 Train 18 is a flagship train set; the first prototype has been built by the Integral Coach 

Factory, Chennai, in a record time of 20 months. 

 The train is a 100% ‗Make in India‘ project and is claimed to be built at half the cost of a 

similar train set that is imported.  

 T-18 is a self-propelled engine-less train (similar to the Metro trains) and is energy-

efficient as its coaches will be fitted with LED lights. Coaches will have automatic doors 

and retractable footsteps,  

 It will be inter-connected with fully sealed gangways along with a GPS-based Passenger 

Information System. It is provided with of Bio toilets.  

 The full AC train is equipped to run at a speed of up to 160 kmph as against Shatabdi‘s 

130 kmph which will cut down travel time by 15%. 

 

PARKER SOLAR PROBE 

 NASA‘s historic mission- Parker Solar Probe- to solve the mysteries of the Sun has 

successfully completed its flyby of Venus on October 3 rd . The probe successfully 

completed its flyby of Venus at a distance of about 1,500 miles during the first Venus 

gravity assist of the mission.  

 These gravity assists will help the spacecraft tighten its orbit closer and closer to the Sun 

over the course of the mission 
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GAGANYAAN 2022 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Russia‘s Roscosmos State Corporation 

for Space Activities (ROSCOSMOS) have signed anMoU to work together for 

Gaganyaan.  

 As per the MoU, ROSCOSMOS has offered ride to Indian astronaut short visit to 

International Space Station (ISS) on board Soyuz spacecraft for short training mission in 

2022.  

 

About Gaganyaan:  

 It is India‘s first manned space mission. Under it, India is planning to send three humans 

(Gaganyatris) into space i.e. in low earth orbit (LEO) by 2022 i.e. by 75th Independence 

Day for period of five to seven days.  

 India plans to build a crew vehicle that can accommodate 2 or 3 astronauts and human rate 

its GLSV Mk-III launcher. 
 

Recent technological advancements:  

 In what appears to be a preparation for the Gaganyaan mission, ISRO recently conduced 

its first ‗pad abort‘ test that was successful.  

 The ‗pad abort‘ test or Crew Escape System is an emergency escape measure that helps 

pull the crew away from the launch vehicle when a mission has to be aborted. The test was 

conducted at the SatishDhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.  

 The Pad Abort Test demonstrated the safe recovery of the crew module in case of any 

exigency at the launch pad. 

 

New Horizons Mission:  

 New Horizons waslaunched on 19 January 2006, and has been travelling through space for 

the past nine years.  

 Just over a year after launch, it passed Jupiter and used the giant world‘s gravity to boost 

its velocity, as well as making scientific observations. This boost shortened the time to 

reach Pluto by years. 
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IUCN- key facts:  

 IUCN was founded in October 1948 as the International Union for the Protection of 

Nature (or IUPN) following an international conference in Fontainebleau, France.  

 It was renamed as International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 

in 1956 with the acronym IUCN.  

 IUCN is the world‘s first global environmental organization. Today it is the largest 

professional global conservation network  

 The Union‘s HQ is located in Gland, near Geneva, in Switzerland.  

 It demonstrates how biodiversity is fundamental to addressing some of the world‘s 

greatest challenges such as climate change, sustainable development and food security.  

 The IUCN Red List is set upon precise criteria to evaluate the extinction risk of thousands 

of species and subspecies. These criteria are relevant to all species and all regions of the 

world. The aim is to convey the urgency of conservation issues to the public and policy 

makers, as well as help the international community to try to reduce species extinction. 

 

UN CHAMPIONS OF THE EARTH AWARD 2018 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi has been awarded with the UN‘s highest environmental 

honour- Champions of the Earth Award, bestowed upon five other individuals and 

organisations 

 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT SURVEY:  

 India‘s first ever National Environment Survey (NES) will be launched in January, 2019 

to map environment data of 55 districts across 24 states and 3 Union Territories.  

About NES:  

What it does? The NES will rank all districts on their environmental performance and document 

their best green practices based on various environmental parameters.  

How? The first NES will be carried out by Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC) through Environmental Information System (ENVIS) and its hubs and 

resource partners across the country. It will be done through grid-based approach, using grids 

measuring 9×9 km to collect comprehensive data on various environmental parameters.  
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The parameters include air, water, soil quality; solid, hazardous and e-waste; emission inventory; 

forest & wildlife; flora & fauna; wetlands, lakes, rivers and other water bodies. It will also assess 

carbon sequestration potential of all the districts across the country.  

 

Significance:  

 The green data from this survey will provide important tool in hands of policy-makers for 

decision making at all levels – district, state and national. The survey will fully map and 

create emission inventory, provide valuation of ecosystem services and collate research in 

the field of environment.  

 Initially the survey will be focusing on 55 districts and later will be scaled up to all 

districts in the country. The skilled manpower required for the survey will be provided 

from persons skilled and trained under MoEFCC‘s Green Skill Development Programme. 

 

AIR QUALITY EARLY WARNING SYSTEM:  

 Air Quality Early Warning System for Delhi has been launched. 

LIVING PLANET REPORT 2018 

 The bi-annual Living Planet Report 2018 has been released by the World Wide Fund for 

Nature. The Report tracked more than 4,000 species of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and 

amphibians.  

Highlights of the report:  

 Global wildlife population shrank by 60% between 1970 and 2014.  

 Declines are worst in the tropics, according to the data, as South and Central America saw 

an 89% decrease. Also, freshwater species saw an 83% drop, threatened by factors 

including overfishing, pollution and climate change.  

 The report estimates that only a quarter of the world‘s land is untouched by humans, who 

are increasing food production and use of natural resources.  

 Since 1960, the global ecological footprint has increased by more than 190%. Globally, 

the extent of wetlands was estimated to have declined by 87% since 1970.  

 The two key drivers of biodiversity loss were the over exploitation of natural resources 

and agriculture. 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION 2018: 

 International Day for Disaster Reduction was observed on October 13
th

 

About Sendai Framework:  

The ―Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030‖ was adopted during the Third 

UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in Sendai, Japan in March, 2015. 

About NDMA:  

 On 23 December 2005, the Government of India enacted the Disaster Management Act, 

which envisaged the creation of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 

headed by the Prime Minister, and State Disaster Management Authorities(SDMAs) 

headed by respective Chief Ministers, to spearhead and implement a holistic and 

integrated approach to Disaster Management in India.  

 NDMA, as the apex body, is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and guidelines for 

Disaster Management to ensure timely and effective response to disasters.  

Towards this, it has the following responsibilities:  

➢Lay down policies on disaster management.  

➢ Approve the National Plan.  

➢ Approve plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India 

in accordance with the National Plan.  

➢Lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up the State 

Plan. ➢ Lay down guidelinesto be followed by the different Ministries or Departments of 

the Government of India for the Purpose of integrating the measures for prevention of 

disaster or the mitigation of its effects in their development plans and projects.  

➢ Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans for disaster 

management.  

➢ Recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation.  
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➢ Provide such support to other countries affected by major disasters as may be 

determined by the Central Government.  

➢ Take such other measures for the prevention of disaster, or the mitigation, or 

preparedness and capacity building for dealing with threatening disaster situations or 

disasters as it may consider necessary.  

➢Lay down broad policies and guidelines for the functioning of the National Institute of 

Disaster Management.  

 

Significance:  

 There was no institutional framework for disaster management earlier, but after the setting 

up of NDMA, a mechanism has been developed not only for disaster management, but 

also for disaster risk reduction.  

 India got appreciation due to NDMA‘s work at Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

meeting on Disaster management held in Kyrgyzstan last month. India had extended help 

to earthquake-hit Nepal in 2014 and also India had sent NDRF team to Japan for help.  

 Its time to further strengthen the legal and institutional systems in place for disaster 

management. 

 

EXERCISE AVIAINDRA-18  

 The second edition of Exercise Aviaindra, a Biennial Air Force level exercise between 

Indian and the Russian Federation, was held recently in Russia 

IBSAMAR VI  

 The sixth edition of IBSAMAR, a joint Multi – National Maritime Exercise between the 

Indian, Brazilian and South African Navies, is being held at Simons Town, South Africa. 

OPERATION SAMUDRA MAITRI  

 India has launched massive humanitarian operation SamudraMaitri to provide assistance 

to earthquake and tsunami victims in Indonesia. 
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GITA GOPINATH BECOMES FIRST WOMAN CHIEF ECONOMIST AT IMF  

 India-born Gita Gopinath has been appointed as the Chief Economist of the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF).  

 She has become the first woman to hold the position.  

 Gita Gopinath has also become the second Indian to hold the position, after former RBI 

Governor RaghuramRajan 

 

MAN BOOKER PRIZE 

 Northern Irish writer- Anna Burns has won the 2018 Man Booker Prize for her third full-

length novel- ―Milkman‖.  

About Man Booker Prize:  

 The leading literary award in English, The Man Booker Prize was launched in 1969. It 

aims to promote the ‗finest in fiction‘ and is awarded each year to the book adjudged as 

the best novel of the year written in English and published in the United Kingdom.  

 The winner of The Man Booker Prize receives £50,000. Sponsored by Man Group, the 

foundation also awards £2,500 and a designer bound copy of their book to each of the six 

shortlisted authors. The winner and shortlisted authors are also guaranteed a worldwide 

readership as well as a dramatic spike in book sales 

 

INDIA’S LONGEST RIVER BRIDGE  

Context:  

 India‘s longest river bridge with total length of 19.3 kilometers will be built on 

Brahmaputra river in Assam. 

Key facts:  

 This bridge will connect Dhubri of Assam to Fulbarani of Meghalaya. This bridge will 

reduce the distance between these two places by 203 kms. At present, India‘s largest river 

bridge is Dhola-Sadia bridge, its length is 9.15 kilometers.  
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 Japanese Finance Agency (JICA) has approved the loan for this project as part of road 

infrastructure improvement package in the north-east after assessing the economic benefit 

of the big project 

 

SEOUL PEACE PRIZE  

Context:  

 Seoul Peace Prize Committee has decided to confer 2018 Seoul Peace Prize on Prime 

Minister NarendraModi 

 

UN HUMAN RIGHTS PRIZE 

 UN names Human Rights Prize winners for 2018. Asma Jahangir, Rebeca Gyumi, 

JoeniaWapichana and Front Line Defenders are honoured by the UN for promoting human 

rights.  

 

About UN Human Rights Prize:  

 The United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights is an honorary award given for 

outstanding achievement in human rights.  

 Prize was established by the UN General Assembly in 1966 and was awarded for the first 

time on December 10, 1968, on the twentieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. 


